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PR   E  FA   C   E. 

WHEN  the  following  Disser- 
tations were  compofed, 
the  author  had  not  refolved  whether 
he  fhould  fubmit  them  to  the,  review 
of  the  public  or  not.  Several  divines 
had  already  written  on  the  fubjeft  of 
Covenanting,  with  diftinguifhed  fuccefs. 
Scarce  any  thing  could  be  faid,  in  the 
fonn  of  Sermons,  but  what  they  had 
obferved.  He  did  not  choofe  to  re- 
peat to  a  Congregation  what  every  one 
might  read  in  the  clofet.  Thefe  things 
determined  him  to  confine  his  atten- 
tion to  what  maybe  called  the  Histo- 
ry of  FoEDERAL  Transactions, 
that  he  might  illuftrate  the  argument 
deduced, from  the  example  of  the  Saints 
in  every  age.  It  immediately  occurred 
to  him,  that  this  province  had  been  lefs 
occupied  than  others;  and  that  two  ad- 
vantages might  accrue  from  this  plan: 
It  would  appear,  in  .the  firft  place, 
That,  thgugh  Covenanters  have  few, 
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iv  PREFACE. 

or  none,  who  are  deemed  great  and 
wife  in  this  age,  to  bear  them  compa- 
ny ;  yet  they  are  kept  in  countenance 
l)y  the  praftice  of  the  beft  and  greateft 
of  men, — and  the  moft  diftinguifhed 
faints  that  ever  exifted  in  this  world. 
Covenant-renovation  having  been  the 
ufual  mean  of  Reformation  in  the 
Church,  and  of  reviving  to  the  fouls  of 
the  Godly,  fince  the  world  began.  In 
the  next  place,  The"  argument  taken 
from  the  approved  example  of  the 
Saints  appeared,  by  much,  the  eafieft 
to  be  handled  by  the  author,  and  un- 
derftood  by  the  reader.  Examples  are 
more  readily  comprehended  than  pre- 
cepts and  doftrines,  or  prophecies. 
The  greater  part  of  mankind  are  bet- 
ter able  to  judge  of  what  is  done,  than 
what  ought  to  be  done.  And,  Provi- 
dence having  laid  the  materials  to  hand, 
honefty  and  diligence,  more  than  capa- 
city, were  requifite  for  their  arrange- 
ment. Thefe  were  fome  of  the  rea- 
foiis  which  induced  him  to  adventure 

on 
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on  a  publication.  It  is  fincerely  re- 
gretted, that  fome  material  parts  of  in- 
formation could  not  he  procured  hy  the 
author,  in  hb  prefent  circumftances ; 
but,  where  information  was  a-wanting, 
he  chofe  to  be  filent,  rather  than  hazard 
conjectures.  Some  may  cen|En*e  him, 
perhaps,  for  producing  too  many  vouch- 
ers, and  others  may  Sill  ddnand  more; 
but,  as  the  former  objeftiSi  appears  to 
be  without  foundation;  fo  he  fliall  en-- 
deavour  to  fatisfy  the  latter,  when  the 
defcft  of  evidence,  as  to  particular  fa  its, 
(hall  be  pointed  out.  The  formality  of 
method,  ufed  in  delivering  the  dif- 
courfes  at  firft,  is  ftill  retained.  It  may 
appear  infipid,  perhaps,  to  the  refined 
tafte  of  fome  readers;  but  it  was  deem- 
ed proper  to  prefer  order  and  perfpi- 
cuity  to  elegance ;  as  divifions  of  dif- 
courfes  render  them  more  memorable 
and  plain  to  fome  forts  of  readers. 

It  will  alfo  be  remembered,  by  thofe 
who  heard  the  firft  part  of  thefe  Difler- 

tations, 
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vi  PREFACE. 

tations,  that  fome  of  the  Reflections 
are  omitted,  and  others  of  them  tranf- 
planted  to  a  different  place  from  that 
which  they  originally  held.  The  fame 
Refledion,  having  occurred  oftener 
than  once,  is  retained  only  in  the  place 
in  which  it  appeared  to  be  molt  proper. 

That  the  Father  of  Mercies  may 
accompany  thefe  Diflertations,  fo 
far  as  agreeaWe  to  his  will,  with 
his  blefling,  is  the  earneft  wifli  of 
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INTRODUCTION. 

s 

ris  the  peculiar  excellence    ofGofpel- 
revelation,  to  difcover  the  origin  of 
evil ;  -as.aUb,  that  deliverance  from  it 
tdiich'God  has  provided  for   his  people* 
Ever -fince  fin  entered  into  thi^  world,  na- 
ture'^, light,  -in  -its '  moft   cultivated   ftate, 
has  not  only  been  altogether  unfatisfaifkory, 
.feixt  even  totally  filent  on  each  of  thefe  moft 
tnterefthig:  febje^ls  :  The  Holy  Scriptures, 
.  Jhowcver,  are  foil  and  perlpicuous  on  both ; 
,  they  difcovcr  not  only  the  caufe  of  our  de- 
finition, but  likeways  the  fource  of  our 
/lielp/  lit  is  not  thedefign  of  tlie  follow- 
1  A  ing 
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ing  Diilertations  to  confider  thzt  tranlac- 
tion  which  obtained  between  God  and 
Adam,  in  his  innocent  ftate,  the  violation 
of  which  is  the  teeming  (burce  of  all  evil; 
nor  the  eternal  contraft  between  the  Father 
and  the  Son,  which  is  the  fountain  of  life 
unto  the  guilty  Ibul :  Yet,  as  the  diipenfii- 
tions  of  Grace  are  among  the  immediate 
caufes  of  the  Church's  engagements  to  be 
the  Lord's,  we  muft  premife  a  few  things 
concerning  that  Covenant  to  which  tzhey 
belong.  By  way  of  preliminary,  then,  we 
Ihall  firft  take  a  fhort  lurvey  of  that  Cove- 
nant which  obtained,  from  eternity,  be- 
tween God  the  Father  and  his  EtemaJ  Son. 
— ^Then  we  fhall  confider  the  connexion 
between  the  Covenant  of  Grace  and  the  ^ 
ChurchVCovenant  of  Duty.-— Afterwards^  ' 
we  (hall  attend  unto  the  State  of  the  Church, 
from  the  Fall  of  Adam  vmtil  the  Foederal 
Traniadion  between  God  and  Noah. 

FIRST,  I  am  to  take  a  (hort  fiirvey  of 
the  Eternal  Compaft  between  God  the 
Father  and  his  only  begotten  Son.  To 
remove  ambiguity,  and  prevent  repetition, 
I  fhall  run  over  the.  various  fighifications 
of  the  terms  by  which  it  is  cxprefled  in  both 

the 
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the  Old  and  New  Teftament.  The  term 
Covenant  *,  in  the  language  of  the  Old 
Tdftament,  is  derived  from  a  word  which 
iignifies  to  choofe  t  •  ^nd  is  cxpreffive  of 
the  nature  of  a  Foederal  Tranfa6lion,  for  a 
Covenant  is  that  which  both  parties  choofe, 
and  in  which  they  agree.  All  God^s  pro- 
mifes,  for  example,  are  free  and  fbvereign 
afts  of  his  will,  manifefted  unto  men  ;  and 
all  genuine  obedience  on  the  part  of  his 
children  is  a  free-will  offering  unto  the 
Lord» 

The  term  Covenant  is  ufed  both  in  a 
^cred  and  civil  fenfe.  It  is  ufed  in  a  ci- 
vil fenie  to  exprefs  fuch  leagues  as  obtained 
between  Princes  in  ancient  times  4^ ;  but 
on  this  fenfe  we  need  not  infifl.— When  it 
js  ufed  in  a  facred  fenfe  it  exprefleth, 

I.  The  Covenant  which  took  place  be- 
tween God  and  Adam  in  Paradife, — ^which 
was  brdken  by  Adam  ;  "  But  they  like 
men  have  tranlgrefled  the  Covenant :"  So 

♦  n^3»  t  ^^*  elegit,'  This  derivation  is  vindicated. 
Appendix  No.  I.  X  ^^^  example,  Gen.  »iv.  13.— xxi.  27^ 
33. — josyL  28.*— jQou.  44.  &c. 

A  a  our 
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our  tranflation  has  it.  **  But  tirey  like  Adam« 
have  tranigrefled  the  C^avenant.'*  Heb.* . 

J.  The   Covenant  <>f  Mercy  between^ 
God  the  Father  and  his  only  begotten  Son, 
as  our  ilirety  ;  whether  as  made  from  etcr*^ 
nity,  or  as  manifefted  in  Unve,  and  con- 
fii-med  by  {^cramems  and  i&crifice.    In  the 
ftrft  ienfe  it  is-  ^ed  hy  ^e  Pfklmift,  as  the 
mouth  of  the  Fathei^,     Said  he,  **  I  have 
made  a  Covenant  with  my  choient/*  David,.  . 
it  is  true,  is  mentioned  in  the   following^ 
part  of  the  verfe  ;  but  the  antityp^cal  Da^ 
v4d-mirfl  be  uhimately  intended;  The  things 
promifed  are,  bynmch,  too  important  to  be*^ 
long  unto  any,  in   their  fulleft  emphafiSji^ 
but:  unto  him  who  is  both  David- s  Son  and 
David's  Lord*     But  this  term  is  moft  frc-, 
quently  ufed  to  denote  die  dMpenfation  of 
the  Covenant  of  Grace  unto   finners*      It 
demotes  tliis  Coven^iit,  as  offered  unto  fin-^ 
ners  in^  the   Golpel:   ^*  Incline  your  car^ 
and  come  unto  roe ;  hear,  and  your  foul  fhall 
Uve  :  and  I  will  ma}ce  an  evcrlafting  Cove^ 
N  A  N  T  with  y  ou,  even  the  fur e  mercies  of  Da- 
>;id$.*'— ^As  accepted  by  the  faith  of  JGod'a 

*  lloL  vi;  7.         +  Pial,  Ijoaix.  3-         t  If-  1^-  3- 

elcOj 
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died:  "  Yet. he  hath  made  with  me  a*ii 
everiaftingeovenant,  orderfedinaU  thiags,, 
fyid  furc*^*s— As  ratified  by  facrificcs,  ia* 
cramentSy  zxvA  the  fcaling  of  the  Holyr 
Ghoft.  Under  theOld  Tcsftaownt,  the  iiutia-^ 
ting  ieal  bore  the  name  of  the  Covenant: 
itlelf  J  as  the  confirming  feal  ftill  bears  the.' 
ikme  name  und«:  tlie  New  f.  In  like  man- 
ner,  when  die  CoYcnant  h  madeeffe^aU 
and  the  pronwfcs  of  it  accomplifhed  on, the 
children  of  it>  it  k  laid  to  be  made  with> 
tiieml. 

3,  This  term  is  alfo  applied  by  the^ 
Holy  Ghoft,  to  expreis  thq  Chnrch's  en-n 
gagements  to  be  the  Lord's  ;  as  appears: 
&om  many  places  of  Scripture,  to  be  af- 
terwards explained. 

4*  Besides  thefe  figmfications  of  the 
term,  there  are  others  of  a  figurative  kind; 
as  when  one  part  of  the  Covenant  (what- 
ever it  be)  bears  the  defignation  of  the 
whole.  Thus,  the  promife  is  (tiled  the  Co-- 
YEN  ANT  by  the  prophet  §  ;  as  are  the  ten 
cpmmandmcnts  by  Mpfes ;  Said  he,  *•  and 

J  2  Sam.  xxiii.  5.     f  Gen. xvii!  lo.  Math,  xjcvl.  2 7, 2S. 

he 
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he  wrote  upon  the  tables  the  words  of  the 
Covenant,  the  Ten  Commandments  *•"  It 
Kkewaysexprcfleth  the  effedl  of  a  Covenant, 
which  ispeace:  Said  Eliphaz,  **  forthouflialt 
be  in  league  with  the  ftones  of  the  field, 
and  the  beafts  of  the  field  ftxall  be  at  peace 
with  thee  t-*'  Said  God  himfelf,  ''  I  will 
makc^a  ebvcrunt  for  them  with  the  beafls 
of  tlm  field,  and  with  the  fowls  of  Hea* 
ven,  and  with  the  creeping  things  of  the 
ground  p-^^  That  is,^  no  more  harm  is  to  be 
dreaded  from  them,  than  from  the  perfon 
with  whom  thou  art  in  the  ftriifteft  confe^ 
deracy  :  Whereas,  they  are  all  in  arms,  in 
the  caufe  of  their  Sovereign,  againft  fin- 
ner$§^ 

THE 

♦  Exod.  xxxiv.  2S.         f  J<>T^  v«  23.     t  Hof.  ii.  t^. 

§  Learhed  men  have  added  yet  another  fenfe  of  the 
word^  which  dcferves  ibme  confideration.  They  reckon- 
it  i8  parallel  with  pn,  which  fi^ifics  a  Statute,  or 
Hn  ordinance.  That  the  terms  ufed,  are  fometimes  fyno- 
Aymous,  cannot  be  denied  :  But  that  ever  rY»*13  fignifies; 
A  NAKED  Statu TJE,  can  never  be  proved.  To  me  it  ra- 
tlier  appears,  that  pn  fometimes  denotes  Covenant, 
as  ^1  is  nnn  :  Jeremiah  takes  them  both  in  the  fame 
fenfe.  Jer.  xxxiii.  20,  21.  compared  with  Jer.  xxxi.  36* 
In  thefe  teicts,  the  Lord  compares^  the  Covenant  he  made 
with  David  with  that  which  he  made  witli  Noah  ;  /hew- 
inj^  that  the  former  is  as  certain  jis  the  latter,  which  he 
^pQU&rmB  by  daUy  expi^ri^Oice.    Nor  is  he -the  onl^  infpi' 

I  .  red 
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THE  term  which  we  tender  Covenant 
in  the  Old  Teftament,  is  tranflated,  by  the 
inipired  writers  of  the  New  Teftamcnt,  by 
award  which  is  fbmetlmes  rendered  Cove- 
nant, and  ibmetimes  Testament*.  The 
great  Prophet  of  the  Church  ufeth  it  to 
cxpreis  that  tranfadion  which  obtained  be- 
tween the  Father  and  hinifelf,  as  well  as 
his  conveyance  of  his  kingdom  unto  his 
people.  Said  he,  **  I  appoint  unto  you  a 
kingdom,  as  my  Father  hath  appointed 
unto  me  t«'^  The  word  appoint  is  rather 
too  narrow  to  exprefi  all  that  is  intended 
in  the  inipired  original.  The  original  word 
imports,  not  only  all  the  certainty  of  an 
APPOINTMENT,  but  alfo,  all  the  preci- 
fion  of  a  FoEDERAL  Settlement.  It 
imports  both  a  Foederal  Settlement 
and  a  Testamentary  Disposition; 
both  ienies  arc  contained  in  the  text  juft 
now  quoted :  The  Foederal  Appointment, 
and  that  only,  obtained  between  the  Fa- 
ther and  the   Son  j  for  the  Father  could 

red  writer  who  conflders  them  as  fynonymous  :  Said  the 
inipired  hiftot^ian  of  the  book  of  Jo^ua^  "fojoihuaraade 
a  Covenant  with  tlie  people  that  day;  and  fet  theiu  a 
Statute  and  an  ordinance  in  Sliechem/'  Jofh.xxiv.  25^ 

•  A«W«>j,  and  ^tttriByffii.         \  Luke  jgdi.  29* 

not 
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not  die  to  leave  the  kingdom  as  a  legac^i 
by  'teftament,  unto  the  Son :  Both  the 
xFoederal  Settlement  and  the  Teftamentarjr 
Dftpofition,  obtained  iii  Chiift^s  admhii^ 
-ftif^tion  toward  the  Church  ;,  for,  as  he  died 
^ to  turn >  his'  Covenant  into  a  Teftament,  fo 
-  he  engageth  himfelf,  by  coVenant-promife, 
t  unto 'his  children  ;  and  bindeththem^ unto 
'--  hin^f  tvith .  the  ^  bands  of  va  man.  More 
^^jarticulariy^ 

I.  This  term,  in  the  New  Tdftament, 
denotes  a  Covenant,  in  the  proper  notion 
of 'the -word:  That  is,  a  voluntary  com- 
paft^  between  two  diftinft  parties*  *^  Byfo 
nmdi-was  Jefus  the  Surety  of  a  better  co- 
venant *  ♦     I  would  choofe  to  tranflate  the 

.  Apoftle'a 

♦  Heb.  vS.  2^.  Srnne  atithoM,  I  grant,  'contend,  tfitit 
-ikm^n  ^«Ln  never  properly  be  rendered  Covenant,' but 
ought  always  to  be  tranflated  Testament,      Bat  fiich  a 

*  Siix)polttion  muft  bear  hard  on  the  infpired  Writers  6£ 

*  the  New  Teftanient.  The  Cocceians,  however,  ate  ra/h 
enough  to  give  into  it.  And  Le  Clerc  conliders  Paul, 
as  one  '*  who  delighted  in  the  play  of  a  Heleniftical 

'-  writer,  when  he  ufed  Ai«W«u  to  denote  Covenant."  Bnt 

his  infolence  and  profanity  have  been  chafHled  by  the 

'learned  Dr  Whitby:  See  his  Paraphrafe  and  Comment 

'  <m-  Heb.  ix.  20.     The  Hutchinfonians  like  ways  aver,  that 

©ither  Paul's  dialed:  was  Helleniftical,  if^ot  cab^iliftical, 

•r  that  he  did  not  intend  to  exprefi,  by  AiwWxu,  what  we 

caU 
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Apoftle^s  teftimony  in  this  manner ;  for 
there  b  little  or  no  place  for  isi  ftirety  in  A 
Teftament )  whereas  it  is  proper,  ind  (bme- 
times  even  neceflary  in  a  Covenants 

2.  The  Apoftle  ufeth  this  term,  to  eX* 
prefi  Testament:  Said  he,  "  For  where 

eali  a  Co v1snamt«  TW  trrita^i  of"  tlie  Ne\v  T^ament,' 
howcvn-y  may  b^  jnftified  for  their  uiing  this  term^  iit 
the  fenfe  ip<;cified^  ^rom  the  example  of  the  porefl:  clafli<' 
tal  writers  m  the  Greek  langaage,  in  the  heft  times  of' 
their  Republic*  Though  Atmittmnhe  moYe  extenjRye  in  its 
Jignification  than  Sv»Miui ;  yet  the  Grecians,  whether 
orators  or  hiftorians,  hatds  or  ftattfhieni  l^ve  taken  it 
as  nearly  Ij^onimous  ;  or  in  the  Aune  fenfe  with  the  A*' 
poftle,  at  leaft.  BndsenSy  Commit.  Ling.  Graecp.  629. 
quotes  various  good  claffics>  n£ng  this  ter^  in  the  fame 
fenie  as  Xvt§i*n.  Nor  are  the  heft  critics  in  that  language 
otherways  minded :  Witneft  Stephanus,  Heiychius,  Pha*" 
irorinns,-  &c*  Georgius  de  Idioticifmis  Noiri  Teftimenti 
immerito  affi^fHs*  Jabloniki  de  propria  figniiicatione  ric 
Ai«l^nir.  This  term  ifi  better  rendered  C6  vxhakt,  thaa 
Testament,  in  HeK  viii.  6,  9.  Luke  i;  ^2.  A<fbiii.  2^. 
Rom.  xi.  27  ;  and,  perhaps,  in  all  places  where  it  occurs^ 
except  in  Gal.  iii.  1 5.  and  Heb.  ix.  1 5>  '6, 1 7.  Conradutf 
Kircher  finds  the  Septuagint  to  tranilate  fsn'i  by  LitOiKnh 
in  all  places  whcfrever  it  occurs,  except  Deut.  ix.  1 5.  andl 
1  Kings  xi.  ii* :  And  the  term  is  to  be  fouiid  above  twa 
hundred  times  in  the  Old  Teftament«  '  The  tranflation 
of  the  Septuagint  could  n6t  be  of  great  authority,  how<' 
ever,  were  it  not  confirmed,  in  this  inftance  at  leuft,  by 
the  inlpired  writers  of  the  NewTeftameht.  Nor  is  there 
anyone  word  in  our  lang;aage,  £0  proper  for  expreffing 
the  idea  conveyed  in  both  tenn^,  as  the.. word  Co vb* 

iVA.VT^ 
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^  Teftamcnt  is,  there  muft  aMb,  of  neccP- 
fity,  be  the  death  of  the  Teftator  ;  for  a 
Teftament  is  of  force  after  men  arc  d^adt 
otherwrays,  it  is  of  no  ftrength  at  all  while 
the  Teftator  liveth  */'  The  Apoftle  argu- 
eth,  from  the  nature  of  a  teftament,  unto 
the  neceffity  of  the  confirmation  of  the  Co- 
venant of  Grace,  which  is  a  teftainentary 
covenant,  by  the  death  of  Chrift.  The  He- 
brews were  ready  to  ftumble  at  the  fiiifer- 
ings  of  the  Meffiah ;  but  the  Apoftle  taught 
them,  that  (uch  a  covenant  rendered  them 
ablblutely  neccflary  t*   But  the  ftrength  of 

♦  HeK  ix.  i6,  17. 

f  ''  Una  ergo  ilia  circiunftantia  principalis  vi4elr« 
"  Sponforis  feu  Fidejuflbris  pro  nobis  fabftxtutioiie,  prin- 
*'  cipaliter  continetur  Differentia  Veteris  et  Novi  Foede- 
**  ris,  a  qua  Novum  Fttdus  etiam  denominitur  Foe  pus 
*'  Gratije.  a  ^atia  autem  ilia  Sponforis,  consumman- 
*'  DA  oLfM,  et  NUNC  coNsuMMATA  in  morte  ipfius.  Foe* 
**  dus  illud  nofVri  reJ(J)e<fln  induit  nattiramTESTAHENTi. 
*'  Nomcn  illud  Teftamentinentiqnam  convenit  legali  ori- 
^'  ginali  Fccderi  operam.  Sed  chara<ftcrifticum,eft  Novo 
**  toederi  Gratise  :  neque  fit  citra  magnam  «*«p«^«y«Kr 
*'  quodFoEDERis  et  Testamenti  voces promifcuc ufur* 
*' pant  Latini  Bibliorum  interprctes:  cum  vix  alius  lo- 
*'  cus  Testament!  voceflagitare  videatur,  quamunicus 
^  Iciz.  Heb.  ix.  1 7.  idque  non  vi  Ivocis  Awe^uxn,  fed  quia 
**^  antecedit  hsereditatis  adipifcendae  mentio.  Alia  cftcr* 
*'  go>  prpprie  et  accurate  loquendo  differentia  jam  expli* 
,•*  cata  Vetekis  et  Novi  Foederis;  Alia  Veteris  ct 
*'  Novi  Testamenti/'— -Clop,  Ejcercit.  Theol.  Loc. 
••  Difp-  I.  I  2.  TkeC  17-  x8.  ly. 

^  hH 
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his  argument  does  not  lie  (b  much  in  the 
formal  fignification  of  the  term,  as  in  tlje 
nature  of  the  liibjei^  of  which  the  Apoftic 
(peaks.  The  eternal  inheritance,  mention- 
ed in  a  foregoing  Verfe,  is  riot  fold  to  the 
poffcflbrs  of  it  for  their  good  i^orks ;  but 
conveyed  by  a  teftamen<Ju:y-deed,  ratified 
by  the  death  of  a  teftator. 

3.  This  term  feeths  to  be  ufed  iii  a» 
mixed  ^nJc,  comprehending  at  once  the 
idea  of  aTESTAMENT,  and  of  aCovENANT* 
Some  have  ftiled  the  Covenant  of  Grace  a 
FoEDERAL  Testament,  and  a  Testa- 
mentary Covenant.  In  this  (enfe,  thef 
word  muft  be  taken  by  Paul,  v^hen  he 
(ays,  **  Brethren,  I  (peak  after  the  manner 
of  men  ;  though  it  be  but  a  man's  cove- 
nant, (or  teftament)  yet  if  it  be  confirmed, 
no  man  dilannulleth,  or  addeth  thereto.  *'* 
This  covenant  afliimed-  the  form  of  a  tefta- 
ment in  every  adminiftration  of  it,  whether 
as  typically  ratified  by  lacrifice,  or  aftual- 
ly  confirmed  by  the  death  of  Chrift. 

As  to  the  nature  of  this  tranfacfHon,  I 
may  obferVc, 

♦,  Gal.  iB-  *^. 

B  a  1-  That 
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!•  That  it  originated  in  the  free  and 
fovereign  loVe  of  the  Eternal  Father  to* 
wards  loft  finners«  The  Scripturei,  ev«y 
where,  introduce  him  as  the  grand  cpntri* 
ver  of  this  covonnti^ — as  the  firft  Ipeaka: 
in  the  Council  of  Peace  :  They  refo|ve  this 
grand  propolal  in^o  a  free  a£t  of  his  wi]K 
The  Son,  who  came  to  unvail  this  ftupen-- 
duous  tranfaftion  unto  men,  uniformly  re* 
iblves  it  ipto;  the  fame  iburce.  "  Then  fitid 
I,  Lo  I  come :  In  the  volume  of  j;hc  book 
it  is  written  of  me !  I  delight  to  do  thy 
WILL,  O  my  God  :  yea,  thy  law  is  within 
nvy  heart  *  !**  As  it  was  the  good  pleasure 
of  God  which  deternuned»  whether  juniy 
thing  fliould  ever  exift  l>e(ides  himfelf ;  fo 
it  was  t]ie  fame  good  pleafiire  which  fixed 
the  lot  of  every  man  after  he  had  finned  ; 
That  is,  whether  he  (hould  (hare  in  die 
lame  fate  with  fallen  angels,  or  if  fiich  a 
ialvation  (hould  be  accomplilhed  in  his  fa-* 
vour,  as  might  confift  with  all  the  ckima 
of  diving  juftice  and  holinefe.  In  free  and 
uninfluenced  fovereignty,  he  took  this  me- 
thod of  manifefting  his  glory,  and  dUplay- 
ing  his  mercy,  that,  perfie^on  which  had 
not  been  unvailed  by  the  firft  creation*  hk 

-divine 
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divine  wifHom,  he  found  out  the  Son^  ay 
the  only  pollible  iubftitute  for  (inners  ;  and 
gave  a  company  of  them  unto  him,  to  be 
redeemed  :|nd  faved  by  him.  Sovereignty 
is  alio  the  origin  of  all  the  mercies  pro«- 
miied  to,  and  through  the  Son,  as  the  head 
of  the  myftical  body :  Says  God,  **  I  wi  l  l 
have  mercy  on  whom  I  will  have  mer- 
cy/' It  were  eafy  to  fliow  that  each  par^ 
ticular  mercy  flows  from  this  eternal  iburce#  ^ 
As  all  the  promiles  flow  from  this  foun^ 
tain^  lb  it  was  the  £ime  ifovereign  plealure 
which  transferred  the  condition  of  theie 
promifes  from  the  finner  to  the  iiirety. 
Hence,  when  he  was  accomplifhing  it,  he 
expre&ly  declared,  that  he  was  doing  the 
WILL  of  him  who  lent  him^ 

There  are  ibme  who  carry  die  glory 
of  divine  ibvereignty  yet  higher,  as  they 
imagine,  iiippofing,  that  fover^ignty  is  the 
(ble  caufe  of  the  Satisfadion  itfelf,  even 
upon  the  fuppofition  of  iin,  and  alio  of 
the  £dvation  of  the  finner.  They  fear  not 
to  aver,  the  end  might  have  been  gained 
without  any  fatisfa<5lion  at  all,  if  it  had 
coafifted  widi  God*s  go<^  pleafure.  But 
yfhy  (hould  airy  fuppofe^^  that  God  would 

(hcd 
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(hed  the  blood  of  his  own  dear  Son  withr 
out  ncccffity  ?  Or,  that  the  punilhnient  of 
fin  is  merely-  arbitrary  to  that  God  who  is 
of  purer"  eyes  than  -to  behold  evil :  and 
who  CANNOT  look  on  iniquity*? 

a.  The  formal  eonftitution  of  this  Co- 
venant confifts  in^the  Son^s  acceptance  of. 
the  Father's  propolal ;  and  in  his  under- 
taking to  fulfil  that  condition  which  he  re- 
quire^ at  his  hand:  That  is,  the  Son  en- 
gaged to  be  made  of  a  woman,  and  made 
under  the  law,  both  in  its  precept  and 
penalty,  to  redeem  them  who  were  under 
the  law  in  thefc  very  refpefts ;  upon  the. 
Father's  promifing  to  bcftow  on  him  a  fe- 
cial leed,^  with  all  the  bleflings  requifite  for 
both  himfelf  and  them.  That  explicit  and 
prefent  acceptance  of  propofals  conftitutes 
a  covenant,  cannot  be  denied :  That  the 
Father  made  fuch  propofals  to  the  Son  is 
evident  from  many  places  of  Scripture  t : 
That  the  Son  accepted  of  thefe  propofals  is 
equally  certain,  from  his  own  declaration, 
already  quoted.     The  truth  is,  the  Fathei? 

*  Hab.  i.  13.  t  P^.  ii.  S.  If.  IHi.  6—aa-  xHx.  f 
•-*i2.  .  Pral.  Ixxxix.  iT-37.  Pial.  ex,  per  totum.  Pf*l* 
^xnii.  p«r  tot.     Vide  WitC  Oecon.  lib,  2.  cap.  2. 

W^ 
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was  not  more  willing  to  propofc,  than  the 
Son  to  accept  the  terms  of  the  New  Cove- 
nant. His  acceptance  is  manifeft  from  his 
office-title,  theSuRExV  op  a  better  Co- 
venant*. A  fiirety  is  of  life  only  where 
one  of  the  parties  has  already  failed  ;  or, 
at  leaft,  is  capable  of  doing  fb :  There  is 
no  place  for  one,  where  the  principal,  in 
point  of  obligation,  is  infallible  and  |m-^ 
mutable;  therefore,  there  was  no  room  for 
a  fiirety  for  God;  a  God  capable  of  coming 
fliort  of  his  promife  is  no  God.  The  fiire* 
tyfbip  of  Jefiis  Chrift,  thqn,'  conflited  in  his 
taking  upon  himfelf  the  .  burden  ;  of  his 
people's  debt,  both  of  obedience  and  fiiifer- 
ing,  with  a  full  relblution  to  pay  it.  He 
took  it  in  confequcnce  of  the  Father's  lay- 
ing it  on  him  ;  **  for  the  Lord  laid  on  him 
the  iniquity  of  us  all.''  His  bond  of  furety- 
fliip  was  of  equal  extent  ^with  his  people's 
debt-bond,  in  the  Covenant  of  Works.  One 
of  the  main  devices  of  fatan,  in  thefc  laft 
days,  is,  to  affign  another  rule  untathe 
obedience  and  (iifferings  of  our  Redeemer, 
than  tjie  moral  law,  -as  a  covenant  of  works. 
But  this  newly  invented  ftandard  of  his 

lighteoufhefs 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


I«         INTRODUCTION. 

lighteotyQiers  is  wholly  unknown  in  the  S9[^ 
crcd  Record :  the  uniform  voice  of  Scrip* 
ture  iSp  he  was  made  under  the  Law,  as 
armed  with  the  curse^  uy  the  intent  that 
he  mig^t  redeem  them  who  were  under 
the  Law,  clothed  with  that  identical  cir* 
cumftance.  Now,  I  >  would  gladly  know 
what  other  law,  befide  the  Covenant  of 
Works,  is  armed  with  fhe  curse?  The 
curie^  certainly,  is  not  due  but  to  the  tranP 
greflbr.  I  would  alfo  lezm,  what  othar 
law  the  redeemed  are  under,  in  tj^ir  na> 
tural  ftate,  but  this  fame  Law-covenant  ? 
Now,  that  Law,  which  is  the  meaiiire  of 
the  Redeemer's  fiiretylhip^  is  no  other  than 
that  which  his  people  are  under,  in  thrir 
lapled  date,  ^f  Chrift  hath  redeemed  us 
from  the  curfe  of  the  Law^  being  made  a 
CURSE  for  us.— «-GrQd  ient  forth  his  Son, 
made  of  a  woman,  made  xmder  the  Law, 
to  redeem  them  who  were  under  the 
Law*/' 

Op  the  (ame  kidney  is  their  doifh^ine, 
who  trani^^lant  the  RedeCTier's  liiretyrtiip 
fironi  his  prieftly  to  his  prophetic  office. 

♦  Gal.  iiir  13,     ir,  4,  5, 

It 
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It  ftands^  however^  in  his  prieftly  office, 
by  the  fuffrtige  of  an  inipired  Apoftle.  It 
ranft  be  fo  ;  for  the  Apoftle  difconrfetji  6f 
no  other  office  in  the  whole  Icventh  chap- 
ter of  his  Eplftle  to  the  Hebrews,  than 
the  iacerdotal :  His  Icope,  in  the  whole 
chapter,  is,  to  prove*  the  iuperior  excel- 
lence of  Chrift  in  this  very  refpeft. 

SoM£   ftill  infinuace^  that  there  is  no 
place   for  the  formality  of  a  covenant  be- 
tween the  parties  fpecified^     But  this  ob- 
jc^on  comes   rather  too  late>  as  we  are 
affiired,  that  this  formality  has  already  ta- 
ken place.     It  is  of  no  importance  to  in- 
ffll,  That,  as  the  eflcnce  of  the  Father  and 
the  Son,  fo  their  will  is  one  t  For  it  may 
bcanlwered,  As  the  fame  cllence   fiibfifts 
in  three  perfons,  who  are  really  diftinft 
from  each  other,  fo  die  fame  will  may  be, 
tod  really  is  applied  to  diftiii^^  aftings,  in 
each  of  thefo  diftincfl  perfons,  in  a  manner 
foperior  to  our  underftandings. 

3.  The  proinifed^  made  by  the  Father 

to  the  ;Son  (beiides  other  confirmations), 

were   folemnly  ratified  by  the   death  of 

Chrift :  The  prx)mifes  were  all  conditional  . 

^         C  to 
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to  him,  as'  they  are  all  abiblutely  free  to 
us :  And  they  are  all  (lire  to  the  ieed,  as 
the  cotidition  of  them  was  perfedlly  imple- 
mentd  by  his  obedience  and  death.  By 
death  he  removed  every  legal  bar  which 
ftood  in  the  way  9f  there  a6compliflmient. 
Now  jultice  is  as  much  an  advocate  for 
the  ftccompli(hment  of  the  promiJfes,  and 
the  communication  of  blellings,  as  mercy: 
Yea,  God  could  not  be  juft  to  himielf,  if 
he  did  not  fulfil  all  New  Covenant  pro** 
miles  ;  feeing  juilice  is  fiitisfied  with  the 
condition  of  it.  The  accomplifhment  of 
that  condition,  which  Truth  and  Juftice 
required,  turned  the  Covenant  into  1 
Teftament ;  and  rendered  it  fo  iiire,  aa 
nothing  either  in  heaven,  earth,  or  hell^ 
can  diiannul  it^  or  add  any  condition,  unto 
the  promifes  of  it,  ^hatfbever.  As  foori 
as  ever  the  promiies  of  thb  covenant  wera 
announced  to  iinners,  they  were  exhibited 
'  in  the  form  of  a  Teftament,  to  be  confirm* 
edby  theBftuiS£i>H££L  of  the  Seed  o9 
THE  Woman.  As  there  were  facrifices  from 
the  fall,  and  downwards,  to  the  incarnation, 
fo  the  ufe  of  expiatory  on*s  waS  to  ratify 
the  promiies  typically,  before  they  were 
ratified  aAually  by  the  death  of  Chrifti 

For 
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tor  where  a  teftament  is,  there  muft,  of 
neceflity,  be  the  death  of  the  teftator, 
Now»  he  was  (lain,  typically,  from  the 
foundation  of  the  world.  And  the  death 
which  this  Teftator  diecff  was  the  penalty 
of  the  covenant  of  works  :  He  was  made 
under  the  law,  as  a  covenant  of  works,  as 
we  have  feen,  to  redeem  them  who  were 
under  it  in  that  very  relpeifl.  To  explain 
this  law  (with  Ibme)  either  of  the  Ceremo- 
nial or  Judicial  Law,  or  of  both,  were  to 
confine  redemption  to  the  Jews ;  for  they 
are  the  only  people  who  were  ever  under 
tho(e  Jaws  :  Than  which  no  one  thing  can 
be  more  abliird  ;  for  he  hath  concluded 
both  Jews  and  Gentiles  linder  fin* 

4.  As  the  Mediator  had  the  burden  of 
accomplifhing  the  condition  of  the  New 
Covenant,  fb  he  has  the  honour  of  pro- 
claiming all  the  promiies  of  it,  as  a  pro- 
phet ;  and  beftowing  all  the  bleflings  of  it, 
as  a  king :  ^*  For  all  the  promifes  of  God 
m  him  are  yea,  and  in  him  amen,  unto 
the  glory  of  God  by  us/^  The  mediato- 
rial life  of  our  Lord  Jefiis  Ghrift  is  truly  ' 
royal  and  affluent ;  for  it  pleaifed  the  Fa- 
ther, that  in  him  fliould  all  fulnefs  dwell. 

G  2  He 
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He  gives  gifts  unto  his  fubjefts,  fiiitable 
unto  his  princely  ftate,  without  any  merit, 
but  all  to  the  contrary,  on  tlicir  part-  He 
beftows  on  them  the  abundance  of  ^ace, 
and  the  gift  of  righteoufoet?,  that  they 
may  reign  with  him  in  eternal  Ufe.  The 
bleffings  he  difpenfeth  have  been  the  feme 
from  the  beginning :  As  the  neceffities  of 
men  were  the  iame  before  the  flood  and 
after  it ;  before  the  incarnation,  and  fince 
the  fdlneJ&  of  time»  The  means  of  com* 
mimication,  however,  have  been  greatly 
diveriified^  The  following  Diilertations 
arc  defigned  as  ^  view  of  the  gradual  reve- 
lations which  are  made  unto  the  Church  ; 
as  thefe  were  requifite  for,  and„  in  the 
wifdom  of  God,  adapted  unto  that  parti- 
cular ftate  of  it,  on  which  they  were  be^* 
ftowedt 

5 .  T  H  E  exhibition  of  New  Covenant  pr o- 
mifes,  by  Chrift  ;  and  the  acceptance  of 
them,  with  a  refblution  to  improve  them^ 
by  his  people,  conftitute  a  covenant  rek-^ 
tipn  between  God  and  them.  Evangcli-^ 
cal  Covenanting  fiippofeth  the  exhibition 
of  the  Covenant  which  obtained  between 
the  Father  and  the  Soui  as  well  as  the  ad-^ 

miniftration 
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minifbration  of  the  promifes  by  Chrift : 
and  it  confifts  in  taking  hold  of  hun  who 
is  given  for  a  Covenant  to  the  people, 
with  a  refblution  never  to  go  back  from 
him  by  unbelief,,  or  dilbbedience  of  what- 
ever kind.  And  .  the  different  modes  of 
Covenanting  originate  in  the  different  mea- 
iures  of  rcveladon,  or  the  different  fyftems 
of  ordinances  and  worlhip  which  Chrift 
hath  beftowed  on  his  Church  in  different 
periods  ;  or  from  the  different  modes  of 
making  their  refolutions,  and  the  different 
confirmations  of  thefe  relblutions ;  or  the 
different  iituations  in  wliich  they  were 
placed  by  adorable  Providence* 

This  leads  us  to  a  Second  Preliminary, 
bm,  before  proceeding  to  it,  I  (hall  make 
a  reflexion  or  two  on  what  has  been  fiig- 
gcfted. 

I.  These  few  ftri<5bires  on  the  Cove- 
nant of  Grace  difcover  the  vanity  of  fbme 
modem  notions  concerning  it.  The  mo- 
dem fyftem  is,  **  That  God  is  fo  well 
pleaied  with  the  fufferings  of  Chrift,  as  to 
remit  the  rigorous  terms  of  the  Covenant 
of  works  J  and  to  enter  inttf  a  new  Cove- 
nant 
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nant  with  mankind,  whether  Jews  or  Gen»- 
tiles,  upon  terms  fuitable  to  our  realbn^ 
and  equal  to  our  abilities  ;  for  thefe  are 
faith  and  lincere  repentance.  Onthefe  con- 
tHtions,  our  jufHHcation,  adoption,  and 
future  glory  do  depend  :  For  they  are  that 
righteoufhels  on  account  of  which  the  par* 
don  of  our  flnS,  and  our  acceptance  be-> 
fore  God  do  proceed.'*  So  our  moderns 
iagely  determine !  Bjit,  from  what  is  abov^ 
obferved,  it  is  plain  it  was  quite  other- 
ways  determined  in  the  Council  of  Peace* 
The  friends  of  tWs  fchenie  luppofe  them-f 
felves  to  be  very  charitable  ;  but  the  fcfaeme 
itfelf  is  fo  fer  from  being  charitable,  that 
it  lands  till  the  fallen  Ions  of  Adam  in  e- 
ternal  perdition*  It  muft  be  fo  ;  for  no 
one  can  command  one  a(H:  of  faith,  uiltil 
It  be  given  him,  on  the  behalf  of-Chrift, 
to  believe :  Inftead  of  fincerity,  the  heart 
of  man — of  every  man  in  his  natural  ftate, 
is  deceitful  above  all  things,  and  de^c- 
rately  wicked  > — D  e  c  e  i  r  f  u  l  beyond  all 
invefligation  by  human  fcrutiny  ;  and 
WICKED,  yea  DESPERATELY  WICKED,  be- 
yond all  poflibility  of  cure  by  human  en- 
deavour. Every  one,  then,  who  makes 
fiich  fincerity  as  he  can  attain,  by  his  na- 
tural 
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tural  powers,  die  bafis   of  his  (alvadon> 
muft  inevitably  perifti.   It  cannot  be  other- 
ways,  as  no  degree  of  fincerity,  however 
(mall,  caji  be  attained.  A  fcheme  (b  friaughe 
with  deftru£Hon  ought  certainly  to  be  re- 
probisited  by  every  perfon  truly  charitable* 
Thefc  men  ought  either  to  abandon  their 
cxclufive   claim   to  charity,  or  elfe  their 
uncharitable    fyilem  :    One  of  thefe   for* 
trefl^s  muft  be  altogether  untenable.    The 
Scriptures  uniformly  alcribe  the  juftifka- 
tion  and  falvation  of  flnners,  not  to  their 
own  righteoufiiefi,  or  any  work  done  by 
them,  whether  perfetft  or  imperfeft,  whe- 
ther fincere  or  infincere  ;  but  to  the  rightc- 
oufhefs  which  is  of  iGod,  by   the   faith  of 
Jcfiis  Chrift*     The  modern  fcheme,  how- 
ever popular,  is  as  oppolite  to  the  Scrip* 
ture  account  of  the  righteoufiiefs  of  Chrift 
as  poffible.     The  Scriptures  reprefent  the 
obedience  and  death  of  Chrift  as  magnify- 
ing the  law  of  God,  and  making  it  honour- 
able^  inftead  of  bringing   down  its  high 
demands   of  perfeft  obedience,  to  accept 
of  that  which  is  fincere  ;  **  The  Lord  is 
well  pleafcd  for  his  righteoulhefs  fake ;  he 
will  magnify  the  law  and  make  it  honour- 
able/'    Tell  me,  O  ye  ions  of  Pelagiw! 
"  O 
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p  ye  ittafters  of  reafon !  How  the  law  is 
magnifiecl  by  levelling  the  demand  of  per- 
feftion  into  a  demand  of  fincerity  ?  On  one 
occafion^  the  new  fyftem  teachcth,us,  that 
Chrift  came  to  add  new  precepts  to  the 
Jaw,  to  perfeift  and  enlarge  its  meaning  ; 
on  another,  he  came  to  bring  down  its 
rigorous  demands,  and  levd  it  to  our  abi- 
lities. Tell  me,  O  ye  fons  of  Socinus ! 
How  can  thefe  things ,  be  ?  The  truth  is, 
that  which  thefe  men  call  the  Covenant  of 
Grace,  docs  not  exift  without  the  lines  of 
the  legal  heart:  And  np  one  thing  can  be 
more  unlike  the  Covenant  revealed  to  ua 
in  the  holy  Scriptures. 

2.  We  may  infer,  That  the  Covenant 
©f  Grace  is  a  proper^  covenant.  Some 
greatly  obfcure  the  do^ine  of  this  tranP 
adion,  denying  that  it  is  ftriftly  fcederal. 
But  every  requiflte  of  a  Covenant,  in  the . 
ftridVeft  fenfe  of  the  term,  is  to  be  foimd 
in  it:  There  are  diftinft  parties;  different 
parts;  propoials  made  on  the  one  hand^ 
and  accepted  on  tlie  other.  The  fketch 
we  hav6  drawn  of  it  is  fiifficient  to  obviate 
all  they  can  alledge,  who  would  reprefent 
this.  Covenant  as   a   naked  pecree,   m 

they 
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tlley  arc  pleafed  to  ftyle  it ;  dnd  aUb  to  re- 
pel the  Cocceian  dreams  about  aia  eternal ' 
teftament^  is  oppofed  to  a  proper  Cove* 
iiant* 

3.  Though  this  tranfaftidn  be  ftriftly 
fcederaV  as  it  obtained  between  the  Fa* 
ther  and  the  Son  ;  yet  it  is  teftamentary, 
both  in  its  confirmation  and  exhibition  t  All 
the  eflentials  of  a  teftanient  are-to  be  found 
in  it ;  fkch  as,  a  Teftator,  i/vho  ratified  it 
by  his  death  ;  an:  inheritance,  to  be  con- 
veyed ;  a  feed,  to  be  conflituted  heirs ;  and 
a  deed  of  conveyance,  legally  drawn,  and 
duly  executed,  fo  that  it  might  be  plead- 
able in  behalf  of  the  legatees*  All  the  be-* 
nefits  of  this  covenant  ^e  properly  lega- 
cies, in  refpedt  of  the  freedom  with  which. 
'  tlieyare  bcflowed  on  the  Covenanted  feed* 
AH  the  children  of  the  covenant  are  proper* 
ly  legatees  ;  they  dare  not  plead  their  own, 
but  the  Mediator's  merit,  and  his  teflament 
as  the  foundation  of  their  claim  of  right* 
And,  as  in  teflaments,he  who  accepts  of  one 
of  the  articles  mull  accept  of,  and  ftand  to 
all  the  reft  j  fb  he  who  accepts  of  one  pro- 
mife  of  the  New  Covenant  muft  accept  of 
it  all :  And,  if  once  accepted>  it  muft  be 
1^         D  -         improved 
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improved  unto  all  the  purpofes  for  which 
it  was  defigned.  Acceptance  of  it  lays 
perfons  under  inviolable  ties  of  gratitude 
to  improve  the  promifes  and  privileges  of 
the  covenant,  in  the  performance  of  all 
thofe  duties  which  are  connected  with,  and 
conlcquent  upon  an  inflating  in  it. 

As.  a  SECOND  PRELIMINARY,  Wc 
ihall  attend  unto  the  connection  between 
the  Covenant  of  Mercy  and  the  Church's 
Covenant  of  Duty. 

I .  And  they  are  conneAcd  together,  as 
the  Eternal  Covenant  is  the  foundation  of 
accels  to  God  in  this  Duty.  No  one  of 
Adam's  guilty  family  durfl  ever  have  ad- 
ventured upon  Aich  a  iblemn  duty,  had 
not  God  exhibited  the  fiir^tyrrighteoufiiefs 
which  is  the  condition  of  the  New  Cove- 
nant, as  a  fure  foundation  on  which  fin- 
ners  may  0:and  before  him.  Nor  could 
any  have  drawn  near  to  God,  in  this  duty, 
Anle^  he  had  revealed  the  promifes  of 
th^  covenant,  for  their  welcome  and  en- 
couragement. Let  the  covenant,  for  ex- 
ample, be,  TH*  Lord  is  our  God  :  Who, 
of  all  the  guilty  race,  durfl  have  avouched 

the. 
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the  Lord,  as  his  God,  had  not  God  firft 
promiled,  "  I  will  fay  it  is  my  people,  and 
they  (hall  (ay  the  Lord  is  my  GocL'^  Sin 
made  jRich  a  diftance  between  God  and 
man,  and  guilt  left  fiich  a  dread  of  God 
on  the  confcience,  that  Adam  fled  from 
the  PRZSBNCE  OF  THE  LoRD,  inftead  of 
cleaving  unto  him-  by  covenant-engage- 
ments. But  the  accomplifhment  of  the 
condition  of  the  New  Covenant  not  only 
removes  our  fears,  it  alfb  infpires  with 
confidence;  while  the  promifes  raife  an 
aflured  hope  of  acceptance  in  approaching 
God,  in  the  moft  fblemn  forms  of  dedica- 
tion unto  hbn,  as  well  as  ftrength  to  pay 
what  has  been  vowed, 

2.  The  Eternal  Covenant  and  the 
Church's  Covenant  of  Duties  ate  allied  to 
each  other;  as  that  is  the  meallire,  and^ 
indeed,  the  matter  of  the  Church's  engage- 
ments to  be  the  Lord's.  ^  As  we  know  not 
what  to  pray  for,  but  as  the  promifes  fur- 
ni(h  us  with  petitions,  fb  we  know  not 
what  we  (hould  promife  unto  God,  but  as 
the  fame  promifes  furnifli  us  with  vows*. 
Acceptable  prayers  are  juft  divine  promifes 
turned  into  fupplications  and  requefts ; 
D  2  acceptable 
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acceptable  vows  are. nothing  elfe  than  thd 
forcfaid  promifes  turned  mto  holy  refoliV 
tions.  The  promiies  of.  God's  Covenant 
and  the  precepts  of  his  Law  are  of  equal 
extent ;  and  as  the  matter  of  religioua 
vows  are  authoriied  by  the  divine  law,  fa 
they  are  alfo  warranted  by  the  divine  pro-r 
miles  ;  and  the,  matter  of  thefe  covenants 
is  no  other  than  the  matter  of  the  promife 
improved  according  to  the  delign  of  its 
great  author*  The  Churches  engagementa 
fbould  extend  no*  farther  than  the  promifes 
of  tlie  gofpel ;  or,  if  they  do,  they  are 
certainly  fuperftitious.  The  vows  of  the 
Romiih  Church  are  juflly  reprobated  on 
this  account  ;  Proteflants  know  not  how 
they  can  be  performed  ;  for  as  they  are 
corifefledly  more  tlian  any  thing  for  which 
God  hath  promifed  his  grace,  they  mufl; 
all  be  performed  in  their  o\vn  ftrerigth^ 
But  there  is  no  place  to  obje<^.  That  the 
religious  Covenants  of  the  Church  of  God, 
in  all  ages,  and  of  Proteftants,  in  particu- 
lar, are  of  the  fiiperftitious  kind  ;  for  it 
can  never  be  fuperftitious  to  vow.  the  per-< 
formancc  of  that  which  God  will  work  in 
Its,  and  unto  which  he  will  enable  us.-^^ 
Thefe  engagements  ought  not  to  flop  (hora 
.       ^   ..  of 
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oft  any  thing  Gocl  has  promiied  to  his 
Church,  or  engaged  to  beftow  upon  her 
children.  If  our  engagements  inchide  left 
than  the  Covenant,  of  Grace,  we  muft,  in 
that  cale,  defpife  all  tliat  grace  that  is  o- 
mitted.  As  thei^c  is  notliing  in  all  the  New 
Covenant  which  God  thought  too  fmall  for 
him  to  promile  and  beftow,  fo  there  is 
nothing  in  it  too  Imall  for  the  covenanted 
ieed  to  acknowledge,  to  the  praile  of  his 
^ace  ; — nothing  of  which  they  dare  to  be 
a(hamed  to  own,  that  they  are  interefted 
in  it.  Be  not  bullied  out  of  covenant- 
engagements,  becaule  Ibme  affed:  to  re* 
prelent  them  as  matters  of  indifference, 
unimportant  puniftilios ;  for,,  that  God 
who  beftowed  them,  conferred  liifficient 
dignity  upon  them.  Every  thing  which 
is  of  God  is  truly  great. 

3.  The  Covenant  of  Grace  and  our 
Covenant  of  Duty  are  clofcly  allied,  as  the 
formal  nature  of  evangelical  covenanting 
confifts  in  taking  hold  of  that  Covenant, 
as  exliibited  in  the  gofpel.  Perlbnal  covc^ 
naming  confifts  in  a  perfbnal  acceptance 
of  God's  gracious  Covenant,  according  to 
that  exhibition  of  it  wluch  the  perfon  en-^ 
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joys,  with  apt  engagement  to  wsdk  worthy 
of  the  privileges  of  it,  unto  all  well-plea- 
iing.  This  is  evident  from  the  Baptift's 
teftimony:  "He  that  rcceiveth  his  tefti- 
mojiy,  hath  let  to  his  feal  that  God  is 
true  */*     Faith's  acceptance  is  an  inward 

♦  John  iii.  33.  M.  Chemnetius'*  expofition  of  this 
text  is  '^ortliy/of  our  notice,  and  fuitcd  to  ourpurpofe  : 
•*  Et  non  fine  gravi  caufa  Baptilta  verbum  obsignare, 
•'  quod  in  articulo  Juftificationis,  fcmper  Deo  tribnitnr, 
*'  de  credentibos  hoc  loco  nfurpat.  Fit  enim  in  JulHfi- 
*'  catione  Pactum  bon«  confcientise  coram  Deo ;  hoc  eft, 
'^  ut  confcientia  ftatnat  Deum  nobis  propitium  ei?e.  lUud 
**  PACTUM  Dens  ex  una  parte  obiignat  Sacramentia  et 
**  Spiritu  San<flo :  Fides  vero,  ex  altera  parte  in  confci- 
**  entia  Pactum  illud  obfignat,  quod  fciz.  velit-dn  ilia 
''  vera  fiducia  acquicfccre:"  Hannon.  Evangel,  p.  298. 

This  do<5trinc  of  Covenanting^  in  a  perfonal  manner, 
is  notably  exemplified  both  by  Jacob  and  David  :  The 
former  fiUs  a  Diflcrtatiou  in  the  following  pages^  and 
the  latter  records  his  own  pra»5lice  in  the  following 
terms  :  **  What  ihall  I  render  unto  the  Lord  ?  i^ll  his 
benefits  to  m<r.  I  will  take  the  cup  of  fklvation,  and  call 
upon  the  name  of  tlie  Lord.  I  will  pay  my  vows  unto 
the.  Lord  now,  in  the  prefence  of  all  his  people  :*'  So  the 
1 2th  vcrfe  fhquld  be  rendered.  This  is  the  only  fcnfe 
w^iich  can  confift  with  facred  pnn«ftuation  ;  and  it  is  as 
if  David  had  faid,  ^'  What  (hall  I  prefent  unto  the  all- 
fufBcient  Jehovah  ?  1  have  nothing  of  mine  own,  indeed  j. 
but  1  devote  all  thofe  graces  he  hath  beftowed  on  me  tp 
his  glory  and  fervice  I  Even  all  the  blcflings  contained  in 
the  Cup  of  Salvation :"  As  it  follows,  "  Oh  Lord  !  truly 
I  am  thy  fcrvant,  I  am  thy  fervant  and  the  fon  of  thine 
|iand-maid :  thou  haft  loofed  my  bands."  What  can  a 
poor  finncr  devote  to  God,  but  what  has  been  gracioiilly 
beftowed  on  him  ?  Wbat  haft  thou^  O  man,  that  th9U 
Jiaft  not  received  f 

fubfcription 
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ftibfcription  to  the  contents  of  the  New 
Covenant :  for  the  word,  imports  liich  an 
action  as  perfons  perform  when  they  let 
their  hand  untd  a  written  deed^  in  token 
of  their  approving  the  contents  of  it  ;  or, 
as  when  perlbns  iubjoin  their  name  "to  a 
letter,  in   the  ordinary  manner  in  which 

they  fiibfcribe  it. Again,  public  cove* 

nanting  is  nothing  elle  than  a  public  and 
Ibcial  acceptance  of  it,  adapted  to  that  oeco- 
nomy  which  the  covenanters  enjoy :  This 
will  be  evidenced,  I  hope,  in  all  the  in^ 
ftances  which  fall  under  our  confideration. 
Hence,  in  fbme  of  them,  the  promiies  of 
the  Covenant  of  Grace  only  agre  exprefled, 
and  the  Churches  Engagements  unto  Duty 
arc  implied.  The  ftipulation  is  mutual, 
however,  as  thefe  promiies,  by  the  work* 
ing  of  God's  good  Spirit,  were  made  effcc- 
tui,  to  bring  perfons  and  churches  to  give 
themfelves  unto  the  Lord,  as  alfo,  ta  take 
God  for  their  God,  for  ever  and  ever. 
For  example,  God's  promife  to  Abraham 
was,  "  I  am  thy  (liield,  and  exceeding 
great  reward;"  and  his  engagement  is  in-^ 
eluded,  though  not  exprefled.  This  is 
evident  from  his  faith,  patience,  and  re- 
fignatioii  to  the  will  oftJod. 

4.  The 
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4.  The  Eternal  Contract  and  our  EtP» 
gagement  to  Duties  ftand  in  the  clofell 
conneifUon  with  each  other,  as  the  pro- 
miies  and  privileges  of  that  Covenant  arc 
the  grandeft  motives  to  enter  into  the& 
Engagements.  Thus,  Is  it  not  a  forcible! 
motive  to  take  hold  of  Jefiis  Clirift,  as  the 
only  propitiation  for  our  fins,  that  God 
hath  fet  him  forth  to  be  a  propitiation, 
through  faith  in  his  blood  ?  Is  it  not  a  co-* 
gent  argument,  to  take  hit  righteoufhcff 
OS  the  only  foundation  of  our  acccfs  to, 
and  acceptance  with  God,  that  wc  have 
'accels,  with  boldnefe,  into  the  holieft  o£ 
all  by  the  blood  of  Jeliis  ?  Can  there  be  a 
ftronger  argument  for  our  taking  hold  of 
the  Covenant  of  free  and  rich  promifc,'as 
our  only  charter  to  the  heavenly  inhfS'i- 
tance,  than  God's  making  with  us  an  ever- 
lafting  Covenant,  even  the  fure  mercies  of 
David  ?  Can  there  be  a  flxonger  excite- 
ment to  take  his  word,  for  our  perfeft  and 
only  rule  of  faith  and  practice,  than  his 
giving  us  flich  a  light  to  our  feet,  and 
fiich  a  lamp  to  our  paths  ?  Can  any  but  an 
imbelieving  and  ungrateful  heart  refufe  to 
take  bis  Spirit,  as  the  fole  guide  into  all 
truth,    feeing  he  ifias  engaged  to  beftow 

fuch 
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f\ich  a  leader?  /'  Howbeit,  when  the  Spi- 
rit of  Truth  is  comc>  he  will  guide  you 
into  all-  Truth. '^  Can  any  hefitate  whe* 
ther  We  (hould^  eafch  for  ourfelves,  avouch 
the  Lord  as  our  own  God,  feeing  God 
hath  faid,  ''  I  am  the  Lord  thy  God  V'  If 
a  God  m  covenant  hath  given  Dis  a  lyftem 
of  pure  ordinances,  holy  dodrine,  ipi-?- 
ritual  woHhip,  evangelical  government  and 
difcipline,  Why  (hould  not  every  perfon^ 
who  claims  an  intereft  in»  this  covenanted 
God,  refblve  to  continue  in  the  faith,  pro- 
fellion,  an<J  obedience  of  that  lyftem  all  the 
days  of  his  life  ?  The  inipired  lyftem  is  Con- 
ferred on  us  for  our  own  good,  as  well  a^ 
God^s  glory ;  .That  gratitude^  therefore, 
which  infpires  vnth  love  to  his^lory,  which 
difpofes  to  prefer  it  above  all  things,  will 
^dG)  inlpire  with  love  unto  his  truth,  as  the 
means  of  advancing  it;  and,  of  confequence> 
with  the  hatred  of  every  falfe  and  wicked 
way  :  The  more  *s  our  own  advantage  is 
infeparably  connefted  with  his  honour,  and " 
immediately  fubordinated  to  it.  If  God 
promiie  the  enlargement  and  continuance 
of  the  kingdom  of  Clirift,  as  an  encourage- 
ment to  liis  iubjefts,  Why  fhould  not  they 
HK)ft  ardently  defire  the  enjoyment  of  that 
^         E;  comfort? 
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comfoft  ?  Why  (hould  they  not  ufe  ever^ 
mean  of  his  appointment  for  obtaining  it  ? 
In  one  word,^  If  perfbns  are  infinitely  obli- 
ged to  God,  being  redeemed  by  his  Son, 
faniftified  by  his  Spirit,  and  (aved  by  his 
Grace  ?  Does  not  juftice,  as  well  as  grati- 
tude, fay,  we  are  not  our  own  ?  WTiy  fhoxild 
not  we  devote  our  fervices  unto  our  right- 
ful Lord,  depending  upon  the  power  of 
his  Holy  Spirit,  that  he  may  enable  us 
to  do  our  duty,  unto  the  praife  of  his 
grace  in  all  the  chiurches.     Amen  *. 

In  the  LAST  PLACE,  We  (hall  furvey 
the  State  of  the  Church  from  the  Fall  of 
Adam  to  the  Covenant  between  God  and 
Noah,  before  the  Flood.  ^ — And  we  may 
take  a  view  of  it  both  in  its  conftitution  and 
continuance.  As  to  the  first  Iwe  may 
obferve, 

I.  The  perfon  who ereded  this  Church 
was  no  other  than  the  Son  of  God.  I  find 
fome  authors  who  explain  this  appearance 
of  the  Father,  I  cannot  eafily  reconcile 
myfelf  to  go  int^  it  however ;  ^*  for  na 

.    ♦  Sec  the  Bond  for  renewing  our  Solemn  Covenants. 

man 
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man  hath  feen  God  at  any  time ;  but  the 
only  begotten  Son^  who  is  in  the  boibm  of 
the  Father,  he  hath  declared  him.'*  Ifhall 
nat  ftay  to  prove,  that  all  the  Appearances, 
with  which  the  Old  Teftament  Church  was 
favoured,  were  made  by  the  Son  God,  as 
this  point  has  been  demonftrated,  with  a 
degree  of  evidence,  lliperior  to  reafonable 
contradii^ion,  by  others. — Our  tranflation 
defcribes  his  appearance  thus ;  **  And  tliey 
heard  the  voice  of  the  Lord  God  walking 
in  the  garden,  in  the  cooU.of  the  day  *.*' 
But,  if  Ave  turn  to  the  inlpired  originhl, . 
we  will  find  that  it  was  the  Voice  which 
WALKED  ;  the  word  VOICE  and  walking 
are  conned:ed  together  :  And  by  the  voi  CE 
we  are  to  underfland  the  word,  that  is, 
tUe  perlbnal  Word  ;  he  then  walked  in  the 
garden,  as  a  prelude  of  his  afterwards 
ivaiking  up  and  down  in  our  world,  in  the 
fulnefs  of  time.  The  ancient  Church  un- 
dcrftood  this  text  of  the  personal  Word, 
and  they  were  not  deceived  t ;  the  bufincli 

^  *  Gen.  iii.  8. 

t  For  proof  of  what  -  is  above  aflerted,  the  learned 
reader  may  confult  Boston's  Traclat.  Stigiiiologic.  p. 
62  ;  Dr  OwEN*s  Exercit.  prefixed  to  his  Expofition  of 
the  Epiftle  to  the  Hebrews,  Vcd.  L  p.  114,   115- 
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was  of  fuch  importance  as  to  require  the 
greateft  meflcnger  the  Father  had  to  fend. 
The  works  which  were  performed  at  tliis 
time  were  fully  competent,  and  only  re- 
Iponfible  to  the  great  God  our  Saviour. 

2,  The  condition  in  which  the  perlbn- 
al  Word  found  tlie  guilty  pair  was  truly 
pitiable  and  wretched.  They  were  en^ 
gaged  in  the  moft  wckcd  rebellion, — ^in- 
volved in  the  moft  attrodous  guilt;  and 
lliame,  the  inevitable  effeft  of  confcious 
guiltinefs,  covered  them,  inftead  of  ^at 
innocence  with  which  they  were  originally 
adorned.  The  nakednqis  of  guilt  was  infi- 
nitely greater  than  the  paltry  garment  of 
fig-leaves  cduld  hide  or  cover.  Sorrow 
and  revenge,  horror  and  delJDair,  ftrike 
with  infinitely  greater  torment  than  all  the 
plealures  of  Paradife  could  poflibly  allay% 
Now  God  thunders  forth  all  the  curies  of 
a  broken  covenant :  Confcience  fiibfcribes 
the  awful  indidment ;  the  hand  of  Joftice 
is  lifted  to  fetch  the  fatal  blow  I  For  ought 
that  Adam  coi^d  either  imagine  or  expecfl, 
ns  he  had  ingulfed  himlclf,  and  all  his  po- 
llerity,  in  the  depths  of  fin,  and  an  abyfi 
of  wo  J  fo  there  was  nothing  for  him  h\x% 
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the  execution  of  the  tlireatening !  He  had 
made  God  his  enemy,  Where  was  the  an- 
gel in  heaven,  or  the  creature  on  earth, 
which  durft  (land  his  friend  ! 

3.  The  work  accomplifhed.by  the  Per- 
fonal  Word,  on  this  important  occafion, 
was  gimazingly  gracious  and  merciful. 
He  examined  the  criminals  of  the  human 
kind,  as  to  where  they  now  were,  and 
\yhat  they  had  done.  They,  on  the  other- 
hand,  acknowledge  the  fa6l^  indeed,  but 
extenuate  the  guilt — flaying  the  blame,  the 
man  upon  the  woman,  and  the  woman  on 
the  fcrpent.  It  is  worthy  of  our  notice, 
that  the  Icrpent  was  neither  examined  nor 
convifted,    as   there   were   no  defigns  ^  of 

mercy  towards  him*  He  fentenced  the 

/eipent  unto  punilhment :  The  brute  is 
degraded  from  its  dignity  and  excellence, 
becaufe  it  had  been  proftituted  as  an  in- 
ftrument  of  feduftion  :  It  is  alfo  doomed 
to  go  upon  its  belly,  and  lick  .duft  for  its 
meat  ;  and  this  is  an  aenigmatical  repre- 
fentation,  perhaps,  of  the  devil's  punifli- 
ment,  who  had  abuled  the  ferpent  on  this 
occafion.  Though  he  was  originally  among 
the  flowers  of  the  creation,  formed  fiw  re^ 
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lifliing  the  moft  exquifitely  refined  and 
ipiritual  plealures,  now  he  is  debafed  to 
^hc  grcatell  wretchednefs  ;  all  the  delights 
of  wliich  he  can  participate  are  bafe,  as  the 

dud    of    the    ftreet. He   denounced  a 

threatening  againft  the  old  ferpent,  which 
implied  a  promile  of  falvation  unto  a  felecfl 
company  of  the  human  family,  through 
the  incarnation  and  death  of  Chrift. 
Man  had  nothing  to  expe<^  but  to  (hare  in 
the  Iam6  lot  with  the  devil,  and  to  be  made 
fubje<fl  to  his  tyranny,  feeing  he  had  join- 
ed ^ft'  conTederacy  with  him,  and  made 
hiav  liis  Irord  and  mafter.  But,  to  die 
eternal  admiration  of  men  and  angels,  the 
Judge  infures  liberty  to  the  captive,  and 
deflxudion  to  the  tyrant :  **  I  will  put  en- 
mity between  thee  and  the  woman,  and 
between  thy  feed  and  her  Seed  ;  and  he 
fliall  bruiie  thy  head,  and  thou  flialt  bruiie 
his  heel/'  This  is  the, firft  gleam  of  gofpel- 
light  upon  a  benighted  world  ;  therefore 
it  deferyes  oiirfpecial  confideration,  Firil, 
The  publiflier  of  this  promife  is  alio  the 
performer  of  it  :  The  Son  of  God  is,  at 
bnce,^  the  herald  to  proclaim^  and  the  he- 
ro to  profecute  the  war.  Secondly,  The 
parti^  between  whom  this  war  obtains  are, 

the 
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the  old  ferpent,  with  all  devils  and  finally- 
wicked  men,  on  the  one  hand  ;  for  they 
are  the  brood  of  the  ferpent,  or  a  gene- 
ration OF  vipers:  And  the  Melfiah,  as 
the  extraordinary  Seed  of  the  Wojvian, 
with  tlie  Woman  herlelf,  whom  the  devil 
had  (educed,  with  all  her  believing  seed, 
on  the  other  hand  ;  for  Eve  was  the  mo- 
ther OF  ALL  living:  That  is,  of  all 
who  are .  made  fpiritually  alive,  as  Abra- 
ham was  the  Father  of  the  faithful. 
This  arrangement  of  the  parties  inftrudls 
us  of  Wifdom's  triumph  over  the  devil,  in 
that  very  iuilrument  by  which  he  had  dip 
honoured  God,  and  introduced  evil  into 
this  world  ;  woman  was  firft  in  the  tranl^ 
greflion,  and  firft  a  {ubjecl  of  faving  grace. 
As  a\fi>  of  the  myfterious  incarnation  of 
the  Son  of  God,  by  the  power  of  the  Holy 
GhoA.  He  is  called  the  Seed  of  the  Wo- 
man, as  he  was  without  father  as  man. 
"  ^Vhe^  the  fulnefs  of  the  time  was  come, 
God  lent  forth  his  Son,  made  of  a  woman." 
Thirdly,  He  engaged  to  put  enmity  be- 
tween the  parties  fpecified  ;  and  to  prole- 
cute  llich  a  war  as  fhould  illlie  in  deftruc- 
tion  to  one  of  the  parties,  and  prove  emi- 
nently ajffliftive  to  the  other,  though  com^ 

pletely 
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pletely .  viftorious,  and,  finally,  glorious* 
'He.  threatens  enmity,  in  dire^l  oppofition 
to  that  friendfhip  which  fubfifted  between 
the  (erpent  and  the  woman.  The  deliver- 
er threatened  to  break  her  covenant  with 
death,  a;id  her  agreement  with  hell,  which 
could  not  be  accomplifhed  but  by  flaying 
her  enmity "againft.  God,— infufing  a  ha- 
tred of  fin  and  fatan,  and  infpiring  with 
love  to  God  r  for  there  was  no  change  at 
all  on  the  devil.  -The  change  was  fblely 
on  the  part  of  the  woman ;  of  a  friend, 
fhe  becomes  an  enemy  unto  the  fcrpent, 
therefore  he  hates  her.  Wlien  the  pro- 
mife  is  accompliihed  on  her  foul,  fhe  a* 
dores'  that  juftice  at ,  which  fhe  trembled, 
fhe  admires  that  holinefs  which  fhe  for- 
merly  detefled*  Thus,  flie  became  a  pat- 
tern untb  all  her  believing  feed,  as  well  as 
an  emblem  of  the  Church  in  every  fuc- 
ceeding  age.  <  Hence,  Chrifl  feems  to  al- 
lude to  her,  when  he  fpeaks  of  the  **  Wo- 
man, and  the  remnant  of  her  feed  which 
keep  the  commandments  of  God,  and 
have  the  Teflimony  of  Jefus  Chrifl  *•*'  He 

alfo 


♦  ''  Quamvis  enim  oractilo  illo  ad  Serpentcm  fit  infti* 
**  tutus  fbf luo^  cique  poena  denundctur^  locjuitur  tanicii 
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alio  threatened  deftrucflioii  to  the  old  fer- 
pent,  through  the  death  and  iiifFerhigs  of 
our  Lord  Jefus  Clu-ifl.  HE  (for  the  ori- 
ginal word  is  improperly  tranflated  IT) 
fliall  crulh,  or  bruile  thy  head,  and  thou 
(halt  bruife  his  heel.  He  fhall  cruQi  thy 
policy  and  power ;  for  the  head  is  the  feat 
of  wilHom  and  ftrength,  and  a  crufli  in  the 
head  is  frequently  mortal.  This  procla- 
mation of  war  was  eminently  profecuted> 
and  fully  executed  on  the  crofs ;  on  it  the 
Son  of  God  Ipoiled  principalities  and 
^  powers,  he  deftroyed  him  who  had  the 
power   of  death,  that  is   the  devil.      His 

'*  Deus  ad  cor  Adami  et  Evae,  Serpenti  pceilaiii  talem  de- 

**  nimcian^  qu«  homini  futura  eflct  falutaris  :  iiempc  fu- 

"  turas  Scrpejiti  et  femini  i*>fiu3  inimicit^as  cum  tnuliere 

**  ct  Seining  mulicris,  et  futuram  penes  Semen  mulierisi 

"  viaoriam  de  Diabolo.     Non  poterat  Mulieri,  ciii  Dia- 

''  bolus  feducHone  fua  peperdrat  iAimidtiam  cum  Deo, 

'^  et  quain  in  caftra  fua  pellexerat,  cum  Diabolo  interccf 

''  dcre  inimicitia^  nifi  per  Juilificationem  Deo  ipla  con- 

'*  ciliartfttir^  et  per  Saniflii^cationem  in  ipfa  vinceretur 

*'  dominium  pcccatL     Quapropter  Deus  ponens  inimici* 

**  tias  inter  Diabolum  et  mulierem  difponit  mulieri  Fce- 

'f  dus  Novum  Gratiae  juftificahtis  tt  fanjflificantis.     Gra- 

'*  tisB  vero  auiflorem  promittit  Semen  fore  illud  mulieris, 

^'  quod  Satanz  caput  cpntriturum  erat.    Sed  non  abfque. 

"  agone^  in^  quo  prsenmiciat  everituras  illi  tiitpeuf  ct  per- 

*'  X>eiEones,  quippe  Serpens' i^fi  conteretcalcan^iim.  Cal- 

**  caneus  autem  notat  Chrilli  Qui9^fdiv>i  carnem,  in  qua 

**  tcrram  calcavit."     Clopen.  DeFocdere  Dei,  Difput.  v^ 

Thef.  14.. 

^  F  jfufrering;^ 
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fufFerings  were  foretold,  on  the  other  hand : 
Though  the  Seed  of  the  Woman  be  viAo- 
riou^,  yet  he  mufl  die  to  conquer!  Such 
is  the  nature  of  this  viftory !  If  we  under- 
itand  the  ji eel  of  his  human  nature,  then 
the  oracle  was  moft  literally  fulfilled  in  the 
deatli  of  the  crofs  :  In  that  kind  of  death 
the  foot  was  fbretched  out,  and  the  heel 
pierced  through  with  nails  ;  accordingly, 
this  bruifing  is  exprefled  by  another  oracle 
thus,  **  They  pierced  my  hands  and  my 
FEET.'^  If  we  underfland  the  heel  of  his 
myftical  body,  in  its  militant  ftate,  then 
the  event  has  alio  verified  the  prediftion: 
By  means  of  the  old  (erpent,  they  have 
had  tribulation  in  the  world.  I^or  can 
any  good  reafbn  be  afligned  why  both 
fenfes  may  not  be  included.  This  threaten- 
ing \vas  inftruftive  of  the  doftrine  of  the 
fatisfa*5lion  of  Chrifl,  and  juIBfication  and 
tternal  life  through  his  death  and  righte- 
oufhels,  as  al(b  of  the  Iplendid  triumph  of 
of  the  Captain  of  our  Salvation  over  all 
the  powers  of  hell ;  and  his  people  being 
made  conquerors^  and  more  than  conque- 
rors, through  him. Again,  He  annoim* 

ced  the  divine  diipleaflire  agairifl  fin  in  the 
human  race,  and  intimated  to  their  com- 
mon 
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mon  parents,  the  evils  it  had  introduced. 
Concerning  wliich  we  may  obferve.  That 
they  have  the  nature  of  vmdi<ftive  punilh- 
ment  to  all  who  are  under  the  curfe  of  the 
covenant  of  works  ;  and  the  nature,  of  pa- 
ternal chaftifement  to  all  who  are  under 
the  covenant,  of  Grace,  Though  thefe  e- 
vils  are  ftiU  continued  on  perlbns  united 
to  Chrift,  yet  the  curfe  is  removed  from 
them ;  and,  by  the  blefling  of  God,  they  ^ 
are  a  means  of  mortification  and  falva- 
tlon  '^^       _  :      0 

4.  These  declarations  were  blefled  for 
recovering  liberty  to  thefe  Q)iritual   cap- 
tives^ and  bringing  them  into  a  covenant 
relation  to    Godf*   Adam's   faith  appears^ 
from  the  new   name  he  gave  to  Eve,  im- 
mediately after    this    intimation  :    **  And 

♦  Charnock  on  i  Tim.  ii.  15. 

f  ^'  Hoc  pa(%o  in  Oraculoillo  eft  Pa^fluin  proniiiTionis, 
''qua  Ad^mus  et  Eva  fuenint  *iv^ftXtrfciifi  Evangelic 
'^INITIATI,  ct  cum illis  initiatnm  Novum  Fcedus  Gratiae 
*'  ejufque  Teftamcntum  rcvelatum,  Et  Oraculum  illud 
**  fcriptitm  poftliminiononcaruitpleniori  aliqua  illuftra- 
'*  tion^  per  vcrbum  fupcmaturaliter  faiflum,  ct  Tradi- 
*'  tione  Prophetica  ^•mivr^  ad  pofleritatem  propagatuui,| 
''  priino  domatim^  mox  gregatim  inftituta  Ecclefia."— 
Clopcn.  Dc  Foeder^  Dei,  Diiput,  v.  Thcf.  15. 

F  2  Adam 
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Adam  called  his  wife's  name  EvE;  becaufe 
file  was  fhe  mother  of  all  Uving  ^.^^  That 
,  is,  the  mother  of  all  who  are  made  fpiri- 
tually  alive  :  And  Eve's  faith  was  lecured 
in  the  promife  already  explaiiied  :  For  en- 
mity, fuch  as  God  creates,  is  nothing  elfe 
than  deliverance  from  the  power  and  ifriend- 
Ihip  of  fatan  ;  and  enmity  with  the  devil 
cannot  imply  lefe  than  the  friendfhip  of 
God,  as  the  friendfhip  of  the  world  is  en- 
mity with  God, — ^Now,  acceptance  of  this 
declaration  was,,  virtually  at  leaft,  perfonal 
covenanting  :  By  taking  hold  of  the  divine 
grant,  they  were  bound,  both  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  promifer  and  the  ties  of  gra- 
titude, to  improve  all  the  grace  of  the  pro- 
mife, and  to  walk  worthy  of  all  the  privi- 
leges contained  in  it.  They  were  bound 
to  maintain  a  conftant  warfare  againft  the 
devil  and  all  his  works.  And  no  one,  who 
attends  unto  the  nature  and  importance  of 
a  divine  promife,  can  hefitate  a  moment, 
if  perlbns  ought  to  accept  it  j  and,  whea 

*  The  grcateft  part  of  Proteftant  writers  have  ex- 
plained t}\e  name.KvE  in  this  manner.  See,  particular* 
ly,  Martyr,  Fagius,  Pareus,  the  Marrow  of  Moderm 
J)iviNiTY,  Herman.  Wit.  de  Oecon.  Foedenun  j  the 
former,  p.  /^(f,  12th  edition j  tlip  latt|f,  p.  5.68 — 570,  e- 
riit.  3tio, 
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once  accepted,  whether  they  ought  to  a£l 
in  oppofition  or  in  conformity  to  the  grace 
contained  in  it.-  This  promile  was  a  moft 
Icalbnablc  tefliijiony  againft  that  invalSon  ' 
which  fatan  had  made^  on  the  kingdom  of 
God,  and  againft  the  compliance  of  our 
firft  parents  with  his  moft  wicked  defigns. 
Some  think  it  is  fo  enigmatical,  indeed, 
that  Adam  could  not  polfibly  underftand 
it;  but  how  filch  ah  imagination  could  come 
into  the  head  of  any  who  pays  thelcaftre- 
gar<i  to  the  Scriptures,  is  not  eafy  to  con- 
ceive. Did  not  Adam  know,  and  remem- 
ber with  the  deepeft  fbrrow,  that  death, 
the  lecond  death,  came  upon  himlelf  and 
all  his  pofterity,  by  the  fubtilty  of  the  fer- 
pent  ?  Is  it  an  impenetrable  senigma  then, 
to  promife  deliverai^ce  under  the  4iotion 
of  deftrudlion  to  the  caule  of  his  ruin  ?  Is 
not  a  complete  removal  of  the  caufe  of 
his  dileale,  the  moft  natural  and  effeftual 
means  of  his  ciire  ?  Did  not  Adam  uncjer- 
ftand  the  promife  in  tliis  Ught,  when  he 
impofed  the  name  upon  liis  wife,  which 
has  been  already  confidered  i  The  pro-* 
mife,  of  confequence.  Was  not  only  under- 
ftood,  but  alfo  improved  by  Adam  for  Jiis 
own  falvation,  and  as  a  foitable  teftimony 
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in  oppofition  to  all  that  rebellion  againfl 
God  which  had  then  obtained  in  the 
world. 

5.  The  rule  under  which  thefe  cove- 
nanters were  brought  was  the  promife,  in 
relpe^t  of  faith  ; — ^the  law  of  nature,  in 
relpeft  of  obedience  ; — imd  the  inftitution 
of  fecrifices,  in  refpeA  of  both.  As  to 
the  rule  of  obedience,  we  may  obferve. 
That  the  law  of  nature  was  a  monitor,  as 
to  good  and  evil,  prior  to  the  giving  of 
the  law  from  Sinai,  and  to  fuch  hints^ 
concerning  it,  as  were  given  to  Noah  and 
the  reft  of  the  patriarchs.  If  gentile  lin- 
ners,  who  are  not  enlightened  by  any  pro- 
mife,  who  have  not  the  written  law,  do, 
by  nature,  the  things  contained  in  the  law, 
and  thus  fliew  the  works  of  the  law  writ- 
ten in  their  hearts  ;  much  more  may  per- 
Ibns  favoiu-ed  ^vith  divine  promiles,  and 
illuminated  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  fhew  the 
works  of  the  law  written  in  their  hearts^ 
by  writing  it  out  again  in  their  lives  and 
converfations.  By  tliis  means,  May  they 
not  demonftrate  that  he  has  delineated 
God's  law  of  new  on  their  confcicnces  ? 
The   law  written   on   man's  heart  in  his 
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ftate  of  primeval  innocence,  was  greatly 
obfcured  by  the  fall ;  but  God  prelerved 
as  much  of  it  as  is  fiifficient  to  leave  men 
inexcuieable  in  every  age  ;  and,  by  the  il- 
lumination of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  to'  gmde  iii 
the  paths  of  holinels  in  that  one  *•  Ac- 
cordingly, there  were  many  evidences  of 
(uch  impreflions  upon  the  minds  of  the  an- 
tediluvians, in  various  parts  of  their  con- 
duct, whether  by  ai^ng  in  conformity  or 
in  oppofition  to  them  :  Such  as  diftinftion 
of  property,  and  the  piurfiiit  of  lawful  cal- 
lings^ in  obedience  to  the  precepts  of  the 
iecond  table  of  the  moral  law ;  faith  in 
God,  and  love  unto  him,^  in  agreeableneis 

to  tho£e  of  the  firft. Sacrifices,  I  have 

laid^  refpefted  faith,  as  well  as  obedience ; 
and  their  inftitution  was  the  rule  of  both. 
They  deferve   more  ample   conlideration 

♦  See  Oven's  Tkeologtunena,  lib,  ii.  cap;  r.  ThciT.  6, 
7,  8«  Should  any  fuppofe  the  Patriarchs  had  other  hints 
of  God's  willy  as  to  their  daty,  I  ihould  not  be  forward 
to  deny  it ;  though,  after  all,  I  cannot  fee  the  neceffity 
of  it :  For,  although  the  law  of  nature  and  the  law  from 
Sinai  be  the  law  of  the  covenant  of  works,  materially 
confidered,  yet  it  is  not  as  the  law  of  nature,  or  yet  as 
the  covenant  of  works  ;  but,  as  inforced  by  evangelical 
motives,  as  obeyed  in  the  ftrength  of  gofpel  grace,  and 
as  delineated,  de  novo,  on  the  heart,  by  the  infcrip- 
Hon  of  the  Spirit, — that  it  becomes  a  rule  of  Sandlifica- 
0on. 

than 
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than  I  can,  at  prefent,  undertake.  We  may 
attend  for  a  moment,  however,  to  their 
origin, — ^their  oblation, — ^^d  their  ufe. 
They  did  not  originate  from  the  invention 
of  men^  but  in  the  efpecial  inftitutibn  of 
God  *•  It  is  readily  confefled,  the  Mofaic 
hiftory  does  not  record  their  inftitution  in 
ib  many  words  ;  but  it  is  neceflarily  iiip- 
poled  even  in  that  account,  as  Well  as 
many  after  revelations.  The  Sacred  Hi- 
ftorian,  the  very  firft  time  he  mentions  fe- 
crifices,  fpeaks  alio  of  their  acceptance. 
Now,  we  have  no  reafon  to  imagine  that 
God  ever  accepted  any  thing,  under  the 
notion  of  worftiip,  but  what  he  had  previ- 
oufly  inftituted.  The  divine  inftitution  of 
facrifices  is   alio  the   only  foundation  of 

*  Dr  SPENCER  declares  for  tbe  hiunan  origin  of  facri- 
fices ;  and,  in  tliis  particular,  coincides  with  the  greater 
part  of  Catholic  writers,  fomfe  of  whom,  a9»6ellarmine,  ^ 
carry  tlieni  up  before  the  fall.  Out  ram  fpeaJcs  with' 
hefitancy,  more  than  was  becoming  ;  but  he  candidly  re*- 
prefented  arguments  on  l>oth  fides.  Cocceius  plea^ds  in 
favours  of  their  human  original  prior  to  the  Mofaic  Oc- 
conomy  at  Icall.  Hi&  arguments  are  fully  anfwered,  and 
liis  h3T>othefis  overturned  by  Leidekker  Vb  Veritatis, 
Lib.  iv.  Controv.  i. — See  alfo  CLoprENBURG,  Schol.  Sa- 
crific.  cap.  2.  The  fubje<ft  is  alfo  confidercd,  with  di- 
ftinguiflied  abilities  and  remarkable  perfpicuity,  by  Dr 
Jennings,  in  our  language,  Jewifli  Antic[.  Vol.  I,  p.  ^oj^ 
ct  deinceps. 
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faith  to  the  offerer.  Faith  without  a  foiin-' 
dation  of  God's  laying,  is  no  faith  at  all ; 
of  no  avaif,  at  leafl,  uilto  the  faving  of  the 
Ibul.  But  .the  primitive  offerers  had  ccr^ 
tainly  a  foundation  of  faith  ;  for  the  A- 
poftle  afRireth  us,  that,^*  by  faITh,  Abel 
offered  iJnto  God  a  more  excellent  lacri*- 
fice  than  Cain/''  *  In  the  antediluvian 
ftate  there  was  no  perlbn,  or  order  of  per^ 
ions,  invefted  with  an  exclulive  x:laim  un^ 
to  the  prieft's  office*  Some  apprehend, 
that  God  conferred  the  office  upon  the 
firft-bom,  indeed  ;  but  I  can  fee  no  reaforl 
to  perfuade  Us  that  this  was  the  cafe,  till 
God  deftroyed  Egypt's  firft-born :  Theiii 
he  fet  apart  IfraePs  firft^-born  unto  himlelf, 
Mtd  afterwards  took  the  Levites  in-their 
ftead.  Butj  under  the  antediluvian  dif^ 
|>en(atk>n,  Abel,  who  was  a  lecond  Gyn^ 
had  as  good  a  right  to  offer  facrifice  a:^ 
Cain  }  and  made  a  much  better  ufe  of  it** 
The  faft  is>  under  that  flate  th6  Churches 


*  Many  excellent  authdrs  confidered  the  J>riefUioodas 
a  prerogative  of  the  ilrlt-bom.  Cloppenbu'rg,  utftipra, 
p.  IS-  But  the  reaipns  of  Dr  Owen  ahd  Vitringa  ha\6 
determined  me  dgainfb  that  opinion.  Dr  Ow£n',  on  Heb* 
Excrcit.  Vol.  II.  p.  136.  ViTPiNG*  Ob«  Sac.  Lib.  ii.  cap* 

*  G  were 
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were  domeftic,  and  every  head  of  a  fami-' 
ly  was  tound  to  offer  facrilices  for  it ;  but 
nat  to  the  exclufk)n  of  individuals  for 
tiicmfelves,  on  perfonal  conliderations^ 
The  lacrifices  of  Cain  and  Abel  appear  to 
have  been  perfonal  ones,  and  that  of  Job 
a  family  one.  Neither  does  it  appear, 
that,  under  this  (late,  there  was  any  place 
conlecrated  to  the-  purpdfe  of  offering  fa* 
criiices  ;  but  everyone  offered  where  he 
pleafed.  It  behoved  Ibmewhat,  however, 
to  be  ufed  for  an  altar.  The  creature* 
-offered  were  both  fruits  and, animals.  The 
oblation  of  animals  feems  to  have  been  e- 
fpecially  defigned  as  a  figure  of  the  grand 
facrifice  of  our  Lord  Jeliis  Chrift  ;  and  the 
oblation  of  fruits,  to  point  out  the  evan- 
gelical obedience,  and  grateful  fervices  of 
tlie  Church  in  every  age,  elpecially  under 
the  better  ceconomy.  Nor  was  there  any 
time,  fb  far  as  we  know,  on  which  the  pa- 
triarchs were  obliged  to  facrifice.  The 
Sabbath  of  the  feventh  day  was  the  ^  only 
holy  time  then  known  ;  and,  being  of  a 
moral  nature,  and  of  moral  obligation, 
they  were  bound  to  fill  it  up  chiefly,  if 
not  wholly,  with  moral  obedience.  The 
leafbn,  as  well  as  every  thing  elfe  relative 

to 
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to  fiicrifices,  came,  by  degrees,  to  be  par- 
ticularly alcertained  ;  for  God  had  reaibns 
worthy   of  himfelf,  not   to   fix  all  things 

concerning  them   at   once. As  to  the 

ule  of  {acrifices,  -elpecially  expiatory  onfes, 
I  fhall  only  note,  that  as  they  interveened 
between  the  promife  of  the  Melfiah's  fufFer- 
ings  and  the  accomplifliment  of  it,  ib  they 
had  a  refpe<-l  unto  both.  They  looked 
forward  to  the  deceafe  which  he  fhould  ac- 
complifli  at  Jerufalem,  and  held  it  up,  in 
PROSPECTIVE,  unto  the  faith  of  the  offerer. 
They  looked  backward  to  the  making  of 
the  promife,  and  ferved  as  memorials  to 
bring  it  to  remembrance ;  as  well  as  pledges 
of  its  future,  but  certain  accomplifliment*. 

•  Cloppenburg.  Schol.  Sacriiic.  cap.  4*  I  intend- 
ed to  have  given  an  extradl  from  this  chapter,  and  fonie 
other  parts  of  his  works  ;  but,  the  whole  is  fo .excellent, 
/  /bond  niyfelf  at  a  lofs,  when  I  began  to-fele(5l,  and  in 
danger  of  omitting  the  moft  valuable  parts.  I  heartily 
wiih,  that  the  reader,  capable  of  uriderftanding  his  ^vorks^ 
were  poflefled  of  thera.  He  would  find  much  acute  cri-' 
ticifm  ;  many  thoughts,  not  more  new  than  jiiit ;  genuine 
zeal  for  foundnefs  in  the  faith,  tetfipered  with  candour 
even  to  the  very  enemies  of  it.  Perhaps  Profeflbr  Mark 
never  did  a  better  fervice  to  the  Chtu-ch,  than  in  colled:- 
ing  and  fuperintending  the  publication  of  his  grandla- 
tiier's  works.— Works  that  afforded  Witfxus  fome  of  tJie 
belt  hints  which  are  to  be  found  in  his  Oeconomia ;  and 
Witfius's  extra^s  filled  me  with  avidity  to  perufe  tli^ 
whole  ;  and,  when  I  was  gratified^  the  flock  agreed  \^ith 
the  famplc. 

G  2  Expiatory 
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Expiatory  facrifices  have  notliing  to  recom- 
mead  them,  on  the  principles  ot  nature, 
indeed ;  lience  bloody  facrifices  were  de- 
rided, as  madnefs,  by  the  greateft  fages 
of  heathen  antiquity  :  But  they  have  ends 
worthy  of  divine  wifdom,  on  the  principles 
of  gofpel  grace.  Taken  in  connection  with 
the  promile,  from  which  they  ought  never 
to  be  feparated,  they  afford  a  ftriking  view 
of  the  jniilt  and  demerit  of  fin,  in  the 
ftruggles  and  groans  of  the  expiring  ani* 
mals ;  as  alfo,  in  the  fire  coming  down 
from  heaven  to  confume  the  fliefli.  Who 
knows  the  power  of  his  wrath  ! — They  alfo 
afford  a  view  of  the  fvibftitution  of  Chrifl 
in  the  law-room  of  finners  :  The  innocent, 
meek,  dumb  lambs  endured  pan^s  and  fire 
to  prefigure  the  Lamb  of  God,  who  ta-* 
ketli  away  the  lin  of  the  world.  Thus, 
they  aflforded  hopes  of  pardon,  acceptance, 
and  eternal  life  unto  fuch  as  offered  them 
by  faith  in  Jefus  Chrift.  Another  ufe  of 
them  was,  a  typical  confirmation  of  the 
promllcs  of  the  Covenant  of  Grace,  and 
to  turn  it  into  a  Teflament,  typically,  till 
it  fliould  be  afterwards  really  ratified  by 
the  blood  of  Jefus  Chrifl.  In  one  word, 
by  facrifices  God  applied  Chriil's  death  and 
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righteoufhefs,  to  Old  Teftament  faints,  in 
much  the  Tame  manner  as  he  applies  the 
lame  now  by  the  facranients  of  Baptilhi  and 
the  Lord's  Supper  *  ;  but  the  latter  mode 
of  application  is,  by  much.,  the  clearcft. 

SECONDLY,  We  (hall  now  attend  un- 
to the  Continuance  of  this  Church  in 
the  enjoyment  of  the  privileges,  and  dil- 
charge  of  the  duties  above  deibribed  :  And 
{he  continued,  in  fome  meafure  of  confor- 
mity unto  her  original  conftitution,  for 
near  the  fpacc  of  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  years.  Probably  it  was  in  tlie  hun- 
dred and  twenty-ninth  year,  that  Cain  and 
Abel  offered  thofe  facrifices,  from  which 
the  former  took  occafion  to  flay  the  latter  : 
^  For  Seth,  who  came  into  the  world  Ibou 
after  the  death  of  Abel,  was  born  in  the 
hundred  and  thirtieth  yearof  Adam^s  life. 
TTie  defecation,  into  which  a  part  of  this 
Church  was  immerfed,  did  not  confift  £6 
much  in  the  corruption  of  worfliip,  in  re* 
fpeft  of  its  external  form,  as  in  the  want 
of  faith  in,  and  love  to  God  ;  wbicli  produ-- 
ced   want  of  love  among  the  worfliipers 

*  vide  Difput.  Sedan.  Tom.  I.  p.  796. 

themfelvcs^ 
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themfelves,  while  the  oblervance  of  ordi- 
nances was  fbme  way  kept  tip  among  them. 
PaiCng  by  the  Jewifli  fables  about  the  fn- 
perior  excellence  of  AbePs  lacrifice,  we 
may  Hitisfy  ourfelves  with  treadling  on  hal- 
lowed ground.  The  Apoftle  ol^ferves  a 
iiiperior  principle,  even  laving  faith  :  "By 
faith  Abel  offered  unto  God  a  more  excel- 
lent facriQcc  thanX^ain.'^  That  is  a  slain 
SACRIFICE;  for  fo  th6  word  imports*. 
He  looked  forward  to  the  death  of  Chrift : 
Whereas,  it  is  probable,  Cain  offered  only 
a  thank-offering  ;  without  faith  in,'  or  even 
any  reipeft  to  the  Redeemer's  expiatory 
lacrifice.  Perhaps  not  unlike  the  Pharifee, 
who  was  willing  to  thank  God  that  he  was 
not  as  otlier  men.  Again,  Abel  offered  the 
firftling  of  his  flock,  and  of  the  fat  of  it ; 
thefirft-born,  being  the  chief  in  his  poflellion, 
and  being  afterward  aj)pj;opriated  to  the 
fervice  of  God  by  divine  inilitution.  But 
Cain,  fo  far  as  we  know,  made  no  ftich 
clioice :  He  was  fo  void  of  love  to  God, 
that  he  thought  he  might  be  put  off  with 
.  any  thing.  His  ambition  feems  to  have 
equaled   his  unbelief  and  enmity  ;   there- 

fore. 
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fore,  he  is  tranfported  with  fury,  and  pin- 
ed away  with  envy,  at  the  rejedion  of  his 
own  lacriticie,  and  the  acceptance  of  AbcPs* 
Adam  had  certainly  the  fame  power  to  ex- 
ercife  ecclefia/lic  difcipline  in  his  iiamily, 
as  Noah  had  afterwards;  both  families  be- 
ing domeftiic  churches.-  God  took  the  re* 
proof  of  Cain,  however,  into  his  own  hand; 
But  reproof,  or  cenfure  of  any  kind,  indeed, 
will  not  illue  in  reformation,  though  ma- 
naged with  divine  precedence  itlelf,  where 
the  heart  is  unrenewed,  Cain's  corruption 
(welled  like  a  ftcmmed  torrent,  at  the  di- 
vine admonition  ;  and  fecret^  malice  fud- 
denly  rqCc  into  determined  murder,  which, 
at  laft,  difgorged  itfelf  on  innocent  AbeL  . 
Abel,  the  firft  who  left  this  world,  dies  a 
(aim  ;  the  firft-fruits  of  victory,  to  the  feed 
of  the  woman,  over  death,  and  him  who 
had  the  power  of  death,  that  is  the  deviL 
Cain  lived  a  guilty  criminal,  tormented  by 
the  dreadful  fentence  of  the  Supreme  Judge, 
roufing  up  his  guilty  confcience  into  a 
flame  of  abfblute  and  final  delpair.  How 
preferable  !  How  infinitely  preferable  was  , 
the  lot  of  the  former  to  that  of  the  latter  \ 
If  it  be  far  better  to  depart  and  be  with 
Chrift,  than  to  live  in  a  ftate  of  grace,  in 

the 
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the  moft  exalted  mcaflire  of  it ;  How  much 
better  is  it  to  depart,  with  the  crown  of* 
martyrdom^  than  ta  have  nothing  in  ex- 
pedlacion, .  againft  the  world  to  come,  but 
unmixed  vengeance  !  and,  though  in  all 
the  affluence  which  this  world  can  com- 
mand for  the  prefent,  driven  out  from  the 

PRESENCE    OF    THE  LORD  *  ! 

By 


*  Le  Clerc*s  opinion,  that  tlic  presence  or  th fi 
Lord  was  the  name  of  a  particular  place,  where  Adam 
dwelt,  is  unworthy  of  confutation,  as  it  nearly  amounts 
to  an  exprefs  contradiction  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  \vho  fre* 
qucntly  calls  his  Church  by  tliat  name.     Job  i.  6. 

Tlie  fentence  which  God'pafled  on  Cain  deferv^s  more 
minute  inveftigation.  It  is  exprefled  to  coniiderable  diA 
advantage  in  our  tranflation,  thus,  ''  And  now  art  thou 
curfed  from  the  earth,  wliich  hath, opened  her  mouth  to 
receive  thy  brother's  blood  from  thy  hand.  When  thon 
tillell  the  ground,  it  fhall  not  henceforth  yield  unto 
thee  her  ilrength.  A  fugitive  and  a  vagabond  flialt  thou 
be  in  the  earth."  Gen.  iv.  ii,  12,  Junius  and  Trcmeli- 
us  render  if,  *^  Nunc  itaque  tu  malediiflus  efto  :  Exut 
ab  ilia  terra  qxix  aperuit  os  fuum  ad  excipifenduin  fan- 
guinem  fratris  a  mann  tua."  i.e.  '*  Be  thou  accurfed:  be 
thou  an  exile  from  that  [fpot]  of  earth  which  opened 
her  mouth  to  receive  thy  brother's  blood  at  thy  hand." 
The  original  is  fomewhat  obfciu'e,  being  eliptic  ;  and  our 
tranflators  have  been  miiled  by  omiting  the  capital  di- 
ftintflive  within  the  verfe,  and  alfo  by  neglediing  the 
fupplement  w^hich  the  context  affords ;  But  Junius's  tranf- 
lation is  as  properly  pointed  as  fupplied.  Our  tranfla- 
tors  feeur  to  have  underltood  verle  11.  as  parallel  to  G en # 
iii.  17.  ^^Curfed  be  the  ground  for  thy  fake."  But  fome- 
thing  more  -dreadful  is  certainly  ifttcuded.     The  bar=» 
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By  this  excifion  the  old  leaven  of  ma^ 
lice  and  wickedners  was,  for  once,  purged 
out  c^  the  antediluvian  Church  ;  and  {lie 
was  fupplied  with  a  new  feed  in  the  per- 
fon  of  Seth^  **  And  (he  (Eve)  bare  a  Ibn^ 
and  called  hia  name  Seth  ;  For  God,"  faid 
file,  **  hath  appojlnted  me  another  feed,  in*- 
(lead   of  Abel,   whom   Cain  flew,"     The 

feed 

r^nnefs  and  bri&rs  o#  tte  earth  are  c'onfiftent  chough 
with  enjoying  the  prelcnce  of  God  through  Jel'us 
Chrift  ;  but  this  was  ludi  a  puniihment  as  included  fe- 
{taradon  fi-om  tht-  Imiles  of  his  reconciled  counte-  - 
nasice.  Bclides,  that  puniUiment  which  was  anoiuiced 
to  Adam  is  alfo  deiiaiiiiced,  but:  with  greater  horrors> 
tt^inil  Cain,  in  verfe  \2^  already  quoted.  According  to 
JQtiiua'a  traidlation,  vcife  il.  contains^  First,  A  Sen^ 
tcnce  of  Exconinmnicatioii*  Secondly,  A  Sentence  of* 
Bamlluneiit-. 

1.  A  Sentence  of  Excommnnication  more  dreadful 
than  aaiy  church,  in  ordinary  circuinftances,  can  pro- 
nomict* — A  feiitencc  oiiiy  competent  to  God  himfelf,  or 
the  extraordinary  officers  of  the  church,  who  arc  capabli* 
of  difceriiiiig  the  fpirits,  and  of  judging  the  eternal 
l^atp.  Tlijs  fentcnoe  ft  ems  to  be  parallel  to  that  ill 
I  Corinth,  xvi,  aa.  '^  If  any  man  love  not  the  Lord  Jefud 
Chrift,  let  him  be  ANATHEMA  MARANATHA  ;''  ac- 
cursed  AT   THE   COMING   OF  THE   LoRD. Be  thoU  ac- 

curfed !  What  is  this  but  the  antijcipation  of  the  fen-* 
tenee,  from  a  judgment  feat  ?  "  Depart  from  me  YE 
CURSED!" 

2.  A  Sentence  of  Banifhm^nt,  ^'  Be  thou  an  e^ile  from 
that  earth  which  opened  her  mouth  to  ^-eceive  thy  bro-* 
tAicr>  biQp4  at  thy  hand :"  That  is;  frojw  that  fpot  of  thi^ 

^         {i  tarth 
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feed  of  Cain,  though  ejcded  from  the  pre-' 
fence  of  the  Lord,  flourifhed  in  the  world 
till  the  flood.  The  Church  was  preferved 
pure  in  the  families  of  Adam  and  Seth ; 
and  in  many .  more,  perhaps,  for  more 
than  the  fpace  of  an  hundred  years.  Some 
diviners  imagine,  that  irreligion  and  im- 
j^iety  fprang  up  again,  in  thefe  families,  in 
the  days  of  Enos,  who  was  born  about  an 
hundred  and  fix  years  after  the  death  of 
Abel :  Yea,  Ibme  have  averred,  that  Enos 
himfelf  was  not  <mly  an  idolater,  but  the 

earth  where  thy  brother's  blood  *vras^ed^  as  the  feed  of 
the  Church,  "it  was  not  coniiilent  with  the  Church'* 
'  fafety,  that  her  murderer  fhould  dwell  any  longer  in  the 
midft  of  her.:  God  had  ends  worthy  of  himfelf,  how- 
ever, for  fparing  that  life  which  Cain  had  forfeited  i 
Probably  "he  was  ipared  at  this  time  becaufe  he  had  in 
his  loins  the  inventors  of  the  fine  arts.  Seeverfes  20,  21^ 
Should  any  heUtate  about  the  propriety  of  fupplying 
XX  V  L  from  a  following  verfe,  I  h6pe  he  will  be  iktisficd 
by  confulting  Glaflii  Gram.  Sxcr.  p.  760.  In  rhetorical 
fpeeches,  it  is  nothing  uncommon  for  the  Hebrew  wri- 
ters to  place  the  relative  before  the  antecedent,  at  the 
diftance  even  of  a  vcrfe  or  two :  And  hence,  abrupt 
fpeeches  muft  be  fupplied  from  the  fubfequent  as  well  a» 
fiom  the  preceding  context.  E.  G.  Soug.  L  7.  **  Let 
faim  (the  King)  kifk  me  with  the  kifles  of  his  mouth/* 
Here  tlie  ^term  King  muft  be  fupplied  from  vcrie  4.  to 
complete  the  fenfe.  Plal.  Ixscxvii.  i.  **  His  foundation 
is  in  his  holy  mountain."  That  is  Jehovah's,  from  ver.. 
2.   And  Ffal.  Ixxii,  4.     See  Gla;ffiium,  aboye  quoted. 

very 
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very 'founder  of  idolatry  :  But  upon  what 
grounds  this  laft  charge  is  exhibited,  few, 
beiides  themielves,    can   fay.     It  is  fo  fau 
from   being  (upported,  that  it  is  really  o- 
verthrown  by  the  Mofaic  hiftory  of  the  men 
of  his  time :  *'  And   to  Seth,  to  him  alio, 
there  was  bom  a  fon;  and  he  called  his 
name  Enos.    Then  began  men  to  call  up- 
on the  name  of  the  Lord."     So  our  tranf- 
lation  has  it  in  the  text  l  but  on  the  mar- 
^n  it  is  rendered,   **  Then  began  men  to 
call  themfelves  by  the  name  of  the  Lord." 
The  marginal  tranflation,  I  humbly  judge, 
19  the  juft  one.    They  called  themielves  by 
the  name  of  the  Lord,  as  Children  are  cal- 
led after  the  name  of  their  fatHer.     They 
called   themfelves   by  him    in   dedicating   ' 
themfelves  untd  him,  and  avouching  their 
relation    to    him   as  fbns  :    For  the   dif- 
criminating  title,  by  which  the   religious 
children  of  Seth   were  diftinguifhed  from 
the  profane  brood  of  Cain,  was  that  of  t  h  e 
SONS  OF  God  ;  and  it  continued  to  be  the 
ufiial   defignation   of  the   godly  until  the. 
days  of  Job  *.     In  the  days  of  Enos  then, 
the  Sons   of  Seth   avowed   the  family  to 

•  Job  i.  6. 

H  2  which 
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which  they  belonge4/  in  oppofition  to  the 
feed  of  the  ferpent.  And  their  avowal  was 
fuch  as  cannot  imply  lels  than  covenant- 
dedication  ;  for  the  eKpreffion  is  perfed:ly 
Jfimilar  to  that  of  the  Prophet,  V  Another 
iliall  call  himfelf  by  the  name  of  Jacob.'' 
Covenanters  were  called  by  the  naxME  of 
THE  Lord,  or  THE  sons  of  God,  in  the 
antediluvian  (late;  and  by  the  name  of 
Jacob,  or  Israej-ites,  in  the  period  to 
which  the  oracle  refers.  And  the  connec* 
tion  leaves  us  no  room  to  doubt,  but  cal- 
ling one's  lelf  by  the  name  of  Jacob  is  a 
foederal  action ;  for  it  is  ranked  among  o- 
ther  a<n:ions  confefledly  of  that  kind  :  **  One 
Ihall  fay,  I  am  the  Lord's :  and  another 
fhall  call  himfelf  by  the  itame  of  Jacob  : 
and  another  fhall  fubfcribe  with  the  hand 
unto,  the  Lord,  and  firname  liimfelf  by  the 
name  of  Ilrael*," 

All 


*  If.  xliv.  5,  Forconfirraingthefcnfc  t)f  Gen.  iv.  2d. 
J  beg  leave  to  infert  whatC,  Vitrinca  has  advanced  on 
Una  Tubjetfl:  **  Sed  ipfum  noftnltn  hnp  formje  acti- 
*^  \  x:  ciun  voce  Ot^  conib'utfliuii,  eodem  fenfu fummitur 
'*_apud  Mofen  (Gen.  iv.  26.)  Tum  c^ptum  est  appel* 
*^  LARi  DE  NOMINE  JEHOV^.  Qu«  verfio  hoc  tempore 

*  *  doXilis  interpretibus  mcrito  probatur.  h.  e.  did  coepc* 
^^rimt  filii  Dei.     Si  qxiiftainen  hie  rcrvarevclit  fignifica* 

*  *  tioiiem  form*  a^iv»  intcrprctatio  eadcm  erit."  In  thia 

the 
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All  the  faints,  who  lived  from  tlie  be- 
ginning of  the  world  till  this*  time,  might 
have  opportiinity  to  join  in  this  tranfiiiftion, 
except  Abel ;  for  no  one  of  them  was  dead, 
but  he,  (b  far  as  we'know.  But  this  ftate  of 
religion  did  not  much  (urvive  that  race  of 
patriarchs,  which  was  honoured  to  advance 
it.      Enos   lived,   indeed,    to  tranlinit  the 

Tinith 


the  learned  author  coincides^  as  frequently,  -with  Dr 
Owen,  Vide  .Theologumen.  Lib.  Ih  cap.  3.  Thef.  6. 
*'  Dno  ideo  hate  verba  denotant.  Priuio,  fegreges  coctuf 
^'  ad  Dei  coltum  folennem  peragendum,  pios  conlHtuine. 
*'  Deinde,  nomen  fufcepiile  pecnliare  ciiltonun  feu  Filio* 
**  mm  Dei,  quo  adallum  ufque  defe<flionem  ufi  font.  Ita 
^'  frparatim  Dei  nomen  folenniter  invocaba^nt ;  et  Dei 
"  nomine  vocati  funt ;  hoc  eft  Cultores,  feu  Filii  Dei. 
"  Utnunquefenfumprobant  noftrates  interpretes,  nam  ut 
"  m  textu  legunt.  Then  began  men  to  caU  upon  the' 
"  name  of  the  Lord  :  Ita  addunt  in  margine.  To  call 
**  themfelvesby  the  name  of  the  Lord."  But  before  either 
oftbefe  authors  explained  the  text  Jn  this  fenfe,  it  was 
/bunderftood  by  Cornelius  Bertram,  who  had  a  hand 
in  the  French  tranflation^  ufed  in  the  Church  of  Gene- 
va, and  by  the  Proteftants  in  France  ;  and  in  fevcral  o- 
ther  worki,  which  did  honour  to  his  name  :  Such  as,  the 
De  Politia  Judaica,  &c.  But  the  work  to  which  I  refer 
is,  Lucubrationes  Franktallenfes^  cap.  I.  The  proof  lie  ad- 
vanccthfbr  this  fenfe  of  the  text  is  too  copious  to  be  infcrt* 
cd  entire.  I  muft  be  content  with  the  following  cxtratir 
**  Quod  attinet  ad  verf.  26.  illiusejufdem.cap.  4.  Phrafin 
'*  liabet  qua  maxime  proprie  illud  ipfum  fonat  quod  dix- 
'*  imus,  fciz.  appellare  alk^uem  de  alicujus  alte- 

'*  RIUS  NOMINE,  Et  AB   ILLIUS    IPSIUS  NOMINE   ACNOMI- 

^'^ATioNEM  AssuMERE,     Hoc  ccrtc  confimiare  poffim 

**  mult  is 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


6z         INTRODUCTION. 

Truth  to  Noah :  aiid,  before  his  death, 
Enoch,  the  ieventH  from  Adam,  prophcfi- 
ed  of  Chrift's  coming  to  judgment,  led  an 
exemplary  life,  and  miraculoufly  eicaped 
death,  to  allure  the  fons  of  God,  in  that 
age,  of  a  ftate  of  future  glory  in  heaven. 
By  the  time  that  Enos  died,  however,  the 
Church  was  greatly  corrupted,  as  \vill  be 
explained  when  we  conlider  the  occafions 
of  Noah's  Covenant. 


"  mnltis  locis  ex  S,  Uteris  ad  earn  rem  prolads^  in  qui- 
'*  bus  verbuin  Kara,  cum  paffive  turn  etiam  aclive  in 
''  enm  fenfum  nfurpatur :  fed  nnum  aut  altemm  ex  ill  is 
*/  profcrre  mihi  faris  fuerit.  Certe  eadem  hie  phrafis  Pf. 
**  xlix,  12.  appellanmt  in  (i.  c.  de)  nominibus.fuis  fupcr 
*'  Terras  ;  hunc  fenfum  habet  ut  veHnt  filii  Korachi  eos 
*^  de '  quibus  agunt  etiani  hac  ratione  conari  ut  nomen* 
'*  fuum  apud  homines  perpetuuht,  quod  de  fno  nomine 
'*  appellent  ilia  caftella,  arces,  infulas;  atque  aedes  vel 
^'  nimium  infblentes,  in  quibus  faas  habitationes  collo- 
*^  cant.  Qnac  fententia  confiipnatur  ex  his  qua:  Jobus 
'*notat.  c.  iii.  v.  14.  Num  xxxii.  42.  Porro  ut  eandem 
^'  prorfus  Moils  fententiam  in  hac  ipfa  plirafi  apud  eos 
"  prophetas  qui  funt  yvia-ttt  Mods  interpretes  agnofcamus. 
'*  If,  xliv.  5,  etiam  If.  xliii.  7.     Ixv.  i.*'  &c. 
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ON    NOAH^s   COVENANT, 


AS  God  gives  a  gcner^  view  of  his  per- 
fections in  the  works  of  creation  and 
providence,    fo  he   affords   a  fpecial 
difplay  of  his  glory,  in  the  ereAion  and  pre^ 
fervation   of  his   Church.       The   Sacred  Hi-  ^ 
ftory  is  properly  a  hiftory  of  Providence ;  it 
is  cluefly  intended  to  exhibit  this  glory.     Iti» 
but  Uttle^  iodeed,  that  can  be  comprehended 
in  fo  /mall  a  conipafs  as  the  Mofaic  Kiftory  of 
the  period  froixi  the  Fall  to  the  Flood,,  conl- 
pared  with  the  vaft  number  of  events  which 
mull    have    obtained  in    that  long   tra<Sb   of 
time  :  Yet  we  are  not  left  without  tcftimonies 
of  God's  goodnefs,    in  admitting  perfons  ta 
fcUo-vlhip  with  himfelf,  on  the  one  hand  ;  and 
evidences  of  their  gratitude,  by  their  holy  o- 
bedience,  on  the  other. Amongft  the  va- 
rious teflimonies  of  God's  favour  to  the  faints^ 
that  bellowed  on  Noah  is  not  the  leaft  iignaL 
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In  confidcring  which,  for  order's  fake,  we 
(hall  diftribiite  it  into  two  parts  j  in  tonfor** 
mity  to  the  two  different  divine  manifeftationa 
with  which  Noah  was  favoured^ 


PARTI. 

Cj  EN.  vi.   l8# 

THESE  words  reprefent  God's  care  to  pre* 
fcrve  his  Church,  as  well  as  the  wqrld* 
Said  God,  "  And  behold  I,  pven  I,  do  bring 
a  flood  of  waters  upon  the  eai*th,  to  deftroy 
all  flelh>  wherein  is  the  breath  of  life,  fronx 
under  heaven :  And  every  thing  that  is  in  the 
earth  fliall  die.  But  with  thee  will  I  eftabllfii 
my  Covenant." 

The  following  enquiries  will  {crve^.,  in 
fome  nieafure,  to  explain  thcfe  words,,  ta&eii 
in  their  connei5iion. — ^I.  Who  are  the  Parties 
in  this  TranfaAion. — ^11.  ^Vhat  are  the  Part^ 
of  it. — m.  How  it  was  Confirmed. — ^IV.  On 
what  Occafion  it  was  made.  After  which  X^  J 
fhall  add  a  few  Reflc*Stions  on  the  whole.  '- 


FIRST,  I  (hall  enquire  Who  are  the  Par- 
ties in  this  Covenant.  They  arc  no  otlier^ 
than  the  Moft  High  God,  on  the  one  part ; 
and  Noah,  >vith  bijj  Seed,  on.  the  other. 

-     i\  The 
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I*  "Tm  e  gfcat  authof  of  this  Covenant  is  a. 
God  of  grace'.  The  pcrfon  covenanting  was 
the  Son  of  God,  not  excluding,  but  reveal* 
ing  the  Father  and  the  Holy  Ghoft.  It  was 
that  fame  Jehovah  who  faid,  My  Spirit  fhall 
not  always  ftrive  with  men  j  namely  the  fin- 
ncrs  of  that  generation: — that  fame  Jehovah, 
whofe  onmifcient  eye  pierced  into  airtheii^ 
hearts^  penetrated  into  all  their  wicked  pur- 
pofei,  and  marked  all  their  enormous  tranf- 
grellions: — •that  God,  who  hadlfiich  a  refent-^ 
mcnt  againft  iin,  as  to  crufh  the  (inners  on  ac-» 
count  of  it ;  as  a  potter,  dafheth  to  pieces  a 
vcflcl  in  which  there  is  no  pleafure.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  is  that  Jehov^  who  conferred 
^rac^  on  Noah,  and  upheld  him  preaching 
Itghteoufhefs  unto  a  heedle&  and  hardened 
geneiration ;  while  his  holy  foul  was  grieved 
^rith  their  dreadful  abominations.  W^hen  the 
Soft  ijf  God  {pake,  in  this  familiar  manner,  to 
Naaby  it  is  not  improbable  that  he  appeared 
in  hum^i  form;  as  he  had  done  to  Adamim- 
fliediately  after  the  fall.  Such  appearances 
heing  pledges  and  preludes  of  his  future  in- 
carnation. 

5*  Thfi  bthet  party  in  thid  Coveilitit  was 
Noah ;  and,  as  he  covenanted  for  himfelf,  in 
particular,  fb  he  was  alfo  confidered  as  the 
head  of  his  family.  As  God  took  his  fons 
into  the  ark,  fo  he  took,  them  into  covenant 
along  with  \nm  like  ways.'  The  feed  of  Noah- 
:.  -  t        I  '   *^^ 
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are  exprefsly  mentioned  in  an  after  covenant^ 
and  evidently  included  in  'this  one.  In  this 
tranfadlion  then,  Noah  may  be  coniidered, — 
As  one  of  the  anceftors  of  the  Mefliahn  the 
principal  and  extraordinary  Seed  of  the  Wo- 
man ^ ;  of  confequence,  tUs  Covenant  had  a 
relpeA  unto  the  firft  promife,  and  was  a  nc- 
cefTary  ftep  towards  the  accomplifhment  of  it* 
God  faw  meet  to  pyeferve  the  true  religion  in 
that  family  and  (bciety,  in  which  was  the  an^ 
ceftors  of  the  promifed  Seed  ;  and  it  was  ne* 
ceflary  to  fecure  their  natural  lives  until  he 
raifed  up  (ucceflbrs  unto  them. — • — As  one  of 
the  types  of  that  glorious  Seed.  As  to  many 
of  jthe  anceftors  of  the  Meiliah,  according  ta 
the  flcfb,  it  may  be  juftly  doubted  whether 
they  were  types  of  him  or  not;  but  Noah 
prefigured  him  in  many  rcfpeiis.  The  very 
names  of  the  ancient  Hebrews  were  uiuaUy 
expredive  of  fome  remarkable  equality  in  the 
perfbn  on,  whom,  or  fome  remarkable  inci* 
dent  on  the  occafion  at  which  they  were  intr 
pofed.  Some  of  them  feem  likeways  to  hav«^ 
beei^  impofed  by  the  infpiration  of  the  Holy 
,  Ghoft.  The  name  Noah  feems  to  have  been 
of  this  kind:  It  imports  kkst^  pointing  for* 
ward  to  the  glorious  reft  of  the  Mefliah* 
Noah's  work  at  the  ark  was  alio  an  emblem 
of  the  work  of  falvation  by  Jefiis  Chrift.  Both 
Noah  and  Jefiis  were  preachers  of  righteouP, 

♦  Luke  iii.  j6r 
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ncls  unto  impenitent  fiftners.  But  Noah  was 
cliiefly  a  figure  of  oui*  Redeemer,  as  covenant- 
promifes  were  made  unto  him,  as  the  rcpre- 
Tentative  of  his  feed.  If  Abraharp  was  a  type 
of  Chrift,  as  unto  Abraham,  and  his  feed,  the  , 
promifes  were  made,  Why  may  not  Noah  be 

a  type  of  him,  on  this  account,  likeways  ? 

As  the  father  of  that  family  in  which  the 
Chiu-ch  of  the  living  God,  both  vifible  and  in- 
vifible,  was  preferved*  As  he  belonged  to  the 
latter,  he  was  eminent  in  gi^ace  ;  as  he  be-« 
longetl  to  the  former,  he  was  no  lefs  enunent 
for  a  holy  profeffion  and  an  agreeable  conver- 
fation.  In  the  former  view,  the  facred  hifto-' 
rian  remarks,  **  That  Noah,  a  juft  man,  was 
perfccl  in  his  generation .'*  Should  any  ^nquire 
how  he  obtained'  this  character ;  the  fame  hi- 
ilorian  anfwers,  *'  He  foimd  grace  in  the  eyes 
of  the  Lord,''  And  the  Apoftle  adds,  "  I'hat 
he  was  an  heir  of  the  righteoufiiefs  which  is  by 
faith/*  By  this  righteoufiiefs  he  was  juftificd 
from  all  his  iniquities,  and  accepted  as  righte- 
ous in  God's  fight.  He  was  alfo  a  gracious 
pcrion,  being  endued  with  the  Holy  Ghoft,  in 
bis  gracioiis  influences  and  faving  operations  ;  ' 
fuch  as,  faith,  fear,  love,  and  golpel-fincerity, 
or  perfection, — In  the  latter  view,  he  was  an 
evangelical  preacher  of  that  righteoufiiefs  by 
which  he  was  juAified.  By  his  doiSiine,  he 
bore  a  public  telHmcMiy  unto  the  truths  then  re- 
vealed, as  well  as  againfl:  all  thofe  errors  and 
immoralities  which  then  prevailed  in  the  world  • 

I  2  And 
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And  he  was  as  exemplary  in  his  religious  de- 
portment as  found  and  pathetic  in  his  fermons : 
He  walked  with  God.  Neither  the  crooked 
examples  nor  bitter  reproaches  of  that  genera- 
tion coidd  bias  his  conduct  or  (hake  his  confi- 
dence ;  but  he  perfevered  in  condemning  it, 
even  when  he  was  inceflant  at  a  throne  of  gTace 
for  preventing  and  fparing  grace  to  it.  As 
Job  prayed  for  his  friends  *,  and  Daniel  for  his 
countr3rmen'j",  fb  did  Noah  for  the  old  world. 
Hence  he  is  ranked  with  them,  by  the  Holy 
Spirit,  as  a  perfon  whofe  prayers  were  gready 
prevalent  at  a  throne  of  grace  J  •  Such  is  the 
harmony  between  cond  emning  fin,  both  by^pro- 
feflion  and  pradiice ;  and,  at  the  iametime,  wifHng 
well  to  the  fouls  of  finners,  by  commending  them 
to  God  !  It  is  highly  probable,  Godufed  his  pray- 
ers as  a  means  of  keeping  off  the  flood  whilehe 
was  a4)uilding  the  ark.— —It  is  only  in  this  latter 
refped:  that  Noah  was  a  pattern  for  covenanters 
in  gofpel  days.  Happy  were  it  for  the  Church 
of  God  at  this  time,  and  this  land  in  particular^ 
had  we  many  covenanters  of  his  ^irit, 

SECONDLY,  We  muft  now  confider  the 
Pa  R  T  s  of  this  Covenant  j  and,  in  furveying 
them,  we  fhall— 'Specify  the  Privileges  granted 
to  Noah, — ^The  Duties  which  God  reqidred  of 
,him, — The  Relatiou  between  this  Covenant  and 


♦  Job  xia.  10.         t  I^an.  ix. 
%  Ezok,  xiv,  14, 
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lho(e  Obligations  which  the  Church  was  tmdcr, 
antecedent  to  the  making  of  it: — ^Thenwe  niuft 
enquire,  How  far  thefc  things  arc  for  our  Di- 
i<^\iiion  and  Comfort. 

I.  I  MUST  Specify  the  Privileges  which  God 
granted  to  Noah  at  this  time.  Moles  defcribeth 
them  thus,  "  But  with  thee  will  I  eftablifh  my 
Covenant :  and  thou  ihalt  come  into  the  ark  ; 
thou,  and  thy  {bns,  and  thy  wife,  and  thy  fbns 
wives  with  thee.**  Thelc  words,  taken  in  con- 
nexion, contain  a  promife  both  of  temporal  and 
ipiritual  falvation. 

I.  They  contain  a  promife  of  Temporal 
Salvation.  The  ApofHe  informs  us.  That  Noah 
prepared  an  ark  to  the  laving  of  his  houle  ;  and 
the  words  of  Moles  cannot  imply  left  than  a  tem* 
poral  lalvation:  For  they  ftand  oppoled  to  a 
ihrcateiung  of  temporal,  as  well  as  Ipiritual  de^* 
ftruiSion  to  the  reft  of  mankind :  "  And  I,  be- 
Aold  I,  bring  a  flood  of  waters  upon  the  earth, 
to  deftroy  all  flefli,  wherem  is  the  breath  of 
life,  from  imder  heaven :  and  every  thing  that 
is  in  the  earth  Thall  die.^But  with  tliee  will 
I  eftablifh  my  covenant,"  &c.  This  promile, 
then,  was  a  irnn  lecurity  againft  that  approach- 
ing delblation ;  and  the  event  moft  cxaAly  an- 
fwered  the4irediction,  as  appears  from  the  fol-» 
lowing  chapters  of  the  Mofaic  hiftory. 

2.  THfit 
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2.  They  contain  a  promife  of  Spiritual  Sal- 
vation, typified  and  exhibited  to  the  faith  of 
NoaTi  by  diis  temporal  falvation.  Some  eminent 
di\dnes  have  doubted,  I  g^ant,  whether  Spiritual 
lalvatiou  might  be  contained  in  this  foederal 
grant:  But  there  is  no  room,  I  humbly  judge, 
to  hclltate  in  this  matter.  For  the  warning  God 
gave  to  Noah  was  a  foundation  to  his  faith,  e- 
ven  (iich  faith  as  is  the  evidence  of  thing's  not 
leen,  and  the  fiabftance  of  things  hoped  for :  It 
took  up  with  tilings  NOT.  seen  As  yet;  there- 
fore, the  promife,  which  is  the  foundation  of 
it,  ntuft  exhibit  things  not  icen  Jikc ways :  For 
faith  cannot  reach  farther  than  its  foundation. 
And  what  are  thefe  tirNSfcEN  things?  Are  they  ' 
not  the  things  which  are  eternal*?.  More- 
over, by  this.pronufe,  Noah  was  conltituted  an^ 
'heir  of  the  righteousness  of  faith*}-; 
which  is  a  moft  diftinguifhed  part  of  a  (piritual 
lalvadqn.  Now,  to  conflitute  one  an  hfeir,  there 
muft  be  a  deed  of  conveyance,  by  which  the 
inheritance  is  transferred.  The  Apoflle  Peter 
alio  aflures  us.  That  the  falvation  obtained  by 
the  death  and  relurreAion  of  Chrift  is  the 
antitype  of  Noah's  deliverance:  "Few,  that  is, 
tight  perfbns,  were  faved  by  water.  The  like 
figiux  whereunto  baptifiii  doth  alio  now  fave  us, 
by  the  refinreaion  of  Jefus  Ghrift  |  •*  Though 
Noah's  deliverance  is  reckoned  among  the  dark-- 
eft  of  types  J  yet,  from  the  apoftolic  account  of 

♦  2  Cor.  iv.  x8,     t  Hcb.  xi.  j-    1^  i  Pet.  iii.  20.'  2i. 
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it,  it  is  plain  that  it  was  not  (b  dark  but  NoSh'fl 
faith  law  the  antitype  in  it. 

II.  I  SHALL  now  Ipecify  the  Dnties  which 
God  required  of  Noah  and  his  family ;  And  they 
were, 

1.  The  exercife  of  all  that  grace  wliich  God 
had  infiiied  mto  him ;  re^iSting,  both  the  frame 
of  his  heart  and  the  coudui^t  of  his  life.  Vari-* 
cms  inftances  of  which  are  fpecified  in  the  abova 
(ketches  we  have  drawn  of  hb  chara^er.v 

2.  NoA  H  was  bound  to  ibme  ad^s  of  obedience 
^ted  to  his  peculiar  circumftances^  which  were 
th^  pieans.of  his  prefervadon.  By  the  fpecia} 
appointment  of  God,  he  was  bound  to  pre- 
pare an  ark  to  the  faving  of  his  houfe.  And, 
\fi  this,  he  was  a  type  of  the  Meffiah's  working 
out  eternal  falv^tipn  for  his  people.— He,  to-y 
^ethcr  with  his  family,  was  obliged  to  enter 
Into  the  ark.  In  this  refpedt  he  was  a  figure 
of  perilhing  finners,  betaking  themfelves  unto 
Chrift  for  refuge  ;  as  alfo  of  their  leaving  this 
world  behind^  and  putting  it  under  their  feet. 
Thefe  things  were  neceflai'y  for  the  preferva-- 
tton  of  the  Church  in  that  penod;  and  in-» 
ftmc^ve  emblems  to  her  in  every  age.'  By 
them  alfo,  he  condemned  the  world  lying  in 
wickcdnefs*. 

Ill-  I 

♦  ^'  Pramiffio  fempcr  includit  obedientlflB  req^ifitioiM 
ff  €9*     Eitctuih  oVecUcntia;  nihil  aliud^  quam  mrpior- 
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ni.  I  SHALL  next  attend  unto  the  Corniec-* 
lion  between  this  Covenant  and  thole  Obliga- 
tions which  the  Church  was  under,  antecedent 
to  th^  making  of  it. 

I  *  The  firft  promife  was  engrofled  into  the 
covenant ;  and  the  executing  this  covenant 
was  a  ftep  towards  the  accompUfhment  of  that 
promife.  The  firft  promife  fecured  a  full  and 
final  viAory  to  the  Seed  of  the  woman  over 
the  feed  of  the  ferpent.  By  this  covenant, 
the  brood  which  the  old  ferpent  h^d  hatched, 
"in  the  old  world,  were  deftroyed;  and  the 
feed  of  the  woman  preferved  from  deftruc- 
tion  :  For  Noah's  family  contained,  at  this 
time,  both  tlie  extraordinary  and  ipiritual 
feed  oY  the  woman* 

2.  The  phrafe,  ufed  in  the  original  text, 
evidently  imports,  that  this  tranfa<ftion  wafl 
properly  covenant-renovation  *.     Said   God, 

•  "  With 


*'  UM   AD   VITAM     PROMISSAM    OBTINENDAM    INSTITUTO- 

'' RUM>  PE3ITA  OBSERVANTIA.     Ubi  autcm  ea  obcdien* 

^'  tia,  quae  in  foederc  requiritur  nioralis  folninmodo  cft^ 
atque  ideo  fundamentuni  generale  alibi  habet^  quam 
in  ipfo  foedercy  nen)pe  in  lege  naturx^  atque  per  foe- 
dii8  tantum  acceptum  ct  Deo  gratam  redditur,  cum 
promiifio  fit  ptira  rcvclationis,  nomen  fcederis  promiA 

*'  fioni  pccmliariter  afcribitur."  Owen^  Thcol,  Lib.  iii, 

cap.  1.  Thef.  6. 


*  ^D)Dprn.  The  verb  -which  the  infpired  penman  ufeth. 
In  this  form  at  leaft;   ^fciz,  Hijphi])  fijUi^a  t9  iC£KE^  ; 
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•"  Witli  thee  wUl  I  eftablifh  my  covcnaiit.'* 
He  does  not  promife  to  make  a  covenant 
which  had  no  previous  exigence;  but  to  ra- 
tify and  CONFIRM  what  he  had  formerly 
made*  Now,  ^a  the  iirft  protniie  was  the 
moft  ample  grant  of  falvation  which  the  ante** 
diluvian  Church  enjoyed^  fo  far  as  we  know ; 
and  the  covenant  which  was  made  in  the  days 
of  £no8  the  moft  eiqplicit  engagement  •  unto 
duties ;  it  is  but  reafonable  to  conclude,  that 
this  covenant  of  Noah^s  was  an  eftabliftiment 
of  both:  And  alfb^  an  accommodation  of  them 
to  his  peculiar  circumftances^  *  Accordingly, 
this  came  afterward  to  be  the  ufual  phrafe 
by  which  covenant  renovation^  or  conftrma-" 
tion,  was  exprefled» 

As  to  the  ditfcrente  betwem  this  Covenant 
and  the  Church's  previous  engagements/ ,it 
confifted  in  the  inlHtution  of  fome  new  types } 
fucb  Bs^  the  ark^  the  flood^  and  the  injun^on 
of^various  duties  relative  unto  them  4  t  (hall 
oiily  add)  theie  things  were  not  added  to  the 
promife  to  change  the  nature  of  it^  much  lef^ 
to  difamfiul  it;  butj  on  the  contrary,  to  efta- 
blifh  and  confirm  iu 

fiii4  the  idtfa  o^  reiUVvadon  is  liy  no  Ineans  inconlifteiit 
Vith  tiiat  of  ESTABLISHMENT,  zivcn  in  our  tranflatiou. 
Hence,  the  htA  ot  criCka  in  the  iacred  Ito^iige  havtf 
tranflated  the  verb  in  this  form,  restituit.  £.  G;  Opi-* 
TitFs,  BuxTORF,  and  Stoceius>6c€«  They  gontrftl]/ add 
C0nfxk;4Avit  lUtcways^ 

*    ^  '      -    fy*% 
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IV.  I  SHALL  now,  in  t}ie  lail place,  enquire. 
How  far  thefe  things  arc  for  our  Imitation 
and  Comfort. 

It  may  be  anfwcred,  That  thefe  types 
arflbrd  food  to  the  faith  of  the  niembers,  even 
of  the  Gofpel  Church.  The  ark,  indeed,  is 
long  fmce  crunJbled  into  daft;  and  the  wa-^ 
ters  of  the  deluge  fwept  off  the  face  of  the 
earth  many  thoufand  years  ago ;  but  the  fig* 
nification  of  them  ftiU  remains :  Yea,  it  ap- 
pears, with  iiiperior  luftre,  under  the  Gofpel 
Oeconomy.  The  typical  parts  pf  this  Cove- 
nant ^re  as  full  of  ftrong  confblation  to  the 
children  of  God,  as  of  horror  ^d  terror  to 
his  enemies. — Shoidd  any  infift,  T)iat  this  Co- 
venant cannot  be  for  our  imitation,  unlefs 
we  could  be  in  danger  of  another  deluge. — ► 
It  may  be  anfwered,  We  do  not  plead  thai 
it  is,  in  all  reipeiJls,  imitable.  The  truth  is, 
there  is  no  foederal  tranfadtioti  that  ever  ob- 
tained in  the  Church,  in  all  reipe<^  imicable 
by  a  fucceeding  church ;  as  there  cannot  be 
two  periods  of  her,  in  all  things,  perfe<My  fr 
milar  :  IJut  every  covenant  ought  to  be  a'dapt- 
ed  to  the  feafon  of  it.  It  is  enough  if  thii 
covenant  be  imitable  in  fome  things ;  and  the 
gracious  difpofitions,  as  well  as  the  moral 
a<^ons  of  thefe  covenanters  are,  in  every  re- 
Ipe^,  worthy  of  our  moft  exad:  imitation :  Andv 
as  to  other  things,  they  are  not  the  lefe  in* 
ftrudlive   that  they  are   inimitable;    as  they 

teach 
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teach  the  children  of  God  to  complyA^ith  the 
calls  of  his  word  and  providence,  hou  ever  muo 
the  way  of  duty  be  negleiftcd  by  thc^  multi- 
tude,— ^however  crofe  it  may  lie  unto  the  max- 
ims of  carnal  wifdom,  and  though  it  ftiould 
even  oblige  us  tp  condemn  the  world  which 
lieth  in  wickednels  j  they  alfo  ferve  to  ^convey 
emblematical  in{b*u(^ions,  which  leave  ftrong 
and  lading  impredlons  on  the  minds  of  men. 

r-If  any  itill  mfift^  That  God's  making  a 

coTcnant  witli  Noah,  or  any  other  perfon,  is 
no  pattern  for  perfons  making  a  covenant  with 
Godii — ^I  would  anfwer,  The  obligation  is  mu- 
tual, and  though  the  exception  (hould  be  grant- 
ed, in  its  full  force,  it  makes  nothing  againft 
the  inntati(On  of  Noah's  example  by  us,  in  ac- 
cepting God's  propofai.  The  f^d:  is,  God 
fometimes  made  liis  gracious  propofal  to  be 
exprefled,  and  his  peopled  acceptance  implied ; 
at  other  times,  his  gracious  propofal  is  pre- 
/«ppo{ed,  and  their  engagement  exprefsly  de- 
clared. And  there  were  fignal  reafons  for 
God*s  gracious  pronciiies  being  verbally  expreff- 
ed  at  tliis  time,  while  Noah's  engagement  is 
only  implied  (and  it  may  be  fairly  deduced 
from  his  obedience  to  God's  cpmmandmehts, 
particularly, .  to  build  the  aric)  ;  liamely,  the 
want  of  a  written  word  containing  promifes 
Aiitod  ;to  his  circamftances.  Where  As,  th.e  cafe 
is  otherways,  efpecially  (ince  the  canbn  of 
Scripture  has  been  completed:  For  the  pro- 
pofal  God  now   makes  to   every  perfon    tp 

K  2  whom 
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whom  his  word  comes,  is,  ^^  I  will  make  an 
cverlaftiag  covenant  with  you,  even  the  lure 
mcrciet  of  David."  God's  propofal,  ftanding 
regiftercd  in  the  facred  volume,  is  of  the  fanrie 
ufe  in  all  ages,  as  his  declaration  was  to  Noah ; 
£ind  Noah  is  one  of  that moft  illuftrious  cLOup 
OF  WITNESSES  whom  we  ought  to  follow. 
Upon  the  whole,  though  we  cannot  imitate 
God  in  making  fovereignly  gracious  promifes, 
yet  his  example  aifords  an  argument^  unto  >the 
praAice  of  covenanting!  If  the  Moft  High 
God  deign  to  bind  himfelf,  by  way  of  cove- 
nant, to  us.  Is  it  too  much  that  we  bind  our^ 
felvcs,  by  way  of  covenant,  to  him? 

THIRDLY,  I  ftiall'^enqmre.  How  this  Co- 
venant was  Confirmed ;  And  it  was  ratified,     . 

I.  By  the  Ark :  The  ark  which  Noah  built 
as  a  mean  of  p-efervation  to  his  natural  life, 
was  alfo  a  figure  of  Chrift,  the  author  of  eter- 
nal falvaticm.  The  analogy  is  obvious,  in  Ac 
following  inftances  at  leafl: : 

The  Ark  was  not  an  invention  of  man^ 
but  the  contrivance  of  infinite  wifdom.  That 
generation  was  fo  far  from  dreaming  of  any 
fuch  thing,  as  either  neceflary  or  poflible,  that 
they  derided  Noah's  undertaking  as  the  efied: 
of  a  ftrong  delirium.  In  like  manner,  the 
falvation  of  finners,  by  Chriil:  crucified,  is  fo 
tar  fuperior  to  hmoan  invention,  that,  cveii 

after 
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after  it  {s  fevealed,  it  is  deemed  foolifhnels 
hy  many  (iippofed  fons  of  fcience  in  every  age.  ^ 
The  Ark  was  able  to  (ullain  the  (hock 
of  the  deluge,  when  all  things  without  it,  and 
befide  it,  were  utterly  overthrown.  The  Lord. 
Jefus  Chrift  alone  was  able  to  fiifbun  the  (hock 
of  Almighty  vengeance,  due  unto  the  viola- 
tors of  the  divine  law,  while  all  who  fhall  be 
found  without  him  muft  eternally  perifh.  The 
fountain  of  the  great  deep  from  below,  the 
catara&s  of  heaven  from  above,  brcdt^e  forth 
i^n  the  ark,  while  boifterous  billows  rolled 
in  upon  it  from  every  fide ;  but  it  weathered 
the  ftorm,  and  refted  fafely,  with  all  its  in* 
habitants,  upon  the  deftined  mountain.  The 
Redeemer  came  alio  into  deep  waters,  where 
the  F  LOOD  s  overflowed  him :  He  (Itftained  the 
wrath  of  the  Father  from  above,  the  fury  of 
devils  fropi  below,  and  the  rage  of  men  on 
every  hand;  but  he  rode  out  the  ftorm,  and 
entered  fafely  into  the  haven  of  glory.  Now 
he  is  a  covert  from  the  tempeft:  Ifrael  may 
now  fay,  the  waters  had  overwhelmed  us, 
the  dream  had  gone  over  our  heads,  had  not 
the  Lord  been  on  our  fide.  ^^  Surely,  in  f  loods 
of  great  waters,  they  fliall  not  come  nigh  un* 
to  hun.~Thou  art  my  hiding-place  j  thou 
(halt  prefcrve  me  from  trouble  j  thou  (halt 
5rompa(s  me  about  with  fi^ngs  of  deliverance  .** 
■  ■Few  perfons  were  iaved  by  the  Ark,  and 
few  believe  on  Chrift  to  the  favhig  of  the  foul. 
M^ny  are  caUcd,  but  Fp^v^  are  chofeii;  Fet?^ 

enter 
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ciiter  in   at   the   ftr^it  gate;  compared  with 

thofe  whcj  take  the  broad  way*-: rThc  Ark 

was  furaiftied,  by  thd  wifdom  and  ^odnefs 
j0f  God,  with  all  things  neceflary  for  the  pre- 
fer vatiou  of  thqfe.  who  were.^b^t  up  ui  it. 
Our  Lord  Jelu$  Chrift  is  alfo  ftored  with  the 
abundance  of  grace,  as  he  is  alfo  intrufted 
with  the  difpcnfation  of  the  gift  pf  rightcouf- 
jicfe,  for  the^  complete  falvation  of  iuch  as 
dwell  in  him  by. faith:  "  Itplcafcd  the  Father, 
tliat  in  hini  fhould  all  fulnefs  dwell/'--^"  Ye 
are  complete  in  him*/'  Should  any  alk  if 
Noah's  faith  could  difcem  the  antitype  in  tliis 
iign :  Let  the  Apoftle  anfwcr,  "  By  faith 
Noah,  being  warned  of  God  of  things  not 
iecn  as  yet,  moved  with  fear^-  prepared,  an 
ark  to  the  favmg  of  his  houfe;  byjwliich  he* 
CONDEMNED  the  w^Qrld^  and  became  an  heir' 
of  the  R I G  H  T  Eo  y  S.N  E  s  s  which  is  by  faith  f  /' 

2.  FnoM  what  has  been   f^id^  cbnceming 
the  Ark,  it  is  cafy  to  licarn,  That.tlie  Ftt)oa) 

*  Vide  Her.  Wits.  Oecou.  Eoed.  Lib.  iy.  cap.  6.  5  21..' 
That  ingenious  author  adds  ajiothor  particular,  in  which 
he  thinks  there  is  a  manifeft  analogy  between  ChrSt  and 
the  Ark  :  **Pix  ilia  qua  juniflurac  arc»  intrinfecus  et  6j> 
V  trinfecus,  ex  precept©  Dei  illic»  fuer,unt  ad  pnineni  a- 
^*  quarum   ingrefluiii    excludendiim,    Hebraice    dieitu^r 

"  njDTD  CJUje    \OX    EXPIATIPNEM    qUOque    et    REDIMTTtO- 

*^  Nis  pretium  notat.  Nonne  cleganter  1m>c  mddo  figA^ 
^<  ficatuiu  eft,  foli  nos  expiationi  et  ,redcni|)tioiii  Chrilli 
**  debcre,  quod  a  diluvio  divinae  vindid:a;  immunes  fu- 

*    t  Heb.  xi.  7. 
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kad  a  tyjncal   figmfication  like  ways ;  the  for-* 

mcr  being  only  jiecci&ry  on  fuppoiition  of  the 

latter.      The  deluge  is  a  fit  emblem  of  divine 

vengeance^    in   relpeA  of  its  all-conquering 

power.     No  creature,  however  ftrong  of  itfelf, 

or  however  ftcurely  fituated,  could  prevail  a- 

gadnft  it  :  It  fwelled  far  above  the  top  of  the 

Ingheft  mountain.     Nor   can   any  finful  crea-» 

tare  ftand   before   an  offended  God  :  Sinning 

angek,    notwithilanding    their    numbers    aiul 

ftrength,  cornld  not  refift  his  avenging  hand^ 

Cbmoch  as  for  one  moment — ^He  cast  thebi 

iKnnr  to  hell.     The  flood,  and  the  bui-ning 

o£  Sodom,  are   the   moft  ftriking  inftaiices  of 

Snac  fury  poured  out  in  this  world  ;  and  fury 

OT  God's  enemieflf  is  falvatioii  to  his  people. 

FOURTHLY,  We' proceed  to  confider  Ae 
Occasions  of  this  Covenant. 

Tifis  tran£a*5lion  obtained  when  God  arnioun^ 
c^d  the  deluge  to  Noah,  and  enjcrined  him  to 
bmW  the  ark  for  the  faving  of  his  houfe  ;  and 
not  at  the  time  when  he  entered  into  it.  This 
appears  by  confidering  the  oppofition  between 
the  thrcatemng  and  this  covenant,  as  marked 
in  the  text*  This  covenant  is  the  counter  part 
of  that  threatening ;  and,  conlequently,  given 
at  the  fame  tone  with  it.  Hehci&,  it  is  eafy 
to  fix  the  pardculat  aera  of  it :  Jt  was  made  juft 
a  hundfed  and  twenty  years  before  the  flood,  in 
the  fonr  hundred  and  eightieth  vear  of  Noah's 

life, 
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life,  about  one  thouCand  five  Jitindred  and  thir« 
ty4i%  years  after  the  creation  of  the  world ;  and 
m  thoofand  years  after  that  fbederal  traniaiSion 
which  obtained  in  the  days  of  £oos.  The  Oc-« 
cafions  of  tliis  Covenant  were, 

I.  Such  as  originated  frmn  extreme  comqp^ 
tiion  and  wickednels,  which  prevailed  in  the  old 
world. .  While  they  indxdged  themfelves  An 
luxury  and  liot,  they  were  ready,  like  modern 
debauchees,  to  compliment  each  other  as  per-* 
ions  of  a  very  good  heart  ;  but  one  who  ob^ 
ierved  the  heart  with  the  greateft  accuracy,  and 
judged  of  it  with  infinite  faithfuhiefs  and  cer« 
tsdnty,  declares,  '*  That  every  imagination  of 
jhe  thoughts  of  their  heart^  was  only  evil  con* 
tinually/'  And  as  the  legions  of  lufts  which  long 
brooded  in  the  heart,  at  length  broke  forth  like 
a  mighty  torrent,  to  deluge  the  world  with  fin) 
lb  the  righteous  judge  (aw  meet  to  deluge  it 
with  water  and  wrath.  Their  inrbred  comip* 
tion  burft  forth,-  In  feofiiality  and  finful  aflb- 
ciations:  In  the  days  of  Noah,  mey  did  eat  and 
drink,  tliey  married  and  gave  in  marriage,  cyen 
until  the  day  that  Noah  entered  into  the  ark. 
The  children  of  Enos,  who  were,  by  profeflkm^ 
the  Sons  of  God,  were  unequally  yoked  with 
the  daughters  of  men  ;  that  is,  the  infidel  race 
o£  Cain.  Gaiety  and  vanity  were  the  modves 
c^  this  chcnce  ;  and  a  race  of  fturdy  rebels 
againft  God  the  frints  of  it.  Wantooneis  and 
violeiKre  of  every  kind  took  tjie  pl;ice  of  religioit 
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and  rig^hteoufiiefs   among  the    young   genera- 
tion>-  ■  ■    'In  Luxury,  which  ever  demands  tho 
]Hllars  of  oppreffion  and  fraud  to  (upport  it ; 
For,  by  how  niucti  men  pay  a  fuperlative  re- 
gard to  the  gratification  of  their   own   appe- 
tites, by  (b  much  muft  they  cither  rob,  or  de- 
ceive their  neighboui*  to  obtain  it.     Their  de-^ 
fires  could  not  be  fatisfied  in  the  ufe  of  lawful 
means.     Their  diflipation  gave  them  inclina- 
tion, and  their  gigantic  ftature  gave  them  a- 
bility  to  opprefs.     The  Sph'it  of  God  exprefs- 
ly  declares,  That  "  the  earth  was  filled  with 
violence ;"  but  the  pai-ticular  ipecies  of  it  is 
not  afcertained.     The  term  is  of  fiich  exten- 
five  import  as  may  exprefs  both  rapine  onthe 
property,  and  cruelty  on  the  perfons  of  men. 
For  this  latter  fpecies  of  wickednefs,  thcfe  fin- 
.  Hers  had  the  pattern  of  Cain^s  murder  of  Abel ; 
^nd  Lamecji,  the  polygamift,    Cain's    great-« 
Iprandfbn,  probably  took  the  lead  among  them 
in  the    arts   of  luxuiy  and  dillipation.— - — In, 
one  word,   this   corruption  burft  forth  in  all 
manner  of  wickednefs  r   ^^  God  looked  down 
upon  tlie  earth,  and  behold  it  was  corrupt: 
for   all  flefli  had   corrupted  its  way  upon  the 
earth.'*    Every  one  of  them,  except  Noah,  had 
gone  aftray,  each  to  his  own  particular  lull. 
The  difeafe  was  inveterate,  the  contagion  uni*« 
Verfol !  Now  it  was  time  to  put  a  ftop  to  this 
awful  cujrent  by  covenant  renovation. 

-     ♦        L  fl.  The 
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2.  The  Occafions  of  this  covenant  were 
fuch  as  originated  from  the  circumftances  of 
the  ancient  covenanters.  The  reformatiou 
which  obtained  in  the  days  8f  Enos  was  much, 
decayed,  by  reafon  of  the  death  of  thofe  co* 
vetianters,  on  the  one  hand ;  and  the  ahnoft 
umverial  depravity  of  the  young  generation 
on  the  other.  I^ng  as  the  lives  of  antedilu*^ 
vian  patriarchs  wcre^  no  one  of  them'  lived 
quite  a  thouland  ^ears  ;  and  theifoederal  tran^ 
action  which  obtained  in  the  days*  of  Enos  was 
a  thoufand  yew's,  at  leaft,  prior  to  this  cove-» 
nant  with  Noah.  This  covenant-renovation 
was  requifite  at  this  time  then^  as  a  means  of 
raKing  up  a  fucceilion  of  feed  to  fill  up  the 
place  of  thofe  eminent,  but  departed  reform- 
ers, as  well  as  to  confirm  iiich  as  were  already 
raifed  i^. 

3.  Such  as  took  rife  from  the  peculiar  cii** 
ciunAances  of  Noah  and  his  family,  the  pre- 
fent  covenanters.  He  had  extremely  arduous 
work  put  into  his  hand ;  therefore,  he  nmch 
needed  fpecial  afllftance  in  it,  and  peculiar 
cotiifort  under  all  the  oppoiition  which  might 
be  expcfted  from  fuch  a  wicked  generation  on 
account  of  it.  He  ^vas  bound  to  condemn  the 
WORLD  lying  in  wickednefs:  Now,  no  one, 
who  has  counted  the  cofl;  of  fiich  a  work,  can 
fiippofe  he  will  be  able  to  finifh  his  teftimony^ 
and  fHll' retain  the  favour  of  the  world.  The 
friend/hip  of  the  world  is  enmity  with  God, 
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as  the  friendfhip  of  God  inevitably  draws  along 
with  it  the  enmity  of  the  world.  Noah's  cii- 
cufnftances,  then^  required  an  afliirance  of  an 
intereft  in  God,  as  a  covenanted  God,  to  forti- 
fy him  againft  all  the  malice,  mockery,  and 
perfecutionof  fimiers.  "  Methinks  (fays  Bifhop 
Hall)  I  fee  thofe  monllrous  Tons  of  Lamech 
coming  to  Noah,  and  aiking  him.  What  he 
meant  by  that  ftrange  work  ?  To  whom,  when 
he  reports  God's  puipofe  and  his,  they  go  a- 
way,  laughing  at  his  idleriefs,  and  tell  one  an- 
other, in  (port,  That  too  much  holinefs  had 
made  him  mad :  Yet  cannot  they  all  flout  Noah 
out  of  his  faith";  he  preaches,  and  builds,  and 
finiflhes!"  TIiiB  covenant  was  Noah's  fupport 
under  heavy  perfecutions,  at  well  as  in  the 
pro(pc<a;  of  awful  judgments. 

FIFTHLY,  I  /hall  now  make  a  few  it  e  f'  l  EC- 
TiONs  on  the  whole. 

I.  This  fiilge^^  difcovers  the  Sovereignty 
of  God,  in  the  various  methods  he  take«  to 
preferve  his  Ghui'ch.  At  one  time,  he  cafts 
corrupt  members  out  of  the  Church,  as  in  the 
cafe  of  Cain;  at  another  time,  he  feparates 
her  from  the  world,  and  takes  her  into  cove- 
nant with  himfelf,  as  In  the  days  of  Enos. 
S»ometimes  he  preferves  his  Church  among  her 
enemies,  as  in  the  hundred  and  twenty  years 
in  which  the  ark  was  a-boilding ;  at  other  times, 
he  draws  fiich  a  partition  wall  betweeii  lier 
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and  her  enemies,  that  they  are  not  allowed  to 
cxift  together  on  the  fame  world ;  as  in  tlie 
days  of  Noah,  at  and  after  the  flood.  ^  He 
put  a  period  to  the  exercife  of  his  patience  re- 
ipeiSting  his  enemies,  and  fwept  them  off  the 
ftage  of  this  world  to  make  room  for  his 
Church,  and  to  give  her  peace* 

2.  The  paucity  of  covenanters  is  no  juft 
argument  againft  the  performance  of  the  duty 
of  Covenanting.  How  {mall  was  their  nmnber 
on  this  occafion,  compared  with  the  vaft  mul- 
titude which  delpifed  the  divine  warning. — 
Eight  per  funs  fland  forth  againft  a  whole  world. 

3.  Time  s  of  univerfal  apoftacy  and  impj^ty, 
as  alfo  of  approaching  judgments,  arc  fit  fea- 
fons^  for  folenui  Covenanting.  Such  were  the 
times  of  Noah  ;  and  fuch  arc  our  times.  If 
the  argument,  or  rather  the  excufc,  which  is 
in  the  mouth  of  many,  be  valid  now  ;  namely, 
That  the  times  are  bad,  and,  therefore,  not  a 
fit  feafort  for  this  duty ;  it  would  alfo  have 
been  valid  in  the  days  of  Noah.  But  God 
m^ikcs  no  account  of  this  at  all ;  he  rather 
makes  the  fin  and  danger  of  the  time  an  argu- 
ment foi-  the  prai^ce  of  this  duty. 

4-  Gan  ufiially  gives  timeous  warning  to 
finncrs,  before  he  intiicis  his  moft  awful  judg- 
ments. The  flood  was  a  mofl:  dreadfiil  cala- 
mity J  but  that  generation  get  an  hundred  and 
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twenty  years  ta  make  ready  for  its  approach. 
Such  thueous  warning,  whei;e'  it  is  taken, 
makes  perfons  enter  into  the  ark  of  God^:;^  pro^ 
viding  for  the  falvatio'n  of  their  fouls  :  W^herc 
it  is  not  taken,  as  was  the  cafe  with  the  great-« 
eft  part  of  th*-  old  world,  finners  are  left  abfo- 
lutely  inexcufeable.  Jerufalem  had  more  than 
forty  years  warning  of  its  final  deftrud:ion  ; 
and  the  prophets,  particularly  IfaiaH  and  Jcre-* 
niiah,  gave  timeous  warnipg  of  its  defti'Ui9:ioa 
by  the  Chaldeans :  But,  as  to  the  greater  part, 
the  warning  was  contemned  in  both  cafes. 
We  have  (uch  ftanding  warnings  in  the  word  . 
as  fiiperlede  all  new  warnings  from  heaven : 
And  all  that  is  incumbent  upon  thofc  watch- 
men who  are  fet  upon  Zioh's  walls  is,  to  apply 
thefe  warnings,  by  the  diredion  of  the  Spirit, ' 
unto  particular  circumftances :  "  Son  of  man, 
1  have  made  thee  a  watchman  unto  the  houfc 
of  Ifr^el  r  therefore  hear  the  word  at  my 
mouth,  and  give  them  warning  from  mc» 
When  I  fay  unto  tlie  wicked,  Thou  (halt  (iire^ 
\y  die  :  and  thou  giveft  him  not  warnino;,  nor 
Ipcakeft  to  warn  the  wicked  from  Ws  wicked 
way  to  fave  his  life  j  the  faijic  wicked  man 
fliall  die  in  his  iniquity  ;-  but  his  blood  will  I 
require  at  thiae  hand.  Yet  if  thou  wai'n  the 
wicked,  and  he  turn  not  from  his  wickedncfs, 
nor  fi-om  his  wicked  way,  he  fhall  die  in  Iiis 
iniquity:  but  thou  haft  delivered  thy  foul.  A- 
gain.  When  a  righteous  man  doth  turn  from 
his  lighteoufiicls,  and  cgnuoit  iniquity,  and  I 
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lay  a  ftujnbling-block  before  him,  he  fliall  die  : 
becaufe  thou  haft  not  given  him  warning,  he 
(hall  die  in  his  fin,  and  his  righteoufiiers  which 
he  hath  done  (hall  not  be  remembered ;  but 
his  blcTod  will  I  require  at  thine  hand.  Never- 
thelefs,  if  thou  warn  the  righteous  man  that 
the  righteous  fin  not,  and  he  doth  not  fin,  he 
(ball  furely  live,  becaufe  he  is  warned  j  alfo 
thou  haft  -delivef ed  thy  foul  *.'* 


PART       n. 

Gen.  ix.  i — 17. 


I 


SHALL  purfue  the  fame  method  in  this  as 
in  the  preceding  Part :  And, 


FIRST,  I  (hall  confider  the  Pa  r  t  i  e  s  in  this 
Covenant:  And  the  account  which  the  fa- 
cred  hiftorian  affords  of  them  is  rather  more 
copious  than  in  the  foregoing  tranfa^on. 

I.  The  author  and  prmcipal  party  of  the 
Covenant  is  the  fame  divine  perfbn  as  in  the 
preceding  one ;  even  die -Son  of  God:  The 
very  fame  perfon  who  was  authorifed  to  declare 
the  Father  unto  men  j  for  no  man  hath  feen 
God  at  any  time,  but  the  only  begotten  Son, 

*  Ezek.  iii.  17—21. 
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who  is  in  the  boibm  of  the  Father,  he  hath  cie-* 
clared  him. 

2.  On   the   other  part  were  Noah  and  his 

Sonsy  as  well  as  every  living  creature- The 

S<»i  of  God   eovenanted  with  Noah  ^md  his 
Sons :  Said  he,  ^  And  behold- 1  eftabMi  my  co- 
venant with   You.^  Not  with  THEE,   to  inti- 
mate that  this  covenant  was  made  with  them 
in  a  ibcial  capacity.     Though  Noah   and  his 
Sons  were  feverally,  or  perfonally,  interefted  in 
this  tran£i<Stion  ;  yet  he  ipake  unto  them  joint-^ 
ly,  as  all  made  up  one  domeftic  church.     Nor 
waa  it  any  way  inconfiftent  with  the  lincerity 
ofGod  to  adniit  Ham  as  a  covenanter;  for. 
God  does  not  deal  with  peribns,  in  the  viilble 
Church,  by  external  adminiftrations,  acccwding 
to  what  they  are  in  the  eye  of  his  omnifcience  j 
but  according,  to  what  they  appear  in  the  eye 
«f  Ids  Church.      He    could    eafily  make    tlie 
clmrch,   vifible  and  inviflblc^  of  the, fame  ex- 
tent ;  but  he  has  ^en  meet  to  aflmit  many  into 
tJic  former  who  have  no  place  in  the   latter. 
Nor  will  the  feparation  be  pcrfe^S:  till  the  har* 

v^  of  the  end  of  the  wwld. This  covenant 

was  made  with  Noah  and  his  Sons,  not.  only  for 
tibemfelves,  but  alio  for  their* feed  ;  Said  Gixl, 
"  I  eftablifli  my  covenant  with  you,  and  with 
your  SEED  after  you."*  That  is,  tlie  genera- 
tion then  prefent  covenanted  for  tlie  fucceeding 
Qne,  it  being  a  part  of  themfelves-  The  di- 
vine proinifes  then  made  ^rcQ>eded  the  ages  to 

come. 
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corae*  It  was  a  matter  of  great  comfort  to  be 
thas  fecured  of  a  feed,  efpecially  as  theii*  falva-- 
lion  depended  on  the  seed  of  the  woman, 
whi^h  was  now  included  in  their  own  s  e  e  d  • 
The  feed  chiefly  intended  in  the  promife,  being 
tlie  extraordinary  feed  -of  the  woman  ;  and 
both  a  natural  and  Ipiritual  feed,  as  necefTary 
for  bringing  him  forth  in  the  fulnefs  of  time. 
This  fpecification  of  their  feed  taught  them 
likeways,  to  inftruA  their  children  in  the  know- 
ledge of  this  covenant,  both  in  refpeA  of  the 

privileges  and   duties  of  it. ^IThis  covpnant 

extended  aifo  to  the  bnitc  creation.  Becaufe 
every  living  creature  is  mentioned,  two  con- 
clufions  have  been  deduced,  which  are  equal- 
ly falle '"  Firft,  They  infer,  that  this  tranfac- 
tion  is  not  fbicSly  foederal ;  but  a  decree,  or 
naked  promife.  But  thefe*men  fhould  have  ob- 
ferved,  that  there  may  be  a  proper  covenant^ 
thougli  it  can  only  be  faid  to  be  made  with 
fbme  of  the  parties  Ipecified,  in  an  improper 
fenfe^  This  covenant  was  primarily,*  and  prg^ 
perly,  made  witl>  Noah  and  his  Sons :  It  was 
only  by  confequence  that  it  was  made  with  the 
brute  creation.  It  was  made  with  the  beads 
of  the  eaith,  not  abfolutely  for  their  fakes^ 
but  as  they  were  defigned  for  the-  benefit  of 
man.  So  they  were,  oi^inally  made  for  man's? 
ule,  and  deflix>yed  by  mc  flood  for  man's  abufe 
oi*  them ;  fo  their  pr^fervition  for  the  future 
was  intended  as  a  benefit  to  man,  both  as  they 
were  to  be  ufcd  in  facrifices,  and  in  fupplyiug 

the 
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die  neCeflaries  pf  life.  Secondly^  Others  ac- 
knowledge the  trania^ftion  to  be  federal,  but 
deny  that  it  refpeAed  fpii^toal  pivileges  and 
duties;*  becaufe  made  with  the  irrational  aa 
well  as  rational,  creation.  But  the  (ecming 
force  of  this  argument  is,  in  part,  obviated  by 
what  isjuft  nowfuggefted ;  And  the  (piritualna-* 
ture  of  this  tranladion  will  beft  appear  from, 

SECONDLY,  The  Pa  r  T  s  of  \u  And  it  con-, 
fifts  in  divine  grants,  on'  God's  "part  j  andrre- 
iHpiilations,  on  the  part  of  Noah  and  his  Sons* 
— ^In  ftirveying  the  proini(es,  I  ihall  attend—- 
Unto -the;  matter  of  thcnt.— ^Enqirire  what  re-* 
ference  thpy  bear  unto  former  grapts^— *-How 
far  they  are  for  our  c^d  Ablation  and  dire^iom 

Moses  is.  explidit  in  regiftrating  thefe  pro-* 
fkiifirs,  both  as  revealed  to  Noah,  and  as  con^ 
cciyed  in  th^  divine  nund^  ,  In  the  latter  'idew, 
fays  tile  iaiptre4  hiftorian,  '*  And  Jehovah  {aid 
m  his  heart,  1  \yill  not  again  curfo  the  ground 
any  more  for  man's  fake  }  for  the  imagination 
of  man's  heart  is  evil  from  his  youth :  Neither 
wHl  I  again  fmite  any  more  every  living  thing, . 
as  I  have  done-  While  the  e^th  remaineth^ 
feed-time  and  harveft,  and  cold  and  heat,  an4 
fummer  and  winter,  and  day  and  night,  ihall 
not  ccafc.'*  In  the  formei"  view^  **  And -I  will- 
^ftablifh  nay  covemmt  with  ydu  .*  Neither  (hall 
all  flcfh  be  ,cuf  off  a^y  ratorc  by  the  waters  of  a 
deluge;  Nei^er  fliall  there  any  more  be  ^ 
*         H  flodd 
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flood  to  dcftroy  the  earth/'  .Both  thcfcfecu- 
litics  were  probably  granted  at  the' fame  time  ; 
as  they,  both  ref^r  linto  the  fame  pri\dlcges^  thi? 
former  being  revealed,  by  the  fpirit  of  prophe- 
cy, to  Noah,  as  a  prophet;  and  the*  latter  by 
an  articulate  voice  from  the  perfbnal  Word^ 
who  frequently  appeared  to,  and  converfed 
with  the  patriarchs :  Wie  fhall,  therefore^  con- 
fider  them  together. 

'  1.  yVi  fhall  attend i  in  the  firft  place^  unto 
the  Matter  of  thele  promifes  :  ' 

I.  God  promiieth  not  to  curfc  the  ground 
any  more  for  man's  fake.  Btpofitors  feem  ra- 
ther to  have  darkened  this  paflage  thaji  eluci- 
dated it :  Dr  Gill  imagines  it  contains  a  pro- 
tnife  to  remove  the  curfc  denounced  on  the 
ground  inunediately  after  the  fall.  He  infi- 
fiuates,  tTiat  the  world  was  rather  the  better  of 
theffood;  and  that  the  antediluvian  world  ^as 
a  barreh,  and  anaccurfed  world,  compared 
with  the  ^  poftdiluvian  one.  But  the  very  re- 
verfe  is  certainly  the  truA  in  this  cafc :  For 
the  earth  brin«:s  fcM^h  briars  and  thorns  as 
copioufly  fince  the  flood,  as  it  could  do  before  ; 
^nd,  as  to  many  places  at  leaft,  the  flood  muft 
have  rendered  the  earth  Icfi  fertile,  by  waflv 
ing  off  its  foil,  infl:ead  of  improving  it.  The 
words  of  the  Holy  Ghofl:,  when  ftriAly  render- 
ed, are,  "  I  will  not  add  ^o  curse  the 
ground  any  more  for  man's  lake.''    The  flood 
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was  an  addition  to  the  Adamic  cwfc  :  Tliis 
promife  was  a  lecurity  againft  any  lucU  addi- 
tion for  the  future ;  but  it  dops  not  import  a 
removal  of  thatqntijb  which  was  inflid;ed  prior 
to  the  flood.  This  promife,  then,  is  a  Umita-' 
don  of  divine  fovercignty^  in  refpecS:  of  punifh- 
ment :  For,  though  man  would  ftill  dcfervc,  "^ 
yet  God  wot^d  niot  infUi^  %t ;  (eeing  the  (inner 
could  never  be  mended  thereby.  Hence,  the 
reafott  of  the  fupremc  judge,  afligned  by  him«« 
fclf,  is,  ♦^  For  the  imagination  of  man's  heart 
is.  evil  from,  his  youth,"  A  ftrangc,  a  God-like 
reafon  fpr  averting  the  curfe  !  The  reafbn 
why  God  brought  on  the  flood  was,  *'  becanfe 
€ver5i  ima^nation  of  the  thonghts  of  his  heart 
was  only  ievil  continually."  This  was  lufficient . 
to  vindicate  his  juftice<^and  holinefs:  But  now 
he  deligns  to  dilplay  the  glory  of  his  mer^  ; 
and  the'  inveterate  depravity  of  mankind 
afforded  him  a  notable  opportunity  for  that 
manifcftation.  As  the  ftain  of  (m  was,  by  far, 
too  deep  to' be  waflied  away  by  the  Waters  of  a 
flood,  fo  Qbd  fecrfred  thenf  againft  it. 

2.  Goj>  promiicd,  *^  not  to  (mite  every  li- 
ving thing,  any  more,  as  he  had  done/'  The  ' 
beafts  fiiffered  gready,  in  the  old  world,  for 
man's  fin ;  being  nude  for  memy  they  were  a^ 
btticd  by  him,  and  deftroycd  with:  him.  This 
promtfe  was  «  fecurity  to  the  life  of  the  brute 
creation  :  And  it  was  neceflaty  for  the  fervicc 
of  God  in  ^lat  ftate  of  the  Church  5  flain  fa- 
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crifice  being  a  part  of  his  folcnm  worflnp.  Theii* 
life  muft  be  (pared  from  the  ravage  of  a  flood, 
that  it  may  be  offered  to  God,  to  make  atone- 
ment for  the  foul,  as  well  as  for  the  conve- 
mencies  of  men. 

3,  He  Covenants,  that  "  all  fle/h  fliaJl  not 
be  cnt  off  any  more,  by  the  waters  of  a  flood ; 
Neither  ftiall  there  be  aiiy  more  a  flood  to  de- 
ftroy  the  earth/'  .  The  Church  was  btit  jaft 
recovered  from  the  horrors  of  a  flood  of  watfer, 
which  figured  out  to  her  a  flill  more  dreadful 
flood  of  wrath.  Now,  this  article  of  the  Co* 
venant  being  intended  tp  comfort  her  agaiiifi 
that  terror,  it  cannot  imply  lefs  than  delive- 
rance from  the  vengeance  of  Almighty  God ; 
and,  of  confequence,  nothing  lefs  than  a  title 
to  eternal  life.  As  the  flood  figured  out  etei*- 
nal  wrath,  fo  fecurity  from  eternal  wrath  nnift 
include  in  it  eternal  life. 

4.  He  Covenants,  "  That,  while  the  earth 
remaineth,  feed-tlhie  and  harvefl,  cold  and 
heat,  fummer  and  winter,  day  and  night, 
ihall  not  ceafe*.**  TheTacred  hiflorian  men- 
tions this  promife  only  as  a  purpofe,  indeed ; 
or,  what  God  faid  in  his  heart :  But,  from 
this  particular  promife,  Jeremkih  ftyles  the 
whole  tranfacjion,  "  The  covenant  of  the  day, 
and  the  covenant  of  the  night  f.''  From  hence 

»  Gc3a.  via.  21;  22.        t  J^**-  «xiii.  20^  and\a|. 
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wc  may  reafonably  conclude,  that  it  bore  a 
part  in  the  covenant.  The  revolutions  of  the 
year,  and  of  the  day,  were  greatly  changed 
for  the  Ip^ce  of  time  that  Noah  was  pent  up 
in  the  ai-k ;  then^  the  world  wore  the  gloom 
of  a  long  and'wearifome  night :  But,  by  thii 
promife,  the  Church  b  aflm^ed,  that  fuch  a 
night  (hall  never  again  fit  down  on  the  uni- 
verse, till  the  glafs  of  time  be  finifhed,  and 
for  ever  run. 

II.  Shoxj  L.D  it  be  enquired,  What  reference 
did  thefe  promifcs   bear   unto   former   divine 
grants  ?  It  may  be  anfwered.  That   they  are 
a  renovation  and  confirmation  of  them ;  as 
appears,— From  the  occafion  on  which  they 
were  g^ven.  God  gave  themtmto  Noah  imme- 
diately after  he  had  been  employed  in  facrifi- 
cing  unto  him,  as   an  evidence  that  his  facri-. 
ficx:  was  of  a  fweet-fmelling  favour  unto  *thc 
Lord.      This  facrifice  was  the  feal  of  a  prece- 
ding promife,  and   offered   in   the  faith  of  it. 
The  ckicafion  ftrongly  infinuates,  that  this  co- 
venant  was   a  profecution  of   that  promife. 
While  Noah  improved  fiich  a  promife  as  the 
Church  pre vioufly  enjoyed,  God  was  graeiouf^ 
ly  plcafed  to  confirm  the  word   on   which  he 
had  caufed  him  to  hope  ;  and  this  is  agreeable 
to  his  ufiial  method  of  dealing  with  his  peo- 
ple.  *The  Defcription  of  the  Covenanters 

ftrongly  infinuites,  that  this  covenant  was  an 
advancement    of    a    fabric  already   begun. 

There 
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yhere  is  a  mani^eft  refemblance  between  the 
defcription  of  pcrfons  (pccified  in  the  promife, 
and  tlie  parties  of  this"  covenant.  The  for- 
mer arc  ftyled  thy  seed,  meaning  the  feed 
of  the  woman;  the  latter  your  seed.  The 
chief  feed  intended  in  both ,  promi(e»  is  the 
Meffiah.  By  tliis  covenant-name,  the  cove- 
jiantcrs  were  bound  to  bear  a  part  among  the 
ibiritual  feed  of  the  woman  alfo  (that  is  ge^ 
nuine  faints,  in  oppofition  to  the  feed  of  the 
fcrpent.  Hence,  they  were  bound  to  profe- 
cute  the  ends  of  that  covenant  whkh  Ood 
made  with  Adam  immediately  after  ttie  f^ll  i 
and  this  tranfa<9;ion  was  a  profecutibn  of  that 

grand  dqfign . The  Matter  of  this  Covenant 

evidently  contains  a  renovation  of  the  former 
one  J  and  their  promifes  feem  to  be  engrofied 
into  it.  Both  this  and  the  laft  tranfa^onie- 
cured  the  Church  frctai  a  deluge,  though  in 
different  ways ;  in  the  former,  God  granted. 
fafety  in  danger  j  in  the  latter,  exemption 
from  that  fpecies  of  danger. — —The  Manner 
in  which  this  deed  was  executed  is  evident;ly 
cxpreffive  of  its  relation  to.  an  antecedisnt 
tranfaAion.  Said  the  great  author  of  its, 
*^  And  I,  behold  I  establish  my  covenant 
with  you."  He  did  not  then  firftgive  being 
to  this. covenant ;  but  confirmed  that  whicU 
>vas  previoufly  made  *. 


*  Sec  Part  Firft. 
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III.  If  it  be  enquired,  How  fa»  thefq  pro* 
nufes    are  for   our  dirc(ftion  and  comfort  ?  I 
fhall  only  anfwer,  AVe  ought  to  compare  them  ^ 
with  the  following  revelations  of  God's  will^ 
whach  tend  to  illuilrate  them ;  and  to  receive, 
by  faith,  that  fpiritual  falvation  they  exhibit  in 
a  figure.     We  ought  to  rejoice  in  that  lo\^ 
and  care  which  God  e^prcfled  to  the  Chmxh 
^  in  her  infant  ftate  ;  and  reft  a0ured,  feeing 
he  did  fo  great  things  for  her   at   that  time, 
that  he  will  encreaie  her  ay  more  and  more  ; 
^  he  win  do  better  things  unto  her  tlian  at  her 
beginning.      This    tranfaftion    gives    us   the 
grestteft    encouragement    to    depend    on  our 
Heavenly  Father  j  both  as  a  God  of  promifei 
and  as  a  God  of  providence.     In  the  greateft' 
convulfions   and  emotions  of  this  world,   we 
may  rclt,  with  fefety,  oh  God's  unchangeable 
covenant :   '^  For  this  is  as  the  waters  of  Noah 
uttlo  me :  for  as  I  have  (worn,   that  the   wa- 
ters of  Noah  (hould  no  more  go  over  the  earth; 
fo  have   I  Avom  that  I  would  not  be  wroth 
with  thee,  nor  rebuke  thee.    For  the  mountains 
(haU  depart,  and   the   hills   be  removed :  biit 
.  my  loving  kindnefs  (hall  not  depart  from  thee, 
.  neither  fliall  the  Covenant  of  my  peace  be  re- 
moved, faith  the  Lord,  that  hath  mercy  upon 
thee*/' 

THE  DUTIES  which  Noah   and  his  Sons 
reftipulated  are  mentioned  prior  to  the  pro- 

*  If.  liv.9^  10,.  '•  • 
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mifes,  as  (pbken  by  God,  though  they  could 
Hot  be  performed  but  in  confequence  of  the 
accomplirtiment  of  them«  The  Jews  and  Jer^ 
|uits  have  written  copious  trifles  concerning 
the  feven  precepts  of  Noah,  as  they  (peak ;  but 
I  (liall  not  fpcnd  time  either  t6  recite  or  refiitc 
tkeni.  The  duties  required  of  thefe  cove- 
nanters were,  cither  fiich  as  the  law  of  nature 
di<%ated,  or  fuch  as  they  were  bound  to  per- 
form by  virtue  of  revealed -e3q)lications  of  that 
Jaw  ;  or,  finally,  fuch  as  belonged  to  the  infti- 
tuted  worOiip  of  God. 

1.  This  family  was  obKged  to  obfen^e  the 
Law  of  Nature.  A  rational  crfeature'  cannot 
be  without  a  law  ;  much  lefs  a  religious  fami- 
ly. The  Church  had  no  other  law,  i^iped^ 
ing  morals,  from  the  fall  to  the  flood,  fo'fw 
as  we  Iqiow ;  yet  Cain  had  a  confqience  of 
guilt  when  he  violated  that  law,  as  is  eyideiit 
from  his  defences  when  lifted  before  the  tri- 
bunal of  God.  Nor  was  there  any  thing  done 
at,  or  before  the  flood,  to  diflblve  that  obli- 
gation. 

« 

2.  NoA  H  was  favoured  with  Tome  cxplijca- 
tions  of  thefe  moral  precepts,  from  the  moutii; 
of  God  himfelf .  That  which  is  now  the  Gxih 
precept,  in  the  order  of  the  Decaldgue,  was 
explained  and  fenced  at  this  timer  "  And  at 
the  hand  of  man,  at  the  hand  of  every  man's 
broker,  will  I  require  the  life  of  man,    TV^ho-r 
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(6  ibeddetb  mail's  bloofl,  by  man  Dtttli  hU  blood 
be  (bed  *»^!'  Cooicience  di<9Uited  ta  Caifl,  he 
dcfervcd  dcatl;^  when  there  wai  no  fiich  reve- 
lation t  for  he  faid^  ^'  Whofoevcr  findeth  me 
ihaimay  mef /'  Now,  God  cxprefily  enjoin-* 
ed  what  confcience  always  di^tedi  The  du^ 
ties  r^uired  in  the  fcventh  precept  of  the  dc- 
calogtie^  arfe  alfo,  in  part^  entnierated  in  this 
trania^oa :  As  they,  had  been  to  Adatn^  iinr< 
mediately  afbr  his  creation.  As  Adam  was 
the  father  of  mankind^  and  pofleflbr  of  the 
world  ; .  €o  Noah  was  the  father  of  the  new 
wodUl, '  and  appcmited  to  pec^le  and  pofleis  it> 
in  like  manner.  It  was  sdfo  proper  to  regii^ 
late  the  laws  of  maiidage  and  propa^tion,  as 
a  teftimony  againft  that  lafcivionfiiefs  which 
^wiied  the  old  world*  Though  the  fins  oppofite 
to  thefe  tw<>  pt^depts  ate  not  mentioned,  yet 
they  are  tacitjiy  cj^mdejmji^d  ;  while  the  oppo^ 
fite  dnties  are  enjoined  t  And  this  -  explication 
of  the  moral  law  was  a  prxiper  vincticadon  of 
the  holineis  of  God  an4  the  honour  of  his  law, 
whlx^h  .  had  been  trampled  nnder  foot  by  the 
wantowiefB  ^xkd  violence  of  the  antediiuvian 
ilnners* 

3»  Noah  received  itrfbudicms  i-elativfc  to  th# 
inftimted  worftup  c^  God  t  ^^  But  flefti^  with  the 
life  thereof)  which  is  the  blaod  thereof^  ibaU  , 
ye  npt  cut,  :|:  /'     Nismerous  conti'<)verfles  have 

♦  Gen.  i*.  5/  4-    t  Gen.  it.  X4.    %  C«]|^  ^  ^,  4- 
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been  agitated  qol  this  liead :  For  eKBmpt^  it 
has  hatSL  di^pfated^  Whether  ammal  food  had 
been  allolved  to  mankind  befote  the  flood: ;  or, 
if  this  was  the  fixft  grant  of  it,  Wktether  God 
prohibited  Uood-eating  altogether:;    or^  if  he 
only  fi^rbade  the.  dra^idng  of  biood  fro^  live 
axkimals,  and  dr^nkm|^.  it   while  wat^ii  }    or, 
(fi^po&i^thefprohibitKHii  of  .Uood,  VMi^ther 
he.  prohibited  it  on' moral  or  ceremonial  conii- 
derations  ?    The-  generation    of  men  called 
G1.ASSITES,  i|i  bbedieace  to  the  nod  oftheir 
leader,    lay  %tcut   ftrefs  on  abflineiice  from 
Jblood,  TCckonihg  die  eating  of  it  a  fin.^Qai- 
If  atrocious  with  that  of  eating  the  fbrbtddiai 
fruit.     It  defervcs  our  ohiervation,  that  there 
is  no  p'ohibitioh'  of  blood ,  but  during  the  time 
in  wl^ch  it  was  la^vful  to  MiScr  iaerifices :  Aatd 
the  reaibn^  afligned  by  GSpdhimfelf  is,  ^^-Be^ 
-K'dXiSk  the  blood  iiiaketh  the  atonement  fott^. 
ibul  *."     Nor  xan  aiiy  rea£m  be  affigned,  why 
it  (hould  he  prohHntcd  on  a  difetent  accoont 
in  the  days  of  Noah,  from  that  for  which  it 
>Vas  proh3>ited  in  the  time  of  Mbfes*  '•  'tbt 
jreaiba  of  this,  law-ceaied  when  it  iie^an^'un^ 
lawful  to  (bed  the  blood  of  beafts  in  facrifitt  $ 
and  the  law  itfclf,  it  may  be  prefumed,  expi- 
red with  it.  The  prohibidon  was  proper,  how-  - 
•cl'erA.at  d^  tune,  to  elucidate  the  rite  of  fa- 
<rifice|  ai^rto.  direflj-thc  faith  of  the  offerer 
^•rw^. t9.  the blpad  of  the.  great  at»neinentf 

It 
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It  Caught  him,  That  he  had  fotefeiced  all  th^t 
life  Whicb  Qod  h^ftowed  oii  'himjj  ftjid,  thei?^- 
itre,\iii  ^bv^reign^) .  he  had.  apprppri^tedi  ta. 
himfetf  tfa^  blopd>:  ivbUh  Av^ar.the  l|£e  ofthc 
£icrilk^,  wftead^  i^ing  the  lale  of  the  ijbr 

TiiDVIH^Y^  I  ibaW-ftPxt  ^mUdcrl  the  ci^k^ 

fied,       :/':-.         -^     .:     •  r    ,  .,^  I. 

a.'^Bj»tbt  oadi  of  God:  This  oath  is  not 

mentioaed  lia  the  Mo&ic  hiAory^  wdeed  ;  but 

His  'C3cprcfe^:  referred  tJo  hy  tftriplpi^ed  jJTo- 

phct :   "  For,  as  I  have  fwom,  that  the  >vaterii 

of  Noah  (hall  no  more  go  over  the  earth  ;  fo 

have  I  £wixmj  that  1  would  nfit.be  wroth  with 

thme^ 'not  rchdkc  thee*,''     Tjie   oath  of  Cod 

is  gready  idftfToKHt.  from:  that  of  meuj:  Meil 

wtd  to  Iwiew^;  bcaai^;  the  truth  of  their  i  na*- 

Ittd  afCnrtioamaylhe^qb.eAioned  ;  but  he  U  not 

a  man  tiliat  jbte^  ifaciuld  lie,  or  the:fon  <^  man 

that  he  fhoidd  repent.     His  eternal  veracity 

£cts  him  infinitely  above  Jeven.  the  ft^icion^  of 

evei^  ifMicios  of  faKehood.    The  oath  of  God, 

tfaeny  k.ap.aift  of  divine  cicmdeicenflon  to  the 

.infirmities  of  ncieni >  to  beget  m  them  imfhaken 

faith,  and  abundant  ccinfblation.    ^Vhen  men 

fwear,  they- *appeal  unto  a  fiipeiior  being,  who 

is  aUe  iof  cUfcem  th^ir  iaatcnty^  and  to  rewattd 

i  ♦  If-Uv.  9*    *         . 
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it.,  6n  the  one  hand  ;  and  to  dcteA  their  hy- 
pocriiy  and  chaftife  their  perfiily,*  on  the  «- 
ther*  Bitt>  ^hen  Godfwdlit^  he  pledgeth 
his  o^n  Ebbing  and  perfeikions  for  thd  Ifccom- 
piUhment  of  his  word.  Hfis  t)wn  being  is  fnfR^ 
cient  to  give  being  to  his  promifc,  as  well  as 
his 'threatening  ;  becaufc  he  could  fwear  by  no 
greater,  he  fware  by  hhxifelf *  Whatevci*  per- 
fediod  bt  {^articulidiy  mentioned,  hk  being  is 
engaged ;  for  his  being  and  perfeAions  ^re 
himfelf.  He  can  as  fodn  ceafe  to  be,  as  fufier 
the  accomplifhnient  of  his  word  not  to  be. 
The  g^wy  ^  Iris  ^itfc^dons  muft  be  for  ever 
ecllpfed, '  (houfct  be  feffer  one  iota  of  his  word 
to  fail;         1    '•    •     f  '  • 

2.  Goo  cosifimied  this  Covenant  by  his  Bows 
^  And  God  faid,  This  is  the  tokeb  of  the^ro* 
yenanty  which  I  make  between  lae  and  yon, 
andvevery  living  ereaturei  that  is  widi  you,  for 
perpetual  generation :  1  dojfet  my  how  in  the 
cloud  ;  and  it  fhall  be  for  a  tokeil  of  a  cove* 
nant  between  me  ^and  the  earth.  And  it  fhall* 
come  to  pais,  when  I  bring  a  doud  over  the 
earthy  that  the  bow  ihall  be  (een  m  the  doud  : 
And  I  will  remember  my  covenant^  which  i$ 
between  ine  and  you,  and  every  living  crea- 
ture of  all  f\tfh  :  and  the  waters  (hall  no  nKM-e 
become  a  flood  to  deftroy  all  flefli.  And  the 
bow  fhalLbe  in  the  doUd  ;  and  I  will  look  up- 
on it,  that  I  may  remember  the  tverlafting 
covenant  between  Cod  and  every  living  crea- 
ture 
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turc  of  all  flclh  that  is  upon  the  earth.  '  And 
God  (aid  unto  Noah,  This  is  the  token  of  the. 
covertant,  which!  have  eftabliflied  betuccu 
me  and  all  flefh  that  is  upon  the  (parth  */'  iTie 
Spirit  of  God  alfo  alludes  niito  this  (ign^  hoth 
in  the  Old  and  New  Teftamcnt ;  arid  more 
than  inAnuates,  that  there  is  in  it  a  reprefcnta»« 
tion  of  the  blefHngs  of  the  New  Covenant.--*—^ 
The  rain^bowis  tlv^  reflecStion  of  the  (iin-4>eahiir 
through  the  clouds ;  In  like  manner^  the  Sun 
of  Righteouihefi  hi^  made  the  fplendor  of  his 
glory  break  through  all  the  blade  clouds  of 
ftiffcrings  and  wrath  which  were  fpread  over 
his  fiace%  He  makes  bright  clouds  of  tlic 
daikeft  ^Mpenfations  of  his'  providence.  Says 
a  piotis  author,  ^'  See  how  the  frowning  cloud# 
now   AniU'  with  the   o4onous  colours  of  the 

o 

tain4>ow,  the  cheerful  token  of  God's  cove- 
nant.—Such  is  the  glorious  transformation  of 
aft  oof  affliiStidns^  by  Jefiw  Chrift,  O  ye  heirs 
of  righteoufhcfs  f  1"  As  the  elouds  of  >vrath 
/pent  all  their  forct  on  the  Sun  of  Rightcouf- 
ne(s;  fo  his  glorj  broke  through  them,  and 
the  splendor  of  it  Secures   his  people   againft 

every  fiiture   deluge. The   horns  of  this 

bow  are  turned  towards  the  earthy  and  the 
back  of  it  towards  heaven  ;  nor  are  there  any 
arrows  in  it,  intimating,  that,  though  it  be  a 
warlike  inftrument,  yet  it  is  not  bent  againft 
men,  neither  has  it  any^wiows  in  it  to  cut  them 

♦  Gen-  ix.  xa-Hj;.        f  M*fiwen  on  the  Tjyts. 

off. 
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cflf.  Now  God  {nx>claiins  pcac^  on  eai'th,  and 
gciod  wall  towards,  men,  inAe^d  of  preparing' 
the  infbniment^  of  death  jfon  theniv  of  placing 
his  fliafts  againft  them*— — r?Hc  looks  v^oo. 
this  bow  as  a  niemorial.Qf  his  covenant;  "  I 
will  look  OB  it,  thati  may  remember  the  ever- 
lading  CO venant*''  .In  like  maimer,  he  looks 
on  the  Redeemer,  and  remember^his  promife 
tfi  his  people  through  himi  Hen^&y^thc  Church' 
jrwys^  ^  Behold,  O  God^  .t>^r:  Shield  j.  ind 
look  on  the  face,  of  thiHQ  an^^osffcd  */*  And 
the  btlieves,  that,  for  hi«  fake,  He  will  rc^ 
member  his  Covenant  f . 

..FOURTHLY,  The  OccAsiotfi  f^tfeb  Tranf- 
^i/$6t^  muft  be  confidere^  in  tb^- iB^^^^t  place* 
It  Y^a^  made  ^bout  all.  huodricd  and,. twenty 
years  after  the  former  Covenant  with  Noah* 
Apd  tliat  {pace  of  time  was  i^fled  up  with  very 
wonderful  providenfjirs,;  l^cjth  of  mercy. and 
judgment.  I  Thefe  afforded  o0c^ik>ns  f^r  thba 
coven^mt*     Tlw-  occ^ions  wei;^^  .  \    r 

y.  Such  as  ori^nated  from  the  former  fytr 
deral  tranfa^^on.  The  former  covenant  was 
a  tefHmony  agaiai^the  i^iafnalltyaiMl  violence 
Qf  the  old  world  j  an^  ^  diis  .was  a  profectfiioii 
of  thftt  teiHmony.  Tho'  ^e  ftm^dy  rebels,- who 
peopled  the  old  world,  were  waihed   away  by 

*  Pfal,  Ixxxiv.  9. 

t  TJie  Rev.  Ilr  Ebenez^  £rilckk»''s  Serpion  t>n^ev. 

iv.  3, 

the 
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the  flood ;  yett  the  fireds  of  rebelfion  againft 
God  were  far  from  being  waflicd  away  from 
mankmd.  Thk  cov<(nant,  then,  was  reqiiUitey 
that  the  ad  vantage?  gained  by  die  former  might 
not  be  totally  I0&, :  'that  the  Church  might 
not  be  ij^t  on  thatfame  rock  which  proved  f& 
hxaA  to  the  old  wcn-Id :  That  vt  teflknony  to  the 
holineis  of  God,  as  dire«5tly  contrary  to  their 
wicked  meafures,  both  in  its  nature  and  opera* 
tions,  m^|ht  not  be  "fiiffi^red  to  faU  uftto  the 
gnumd*  /rhc  formfer^royenant  was  extremely 
froper  m  iri^w  of  an  ajiproaching  flood ;  hot 
IM  t^te  ib  iuitable  unto  di^  circttinftaiices  of 
^ie  whfo  wer6  but  juft  delivered  from  one : 
Whnrfore,  if  the  fame  defign  be  carried  on 
wiach  had  been  advanced  by  the  preceding 
trai^Sbftion^'  coVcnantHrenovatioii  became  higb^ 
ly  es^edi^tit. ' 

1.  Such  as  originated  in  tlie  care  and  love 

rf  God  about  his  Church.     The  horrors  of  a 

&iki  were  unipeakably  great ;  and  the  dread 

B^itmigh^  be  ready  to  haitnt,   even  the  very 

pefAxis  whf>  efc^ped  it.     But,  that  they  might 

not  be  fwallowdd  up  with  toonmch  terror,  he  was 

pleafed  to  afford  them  a  frefh  proc^  of  his  pa* 

temal  regard,  by  taldng  them  of  new  into  co-^ 

"venaBt  with  him(elf.     They  might  juftly  have 

dreaded,  that  their  fins  would  draw  clown  a 

fecond  deluge,  had  not  this  covenant  fecured 

them  dgainft  any  (uch  difaftcr.    As  the  former 

covenant  took  ri(c  from  Noah*s  finding  grace 

iu 
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in  the  eyes  of  tke  LoMi'  fb  thisiiQe  oHgiilat^d 
in  the  fame  fburce.  ^^  And  the  Lord  finelled  a 
iWcct  favour  (viz.  in  ^the  facrifice  of  hi^  Soo, 
prefigured  by  that  of  Noah):  And  the  Lord 
find  in  his  l3ie?u%"  j&c.  The  acceptance  pf  this 
iacrifi^ce  was  a  clea^  propf  that  God  Was  graci- 
ous j  and  this  covenant  a  farther  evidence,  of 
his  grace.  i 

I'  • 
3^  ;Su(;h  as,^ok  rile  frofn  the  cjrcumftanoes 
of  the  coven^teirs  themiblves.  They  bjad^n^t 
witli  a  fecial  deUverai^fe  ^t  Qod's  hand ;  th^i^cr 
fore,  it  was  pi-oper  they  (houldtake  thisi^ 
portunity  to  t^ (tify  th^  gratitude  for  the  fame* 
Covenanting  is  a  grateful  retum  for  mercia 
received  f  Wherefore,  gre^t>4eUvex^cescia]l 
aloud  for  covfih^ntrrenovadop*  A  iinpi^ re- 
petition of  former  CO  venant-^ngagwpkfiiiUeoMkl 
not  fit  their  circumftances ;.  The  former  cove- 
nant was  adapted  unto  a  fiifi^ring  lot,  3^e]*ea5 
the  Ch^xh  was  now  in  a  profjperous  epnditioki^ 
Thus,  Cpd  has  been  pleafed  to  diQ>lay  his  wif- 
dofp  in  fitting  his  revelation -to  thkt  p^ticular 
'  ftatc  of  the  Church  on  which  it  was  befto^v- 
ed;  and  to  dKpofe  and  enal^e  her  to  corre- 
fpondent  returns. 

FIFTHLV,  "VVe  m^  now  fnl>|oin  a  fcwRfi- 
FLt>CTi9Ns  on  what  has  been  obfervcd. 

n.  Wb  may  learn  the  abliirdity  of  confining 
tJ^ie  No^chic  Covenant  4jntp  tempprM  tiiug^ 
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Jt  is  readily  granted,  that  i5  was  amcmg  the 
darkeft  of  a  dark  ceconomy  of  graces  but' 
it  cannot  fi'om  thence  follow,  that  it  was  no 
gracious  difpenfation  at  alL  As  Noah's  faith 
law  through  a  flood  of  water  to  a  fk>od  of 
wrath;  (o  it  law  deliverance  from. the  latter, 
in  deliverance  from  the  former  like  ways.  And 
what  did  he  confider  as  the  meritorious  ^ule 
of  this  deliverance  ?  What  but  the  righteoul^ 
nefs  of  faith  ?  By  this  believing  prolpecSt  he 
became  an  heir  of  the  RtGHXEousNEs^ 
OF  FAITH.  The  true  key  to  undeiifland  this 
dilpenfation  is,  to  confider  God's  dealing  with 
his  people,  even  about  conmion  and  ordinary 
things^  as  emblematical  of  things  Ipiritual 
and  eternal  t  And  the  Apoftle  obferves,  the 
eleventh  of  the  Hebrews  throughout,  that 
\hele  things  were  not  only  capable  of  a  fe- 
condary  lenfe ;  that  is,  a  Ipiritual  one  ;  but  that 
they  had  a  Ipiritual,  though  enttblematical 
fenfc  put  upon  them^  even  in  the  Old  Tefta^' 
ment,  and  taken  up  by  the  faith  of  Old  Tefta-» 
ment  Faints ;  though  the  Ijrfritnal  figniflcatioa 
of  thele  things  is  more  copioufly  tmfoldrd^  and 
more  minutely  delineated  under  the  new  and 
better  ceconomy*  There  arc  many  in  our  day 
who  maintain,  that  Ghrift  and  his  ApofUes  did 
allegcHize  iqpon  the  carnal  things  of  tlie  Old 
Te£unent ;  but  that  ihc  Old  Teftamcnt  had  no 
fuch  meamng  in  itfelf,  nor^did  the  <Md  Tefta- 
ment  faints  take  thefe  tilings  in  this  view*  But 
the  Apolttc  does  not  declare  wjbat  way  Chrift 
1        p  tod 
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ami  his  Apoftles  explained  the  providential  oc- 
currences which  befeH^the  Old  Tcftament 
faints — ^he  only  tells  what  the  faith* of  thefc 
faints  faw,  and  realized,  in  the  glafs  of  divine 
providence.  ' 

2.  The  reward  of  grace  inevitably  follows 
the  obedience  of  faith.  If  Noah  is  enabled 
to  offer  an  acceptable  facrifice  unto"  the  Lord^ 
Ood  will  manifeft  the  fweetnefs  of  its  favx>ur 
in  his  noftrib,  by  renewing  his '  covenant-pro- 
jmfe  to  the  facrificer.  Noah's  deliverance  con- 
gained  him  to  offer  a  thank-oficritig ;  that 
ofiering  is  accepted,  and  rewarded  by  the  Lord, 
as  an  evidence  that  the  deliverance  had  been 
blefled  to  Noah,,  as  well  as  iuitably  improve^ 
by  him*  Thus,  the  renewed  manifeliations 
of  divine  favour  are  frequendy  the  reward  of 
evangelical  duties ;  and,  whatever  be  their  re*- 
■ward  in  this  world,  they  (hall,  in  the  world 
to  come,  be  over  paid  with  li£e  eternal* 

3*  Th  e  Church  of  God  is  a  mixed  (bdety, 
in  hertnilitant  itate*  However  imall;  or  pure, 
ftie  naay  be ;  yet  there  is  always  ibme  of  the  old 
leaven  latent  in  her.  As  there  was  a  Judas 
among  the  Difciples  ;  fo  there  was  a  Hanx  a** 
xnong  the  fons  of  Noah  in  the  ark.  There 
win  alwa3rs  be  wolves  in  fheeps  clothing,— f 
tares  among  the  wheat,,  till  the  harveft  of  the 
^  end  of  the  worlds 

DISSER- 
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ON    ABRAHAM'S  COVENANT. 


THE  diipenfations  of  grace  towards  the 
Church  have  been  always  gradual : 
God  proceeds,  in  them,  from  that 
which  is  Icfs  unto  that  which  is  more  pcrfeA. 
This  has,  in  a  particular  manner,  been  his 
way  of  dealing  with  Abraham.  As  the  patri* 
arch's  family  was  an  emblem  of  the  Church ; 
/b  the  pJan  of  divine  conduft  to  it  was  .a  mo- 
del of  the  whole  plan  of  divine  difpenfations 
towards  her.  Inattention  to  the  progrefi  and 
advancement  of  God's  promife  has  betrayed 
nxany,  who  have  written  concerning  it,  into 
great  confuflon.  That  we  may  avoid  the 
rocks  on  which  others  have  Iplit,  nve  fliall 
proceed  according  to  the  covenants  tranfa^Sted 
vdth  him,  and  aflign  a  diftini^  part  tmto  each 
of  them* 

O  a         '  PART 
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PAR     T       I. 
Gen.  xi.  31,  32.  Ch.  xii.  i— -3. 

♦ 

VARIOUS  authors,  when  confidering  God^s 
difpenfations  to  Abraham^  have  diftin^ 
guifhcd  between  the  promife  and  the  cove- 
^nant :  They  ftyle  the  tranfaAion  recorded  in 
the  above  cited  verfes  the  p&omise^  and 
thole  recorded  in  fome  fubleqnent  chapters^ 
THE  COVENANT  :  But  both  this  and  the  fol- 
lowbg  tranfacSdons  arc  ftri^SUy  fcrderal ;  the 
latter  being  cxprcCsly  ftyled  covenants  by  the 
facred  hiftorian,  as  is  this  by  Paul :  **  And  this 
I  fay,  that  the  covenant  which  was  confiruK 
ed  of  God  in  Chrift,  the  law,  which  was  four 
hundred  and  thirty  years  after,  cannot  difan* 
nul*."  Now,  it  is  only  to  this  tranfatSion 
that  the  date  fpecified  can  agree,  as  we  ftiall 
afterwards  make  appear.  And  the  name  is 
properly  eii^reifivc  of  its  nature,  as  will  be 
clear  from  mewing, — ^I.  Who  are  the  Parties 
Covenanting.— II.  W^hat  are  the  Parts  belong- 
ing to  each  of  thefe  Parties .^—III.  The  fo- 
Icmn  Confirmations  of  this  Govensmt*— ^And,* 
IV.  The  Occafions  of  it. 

FIRST,  I  muft  confidei^  the  Parties   of 

this  Covenant ;  namely,  the  Son  of  God  and 

Abram  \ 
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Abranfl  \n  infinite  dilparity !  Will  God^  in 
very  deed  deign  to  covenant  with  man^  who 
is  but  duft  and  aflies ! 

I.  God  is  the  author,  and  firft  propofer  of 
this  covenant.     Stephen  informs  us,  that   it 
was  the  God  of  Glory  who  appeared  unto 
the  patriarch  on  this  important  occafion  *.  The 
phrafc  iii^orts,  not  only  his  being  poflefled  of 
all  glorious  perfections,  but  alfo   Tome  ipecial 
manifeftation  of  hb  glory  :  Perhaps  fomc  ex- 
ternal fplendid  appearance  ;  iuch  as  when  the 
GLORY  OF  TH£  LoRD  filled  the  Tabernacle, 
or  Temple  f.     A  Three  One  God,  reconcUed 
in,-  and  revealed  by  the  Meffiah,  covenanted 
with  Abram  at  this  time ;  but  it  was  only  the 
Son  who   made  the  vifible   appearance,   and 
fpake  with  the  audible  voice.     It  has  not  been 
proved,  as  yet,  that  either  the  Father  or  the 
Holy  Ghofl  ever  aflumed  a  vifible  fhape  under 
lkc  fhadowy  difpenfatibn  :  For  no.  man  hath 
ftea  God  at  any  time,  but  the  only  begotten 
Son,  who  is  in  the  bofom  of  the  Father,  h» 
hath  dedared  him.     Jehovah  the  Son  appear* 
ed,  cloathed  with  all  thofe  divine  perfec^ioxu 
which  beamed  forth  in  former  covenants,  and 
made  further  difcoyeries  of  that  grace  which 
is  laid  up  in  flore  for  the  children  of  God.  The 
Inatmer  in  which  he  manifefted  himfelf  eviden- 
ced at  once  the  divinity  of  his  pcrfon  and  Tiii 

•  AOs  vii.  2.     t  Dr  G;;ts£*s  Paraphmfc  oft  Adbvii.  2r 
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miflion  Unto  the  mind  of  Abram,  (b  a?  to  be- 
get in  him  a  divine  faith*.  Hence,  fays  the 
Apoftle,  "  By  faith  Abraham,  when  he  was 
called  to  go  out  into  a  place  which  he  fliould 
afterwards  receive  for  an  inheritance,  obey- 
ed f/' 

2.  The  other  Party  in  this  Covenant  is  A- 
bram,  the  fon  of  Tcrah,  the  tenth  generation 
from  Noah.  Some  have  maintained,  that  he 
was  Terah's  firft-born ;  but,  for  reafons  to  be 
afterwards  afligned,  I  judge  he  was  his  fecond, 
if  not  his  thii'd  fon.  It  has  alio  been, disputed, 
If  he  was  an  idolater  prior  to  this  call  and  co- 
venant ?  The  facred  hiftorian  leaves  diis  que- 
Ition  undetermined  indeed  ;  but  Jofliua  puts 
the  matter  beyond  all  podibility  of  doubt : 
*'  And  Joflma  faid  unto  all  the  people,  Thus 
faith  tlie  Lord  God  Ifrael,  Your  failiers  dwelt 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  flood,  in  old  time  ;  e- 
yen  Terah,  the  father  of  Abraham,  and  the 
father  of  Nahor :  and  they  lerved  otlicr  Gods. 
And  I  took  your  father  Abraham  from  the  o- 
ther  fide  of  the  flood  *.''  The  Pelagians,  both 
ancient  and  modern,  imagine  it  inconfiflent 
with  Uie  holincfs  of  God,  to  call  any  into  co- 
venant with  the  Moft  High  who  have  no  good 
qualifications  to  recommend  them  to  his  fa^ 
vour,  and  much  more  fo  to  admit  an  idola- 
ter.    But  all  the  fuppofed  inconfiftency  would 

♦  Zanch.  dc  Tribus  Elohim^  p.  29.        f  Heb.  xi.  8. 
%  Jofh.  xxiv.  3. 
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faddenly  difappear,  ivcre  not  thefc  men  igno- 
rant of  the  Scriptures  and  df  the  grace  of  God- 
Is  it  any  way  inconiiftcnt  with  divine  Jbolinefs 
to  call  men  from  fin  unto  grace  ?  Can  any  fin- 
ixer  come  out  of  his  natural  and  finful  ftate  till 
he  be  powerfully  drawn  by  divine  influences  ? 
The  fad:  is^  Abram  is  fet  up  as  a  pattern  of 
divine  fovercignty  towards  them  who  are  call* 
cd  in  every  age ;  for  in  him  free  grace  was 
exalted,  and  human  pride  abafed.  ^^  Lookuur* 
to  the  rbcfc  whence  ye  were  he  wen  (faid  God 
to  Ifrael)y  and  to  the  hole  of  the  pit  whence 
ye  were  digged.  Look  unto  AbraJiam,  yonr 
father;  and  onto  Sarah  who  bare  you:  fori 
called  him  alone,  and  bleflcd  him,  and  en- 
creaied  him*.''  The  Jews  piqued  thcmfeh'«» 
not  a  little  on  account  of  their  anceftors ;  they 
frequently  boafted,  that  they  had  Abraham  to 
their  fatlier:  But,  faid  Jehovah,  look'backto 
ihe  firft  years  of  this  patriarchJs  life,  and  you 
wiD  find  he  was  far  from  having  any  thing 
which  may  afford  you  the  leaft  ground  of  glo- 
riation :  He  was  as  deeply  drenched  in  idola* 
try  as  any  of  his  fathei'^s  family  ;  and  fovcreign 
grace  alone  fingled  him  out  from  among  them. 
. — In  his  natural  ftate,  then,  he  was  a  vile  ido- 
later ;  in  his  gracious  ftate,  Ijp  was  the  friend 
of  God,  and  father  of  the  faithfid :  He  was  a 
pattern  of  faith  and  many  other  graces,  in- 
deed, notwidiftanding  his  numerous  infirmities 

•  If.  U.  2. 
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and  xnamfold  fins*  More  particularly,  he  fu- 
ftained  a  two-foIA  charatfter :  Firft,  he  was  a 
t3^e  of  the  Mefliah  promifed  to  Adam  and 
Noah,  under  the  notion  of  an  illuftrions  SEED. 
The  Covenant  of  Grace  was  made  from  eter* 
nity  with  the  Redeemer,  as  the  reprefenting 
head  of  his  feed ;  and  this  covenant  was  mad^ 
with  the  patriarch,  as  the  reprefentativc  of  his 
feed  in  like  manner :  *'  Now,  to  Abraham  and 
to  his  feed  were  the  promifes  made  (viz.  the 
promifes  of  tlus  covenant);  he  faith  not  of 
SEEDS  as  of  many,  but  as 'of  one;  and  to 
thy  Seed,  which  is  Chrift*."  Again,  he  ftood 
in  the  capacity  of  a  Saint,  a  diitinguifhed 
member  of  the  Chmxh,  as  then  conflituted ; 
as  well  as  an  eminent  example  of  the  Church 
to  the  latcft  age. 

♦  Gal.  iii.  x6. 

The  fame  doarine  was  taught  at  the  very  dawtf 
of  the  RcforiHatioii  from  Popery :  Said  Jerom  Zanchius^ 
'<  Nunc  tenemus  qua?  fint  foederis  capita.  Ad  primtutt 
•*  vero  caput>  feu  ad  promii^onem  Dei  quod  attinet^  not* 
*'  andum  eft,  totam  eam  efle  gratuitMi,  abfolutiim,  ft 
*'  citra  omnem  conditioucm.  Ac  proinde  Deum  iUam 
*'  in  omnibus  confoederatis  ^x  fua  mifericordia  ac  boni- 
<'  tate  iniplcre."  He  adds,  *'  Ac  certum  eft,  hnnc  fuiflc 
'*  Scopum  Domini,  in hac  foederis  obligatione:  quafefe  ob* 
**  ftrinxit  Chrifto  h^mini  in  perfona  Abrahami,  et  in  eo 
^  omnibus  eleAis,  qui  omnes  fimul  cum  Chrifto  funt  ip* 
*<  fum,  ut  antcdictum  eft.  Semen  Abrahac :  certum  eft,  in- 
"  quara,  hunc  fuiflc  Scopum  Dei,  rtt  fcilicet  animos  no- 
*'  flxos  in  fide,  et  omni  Fidncia  erga  f<i  confirmarct."  De 
Nat,  Dei,  p.  401  • 

SECONDLY;^ 
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SECONDLY^  We  are  next  to  enquire^ 
What  are  the  Pa  r  t  s  which  belong  unto  each 
of  thcie  Parties  reipevftively* 

On  the  PARt  of  God  are  the  following  ex- 
ceeding great  and  precious  promifcs : 

-\ 

'     1*    Oop   pt-Olllifcth  tO.MAKE   OF    HiM  AN    E  X-» 

G££<DiKe  GHEAT  NATION*.  This-  proiiufe 
i::eceived  its  accomplifhment,  both  in  the  lite-» 
ral  and  myftical  fenfc,  m  agreeableneft  to  the 
doable  capacity  of  the  patriarch*  At  the  time 
when  this- pt-oujife  was  made,  there  was  little 
projp^dt  of  eitheii  the  literal  or  myftical  feed  : 
But)  beyond  all  human  expcAation,  God  ha^ 
accompUfh^d,'  and  is  acco;nplilhing  it  ftill.  In 
the:  fwracr  fcnfe,  the  promife  was  accomplifti^ 
cd,  not  only  in  the  Illunaelites  and  Arabians, 
the  (ons  of  Keturah,  hut  al{b  in  the  nation  of* 
Kra^l :  When  the  promife  was  made,  he  had 
not  fo  HiHch  aj5  one  ibu ;  but,  when  Ilracl  came 
out  of  Egypt,  the  J  were  not  fewer  than  fix 
hundred  thoufand  men,  bdfides  \Vomen  and 
children.- — ^In  the  latter  fenfe, .  the  promife  ii 
iVill  accomplifliing,  in  the  NATtoNs  of  them 
"WHO  AR'E  SAVED  :  This  Will  be  an  exteedino; 
great  nation,  mde^d,  whom  no  man  cati,  or 
mall  be  able  to  number. 

2.   God    pfomifeth  To    bLess    HiM'f'.     Iri 
the  irifpired  writings,  the  woj-d  b  les  §  is  foiiic- 

*  Gen.  xii.  ^.         f  IbidL 
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times  ufcd   in  an   inferior  fenfe,  indeed ;  but 
here  it  muft  be  taken  in  it3  moft  lublime  and 
fpiritual  import :   It  denotes  a  free  and  fiill  ju-* 
ftyication,  with  all  the  precious  fruits  which 
eufiie  upon  it.     So  the   Apoflle   explains    it^ 
*'  Tjic   Scripture,  forfeei^g  that   God  would 
juftify  the  heathen  through  faith,  preached  the 
go(pel  before  unto  Abraham,  faying,  In  thee 
rtiafl  all  nations  be  blefled ;  fo  they  which  be 
of  the  faith  are  blessed  with  faithful  Abra« 
ham*.*'  .  This.promilc  comprehends  all  other^ 
pri\ileges,  even  the   gift  of  the  Holy  Ghoft^ 
and  eternal   life ;    Juflification,    however,    is 
chiefly  intended,  though  thofc  muft  not  be  ex* 
eluded;  and  it  is  fitly  Ayled  blessing,  as  it 
frees  the  (inner  from  the  curse    of  the  law, 
and  entitles  him  to  everlafting  blessedness 
in  heaven. 

3.  Gon  engageth  to  make   him  a  ceeAT 
^AME  f.  A  name,  in  Old  Teftament  language, 

*  Gal.  iii.  8.  9.— —Cam peg.  Vitring.  explains  tbxB 
phrafe  in  the  following  terms:  *'  Per  Benedictionem 
^'  intelligenda  fit  JtiAitia  Dei,  gentibus  in  Chriihim  cre- 
'^  dentibus  gratuito  impntanda,  et  fola  obtinenda  fide^ 
^^  ad  exeniplum  et  in  conimunione  Abrahami,  qui  liocr 
**  beneficio,  a  Deo  fingulari  gratia  impctrate,  in  Hifto- 
''  ria  Sacra  infignis  fniile  tradatiir,  et  amicus  Dei  appel- 
*^  lari  meruerit :  quam  lvA«ymf  coniitaretur  11  UtX^ym  t» 
**  irvfv^ctfrH*,  five  dona  Spiritus  S.  aliaque  bcneficia  gratise 
/^  olini  promjfikji  virtute  Juftitise  Chrifti  in  Ecclefiam  con*' 
♦'  fercudar/^    Ob.' Sac.  Lib.  5. 

t  Gen.  xii.  z* 

I  importf 
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imports  fame  ;  efpecially  filch  as  is  perpctua-'- 
ted  by  the  oi&pring,  or  reprefentativc  of  pcr- 
Ibns  or  families.  The  original  phrafc  is,  I 
will  MAGNIFY  THY  NAME*;  that is,  I  will  raifc 
and  mamtain  thy  renown,  not  only  among  the 
Jewifh  nation,  bnt  alfo  among  the  Gentiles,  in 
go(pel  days»  The  name  of  Abraham  was  pe^ 
cidiarly  aggrandized  when  God  himfetf  pro- 
nonnced  him  the  father  of  them  who 
believe:  And  it  is  ^11  magnified  by  fuch  as 
ire  brought  into  his  fpiritual  family* 

4.  God  faid  to  Abram,  "Thou'shalt  be 
A  B  LESsiNG  */'  Some  expofitors  view  this  pro- 
mife  as  an  amplification  of  the  fecond  (pecifi- 
ed,  and  explain  it  thus,  Thou  (halt  be  bleiling 
itfelf ;  that  is,  nbundantly  blefled*  'But  tliis 
eiqpoiition  can  by  no  means  conxport  with  the 
emphaiis  of  the  in{pired  original :  The  facred 
text,  when  ftriAly  rendered,  is,  be  thou  a 
BL£ssiNG.  This  is  the  ftrongeft  manner  of 
cJ^rcffing  predictions.  To  give  them  out  by 
way  of  command,  fays,  that  he  who  announ^ 
ceth  them  is  alfo  -  able  to  command  their  per- 
formance. When  the  infimte  Jehovah  faid 
qnto  AWam,  Be  thou  a  blessing,  it  could 
not  imply  lefs  than  an  appointment  of  him  to 
that  efreA.  But  ftill  it  has  been  difputed, 
Whetlier  he  was  confUtuted  aBLEssiNo  in  his 

♦  Gen.  xii.  2. 
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own  perfon  or  in  His  IVcd  *.  I  apprehend  both 
fenfes  may  be  included,  though  the  latter 
is  chiefly  intended  :  Abram  was  conftituted  a 
BLESSING,  as  he  was  fet  apart  to  be  the  chan- 
nel through  which  the  Se  ed  of  t  h£  WIoman; 
and  df  Noali,  fhould  come  ;  being,  at  once, 
the  type  and  one  of  the  anceftors  of  the  Mef* 
iiah,  as  well  as  Noah.  He  was  not  only  a  blef- 
fmg  in  re(pev3:  of  his  ufefulnefs  in  his  own  day 
^nd  generatiort,  but  alfo  as  a  figure  of  the 
MefTiah :  Accordingly,  that  which  is  afiirm^ 
of  the  type,  in  diis  promife,  is  affirmed  of  tlie 
antitype,  in  a  later  prophecy*]'.  In  ^this  «pro- 
niife,  the  Meffiah  was  exhibited  in  the  peffim, 
and  imder  thq  figure  of  Abram,  to  be  blef- 
lings,  ^fpecialiy  julBfication  to  finncrs  under 
the  curie  :   ^*  And  men  (hall  be  blefled  in  him/* 

5.  God  promifed  to  Bless  them  who 
BLESSED  Abram  if.  Thofe  who  blefled  him 
were  fiich  as  wifliiedwell  to  his  foul,  and  the  fouls 
of  all  who  walk  in  his  footftcps. — Such  as  wilh* 
ed  well  to  the  kingdcwn  and  intereft  of  the 
Meflfiah  ;  and  alfb  afcribed  blefldng  and  praifc 
luito  the  Mefl[iah  himfelf.  God  engageth  to- 
bring  fuch  perfons  in,  along  with  Abram,  to 
ihare  of  pardon  and  reconciliation  ;  yea,  theii* 
bleffijig  the  Meflfiah  is   an   evidence   he   hath 

.  *  Dr  Gill  confines  this  promife  to  the  fonncr  fignifica« 
tion,  and  Dr  Owen  to  the  latten 

-J;  Gen.  xxii.  18^        if  Gen.  xii.  3. 
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pardoned  them  already,  and  that  he  will  blefs 
and  increaic  them  ay  more  and   more,  till   he 

bring  them  to  glory. 

.(  .     ^  ,  ■      ■  ' 

is.  GoD^  promifed  to  Curs* -them  who 
cv  Ksi£,t>  A B  R  AM.  The  iehfe •  M-hich  js  iifiially 
given  to  this  verfc  is  to  the  following  purport : 
That  God  has  common  friends  aud  common 
foes  with  his  people.  And  this  is  certainly  tiiio 
in  itfelf,  though  not  t'he  truth  here  revealed  : 
This  promifc .  refers  t;o  die  enemies  of  the  Met 
iiah  and  htsfeed,  as  thele  are  united  under  the 
old  {crpent.  Said  God,  "  I  will  curse  hi?.! 
that  {jKaketh  evil  of  thee."  The  perfons  blel^ 
fed  are  exprcfled  in  the  plural  nmnbcr,  and 
the  objedls  of  the  cur fe  in  the  lingular.  The 
r^afbn  of ,  this  changie,  fay  fonie,  is,  becaufe 
there  are  many  to  Ipeak  well  of  Abram  and 
his  feed,  compared  with  thofe  who  fj>eak  evil 
of  them.  But  the  veiy  reverfe,  I  humbly  judge, 
is  the  trutji  in  this  cafe,  while  that  feed  arc^in 
this  world :  The  world  is  their  flcp-mcothcr^ 
and  fpeaks  aft  manner  of  evil  conceraingthem. 
The  reafon  why  God  fpeaks  of  the  objcA  of 
the  curfe  as  one  individual  peribn  is,  becaufe 
all  the  ctu^fed  race  arc  actuated  by  one  and  the 
fame  fph*it,  and  united  under  one  head.-  The 
old  fcrpent  then,  and  all  his  brood,  are  an  ac- 
curfed  race ;  The  curfe  w^hich  God  pronouu- 
Ccth  pn  this  maf^  is  cxprelH^d  by  another  term 

*  Gen.  xii.  3. 
L^  than 
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than  that  which  exprcfleth  diat  curfe  which  A- 
bram's  enemies  pronounce  on  him*.  The  lat- 
ter fignifies  to  fpeak  lightly  of  a  perfon,  as 
well  as  to  cuife.  Accordingly,  the  ferpcnt  and 
his  feed  vend  their  malice  againft  the  genuine 
fbns  of  Abram,  by  obloquy  and  reproach^  when 


*  The  curfe  wich  God  denotinced  againft  the  haters  . 
of  Abram  tod  his  feed  is  expreiled  by  IKK,  fromT^Kma- 
ledLxity  execrattus  eft  ;  'which  is  ufed  to  denote  the  hea< 
vieft  curfcs  mentioned  in  all  the  book  of  -God  :  Such  as 
the  curfe  pronounced  on  Cain,  Gen  iv.  1 1 .  On  Ham  and 
Canaan,  Gen.  ix.  35.  And  thofe  from  mount  £bal,  Deut« 
xxvii.  15.  ufque  adfinem.  Thid  laft  is  a  repreOentation 
of  the  curfe  of  the  Covenant  of  Worlu  ;  that  cnrfc  tin- 
der "Which  the  feed  of  the  fcq>cnt,  from  among  men, 
•will  b^  found  at  the  laft  day  ;  when  the  righteous  judge 
ihall  fay  unto  them,  depart  from  me  ye  CURSEDI,  Than 
which  no  one  thing  can  be  more  dreadful ;  as  God  can 
eafil/  put  all  his  wiihes  into  execution,  and  perform  a,ll 
that  he  has  threatened.— ^The  curfe  which  Abi  ain's 
enemies  wiih  on  him  is  expreiled  by  ^VVpp,  from  y?p, 
which  imports  small  weight,  when  applied  to  phyfical 
fubjetfls,  and  little  honour  when  applied  to  morals. 
In  the  former  fenfe  it  is  ufed.  Gen.  viii.  ix.  :  So  Noah 
Jcnew  that  the  waters  were  abated  (Heb.  were  lightet 
on)  from  off  the  earth.  In  the  latter  fenfe  it  occuii^  more 
frequently  in  the  Old  Teftament  ;  and  is  varioufly  ren- 
dered by  our  trlnilators  i-  Sometimes  it  is  tranflated  de- 
spise, as  Gen.  xvi.  4,  5.  when  Ha^ar  defpifed,  or  ligbt* 
Jy-efteemed  her  miftrefs.  At  other  times  itr  is  rendered 
CURSE,  as  2  Sam.  xvi.  5,  7,  10.  and  xix.  21.  when  Shi- 
mei  curfed  David  ;  tliat  is  vilified  and  reproached  him. 
In  this  laft  iignification  it  obtains  in  the  text  under  con* 
fideratlon.  The  feed  of  the  ferpent  nibble  at  the  ,heel 
of  the  Seed  of  the  Woman  after  the  example  of  Shimci ; 
or,  in  imitation  of  the  accuser  of  the  brethren.  See  Dv 
Owen  ©n  the  Heb.  Exerc.  Vol.  I.  p.  90. 

rcflraincd 
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reftrained  from  manual  perfccution :  they  vili- 
fy them  with  their  tonglies^  drawing  them  like 
(harp  fwords^  when  their  circumftances  cannot 
admit  of  more. — The  former  denotes,  a  de- 
voting to  direful  torments,  whether  temporal 
or  eternal*  Thus,  it  was  ufed^  by  God  him- 
self,, when  he  doomed  the  devil,  under  the  no-' 
tion  gE  a  ferpcnt,  unto  eternal  punifliment  *. 
This  promiie  denonnceth  eternal  wrath  upon 
upon  all  who  continue  to  a£t  like  their  fadier 
tiie  dcvS  tinto  the  end :  Verily  they  fhall  have 
their  reward !  Taken  in  this  li^ht,  then,  it  is 
a  notable  renovation  of  the  firft  promife  ;  and 
a  farther  prolecution  of  that  grand  defign : 
For  threatenings  again  ft  the  devil  and  his  chil- 
dren, are  promifes  to  the  "Woman  and  her 
ieed.  Of  confequence,  as  the  itrft  promife  wa» 
cngrofled  in  this  covenant,  it  cannot  imply  leli 
Aan  covenant-renovation* 

7-  God    faid  unto  Abram,  And   in  the e 

SHALL  ALL   THE     FAMILIES   OF    THE    EARTH 

BE  BLEssEDJ"-  This  proHiifc  is  certainly  an 
amplification  of  the  fourth^  which  has  been 
considered  above  j  and  it  is  frequently  renew- 
ed in  after  covenants.  It  imports,  that  a  part 
of  all  the  kindreds  of  the  eartli  (hould  be  jufti- 
ficd  and  favcd  through  the  feed  of  Abram : 
For  to  BLESS  has  been  e^jplained,  by  the  A- 
poffle^  to  justify;  and  whom  God juftifies, 

*  Gen.  iii.  14,  f  Gen.  xii-  3. 

them 
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them  he  alfo  glorifies.  The  emphafis  of  the 
proniife  lies  oil  the  prepofition  IN  *4  Juftifi- 
catioai  and  all  thofe  blcffingi  which  ai'e  ^on- 
ne<Sed  with  it,  are  proiiiifed  in  Abram,^-^ — 
As  the  grand  cxemphir  to  tlie .Church,  even  in* 
gofpel  times :  Said  the  Apoftle  Peter,  ''  Ye  are 
the  children  of,  the  prophets,  and  of  thi  cove- 
nant which  God  made  with  your  fathers,  fay- 
ing unto  Abraham,  And  IN  thy  feed  flxiUi all 
the  famiHes  of  the  eardi  be  blcfled  -f  .'^ :  This* 
p'omife  was  a  ground  of  faith,  not  only  to  A- 
bram,  a  finglc  father,  but  alfo  to  all  the  fa?* 
thcrs  of  the  Old  Teflament  Church,  this  cove-' 
nant  being  made  with  the  JFathers :  Not  only 
to  the  members  of  the  Old  Teftamcht,  but  al- 
fo to  fiich  as  lived  after  the  refurrecdon  of 
Chrift,  when  the  Goipel  Church  wajs  cS^nflitu- 

♦  *'  Particula  h  (in)  triplicem  in  hac  promiflione  fig* 
*'  niHcatum  obtinet :  Benedicentur  IN"  tk.  i.  utincx- 
'''cmplari.  Abraliam^  quippe  ex  fide  juiUficatus  et  belie* 
*'  di(?his  exfcniplar  ac  typus  fuit  benecUelionis  ac  juilifica- 
**  tioais  gentium  ex  fide.  Hiiic  Petrus  A<^.  111.  2f.— ? 
-'^  2.  ut  in  Patre.  Sic  Deus  dicit  ad  Abrahamnm :  In  Ifa- 
''  CO  vocabitur  femen  tunm.  Perinde  ac  fi  diceret,  vo- 
*^  cando  femen  et  filios  Ifaco^  fern  en  tuum  vocabo.— -3.  nt 
*'  in  caufa.  Benedicentur  ik  te,  hoc  eft,  femine  tuo^ 
'*  ncmpe  Chrifto,  omhis  benedlifdonis  fonte.  Hunc  fen- 
^^  fum  reddit  Panlus  Gal.  111.  16."  Heidegger  Kiftor. 
Patriaixh.  Tom.  II.  Exertit.  3.  Thef.  8.——''  Nam  in 
*^  Abrahamo  omnes  faniilisc  tcrr«  benedicentur.  i.: 
*'  i^uia  in  ipfo  contincbatur  Meifias  in  quo  eft  omnls  be-*. 
'^  nediJlio.  2.  Quia  Dux  et  Princeps  foederis  Dei,  et  fe- 
''  cuturis  fidei  atquc  benedicflionis  Exemplar."  Witt 
Occtn.  Feed.  Lib.  IV.  Cap. iii.  Tkef^  14. 

•f  Ads  iii.  7i. 

-ted. 
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ted*     They  came  in  a!cing  with  hiiri)  on  the 
feme  fovBidation ;  he  a«  a  father^  and  they  as 

children.^ JfclHfication   is  alfo  proniifed  IK 

Abram,  as  the  type  ef  the  Meffiah)  and  the^ 
channel  through  which  he  fhould  come  into 
the  w€>tid ;  he  being  one  of  his  anceftors«  Hence 
the  words^  In  thee^  are  explained,  in  an  af» 
tcr  tranfaiSrion,  by  IN  thy  s  e  e  i>  *•  Now,  the 
feed  chiefly  intended  was  Chrift-j-. 

Ok  the  Paxt  df  Ab&am,  he  bouikl  him- 

ftlf, 

I.  To  "  gel  out   of  his  Owii  cotintfy  J  /^ 

Tbere  is  littl  e  room  to  dot^t  but  the  comitry, 

at  feft  inftaiice  kitended)  was  Ur  of  the  Chal-' 

dees»     Some  have  imaginedy  indeed,   it  was 

Haran;  but  on  what  foimdation  1  know  not  4 

Slcphen*s  expofition  is  certainly  infallible  :  Said 

Be,  **  The  God  of  gloi^  aj^eaffed  unto  our  fa-» 

Aer  Abraham,  when  he  was  in  Melbpotamia, 

before' he  dwelt  in  Chai*ran§.**     Ui*  is  with 

tnoch  greater  propriety  ftyled  the  country  of 

AlM*am  than  Charan  j  as  he  was  bom',  brought 

tip,  and  dwek  in  it  till  he  was  more  than  fevcn- 

ty-foor  years  of  age  :  "Whereas  he  only  fat 

dowii  before  Charatt  for  a  few  months.     The 

duty  commaiMled  was  ncaeflary  at  this  time^ 

as  his  native  cotintry  was  a  land  of  Idolatry 

•  Gen.  xxii.  18.         f  Gal.  iii.  16. 
':^  Gt9<xli.  I.  {  AAs  vii.  a,  3,  4* 
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and  wickednefs)  aiMi  God  deemed  it  unfafe 
for  hb  Church  to  dwell  among  luch  neigh- 
bours ;  left  fhe  fhould  learn  th«r  ways,  on  the 
one  hand  ;  or  be  perfecuted  by  them,  on  the 
other.  It  was  alfb  proper^  that  the  condition 
of  Abram"*might  be  a  reprefentadon  of  the 
condition  of  God's  children  in  this  world.  Like« 
as  he  left  bis  nadve  country,  and  became  a 
pilgrim  on  the  earth ;  fo  muft  they  leave  this 
world,  as  a  portion,  and  journey  to  the  better 
cpuntiy*  And  his  faith  looked  through  the 
type  to  the  fubftance  :  "  By  faith  Abrahams, 
Mhen  he  was  called  to  go  out  into  a  place 
wliich  he  ftiould  after  receive  for  an  inheri- 
tance, obeyed ;  and  he  went,  not  knowing 
whither  he  went.  By  faith  he  Ibjoumed  kk 
the  land  of  promiie,  as  in  a  ftrange  country, 
dwelling  in  tabernacles  widi  Ifaac  and  Jacob, 
the  heirs  with  him  of  the  fame  promife :  For 
he  looked  for  a  city  which  hath  foundations, 
whofe  builder  and  maker  is  God*.".  Though 
New  Teftament  believers  arc  not  always  bound 
to  leave  their  native  cbhntry  Kterally :  Yet 
one  reflexion  naturally  occurs  from  the  confi- 
deration  of  Abram's  conduA ;  namely,  When 
perfons  cannot  accomplifh  the  duties  incum- 
bent on  them  in  their  prefeht  fituation,  then 
they  have  a  juft  call  in  providence  to  change 
it,  and  to  embrace  the  firft  opportunity  which 
lawfully  oficrs  for-  that  purpofe :  For  example, 

♦  Hcb.  xi«  8,  9,  10. 
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if  fervants  are  in  fiich  bondage  as  deprives 
them  of  time  to  perform  the  duties  of  reli^ 
gion,  whether  public,  private,  or  fecret,  they 
have  juft  reafons  for  changing  maftew,  fo  fooii 
as  they  lawfully  may :  If  perfons  dwellings  arc 
fo  remote  from  public  ordinances  as  to  render 
their  .attendance  infrequent,  they  have  a  pro- 
per call  to  change  their  habitations :  And,  in 
fo  doing,  they  will  either  have  their  lofles 
(unto  which  they  may  be  brought  by  keeping 
the  line  of  duty)  made  up  to  thcni,  by  the 
(pecial  interpofition  of  heaven  j  or,  if  they  arc 
not,  they  will  be  fandificd  to  them  for  tlieir 
good.    No  one  ever  loft  at  God's  hand. 

2.  He  was  enjoined  to  "  get  him  out  from 
his  ''own  kindred  *.''  A  man's  heai't  naturally 
glows  towards  his  country,  and  ftill  more  to- 
wards his  kindred.  Thefc  make  that  pi-eci- 
ous  and  pleafant  to  him.  Yet,  dear  as  tlicfe 
relatives  were  tp  the  patriarch,  he  muft  forego 
Ciie  comfort  he  expected  in  them,  and  feek 
more  fublime  enjoyments  \n  God  himfelf.  So- 
ciety with  idolaters  is  far  from .  equalUng  fel- 
lowlhip  with  the  living  God :  Therefore,  A- 
braham  wifely  relinqyifhed  the  former,  and 
purfued  the  latter.  The  ties  of-naturc  yield 
to  ties  of  grace. 

.     3.  He  is  commanded  to  "  get  out  from  his 
father's  houfc'}'.^  From  hence  ibme  conclude, 

'  *  Ceji.  xii.  I.         f  Ibid, 

<^  2  that 
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that  this  command  could  not  be  given  when 
he  came  from  Ur ;  for  then  he  brought  his  fa- 
ther aldng  with  liim,  but  here  he  is  bid  come 
out*  from  the  hpufe  of  his  father.  But  the 
plu'aie,  {  apprehend^  means  •Nahor  and  his 
family.  Nahor  was  probably  Tcrali's  firft- 
bom ;  and  the  rcprefcntative  of  his  houfe :  A 
leaving .  of  NabQr>  then,  and  the  reft  of  hia 
connevStions,  njight,  with  propriety  enough,  be 
flyled  a  leaving  of  his  father's  house; 
even  although  Terah  came  along  with  Abram, 
and  took  the  lead  in  their  peregrinations.  The 
cafe  fecnis  to  (land  thus,  The  God  of  Glory 
appeared  to  Abram  in  Ur,  and  called  him  to 
depart  from  it ;  which  call  he  at  once  believed 
and  imparted  to  his  father,  who  feems  to  have 
alfo  behcved  it  j  being  converted  by  it,  and 
peijfuaded  to  obey  it ;  But,  as  he  fell  fide,  and 
died  at  Haran,  on  the  way  between  Ur  and 
Canaan,  Abram  was  retarded  in  his  jdumey 
folt  about  tlie  (pace  of  fix  months.  And,  af- 
ter he  had  buried  him,  he  went  on  his  way. 
Dr  Owen,  an  author  to  whom  I  am  frequent-- 
ly,  and  unipeaka'bly  obliged,  takes  another 
metliod  of  accomiting  for  tliis  matter,  to  the 
following  purpofe  :  '^  What  was  the  defign  of 
Terah,  in  liis  attempt  to  go  for  the  land  of 
Canaan,  is  not  abfolutely  certain.  The  e(pe- 
cial  call  of  Abram  unto  that  coimtry  could  not 
be  tlie  bottom  of  it :  For  it  is  moft  probable^ 
yea,  indeed,  undeniable,  that  this  he  had  not 
until  after  tlie  death  of  Terah.     It  was,  tliere- 

fore, 
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fore,  an  a^T:  of  theirs,  in  anfwer  to  tlie  provi;- 
dencc  of  God,  in  a  fubferviency  to  that  future  ' 
call,  that  he  might  be  in  more  readinefs  to  yield 
obedience  unto  it  than  he  could  have  been  in 
the  land  of  Ur.  It  is  noticeable,  that  Terah 
died  in  Harau/'  The  Di'^would  carry  Abram** 
call  down  after  the  death  of  Terah ;  that  is, 
after  the  patriarch  dwelt  in  Haran.  But,  fays 
Steplicn,  ^'  The  God  of  gloi-y  appeared  unto 
our  father  Abraham  when  he  was  in  Mcfopo- 
tamia,  before  he  dwelt  in  Charran ;  and 
faid  mito  him,  get  tlxee  out  of  thy  country^ 
and  from  thy  kiiadred,  and  come  into  the  land 
which  I  will  fhew  thee.  JThen  came  he  out  of 
the  land  of  the  Chaldeans,  and  dwelt  in  Char- 
ran.  And  from  t  h  enc e,  w hen  his  father  was 
dead,  lie  removed  him.  iilto  the  land  where  yc 
now  dwqll*/'  The  call  to  leave  his  father's 
houie  is  explahied,  by  Stephen,  by  lejWino 
HIS  KINDRED.  Nor  Can  dny  thing  be  more 
evident,  than  that  the  proto-martyr  placed  this 
appearance  and  call  before  Abram's  fojouming 
iu  Charran ;  and,  of  conlcquence,  before  tlic 
death  of  Terah. — Others  imagine  there  was  a 
double  call  given  to  Abram ;  one,  mentioned 
by  Stephen,  while  the  patriarch  was  yet  in  Ur ; 
the  other,  recorded  by  Mofes,  when  he  was  in 
.  Haran :  And  that  there  were  not  fewer  than  fivo 
years  diftance  between  them.  This  opinion 
has  .many  flwourers,  but  a  very  flcndcr  fouu'* 

♦  Aifti  vii.  2^  3,  4.         t 

dation* 
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dation.  The  matter  of  the  call  recorded  by 
Mofes,  and  that  by  Stephen,  is  cxprefsly  the 
lame :  Nor  have  we  any  reafon  to  fuppofe  A- 
bram  fo  backward  in  complying  with  the  di- 
vine admoration,  as  to  put  it  oiffor  five  years 
after  thrf  intimation  of  it  to  him ;  elpecially, 
while  his  readinefs  in  faith  and  obedience  is 
recommended,  by  the  Apoltie,  as  a  pattern  to 
the  Church  in  every  fucceeding  period  *. 

4.  Me  is  required  to  **  go  into  a  land  that 
God  would  fliew  himf."  This  land  is  not 
Ipecified;  but  he  muft  put  a  blank  into  the 
hand  of  his  divine  leader,  and  implicitly  fol- 
low whitherfoever  he  condufts  him.  As  the 
father  of  the  faithful  muft  forget  his  fathei-^s 
houfe,  and  his  own  people ;  fo  he  was  bound 
to  caft  himfelf  entirely  on  the  foverejgn  will 
of  God,  to  inake  up  all  thofc  things  which  he 
relinquifhed  for  his  name's  fake*     The  cvrat 

-proved,  however,  th^t  Canaan  was  the  land 
intended.  In  this  article  of  duty  the  patriarch 
fet   a   fpecial   exan^^ple   to   all  who  enjoy  the 

*  gofpel,  to  fet  out  tmder  the  guidance  of  thfe 
Leader  and  Commander  of  the  people,  lea-, 

VING    THEIR    father's  HOUSE,  AND    THEIR 

o^VN  PEOPLE  :  That  is,  the  Covenajit  of 
Works,  the  houfe  of  the  firft  Adam  ;  and 
journey  to  the  heavenly  country,  which  the 
Lord  has  promifed. 

f  Hcb,  xi.  8,        t  Gen.;^.  i.      " 

THJUDLY, 
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THIRDLY,  The  next  branch  of  this  fnb- 
jcA  is,  to  cooiider  the  Confirmations  of  this 
Covenant.  Says  Paul^  ♦^  The  covenant  that 
was  BEFORE  CONFIRMED  of  God  in  Chrift^ 
the  law,  which  was  four  hundred  and  thirty 
years  after,  cannot  difknnul*/''  Divines  are 
not  a  little  divided,  both  as  to  the  nature  and 
date  of  this  covenant-confirmation;  ^nd  not 
a  few  have  miflaken  both.  It  is  ulually  aled- 
ged,  that  this  covenant  was  made  four  hun- 
dred and  thirty  years  before  the  giving  of  the 
Law  J  but  that  it  was  not  radfied  till  various 
after-occafions,  muCh  neai'er  that  tranfacSiion/ 
Hence  they  underftand  the  confirmation  in^ 
tended  by  the  Apoftle,  to-be  the  oath  of  God, 

•  Gal.  ill.  1 7.— —The  original  word  is  wf^KUvfrntiffpf, 

Arias  Montanus  renders  it  ante  auth^'nticatum  ;  H- 

rafinii8>  Calvin,  and  Bullenger^  ante   comproratum  ; 

¥.  Gomams,  prius  ratum  faclnm;  6eza»  prius  sanci- 

TAM  (Va<5lionem  fclz.)  Pareu's  ante  sancitam;  Leufden^ 

AUTE    AUCTORITATE     CONFIRMATUM  ;     StOcklUS,     ANTE 

tiATUH  HABiTUM.  Siich  is  the  variety  of  expreffion  t 
The  ienfe  is  much  the  fame  ;  but  the  original  phrafe  re* 
quires  a  circumlocution  to  convey  its  meaning.  It  im- 
ports, iuch  ratification  as  rendered  the  covenant  plead- 
able at  the  bar  of  Law  and  Juftice  ;  as  well  as  irre^ 
verfible  by  any  after  deed.  Beza  obferves,  the  fimple 
Verb  (ienifies,  ''  Id,  cui  nihil  defit  quod  ad  fidem  ipfi  ha- 
**  bendum  requiratur."  As  to  this  compound  verb  he 
adds,  **  Vu)g.  omifit  prepofitionem  irf  magno  errore  cum 
'*  in  eo  lateat  vis  argnmenti  fuinpti  temporis  ferie,  &c* 
-^<  Et  magntim  habet  pondos  fancicum  potius  qnam  fanci- 
^*  endum  :  quoniara  jam  turn  Oeus  illud  Pactum  ration  » 
'*  fecerat  in  Chrifto, ,  quamvis  iii  Cbi  iftum  venturum  rc- 
'<  fpiceret,  nednm  ut  legale  foedus  adjeeerit  quo  priua 
^  aljTogaretur.'* 

'^  .  and 
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and  the  facrament  of  Circumcifion^  &c*  But 
the  faA  is,  the  confirmation  of  this  covenant^ 
as  well  as  the  covenant  itfelf^  is  affirmed  to 
have  been  four  hundred  and  thirty  years  be- 
fore the  giving  of  the  Law*  The  hinge  of 
the  A^ftle^s  argument  turns  upon  this  very  * 
thing";  tile  fore-confIKmatIo.j  of  this  cove- 
nant being  oppofed  to  the  disannulling  of 
IT  ;  and  not  the  making  of  it,  abfolutely  con- 
fidered.  And  this  confii'mation  is  four  hun- 
dred a»d  thirty  years  prior  to  the  giving  of 
the  Law  ;  whereas  the  facrament  of  Circumri- 
fion,  and  the  oath  fpecified,  were  not  fo  fai* 
diftan|:  from  it*  :  Wherefore^  \ye  mutt  feck 
for  other  confirmations  than  thofe  above  men- 
tioned. And  the  covenant  was  confirmed  at 
this  time, 

1.  As  God,  for  Chrift's  fake,  delineated  and 
engraved  the  promifes  of  it,  on  Abram^s  hearty 
by  the  Holy  Ghoft  :  He  evidenced  the  tmth 
and  certainty  of  the  promife  to  him,  fo  that 
he  was  perfuaded  of  it,  and  e^xbraced  it  j  and, 
at  the  fame  time,  he  was  moulded  into  the 
FORM  of  the  pronufe  which  he  had  embraced* 
And  this  is  one  of  the  ways  in  which  God 
coNFijiMETH,  to  his  fervauts,  the  words  on 
which  he  hath  cauled  them  to  hope« 

2.  This  coVfenant  was  ratified  by  the  ap* 
pearances  of  the   Son  of  God,  atid  the  vifits 

•  Ctop.  De  Fadcre  Dei;  Difjmt.  viii.  Tfccf.  7-  ^c- 
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which  he  paid  to  Abram.  This  covenant  fc- 
cured  the  patriarch  of  an  extraordinary  leed^ 

•as  we  have  feen.  Thefe  appearances  were 
nothing  elfe  than  fo  many  pledges  and  pre- 
ludes of  that  comprehenfive  bleffing.  .  The 
Son  appeared^  even  that  fame  perfon  who  took 
hold  of  the  feed  of  Abrani  in  the  fulnefs  of 
time :  And  this  he  did,  to  Ihew  liow  much  he 
delighted  in  that  humanity  which  he  after- 
wards defigned  to  aflume  j  as  well  as  to  aflure 
the  perfbns,  to  whom   he    appeared,  of  that 

"grand  event  in  the  fuhiefs  of  time. — ' — ^  Abram^ 
the  friend  of  God,  had  many  vifits  of  this  kind : 
^ome  ciiumerate  not  fewer  than  eight;  and, 
of  thefe  eight,  two  belong  unto  this  covenant  t 
The  one  in  Ur  of  the  Chaldeejs,  at  the  making 
t)f  it;  the  other  at  Shechem,  the  fame  year 
ill  which  it  was  made.  Such  was  the  Redeem-* 
cr's  condefcenfion  to  the  father  of  the  faith- 
ful! Such  his  love  to  humanit}'>  that  he  fre- 
quently tried  on  that  robe  prior  to  the  fulnefi 
of  time  !  By  thefe  appearances  the  patriarch's 
faith  could  not  but  be  greatly  confirmed,  not 
only  as  the  latter  vifit  afliired  him,  that  the 
former  was  not  diabolical  illufion,  nor  yet  th*e 
cffeAs  of  a  heated  imaginadon  ;  but  alfo,  as 
it  afforded  him  a  certain  prolped:  of  the  day 
of  Chrift,  diough  afar  off.  He  longed  vehe- 
mently to  fee  it,  and  he  faw  it  and  was  glad. 


R  3.  This 
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3.  This  coVendnt  was  confirmed  by  Sacri-. 
fice  *.  Accordingly,  Abram  built  an  altar  in 
the  plain  of  Morcfa,  and  another  on  a  moun- 
tain between  Bethel  and  Hai.  True  it  is,  in*- 
deed,  we  are  not  informed  as  to  the  kind  of 
Hicidfices  wliich  were  offered  :  But  an  altar  be- 
f peaks  a  relation  to  a  facrifi'ce ;  and  facrificc 
was  originally  appointed  to  be  a  feal  of  the 
promife. 

FOURTHLY,  The  next  thingto  be  confi- 
dered,  is  the  Occasions  of  this  Tran(a<ftion- 

I.  It  obtained  about  the  middle '^>ace  of 
time   between  the  creation  of  the  workl  and 

♦  '*  Theologicum  hoc  eft,  ct  hujus  loci,  quod  rciftr 
*^  Iac.  CappEllus  aflerit,  *'  ^uamvis  ante  illaDi  hiftori-' 
*^am,  Gen.  xv.  18,  Foederis  voceni  non  habemns,  tamen 
^'  rem  habcmus,  Foedus  pleniiRmum  atqtie  a^ee  Evangfe- 
*^  licmn/'  Certe  fl  Faderis  vocem  expreflkm  ita  flagites, 
*'  ut  ubi  ilia  non  esuftat,  nulla  intelligenda  fit  fad.a  Foe- 
,  **  deris  tonvemia  et  faniJHo,  reluHmur  in  Judaicum  illud 
*'  inane  imn  :  ut  fcilicct  nullum  fuerk  ante  Diluipuui 
*'  Dei  cum  Ecclcfia  F.ocdus  proinilfionuin,"  &c.— -"  En- 
**  imveio,  (quamTis  non  cxprefta  voce  Foederis)  ex  ilia 
*'  periphrafi  Sacrificantium  ex  Fide,  quam  habemus,  Pfal.  ' 
*^  1.  5.  rrnt  '•Vi^  TPn^  ^m^,  qui  pangunt  foedus  meum  fupcr 
**  facriHcium,  cvincimus  expreiluui  eflc  fufficientcr,  fane- 
.*'  tioniff  feu  Hv^tia^  rSif  A<«^iMnsr  mentionem,  ubicunque  - 
*i  facrificioruni  mentio  exprefla  eft.  Habemus -^utem  ite- 
*^  rataui  jam*  ante  mentionem  facrificiorum  Abraliami. 
*'  Bis  quidem  Gen«  xii.  nam  primum  vcrf.  7.  atqur  iteruni 
^  verf.  B.  narratui*'  ab  i^brahamo  ad  facrificioruih  culttmiL 
*'  exftructum  Altarc."  Clop.  Be  Facdcre  Dei^  Di/p.  \iii» 
Thef.  9  and  i(x 

'  the 
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the  incarnation  of  Chrift,  being  near,  though 
not  <^xaAly  two  thoufancl  years  diftant  from 
each  of  thefe  extremes.  It  was  alio  made  about 
the  middle  (pace  between  the'  flood  and  the 
redemption  of  Ifi-ael  put  of  Egypt:  AncJ  it  was 
Ibmething  more  than  four  hundred  and  twen- 
ty years  diftant  from  each  of  thefe  events ;  be- 
ing four  hundred  and  twenty-fevcn  years  after  ^ 
the  flood,  aAd  four  himdred  and.  twenty-fix 
years  fince  thelaft  time  w^e  read  of  the  Church's 
covenanting  with  God,  The  laft  covenant  was 
executed  the  year  after  the  flood :  From  the 
flood  to  the  birth  of  Nahor,  in  the  feventielh 
year  of  Terah's  Hfe,  were  two  hundred  and 
ninety-two  years :  From  the  birth  of  Nahor  to 
that  of  Abram  fixty  years  :  And  from  Abram's 
birth  to  his  call  about  feventy^four  years  *. 

,      -      2-  The 

•  I  know  fome  eminent  divines  exprefs  a  mod  foyc' 
reigncontenipt  of  all  chronological  difquifitions.  I  coii- 
feis  J  am  otherways  minded  ;  as  chronology  ferves  to 
Dianifcfbthc  divine  veracity  by  removing'various  feemmg 
contradiiflions  in  the  Scriptures  ;  as  well  as  llluilrate  di- 
vine wifdom  in  providential  diipenfations,  iliewing  that 
every  thing  takes  place  in  the  feafon  fitteft  for  his  peo- 
ple's neceiiities,  and  moft  for  the  honour  of  the  Divine 
Governor.  Various  able  chronologcrs  have  proceeded 
on  a  different  plan,  in  fettling  the  aera  of  this  covenant  t 
They  fupptofc  Abram  was  Terah's  iirft-born  ;  and,  of 
<?onfequence,  place  this  tranfaJlion  fi\ty  years  at  leaft 
nearer  the  flood  than  1  have  done.  Such  as  Augnftine^ 
Luther,  Scaliger,  Alfted,  Chriitopher  Hehicus^  Giles 
Stranchius,  Seth  Calvifins;  and,  to  mention  no  more, 
Meffrs '.  Robert  Baillie  and  Robert  Millar,  two  learned 
i)cotfmeu.     But;  in  fubmiffion  to  competent  judges,  and 
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2.  The  apoftacy  which  had  broke  into  the 
Chiii'ch,  from  the  flood  till  tliis  time,  rendered 

fuch    a    tranfaAion   ablblutely  neceflary. 

There  were  notable  and  glaring  dcfecStions  a- 
niong  thote  very  perfons  whom  God  had  ta- 
ken into  covenant  with  himfelf.  Noah,  the 
mod  eminent  covenanter,  had  acSted  a  part 
truly  unworthy  his  privileges  and  engagement^ 
by  falling  into  the  (in  of  dronkennefs  j  and  thia» . 
notorious  fault  of  Noah's,  afforded  fcope  for- 
Ham's  wicked  heart  to  vent  itfelf  in  a  petulant 
publication  of  it  to  his  brethren.     Shem's  con- 

dma, 

with  humble  deference  to  fuch  venerable  names^  the  fc- 
ventieth  and  fifth  year  of  Abram's  life  coincided  with  the 
two  hundred  and  fifth  year  of  the  lifcof  Tcrah  :  Of  con- 
fequence,  Abram  could  not .  be  hii  firft-bom,  nor  bom 
iiv  the  feventieth  year  of  his  life.  That  tlie  laft  year  of 
Tcrah*s  life  was  his  two  hundred  and  fifth,  is  ejtprefsly 
aflerted  by  Mofes  (Gen.  xi.  32.)  That  Abrain  depart- 
ed from  Charran  when  his  father  died  is  equally  certain, 
on  the  authority  of  Stephen  (Acls  vii.  4.)  And  that  A* 
brain  was  only  feventy-five  years  old  when  he  left  Char- 
nui  is  manifeft  from  the  teftimony  of  the  facred  hiftori- 
an,  formerly  quoted,  (Gen.  xii.  4.) — Now,  if  we  take 
feventy-five  years  from  the  two  hundred  and  five  that 
Terah  lived,  the  remainder  gives  us  tlie  year  of  his  life 
in  which  Abram  was  bom,  viz.  the  hundred  and  thirtieth 
Vear  of  it.  -  On  this  plan  the  two  Tcftaments  accord ; 
and  every  fceming  contradiction  is'  reuioved :  Kor  is  it 
without  the  fuifrage  of  the  beft  critics  (if  human  autho- 
rity be  of  any  confideration  in  tliis  cafe),  both  ancient 
and  modern  :  Such  as  Cliryfoftom,  John  Calvin,  Francis 
Junius,  Peter  Martyr,  Wolfganus  Mufcidus,  David  Pa- 
rous, MichaclWalthers,  John  Diodati^  Andrew  Rivet, 
.and  Archbiibop   Uflxer ;  alfo  our  learned  couutrymau" 
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duft,  however,  and  Japhet^s,  is  as  fiill  oP  filial 
reverence,  as  was  Hani  s  of  wantonnefs  and 
wickedncfs  ;  and  l>oth  the  former  are  as  much 
commended  by  the  Spirit  of  Gpd  as  the  lattei* 
is  accuricd.  Noah,  enlightened  as  a  prophet, 
and  empowered.as  a  patriarch,  pronoimced.this 
cenfure  ; — a  cenfure  which  extended  unto  Ca- 
naan,  as  well  as  unto  Ham ;  >'  Curfed  be  Ca- 

.  naan,  a  fervant  of  fervants  fhall  he  be  unto 
his  brethren  */'  As  Ham  was  an  undutiful  fon, 
fo  was  he  punifhed  in  his  fon,  and  the  pum(l> 
ment  carried  on  from  generation  to  genera- 
tion.     Nor  was  this  fentence,  in  any  rclpctS:, 

'  unequal;  as  it  is  always  jull  to  vifit  the  iniqui- 
ties of  the  fathers  upon  the  children,  while  the 
children  walk  in  their  father's  foot-fteps,  and 
cleave  to  their  hiiquitics.      This  was   probably 

Scharp  (Mrhom  King  James  VI.  banifhcd)  m  his  Sympho- 

Kin    FROPHETARUM     ET    APOSTO  LORU  My  p.    52.    J\nd  his 

Opinion  ha3  been  confirmed  hy  the  labours  of  Jolin  Hen- 
ry Heidegger,  and  F.  Sjianheim,  F.  F.  beyond  any  pro- 
bability of  rcftitarion  or  reply.  Hillor.  Patriarch,  Tom. 
II.  Excrcit.  xxiv.  Thef.  12.  et  feqnent.    Chrouolog.  Sac, 

p.  226. The  only  tiling  urged  agaihfl  the  plan  1  have 

laid  down  is,  the  M  of  hie  account  of  Terah,  Gen.  xi.  26* 
^*  And  Terah  lived  fevcnty  years  and  begat  Abram,  Na- 
hor,  and  Haran.**  They  imagine  this  proves  Abrain  to 
have  been  born  in  the  ieventieth'^ear  of  Terah  ;  but,  if 
it  prove*  him  to'have  been  born  that  year,  it  proves  Na- 
hor  and  Haran  to  have  been  bom  the  fame  year  likeways, 
which  is  abfnrd  :  And,  though  Abram  be  firfl  mention- 
ed, ic  may  juflly  import  priority  in  point  of  dignity,  ra* 
ther  than  of  years  ;  as  is  frecpieuily  the  cafe  in  the  holy- 
Scriptures. 

*  Gen.  ix.  25. 
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the  cafe  with  Canaan  ;  the  litde  wretch  jouied^ 
in  the  dprilioh  of  Noah,  with  his  lafcivious  fa- 
ther. But  reproof  Iks  aiwaj^s  uneaiy  on  the 
n^ck  of  unrenewed  finners:  Hence  Ham  and 
his  family  feem  to  have  taken  the  lame  route 
with  Cain,  when  this  fentcnccwas  mtimated 
to  them ;  like  him,  they  went  out  from  the 
prefence  of  the  Lord. — ^— r-The  greateft,  part 
of  mankind  had  joined  in  wicked  device  to 
build  the  Tower  of  Babel.  Some  might  be 
ready  to  imagme,  perhaps,  that  this  was  a. 
v^Vy  harmlefs  amufement ;  but  it  contained  a 
complication  pf  evils.  The  device  itfclf  ori- 
ginated in  pride,  vanity,  and  atheifmj  and 
implied  a  diftruft  of  God's  covenant  for  their 
prefervation.  They  defigned  to  raife  thia 
Tower  to  heaven  ;  as  if  they  meant  to  rival 
Cod  in  .the  heavens:  And,  in  the  ftatelinefs  of 
it,  they  truftjd  for  fafety  fro;n  a  lecond  de- 
luge, rather  than  in  the  promife  of  the  Noachic 
covenant.  Some  have  denied,  indeed,  that 
this  Tower  was  intended  as  a  defence  from*a 
fecond  deluge ;  for  (fay  they)  it  was  built  up- 
on a  plain,  and  not  on  a  hill,  whereas  a  hill 
would  have  been  a  more  advantageous  fitua- 
tlou  for  fuch  a  purpofc :  But,  as  they  meant 
to  raife  it  up  to  heaven,  it  was  certainly  all  one 
whether  the  foot  of  it  ftood  on  a  plain  or  on  a 
hill.  To  me  it  appears,  that  tliefe  Babtl- 
builders  did  not  think  God's  covenant  a  fuflici- 
ent  fectirity  ;  but  imagined  a  toWer  of  their 
own  building  greatly  preferable.     It  is  always 

natural 
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natural  for  man^  in  his  corrupted  ftate,  to  pre- 
fer his  own  devices  to  the  inventions  of  infi- 
nite wiiHom.  Thcfe  builders,  like  the  ante-  ^' 
diluvian'giants,  meant  to  become  men  of  re- 
nown :  They  faid,  "  Let  us  make  us  A  name*]^ 
Their  wicked  intention  will  appear  in  a  ftill 
clearer  point  of  view,  if  it  is  confidercd,  that 
they  intended  to  baffle  the  purpofe  of  heaven 
in  thiir  punifhment.  Their  own  confciencea 
dilated  to  theni,  that  they  were  egregious 
finncrs,  and.deferved  to  be  fcattered  abroad  j 
but  they  fell  on  this  expedient,  leaft  "  they 
fhould  be  fcattered  abroad  on  the  face  of  the 

whole  earth  "j"  /' By   this   time   the   woi4d 

was  aknofl:  univcrfally  funk  into  idolatry-  •  At 
the  confafion/)f  languages,  which  was  infliActl 
by  God  to  ftop  the  Babel-buildmg,  the  language 
which  had  before  obtained  in  the  world,  as 
well  as  the  true  religion,  continued  in  the  fa- 
ixnly  of  Heber  :  Whereas  the  builders  feem  to 
have  loft  their  religion  witK  their  language,  if 
not  before-  Biit,  by  this  time,  idolatry  had  , 
got  m  among  the  lineal  defcendcnts  of  Hcber  ' 
them{clve*s,  as  well  as  otliers:  Says  Jortma^ 
''  Your  fatliers  dwelt  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
flood  in  old  time,  Terah  the  n  father  of  Abra- 
ham, and'  the  father  of  Nahor  ;  and  tliey  fer- 
ved  o^thei-  gods/'  Thus,  the  fire  of  idolatry  was 
brought  into  the  fanAuary  of  the  Lord  :  Where- 
fore it  was  nec^flary  to  bring  the  Church  out 

».  •  '  ■ 

♦  Gen,  xi.  4.         f  Ibid. 
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from  thence,  leaft  flic  (hould  be  confiiined  by 
the  flame.  This  covenant,  tlieh,  was reqmlkc 
at  this  time,  to  preferve  the  Jcnowledge  of  the 
true  Gpd  in  the  world,  as  well  as  to  be  a  tefti-*. 
mony  againft  thef^  manifeft  covenant-viola- 
tions. .       '     ^ 

3.  Noah,  the  preacher  of  righteoufnefs,  and 
principal  covenanter  in  the  preceding  tranf- 
ad:ion,  was  now  dead ;  and  there  were  but 
few  religious  perfbns  left  behind  to  fiipply  his 
place.  The  moft  remarkable  among  them 
were  Shera  and  Melchifedec  ;  and  Heber,  pro^ 
bably,  was  ftill  alive  likeways:  But,  left  the 
true  religion  fhould  die  with  thefe  perfonsy 
this  covenant  was  neceflary  to  raife  up  a  new 
covenanted  feed,  That  the  Covenant  between 
God  and  his  Chiu-ch  might  ever  be  perpetua-*. 
ted.  Thus  God  renewed  the  covenant  with. 
Noah's  feed,  in  their  generations,  which  he 
had  ftmck  with  him  in  his  own  perfon ;  and 
lie  continued  to  be  the  Loud  God  of  Shem, 
AND  nis  SEED,  from  generation  to  genera- 
tion*. 

*  Gen.  ix.  36.  27. 
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G   E   N»     XV* 

AS  It  IS  better  to  adapt  metliod  to  the  fub- 
je<Sl,  than  to  repeat  what  has  been  al- 
ready advanced,  I  fliall  rather  refer  the  read- 
er to  the  preceding  part  than  again  infert  the 
charaiSter  of  the  -Parties  covenanting  in  this 
one.  Here  I  /hall  proceed, — 1.  To  confider 
the  Declarations  which  God  made  unto  A- 
bram.— ^n.  The  Occafions  of  them* — And^  III* 
Their  Confirmations. 

FIRST,  I  fhall  confider  the  gracious  De- 
*LA  RAT  IONS  which  God  made  unto  Abram. 

t.  God  proraifed  to  be  AbranVs  Shield* 
He  had  lately  broken  the  fhield  of  Chedorlao-» 
Jtter,  king  of  Elam ;  but  he  fecured  Abram  a- 
gaiafl:  any  luch  difafter :  Said  he,  "  t  am  thy 
Shield.**  In  all  parts  of  the  lj>iritual  war^ 
Fare,  and  in  all  the  fleps  of  thy  peregrinations^ 
my  perfections  aie  over  th«c  as  a  covert,  and 
found  about  thee  as  walls  of  protection.  This 
promifc  is  ^obly  illuftrated  by  David :  "  lie 
Ihall  cover  thee  with  his  feathers ;  and  under 
his  wings  (halt  thou  truft:  his  Truth  fhall  be  ■• 
thy  (hi  eld   and  thy  buckler  ^J^     What  grand 

*  Pfal.  xd.  4, 

*         S  tficom'agemen^ 
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encouragement  had  hd  to  engage  every  ene- 
niy,  at  God's  command,  under  this^  armour  ? 
It  is-  fufficiently  large  to  ward  off  every  dan- 
ger ;  abfolutely  impenetrable  by  all  the  fiery 
darts  of -the  devU, 

2.  God  announced  himfelf  to  Abram  as  his 

EXCEEDING    GREAT    REWARD*.     Abram  gC- 

neroufly  defpifed  the  reward  offered  him  by 
the  king  of  Sodom  j  but  God  promifed  to  con- 
fer on  him  a  better  and  more  durable  fob- 
ftance.  He  promifed  to  endue  him  widi  an  in- 
tereft  in  all  the  perfeAions  of  the  Deity,  as  his 
portion ;  and  alfo  in  all  the  perfons  of  the 
Godhead.  This  reward  muft  be  great,  in- 
deed ;  yea  exceeding  great,  it  far 
tranfcends  the  moft  enlarged  defires  and  ex- 
peAations  of  the  immortal  foul ;  and  it  is  dms 
able  as  the  lafting  ages  of  eternity. 

3.  God  renewed  unto  him  the  promise  of 
A  Seed,  which  had -been  made  in  the  prece-* 
ding  covenant,  as  well  as  unto  Eve  and  Noah. 
God  promifed  to  make  him  a  great  nation, 
while,  as  yet,  he  had  notaflngle  fbn.  The  pa- 
triarch, therefore,  manifested  fome  fretfulnefs^' 
mixed  \»iith  unbelief,  in,  his  reply;  but  God  did 
not  deny  him  an  heir  of  his  own  body  on  ^his 
account-  Though  the  accompliihment  of  the 
promife  t\  as  delayed,  as  a  chaftifement,  per^ 


♦  Gen.  XT.  I. 
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hapsy  of  his  unfeaibnable  heiitation.  Said  A- 
h::am>  *'  Lord,  what  wUt  thou^^give  nie,  lee- 
ing  i  go  childlcfs,  and  the  fteward  of  my 
houfe  is  this  Eliezcr  of  Damafcus  ?  Behold,  to 
me.  thou  haft  given  no  feed  j  and  lo,  one  born 
in  my  houie  b  mine  heir."  But  God  faid, 
**  This  (hall  not  be  thine  heir  j  but  he  that  (hall 
come  forth  out  of  thine  own  bowels  (half  be 
thine  heir.  And  he  brought  him  fortli  abroad, 
and  laid,  Look  now  toward  heaven,  and  tell 
the  ftars,  if  thou  be  able  to  number  them : 
And  he  Paid  unto  him.  So  (hall thy  Seed  be  *.'' 
The  faith  of  the  patriarch,  from  firft  to  laft, 
was  much  excrcifed  about  this  promife :  And 
much  depended  on  the  accomplifliment  of  it. 
Whierefore,  God  faw  meet  to  mivail  it  gradual- 
ly unto  him :  And  it  made  one  advance  in  this 
trai^fa«%on,  as  he  was  fecured  of  a  feed  with- 
out adoption.    But,  as  it  defer ves  to  be  nunute- 

\y  furveyed  oh  all  fides,  I   may  obferve, 

That  it  includes  a  multitude  of  literal  feed/ 
This  part  of  the  promife  received  its  accom- 
pUnunent,  cfpecially,  in  the  feed  of  Jacob : 
.  The  facred  hiftorian  remarks,  that  they  were 
as  the  SAND  of  the  sea.  They  were  fepa- 
rated  from  the  reft  of  the  world,  that  tliis 
might  be  manifefted  j  as  well  as  for  another^ 

and  ftill  more   important  purpofe. That 

tUs   promife   alfb    includes  an  Extraordinary 
Se^  even  the  true  Meffiah.    The  literal  Seed 

*  Gen.  XV.  2 — 5. 

S  2  ivere, 
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were,  at  fii-ft,  (eparatcd,  and  afterwards  kept 
together  in  a  body,  to  be  the  channel  through 
ivhich  this  Extraordinary  Seed  fliould  flow. 
And  the  patriarch's  faith  took  up  'with  the 
Meffiah,  even  in  this  edition  of  the  promile ; 
as  appears  from  the  obje<9:  of  it :  >'  He  believed 
the  Lord,  and  it  was  accounted  unto  him  for 
righteoufnefs*."  "  He  believed  the  promife, 
that  he  (hould  have  a  Seed,  and  a  very  nume- 
rous orte  ;  he  believed  the  Mefliah  fliould  fpring 
from  this  feed ;  he  believed  in  him  as  his 
Saviour  and  Redeemer  ;  he  believed  in  him 
for  righteoufhefs ;  and  he  believed  in  his  righte- 

oufhefs  jufl;ifying  him  before  God  f ." That 

this  promife  alfo  includes  a  Spiritual  Seed, — a 
race,  of  believers,  who  fliould  walk  in  the  foot- 
ft:eps  of  faithful  Abram :  "  Know  ye,  therefore, 
that  they  which  are  of  the  faith,  the  fame  are 
the  children  of  Abraham  \  /'  The  Apofl:le 
further  wimefleth,  "  That  he  is  the  father  of 
all  them  who  believe, — that  righteoufhefs  may 
be  imputed  to  them  alfo.  And  the  father  of 
circumcilion  to  them  who  are  not  of  the  cir- 
Ciuncifion  only,  but  who  alfo  walk  in  the  fleps 
of  that  faith  of  our  father  Abraham,  which  he 
had  being  yet  uncircumcifcd  § /'  The  pro- 
mife is  already  fully  accomplifhed  with  refpe^^ 
to  the  two  firft  fpccies  of  feed  ;  as  it  refpeA'. 
cd  a  certam  end  which  is  now  accomplifliedl : . 

♦  Cen.  XV,  6.         f  Dr  Gill  in  Loc^ 
%  Gal.  iii.  7.         J  Rom.  iv.  11^  12. 

With. 
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With  regard  unto  the  laft,  it  will  receive  a 
gradual  accomplifliment  while  the  fun  en- 
dure th. 

4!.  God  promifed  deliverance  unto  his 
fcod  from  that  Egyptian  bondage,  which  was 
then  foretold  ;  and  from  the  pilgi*iraage  in 
which  Abram  was  then  engaged  :  ^^  Know  of  a 
fiu^ety,  that  tliy  feed  fllall  be  ftrangers  in  a 
land  that  is  not  their's,  and  (hall  ferve  them, 
and  they  fhall  afflift  them  four  hundred  years. 
And  alfo  that  nation  whom  they  (hall  ferve 
will  I  jjidge:  and  afterwards  fhaU  they  come 
out  with  great  fabftahce*.''  To  ftate  the 
matter  of  this  promife  in  a  clear  point  of  view, 
it  may  be  obfetved,  That  the  foiu*  hundred 
years  commenced  with  the  ariii<^ort  of  Abram's 
feed  in  the  perfon  of -Ifaac  :  For,  in  the  fifth 
year  of  his  life,  he  was  mocked  ;  or,  as  the 
Apoflic  terms  it,  pei'fecuted  by  Iflimael.  This 
declaration  does  not  fay  that  they  (hould  ferve 
four  hundred  years;  but  that  they  fhould  be 
alBicted,  and*  ferve,  and  be  ftrangersj  for  that 
Ipace  of  time.  Some  part  of  the  time  they 
were  ftrangers,  as  in  the  life  of  Ilaac,  and 
Jacob,  and  Jofepli :  Some  times  they  fcrvcd 
without  great  affliction,  as  when  Jacob  ferved 
for  a  wife  :  Some  part*  of  the  time  tliey  were 
affllAed  without  fervice,  as  Ifaac  by  Ifhmael, 
and  Jacob   by  Efau  :    ^\nd,  laftly,    they  both 

•  Gen.  XV.  13.  14. 
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Icrved  and  were  afl^d:ed,  as  when  under  the 
Egyptian  taJfc-mafters.  The  four  hundred  years 
{pccified  terminated  in  their  deliverance  froiti 
Egypt.  The  particular's  whicli  conftitute  that 
film  will  be  afcertained  when  we  coniider  the 
occaiions  of  the  Sinai  Covenant.  The  promife 
itfelf  tended  greatly  to  try  Abram's  faith,  on 
the  one  hand;  and  to  encourage  him  in* his 
peregrinations,  on  the  other.  Th9ugh  his 
feed  ftiould  be  greatly  affli«^ed ;  yet  they  ihouid 
alfb  be  gracioufly  delivered  in  due  time.  This 
deliverance  muft  alfo  be  coniGdered  as  an  emi- 
nent tjpe  of  falvation  to  genuine  Ifraelites, 
from  worfe  than  Egyptian  bondage,  through 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 

5.  God  covenanted  to  beftow  the  land  of 
Canaan  on  this  covenanted  feed.  "  The  Camm 
day  the  Lord  made  a  covenant  with  Abram, 
faying.  Unto  thy  feed  have  I  given  tins  land, 
from  the  river  of  Egypt  unto  the  great  river, 
the  river  Euphrates*.'*     Here  I  may  obfcrve, 

that 

♦  Gen,  XV.  i8.  ■  The  land  of  Canaan  is  bounded, 
on  the  north,  by  mount  Lebanon  ;  on  the  foutli,  by  the 
wildcmcfs  of  Paran,  Idumea,  and  Egypt ;  on  the  eall, 
by  the  uioimtains  of  .Arabia ;  and  on  the  weft,  by  the 
GreXt  Sea,  or  the  Mediterranean.  Thefe  were  the  li- 
mits of  it  till  the  reign  of  David,  who  extended  it  to 
the  river  Euphrates  on  tlie  eaft.  The  pofleflion  was  en- 
larged as  the  people  encreafed.  It  is  only  as  it  flood  in 
the  ^ays  of  David,  that  it  agrees  to  the  promife  here 
jnadc  to  the  patriarch.     The  length  of  this  land,  from 
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that  this  covenant  included  the  promifes  ahove 
ipccified^  as  well  as  the  proniife  of  the  land  of 
Canaan.  The  original  text,  as  Calvin  well 
obferves,  (hews  that  the  covenant  is  of  this  ex- 
tent: For  it  runs  thus,  "  The  fame  day,  the 
Lord  cut  a  covenant  with  Abram.-'  Now,  the 
CUTTING  meant  is  the  cutting  of  the  fa- 
crifices  in  twain,  for  ratifying  the  foregoing 
promifes.  This  defefves  the  more  particular 
confid^ration,  as  not  a  few  confine  the  Abra-> 
hamic  covenant  unto  the  earthly  Canaan.  But, 
in  this  view,  fpiintual  bleffings  were  of  the  firft 
and  greatcft  confideration  in  it ;  while  tempo- 
ral bleflings  were  only  appendages  of  it,    or 

typical  glaflcs  fiibjoinedto  it.-= ^Agaln,  1  may 

add,  That  this  promife  was  requifite,  as  "a 
means  of  accompliftung  others  in  this  cove- 
nant. It  was  a  means  of  accompKfhing  that 
pTomiie,  in  particular,  which  reipe^^ed  the 
Mefliah  :  For,  if  he  were  to  •  fpring  from  A- 
bram,  it  was  requifite  that  the  feed  of  Abram 
flxmld  be  kept  together  in  a  body,  that  they 
might  be  known ;  and  in  a  fcparate  flate  (left 
they  ihould  be  confounded  with  the  reft  of 
mankind)  until  that  end  was  accomplifhed. 
Had  they  not  been  in  a  fixed  habitation,  apart 

ibudi  to  north,  is  near  ferenty  leagues  ;  that  is,  from 
-Dan  to  Bcer-ihcba:  The  breadth,  from  the  Mediter- 
ranean Sea  to  its  eaftem  borders,  fcarce  thirty.  But  the 
breadth  of  it,  from  the  river  of  EgjT>t,  or  Sichor,  on 
the  fontli-weft  parr,  to  the  river  Euphrates,  on  the  north-, 
cafl;  part^  is-  much  greater.  Reland.  Paleflin.  cap.  iii. 
&c. 

from 
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front  the  nations  of  the  earth,  they  could  not 
have  been  in  a  condition  to  receive  thofe  ordi- 
nances which  ferved,  at  once,  ^s  a  partition- 
wall,  to  diftinguilh  thehi  from  their  neigh- 
bours, and  as  a  glafi  to  bring  the  Mefliah  in- 
to their  view. Finally,  I  (hall  obferve,  that 

this  inheritance  was  a  figure  of  the  heavenly 
inheritance.  As  Canaan  w^s  the  place  of  reft, 
after  a  wildernefs  journey,  (b  is  heaven  to  the 
weary  traveller :  After  he  has  finished  his  courfe, 
he  enters  into  his  reft.  Nor  were  there  any 
reafpn  for  conferring  it  on  Ilrael,  befides  God's 
good  pleafure ;  As  it  is  ftill  the  Father's 
GOOD  PLEASURE  to  givc  this  hcavculy  king- 
dom.* Like  Canaan,  the .  heavenly  country  i» 
the  pie afant  land :  In  it  alone  is  to  be  foynd 
the  tree  of  life,  which  yields  all  manner  of 
PLEASANT  FRUITS.  If  tlxc  earthly  Canaan 
^vas  a  Jand  of  brooks,  and  fountains  of  waters  ; 
the  heavenly  Canaan  is  watered  with  the  rivei* 
of  the  "Water  of  Life,  pure  as  cryftal.  If  Ca- 
naan w;is  the  glory  of  all  lands,  as  it  had  the 
leat  of  God's  worfliip  in  it,  and  the  fymbols  of 
Cod's  prefence ;  How  much  more  glorious  is 
the  heavenly  Canaan  ?  as  there  the  King  Eter- 
nal and  Immortal   ever  reigns,  in  light  inac- 

ce/Iiblc,   and   full   of  glory  ! 1  might  alfo 

have  obferved^  That  this  promife  is  alfo  con- 
■  ccived  in  fiich  terms  as  if  it  were  already  ac- 
cdmplinied,  though  the  accomplifliment  was 
fome  hundreds  of  years  diftant.  The  reafon 
of  this  manner  of  exprefllon  leems  to  be,  God 

had 
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had  already  made  a  deed  of  conveyance  to 
Abrairi  ;  and  this  was  an  cnlargenaent  of  thofe 
preceding  grants*  He  might  fay,  then,  that 
he  had  given  this  inheritance  already^  by  pro- 
mife,  though  not  in  a<5lual  pofleflion*  Ano-^ 
ther  reaibn  for  this  manner  of  Ipcech  is^  the 
prophetic  ftyle  in  vjiiclf  God  (peaks  of  things 
future  as  pdft ;  becaufe  his  word  i|  as  certain 
as  the  accomplifliment  of  it* 

SECONDLY,  The  Occasions  of  this  Cove- 
ttant  may  next,  fee  confidered* 

I  •   rr  obtained  after^bramhad  bfeen  guilty 
of  dillimulation    concerning    i^rai,    his   wife* 
Some   have  endeavoiu-^d  to  excufe  the  patri-- 
arch  in  this  matter^  indeed ;  but  that  is  iin-» 
poflible  :  No  real,  or  fnppofed  danger,  can  e- 
vcr  be  a  (ufficient  reafon  of  imitating  the  de- 
y^  who  is  a  liar  from  the  beginning.     Now, 
Cod,  renewed  the  covenant  with  him,  after  jhis 
/kll,  to   declare  the  {lability  of  his   purpofe, 
and  the  freedom  of  his  grace.     God  prevents 
faints,  as  well  as  funiers,  with  the  tleflings  of 
his   goodnefs.-     The    treachery^    even  of  his 
own  people,    cannot  evacuate  his  covenant  j 
nor  debar  them  from  accefs  to  himfelf  by  co- 
venant-renovation - 

2*  This  covenant-renovatioa  obtained  af^ 
ter  God  had  given  him  a  moft  fignal  viAory 
Over  the  four  confederate  kings  who  facked 
*        .  ^         T      '  Sodoni* 
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Sodom.  The  viiftory  over  thefe  kings,  and 
the  recapture  of  Lot,  with  the  Ipoils  of  Sodora, 
were,  at  once,  a  prelude  of  ChrifFs  viAory  o- 
ver  the  ferpent  and  his  ieed,  and  a  confirma- 
tion 6f  former  promifes.  The  covenant  which 
God  made  with  Abram  was  a  renovation  of 
the  promife  made  to  Adam,  a&  wc  have  feen  ; 
and  as  this  vicftory  prefigured  that  of  the  Mcf- 
liah,  fo  it  was  a  confirntation  of  that  promife. 
By  this  conqueft  Abram  was  made  to  ice,  that 
'  God  would  add  one  bleffing  xmto  another  un- 
to him ;  while  he  poured  out  his  wrath  and 
cur(e  upon  his  enemies.  And  covenantn-enova- 
tion  was  feafonable  at  this  time,  as  it  afford- 
ed Abram  an  opportunity  to  teftify  his  grati- 
tude onto  the  great  deliverer,  and  alfiired  hina 
of  divbie  proted:ion  from  the  rage  of  man«^ 

3.  This  covenant-renovation  took  place  af^ 
ter  Abram  had  been  bleffed  by  Melchifcdcc, 
,  the.prieft  of  the  Moft  High  God.  It  is  befide 
our  purpofc  to  recite  and  refute  all  the  vain 
opinions  invented  concerning  this  illuftrious  per- 
fon.  That  which  aj^ars  to  me  to  be  the  juft 
one  is.  That  he  was  a  man  of  the  fame  (pc- 
cies  with  ourfelves  j  but  his  defcent  and  fuc- 
ceffion  are  wifely  concealed,  that  he  might  pre- 
figure him  who  is  from  everlafting  to  everlaft* 
ing,  who  hath  alfo  an  unchangeable  priefthood. 
The  ^cial  ad  of  the  prieft's  office,  which 
Melchifedec  performed  on  this  occafion  was, 
his  blcfllng  Abram^     Now,  this  bleffing  wa^ 

an 
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an  eminent  accompliflimcnt  of  a  particular  pro- 
mife  in  a  foregoing  covenant.  This  ble fling 
was  a  figure  of  that  pronounced  and  beftowed 
by  the  High  Prieft  of  our  profeflion.  And  as  the 
patriarch  wa5  blefled  with  a  partial  accomplilli- 
ment  of  the  former  promifes,  fo  he  had  re- 
newed calls  unto  covenant-^ledication.  Upon 
the  whole,  w^e  may  conclude,  that  times  of 
great  linning  on  our  part,  and  gracious  deli- 
verances on  the  part  of  God,  as  well  as  of  be* 
gun  accomplifhment  of  his  promifes,  ought  to 
be  fcafons  of  folemn  covenanting. 

m 

THIRDLY,  I  fliall  now  confider  the  Con- 
FiRivTAf  IONS  of  thele  promifes.  "  And  he  laid 
(aamely  the  Lord  Jehovah)  unto  him,  Take 
me  an  heifer  of  tln-ee  years  old,  and  a  flie-* 
goat  of  three  years  old,  and  a  ram  of  three 
years  old,  and  a  turtle  dove,  and  a  young 
pigeon.  And  he  took  unto  him  all  thefe,  and 
divided  them  in  the  midfl:,  and  laid  each  jnece 
one  againft  another  ;  but  the  birds  divided  he 
not.  And  when  the  fowls  came  down  upon 
the  carcales,  Abram  drove  them  away.  And 
when  the  fun  was  going  dovni,  a  deep  fleep 
fell  upon  Abram ;  and  lo,  an  horror  of  great 
darknefs  fell  upon  him*."  To  this  account 
we  might  have  prefixed  Mofes's  introdudion  to 
this  tranfaAion:  ''  The  word  of  the  Lord 
came  unto  Abram  in  a  vifion,  faymg'j'.*    And 

•  Gen.  XV.  9—12.        t  G^^/  ^^''  ^* 
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\vc  might  (ubjoin  what  he  fiirthdr  adds  unto 
it :  "  And  it  came  to  pal's,  when  the  fun  went 
down,  and  it  was  dark:  Behold  a  fmoking 
furnace  and  a  burning  lamp  that  palled  be- 
tween thofe  pieces*"  Thefe  verfes  exhibit 
not  only^the  ratification  of  this  covenant,  but 
alfo  the  origin  of  that  rite  which  gave  occa-j 
fiori  to  the  phrafe,  to  cut  a  covenant  j 
wherefore  it  deferves  very  particular  confidera- 
tion.  And  it  may  not  be  improper — i.  To 
obfqrve  a  few  things  concerning  thofe  animals 
which  were  taken  for  a  fign. — 2.  Concerning 
the  rites  obferved  in  ufing  them. — 3.  The  ap^ 
pearances  made  at  this  time. — ^And  then  en- 
quire, How  thefe  things  confii'med  this  Cove- 
nant. 

,  I.  I  Ajr  to  obferve  fome  things  concerning 
the  animals  which,  by  God's  appointment,  were 
taken  for  a  fign ;  namely,  a  vhcifer  of  three 
years  old,  a  fhe-goat  of  diree  years  old,  and  a 
ram  of  three  years  old ;  with  a  turtle  dove, 
.  and  a  young  pigeon.  From  the  manner  of 
expreffion  ufed  in  the  facred  textj  fome  expo- 
fit  ors  have  ^concluded  -j-,  that  Abram  was  com^ 

manded 

♦  Gen.  XV.  1 7, 

f  Such  as  Onkelos^  Jarchi,  and  Kimchi^  among  the 

Jews  ;  and  fonic  Chriftians  fccm  not  greatly  avcrfc  from 

^jt.     But,  for  the  reafon  above  ailigned,  it  appears  they 

are  miHaken  :  For,  though  the  pilural  be  fometimes  ufeS 

by  the  Hebrews  for  fingiilar^  yet  the  lingiilar  Jb  never 

ufed 
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manded  tb  take  three  of  each  (pedes  of  imi^ 
nials;  but  that  their  number  is  not  all  expreflcd. 
But  the  condufion  appears  to  be  ill  founded  r 
For  the  temis  heifer,  goat,  and  ram,  arc  all 
of  them  in  the  fingular  number ;  whereas,  if 
Jthree  of  each  kind  had  been  intended,  the 
words  would  certainly  have  been  plural.  Thefe 
animals  were  probably  fixed  on  at  this  time, 
becaulc  God  intended  afterwards  to  appoint 
the  fame  fpecies  to  be  ufed  under  the  Ceremo- 
nial Law:  Now,  the  confirmation  of  this  co- 
venant was  that  law  in  miniature ;  as  Abrara 
had  all  the  ilibjecSbs  of  that  law  in  his  loins  when 
he  offered  thefc  facrifices.  The  four  footed 
beafts  were  tlu-ce  years  old,  and  the  pigeons 
young  ones :  The  pigeons  being  fitleft  for  ufe 
when  young  J  and  quadrupedcs  are  in  their 
higheft  perfcAion,  in  eaftern  countries,  in  their 
third  year.  God  (till  requires  of  his  people  to 
honour  him  with  the  beft  things  he  has  beftow- 
ed  on  them. 

JI.  "We  may  now  attend  unto  the  Rites 
which  were  u(ed  in  the  confintiation  of  this 
covenant :  And  two  things  arc  afcribed  to  A^ 
brain. 

ufed  for  the  plural,  utilefs  when  ufed  indefinitely,  as 
the  word  people  in  all  languages  :  But  here  the  facred 
hiilorlan  (peaks  of  a  definite  number.  .  Moreover,  it  if 
the  nfnai  ftylc  of  the  Hebrews  tt>  exprcfs  the  term  of  age 
IP  this  manner.  ViJc  Bochait.  Hier.  Lib.  11.  cap.  ^xviiL 
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I.  He  divided  them  in  the  midft,  and  laid 
cacli  piece  one  againft  another ;  but  the  birds 
divided  he  not.  Though  it  does  not  appear 
to  us,  that  Abram  received  any  divine  com- 
niidion  to  divide  the  bealb  in  twain ;  yet  may 
we  not  charge  him  with  w  ill-worfliip :  For  he 
might  know  ths^t  it  was  the  mind  of  God,  ei- 
tlicr  by  immediate  in(jpiration,  as  he  was  a 
prophet  J  or  he  might  do  it,  as  it  was  the 
ufaal  mode  of  ufing  (acrifices  dclHned  for  co- 
venant-confirmation- And  it  is  not  improba- 
ble, that,  as  man}  facrifices  were  offered  by 
the  patriarchs,  which  are  not  recorded,  fo 
many  foederal  tranfa^ons  obtained  which  are 
not  regiftrated  likeways ;  though  tliofe  arc  re- 
vealed that  contain  the  moft  material  altera- 
tions of  the  ftate  of  religion.  Many  learned 
men  have  dilplayed  abundance  of  'claffical 
learning,  in  fhewing  that  this  rite  was  borrow- 
ed from  the  Church  of  God,  for  the  confirma- 
tion of  civil  covenants  among  the  heathen  na- 
tions *.  "  But  the  birds  divided  he  not/'  As 
the  reafons  why  he  did  not  divide  them  are 
uncertain,  the  conjed:ui*es  of  the  learned,  on 
diis  matter,  are  vai-ious.  The  firft  reafon,  to 
me,  appears  to  be,  becaufe  thefe  rites  were  an 
epitome  of  the  Ceremonial  Law  ;  and  when 
that  law  was  afterwards  completed,  the  divi- 
fion  of  birds  was  cxprcfily  prohibited.     But, 

*  Owcni  Tlicolognmcn.  Lib*  III.  cap.  i.  Witf.  Oe- 
con.  Focd.  Lib.  L  cap.  i.  Heidegger.  Hiftor.  Patr.  Tom. 
I,  Kxercit.  ii.  Thef.  lo. 

if 
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if  It  be  (till  enquiircd,  Why  the  birds  were  not 
divided,  according  to  the  Mofaic  inftitution? 
It  may  be  anfwered,    That  as^  the  diviiion  of 
qaadrupedes  may  reprefent  the  fepa  ration  of 
the  foul  of  the  great  facrifice  from  his  body ; 
fo  the  non-divifion  of  the  fowls  may  be  exprel^ 
five  of  his  undivided  perfon.  '*  Though  his 
foul  was  feparated  from  his  body,  yet  neither 
foul  nor  body  was  feparated  from  the  Son  of 
God :  But  incomprehenfibly,  and  ineffably  uni- 
ted, when  in  the  grave,  and  in  the  duft  of 
death*/'     The  folidity  of  this  opinion  is  fub- 
ifikted  to  the  judgment  of  the  learned  and  can- 
did reader. 

a.  Another  rite  obferved  by  Abram  is,  his 
driving  ^way  the  birds  which  came  down  on 
the  carcafcs.     Tfhe   birds  which  came  down 
TBjoa  the  facrifice  have  been  deemed  emblems 
rf  CTil  {pirits,  which,  like  eagles,  or  birds  of 
prej,  come  down  on  the  children  of  God,  e^- 
riaJIy  when  prefenting  themfelves  as  living  fa- 
crifices  unto  their  heavenly  Father,  in  the  du-- 
tics  of  his  woi-ftiip  :    And  the  patriarch's  dri- 
ving them   away,  has  been  confidered  as  ex- 
prcflive  of  the  faints  driving  away,  or  reliiting 
the  temptations  of  the  deviL     Others  have  ex- 
plained thefe  ravenous  beafts  of  the  Egyptians, 
'who  jweyed  on  the   feed   of  Abram,  as  was 

♦  F.  Spanlielm,  F..F,  Obfer.  Hiftor.  Typic.  et  Mor.  in 
Levit.  cap.  L     Mather  on  the  Types,  p.  261.  - 

foretold 
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foretold  on  this  occafion.  I  fee  no  rcafon^hy 
both  tlicfe  fenfes  may  not  rather  be  conjoined 
than  oppofed.  Only  I  would  choofe  to  under- 
ftand  the  patriarch's  driving  away  thefe  birds  as 
denoting  the  fpecial  protection,  and  prevalent^ 
interceflion  of  our  Lord  Jefiis  Chrift,  rather 
than  the  faith,  and  prayer  of  Abrani  himfelf, 
for  the  deliverance  of  his  literal  feed,  as  vari- 
ous e5q>ofitors  have  infinuated. 

•  111.  Wfcpromifcd,  in  the  next  place,  to  coil-, 
iider  the  dreadful  appearance  which  God  made 
to  Abram  at  this  time.  The  firft  appearance,^, 
recorded  by  Mofes,  is  called  a  vision  ;but^a.^ 
there  w^ere  various  kinds  of  vifions,  the  nature 
and  fpec^es  of  appearance  is  not  eafily  deter- 
mined. Says  Dr  Owen,  "  Vifions  were  of  two 
forts:  Outward  representations  of 
things  imto  the  bodily  eyes  of  the  prophets  ; 
and  INWARD    REPR  E  SENT  AT  IONS  uuto  their 

tninds. -There  were  fometimes  appearances 

of  perfons,  or  things,  made  imto  their  outward  ^ 
fenfes  :  And  herein  God  made  ule  of  the  mini- 
ftry  of  angels.  Thus,  three  men  appeared  to 
Abram,  one  of  whom  was  the  Son  of  God  him- 
felf;  the  other  two  miniftring  angels,»>as  hath 
teen  proved  elfe where.  So  was  the  burning; 
bufh^  &c.- — —They  were  made  fometimes  oa-^ 
ly  to  their  minds.  So  it  is  exprefsly  faid,  that 
when  Peter  faw  his  vifion  of  a  (heet,  knit  at 
the  four  comers,  and  let  down  from  heaven  to 
the  earth,  he  was  in.  a  tkancEc— AnEXTAsJri 
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f«]zed  tipen  luin,  whereby,  for  a  feafon,  h& 
was  dcjHived  of  the  ufc  of  his  bodily  fen-' 
fes*,''  ScQ. 

This  viflon,  I  prefume,  was  of  the  bodily 
kind ;  for  it  does  not  appear  that  the  patri- 
arch was  extatical,  but  deliberate  in  all  the 
conferences  diat  enftied.    It  was  the  Won  d  of 
JehoTah  who  a]]peared  at  this  time  ;  and  this 
appearance  was  a  renewed  confirmation  of  the 
covenant  which  had  been  granted  oftener  than 
oace  for  the  ratification  of  the  preceding  co-* 
tenant.     The  reafbn  of  the  Son's  appearance 
has  been  above  explained* 

The  fecond  appearance  was  more  dreadful 

and  ftupendious  l  "  When  the  fun  went  down^ 

and  it  was  dark  ;  behold,  a  fmoking.  furnace 

wd  a  burning  lamp,  which  paifed  between  the 

pieces/'     By   the  inftitution  of  God,  and  the 

ad  rf  the  facrificer,  thefe  facrifices  took  the 

pfacc  of  the  guilty,  being  (ubftituted  in  the  * 

room  of  Abram  and  his  feed.     The  fmoking 

ftimacc  figured  out  the  dark  difpeniations  of 

providence  towards  the  Ifraelites  :  Hence  we 

find  the  inipired  writers  not  only  alluding  va)r 

to  this  vifion,  but  alfo  explaining  it  t    *^  But 

the  Lord  hath  taken  you,  and  brought  you 

forth  out  of  the  iron  f  urnace,  even  out  of 

Egypt  j  to  be  a  people  of  inheritance,  as  yc 

♦  Jbr  bwcD  on  the  Spirit,  p.  108. 

.*  '♦       u  are 
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are  this  day.**  Said  Solomon^  ^  For  they  be 
thy  people,  and  thine  inheritance,  which  thou 
broughteft  forth  out  of  Egypt,  froln  the  midft 
of  the  F  u  RNACE  of  iron.''  The  Lord  alfo  ad- 
drefled  the  Jews  to  the  following  purpofc  : 
**  The  covenant  which  I  conmianded  your  Fa- 
thers in  the  day  that  I  brought  them  forth 
out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  out  of  the  furnace 
of  iron.*'— — ^*  When  the  cloud  began  fo  break 
the  finoke  went  up.''  The  (moke  alceiided 
as  the  ,fmokc  of  a  furnace,  pmnting  otit  the 
manner  in  which  their  deliverance  did  advance  .^ 
Each  circumftance  mentioned  in  the  facred  nar-^ 
rative  added  to  the  horror  of  the  fcene,  how-r 
ever,  at  this  time.  -  The  iim  went  down ;  it 
was  dark  j  finoke  added  to  the  horror  of  the 
darknefs.  Hence  we  need  not  greatly  won-* 
der,  if  a  horror  of  great  darknefs  fcB  on  A- 
bram,  both  cm  account  of  God's  awfid  Majc* 
fly,  and  alfo  on  account  of  the  night  feafon 
predided  to  the  Chin-ch  in  bis  family.  The 
burning  lannp  denoted  GodV  favourable  provi- 
dences towards  the  promifed  Seed  :  It  may 
aMb  be  conftdcred  as  a  prelude  of  the  jwllar  of 
fire,  and  pillar  rf  cloud,  which  ccmduAed  If^ 
rael  through  the  wfldemefs ;  which  were  alfa 
enoiblems  of  the  divine  prefence  and  majefty 
dwelling  among  the  Ifi-aelites.  This  vifion  i5 
not  unlike  that  of  Ezekiel  r  "  As  for  the  like- 
nefs  of  the  liviftg  creatures,  their  appearance 
was  like  bnilxing  coals  of  fire ;  and  like  the  ap« 
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pearance  of  lamps  *.^  The  fbrnaer  importing 
adverfity,  and  the  latter^o^rity-  Though 
the  glory  of  Abram's  family  might  be  great- 
ly obfcured  ;  yet  their  lamp  ihall  not  be  utter-  - 
]y  ^xtinguiAied :.  On  the  contrary,  it  (hall  burn 
with  remarkable  ^lendor  j  *'  When  God  fliall 
judge  that  nation  whom  they  (hall  fcrve,  then 
flbaU  they  come  forth  with  great  fiibftance/' 
This  pronEii£sd  deUverance  prefigured  the  Re- 
deemer's yiAory  over  the  devil  5  as  Pharaoh 
was  alio  an  emblem  of  .hun.-  And  this  burning 
lamp  was  a  grapWcal  difplay  of  the  Meffiah's 
vidlory^  when  his  right  hand  and  his  holy  arm 
got  unto  him  the  ^diftory.  Out  of  his  noftrils 
c^me  forth  a  fmoke  ;  he  hath  eyes  like  a  flame 
of  fire  ;  and  feet  as  fine  brafs,  as  if  they  burn- 
ed  in  a  furnace. 

IV.  The  laft  thing  we  pronufed  was,  To 
Blew  how  all  thefe  things  confirmed  this  cove- 
nant :   And  thefe  rites  confirmed"  it, 

I.  As  the  Parties  covenanting  were  both  in- 
cluded in  one  facrifice.  Learned  men  have  ob- 
served, how  Generals  and  armies  both  pahed 
through  between  the  parts  of  facrifices  "j^,  to  in- 
timate th^ir  ftriA  coalefcence  into  one  body. 
Thus  believers  are  one  with  God  through  the 
flain  facrifice,  or  ieparated  foul  and  body  of 
0ur  Lord  Jefiis  Chrift.   They  are  one  in  him. 

♦  Ezck.  i.  13.        t"  Calvi»  ijvCw-  xv.  10. 

V  2  «•  As 
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2 .  A  s  the  parties  paffing  between  the  facri- 
fices  thus  divided,  imprecated  fiich  a^  divilion 
on  themfelves,  ftiould  they  deal  falfely  in  this 
covenant.  Hence  God  threatens  the  Jews, 
faying,  "  Tlie  men  who  have  not  performed 
the  covenant  .which  they  made  before  me, 
when  they  cut  the  calf  in  twain,  and  pafled  be- 
tween the  parts  thereof. — ^I  will  even  give  their 
dead  bodies  to  be  meat  for  the  fowls  of  hea-* 
ven  *.''  The  birds  of  prey  fliould  perch  on  the 
dead  bodies  of  the  Jews,  as  they  would  h^ve 
done  on  the  bodies  of  the  facrifices,  had  not 
Abram  driven  them  away  ;  and,  like  thefc 
facrifices,  they  fliould  be  cut  afliinder.  It  miiit 
be  obferved,  however,  that  God  could  neither 
fail  nor  fuifcr  for  it :  But,  in  condefcenfiqn  to 
the  weakne{s  of  his  friend,  he  pledges  his  life 
and  h^ppinefs,  for  the  accomplifliment  of  his 
faithful  promife,  to  bring  him  to  the  full  ai^ 
Ihrance  of  faith. 

3.  Chiefly  as  thefc  facrifices  prefigured 
the  true  facrifice  of  the  Son  of  God,  for  the 
ful^  and  final  confirmation  of  the  covenant  of 
^ace.  But  this  life  of  facrifice  has  been  ex- 
plained  above,  and  what  has  been  obferved  ah 
rc5idy  needs  not  be  here  repeated"]*. 

*  Jcr,  xxxiv.  18.  20. 
+  Sec  the  Introdudiont    . 
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P    A    R    T      m. 

Geh.  xvii.  I — 21. 

» 

HERE  it  wiU  be  proper  to  confider, — I.  The 
Moiaic  account  of  the  Parties  in  this 
Tranfaaion- — ^11.  The  Parts  of  it— III.  Its 
Confirmation, — ^And,  IV.  The  Occafions  of  it^ 

FIRST,-!  am  to  confider  the  Mosaic  Dc- 
5CRIPTION  of  the  Parties  Covenanting:—- 
Which  fire  Abraai  and  his  Seed. 

I .  The  great  author  and  chief  party  in  thi^ 
trania^ion  aniiounceth  himfelf  to  be  the  Great 
God,—' Gop  ALL-SUFFICIENT  J  or,  as  others 
tender  it,  the  Almighty  God  *.  From 
the  fcope  of  the  place,  it,  appears,  that  ihi 
foriner  tranflation  is  more  appofite  than  the 
Jatter,  though  it  is  readily  granted,  that  there 
is  a  manifcft  cqincidence  between  them;  fof  ■ 

♦  So  our  tranJUtors  render  it.  But  it  has  always  been 
confidercd  as  one  of  the  divine  names  ;  and  many  hav« 
left  it  tintrandated  :  The  original  word  is^  Schaddai^ 
^fW,  TJie  Hebrew  linguifta^  are  aa  much  divided  about 
it$  derivation  as  iu  fignification.  Bnxtorf  enumerates 
no  fewer  than  five  or  fix  diiferent  derivations,  Diflert. 
Dc  nominibus  Dei  Hebraicis,  §  ^.  That  which  ap- 
proves itfelf  moH  to  me  is  fVom  ttf  pro  "itW  wtio,  and 
n  stXFFiciENT  :  That  is.  He  who  is  sufficient;  , or, 
9S  it  is  ufiAally  rendered,  ali,  bVFriciiNT, 
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all-fiiflficicncy  comprehends  the  idea  of  omni- 
potence, as  .well  as  that  of  many  other  perfec- 
tions. God,  even  the  Son,  is  all-sueI^ici- 
EKT  unto  his  own  bleflednefs,  as  well  as  unto 
the  happinefs  of  his  cruatures-  Of  confer 
quence,  he  is  abundantly  able  to  accomplifh 
his  promifes,  and^nabk  his  people  to  obey  his 
precepts.  How  comfortable  is  it  to  covenant 
with  foch  a  pai*ty  !  One  who  needs  nothing  at 
our  hand;  Hence,  this  covenant  is  all  evan- 
gelical,— all  in  favour  of  Abram  and  his  chil- 
dren. 

2.  The  other  party  is  Abram  and  his  feed. 
Said  God  to  Abram,  "  I  eftablifti  my  covenant 
between  me  and  thee,  and  tht  seed  af- 
ter THEE^  in  their  generations."  God  con- 
fidered  Abram  as  already  in  covenant  with 
himfelf.  This  is  evident  from  the  tenns  in 
which  this  covenant  is  propofcd :  Said  he,  "  I 
will  establish  my  covenant  between  me  and 
thee  *.''  It  deferves  alfo  to  be  noticed,  that 
God  caufed  the  natoe  of  the^piincipal  cove- 
nanter to  be  changed :  "  Neither  fhall  thy 
name  any  more  be  called  Abeam:  but  thy 
name  ihall  be  As  ha  h  aai  ;  for  a  father  q£  many 
nations  have  I  made  thee  'j'.''   Accordingly,  his 

name 

*  Sec  the  foregoing  I^ficrtation^  Part  I. 

f  The  patriarch's  firft  name  ^as  CD"^D)< :  His  lafl  name 
Orn:Ut*     The  former  imports  an  high  jfafhcr  ;  jrhc  lat- 

tcrj, 
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Bame  carried  in  it  a  continual  reprerentatlon 
of  God'3  promiic,  given  for  the  perpetual  con- 
folation  of  the  Church.  Again,  this  covenant 
was  made  with  Abraham ;  and  alfo  with  his 
S£ED  after  hini,  in  their  generations.  'More 
particularly,  This  covenant  was  made  with  A- 
bram,  as  a  tjrpc  of  his  extraordinary  Seed  : 
"  Now,  to  Abraham,  and  to  his  Seed,  were 
.the'promiles  made  :  He  faith  not  and  to  feeds, 
as  of  many,  but  as  of  orfb  ;  and  to  thy  feed, 
which  is  Chrift.'*  Once  njiore,  This  covenant 
was  made  with  Abraham  as  the  principal  mem- 
ber of  the  vifS>le  Church ;  and  his  Seed,  rc-^ 
prefented  by  him,  as*the  Infants  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  viiiblc  Church  are  reprefented  by 


ter,  ajf  explained  bj  God  hlmfelf,  means  a  fatker  of 
manj  nattona.  Sundry  Jews,  and  fome^  Chri£an9, 
reckon,'  that  n  is  taken  from  tl^e  name  JehovaiI  ;  but 
this  con3iM>fition  is  not  fo  agreeable  to  the  infallible  ex- 
po^don  juft  now  mentioned.  The  proper  derivation  of 
tbat  name  which  was  impofed  on  him,  appears  to  be  ^ 
from  :iH  FATHER,  and  jnn  A  multitupe.  And  n  is  re* 
tained  from  d  :  And  the  fignification  may  be  •expreiled 
thus.  The  father  of  a  ^multitude.  Taken  in  this 
point  of  yiew,  it  contains  a  folemn  reprefentation  of  the 
implantation  of  Gentile  believers  into  the  covenant  of  A* 
brahaih  :  For,  as  Calvin  obferves,  with  great  propriety, 
he  became  the  father  of  maky  natIons,  not  by  his 
iiliie  i^eading  through  many  nations  (though  he  had 
many  fons)  ;  nor  did  they  ever  incorporate  with  any  o- 
ther  people  :  But  by  the  adoption  of  iVrangers  to  be  feK 
low-citizens  with  him  ^ind  his  feed,  and  their  joint  ad«  - 
siiffion  itxto  th«  houihold  of  God. 

their 
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their  parents  iii  baptifin  * .  By  the  laWof  nature^ 
and  the  wife  appointment  of  God's  word,  pa- 
rents may  receive  grants  foir  the  behoof  of  their 
child4:^eli ;  and  alfo  bind  for  their  children's 
performance  of  certain  duties.  Such  things 
obtain  every  day  in  all  (bcieties  under  heaven : 
And  why  fliould  it  not  obtain  likeways  in  the 
Church,  the  moft  perfect  of  all  focieties  ? 
Thus,  all  who  (prang  from  Abraham  were 
externally  holy,  tiU  tlicy  cut  off  thcmfelves  hf. 


f  Vide  Calvin.  Inftitut.  Lib.  IV.  cdp.  rvi.  Thef.  4—144 
fia^rs  Treatife  on  the  Covenant  of  Grace,  p.  50—^52* 
'  F.  Turretin.  Loc.  xxix.  ^.  30.  Thef.  j. — From  this  text/ 
thefe  divines  have  eflabliihed  die  right  of  infants,  bom 
■within  the  vifible  Church,  unto  the  benefits  of  the  Cove- 
nant of  Grace  ;  and  particularly  unto  the  iQitiating  feal 
of  it,  -with  a  degree  of  evidence  not  to  be  refifted.  The 
laft  mentioned  author  ufeth  the  following  topics  :  '*  At 
^'  ad  infantes  pertinere  foedus  patet  ex  claufula  foederis, 
''  Gen.  xvii.  7.  AJl,  ii.  38.  Fateor  qnidem  Foedus  Dei 
*'pri^irio,  et  prxcipue  adultos  reljJicerc,  quia  omni 
'^  tale  pai^tim  reciproca  conventione  conftat,  qux  utro- 
'*  bique  voluntaria  efle  debet,  et  fapientiam  Dei  decet 
''  Fcedus  pafcifci  cum  hominibuA  perf%«5lis,  qui  poflunt 
''  exercere  opcrationes  facnltatum  moralium.  Sed  hoc 
'*  non  obihit,  quominus  pertineat  ^uoque  ad  infantes.^— 
"  I  .Ex  Dei  ordine,  quia  ita  voluit  gratiam  fuam  pro* 
'*  tcndcre  a  parentibus  ad  liberos. — 2.  Ex  rei  natura, 
*'  qma  fiberi  fiyit  pan  parentum,  et  ejufdem  cum  ii^ 
'*  conditionis. — 3.  Inter  homines  petfb^  ad  libetos  con- 
"  trahentium  compled^untnr,  Ergo  et  in  focdcre  Dei. — - 
*'  4.  Quia  ad  infsuttes  pertrnet  res  fignificata,  puta  re- 
"  miifi^  peccatorum,  regeneration  regntmi  calorum. 
*'  Ergo  etiam  figmun,  nam  fi  quid  majus  eftillis  coiumu** 
*'  nicatur,  qua  ratione  pofiet  iliia  denegari  quod  minu» 
/<  eft^fic  argumcntatur  Fetrus  Adl.  x.  47, 

^  unbcHeF 
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vtibelief  khi  difobecUencei  Hefico)  Ifliihael 
was  cjrcumcifcdj  as  well  as  Ifaac  j  nor  were 
the  fons  of  Keturah,  and  thofe  of  the  Iiired 
ftrvantS)  on  an  inferior  footing,  till  they  re- 
Knqaifhed  the  fervice  of  Godr 

Ih  fine)  Abraham  muft  be  coniidered^  in  thb 
tranfadion)  as  having  the  Mcffiah  in  his  loins^ 
Now,  as  be  paid  tythes  to  Melchifedec,  for 
Licvi)  who  was  then  in  his  loins;  fo  he.  re-» 
ccived  promifes  for  tljie  Mefliah,  bis  extraordi- 
iiary  feed,  then  in  his  loins  like  ways  ^* 

SIXjONDLY,   We  nlsty  now  ccmfider  the 
Paxts  of  this  Covenanti     With  refpeft  unto 
*  the  AU^iufiiGient  Jehovah,  I  may  obfetVej 

1.  Hfi   promifed  to   "  mtiltiply  Ab1^aham^s 

U»A  e5iceedlngly,-^to  make    him   e'Xcecding 

fhi]^1,-^to  make  nations  of  bim^  and  kings 

come  out  of  himf /^     And  the  prediction  has 

been  circumftantially  Yei*lfied^  bdth  in  hb  na-» 

tnral  and  ipirimal  progeny-     Erom  Abraham, 

d^rcoi'ding  to  the  flefh,  fprang  not  only  the  Ifb- 

maelites,  and  Edonutes  (as  well  as  the  Ifrael* 

•itcs)  ;    but  alfo,   the  Saracensj  Arabians^  andr 

Midianites4     He  was  fi^iitfal  to  a  miracle,  even 

in  his   old   age#     Forty-fi^   years  before  the* 

death  of  Sarah,  when  God  announced  the  birth 

#f  liaac^  he  e^laimed,  ^'  Shall  a  child  be  bom 
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to  him  who  is  a  hundred  years  old  !**  Yet,  aP-- 
tfer  the  death  of  Sarah,.  Keturah  bare  him  no 
fewer  than  fix  fons.  "  v  As  to  his  ^liritQal  pro- 
geny, naticms  have  been  bom  at  once,  and  a 
people  brought  forth  in  one  day ;  and,  in  the 
lowefl:  ftate  of  his  fpiritual  family,  it  (hall  be 
faid.  This  man  and  that  man  was  bom  in  it^ 
and  the  Higheft  himfelf  (hall  eftabli(h  it.  In 
re(pedt  of  the  royalty  promi(ed  to  the  pa-» 
triarch,  it  has  alfo  been  moft  pnn<5hially  fulfil* 
led.  There  (prang  from  the  patriarch,  not 
only  a  race  of  famous  kings,  in  the  Davidical 
line,  not  to  mention  the  princes  of  Midian  and 
Ifhmaei;  btit  aUb  Messiah  T'he  Prince, 
with  all  his  royal  nation:  For  all  his  fiibjeifts 
are  made  king  s  and  priefb  unto  God  and  hi^ 
father*. 

2.  Jehovah  engaged  to  be  a  God  imto  A* 
braham,  and  his  Seed  after  himf.  This  blef- 
fing  is  all-comprehenfive,  and  inutterably  pre- 
cious :  It  includes  all  things  pertaining  unto 
life  and  godfinefs,  whether  it  be  a  life  of  grace 
or  glory.  All  the  perfei^ions  rf  God,  and  each 
perfciSion  in  the  Godhead,  are  made  over  to 
Abraham  and  his  Seed.  Divine  wifciom  is  en^ 
gaged  for  the  device  of  their  falvation  j  divine 
power  for  their  prpte<ftion  and  defence,  as  al- 
fo for  the  performance  of  all  thofe  promiiea 
ivhich  contain  the  bledings  of  falvation ;  divina 

•  Rev.  i.  6.       '  f.  Gca.  xvii.  7. 
» 

mercy 
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mercy  pledged  for  their  remifllon  and  accep- 
tance; holmels  for  their  enjoyment  of  every 
prormfed  blefling.  Juftice,  for  the  de(liii«^ioii 
of  all  their  enemies ;  And,  in  one  word,  grace 
for  their  holineis  and  confolation  while  in  this 
world,  as  well  as  their  reward  in  the  world  to 

come*! ^The  Father  is  the   poruon  of  the 

ipiritual  Seed,  in  his  electing  and  adopting 
love,  and  in  his  giving  love  :  He  gives  his  Son  to 
be  a  fofieting  iurety  and  himfelf  in  him  as  the 
God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jelus  Chrift. — 
The  Son  is  the  portion  of  the  fpiritual  family, 
in  all  the  fulnefs  of  his  grace  and  righteoul^ 
neft.— The  Holy  Ghoft,  m  rclpeA  of  his  per- 
fonal'  inhabitation,  and  fpecial  iitfkiences  and^ 
faving  operaiions.  Hail,  happy  people,  whole 
God  is  Jehovah !  Such  as  are  filled  with  the 
fdneis  of  God,  How  durable  th^ir  portion  !— 
How  (iibftantial  their  blifs ! 

3*  As  an  aj^endage  unto  thefe  grants, 
God.  was  f^afed  to  renew  the  promife  of  Ca- 
naan: ^  And  I  wiU  give  unto  thee,  and  unto 
thy  Seed  after  thee,  the  land  wherein  'thou  art 
a  ftranger,— all  the  L^nd  of  Canaan,  for  an 
ert^tlstRin^  pbflcflfion  *."  Betides  what  has  been 
obftrvcd  on  a  former  covenant,  I  fhall  examine 
the  *two  following  que(tions,  relative  to  this  in- 
heritance: Rrft,  How  could  God  fay,  I  will 
g^ve  the  land  wherein  thou  art  a;  ftranger  unto 

.•  Gea.  x^«  8» 

X  a  thee; 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


I64       DISSERTATION     II.      Paut  3, 

thee;  (ecing  he  gave  him  no  inheritance  in 
it,  i^,  not  (b  much  as  to  fet  his  foot  on  ?  It 
jmght  be  anfwcfed,  That  Canaan  was  given 
to  Abraham,  in  peribn,  in  point  of  right ;  and 
to  his  Seed  after  him,  in ,  point  of  pofleflion 
and  enjoyment.— -Secondly,   Why   is   Canaan 

llyled    AN     EVEHLASTING     POSSESSION?      I 

would  reply,  Though  it  was  certainly  among 
the*  number  of  lemporal  enjoyments,  as  well  as 
other  lands;  yet  it  might  be  ftyled.AN  ever* 
LASTJNO^  possession  as  it  prefigured  that 
inheritance  which  is  incorruptible  and  undefiled, 
and  which  fadeth  not  away.  Nor  is  it  uncom^ 
mon,  in  the  facred  ftyle,  to  affirm  thofe  things 
of  the  type,  which,  in  their  fulled:  emphafis^ 
arc  only  true  of  the  antitype* 

/With  refpeiS:  to  Abraham,   he  was  en- 
joined,     . 

1.  To  wAtK  BEFORE  God  ♦*  The  pa- 
triarch'5  life  was  a  life  of  'jpilgrimage  ;  hut  aSL 
the  ftcps  of  it  were  under  the  immediate  int- 
Ipedtion  of  Jehovah.  Though  he  wandered 
over  many  diftant  land^  yet  he.  nev^r  wander- 
ed out  of  God's  fight.  .  God  fawmeet  to  pirt: 
him  in  mind  of  hi?  fituation  at  this  time,/  bo* 
caufe  he  feemed  fqmetimes  to.  have  forgot  it, 
by  finning  againfl: him.  To  walk  before 
GOD^  is^  to  maintain  an  impreffion  of  God't 

♦  Qcn/x^.  It 

,    '   ;  .  onwi* 
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omniicience  on  the  confcience,  fo  as  to  ad- 
venture on  no  ai^tion  but  (iich  as  it  would  dare 
to  own  when  flfted  before  the  fupr erne  judge: 
This  precept  is  of  much  the  fame  imj^rt  with 
the  firft  of  the  tc^n  commandments  delivered 
from  Sinai  :  Said  God  to  Abraham,  ^^  I  am 
&od  all-fufficient,  walk  before  me/'  Said  he 
to  Ifrael,  "  I  am  the  I^rd  thy  God,  Thou 
(halt  have  no  other  Gods  before  me/' 

2.  He  was  coitmianded.to  BE  perfect*. 
He  waf  already  perfedt  in  relpeA  of  his  jiiftifi- 
cation;'for  he  believed  Godp  and  it  was  ac-* 
comted  to  him  for  righteoufnefs.  But,  though 
he  was  the  friend  of  God,  and  the  father  of 
the  faithful;  yet  he  had  not  already  attained, 
neither  was  he  already  perfeA  in  refpe^  of  his 
faniSlification :  Otherways  this  precept*  had  been 
fiiperfluous.  Perfe^Stion,  however,  mufl:  be  the 
fcopc  of  all  his  defircs.  He  is  not  a  faint  that 
can  be  fatisfied  with  any  thing  fliort  of  it :  For 
(atisfan^on  with  any  lower  terms*  amounts  to 
a  regarding  of  iniquity  in  the  heart ;  and  if 
we  regard  iniquity  the  fLord  will  not  hear 
us  f . 

♦  Geo.  xvii.  r, 

f.  Should  the  ierious  reader  dcfirc  to  Cct  more  on  A- 
brabam's  perfov^ion,  he  may  confult  a  Treatifc  of  tiie 
Covenant  of  Grace  by  Mr  John. Ball,  p.  73 — 89.  The 
i^uthor  of  the  Marrow  of  Modern  Divinity  frctquently 
mentions  this  little  piece  with  pleafure  and  refpe^S: : 
And^  I  buinbly  judge,  both  the  learned  zsui  unlearned 
iMy  re»d  it  with  profit, 

3.  God 
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5.  God  commanded  Abraham  ta<>bfcrve  the 
ordinance  of  Circumcifion :  But  we  fhall  ^ak 
of  this  ordinance  when  "the  ratification  of  this 
covenant  is  confidered. 

Upon  the  whole,  In  this  covenant  both  pri-» 
vileges  and  duties  are  exprefsly  propofed  by 
the  all-fufficient  Jehovah :  And  the  former  dc-' 
clared  to  be  the  foundation  pf  the  lattet:*  God's 
all-fufficiency  is  the  caufe  of  Abraham^s  walk- 
ing before  him^  and  of  his  perfeAion ;  while 
the  rite  of  circumcifion  is  enjoined  from  the 
coniideration  of  all  thefe  grants  which  were 
made  outhis  occafion*.  Abraham's  engage* 
ment  to  obedience  is  ftrongly  implied,  in  his 
hunoble  proftratlon  befwe  the  Lord :  He  fell 
on  his  face  y  and  God  talked  with  him. 

THIRDLY,  I  am  now  to  offer  a  few  things 
concerning  Circumcision,  the  confirming 
feal  of  this  covenant.  Here  I  (ball— i.  O&r 
a  Remark  or  twot  concerning  the  Nature  of  this 
ordinance. — 2.  Show  how  it  Confirmed  the  co* 
vcnant. 

I.  I  fhall  make  a  Remark  or  two  concern- 
ing  the  nature  of  this  ordinance. 

I.  It  did  not  originate  in  the  wifdom  of 
men ;  but  in  the  fpecial  inflitution  of  God,  as 

*  Gen.  xvu.  9. 

the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


WRT  g.     DISSERTATION     IL        167 

the  King  and  Head  of  the  Old  Tcftamcnt 
Church.  The  inftitution  is  regiftratcd  at  length 
in  the  facred  volmne  *.  Some  who  Aippbfcd 
themielres  to  be  Chriftians^  imagined,  indeed, 
that  the  Seed  of  Jacob  borroWbd  this  rite 
from  the  Egyptiana;  but,  from  the  inftitution 
juft  referred  to,  it  is  plain,  that  it  was   not 

OF    M£N,    BUT    FROM   HEAVEN.    It  IS  alfo  mUCh 

more  rational  to  ihppofej  that  the  Egyptians 
might  have  borrowed  this  rite  from  the  chil- 
<b:en  of  Jacob,  thati  the  reverfc  ;  if  we  confi-^ 
der  Jofeph's  intereft  and  adminiftration  among 
that  people*  As  he  was  Pharaoh^s  prime  mi-» 
nifter  for  the  i^ace  of  eighty  years,  and  pro- 
vided com  for  them  in  a  moft  deplorable  fa-* 
mine,  it  is  but  natural  to  tonclude,  that  the 
people  would  be  inclined  to  imitate  the  man 
who  preferved  them.  It  were  eafy  to  (hew, 
that  it  is  the  fole  prerogative  of  God  to  ap-* 
point  ordinauces  in  his  own  worflip :  That  he 
exerted  it  on  this  occafion  has  been  demon*^ 
ffa-ated,  with  foccefi,  by  others  f. 

2.  The 

•  Gen.  xvii.  9. 

+  Vide  Witf.  Egyptiac.  Lib.  III.  cap.  vi.  Leidckk. 
dc  Repub.  Hebrxomm,  Lib.  IL  cap.  iv.  Heidegger. 
Hiftor.  Patriarch.  Tom.  IL  Excrcit,  vii.  §  28.  One 
wonld  imagine^  that  the  ghoft  of  a  Spencer^  and  of  a 
Mars  HAM,  would  haCve  been  effeiflually  conjured  by  the 
reafims  whi«h  theie  learned  .men  have  adduced  :  But, 
ftrange  to  tell !  the  fouls  of  one  or  both  of  thefe  gentle- 
men feem  to  have  been  tranfmigrated  into  good  Biihop 
l^arburton :  For  their  c^xploded  dreams  ha-ve  been  re- 

ceive4 
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2*  The  fubjedts  of  this  ordinance  wefe  A* 
brahaiii)  \vith  all  the  males  m  his  houfe,  and 
their  male  children  after  diem^  in  their  gcne^ 
rations.  "  And  ye  fliall  circnmcife  the  fleih  of 
yoor  fore-lkin :  He  that  is  eight  day^  old  (hall 
be  circumcifed  aitiong  you,  every  manrchild  iit 
yom*  generations :  he  that  is  bom  in  the  houfe, 
or  bought  with  money  of  any  ftranger,  Avhich 
is  not  of  thy  feed*  He  that  is  born  in  thy  houle^ 
«nd  he  that  is  bought  with  thy  money,  Inuft 
needs  be  drcumcilcd  */'  The  fabje<9:s  of  this 
ordinance,  then,  are  reducible  to  the  following 

claffes : Abraham,  the  head  of  the  family^ 

that  he  might  be  both  the  pattern  and  mini- 
iler  of  circumcifion  to  aU  the  reft  of  the  males 
who  Svere  under  his  roof.— —The  Male  Ser- 
vants of  Abraham's  family  who  were  adul|8« 
All  the  men  of  his  houfe,  born  in  the  houfe,  or 
bought  with  money,  were  of  this  defcription. 
it  has  been  enquired,  How  Abraham's  feiTants 
could. be. -proper  fubjeds  of  circumcifion;  fee- 
ing it  is  probable  they  w^rc  ftrangers  to  the 
true  religion  ?  Some  have  alfo  imagined  that 
it  feems  to  favour  compulfory  meafures  in  nnat* 
ters  of  religion;  as  mafters  maintained  a  dcfpcv- 
tic  power  over  their  domeftics  at  that  time. 
To  both  difficulties  it  may  be  anfwered,  That 

ceived  by  hie  geniiis^  and  defended,  after  « way,  by  his 
pen.  Happily  for  the  Church  of  God,  however,  an  an^ 
lidote  for  his  poifon  Was  provided  before  he  was  hon^ 

«  Qen,  xvii.  H— JJ* 

X  Abraham^s 
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Abraham's  family  had  the  benefit  6f  a  reli^ous 
education,  and  were,  therefore,  capable  of 
making  a  public  profeffion  of  the  true  reli- 
gion :  FcM"  God  bore  tliis  honourable  teftimo- 
ny  unto  him.  *^  I  know  him,  that  he  {hall  com- 
mand his  houfhold  after  him ;  and  they  (hall 
ferve  the  Lord.**  Hence  we  may  conclude, 
that  the  ntales  of  his  family  were  prolelytes  of 
righteoufhefs  ;  and  entitled  to  circumcilion  a^ 
wpU  as  all  other  ordinahces  which  belonged  to 

the  Church  in  her  domefiic  ftate.- ^With  re-* 

fpcS:  to  luch  as  Oiould  be  bought  in  after 
times^  they  were  either  perfons  who  made  a 
voluntary  renunciation  of  idolatry,  and  profeC- 
fion  of  the  true  religion  as  the  foundation  of 
their  right  to  circumcifion :  Or,  if  they  re- 
tained their  idolatrous  and  fupcrftitious  fenti-* 
ments,  it  behoved  them  to  do  it  only  in  pri- 
vate }  nor  were  they  admitted  to  dwell  in  the 
Hebrew  families,  although  they  might  perform 
certain  fervices  in  them.  For  the  divine  law 
);>ermitted  none  to  dwell  in  thefe  families  but 
Kich  as  were  fit  to  partake  of  the  paflbver ; 
while  the  imcircumcifed  were  incapable  of  be- 
ing admitted  to  that  ordinance  ^.  Another 

clafs 

♦  it  docs  not  appear  ttat  ever  God  appointed  ttpy  to 
be  forced  to  embrace  the  true  religion,  even  after  the 
Mofaic  Syftem  was  completely  eftabliihed  ;  though  he 
prohibited  them  from  outward  a«ft8  of  falfe  worihip.  All 
who  joined  with  the  Jews -dill  fo  voluntarily,  without 
violence  or  conftraint  in  the  fmalleft  degree :  £^od.  xiu 
48.  *^  And  yfh^n  a  ftrangcr  fhall  fojoiijii  "Witfe  ik^C,  and 
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clafi  of  pcrfbns  to  be  circumciftd  was,  the 
feed  of  thcfe  profelytes,  and  al(i>  UhmaeL 
The  promifes  rcljp^eded  tht  children  as  well 
as  the  adult ;  and  it  was  the  will  of  God,  that 
the  feal  (hould  be  adminiftred  to  both-  May 
we  not  obfenre,  that  the  admifllon  of  Abra^ 
ham's  fervants,  with  their  feed,  unto  .the  feal 
of  the  Abrahamic  covenant,  was  a  fblenui 
prelude  of  the  admiflion  of  Gentile  iinners,  and 
their  feed,  unto  goipcl  privileges:  and  they 
were  the  firft  fruits  of  that  gloiious  harveft^ 

But  though  Klunael  and   the  profelytes 

were,  at  this  time,  taken  into  covenant  vniStk 
*God,  and  admitted  to  partake  of  this  fcal  of 
it ;  yet  was  it  defigned  to  continue  in  the  Imc 
oiF  liaac,  whofe  birth  and  prerogatives  were^ 
at  this^time,  announced.  Other  peHbnsOiared 
of  covenant  privileges  by  coming  in  along*^ 
with  Iran :  *^  But  my  covenant  will  I  eftabKfli 

WILL  Iceep  the  paflbvcr  to  the  Lord,  let  all  his  males  be 
circumcifed^  and  dien  let  hkn  come  near,  and  keep  it/' 
The  manner  oT  admittiag  profelytek  can  be  learned  but 
in  a  very'imperfe«5l  manner  from  the  Rabbinical  writers^ 
they  have  added  fuch  a  M^orld  of  ceremonies  to  the  facreA 
rnbric.  The  Mofaic  accoum  jnft  now  qijoted,  taken  in 
connection  with  the  inftitntion  of  circnmcifion,  fhmiih*  ^ 
eth  ns  with  the  only  certain  meana  of  information  in 
this  matter.  The  curions  reader  may  confult,  for  & 
fwatch  of  the  Rabbinical  rites  reQ>e«fiiltg  profelytes^  what 
has  been  gleafned  by  Leidekker,  De  Repnb.  Heb.  Lib* 
VI.  capv  vi.  and  vii.  By  Hottinger,  Thelkiir.  PUlolog. 
iLib.  1.  cap.  i.  The  principal  qneftiona  which  have 
been  agitated  concerning  them  have  alfb  been  confider- 
ed  by  Leuiden;  Philolog.  Hcb.  nixt.  Diflert.  XXL 

with 
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with  Ifs^C^  whom  Sars^h  fliall  bedr  unto  thee  : 
I  will  eilablini  my  covenant  with  him  for  an 
everlafting  covenant,  and  with  his  feed  after 
him  *.^— '^Inlfaac  Oiall  thy  feed  be  called."  It 
was  perpetuated  in  the  fanculy  of  Ifaac  and 
Jacob,  until  the  end  for  which  the  feed  of 
Abraham  was  (eparated  fi*om  the  reft  of 
mankind  was  accomptilhed*— ^h^tild  any  en- 
qifiire.  Why  did  this  ordinance  extend  only  to 
males  ?  I  would  anfwer,  It  was  fo  ordered,  to 
(hew,  that  an  adhi^partid{Kidon  of  facranients 
is  not  eflential  to  falv^tion :  For  females  were 
as  really  the  daughters  of  Abraham  as  males 
were  his  fons^  when  they  at9:ed  faith  upon  thofe 
pronufes  which  were  made  to  him:  And,  al- 
though they  were  not  circup^cifed  formally,  in 
their  own  perfons  j  yet  were  they  circumdf^d 
virtually,  in  their  fathers  and  hnflbands  :  So 
they  might  not  be  ^ven  in  marriage  to  the 
unctrciimcifed.  This  ordinance  was  alfo  con- 
fined to  males,  to  (hew  the  imperfedion  of 
that  oeconomy :  Under  that  oeconomy  the  pre- 
ference was  given  to  males  j  but^  under  the 
better  one,  *'  there  is  neither  male  nor  female^, 
for  ye  are  all  one  in  Ghrili  Jefiis  •j".'' 

3.  Tn  fe  time  for  the  celebration  of  this  ordi- 
nance to  infants,  fixed  by  divine  appointment, 
was  the  eight  day:  "  He  that  is  eight  days 
old  fhall  be   cireumcifed.'*     God  did  not  rc- 

♦  Gen.  xvii.  2X.'  andverfc  19.       f  Gal.  iii.  2S. 
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quire  it  fooner,  out  of  regard  to  the  tender 
infant ;  and  he  would  not  (iiiffer  it  to  be  de* 
ferred  any  longer,  left  men  fhould  contemn  it, 
by  deferring  it  for  ever.  If  any  did,  God  ap^ 
pointed  him  to  be  cut  off  from  among  his 
people  *  :  That  is,  the  parent  who  neglected 
to  circumcife  his  child  fhould  be  hej^d  as  a  hea- 
then-man and  a  publican,  by  the  Church  of 
Cod,  until  he  complied  with  the  divme  inflitu- 
tion.  The  original  word  does  not  always  im- 
port a  cutting  off  by  death ;  but  the  fiifpendhig 
or  diflblving  a  relation,  whether  it  be  by  exr 
communication  or  odierw^ys.  And  Paul  feen^ 
to  allude  unto.it,  when  he  faid  unto  the  Ga- 
latians,  "  I  would  they  were  even  cut  off 
that  trouble  you  f^" 

*  The  original  word  is  n*)D,  and,  literally,  fignlfies 
to  lop  off  a  branch  from  a  tree.  But  it  is  niprc  frequent- 
ly ufed  in  a  metaphorical  fenfe.  When  God  himfclf  is 
faid  to  CUT  OFF,  it  feems  to  import  death  from  his  im- 
mediate hand  :  At  other  times  it  may  import  death  at  the 
hands  of  men.  It  cannot  always  be  taken  either  in  the 
one  or  the  other  of  thefe  fenfes,  however ;  but  muft 
fometimes  fignify  a  cujtino  off'  by  church-cenfure. 
In  the  cafe  before  us,  the  perfons,  who  neglecled  to  cif- 
ctujicife  their  feed,  were  to  be  excluded  themfelves  from 
ilic  focicty  of  the  Church,  as  contemners  of  the  initia- 
ting feal  of  God*s  Covenant ;  and  their  feed  kept  out  of 
it  until  they  were  circumcifed  by  others  :  Or,  if  it  was 
neglcifted  till  they  grew  up,  imtiLthcy  did  it  themfelves. 
\  ide  Gilefp.  Aaron's  Kod.  Lib.  1.  chap,  v,  '  Leidekk. 
Dc  Rep,  Heb.  Lib,  JJl.  cap.  viii.  theC  7- 


f  Gal.  V.  12. 
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II.  It  was  alfo  propofccl,  on  this  head,  t<|. 
/liew,  How  thisi  ordinance  Ratified  this  cove^ 
nant.  ,  It  was  not  an  infignificant  rftc  j  but 
nobly  exprefllve  of  privileges  conveyed  by  this 
trania^Stion,  and  alfo  a  feal  for  the  confirma^ 
tion  of  it. 

1.  Circumcision  fealed  this  covenant,  as 
it  prefigured  the  blood  and  righteoufhefs  of 
the  Mefliah,  by  which  the  promifes  (hould  be 
ratified  in  due  time :  ''  and  he  received  the 
fign  of  circumcifion,  a  feal  of  the  righteouf- 
ijefs  of  faitli^  'which  he  had,  being  yet  uncir- 
cnmcilcd  * ."  As  Abraham  was  a  type  of  Chrift, 
becaufe  the  promifes  were  made  unto  him-a^ 
well  as  unto  Chrift  ;  fo  he  was  like  ways  a  type 
of  him,  as  he  and  all  his  covenanted  feed  flied 
their  blood  foi*  the  ratificatuJn  of  thefe  pro- 
mifes. But  their  being  typical  in  one  refpeA 
does  not  imply,'  that  they  were  fb  in  all  things: 
For  they  enjoyed  Ipiritual  privileges,  as  well  as 
typical  ones;  and  they  performed  moral  as 
well  as  ceremonial  worfhip  in  like  manner. 

2.  Circumcision  fealed  this  covenant,  as 
it  contained  an  emblematical  rcprefentation  of 
mortification  of  tlic  body  of  fin,  which  is  one 
of  the  diftinguifbcd  bleffings  of  it.  In  this  fa- 
crament  there  was  a  cutting  off  a  part  of  the 
natural  body;  and  the  thing  fignificxl  is  ex- 

♦  Il<»iu.  iv»  11 
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prefled  by  the  name  of  this  ordinance^  in  the 
iacred  oracles  **  Hence,  the  precept,  circpin- 
cifc  the  fore-lldn  of  your  heart,  is  of  the  fatne 
import  wth  "  Mortify,  therefore,  your  memr 
bei's  which  are  upon  the  earth. 

3.  This  ordinance  confirmed  the  covenant, 
as,  by  the  obfcrvance  of  it,  perfons  declared 
their  acceptance  c^  covenant^romifes  and  pri" 
\dleges;  and  theii^  Ingagement  to  the  perfor- 
mance of  all  covenant--daties«  Accordingly, 
the  circumcifed  perfon  became  bound  to  ful- 
fil the  whole  law»  Circumcifion  was  not  only 
a^  token  for  good  to  the  perfon,  as  it  gave  the 
worthy  receiver  an  aifiirance  of  the  accom- 
plifhment  of  God's  pronufes  j  but  alfo  a  badge 
of  the  profeflion  of  the  true  religion,  reftored 
to,  and  prefervcd  in  the  fanuly  of  Abraham.  , 

FOURTHLY,  The  Occasions  of  this  Co- 
venant are  to  be  confidered  in  the  laft  place. 

I  •This  <^ovenant*reiiovation  with  Abra- 
ham obtained  after  be  had  been  guilty  of  A* 
dultery  with  Hagar.  This  part  of  his  conduA 
implied  in  it  a  complication  of  evils.  It  was 
not^  only  a  diftruft  of  God's  promife  relpeiiliiig 
his  feed,  by  taking  improper  means  for  the 
accomplifhment  of  it;  but  alfo  a  do>vn-rigIit 
violation  of  jhat  order  which  Xxod  eftabliftied} 

*  Dcut,  XXX.  6. 

when 
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"whtn  he  created  man  male  and  female.  Tho^ 
the  patriarch  was  a  gr^at  believer;  yet  he 
greatly  failed  in  that  very  grace  in  which  he 
excelled :  Tbough  he  was  Arong  in  faith ;  ytt 
(6  weak  as  to  yield  to  Sarah^s  folicitations, 
when  (he  profK^d  an  imlawftLl  expedient  for 
the  ac^imipfiifament  of  a  former  covenant- 
grant.  But  his  tranfgreflion  could  not  make 
the  covenant  of  none  effect:*  This  renovation 
of  it  was  a  new  proof  of  God's  fovercignty 
and  iaithftibieis. 

2.  It  was  renewed  after  Graham  had  been 
duiftiied  for  his^  adultery,  by  the  difcord  which 
took  place  in  his  family.  While  Hagar  va« 
laed  herfelf  6n  her  conception,  her  miftreis 

,  was  deipiied  in  her  eyes :  and  her  comempt  of 
^arai  could  not  fail  to  draw  down  her  miflrefs's 
reientment,  both  on  Abraham  and  the  hand* 
maid*  Abraham  delivered  the  hand-maid  into 
the  power  of  ber  miftrefs :  Sarah  aiHtded  her 
fo  fcverely,  that  fbe  fled  from  her  prefence  ; 
and  would  have  gone  back  to  her  native  conn* 
try,  had  ihe  not  been  prohibited  by  an  angel 
of  the  Lord*  Thcfc  vehement  contefts  could 
not  but  fill  the  patriarch's  mind  with  bitter  rc- 
morie  ;  and  leave  a  fting  in  his  confcience  for 
violating,  at  once,  the  law  of  nature  and  his 
marriage^o  venan  t  • 

3.  Ik  one  word,  This  covenant-renovation 
^^lUuiud  Qi  the  ninetieth  and^  ninth  year  of  A* 

braham's 
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braham's  life :"  Twenty-four  years  ^erJiis  ciU 
from  Ur  of  the  Chaldees  :  And  feventecn  year* 
after  the  laft  covenanting  in  which  Abi-aham 
had  been  eAg^ed.  In  the  interval  between 
the  firft  and  fecond  inftances  of  covenanUng^ 
God  paid  many  vifits  to  the  patriarch ;  but, 
between  the  fecpnd  and  this  third  inftance  of 
it,  we  read  not  of  fb  much  as  one.  It. is  not 
improbable,  that  God  hid  his  face  from  hini| 
for  fuch  a  long  fpace  of  time,  as  a  fttrthec 
chaflifement  of  his  diflimulation  and  adulteryi 

^  Now,  Thefe  things  rendered  covenlnt-rc- 
novation  extremely  proper  at  this  time.— ^ 
To  dcmonftrate,  that  neidier  the  fin  of  covc^ 
nanters,  nor  God's  pa,temal  chaftifement  of 
them  do  make  the  covenant-promifes  of  none* 
cffeA.  Though  God  vifit  the  iniquities  of  hfa 
covenanted  children  with  the  rod,  and- thai 
for.  a*  very  long  time';  yet  he  will  not  remove 
his:^  loving  kindnef^  from  them,  nor  fuffer  his 

faitfafolnefs  to- fail. To  rectify  Abraham'* 

/  miftoke  refpciSling  the  promifed  Seed.  For- 
merly he  was  fiifpicious,  that  the  blefled  Seed 
might  fpring  from  his  ftewai'd,  and  not  from 
himfelf :  Now  he  nright  be  ready  to  imagmci 
that  he  would  ipring  froni  the  liond-woman^ 
and  to  take  Ifhmael  for  his  anceftor ;  But  thi« 
tranfaiStion  taught  him,  to  look  for  the  ac- 
complilhment  of  the  promife  by  the  free-wo- 
man.^  'The  renovation  of  the  covenaftt  was 

<lelaycd  till  this  time,  and  no  longer,  that  the 

'    ""  '  faith- 
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faith  of  Abraham  might  b^  tried  with  waiting 
God's  time^  on  the  one  hand ;  and  his  impa- 
tience alio  chaftifed,  which  impelled  him  to 
g^afp  at  comfort^  before  it  was  given  liim>  on 
the  other*  The  patriarch  was  taught  to  look 
over  human  ability^  imto  divine  ibverciignty^ 
for  aU  he  had  to  expc&  by  this  covenant. 
Had  the  promife  of  making  Sarah  a  mother 
been  given  at  an  earlier  period,  lefs  of  God> 
would  have  been  fc^n  in  the  accomplifhment 
of  it ;  but  now  diere  is  no  room  to  afcribe  that 
event  unto  any  other* 


P     A     R     T        IV* 

Gen.  xxii.  15 — 18« 

IN  furveying  this  Tranfa^oji,  1  fliall  follow 
the  £ime    method    as  in  the  foregoing 
Part. 

1PIRST,  1  muft  giv6  a  Ihort  view  of  the 
Parties  covenanting* 

I*  The  firftpai'ty  is  denominated  "  Ttti; 
Akgel  of  -the  Lord.*  He  is  the  very  fame 
angel  who  ftopt  the  flaughtei*  of  Ifaac  r  "  And 
the  angel  of  the  Lord  called  to  him  out  o£ 
Jxeaven^  ajad  faid,  Abrahatp^  Abra]b,aiQt  And 
^         Z  t^i" 
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he  faid^  Here  am  I.  And  he  faid,  Lay  not 
thine  hand  upon  the  lad,  neither  do  thou  any 
thing  to  him :  for  now  I  know  that  thou  fear- 
eft  God,  feeing  thou  haft  not  with-hcld  thy 
jfbn,  thine  only  fon  from  me. — And  the  angel 
of  the  Lord  called  unto  Abraham  out  of  hca-* 
ven  the  fecond  time*."  He  who  (pake  unto. 
Abraham  the  fecond  time,  is  the  very  fame 
perfoh  from  whom  the  patriarch  did  not  with- 
hold his  fon,  even  his  only  fon  ;  of  confequence, 
he  can  be  no  other  than  the  uncreated  an  GEL 
OF  THE  COVENANT  :  For  Abraham  never  in- 
tended to  offer  Ifaac  unto  an  inferior  one  f . 
The  name  a  no  el  imports  miflion ;  or  he  who 
is  fent*  When  it  is  applied  to  the  Son  of  God, 
it  denotes  his  being  the  fent  of  God  for  the 

♦  Gen.  xxH.  11,  12.  and  ver.  1^. 

f  Dr  WUlet  imagined  it  was  a  created  angel  who  an- 
nounced this  promife  unto  tlie  patriarch  ;  but  the  rea* 
fons  he  affign«  for  liia  opinion  are  bj  no  means  decifvref 
*'  This  angel  (fays  the  Dr)  was  not  Chrift  ;  for  the  aft- 
gel  addetli^  by  myfelf  have  i  fwom,  faith  the  Lord,'  he 
ipeaketh  then  in  the  perfon  of  the  Lord,  as  being  n«t 
the  Lord  himiclf ;  bnt  Chrift,  being  God,  would  have 
fpoken  in  his  oym  perfon."  Granting  it  vai  the  Father 
who  fwore.  Why  might  not  Chrift,  as  the  meflengcr  of 
the  Father,  reveal  his  purpofe  ? — ^Why  way  he  not  /peak 
in  the  name  of  the  Father,  faying.  Thus  saith  the 
Lord?  But  there  is  no  neceifity  to  underftand  this  (wear- 
ing of  the  Father,  This  was  common  ftyle  when  a  di* 
vine  jicrfon  ipoke  unto  the  prophets,  Jer.  i.  7*  S*  ^*f 
a  further  illuftration  of  this  fubjed:,  fee  Donch.  dcTn- 
bus  Elohim,  p-.3t.    ,Dr  Owen  on  Heb.  vi.  13,  M* 

felvation 
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falvattoii  of  men  * .  When  this  Angel  deals  with 
men,  by  waj  of  foederal  tranfa&ion,  he  reveals 
the  Father's  will,  as  a  prophet ;  and  they  re- 
{lipulate  obedience  unto  him,  as  a  king. 

2.  The  other  party  is  Abraham,  and  his 
£bn  Ifaac.  Abraham  is  the  only  per  (on  men- 
tioned in  the  (acred  hiftory,  indeed ;  but  Ifaac 
ieems  to  be  alfo  included,  as  he  was  taken  a- 
long  with  his  father  unto  mount  Moriah.     Be- 


•  ^*  Vox  ThVo  nomen  eft  officii^  fignificat  eniiii  ljega- 
**  TVM,  NUNCiVM,  MissuM.  Quidam  ab  ']Vn  dcducunt, 
*' h.  c.  iviT,  AMBULAviT,  tranfpofita  litcra  H  et  cadem 
^^  in  M  mutata,  lit  fit,  qui  mandatum  habeat  a  fuo  Domi^ 
^'  no,  eundi  ad  aliquid  ammncianduin  vel  efficiendmn. 
*^Alii  dici  piitant,  quafi  *|^  JTO  Q.U1D  tibi  f  h.  e.  quid 
'^  novi  adfcrs  f  Sed  haec  allufio  podus  eft,  quam  vera  iu>- 
^  tatio.  Comniodius  fignificado  a  nomine  HDM^D  dedu- 
*'  citur  (quod  ab  inuficato  ^K^  eflc  YOlimt)  quod  fignificat 
"  OPUS,  INDUSTXIAM,  MiNiSTEKiUM.  Ad  opm  eniiu 
'*  mittentis  perficiendiim  "JH^D  leg  at  us  xnittitur.  Tri- 
*'  buitur  autera  in  fcriptura  facra,  I.  Hominibus,  Gen. 
*' xxxii.  3.  II.  SacerdotibnSj  Prophetic,  Ef.  xlii.  ^9, 
'^  Mai.  xi.  7.  ch.  iii.  i.  III.  Spiritibus  Coeleftibus^  Geii. 
"  xxviiL  12.  ch*  xxxii.  i.  Pfal.  xxxiv.  8.  IV.  Tandem 
**  xmr  €j«;c4f  FiLio  Dei,  fecundx  Trinitatis  perfonx  tri- 
*'  buitiir,  ut  in  allegatis  fupra  locis}  notatqnc  (uti  ipfum 
''  oilendit  etymon)  fan<5HlSraiun  ejus  olHcium,  quod  fcil. 
'^  miflus  fnit  a  Deo  Patre  ad  exfequendiun  redemtionis 
*'  opus,  Md  explicatio  habetur,  £fa«  Ixi.  i.  feqq.  Cum- 
"  que  Cbriihis  fit  avrW,  i  D  E  m^  heri,  hodie,  et  in  fecula, 
*'  Heb.  xiii.  8,  igitur  in  veteri  etiam  Tcftamento,  ejus, 
''  quod  obiturus  crat,  muneri$  fpecinien  quoddam  edidit, 
**  dum  patribus  et  piis  V.  T,  in  vifibili  fo;*ma  apparens^ 
**  divinsb  voluntatis  intcmuncium  e^t,  operaque  divina 
*^  inter  illos  prseftitit."  Glass.  Onomatolog.  Meffias 
Proph^.  apu4  nouKn  Angel  us,     . 

Z  2  fides 
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(ides  this,  the  Pfahxuft  obferves,  that  the  co- 
venant was  confirmed  to  Ifaac  by  an  oath  *: 
Now,  this  is  the  only  inftance  in  which  Go^ 
interpofed  with  an  oath  to  him,  fb  far  as  wc 
know.  Ifaac  had  been  folemnly  deelared  a 
covenanter  when  he  was  but  ?ight  days  old  j 
and  now,  when  he  had  arrived  at  the  age  of 
twenty-five  years,  it  was  proper  to  renew  his 
covenant-engagements  in  his  own  perfon.  And, 
in  this  relpeA,  he  became  an  example  unto 
every  perfon,  early  dedicated  unto  God,  in  e- 
vel-y  fucceeding  period ;  teaching  them  to  mako 
a  grateful  return  for  their  privilege^,  by  a  (b- 
lemn  renovation  of  their  engagements  unto 
the  Lord. 

SECONDLY,  The  next  branch  of  the  fub^ 
jeiSt  is  the  Pahts  of  this  Covenant,  They 
^onfift  in  a  clufter  of  prpmifes,  on  the  part  of 
God,  which  are  expreffcd ;  and  correfpondent 
duties,  on  the  part  of  Abraham  and  Ifaac^ 
which  are  implied, 

,  As   to  the  divine  promifes  contained  in  this 
covenant,  they  were  cither, 

I.  Such  as  had  been  made  in  former  tranA 
a«5tions,  and  renewed  in  this  one  :  For  example. 
The  promife  of  blessing  the  patriarch f;  as 
alfo  the  promife  ofMULTiFLYiNQ  bim>  which 

♦  Pfal.  cv,  9.     \  Gen,  xU.  2»  cotnp,  wth  Gen.  xxU.  i  ?• 

had 
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had  been  renewed  aftener  tlian  once  before 
this  time  *:  And  as  to  that  declaration,  "  In 
thy  Seed  fhall  all  the  natipns  of  the  earth  be 
blessed;"  it  is  an  aniplification  of  former 
grants.  In  the  firft  tran{aAion,  the  promife 
Was  exprefled  thus,  '^  In  th<?e  fliall  all  the  fa-  ' 
nulies  of  thp  earth  be  blcflTed-j^:"  But  in  this 
one,  it  runs  thus,  "  In  thy  Seed  fliall  all  the. 
nations  of  the  earth  bless  themselves;}:." 

Taken 

*  Gen.  xii.  2.  compared  with  chap.  xiii.  16.  chapT.  xv. 
f .  ,chap.  Axii.  17.         f  Gen.  xxii.  3. 

%  Gen.  xxii.  18.—-''  Pretereundmn  etiam  non  eft 
^*  notabilisy  quae  occnrrit,  locutionis  diverfitas.  Abra- 
"  hamo  identidcm  dicit  Dens,  inte  "Oin^l  B^NEDIC  EN- 
"  TUR  omnes  fajniUae  terrae.  Gen,  xii.  3,  and  xviii;  18. 
"  Sed  de'Scmine  Abraham!  dicitur,tP*innni  ET  BLKK- 
^'  DICENT  SIBI  IN  Semine  tuo  omnes  nationes  ter- 
^*  r«,  Gen.  xxii.  18.  Quod  de  Semine  liaaci  repctittir, 
*' Gen.  xxvi.  4.  fbiz.  alio  modo  benedicimur  in  Abra- 
^^  hamo  >  aliter  in  ipfius  Semine,  Chriilo.  In  Abrahamo, 
'*  ut  in  typo  et  exemplari  :  in  Chrifto,  nt  benedicflionii 
'^  caufa  meritoria^  et  vero  datori^  Eph.  i.  3.  Neqiie 
'^  foliun  benedicimiu*,  fed^  et  benedicimus  nobis  in 
^'  Chriilo,  cum  nt  benedi^ionis  ad  nos  dimanantis  fon* 
^'  tern  et  Scaturiginem  agnolcentes  et  celebrantes.  Qyd 
**  benedicet  fibi  in  te/ra,  benedicet  fibi  in  Deo  verita- 

''  tis.  If.  Ixv.   i6.'*     Witf.    De    Oecon,   Foed. The 

meaning  of  which  is,  in  fhort :  There  is  notable  diver*^ 
fity  of  phrafe,  wliich  onght  not  to  be  difregarded  5  for, 
in  Gen.  xii.  3.  and  xviii.  iS.  God  faid  to  Abraliaxn,  '^  In 
thee  fliall  all  the  families  of  tlie  eaathbe  blessed."  Bat 
in  Gen.  xxii.  18.  it  is  faid  of  tlie  Seed  of  Abraham, 
•'  Nations  fhall  bless  themselves  in  hjm  :"  That  is, 
they  are  blefled  in  Abraham  only  as  the  type  and  exem- 
plar ;  in  Chriil,  as  the  meritorious  caufe  and  tiiie  aur 
thor,  8cc,    Our  trajiflatgrs  haVe  not  gbfcivcd  the  diftinc 

tion 
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Taken  in  this  light,  which  is  the  only  one  con- 
fiftent  with  the  facred  original,  it  points  out 
not  only  the  fpecial  obje*a:  of  faith, — the 
BLESS  &D  Seed;  but  alfo  the  peculiar  nature 
of  it  :  For,  when  perfons  blcfs  thetnfelves  in 
this  Seed,  they  aj^ropriate  "to  themfelves  all 
thofe  bleffings  wiUi  ^vhich  he  is  ftored. 

?.  There  was  an  additional  promife  Sub- 
joined  to   thofe  previous  grants:   **  And  thy 
feed  (hall  poflcfi  the  gates  of  their  enemies/*' 
Gates  were  anciendy  the  (eat  of  judgment  and 


tion  between  thf  di£Perent  forms  of  the  Hebrew  verb, 
indeed  ;  but  Munftcr,  the  Tigurine  tranflators,  and  Pif- 
l^ator  liave  all  adverted  to  it  r  and  tranilated  according* 
ly»  Matthias  Flacius  lllyricas  is  copious  on  this  dirc- 
rence  of  expreiGon*  "  Ter  repetita  eft  promiffio  erga  A- 
''  braham ;  quarto  er^a  Ifaacum;  et  quinto  ad  Jacobum, 
'^  priores  diue,  et  ultima^  funt  in  Niphal^  feu  paffiva  voce: 
''  lit  reiftevertatur,  fiENEDiCETUR.  pofterioresverodu^, 
**  tertia  et  qnarta,  in  Hitbpael^'  feu  reciproca  voce:  ut 
*'  verti  queaty  fienedicent  fe,  id  eft,  beatas  fe  efli^  agno- 
**  fceiit,  ac  gloriabuutur  ob  femen  Abraham.  Priores  ergo 
**  dvL^t,  et  ultima,  fententiae,  diferte  loquunitur  de  paffiva 
*'  beneditfiione,  qua;  continget  Gentibus,  ob  Abraham- 
<<  um  et  ejus  femen:  poftetiores  vero,.  de  agnitione  ac 
'*  celebrarione  illius  accepts  benedic^onis,  aut  proniiftae 
^^  felicitatis.  Admodum  autem  pulchre,  fidei^  aat  fide- 
^'  lis  credentifvc  hominis,  vis  aut  ingenium,  in  ilia  reci- 
'*  procatione  depingitur.  Nam  fides,  aut  fidens,  et  agno- 
f*  fcit,  fe  ob  iUud  femen  benedici ;  et  impetrat  fibi  ap- 
**  plicafionem  illius  benedidtioni^^  ad  thronum  gratis 
'^  cum  illo  ipfo  iemiiie  accidens ;  et  denique  femet  con* 
^  folatur  in  omnibus  difKcultatibus  ac  tentationibus,  fe 
^'  confinnando  de  ilia  Dei  benedi<*iionc."  Clavem  Script, 
npud  vocem  Benedicere. 

ftrcngth  ; 
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ftrength :  In  them  the  ciders  of  cities  fat  in 
council  J  in  them  the  armour  of  the  city  was 
depofited ;  and  from  thence  did  they  fally 
forth  againft  the  befiegers.  This  promifc  has 
been  accompliflied  to  the  Seed  of  Abraham  in 
every  fenfe  of  the  word.  In  the  literal  fenfe 
of  the  terms,  it  was  accorhplifhed,  both  in  the 
viSories  .of  Jofhoa  and  David  ;  they  not  only 
flcirmiftied  on  the  coafts  of  their  enemies,  but 
alfo  ftormed  their  fenced  cities,  and  entered 
their  citadels.  In  the  (piritual  (enie,  it  was 
iHn  more  amply  verified  in  the  victory  of  the 
Captain  of  our  Salvation :  He  ere Aed  his  king- 
dom, and  fwayed  his  fceptre,  even  where  Sa- 
tan had  his  feat.  This  was  not  only  accom- 
plifhed  in  the  conqueft  of  the  Gentile  nations 
by  the  golpel  j  but  is  alfo  daily  fulfilled  in  the 
converfion  of  every  particular  believer.  Prior 
to  converfion,  every  heart  is  a  ftrong-hold,  for- 
tified by  all  the  art  of  hell,  to  hold  out  againft 
theL£Ai>£R  OF  THE  People.  But  his  wea- 
pons are  mighty  to  the  pulling  down  of 
STRONG-HOLDS.  And  all  his  people  fhall  be 
more  than  conquerors  through  him. 

THIRDLY,  I  fhall  next  advert  unto  the  ; 
OATH  which  God  interpofed  for  the  Confir- 
mation of  tliis  Covenant;  The  writers  of 
both  Teftaments  fometinies  refer  to  this  fo- 
lemnity.  The  facred  hiftorian  declares,  thaf 
it  was  intimated  to  the  patriarch  himfelf,  by 
the  uncreated  angel  who  appeared  to  him  at 

this 
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this  time  :  "  And  the  angel  of  the  Lord  called 
unto  Abraham  out  of  heaven  the  fecond  time^ 
and  faid,  by  rnyfelf  have  I  fwom,  iaith  the 
Lord,  for  becaufe  thou  haft  done  this  thing, 
and  haft  not  with-held  thy  fbn,  thine  only  fbn. 
That  in  bleffing,^'  &c.  The  Apoftle^  however, 
comments,  at  large,  on  this  wonderful  ft^p  o£ 
divine  condefcenfion :  "  For  when  God  made 
promife  to  Abraham,  becaufe  he  could  (wear 
by^none  greater,  he  fware  by  himfelf,  faying. 
Surely  blelTing  I  will  blefs  thee,  and  multiply- 
ing I  will  multiply  thee .  For  men  verily  fwear 
by  the  greater :  and  an  oath  for  confirmatioti 
is  the  end  of  aU  ftrife.  Wherein  God,  will- 
ing more  abi^ndantly  to  fliew  unto  the  heirs  o£ 
proipife  the  immutability  of  his  c6unfel,  con- 
firmed it  by  an  oath  :  That,  by  two  immutable 
things,  in  which  it  was  impoftible  for  God  to, 
lie,  we  might  have  ftrong  confolation  who 
have  fled,  for  refuge,  to  lay  hold  on  the  hope, 
fet  before  us^."  1  might  have  enquired,  In 
what  manner  God  fwears  ;  and.  For  what  pur-, 
pofes  he  fwears ;  but  on  thefe  I  need  not  en- 
ter, conlidering  what  has  been  faid  on  the 
confirmation  of  Noah's  Covenant. 

FOURTHLY,  I  fhall  now  attend  unto  the 

<)ccAsioNS    of  this   Covenant.      It   obtained 

twenty-fix  yeais  after  the  infHtution  of  circum-* 

*ci£u)u  J  and  fifty  years  after  the  firft  feeder al 

♦  C^n^  xjdi,  I  jr~x7-  compared  with  Heb.  vi.  13— 18^ 

tranlavlSon 
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tranfadion  between  God  and  Abraham.  The 
(pace  of  time  between  this  and  the  laft  cove- 
nant^ which  is  upon  record,  is  filled  up  with 
many  fignal  mercies  on  the  part  of  God  ;  and 
ibme  adjs  of  obedience,  not  without  feveral  in- 
firmities, on  the,  part  of  Abraham. 

1.  God  xiia.de  a  gracious  vifit  to  the  patri- 
^ch  foon  after  he  had  celebrated  the  facra- 
anent  of  circumcifion.  As  a  freCh  proof  to  him 
at  this  time,  he  was  ][>leafed  to  unbofom  him- 
felf  relpeAuig  his  future  deligns,  particularly 
the  deltrudion  ofUbdom.  He  alfo  permitted 
Abraham  to  entreat  him  in  favour  of  that  wick- 
ed city,  and  (hewed  infinite  condefcenfion,  by 
the  attention  he  paid  to  his  fupplications.  But  " 
fuch  was  the  wickednefs  of  Sodom,  that  the 
patriarch  could  not  expe<5l  to  find  even  ten 
righteous  perfons  in  itj  which,  if  he  had,  it 
would  have  been  ipared  for  their  fakes ;  There** 
fore  he  was  obliged  to  defift  from  his  intcrcel^ 
fion.  The  divine  <;Qndefcenfion,  which  de- 
scended from  demanding  fifty  to  demand  on^ 
ly  ten  righteous  perfons,  was  eminently  glori- 
fied by  yielding  unto  the  inceflant  fupplica- 
tions  of  the  friend  of  God  :  And  it  ftill  inftruAs 
his  fervants  and  people  to  fiipplicate  {paring 
mercy,  on  the  behalf  of  finful  cities  and  na^ 
tions. 

2.  Abraham  had  alio  relapled  into  the  fiit 

of  di/limyjiation ;  and,  as  covenant-renovation 

*        A  a  became 
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became  proper  on  account  6f  it,  fo  tlie  fov^- 
reignty  of  divine  grace  was  fignally  diiplayed 
by  admitting  Abraham  to  join  in  this  duty  af- 
ter that  fall*  Divine  fbvereignty  mnft  cottie 
over  'multiplied  provocation^  after,  as  well  as 
before  converfion.    - 

3.  This  covenant  wasimide  with  Abraham 
after  he  had  received  a  partial  accompliftimei)^ 
of  a   diftinguifMng  promife  in  former  covfe- 

^ants.  God  had  afliired  him,  that  the  juftifi* 
cation  and  falvation  bf  his  foul  dej^nded,  in 

•  Ibnae  meaiure,  on  the  fruit  of  his  body.  He 
law  meet,  however,  to  make  a  conlidcrable 
interval  between  the  making  of  th*  promife 
and  the  accomplifliment  of  it ;  but  that  inter^ 
val  was  now  elapfed/    Now  the  accomplifh- 

.ment  of  this  promife,  relpeding  a  Seed,  was 
^m  eameft  of  the  accomplifiiment  of  all  the  reft: 
The  birth  of  Ifaac  wasa  certain  prelude  of  the 
birth  of  the  Meffiah,  in  the  fulrieft  of  time ; 
the  miraculous  circumflances  of  the  farmer  te- 
ipeding  the  {Hll  more  miraculous  circumflances 
of  the  latter. 

4.  Tniis  tranfai^on  to(^  place'after  tfhmael, 
the  fon  of  the  bond-woman,  had  perfccuted 
Ifaac,  the  fon  of  the  free-woman.  This  per- 
fccution  feems  to  have  commenced  when  Ifaac 
was  weaned,  which  was  about  the  fifth  year 
of  his  life ;  and  alfb  at  the  beginning  of  that 
four  himdred  years  which  had  been  mentioned 

-     .  in 
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in  the  fecond  tronfadtion  ^th  tlHS  patriarch, 
which  wc  have  confldered  above.  Prior  to 
the  birth  of  Ifaac,  Abraham,  was  affli^ed  for. 
the  want  of  feed ;  after  that  period  he  was 
afHi(9:ed  in  his  feed.  In  this  afifidion  the  pa-? 
triarch  was  chafidfed  for  his  adultery  with  Ha-? 
gar :  By  this  covenant  he  was  enabled  to  bear 
it  onto  the  glory  pf  God,  and  the  benefit  of  his 
own  foul :  By  it  he  was  afiured,  that  the  fon  - 
of  the  free-woman  fhould  not  be  caft  out  of 
the  covenant;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  confinnr 
^d  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  privileges  of  it :  As 
he  had  faid,  on  a  former  occafion,  ^^  But  my 
covenant  will  I  eflablifh  with  Ifaac,  whom. Sa- 
rah (hall  bear  unto  thee.^ 

f.  The  mpre  immediate  occafion  of  this 
tranfa<5tion  was,  the  amazing  trial  and  triumph 
of  Abraham's  faith,  when  he  received  the  ex- 
traordinary comtpand  to  o£^r  up  his  fon  Ifaac. 
Every  thing  about  it  is  remarkable,  therefore 
it  deferves  to  be  minutely  furveyed  on  all  fides. 
■  The  perlbn  whom  he  is  commanded  to 
ofier  is  Ifaac,  a  fon,  an  only  begotten  fon  in 
lawful  wedlock!  It  would  coft  many,  who 
fuppole  themlelves  faints,  much  reafoning  in 
their  own  minds,  to  give  their  fubftance  tg  the 
Lord  at  his  call :  But,  without  the  fmalleft  hcr 
fitation  or  delay,  Abraham  gives  up  his  fon. 
It^  would  have  been  much  to  have  demanded 
Ifhmael,  but  the  mandate  pitched  cxn  Ifaac, — 
that  fon  with  whom  the  covenant  had  been 
Aa  2  ctlablifhed, 
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eftabliflied^  and  from  whom  the  Meflfiah  was 
cxpeAed.    Hdw  hard  is  the  command,  in  cverjp^ 
point  of  view  !   Does  it  not  at  once  crufh  the 
feelings  of  natural  afiedion,  and  crofs  the  pro- 

mife'of  falvation  ? The  defign  of  ^this  m§il: 

wonderful  mandate  was,  at  once  to  try,  and 
advance  the  faith  of  the  patriarch,  as  well  as 
that  of  his  fons  in  aftw  ages.  There  was  fuck 
a  weight  of  afiU«5tion  in  this  dtfpenfation,  that 
one  might  well  imagine  it  would  draw  fuch  a 
flood  of  tears  from  his  eyes  as  might  be  (uffi- 
cient  to  blind  him ;  But  it  had  the  very  oppo- 
fite  effckSl ;  it  fcrved  as  a  typical  glafs,  in  which, 
he  beheld  the  work  of  ialvation.  If  Abraham, 
was  fo  ftrong  In  faith,  and  love  to  God,  as  not 
to  with-hold  his  only  begotten ;  God  fo  loved 
the  %i'orld,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten 
Ion,  that  whofoevcr  believeth  on  him  ftiould 
not  pcrifh,  but  have  cverlafting  life.  Had  A- 
braham  heard  that  another  had  got  the  com- 
miflion  to  facrifice  Ifaac,  it  had  been  hard  in- 
d:eed ;  but,  which  makes  th^  cafe  (till  harder^ 
•  die  awful  mandate  is  dire^ed  to  himljelf.  .He 
muft  a6t  the  prieft  in  this  dreadful  facrifice  ! 
:md  he  proceeded  without  repining,  or  ,difpu- 
ting,  that  he  might,  at  once,  reprefent  hinx 
who  was  infinitely  pleafed  to  broife  his 
own  fon ;  and  alfo  evidence  his  faith  in  him 
who  ^vas   able   to   raife   Ifaac  from  the  d^ad, 

even  although  he  h^d  been  facrificed. It 

muft  not  be   forgotten,  however,  that  every 
typical  reprcfcntation,  even  the  moft  glowing, 

^      comes 
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comes  fliort  fome  where,  when  compared  to  - 
the  glorious  fubftance.  Though  Ifaac  was  a 
type  of  Chrift,  as  bound  with  the  cqrd  and 
laid  upon  the  altar,  prefiguring  his  being 
bound  with  the  cords  of  love  ;  yet  he  was  al- 
io a  type  of  tjie  eleQ:,  in  rcfpeA  of  hisreleafe. 
As  God  fubftituted  a  ram,  for  a  burnt  ofFerhig,  - 
of  his  providing,  in  the  room  of  the  type  ;  fb 
he  fubftituted^  a  ranfom,  of  his  own  deviling, 
in  the    room   of  eleft  finners,  the  antitype  ^. 

Should  it  be  enquired.  How  this  aA  of 

obedience  made  way  for  this  cpvenant*renova- 
tion  ?  The  Angel  of  the  Covenant  accoimts  for 
it  in/ the  following  manner:  *^  Becaufe  thou 
haft  done  this  thing,  and  haft  not  vvith^held 
thy  fon,  thine  only  fon:  That  in  bleffing  I 
will  blefs  theef,''&c.  The  Jefiiits  make  a 
mighty  noife  about  merit,  when  explaining 
this  teflimony  of  the  angel :  But  Paul,  wTio 
underftood  it  infinitely  better,  finds  no  merit 
in  the  patriarch's  obedience  at  all  j  whether 
in  this  particular  a*ft,  or  in  all  the  parts  of  it 

♦' The  analogy  between .  tlic  type  and  the  antitype 
might  have  been  minutely  fifted,  and  copionfly  unfold* 
ed  ;  but  the  reader  will  pblerve,  that  a  full  confidera- 
tion  of  the  types  ii  belide  my  defign.  This  province 
has  already  been  occupied  by  others  :  Witnefs  -Ainfworth 
on  the  Pentateuch,  Dr  O^en  on  the  Hebrews,  Mather 
on  the  Types,  and  alfo  M'Ewen,  who  have  all  haiidled 
them  in  our  own  language;  and  Witfius,  who  has  been 
tranilated  into  it,  whom  fee  for  this  type  in  particular. 
Lib.  IV.  chap.  vi.J  26 — 29. 

I  Gen.  xxii,  ;6,  r?. 

taken 
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taken  together:  "  W^hat  (hall  we  fay  thex^ 
that  Abraham^  dur  father  as  pertaining  to  the 
fleih,  hath  found  ?  For  if  Abraham  were  jufH- 
fied  by  works,  he  hath  whereof  to  gloryj  but 
not  before  God.  For  what  faith  the  fcriptnre  I 
Abraham  l)elieved  God,  and  it  was  counted 
unto  him  for  righteoofnels  */'  The  truth  is, 
this  a&  of  obedience  was  the  fruit  of  faith,  and 
Abraham  fetched  all  his  fapplics  of  grace  and 
ftrength  from  God  himfelf  for  the  performance 
of  it.  God  was  alfo  gracioufly  pleafed  to  re- 
ward thefe  noble  difpofiticms,  which  his  owi| 
grace  had  excited,  with  farther  manifeftations 
of  his  mercy.  Is  not  the  reward  then  all  of 
grace  ?  Where  then  is  the  place  of  merit  ? 

* 
1  SHALL  now  otkr  A>pie  Reflections  on 
what  has  been  advanced   on  the  Abrahamic 
Covenant. 

!•  Though  there  were  many  things  in  it 
peculiar  to  the  Old  Tcftamejat  oeconomy ;  yet, 
the  greater  part  of  it  is  addrefled  to,  and  of 
perpetual  obligation  in  the  Goipel  Church. 
'I'o  fet  this  matter  in  an  eafy  pomt  of  view,  it 
may  be  obfcrvcd,  That,  as  Abraham  was  at 
ctnce  a  type  and  a  faint,  fo  there  are  promifes 
made  to  liim,  and  duties  enjoined  him^  in  the 
-former  refpcA  as  well  as  in  the  latter :  Such 
as,  the  pronuie  of  an  heir  of  his  own  body  j  a 

♦  Rom*  IT.'  r-^3 
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nraltitudd^of  feed,  according  to  the  flefh;'  and 
their  pofleflfibu  of  Canaan.  It  miift  be  obfer-  . 
ved,  however,  though  the  clothing  of  many 
of  the  promifcs  was  figurative,  yet  they  con- 
tained (fHritual  privileges  under  it,  even  Inch  as  . 
true  faith  was  capable  of  difceming.  There 
were  alio  duties,  correfponding  in  their  nature 
unto  thefe  privileges ;  and  thefe  were  iblenm 
coilrik'madons  of  all  the  promifes  which  were 
conferred  upon  him :  Such  as,  ciraimcifion, 
facrifice,  &c.  But  thefe  are  luperfedcd 
imd^r  the  better  oeconomy :  The  facnfice  of 
the  Son  of  God  having  made  tlie  facrifice 
and  oblation  to  cea(e ;  while  baptifm  holds  the 
place  of  circumcifion  in  the  Gofpel  Gfaiu'ch. 
But,  though  we  readily  grant,  that  fome 
things  in  this  covenant  are  typical ;  yet  it  by 
no  means  follows,  that  all  things  in  it  were  of 
diat  nature.  Itmight  beeafilyfliown,  that  the 
moft  capital  promifes  of  this  covenant  are  tranf^ 
ferrcd,  by  the  great  promifer,  unto  the  mem* 
bcrs  of  the  Gofpel  Church :  For  example,  that 
promife,  **  I  will  be  a  God  unto  thee,''  &c. 
ftands  alfo  in  the  new  Covenant,  *^  I  will  be 
imto  them  a  God.''  Some  fondly  imagine, 
indeed,  that  fuch  promifes  contain  only  tem- 
poral and  typical -bleflings :  But  I  would  glad- 
ly know,  How  God  can  be  a  typical  God  unto 
any  ?  We  five  in  an  age  in  which  men  ieem  to 
exceed  old  Origen  himfelf,  in  fondnels  to  alle- 
gorize. God  Jbimfelf,  and  all  things  under 
Jxim,  are  turned  into  fliadow,  or  allegory,  to 
'  make 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


19^       DISSERTATION     II.      Part  4. 

make  way  foi'  a  favourite  hypottu^.  One 
bold  writer  ftrikes  out  body  from  the  Bft  of 
realities  ;  another. cuts  off fpirit  from  the  (ame 
lift ;  a  third  fears  not  to  aver,  That  God  was 
only  a  figurative  God,  unto  the  children  of 

.  Ifrael  at  leaft  !  But  happy  are  thofe  pe'rfons,— 
happy  that  people,  whofe  God  is  Jehovah.. 
^The  Moft  High  is  a  God  and  portion  to  his 
people,  w^hout  a  figure,  after   all   that  mei^ 

can  fay  about  it. As  to  the  duties  required, 

they  are  of  perpetual  obligation  j  as  the  pro- 
mifes  are  for  pei-pctual  confblation :  Such  as, 
faith  in. God's  promife  ;  hence' New Teftament 
faints  are  faid  te  walk  in  t  h  E  foot  steps  of, 
THE  FAITH  OF  ABRAHAM*.  The , patriarch's 
walking  befo&e  God  is  alfo  much  a-kin  unto 
the  duties  required  in  the  ffrft  commandment 
of  the  decalogue.  Should  any  enquire.  If  tjic 
Abrahamic  Covenant,  under  the'  notion  of  a 
covenant,  be  extended  unto  the  Gofpel  Church  i 
Let  the  Apoftle  Peter  anfwer,  **  Ye    are  the 

;  children  of  the  prophets,  aiid  of  the  covenant 
which  God  made  with  our  fathers,  faying  un- 
to Abraham,  And  in  thy  Seed  (hall  all  the  kin- 
dreds of  the  eartli  be  blefled.  Unto  you  firft  God, 

-  having  raifed  up  his  Son  Jefixs  Chriift,  fent  him 
to  blefs  you,  in  turning  away  every  one  of  you 
from  his  iniquities  f."  Though  Peter  delivered 
this  fermon  to  Ifraelites,  yet  he  was  exhiWung 
and  pffering  privileges  which  belonged  to  the 

•  Rom.  iv.  12.         t  Aifb  iii.  2 $^26. 
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taembdrs  6f  the  Gbfpel  Cluitch ;  this  fermou 
being  delivered  after  that  Church  was  confti* 
tated*  The  faA  is,  this  covenant  was  con- 
tinued in  the  Gofpel  Church,  Avhen  the  na- 
tui-al  bl'anches  were  broken  biff;  and,  for'  a 
very  long  time,  caft  out,  with  fuch  alterations 
and  enlargements  as  her  cafe  Required.  Many, 
at  this  time,  fuppol^  themfelves  to  be  the  chil^ 
dren  of  Abraham,  and  unagiiie  they  are  en- 
tided  to  a  higher  place  in  his  family  than  o^ 
thers ;  but,  at  the  faii^e  time,  they  imagine, 
they  tilay  cxcUfe  themfelves  from  imitating 
him  in  this  part  of  his  conduA  .*  They  may  be 
very  good  children  in  his  family,  though  they 
never,  like  him,  enter  into  covenant  with 
God.  '  But  i[hch  perfbns  would  do  well  to  con- 
fider  the  charaiftcriftic  of  Abraham^s  family, 
drawn  by  Truth  itfelf :  '*  Jefiis  faith  unto  them, 
If  ye  were  Abraham's  children,  ye  would  do 
the  works  of  Abraham/'  As  it  is  vain  to  boaft 
of  inward  faith  and  outward  privileges,  %\ith- 
out  charity ;  fo  it  ia  equally  vain  to  glory  in 
the  moft  folemn  profeflioris  of  charity,  in  the 
modem  fenfc  of  the  v/ord,  while  perfons  ne- 
gled:  the  principal  Uneament  in  his  charaAer, 
and  the  principal  branch  of  his  condutt  rcf-- 
IpeAing  the  highell  of  objeiSts- — his  Maker. 

2.  Self-denial  is  a  peculiar  chafatfteriftic 

of  genuine  covenanters*      How  much   of  'this 

grace   and  duty -is    exemplified  in  Abraham  ! 

He  IS  denied  to  his  native  coiuitry,  his  father's 

•     *  B  b  houfe, 

-   / 
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houfe,  and  his  own  people ;  yea,  and  his  own 
.fon  alfo.  In  him  was  hotably  fulfilled  that  fo- 
lemn  injun&ion  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  con- 
cerning felf-denial,  which  he  an^lifies  to  the 
following  purpofe :  ***If  any  m^  come  to  me, 
and  HATE  NOT  (diat  is,  to  love  only  in  an  in- 
ferior dtegree ;  or  to  hate  ccmiparatively)  fa- 
ther and  mother,  and  wife  and  children,  and 
brethren  and  fifters ;  yea,  and  his  owii  life  al- 
io, he  cannot  be  my  difciple/' 

3.  The  motions  of  divine  providence,  tho' 
ever  fubfervient  to  the  accomplifhment  of  his 
word,  do  not  always  run,  according  to  human 
appearance^  in  a  dire<3:  line  to  that  end.  Pro- 
vidence fometimes  moves  in  an  oblique,  fome- 
times  in  an  oppofite  dire<5tion,  as  it  were,  imto 
the  word  ;  but  it  always  reacheth  the  defired 
iqpd  at  laft.  How  intricate  were  the  motions 
of  providence — ^How  various  its  windings,  to- 
wards conferring  a  feed  on  Abraham. !  But  the 
accomplifhment  of  the  prcxmife  was  as  a  key 
unto  them  all.  It  evidenced  every  entire  part, 
however  oppofite  like  unto  the  general  defign, 
confpired  to  foi-m  a  beautiful  whole,  and  was 
even  requiiite  to  couftitute  and  complete  it« 
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Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


DISSERTATION     lU, 


ON    ISAACS   COVENANT. 
Gen.  xxvl.  2 — 5. 


^  S  the  grace  of  God  was  manifefted  to 
Noah  and  Abraham  in  the  way  of  foe-  . 
d'eral  trarifaiSlion ;  fo  It  was  continued 
to  Ifi^c  byway  of  cdveriaht-renovation.  .The 
ddArihe  of  covenant-renovation  is  as  jplain  in 
itfelf  as  any  doiftrine  of  diviiie  revelation ;  but 
the  craft  of  Satan  has  nfed  many  efforts  to  ob- 
fcure  it,  while  fome'  men  imagined  they  foimd 
their  account  in  contributing  to  the  fame  pur- 
pofe.  ^  If  we.  i?iean  to  avoid  the  ftumbling- 
bfocks  which  have  been  caft  in  the  way,  the 
moft  propet  courfe  is,  to  attend  unto  the  fa- 
cred  mftbry  of  the  foederal  tranfa Aions  between 
God  and  his  Church  j  and  to  lurvey  the  pro- 
grefe  of  cdvenan ting  work,  from  its  very  be- 
ginning until  npwt 
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In  confidering  this  tranfaAion,  in  pai'ticular, 
I  fliall— !•  Shew  who  are  the  Parties  in  this  Co- 
venant.— II.  What  repetition  of  former  cove- 
nants obtained  at  this  time. — ^DI.  What  addi^ 
tions  were  made  unto  former  tranfaAions. — 
IV.  The  Occafions  of  this  Tranfadtioa,- — ^.\nd 
then  add  a  few  Reflexions. 

FIRST,  I  (hall  fliew  who  are  the  Parties 
in  this  Covenant. 

I.  As  to  the  firft  party,  there  arc  two  con^* 
fiderations  which  pcrfuade  mc  he  is  no  Other 
than  the  Son  of  God;  Firft,  He  is  the  very 
lame  peiTon  who  appeared  to,  and  covenanted 
with  Abraham ;  "  I  will  perform  the  oath 
wliich  I  fwarc  mitx>  Abraham  thy  father  * .''  And 
this  perfon  who  fware  to  Abraham  was  no  o* 
tiler  than  the  Angel  of  the  Covenant,  as  we 
have  already  feen.  Secondly,  It  is  only  com- 
petent to  die  Son  to  appear  in  vifible  fhape,  as 
he  IS  the  only  jperfon  who  intended  to  aflume 
human  nature.  The  word  appeared^  it  is 
granted,  fomctimes  fignifies  an  inward  repre- 
ientation  unto,  or  impreflion  on  tlic  mind  ;  bnt 
the  primary  and  proper  fignification  of  tho 
term  is,  to  make  a  visible  appearance; 
In  this  lenfe  it  is  nfed  m  the  text  before  us,  as 
well  as  many  other  places  *[•,  Thie  Son  ap- 
peai'cd  to  Ifaac  in  human  form,  to  reveal  the 

*  Cm.  xxvi.  3.         f  Gen.  xviiL  i.  &c. 
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will  of  the  Father,  as  a  prophet ;  and  to  enjoin 
obedience  to  it,  as  a  King,  Hence  it  is  that 
religious  covenants  were  made  with  Go^d^ 
through  Chrift,  the  mediator,  imdcr  the  Old 
Teftanaent,  as  well  as  under  tlie  New :  Yea 
the  mediator  is  the  very  perfon  unto  wlhjom 
they  were  devoted,  with  whom  they  immedia- 
tely tranfaAcd. 

2.  The  other  party  in  this  tran faction  is 
I(aac,  the  fon  of  the  promile ;  for  this  tranf- 
at^on  was  an  accomplilhment  of  a  covenant- 

promife  made  unto  Abraham. By  pitching 

on   Ifaac    God   manifefted   his   glorious   fove- 
reignty,  in  diftinguiihing  the  elc(9:   from  the 
reprobate.     Ilhmael   was    an   example  of  the 
latter,  as  was  Ifaac  of  the  former:   '^  Neither 
bccaufe  they  are  the  feed  of  Abraham,  are  they  . 
all  children  :   but  in  Ifaac  lliall  thy  feed  be  cal- 
led.     That  is,   they  which  are  the  children  of 
the  flefli,  thefe  are  not  the  children  of  God : 
but  the   children   of  the  promife  are  counted 
for  the  (ced  *.''     Hence  Ifaac  and  I/lnnael  are 
ufed  in  allegory,  in  the  Scriptures  of  the  New 
Teftament ;  the  former  denoting  thofe  who  are 
under  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  Covenant  of 
Grace,  atid  the  latter  thofe  who  lie  under  the 
unfpeakable    bondage    of    the    Covenant    of 
Works  •)* .    ■      Ifaac  was  a  perfon  of  very  hea- 
venly diipolitions,  much  employed  in  medita- 

*  Row.  ix.  7,  8.         f  Gal.  iv.  32 — JI. 
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tiott  and  other  religicnis  exercifes;  therefore^ 
he  gi-eatly  needed  covenant-renovation,  to  en- 
courage his  heart  in  the  righteous  ways  of  the 
Ijord.  He  was  alfo  a  perfon  of  a  very  mild 
ten[q)er  of  mind,  of  a  genins  lefs  ttimed  for 
nsilitary  enterprize,  than  either  his  father  or 
his  faa  :  Of  coniequence,  the  proraifes  of  this 
covenant  were  a  noble  ftaff  for  his  iupport,  when 
famine  forced  him  to  fojoium  in  the  land  of  the 
I%iliiliiies; 

SECONDLY,    I  fhall  now  enquu-e,    W^hat 
HEKOVATIOK  of  former  promiies  obtained  |n 
this  Covenant.     And  there   is  a  vei'y  notable 
aflemblage  of  promifes  gi*anted  on  formef  oc- 
caiions,  which  were  renewed  at  this  time  :  Such  ^ 
as  the  promifes  of  blessing,   of  an  inhtfi* 
tance,  of  a  numerous  and  happy  progeny ;  and  • 
of  bleffing   unto   the  gentile  nations  through  • 
his  feed.     The   renovation   of  this   clutter  of 
promifes  was  extremely  proper,  to  ferve  Ifaac  • 
heir,  as  it  were.  Unto  his  father,  in  the  right 
and  enjoyment  of  both  temporal-  and  fpiritUal  '^ 
mercies.     It  alfo  evidenced  the  power,  gface, 
and  veracity  of  God,  in  the  advancement  of  * 
a  fabric  he  had  ah-eady  founded.     As  the  mat- 
ter of  thefe  promifes,  fo  the  manner  In  which 
they  were  given  ftrongly  marked  their  inten- 
tion as  covenant-renovation.     God  himfclf  en- 
groflcd  the  laft  edition  of  the  Abrahamic  co* 
vcnant  into  this  tranfaiStion ;  faying,   "  I  will 
perform  the  oath  whidh  I  fware  xmto  Abraham 

thy 
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thy  father.*'  Thus  .God  manifefted  his  bearing 
his  coyenaht  ftyi  in  remembrance,  and  required 
a  fre(h  afient  unto  all  that  he  had  fwom ;  for 
this  declaration  was  a  folemn  recognition  of  all 
that  he  had  previoufty  iione. 

TiHRDLY,  I  fhall  next  enquire  What  Ad- 
4^ IT  IONS  Were  made,  at  this  time,  unto  f^Miner 
tranfa&idns,  to  accommodate  this  corenant 
unto  the  peculiar  drcumftances  of  the  patri- 
arch :  As  to  promifes, 

I.  God  promifed  his  fpecial  and  gracious 
prefence :  "  And  I  will  be  with  thee.''  This 
promife  was  fome  way  included,  indeed,  in  a 
former  one,  m  deducible  from  it,  atleaft.  But 
fis  Haac  was  on  the  eve  of  particular  ftraits,  it 
was  fit  to  bring  thofe  hleffmgs^  which  were  re- 
mote front  lus  view,  near  to  his  fight,  for  his 
future  fiipport.  God  promifed  to  be  with  him, 
by  the  inhabitation  and  influences  of  his  fpirit, 
to  comfort  him  againft  all  grief  on  every  fide, 
and  to  deliver  from  all  danger  from  whatever 
quarter.  What  fellowflnp  fo  comfortable  as 
that  which  is  enjoyed  with  the  Father  and  his 
$on  Jefus  Chrift,  through  the  Holy  Ghoik. 

i.  There  were  alfo  additional  duties  re- 
qmred  of  Ifaac,  in  this  covenant.  God  enjoin- 
ed him, To  fojoum  in  the  4aud  of  Canaan, 

while  he  prohibited  him  from  going  down  into 
Egypt.     This  prohibition  was^robably  given 

him 
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him  for  v^ous  reafons  :  The  trial  bf  his  faith 4 
for  example ;  for  the  occafion  of  his  move* 
ment  was  a  famine  In  the  land*  Now,  Egypt 
was  the  ufaal  aflylum  in  fuch  fti*aits :  But  Ifaac 
is  forbid  to  ufe  the  means  that  promifed  moft 
for  his  relief  in  this  diftrefi,  and  commanded 
to  rely  on  thofe  of  God's  providing  arid  ap- 
pointment. Another  reafon  may  be^  the  di- 
vine condefcenfion  to  the  mildnefs  of  this  pa* 
triarch's  temper.  Though  the  plenty  of  Egypt 
might  be  fiifficient  to  fupply  the  ncceffities  of 
his  family ;  yet  tlie  fiiares  of  a  court,  efpeci- 
ally  fiich  as  that  of  Egypt,  were  ready  to  en- 
tangle his  foul  oix  the  one  hand  ;  while  he  was 
little  able  to  bear  the  Egyptian  reproaches  on 
the  other.  ^Vhetlier  Ifaac  had  met  with  a 
kind  reception,  at  the  court  of  Egypt,  or  not^ 
he  was  not  without  danger :  But  divine  provi- 
dence planned  outhis  peregrinations  in  another 
coiuitry.  In  one  word,  Ifaac  'was  not  fcnt  in- 
to Egypt,  as  the  time  for  trying  Abraham's 
feed  in  the  iron  furnace  was  not  yet  come  ; 
Their  fojouniing  in  a  land  not  their's  muft 
precede  their  affliAion  ;  and  many  events  muft 

take  place  before  tlieir  affliAion ^begins.— 

Again,  The  patriarch  was>  enjoined  to  fojourrt 
in  the  lasid  that  God  would  (hew  him.  This 
command  is  exprefled  in  terms  ncai-ly  fimilar 
to  that  which  was  tendered  to  Abraham  at  hid 
call.  Like  his  father,  he  muft  refign  himfelf 
entirely  to  divine  fbvereignty,  convinced  that 
they  cannot  wander  whom  the  Lord  condu^; 

though 
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though  they  ncithci*  Icnow  the  dangers  of  the 

way,  nor  the  means  of  cfcaping  them.- In 

the  next  place.  He  was  commaivled  to  fojoum 
in  the  land  of  thePhiliftines.  Thefe  were  af- 
terwards ufed  by  God  as  the  rod  of  corre<9ion 
for  his  people  Ifrael ;  and,  like  them^  their  an- 
ceftor  finned  by,  realbn  of  his  comied:ion  with 
them,  andr  was  chaftifed  by  them  in  like  man* 
ner. 

FOURTHLY,  I  fliall  how  conddcr  the  Oc- 
casions of  this  Covenant.  It  obtained  fome- 
time  after  the  death  of  Abraham ;  bilt  how 
long  a  (pace  interveened  between  his  death 
and  this  cpvpnant  is  not  eafily  a{certained< 
Some  conjev^re,  that  the  interval  was  no  lefs 
than  eighteen  years,  while  others  do  not  grant 
more  than  twelve.  The  events  which  obtain- 
ed, however^  in  thefe  years,  rather  d^ferve 
oxff  attention,  than  a  calculation  of  the  years 
tbemfelvies.  The  following  feem  to  have  a 
piincipal  claim  to  our  attention* 

1.  Ab  Ry\h4M,  the  father  of  tlie  covenanting 
family,  was  now  Removed  by  deaths  ThiJJ 
event  took  place  about  fifty  yeax's  after  he  had 
given  proof  of  his  faith,  and  refignation  to  the 
will  of  God,  by.  his  rcadinefs  to  offer  up  his  fon 
Ifaac  J  and  the  covenant-4*enovation  which  fol^ 
lowed  it*  Covenant-renovation  was  extremely 
neceflary  at  this  tirtie,  to  flievl^  that  God's  co- 
venant-relation to  the  militant  chilfrch  does  not 
*         C  c  expire 
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expire  with  the  death  of  the  moft:  eminent  rf 
her  members. — ^Befides  Abraham^  there  had 
beeii  alfo  much  death  among  the  I'eft  of  the 
covenanters,  and  eminent  patriarchs :  FoVShtem, 
a  notable  covenanter,  died  twenty  years  before 
Abraham;  and  Heber,  a perfon  of  diftmgmflv 
cd  godlinefs,  died  four  years  after  Shem ;  but 
God  ftiU  Uves. 

2.  God  had  blefled  Ifaac  after  the  death  pf 
his  father ;  and  one  bleffing  from  his  bounti- 
ful hand  fecures  another  in  the  time  of  need- 
The  bleffing  beftowed  on  fuck  a  mournful  oc- 
cafion,  alfo  laid  Ifaac  imder  ties  of  gratitude 
to  renew  his  covenant  with  God,  M^hen  cafled 
to  that  duty. 

3,  Isaac  had  been  tried,  as  was  Abraham^ 
with  the  want  of  children ;  ami  g^acioufly  de- 
livered from  this  trial,  as  the  anfwer  of  his 
prayer.  Now,  this  prayer-hearing,  ^nd  cove- 
nant-keeping God  laid  Ifaac  under  addition^ 
obligations  to  the  duty  of  felf-<ledicaUon,  by 
this  frefti  proof  of  his  veracity  and  condefcen- 
lion.  As  the  anfwer  of  this  jnrayer  was  a  not- 
able ftep  towards  the  accompliilmient  of  cove- 
nant promifea  on  the  part  of  God  ;  fo  it  was 
an  evident  call  unto  covenant*renovation  on  the 
part  of  ITaac. 

4*  One  of  the  immediate  occafioniS  of  dm 
traixfadion  -was  a  famine,  which  God  had  fcnt 

on 
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on  the  land  of  Canaan;  **  And  there  was  a 
famine  in  that  land,  beiides  the  firit  famine, 
in  the  days  ot  Abraham. — ^And  the  Lord  ap- 
peared unto  him/'  A  vifit  from  God  muft 
have  been  extremely  acceptable  at  fuch  a  time. 
His  pinching  want  feems  alfo  to  have  been 
bleflcd  to  him^  in  prefling  him  nearer  th^  Lord* 
The  promifes  of  this  covenant  were  alfo  a  ftalF 
for  his  faith,  when  Gqd  threatened  to  break 
the  ft aff  of  bread. 

Lastly  I  This  covenant-renovation  was 
granted  as  a  gracious  reward  mito  the  faith 
and  obedience  of  Abraham:  ^^  Becaufe  that 
Abraham  obeyed  my  voice,  and  kept  my  charge, 
my  commandments,  my  ftatiltes,and  my  laws*." 
It  needs  not  be  always  repeated.,  though  it 
ought  never  to  be  forgotten,  that  this  obedi- 
ence did  not  merit  that  covenant;  but  that  the 
covenant  was  the  effe<5t:  of  free  and  fbvereign 
grace.  Abraham's  obedience  is  defcribed  by 
tlie  rule  of  it  ;-*— the  voice  of  God, — his  charge^ 
— ^his  ftatutes,^— commandments,  and  law^. 
God's  VOICE,  and  his  ,chaiige,  refpeA  the 
fame  thing  j  namely,  the  general  rule  of  obe- 
tiience ;  but  the  diverfity  of  expreffion  may  be 
accounted  for  thus,  his  voice  may  denote  the 
manner  of  revealing  his  will  j  his  charge  the 
authority  which  he  intcrpofeth  to  bind  the  con- 
Icience  to  obedience.     His  inftitutions  being  a 


*  Gen.  xxvi.  s* 
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(acred  truft,  for  which  they  are  accountable 
^vho  are  entrufted  with  them.  The  various 
kinds  of  precepts,  which  conftituted  this  charge, 
are  either  commandments  *,  by  which  1  un- 
derftand  rules  which  he  gave  unto  the  patri- 
arch for  the  government  of  his  family,  Abra- 
hani  kept  thefe  himfelf,  and  conHnunicatcd 
them,  with  faithfulnefs,  to  his  children,  as 
God  teftifieth  of  him  :  **  I  know  hhn,  that  he 
will  command  his  children,  and  his  houfbold 
after  him,  and  they  fliall  keep  the  way  of  the 
Lord."  This  ftandard  of  domeftic  rule  fecms 
to  have  been  the  judicial  law  in  miniature, — 
Or  hts  sTATUTEs-j-:  T'his  term,  when  it  flands 
in  coniie<9:ion  wth  l^ws,  as  in  this  text,  imports 
ceremonial  inftitutions ;  fiich  as  have  no  good* 
ncfs  in  them  but  what  arileth  from  their  infB< 
tution.-i— Another  ipecies  of  precepts,  which 
conftituted  this  charge,  arc  ftyled  his  laws  J* 

*  ^ni26D.  Grotius  and  Gherard  imagine  it  imports  fuch 
laws  as  are  of  natural^  nniverfal,  and  perpetual'  obliga* 
tion,  in  oppoiition  to  fuch*  as  ar^  merely  arbitrary,  and 
temporary.  But  the  Scripture  ufe  of  both  the  term  and 
its  root  determines  it  to  ^gnify  fuch  conftitutions  as  ar^ 
political^  in  families  and  commonwealths.  Stock,  apud 
vocem. 

+  '•nipn.  *'  The  inftitutions  of  cetemonial  worfhip  arc 
moft  commonly  exprefted  by  the  name  of  CTpn  (a  word 
of  the  fame  derivation  with  that  in  the  text  before  us). 
The  whole  fyltem  whereof  is  termed  tlie  Ceremonial 
Law."  Dr  Owen  on  theHeb.  Exercit.  Vol.  I.  p.  275. 

X  ^nn[1niignifiesaDocTRiNE«swellasa  constitutiom 
J. AW,  or  fyilem  of  laws  :  Such  is  its  extenfive  impoi*t. 
The  conne«5Uon,  however,  feems  to  limit  it  in  thii3  place 
imto  precepts  of  morality* 

**        The 
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Tlie  original  wbrd  is  of  extendvc  fignification ; 
and,  when  it  is  clafTed  vvith  ftatutes,  Sec.  as  in 
the  cafe  before  us,  it  is  expreffivc  of  moral 
pcccpts.  Now,  the  conne^^ion  between  Abr^- 
hsan's  obedience  and  Ifaac's  privileges  may  be 
txprefled  to  the  following  purpofe :  *'  feeing 
AjJather  received  the  fyftem  1  gsLve  him  wiili 
tl^nkfulnefs,  and  kept  it  with  fidelity  himfelf, 
18  well  as  tranfuiittcd  it  to  his  feed  after  him, 
ittdieir  generations,— it  is  fit  his  feed  fliould 
iithffe  their  perfbnal  acceptance  of  it,  and 
'&3r*  refolution  to  keep  it  with  purity,  and 
tj^Tmit  it  with  fidelity  to  the  ages  to  come. 
Sllalib  agreeable  to  the  covenant  I  made 
lil  Abraham  and  his  feed,  to  fhcw  mercy  un* 
Ib'J^boufands  of  them  who  love  me  and  keep 
jpy. commandments,  as  a  gracious  reward  for 
||«r  obedience." 

•  JIllATTENTiOM  to  this  conncAion  made  Dr 

mfi  imagine  there  was  fomediing  a-wanting 

vibe  .original  text ;  but,  frora  this  Iketch,  it  is 

j^Etta  the  tex.t  itfelf  is  perfedr,  and  the  lenfe 

Cfery  way  complete. 

I  SHALL  now  fubjoin^  Reflection  or 
two  on  what  hath  been  obferved. 

I.  Wr  may  learn  God's,  lympathy  towards 
t^  people  in  all  their  trials.  He  did  not  fufFer 
Maac  to  be  tried  with  famine  without  the  com- 
fort of  the  rcuovatioti  of  tlic  promife.     He  did 

not 
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not  fend  him  into  exile,  on  that  adcount,  with-  . 
out  the  promife  of  his  prefcncc  in  it.  .Nor 
ivill  he  iiifier  any  of  his  people  to  be  tried  be- 
yond the  meafure  of  ftrength  which  he  ccmfers 
upon  them.  He  can  eafily  fit  the  moft  timo- 
rous faint  for  the  greatcft  hardflup  j  and,  by 
his  grace,  c^ury  them  through  the  grea^ctt 
diiHculty. 

2.  The  feafon  of  divine  manifeftations  on 
the  one  hand,  and  folenin  engagements  on  the 
other,  fliould  be  earefiilly  obfcrvcd,  and  fuit- 
ably  improved.  The  beauty  of  both  privileges 
and  duties  takes  rile  from  the  feafon  of  them : 
And  there  is  no  one  thing  at  which  the  enemy 
of  mankind  fo  much  aims,  as  to  make  perfons 
make  Kght  of  the  feafon  of  both :  As  the  pirate 
gives  the  keeneft  chace  unto  the  veflcl  which 
is  moft  richly  laden.  Let  every  one  then  ac- 
knowledge, that  both  divine  favours  and  du- 
ties are  moft  beautiful  in  God's  fcafou. 


D  I  S  S  E  R- 
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ON    JACOB'S   COVENANT. 
Gen.  nviii.  12 — ri5.   18 — 22. 


IN  furveying  this  Tranfadion,  I  fliall — I. 
Confider  the  Character  of  the  Parties  Co- 
renauting.— rll.  The  Parts  of  the  Cove- 
nant.— ^in.  The  Rites  of  ConfuTnation, — TV. 
The  Occafions. — ^Then  conclude  with  an  Infe- 
rence or  two  from  what  is  propofed. 

IFIRST,  I  (hall  confider  the  Character  of  the 
Parties  Covenanting. 

1 .  Th  E  chief  party  in  this  tranlat^ion  is  the 
Great  God  oor  Saviour.  He  revealed  himlclf 
to  Jacob,  at  this  time,  in  the  following  man- 
ner: **  I  am  the  Lord  God  of  ^braham  thy 
father,  artd  the  God  of  Ifaac*."     This  decla- 

*  Gen.  xYfiii.  13. 
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ration  from  the  mouth  of  God  himfclf  could 
not  but  have  a  very  ch<gering  efkdk  on  Ja^Dob^s 
heart ;  as  it  taught  him  that  he  was  already 
m  the  poflcflion  of  covenant-privileges,  and 
under  covenant-engagements  imto  the  Lord  : 
It  alfo  taught  him  to  deal  widi  God  as  a  re- 
conciled God,  in  covenant  through  Chnft* 
Were  fuch  an  intimation  made  to  many  at  this 
day,  they  would  readily  reply,  they  had  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  God  of  thdi^  fathers  ; 
nor  did  they  acknowledge  their  receipt  of  any 
privileges,  or  the  obligation  of  any  duties  by 
virtue  of  the  covenant  of  their  fathers  :^ — They 
would  aver,  that  they  would  not  be  bound  un- 
to the  God  of  their  fathers,  nor  by  the  cove- 
nant of  their  fathers !  But  that  which  is^  matter 
of  great  abhorrence  at  this  day,  was,  by  the 
grace  and  ^viicloraL  of  God,  of  great  comfort 
to  Jacob  at  that  time.  This  defcription  alfa 
taught  him,  as  it  doth  eye^ry  member  of  the 
Church  ftill,  to  conlider  the  Angel  of  tlie  Co- 
venant as  the  Eternal  Jehovah.  ^'  And  the  Aii- 
gel  of  God  (pake  unto  me  in  a  dream,  faying, 
Jacob,  and  I  faid.  Here  am  I.  And  he  faid, 
I  am  the  God  of  Bethel,  where  thou  anoint- 
edft  the  pillar,  and  where  thou  vowedft  the 
vow."  This  meflage  was  too  important  to  be 
trufted  to  any  inferior  angel,  and.  the  honour 
too  fublime  to  be  conferred  on  any  belov/  the 
Great  God.  The  majefty  of  Deity  ftruck  the 
patriarch  with  profound  awe  and  reverence : 
The  meclviicfs  of  the  Mediator  difpofed  unto 

holy 
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]i6] J  canfidenee  and  cheerfulnels  in  dealing  with 
hisa. 

i.  TiiE  other  party  in  this  covenant  is  Ja- 
cob, the  younger  fon  of  Ifaac.  As  there  was 
a  reparation  of  Ifaac  from  lihrnael^  fo  there 
was  a  reparation  of  Jacob  from  Efau,  in  this 
tranla(%ion  ;  though  the  former  was  tlie  young- 
CT,  and  the  latter  the  firft-bcwn;  There  Was 
not  only  an  inwafd  and  eternal  reparation  in 
the  purpofe  of  God ;  but  alfo  an  outward  fe- 
paranon^  by  the  difpcnfation  of  God's  cove- 
laat*  There  was  a  ftruggle  between  thefe 
^m  p^rfoiis  even  before  they  Were  bom^  being 
twiis  J  which  continued-  through  the  various 
feccccdbig  penods  of  their  life  i  The  youliger 
took  the  firil-boni  by  the  heel  in  their  mother's 
womb,  and  afterwards  tripped  up  his  heels,  by 
the  purchafe  of  his  birth-right^  while  thfcy  were 
Net  young;  and  like  ways  obtauied  the  pam- 
archal  blcfllng  before  his  father's  death.— ^ — 
Jacob  obtained^  from  the  inipartial  judge^  the 
character  of  a  plain  manj  yet  he  was  ^ilty 
of  moft  egregious  deceit,  in  fomfc  parts  of  his 
€<mdiK5l-  Scfvcrcign  grace  niuft  be  glorified 
in  delivermg  him,  as  well  as  others,  from  in- 
bred guile-  This  patriarch  was  alfo  more  fe- 
vcrcly  tried  than  any  of  his  anteftors,  in  re- 
fj)ccl  of  the  number  of  his  trials  at  lead  ;  but 
they  were  all  neceflary  to  chaftife  his  deceit  on 
the  one  hand,  and  to  difplay  the  ftrength  of 
divine  grace,  in  fuppoiting  him  under  th^ni, 
*         l>d  M 
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on  the  other.  His  trials^  and  his  triumpiis  itt 
in  like  manner,  prefigured  flie  humiliation  and 
exaltation  of  the  Mcfliah*j  as  well  as  the 
affli(^on  and  deliverances  of  his  m^^cal  bo-' 
dy.  Though  it  is  plain^  from  many:  places  of 
Scripture,  that  Jacob  fuflained  a  typical  cha- 
rac9:er ;  yet  it  is  equally  certain  he  was  a  ge- 
nuine believer,  and  a  real  faint.  Some  linear 
of  his  charaAer,  which  are  for  our  imitation^ 
will  be  afterwards  confidered. This  patri- 
arch, in  one  word,  was  favoured  with  a  more 
nunierous  progeny  than  both  his  predeceflfors  : 
And  none  of  his  children,  like  fome  of  theirs, 
were  caft  out  of  God^s  covenant.  The  whole 
of  his  {bns  became  heads  of  diftinguiflied  fami*' 
lies  in  the  Church  of  God".  The  promife  made, 
then,  unto  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,^  recci* 
ved  an  ample  accomplifHment  in  the  latter,  as 
to  the  literal  import  of  it  j  as  it  refpcAed  the 
multiplication  of  their  feed  :  And  the  members 
of  both  the  Old  and  New  Teftament  Church 
are  called  by  his  name,«and  reckoned  to  hfe  ipi- 
ritual  offspring;  as  well  as  unto  the  family  of 
Abraham.  The  former  is  the  father  of  the 
praying  and  wreftling,  as  the  latter  is  of  the 
l^elieving  family ;  and,  ftridly  fpeakmg,  botli 
are  one :  For  the  prayer  of  God's  children  is^ 
the  payer  of  faith. 

*  The  Gofpcl  meaning  of  this  type  is  expIaineJ^ 
Witf.  Occoa.  Fo5d.  Lib.  IV.  cap.  iii,  \  24—26.  Mather, 
p.  i63* 

SECONDLY, 
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SECONDLY,  I  (hall  next  confider  the  Pa  r  t  s 
of  this  Covenant,  wluch  are,  gracious  promi- 
fes  on  the  part  of  God,  and  iblemn  yqws  on 
the  part  o^  Jacob. 

On  the  part  of  the  Son  of  God,  he  pro. 
niiftth, 

1 .  The  land  of  Canaan :  "  The  land  whe;^ 
thou  lieft,  to  thee  will  I  give  it,  and  to  thy 
feed."  But  as  this  proniife  has  occurred  al- 
ready, I  ftiall  not  repeat  y/ik^t  has  been  obfcr- 
ved  on  it. 

2.  Th  e  Son  of  God  aflured  hii>^  of  a  nume- 
rous feed :  "  Afid  thy  feed  (hall  be  as  th^  duft 
of  the  earth,  and  thou  (halt  (pread  abroad  to 
the  eaft,  and  to  the  weft;  to  the  north  and  to 
the  fouth/'  Now  Jacob  was  on  a  journey  from 
his  father's  houfe,  without  fo  much  as  either 
companion  or  offspring ;  but,  as  he  carried  tlie 
ble(Jjiig  along  with  him,  fo  the  prpmife  fecured 
hira  of  a  niuncrous  feed  to  enjoy  it.  This 
fame  promife  had  been  made  to  Abraham  near- 
ly at  the  fame  place  at  which  it  is  now  made 
to  Jacob.  And  it  rc(pe<9:ed  both  the  literal 
and  myftical  feed :  The  increafe  of  the  former 
being  a  figure  of  that  of  the  latter,  efpccially 
in  gdfpel  days. 

5.  God   promifed   to  make  his  feed  a  blef^ 

fmg:  **  ^\nd  in  thee,  and  in  thy  Seed  fliall  all 

D  d   2  the 
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the  families  of  the  earth  be  Ueflcd  */'  ThU 
promile  bore  atlfo  a  part  in  the  Abrahamic  Co- 
venant, both  in  the  ftrft  and  after  e<litions  of 
it ;  as  well  as  in  the  tranfai5tioij  with  Ifaac, 
Now  it  is  carried  down  to  Jacob. 

4.  The  Son  of  GqcJ  beftowed  on  him* the 
promif^  of  his  fpecial  and  gracious  prefence : 
*'  Behold  I  am  with  thee  -j*^  Jacob  was,  at  this 
time,  in  a  very  (blitary  condition,  being  ^n  ex- 
ile from  his  father's  houfe,  becanfe  of  the  rage 
-of  his  brother :  But  the  compaffionate  Redecnv 
cr  aflured  him,  that  he  was  not  fecluded  from 

-the  gracious  prefence  of  God.  The  like  pro- 
mife  had  alio  been  niade  unto  his  father  I^ 
faac, 

5.  Unto  the  renovation  of  thefe  promifes^ 
the  Son  of  God  added  three  other  grants,^ 
wliich  were  elpecially  neceflary  unto  Jacob*^ 
peculiar  circumftances.  Firft,  He  aflured  him^ 
of  protedion :  ".  And  I  will  keep  thee  in  a^ 
places  whither  thou  goeft  J  .**  He  had  no  guard 
to  proteA  him  from  infiilt  or  danger  ;  nor  diI4 
his  father  provide  him  with  any  attendants. 
The  armies  of  heaven,  however,  are  his  guards^ 
-—the  pcrfedlipns  of  Deity  his  defence, — ^the 
perfons  of  the  Godhead  his  companions.  Hisi 
Solitude  is  more  than  compenfated,  by  his  feU 
Jowfliip  with  th?  fathef ,  and  vvith  his  Son  Jci 

♦  Q?u,  wv^a,  i^,       f  Ce»,  apcvUi.  i5*       t  IWd. 
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fus  ehrift,  through  the  inhabitation  of  the  Spi-» 
lit.  The  journey  between  Beer-^ftieba  and 
Padan-aram  was  long,  perhaps  not  lels  than 
four  hundred  mile^  j  the  peregrinations  of  his 
Efe  (tin  longer :  But  this  pronaifed  prbteAion 
extended  to  the  utmoft  limits,  and  all  niter- 
veening  ftages  of  both ;  to  all  places  unto 
which  providence  fhould  call  him,  Secondly, 
He  promifed  to  bring  him  again  unto  the  pror 
mifed  land :  '^  And  I  will  bring  thee  again  to 
this  land.*^  Jacob  was  luidei:  the  difagrecable 
neceffity  of  flying  from  it,  but  his  exile  cannot 
be  peipetual.  Now,  the  bringing  Jacob  into 
this  land  was  a  pr-elude  of  bringing  his  feed 
into  it,  when  the  cup  of  the  Amorites  (hould 
be  fiill ;  and  alfo,  of  bringing  Jacob  and  all 
his  Spiritual  feed  into  the  heavenly  country  in 
due  time,  finally,  He  aflured  him  of  the  jier- 
formance  of  all  his  promifcs,  whether  grant- 
ed formerly  or  at  that  time  unto  him :  "  For.. 
I  wiU  not  leave  thee  until  I  have  *  done  that 
which  J  have  Ipoken  to  thee  of*."  Until  does 
not  always  denote  the  final  period  of  any  thing; 
nor,  in  this  declaration,  does  it  import  the  ut^ 
mod  limit  of  the  bleffing  promifed ;  as  if  Ja- 
cob could  have  been  left  after  the  accomplifh- 
ment  of  the  promifts, :  But  it  fecures  the  divine 
prefence  as  to  the  time  prior  to  the  accomplifl>- 
ment  of  them  j  while  it  doe^  not  fcclude,  but 
rather  feciu'e  it  for  an  eternity  to  foUqw.   This 


Digitized  by 


Google 


«I4  DISSERTATION     IV. 

jnuft  certainly  be  included :  For  it  is  impof- 
fible  that  all  die  good  promifed  can  be  done  on 
this  fide  heaven.  This  promife,  thcit,  may  be 
explained  by  that  declaraticm  ntiade  by  the  A* 
poftle,  '•  I  will  NEVER  feavc  thee,  nor/orfakc 
thee/'  And  it  gave  Jacob  rcaftm  to  fay,  This 
God  is  my  God  Foa  ever,  and  ever  ;  and 
be  will  be  niy  guide  even  unto  death. 

On  the  part  of  Jacob,  this  Covenant  con* 
tained  a  Solemn  Vow,  Here  I  fhall  endeavour^ 
— I .  To  explain  the  nature  of  this  folemn  part 
of  divine  wor/hip. — -2.  Confidcr  the  harmony  bc^ 
tween  the  gi'ant  of  bleffings  in  the  promife  and 
Jacob's  acceptance  of  them.— 3.  Jacob's  en- 
gagement,- contained  in  this  acceptance. 

• 

h  I  SHALL  explain  the  nature  of  this  fo^ 
lemn  part  of  divine  worfliip.  This  is  the  firft 
time  the  term  is  ufcd  by  the  infpired  writer  f 
though  the  thing  intended  muft  have  been  fre- 
quently implied  in  tranfaAions,  long  prior  to 
this  time,     A  vow  may  be  defined,  a   soLEJtfH 

PROMISE  MADE  TO  GOD  ONLY,  BY  WHICH 
WE  ENGAGE  TO  BELIEVE  God's  PROMISES, 
AND  KEEP  HIS  COMMANDMENTS,  To  ex- 
plain and  vindicate  this  doArine  at  large,  would 
require  more  room  than  I  can  allot  to  it.  I 
fhall  obferve,  however,  that,  mtder  the  former 
neconomy,  vows  were  of  two  kinds  j  whereas, 
there  is  only  one  fpecies  under  the  new  und 
better  one.     Under  the  fii'ft  tcftament  pcrfbns 
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had  ftatedfer vices,  and  free-will  ofFeriifgs  which 
they  dedicated  to  Godt  One  Ipecies  of  vows 
refpeiSted  ftated  fervices,  or  commanded  du* 
ties ;  the  other  free-will  oifcrings.  As  vows 
had  commanded  duties  for  the  matter  of  diem, 
they  2ire,  in  fome  refpedts,  ftill  for  our  imita- 
tion :  As  they  refpeAed  voluntary  obligations, 
they  expired  together  with  diofe  obligations 
which  formed  the  lubje<5l  matter  of  them*. 
Jacob's  vow  was  of  the  inixed  kind,  and  re*- 
fpcAed  filch  commanded  duties  and  divine 
promifes  as  had  been  previoufly  beftowed  on. 

the 

•  To  this  head  belongs  the  vow  of  the  Nazarite, 
Knmfo.  vi.  du'oughout ;  on  whidi  confnlt  Leidekker  de 
Rcpublica  Heb.  Lib.  XII.  cap.  iv.  The  gerpel>  contain* 
ed  under  this  fhadow^  has  alfo  been  explained  by  F. 
Kpanheinii  P.  Dub«  Evangel.  Part  II.  Dub.  xcii.  ;  who  is 
followed  by  Mather  on  the  Types,  p.  rji*—!  55.  It  will, 
perhaps,  'be  faid,  that  Paul  feems  to  have  vowed  fuch  a 
vow  liinifelf,  and  allowed  the  like  pracflice  in  others, 
A^s  xviii.  18.  and  xxi.  23;,  24,  and  36.  hence  fome  con- 
clude, th^t  this  ipecies  of  vowing  is  not  peculiar  unto 
the  former  ceconomy.  To  remove  this  difficulty,  I  would 
obferve.  That  Jewifh  rituals,  though  unneceflary,  were 
not  abfolutely  unlawful  prior  to  the  deftmdlion  of  Jeru- 
falem*  And  Paul  might  both  vow  himfelf  and  alfo  coun- 
tenance others  in  that  pratftice,  in  the  fpAce  of  time  be* 
tween  the  afceniion  and  the  deftrudtion  of  the  Temple  : 
Thou^,  from  the  epiftle  to  the  Hebrews,  it  is  plain 
they  were  announced  imlawfol  after  that  period.  The 
vanity  of  monkifli  vows,  in  imitation  of  the  Nazarites, 

has  been  expofed  by  Spanheim,  already  quoted. -To 

this,  alfo,  belongs  the  dedication  of  Land,  &c.  mention- 
ed Levit.  xxvii.  See  Ainfworth's  annotations  on  theplace^ 
As  to  the  vows  reducible  into  thia  claii,  they  were  mere- 
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the  Church :  While  it  ferves  to  inftrud:  her  ftilt 
to  vow  an  adherence  unto  the  divine  iyftem 
which  belongs  to  her  peculiar  ftate^ 

II .  Wc  may  confider  the  harmoriy  between 
the  exhibition  of  the  divine  promifes  and  Ja- 
cobus acceptance  of  them.  Did  God  fay,  '^  Be- 
hold I  am  with  thee  V\  Jacob  echoed,  "  Sure- 
ly God  fliall  be  with  me/' — ^Did  God  declare, 
*'  I  will  keep  thee  in  all  places  whither  thou 
goeft  ?"  Jacob's  refponfc  was,  "  Surely  God 
will  be  with  me,  and  keep  me  in  this  way 
that  I  go." — ^Did  the  Son  of  God  fecure  imtd 
Jacob  the  divine  bleffing  on  the  fatnefs  of  the 
earth  ?  Jacob  avowed  his  afiured  perluafion  of 
fupply  at  God's  hand.— -Did  God  announce  hi^ 
intention  to  bring  Jacob  agaiii  into  this  land  ? 
Well  might  Jacob  (blemnly  profefs  his  alTurance 
of  being  brought  back  again«  Jacob's  avow- 
al of  God,  ds  his  God,  was  founded  on  the  co^ 
venant  chara<5ler  of  the  Son  of  God :  arid  the 
pi-omife  of  the  prefeiice  of  God,  already  ex- 
plained. His  refoltitions  to  build  an  altar,  and 
dedicate  part  of  his  fiibftance  imto^  the  Lord, 

ly  arbicrary  prior  to  the  making  of  them  ;  but,  i^hen 
once  made,  they  became  of  inviolable  obligation.  No 
one  thing  can  be  more  imaginary  than  to  fuppofe,  that 
the  friends  of  Covenanting,  in  New  Teftamcnt  times, 
plead  this  clafs  of  vows  as  a  pattern.  Covenanting  in  gofpel 
days  has  moral  obedience  for  the  matter  of  it ;  and  tlie 
heavenly  mandate^  Vow  and  pay,  transfers  this  duty 
from  the  clafs  of  indifFerencies ;  or,  rather  demonilrates 
that  it  never  belonged  unto  them. 

were 
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Svere  alfb  founded  on  divine  grants :  The  for- 
inen  on  the  proniifc  of  being  brouglft  back  a- 
gain  linto  his  own  country ;  and  the  latter  on 
the  proniife  of  temporal  blcffings,  which  figu-* 
red  out  thofe  which  arc  ipiritual  and  eternal. 
Though  he  was,  at  that  time,  fo  poor  as  to 
pals'  over  Jordan  with  his  ftaiF  only  ;  yet  he 
did  not  defpair  but  God  would  give  him  a- 
bundance ;  and  it  was  fit  he  flipuld  acknow- 
ledge that  he  held  all  his  wealth  by  the  tenor 
of  a  divine  gift,  by  paying  the  tenth,  as  a 
quit-rent  unto  his  gracious  benefaAor  *. 

ni.  I  SHALL  now  confider  jacob^a  Engage-" 
niCHt,  contained  in  tliis  acceptance  of  the  di- 
vine promifc.  It  will  be  remembered,  that  I 
take  the  acceptance  of  God*s  covenant,  witha  re-^* 
folution  to  abide  by  it,  to  be  the  fanie  as  Vowing, 
or  covenanting.  In  the  trania^Stibns  already 
coniidered^  the  divine  grant  is  expreffed,  and 
the  rule  of  obedience  cither  implied  or  decla- 
red, as  6od  faw  meet ;  while  tlie  Churches  en- 
gagements imtd  duties  is  likeways  cither  aflert- 
ed  or  implied  in  the  facred  narrative.  In  none 
of  them,  however,  is  the  form  of  the  vow  re- 
corded, except  in  this  one.  The  fonuer  cove- 
nants were  certainly  mutual,  and  each  implied 
an  engagement  or  a  vow  :  But  this  exhibits 
a  more  perfect  pattern,  as  the  vow  is  formal* 
ly  cxpreflcd,*— exprefled  in  the  very  form  and 

*  Compare  Gen.  xxviii.  li— 15.  with  Verfc  iS— .23. 
*  E  e  terma 
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terms  in  \vhich  it  was  made.  I  fliall  firft  tran(^ 
late  the  Sacred  text  containing  thefe  terms^ 
which  niay  be  rendered  thus:  '^  Snrely  God 
will  he  with  me,  and  keep  me  in  this  way  that 
I  go ;  and  will  give  me  bread  to  eat  and  rai- 
incnt,to  put  on.  And  (furely)  I  Aall  return  to 
my  father's  houfc  in  peace  :  and  the  Lord  fliall 
be  my  God.  And  (furely)  this  ftone,  which 
1  have  (et  for  .a  pillar,  (hall  be  God's  iioafe : 
And  of  all  diat  thon  flialt  give  me,.in  tithing, 
I  will  tithe  it  for  thee  *."    '  The  (cope  of  thefe 

verles 

*  Gen.  xxTiii.  18 — 12.  NotWng  is  reqnifite  to  vindi- 
cate the  tranllation  I  have  offered ;  but  to  afcertain  the 
meaning  of  a  term  or  two,  "which  has  heen  given  diffe- 
rent from  our  tranflation.  The  firft  is  the  advcrh.  C3K, 
■which  1  have  rendered  surely.  There  are  abundance 
of  places  in  which  it  is  fo  rendered,  even  in  our  own 
verfion,  E.  G.  Pfal.  cxxxix.  19.  Prov.  iii,  34.  xxiii.  18, 
Eccle.  X.  I T.  Ifa.  xxix  16.  The  learned  Stockius  el^ume- 
rates  the  various  fignifications  of  this  particW;  and 
proves^  by  examples,  that  (inter  alia)  it  denotjcs  ad- 
verb i  a  A  F  F I R  M  A'  N  D I  certc,  profciflo,  for  which  he  quotes 
Job  xvii  16.  xlii.  8.  In  both  texts,  our  tranflators  have 
impaired  the  fenfe,  and'deftroycd  the  emphafis:  In  the 
fiill  of  them  they  fuj^pUed  our.  The  true  tr^nftatiou 
is,  ^'  Surely  they  fhall  be  laid  together  in  the  duft."— 
ScHULTENS,  that  treafury  of  oriental  learning  confirms 
this  fcnle  of  the  t^erm:  See  his  Index  of  Hebrew  words, 
fubjoined  to  hi^  Comment  on  Job,  **  OH  profecto,  in. 
aflertionibus."  Noldius  aligns  this  (enfe  to  it  likevays. 
Concordant.  Heb.  Par.  apud  vocem.  et  annot.  No.  408. 
KoERPERUs  hits  the  idea  ftill  more  accurately,  perhaps.^ 
**  Proprie  igitur  C3K  notat  propofitionein,  pofitionem, 
&c.  Gen.  xxiii.  13.  If.  i.  18.  fit  pofitio  (pofito)  peccata 
vcftra  funt  ficut  dibaphum,  inftor  nivi  taanen  cxalbefcent. 
Lex.  Heb.  Particul.  The  fenfe  is  much  the  fame,  indeed, 
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verfes  feeras  to  be  as  if  Jacob  had  faid,  *^  I  am 
verily  perfiiadcd,  that  the-God  of  my  fathers, 
'Abraham  and  Ifaac,  hath  admitted  nie  to  the 
moft:  intimate  fcUowlhip  with  himfelf;  and 
will  prcferve  me  by  bis  ^etial  grace  and  watch- 
ful providence,  in  all  the  varions  diflicnlties  and 
dangers  of  my  way  j  and  will  fopply  nie  with  the 
neceflaries  of  lifo  while  I  am  an  exile  frona 
ray  native  land :  And  I  anr  afilir#,d,  that  he 
will  bring  nie  again  to  my  fathcr^s:  houfe,  as 
a  prchide  of  his  bringiftg  me  into  the  houfe 
not  made  with  hands  at  the  laft ;  he  will  ccn- 
tinme  to  be  my  God  for  ever  and  ever.  And 
I  am  equally  certahi^  that  this  ftone,  which  I 
have  fet  up  as  a  memorial  of  this  vifit,  will, 
at  nay  return,  be  dedicated  for  an  altar  unto 
ray  Otd :  And,  aft,  he  will  ninltiply  to  blefs  me 
with  worldly  fubftance  ;  fo  will  1  devote  that 

whether  we  ti-anflate  it  surely  or  seeing:  But  the  im- 
propriety of  rendering  it  if  is  obvious  at  firfl  fight;  it 
wdiild  ttts&e  the  f)^triarch*s  engageiAtfnt  uncertain  and! 
preeaiioii^ ;  Mrh6i»6A«  it  is  ffl^in  h*  was  pitft  allperadven- 
turc.  This  imf^opriety  hals  bl^^n  obferved  and  obviated 
by  J u N I u s  and  Tremellius,  the  Tigurine  Tranilators, 
Ainlworth,  as  well  as  Dr  Gill ;  iite  Rev.  Meflrs  Mou- 
crictfand  fiofton^  and  alfo  Meflrs  Morifon  and  Hall. 
Tho  othar  variation  from  our  trai^atioh  is  in  the  coa- 
juni^ive  V  Ih  verfc  21.  our  tranllation  renders  so  that. 
And  Come  critics  feem  to  coincide  witt  it,  when  the  par- 
ticle comwfifts  the  coiifeqttehcc  ^ith  th*  ant>cedent.  But, 
after  ail,  i  appi^eheitd  that  the  fewe  fartiule  ought  al- 
ways to  harve  an  identical  figniiication,  unlefs  there  be 
an  abiblute  neceffity  for  changing  it,  which  by  no  means 
cxiAi  in  the  pfdfent  caf<^. 

,  E  e  2  .  portion 

-    -  Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


^2o         DISSERTATION     IV. 

portion  of  it  to  him  which  he  hath  appoint- 
ed." 

It  may  be  further  obferved,  That,  as  Ja- 
cob took  up  the  covenant  of  the  patriarchs, 
by  his  covenanting  with  the  God  of  Abraham 
and  Ifkac  ;  fo  he  acknowledged  the  previous 
obligations  unto  duty^  under  which  he  had 
been  brougjhit  in  their  loins.  Hence  he  was 
bound  to  pferform  all  thofe  duties  which  were 
incumbent  qn  the  patriarchs ;  even  although 
they  are  not  mentioned  in  this  tranfa<ftionk  He 
»was  bound,  for  example,  to  walk  before  God, 
und  to  be  perfcA,  as  well  as  Abraham ;  and 
to  circumcife  his  feed  in  like  manner.  Accord-* 
ingly,  his  fons  were  certainly  circumcifed,^ 
feeing  they  refufed  to  give  their  fitter  to^  the 
uncircunicifed. 

THIRDLY,  I  (hall  attend  unto  the  Sol  em- 
kit  ies  by  which  this  Covenant  was  ratified; 
and  they  are,  A  Solemn  Appearance  on  the 
part  of  the  Son.  of  God,  and  a  Sacred  Monit* 
ment  fet  up  by  Jacob. 

I .  The  facred  hiftorian  records  this  appear- 
ance in  the  following  terms  :  "  And  behold  a 
ladder  fet  upon  the  earth,  and  the  top  of  it 
reached  imto  heaven :  and  behold,  the  angels 
of  God  afcending  and  defcendingon  it.  And 
behold,  the  Lord  ftood  above  it,  and  faid,  I 
^m  the  Lord  God  of  Abraham  thy  father,  and 

the 
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the  God  of  Ifaac  */'  I  (hall,  at  once,  cUrmifs 
tlie  various  opinions  which  have  hcen  embraced 
concerning  this  ladder,  whether  Jewifti  or 
Chriftian.  To  me  it  appears,  that  it  is  meant 
to  reprefent  the  mediatory  pcrfon  of  our  Lord 
Jcfos  Chrift,  he  being  both  God  and  man ;  and 
the  analogy  is  obvious  in  various  things.  Yea, 
the  great  Prophet  of  the  Church  binifelf  af- 
fords us  a  key  for  the  proper  underftanding  of 
it:  "  Hereafter,  ye  (hall  fee  heaven  ope^j,  and 
the  angels  of  God  alcending  and  defcending  - 
ontheSonof  Man-j-."' — -^-The  extremities 

^  ,     of 

*  Gen.  xxviii.  12.  13. 

f  John  i.  51.  '^  Jacob  faw  a  ladder  fct  upon  the  earth, 
wid  the  top  of  it  reaching  unto  heaven :  This  ladder  was 
an  emblem  of  ChriH,  who  is  called  "  the  way,  the  truth, 
and  the  life,"  John  xiv.  6.  And  he  is  the  mediator  be- 
tween God  and  man,  through  whom  we  approach  unto 
God.  phrift,  the  Son  of  God,  like  Jacob's  ladder,  was 
fet  upon  the  earth  in  his  incarnation,  and  birth  at  Beth- 
lehem ;  and  the  top  of  it  reached  to  heaven  in  his  deity 
and  divine  nature.  Thus,  when  he  was  upon  the  earth, 
he  affirmed  of  himfelf,  that  he  was  likeways  in  heaven: 
*'  No  roan  hath  afcended  to  heaven,  but  the  Son  of  Man* 
who  came  down  from  heaven,  even  the  Son  of  Man  who 
is  in  heaven."  The  ladder,  with  the  foot  of  it  upon  the 
earth,  and  the  top  of  it  in  heaven  at  the  fame  time,  was 
an  emblem  of  Chrift  in  his  perfon,  God-man,  i  Tim. 
iii.  16.  Heaven  and  earth  are  brought  together  through 
Chrift's  mediation  :  And  there  is  an  union,  by  him,  be-, 
twixt  God  %iid  man  ;  an  mdon  of  peace  and  reconcilia- 
tion, an  union  pf  friend/hip,  an  nnion  of  end  and  de- 
fign.  And,  through  him,  there  is  a  blefled  intercourfe 
and  communion  between  heaven  and  earth  ;  for,  thro* 
biin^  by  gnc  Spirit,  we  have  acccfs  to  the  Father,  and 
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of  this  lacklcr  exbllntcd  the  two  natures  of  our 
RecUcmer,  the  divine  and  human :  Thele  cx^ 
trcmes  meet  in  his  mediatorial  pcrfbn.  The 
foot  of  the  ladder  figured  out  his  humanity  to 
Ipring  of  tlie  feed  of  Jacob  ;  and  the  top  ofit 
liis  divinity,  wlwch  is  with  the  Father  in  hea- 
ven. Thus,  the  days-man  was  fit  to  lay  hb 
hafnd  njwn  both  die  parties,  between  whcm  he 
mediated,  even  God  and  man,  as  he  partook 
of  the  nature  of  both  and  was  allkd  to  each*. 

The  pofition  of  this  kdder  points  out  the 

divme  condcfcenfion  of  botli  the  Father  ancl 
the  Son:   It  was  set   upon  the   earth.    If 

come  to  God  the  joilge  of  ail  ;  aurf,  through  him,  we 
believe  in  God,  \vho  raifed  him  from  the  dead  and  gave 
him  glory ^  that  oiir  faith  and  hope  might  be  in  God : 
and  we  have  boldue&  to  enter  into  the  holiclt  of  all  by 
the  blood  of  Jcfus>  through  the  new  and  living  way 
which  he  hath  confecrated  for  us,  through  the  vailof  hii 
flefli.  I'his  ladder  is  fixed  faft  in  the  eaith  in  his  fatis- 
fakflion  on  the  crofs,  in  his  death,  and  deep  hum Tiiat ion; 
and  the  top  of  it  is  fixed  faft  in  heaven  in  his  exaltation, 
afcenilop,  and  int^rceflion  within  the  vail.  And  ic  is 
a  way,  and  a  ladder,  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  : 
The  foot  ofit  is  not  fct  in  hell  for  the  fallen  angels; 
axo,  there  is  a  great  and  unpailable  gulf  betwixt  heaven 
and  that  place  of  feparation  from  God  :  But  the  foot  of 
it  is  fct  upon  the  earth  for  the  fons  of  men  ;  and  every 
man,  young  and  old,  who  hears  this  everlafting  goipe], 
is  invited,  called,  andwrarranted  to  come,  through  Chriit,. 
who  is  the  way,  the  ti^uth,  and  the  life.  There  is  no 
cherubim,  nor  Naming  fwordto  obllruvi  youiy^ccefs  ;  but 
the  Spirit  and  the  Bride  fay,  come  ;  and  let  him  that 
heareth  fay  come  ;  ajid  whofoever  will,  let  him  come 
and  take  the  Water  of  Life  freely.'*  Mo>*cri£fi^'s 
Works,  Vol.  h  p.  177/173. 

the 
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the  Father  had  not  fciit,  and  if  the  Son  had  not 
comf  all  our  length,  none  of  all  the  goilty  fa-- 
niily  could  ever  have  mounted  up  to  heaven-— 
tlicy  cottld  never  rife  one  ftcp  heaven-ward  of 
themfelves.  Its  pofition  is  alfo  expreffii^c  of 
the  fbvereignty  of  divine  grace  :  The  foot  of  it 
is  not  fet  in  hell,  for  the  rcftef  of  fallen  angels  ; 
for,  verily,  he  took  nat  on  him  the  nature 
of  angels •'^—T^T-The  unity,  extent,  and  perfec- 
tion of  this  ladder,  reprdfent  the  union  of  tlie 
mediator^fi  perlbn,  the  extent  of  his  mediation, 
and  the  perfection  of  his  rightconfoefs.  The 
top  and  foot  of  this  ladder  made  only  one  ; 
and  the  divine  and  human  natures  conftitute 
but  one  perlbn.  By  the  work  accomplMhed 
in  confiqtience  of  this  union,  God  and  man, 
who  were  at  variance,  arc  made  cwie.  Nor  is 
there  any  neceffity  to  add  the  righteoufhefs  of 
any  mere  creature  unto  Chrift's  fatisfacftion,  as 
another  ilcp  to  this  wonderful  ladder;  Truly, 
no ;  God  can  now  come  unto  us,  in  tlie  fulfeft 
confiftency  with  his  holineft ;  and  man  may 
draw  near  to  God,  in  the  fuUeft  aflurance  of 
faith :   Through  lum  we  both  have  an  accefs, 

by  one  Spirit,  unto  the   Father. The  use 

of  this  ladder :  Thi^  ladder  exhibits  the  mini* 
ftry  of  angels  to  the  heirs  of  falvation  :  Be- 
hold   THE    ANGELS  OF  GOD  ASCENDING   AND 

DESCENDING  ON  it!  Through  Chrift  they 
afcend,  to  account  for  their  miniftrations,  and 
to  receive  inftruclions :  .They  delccnd  to  dif^ 
charge  their  truft  in  the  fcrvice  of  tlic  militant 
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Church.  The  angel  of  the  Lord  encamps,  and 
round  cncompafleth  them  who  fear  him.  What 
though  Efau  come  againft  Jacob  with  foui* 
hiuidred  men,  if  he  is  furrounded  with  Goo^s 

HOSTS  ? 

It  has  been  obje^ed  againft  the  applica- 
tion of  this  ladder  to  Chrift,  to  the  following 
purport :  "  the  Lord  who  ftood  above  thir 
ladder  is  the  Angel  of  the  Covenant :  But  it  b 
abfurd  to  fuppofe  the  Son  of  God  ftood  above 
the  ladder,  and  yet  was,  at  "the  fame  time  re- 
prefcntedby  it*/'  It  may  be  replied,  There 
is  no  impropriety  in  the  Mediator's  giving 
fymbolical  rcprefentations  of  himfelf ;  for  it  is 
undeniably  certain,  that  Chrift  gave  the  law 
of  ceremonies  to  Moles ;  and  equally  certain 
that  tlie  ceremonies  prefigured  their  author- 
Now,  If  he  might  inftitute  types  of  himfelf, 
why  might  he  not  make  a  (yrabolical  reprc- 
fentation  of  himfelf  upon  the  minds  of  the  pa- 
triarchs izi  like  manner 'j'. 

2.  The  other  Solemnity  for  confii^matiorT of 
this  covenant,  is,  the  monument  which  Jacob 
crecflcd  to  perpetuate  the  memory*  of  it,  Sayf? 
Mofes,  "  And  Jacob  took  a  ftone^  that  he  had 
put  for  his  pillow,  and  fet  it  up  for  a  pillar, 

*  Pet.  du  Baft.  Append,  ilu  ad  vltam  ejus.  Edit.  Ro- 
tcrdani.  1694. 

f  For  a  farther  folution  of  tliis  dijSiculty,  vide  Witil 
Meleteinata  Leiden,  p.  255,  256. 
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atld  poured  oil  upon  the  lop  of  it*     Ahd  he 

called  the  name  oE  the  place  Bethel/' 

He  .took  the  ftone  which  he  had  put  for  his 
pillow^  and  (et  it  up  for  a  pillar^  There  is  a 
manifeft  difference  between  letting  up  ^  (lone 
as  a  ftatue  to  be  worfhipped^  and  as  a  memo- 
rial of  paft  tranfadiions.  The  former  is  ex- 
prelsly  prohibited^;  die  latter  pradifad  with 
divine  approbation  j* .  The  ftone  which  Ja- 
cob ftt  up  was  for  commemoration  arid  ob- 
lation* By  it  he. meant  to  commemorate  n6t 
only  his.  hard/hip,  which^  comp^ed  with  his 
deliver ancr,  could  not  fail  to  in(pire  Mith  gra- 
titude J  but  alfo  God's  gracious  promife  on  the 
one  hand,  and  his  folemn  vow  on  the  other* 
.This  pillar  was  alfb  ereAed  for  an  altar  unto 
the  Lord ;  and  a  drink-offering  was^  probably, 
offered  on  it  at  this  time^  as  wcre^  perhaps, 
burnt-offerings ;  but,  certainly,  drink-offerings 
afterwards  :  **  And  Jacob  <f  t  up  a  pillar  in  the 
place  where  God  talked  with  him,  even  a  pil^ 
lar  of  ftone ;  and  he  poured  a  drink-offering 
thereon,  and  he  poured  oil  thereon  J  /'  The 
Jftone  ^vhith  Jacob  fet  up  thcti  was  a  figtire  of 
Jeftis  Chrift,  thie  precious  ftone- — the  New 
Tcftanxent  altar.- — ^-*He  poured  oil  on  the  top 
of  it.  This  rule  will  be  better  underftood  by 
comparing  it  with  the  confecration  of  the  al- 
tar of  biurnt-offering :   "  It  ftiall  be  an  anoint* 

^  Levit.  jcxvi.  i.         f  J<^«  i^*  «-*9-  ^otiv.  2^- 
.     .  %  Gen.  3CXXV.  14.        ^ 

*  F  f  ing 
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in<y  oiL  And  thou  fliak  anoint  the  'tabemacfe 
of  the  congregation  therewith.— And  the  altar 
of  bui-nt-offering,  with  all 'his  veflcls***  The 
anointing  this  llonc,  then,  is  a  firthcr  proofy 
til  at  it  was  meant  to  prefig^ure  Chrlft^  the  tnic; 
altar,  who  was  fanAificd  and  fet  apart  unto^ 
this  purpofe,  by  the  anointing  of  the  .  Holy 
Gholl  above  mcafure. 

3.  Jacob,  as  a  further  proof  of  his  grati- 
tude, changed  the  name  of  the  place.  He 
called  the  name  of  the  place  Bethel  :  That 
is,  The  Houfe  of  God.  Formerly  God's  pre- 
fence  was  in  the  houfe  of  Ifaac,  and  there  it 
continued  ftill :  But  Jacob  is  now  an  exile  frorai 
that  houfe.  Fellowfhip  and  communion  with 
the  living  God,  however,  makes  any  place  the 
houfe  of  God,  and  the  gate  of  heaven. 

FOURTHLY^  It  was  propofcd  in  the  next 
place,  to  confider  the  Occasioks  of  diis  Co- 
venant. 

1,  It  was  made  after  Ifaac,  like!  his  father 
Abraham,  had  diffembled,  if  not  denied  his 
marriage.  The  fear  of  Hian  w^as  a  fbajre  unto- 
both.  And  as  covenant-renovation  was . reu- 
'dered  neceflary  by  the  fall  of  the  former,  fa 
alfo  by  that  of  the  latter.  : 

♦  Exod.  XXX.  35— 2H.     Vid^  Walthcr^/HsttHiDJi.Bi- 
bhc.  p.  ISO* 

2.  Jacob 
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2.  Jac&s   Had,    by- fraudulent    means,    ob-* 
tained  Efaii's  birth-riglit.      Here   it  might  be 
enquired,— I.  What  are  the  prerogatives    of  ^ 
primogeniture  ?— ^And,   2.  How  far  Jacob  ob- 
tained them  by  unlawful  means  ? 

I.  What  were  the  prerogatives  of  primo- 
geniture among  the  Ifraelites  ?  And,  firft,  From 
the  deftr«<5lion  of  Egypt's  firll-boxn,  ui»to  the 
inftitution  of  the  Acircnical  priefthood,  the 
prieft's  office  was  a  prerogative  of  it.  Some 
Chriftian  xUyines,  in  compliance  with  the  Rab- 
bins, reckon  that  the  priefthood  belonged  al- 
Warys  unto  the  digriity  6f  thefiVft-bom ;  but, 
from  the  beginning,  it  was  not  fo.  The  fiyfi:-* 
born  of  Jffi'ael  were  cohfecrated  to  Cod  imme- 
diately after  ^^^y  came  out  of  Egypt ;  and 
were,  probably,  -ftyled  Prieftis  -*  prior  to  the  gi- 
ving of  the  law ;  as  they  were,  certainly,  ex- 
changed for  the  Levites  to  fill  that  office  af- 
tei*wayds:j;.  But  it  docs  not  appear  that  the 
^iefthood  ^as  any  part  of  the  prerogative 
which  Efau  fold  at  this  trtne.  Secondly,  A 
double  -portion  of  the  paternal  inheritance  was 
likeways  a  prerogative  df  the  firft-born  in  If- 
rael :  Hence,  when  Jacob  took  the  right  of 
primogeniture  from  Reuben,  he  gave  the  in- 
heritance to  Jofeph.  In  the  .cafe  befoi^e  us, 
the  inheritance  vrhich  Abraham  and  Ifaac  en- 
joyed was  nothing  more  than  a  fmall  parcel 
-  .  ■         •  Y 

♦  £xod.  xix.  22.         t  Numb-  ilL  tlxrougbout. 

Ff2        ■  of 
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of  ground  which  Abraham  bought  for  a  burial- 
place;  but  they  had  all  the  land  of  Canaan 
in  promife.  Both  were  difpofed  of  by  Efau. 
Thirdly,  The  rights  of  the  firft-bom  feem  to 
have  included  rule,  at  leaft  while  the  fons  of 
a  family  dwelt  together.  Said  God  to  Cain, 
^^  If  thou  docft  well,  unto  thee  fliall  be  his 
{namely  Abel's)  delire ;  and  thou  flialt  rule 
6Ver  him.''  When  thefe  rights  were  transfer- 
red, in  prophecy,  fl*om  Efau  uiito  Ja,COb,  n4e, 
or  government  was  not  omitted.  The  elder 
(liall  ferve  the  younger.  The  right  to  thQ 
magiftracy,  however,  in  large  fo^icties  at  leaft, 
was  conferred  by  elcfSion*,  Finally,  Whair 
ever  might  be  reckoned  among  the  right?  of 
primogeniture,  in  ancient  times,  thofc  pur« 
chafed  by  Jacob  certainly  included  {pirituaLp[ivi« 
leges ;  Such  as,  fucceeding,  at  his  father's  de* 
ccaTe,  to  enjoyment  of  covenant  privileges  and 
proniifes,  and  the  paternal  beuedii^ion ;  Hence 
Jacob  wa:^  taken  into  covenant  with  God  in 
preference  to  Efau,  as  was  Ifaac  in  preference 
lo  Iflmiael,  That  fpecial  privileges  w^re  ip^ 
eluded  in  the  birth-right,  at  this  time,  is  evi^ 
<lent  from  the  Apqftle's  ufing  birth-right  and 
blefllng  as  lynonymous;  ;uid  alfo,  from  the 
cenfurc  paffcd  on  JEfau  for  leDing  it.  He  flyl* 
cth  him  a  prqfake  pE;R$ONf  j  but  he  could 
never  be  ftyled  profane  fpr  pailipg  with  piivv* 
leges  merely  temporal* 

^  See  Locke,  and  Algerupon  Sidney^  on  Covemv^enU 
I   H^b,  ?m.  i6.  17, 

n.  Should 
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II.  Should  it  be  enqtiircd,  How  far  Jacob 
obtained  this  birth-right  by  unlawful  means  ? 
It  may  be  anfwcred,  He  was  certainly  cul^ble 
in  tempting  his^  brother  ta  profanity ;  as  weH 
as  being  inilritmental  in  promoting  his  profane 

courfe  *.• The  renovation  of  the  promife^ 

after  inch  a  fall,  taught  Jacob,  that,  as  he  did 
not  merit  his  ele<ftion  by  his  own  gooduefs  ;  €0 
neither  could  he  fruftrate  it  by  his  fraud  and 
wickedn<r«. 

3.  It  obtained  after  Jacob  had  (hared  in 
thofe  trials  t6  which  Ifaac'^  family  had  been  ex-» 
pofed  in  the  land  of  the  Philiffines.  Before 
this  famine,  Jacob  had  finned,  in  giving  f<^d 
to  hi$  brother  for  his  birth-right;  for  which 
he  was  chaftifed  by  the  want  of  food,  but  en- 
abled to  bear  it  by  virtue  of  that  Covenant  in- 
to which  he  entered  with  his  father  Ifaac. 

-4,  This  tranfaiStion  obtained  after  Jacob 
had  impofed  on  his  father  to  obtain  his  bleflmg, 
and  had  avSlually  been  blefled  by  him.  The 
patriarchal  bcnediiSlion  was  projrfietical  j  and^ 
IfaaQ's  was  an  illuftrious  prophecy  of  what  fliould 
befal  his  fons  in  the  latter  days.  It  was  the 
will  of  God,  that  Jacob  fliouId  have  the  blct 
Img.j  for  he  had  forewarned  his  motlier,  tliat 
the  elder  (hould  ferve  the  younger :  But  Re- 
bekah   and  Jacob  were  fp  far  from  trufting  to 

♦  Heidegger  Hi&.  Patriarch.  Tom.  II*  Thcf.  viiJ. 
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that  proftnife, .  as  they  ought,  and  iit>fti  put- 
ting Ifaac  in  mind  of  it,  when  he  Ihewed  a 
partial  fondnefs  for  Efau,  that  they  betook 
themfelves  unto  the  arts. of  fraud  and  impo- 
fture. 

5.  This  tranfadion  obtained  Juft  affceir  Ja- 
cob had  efcaped  the  rage  of  his  difaf^ointed 
brother ;  and  when  he  was  on  a  hazardous  jour* 
neyiinto  a  fraudulent  uncle.  As  he  cfcapcd 
the  firft,  it  became  him  to  be  thankful ;  as  he 
was  ftill  expofcd  to  the  lafl,  he  much  needed 
a  frcfh  proof  of  God's  goodnefs,  to  prepare 
him  for  it,  and  fupport  him  imder.it..,   .  . 

6.  Once  more,  Thfs  covenant  obt^ed.one 
humlred  and  lixty-two  years .  after  the  family 
of  his  gra^df Either  liad  been  taken  into  Cove- 
nant with  God,  and  feparated  to  be  the  an- 
ceftor-  of  the  Mefliah.  Hfty  years  after  that 
covenant  which  is  tlie  fubjcA  of  the  foregoing 
dUTcrtation.  Near  one  hundred,  and  forty, of 
thofe  four  hundred  years,  in  .which  the  ft ed. of 
Abraham  were  atflii^5^ed  and  ftrangers,  had  now  - 
elapfed  :  Covenant-renovation  was  nccellafy  at 
this  time,  then,  as  an  encouragement  to  the 
afflicted ;  and  alfo,  as  Ifaac,  the  head  of  the 
covenanting  family,  was  greatly  advanced  in 
years,  and  the  vigour  of  his  natural  faddties 
impaired  accordingly. 

LASTLY, 
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LASTLY,  I  ftjall  conclude  tWs  Diflertatkw 
with,  a  few,  REFLficTiQa^a  oil  the  whok. 

1.  Thi5,  fubjjecSl  afibn^  a  nolAe  €Ure<2x>ry 
for  ei^pUcit  and  •  (bkouv  Covonaritrng.  Ja-«. 
cob  turned  Qod's  prorruies  into  hofy  refblations^ 
and  folernn  prof eAiOm;  and  he  engaged  to 
improve  th^n  fco  all  ho^y  ofbedienc^*  Thia 
tran&^on.affbnd3  an'idc^  of  vowing  iand  oof-^ 
venanting,  vaftly  different  from  fomc  modem 
theories  of  it :  It  teacheth  us  to  confider  this 
duty  as  referring  unto  divine  promifes,  and  ar- 
ticles of  faith,  as  well  as  unto  precepts  j— as 
including  engagements  unto  fiich  duties  as  are 
neceflary  and  moral,  as  well  as  thofc  which 
were  arbiti-ary  and  ritual :  Whereas,  the  mo- 
dern theory  feems  to  confine  it  to  thofe  things 
which  are  purely  indifferent,  or  ceremoniaU 
This  vow  of  Jacob's  teacheth  us,  that  our  en- 
gagements fliouid  include  neitlier  lefs  nor  niore 
than  God  hath  promifed  and  enjoined.  Nor 
was  a  famous  Chi'iftian  Council  otherways 
minded  :  They  enaiSled,  That "  no  one  thing 
is  rightly  vowed  to  God,  unlefs  we  have  re- 
ceived it  ftom  his  hand  ;  feeing  all  things  which 
arc  offered  to  liim  are  his  own  free  gift*/' 

2.  Solemn  vows  (hould  be  carefully  remem- 
bered,that  they  maybe  faithfully  perfoi'med,  and 

♦  The  Coiuicil  of  Orange,  quoted  by  Calvin,  Inftitnt. 
Lib,  IV.  cap.  xiii.  §  5. 

fuitably 
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iuitably  improved.  Jacob  not  oiily  vowccl, 
but  .aUb  iet  up  a  memorial  of  his  vow :  And 
God  afterwards  renewed  Jiis  Bethel  vifits,  and 
Bethel  promifeS)  on  the  one  hand  }  while  Jatob 
remend^red,  and  fulfilled  his  engagements  on 
the  other.  The  vows  of  many,  alas!  are  for- 
gotten almoft  as  (bon  as  they  are  made :  But, 
where  the  Spirit  brings  them  to  remembrance, 
their  falutary  fruits  will  be  fcnmd  many  days 
hence* 


DISSER- 
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ON    THE    SINAI   COVENANT* 


P     A     H     T 
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£  X  oD.  ^dx.- 


-iXxiv.  Bi 


AS  this  IS    one  of^  the  mofl  fhipcndious 
and  augpuft  fcencs  tliat  was  ever  open- 
ed  on   the   ftagc    of^  this   world,    we 
have  much  need  to  exercife  an  humble  depen- 
dence on  the  Father  of  Lights,  when  we  con- 
template it.     It  is  not  our  purpofe  to  examine 
the  various  hypothefifes  which  .have  been  in- 
Vented   on  this  fijbjeA  j  nor  exhibit  the  foun- 
dations on  which  they  have  been  eftabliflied, 
farther  than  the  condderation  of  thefe  things 
may  be  requifite.  for  the  declaration  "and  con- 
fiiination  of  the  Truth. 

That  we  may  avoid  that  which  Jia^  been  fo 
fatal  to  others^  wc  fliall, — I.  Shew  who  are  the 


$ 


parties 
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Parries  in  this  tranfa^lion. — ^11.  What  are  the 
Contents  of  it. — III.  How  it  was  Confirmed. — 
IV.  What  gave  Occafion  to  it. — After  which 
fubjoin  a  few  Refledtions  on  the  whole. 

FIRST,  I  am  to  fliew  who  are  the  Parties. 
Covenanting.  They  are,  Jehovah  the  Son  of 
God;,  and  INIofes,  with  all  Ifrael  reprefcnted  by 
him.  Concerning  the  Great  Author  of  this 
Tranfadion,  I  may  obferve, 

1 .  Tjto  u  G  H  the  right  of  legiflaUon  belongs 
unto  God,  eflentially  confidercd ;  yet,  the  pub- 
lication of  the  divine  laws  was  executed  by 
the  Son,  as  the  Prophet  and  King  of  tlic  Old 
Teftament  Church.  No  one  of  the  Sacred  Three 
are  excluded,  indeed ;  but  ihe  Son  muft  be 
cliiefly  intended  ;  feeing  this  grand  legiflation, 
and  foederal  traufadlion  with  I(rael  was  a  part 
of  the  execution  of  his  Mediatorial  office.  This 
appears  from  various  tcftimonies,  elpccially 
"from  ^the  writers  of  the  New  Teftament.  Ste- 
phen ftyles  this  Law^ver  the  Angel,  as  well 
as  the  Lord  God  of  Abraham,  &c.  "  I  am 
the  God  of  thy  fathers,  the  God  pf  Abraham, 
atid  the  God  of  liaac,  and  the  God  of  Jacob.'' 
— "  Tlie  angel' who  fpakc  vvith  him  (viz.  Mo- 
Tcs)  in  the  mount  Sinai  *.**  The  glorious 
Ipeakcr  is  the  Moft  Higli  God,  whofe  nam^  a- 
lone  is  Jehovah  the  Sop  ;  for  it  is  competent 

•  A\fls(  vli.  32,  compared  with  vcrfe  58'. 

unto 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Parti.      PISSERTATION     V.        535 

unto  hitfi  alpne  to  be  denominated  the  An- 
gel. The  Pfalmift  and  the  Apoftle  afford  theh' 
joint  fuifrage,  like  wife,  in  this  matter  :  Said  the 
former,  "  O  God,  when  thou  wenteft  forth  be- 
fore thy  people,  when  thou  didft  march  through 
the  wildernefc ;  Selah  :  The  earth  fhook,  the 
heavens  alfo  dropped  at  the  prefence  of  God ; 
even  Sinai  itfelf  was  moved  at  the  prefence  of 
Cod,  the  God  of  Ifrael." — ^'  The  chariots  of 
God  are  twenty  thoufand,  even  thoufands  of 
iingek:  The  Lovd  is  among  them  as  in  Sinai, 
in  the  iholy  place.  Thou  haft  afcended  on 
high,  thou  haft  led  captivity  captive  :  Thou 
haft  received  gifts  for  men ;  yea,  for  the  re- 
bellipus  alfo,  diat  the  Lord  God  miglit  dwell 
among  them."  And  the  latter  explains  it  thus  ; 
*'  But  unto  every  one  of  u^  is  given  grace,  ac- 
cording to.  the  meafure  of  the  gift  of  Chrilr . 
"Wherefore  he  faith,  When  he  afcended  up  on 
•  high,  he  led  captivity  captive,  and  gave  gifts 
unto  men  *•"     Moreover,  the  AiK>ftle  declares, 

that 

*  Pfal.  Ixviii.  7,  8.  and  verfes  17,  18.  compared  with 
Ephcf.  iv.  7,  8.  The  texts  liave  been  compared  and  ex- 
plained by  Zanchius  de  Tribiis  Klohim^  p.  34,  55,  and 
59.  Dr  Owen  confiders  this  as  one  of  the  nioft  augnlt ' 
appearances  of  the  Son  of  God  under  that  difpenfation. 
Mr  Abraham  Taylor  as  an  irrefragable  proof  of  the  fu- 

preme  Deity  of  the  Son  :  On  the  Trinity,  p.  219. A 

'certain  ciafk  of  authors,  I  acknowledge,  give  ^  very  difFc- 
rent'account  of  this  party  :  They  reprcfent  him  as  ''ai5l- 
ing  merely  as  a  temporal  prince,  giving  laws  rather  in- 
tended to  direft  the  outward  condudl  than  to  regulate 
the  a<fUng8  o^  the  heart,"  Dr  Erikine*s  Piilertations,  p. 
5.     The  fame  author  likeways  avers,    •*  God,  as  huf- 

Vf  2  band 
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that  it  was  ChrifVs  voice  who  fhook  the  earth 
from  Sinai :  "  See  that  ye  refufc  not  him  that 
Ipeaketh  :  For  if  they  efcaped  not  who  refufed 
him  who  (pake  on  earth  ;  much  more  fliall  not 
we  efcape  if  we  turn  away  from  him  that 
Ipeaketh  from  heaven :  whofe  voice  (hook  the 
eai^th/'j 

2.\The  place  in  which  this  glorious  pcrfon 
covenanted  with  Ifracl  was  Sinai  ;  or  Horeb, 
in  Arabia  Petrea.  Some  conceive  this  moun* 
tain  had  two  tops  ;  the  one  lower,  called  Ho-^ 
reb ;  the  otber  higher,  called  Sinai.  *  Again, 
others  think  it  more  probable,  that  Horeb 
was  tlje  name  of  the  wildcmefsj-^and  Sinai  of 
a  mountain  which  ftands  in  it:  They  reckon,, 
Sinai  is  exprefsly  faid  to  be"  the  name  of  the 
mountain  j  as  when  Mofes  declares,  that  "  mount 
Sinai  was  altogether  on  a  finoke  :''  And,  '*  the 
I^ord  came  down  on  mount  Sinai/*  And,  as 
for  thofe  places  where  Horeb  feems  to  be  ftyl- 
cd  a  mountain,  as  well  as  Sinai,  the  words  will 
bear  to  be  rendered  the  mqunIt  of  God  in 
H  o  R  E  n  * :  That  is,  In  tlie  wildernels  of  Horeb, 
According  to  this  view,  Ifrael  abode  m  the 
wildernefs  of  Horeb,  at  the  foot  of  mount  Si-* 

band  qf  the  gofpel  church,  claims  from  his  people  in* 
ward  affection  and  love,  and  accepts  them  only  whp 
worfliip  him  in  Spirit  and  in  Truth.  In  the  Mofaic  Co- 
venant it  \vas  otlierways!"  But  this  accowit  can  never 
comport  with  Dcut.  v.  28,  29. 

f  Dr  Owen's  Zxercit,  Vol.  I.  p.  270, 

nal, 
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nai,  while  the  Law  was  announced  to  them 
from  the  top  of  it.  Whatever  be  in  thefe 
things,  tlic  names  of  the  places  themfelves 
fecm  to  be  fignificative  :  Hor  e b  denotes  DRV 
and  'PArcH£IS;  and  this  was  a  parched  land 
indeed) — a  land  where-  there  was  no  water. 
Sinai  imports  a  bush,  or  Thorns:  As  thorns 
were  the  eflFeft  of  the  curfe,  Co  it  was  a  fit  place 
for  announcing  the  curfe  againft  every  ^e- 
iumptuous  tranfgreflbr.  Horeb  was  tlie  mod 
horrid  delai^t,  and  Sinai  tlie  moft  rpgged  moun- 
tain in  that  Iblitude.  Thus,  the  ptacc  added 
greatly  to  the  horror  of  tlie  fcene. 

3.  The  maimer  of  his  appearance  was  (iiit- 
ed  to  his  work,  as  the  Jewifli  lawgiver.  It 
was  expreffive  of  his  divine  majefty  as  the  Son 
of  God.  He  was  attended  with  the  moft  Qjl^n- 
did  retinue:  The  armies  of  heaven  followed 
him.      Hence,    this   legiflation  is  ftjled    thk 

WORD    SPOKEN   BY    ANGELS.       Augcls  did  nOt 

affiime  the  authority  of  lawgivers,  indeed;  but 
were  glad  to  be  made  the  inftruments  by  which 
the  Son  of  God  fhewcd  forth  his  glory ;  and' 
waited,  with  humble  cheerfulnefs,  on  his  (cr- 
vice.  Both  the  number  and  office  of  the  hear 
venly  legions  were  a  fignal  illuft ration  of  his 
majefty :  "  The  chaiiots  of  God  are  twenty 
thoufand,  even  thoulands  of  angeb  :  the  Lord 
is  among  them  as. in  Sinai.''  As  they  announ- 
ced the  honour  of  the  lawgiver,  fb  they  alfi> 
prqclaimed  the  excellence  of  the   law  :    Said 
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Paul,  '^  The  Law  was  ordained  by  angeUin 
the  hand  of  a  Mediator."  And  Stephen  ex^ 
aAly  coincides  with  him  in  tlie  fame  (entiment : 
"  Who  received  tlie  law  by  the  diipofition  of 
angels  */'  The  miniftry  of  thefe  glorious  fpi- 
rits  is  exprefled  in  both  texts,  in  the  original^ 
by  one  and  the  fame  term.  It  is  not'  meant 
of  a  magifterial  ordination  :  for  it  cannot  con- 
fift  with  the  Icgillative  authority,  and  peculiar 
Lordlhip  of  the  Great  God,  to  fuppole  that  he 
divided  it,  even  with  angels  of  the  higheft  or- 
der. So  far  as  1  can  judge,  it  (ecms  to  de- 
note their  inftrumentality  in  railing  tlie  6rc  and 
the  finoke,  and  the  found  of  the  trumpet.  Some 
alfo  conceive,  they  formed  the  articulate  voice 
by  which  the  ten  commandments  were  convey- 
ed to  tlie  ears  of  the  people.  But  the  voice 
which  pronounced  the  words  of  the  Law  was 
certainly  the  voice  of  God  himfelf :  "  God 
ipakc  all  thefc  words  faying,*' &c.  The  infe- 
rior orders  of  creatures  acknowledged,  in  their 
manner,  his  dreadful  rftajefty  and  glory.  HcnCf, 
wlicn  facred  writers  wquld  reprefent  the  gl<«.y 
-of  "the  Deity,  in  the  moft  lofty  ftrains,  tWy 
borrow  their  colouring  from  this  auguft  ap- 
pearance 'j'.     Oftner  than  once  has  the  Pfalmift 

that 

♦  Cal.  ill.  19,  and  Aiis  vU.  53. 

f  ^'  Ejiifdeiii  eft  cuni  fupcnoribus  generis,  is  qtiem  ex 
'*  his  locjs  cominnnibus.  pollrennim  aiFerara,  Dei  in  won- 
**  rem  Sinam  Dcfcenl'us.     UIa  defcribitui-  Adventiis  Dei 

^  ^     "^  <«  ad 
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tbat  power  which  moved  the  inanimate  crea-- 
tion  on  that  grand  bccafion,  in  the  moft  fub- 
lime  meaftu^es :  "  Then  the  earth  fliook  and 
trembled  ;  the  foundations  of  the  hifis  moved, 
and  were  fliaken/' — -*^  There  went  up  a  fmoke 
out  of  his  noftrils,  and  fire  out  of  his  month 
devoured  :  and  coals  were  kindled  by  it*  He 
bowed  the  heavens  alfo  and  came  down  ;  and 
darknefs  was  under  his  feet.  And  he  rode 
upon  a  cherub,  and  did  fly :  yea,  he  did  fly 
upon  the  wings  of  the  whid.  He  made  dark- 
nefs his  fccrct  place  ;  his  pavilion  round  about 
him  were  dark  waters  and  thick  clouds  of  the 
fkies.  At  the  bri^htncfs  that  was  before  him 
his  thick  xlbuds  pafled ;  hail  ftones  and  coals 
of  fii-e.  The  Lord  alfo  thundered  in  the  hea- 
vens^ and  the  Higheft  gave  his  voice ;  hail- 
ftones  and  coals  of  fire*.**  Again,  the  fame 
royal'  infpircd  pen  delineates  this  auguft  fcene 
in  the  following  terms :  *-'  O  God,  when  thou 
tventeft  forth  before  thy  people,  when  thou 
dicU^  march  through  the  wilderaefs ;  Sclah : 
The  earth  ihogk,  the  heavens  alfo  dropped  at 
the  preftjuce  of  God  ;  even  Sinai  itfelf  was  mo- 
ved   at  the  prefence  of  God,  the  God  of  IC- 

*'  ad  esercendum  Judicium  ;  ad  libersindos  pios^  ad  ex- 
''  c'tdendos  liofleSi  ycI  )>otentia  Dei  quocimque  itiodo  iefc 
'*  exhibens ;  ex  auguilo  illo  borribilique  Sinx  apjjaratu 
**  fcejia  in  inftrtiitur.  His  niliil  frequentius,  nihil  gran- 
^^  dicu,"  LowTH  (the  prefcnt  Biihop  of  London)  dc  Sa- 
cra poeG  Heb»  cdU>,ah»  17^2.  p.  110.  ; 

»  Pfal.  xviii;  7— T^ 
,  ^  i-acL'' 
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rael  *.*'  Once  more,  "  Whcti  Ifrael  went  out 
of » Egypt /'-—'*  The  momitains  Ikipped  like 
rams,  and  the  little  hills  like  lamb^.  What 
ailed  yoiif  O  ye  mountains,  that  ye  (kipped 
like  rams  ;  and  ye  Kttle  hills,  like  lanibs  I 
Tremble,  thou  eardi,  at  the  prefence  of  the 
Lord^  at  the  prefence  of  the  God  of  Jacobf/ 
To^hcfe  we  may  fubjoin  Habgkkuk's  Iketch  of 
this  appearace  :  ''  His  glory  covered  the  hea* 
Vcns,  and  the  earth  was  full  of  his  praife/'— 
'^  His  brightnefs  was  as  the  light  ;"— ''  die 
everlafting  mountains  were  fcattered,  the  per- 
petual hills  did  bow :  his  ways  are  everlafting-'' 
— "  The  mountains  faw  i:hee,  and  they  trcflpn 
bled  J  /'  PhuI  draws  a  profe  defcription  fif  this 
fceiie  far  fup^rior,  in  finlplicity  and  grandeur^ 
unto  the  lofticft:  ftrains  of  heajthen  pocfyj 
'*  The  mount  that  burned  withiire,  tlie  black- 
neis  of  dai'knefs,  and  temjieft,  anxl  the  found 
't>f  a  trumpet,  and  the  voice  of  w^ords  :''-—"  And 
fo  terrible  was  the  fight,  that  Mofes  faid,J 
exceedingly  fear  and  quake  §."  Thefe  things 
are  a  lively  comment  on  the  Mofaic  hiftory' 
^'  There  were  tliundcrs  and  lightnings,  and  a 
thick  cloud  upon^  the  mount,  and  tlie  voice  of 
the  trumpet  exceeding  loud." — -'^  And  Mofcs 
brought  forth  thd  people  out  of-tlie  camp  to 
meet  with  God ;  and  thfey  flood  at  the  nether' 
part  of  the  momit.     And  mount   Sinai  was  al- 

♦  Pfal.  lxviii..7.  8.        f  PftJ.  cjiiv.  Jj  4,  6,  7. 
t  Kabak.  iii.  3^  4,  6;  10.      §  Htb^  xii.  iS.  19.  ir. 

together 


Digitized  by 


Google 


pAiT  I-      DISSERTATION     V.       241 

togctheV  on -a  fmoke)  becaufe  the  Lord  de- 
icended  upon  it  in  fire :  and  the  fmoke  there- 
of afcended  as  the  finoke  of  a  furnace,  and  the 
whole  mount  quaked  greatly.  An4  vrhcn  the 
voice  of  the  trumpet  founded  long,  and  wax- 
ed louder  and  louder,  Mofes  fpake,  and  God 
anfwered  *.'*     How  grand  the  preparation  ! — 

How 

•  £x.od.  XIX.  1 6 — 19.  As  infpircd,  fo  likeways  unin- 
Q>ired  poets  have  been  obliged  td  this  fcene  for  image- 
ry.   Witnel^  Milt6n  and  Dr  Yoiuig: 


-''  Forth  rufli*d  with  "whirlwind  found 


The  chariot  of  Paternal  Deity, 

Plafhing  thick  flames^  ^hecl  within  whe^l  undrawn, 
Itfelf  inftuKfl  with  fpirit,  but  convoy  *d 
By  four  cherubic  fhapes  ;  four  faces  each 
Ha^  wondrous  ;  as  with  ftars  their  bodies  all. 
And  wings  were  fet  with  eyes,  with  eyes  the  wheel* 
Of  beryl,  and  careering  fires  between  ; 
Over  their  heads  a  cryflal  firmament. 
Whereon  a  fapphire  throne,  inlaid  with  pure 
*  Amber,  and  coloiirs  of  the  flxow-ry  arch. 
He,  in  cdefUal  panftplj  all  arm'd 

Of  radiant  Urim,  work  divinely  wrought,  ^ 

Afcended  :  At  his  right  hand  Vidiory 
Sat  eagle-wing'd  ;  befide  him  hung  his  bow, 
And  quiver  with  three-bolted  thunder  ftor'd  ; 
And  from  about  him  fierce  eflufion  rolFd 
Of  fmoke,  and  bick'ring  flame,  and  fparkles  dire.        i 
Attended  with  ten  tliouik^d  thoufknd  faint*. 
He  onward  c*ame ;  far  off*  his  coming  /hone  ; 
And  twenty  thoufand  (I  their  number  heard) 
Chariots  of  God,  half  on  each  hand,  were  feen.  ' 
He  on  the  wings  of  cherub  rode  fublime 
On  the  cryftaline  iky,  in  fapphire  thron'd, 
llluftriousfarandwide/'o*-— Farad. Lost  B.  VI.  1.  7;o. 

Z        Hh:  !f  Lond 
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How.  aftonifliing  the  phoenomcna  I      The  hea- 
vens bow  before  their  maker  !  The  forky  light- 
nings play  around  the  mountain's  towering  topt 
TJic  flaflies  of  fire  purfue  each  other  with  in^ 
conceiveable  rapidity  !   The  thundel'  claps  are 
more  and  more  ingeminated  !   The  clangor  of 
tlie  trumpet,  the  terrible  emblem  of  the  arch- 
angel's final  blaft,  waxcth  louder  and  louder ! 
The  tremendous  note  wounds  nature's  trem- 
bliho;  ear !  Heaven  oroans  beneath  the  dread- 
ful  weight !  Earth  trembles  to  its  very  centre  I 
Stubborn  Sinai  quakes  to  its  loweft  bafe  !   The 
blackncfsof  darkRefs,  and  mountains  of  finoke 
add  unto  tlie  horror  of  the  day !   Well  might 
Mofes  exclaim,  "  I  exceedingly  fear  and  quake." 
Shall  the  inanimate  cre'ation  tremble  at  the  iji- 
ving  of  the  Law,   and  fliall  not  finners  tremble 
at  the  breaking  of  it?  Yes,  verily;  either  in 
filial  fear,  while  here  ;  or  before  a  judgement- 
feat,  hereafter.     In  fine,  the  hoiTor  of  the  for- 
mer exhibits  that  of  the  latter;  As  the   Son 
of  God  mamfefted  his   glort    at  tlie  giving 
of  the  law  j  fo  he  will  appear  in  his  own  G  Lo  R  Y , 

^'  Loud  peals  of  Thunder  give  the  Signy  and  all 
Heav 'n*s  terrors  in  array  furround  the  ball;    •' 
Sharp  lightnings  with  the  meteors  blaze  confpire> 
And  darted  downward  fet  the  world  on  fire  ; 
Black  rifing  clouds  the  thicken'd  sther  choke^ 
And  fpiry  flames  Hioot  thro*  the  rolling  fmokc.*' 

Last  Day,  Book  III. 


and 
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atid  his  Father^s  when    he   comes   to    enquiix 
how-mciiJiaVc  kept  it  *• 

The  other  Party  is  Moses,  and  all  Ifracl 
reprcfented  by  hiiii.     Here  I  may  obfcrve, 

I.  Moses  flood  in  the  capacity  of  a  repre- 
fcntative,    or  mediator.      He   was    conftituted 

IfracFs 


*  .f^  Here*  was  tlife  Hglttning  darted  in  their  eyes,  the 
thupders.  roaring  iii  ithe^r  oars,  the  trumpet  of  God 
drowhing  the  thiuiJer-claps,  the  voice  of  Godout-fpeak- 
ing^  the  trunT]3ct  'of  the  angel ;  the  cloudenwrapping,  the 
fmol^e  aiketidiiigy  the  Hre  fikmiiig^  the  mount  tremblings 
Mofe6  climbing  and  <1  making,  palenefs  and  death  in  the 
face  of  jfrael,  yproajr  in  the  elements,  and  all  tlic^  g^ory 
of  hea*s^en  ttimdd  intfci  terror.  In  the  deftrudion  of  the 
firft  world)  there  was  clouds  without  lire:  In  .the  de-- 
ftm^ion  of  Spdoin>  tbarc  was  fire  i-aining  without  clouds; 
but  here  was  fire,  fmoke,  clouds^  thunder,  eartliquakes, 
and  whatfoeyer  might  work  more  allonifhment,  dian  e- 
'^er'was  in  any  vengeance  inflid:ed.— -And  if  the  Law 
were  thus  given,  how  fliall  it  be  required  ?  If  fuch  were 
the  proclamation  pi*.  God's  itamtes,  what  fhall  the  fef- 
fions  be  ?  J  iee,  ai^3  ti'cmble  at  the  rcfemblajice.  The 
trumpet  ojftjie  angel  called  unto  the  one  :  The  voice  of 
an  arch-angel,  ^e  jtrumpct  of  God,  fliall  fummon  us  to  - 
the  other.  To  tlie  one,  Mofes  (tliat  climbed  up  that 
hill,  and  aluue  faw  it)  fayai,  God  ^ame  with  ten  thou- 
fand  of  his  faints ;  in  the  other,  thoufand  thoufands  fhall 
miniHer  to  him,  and  ten  thoufand  thonfands  fhall  Hand 
before  him.  Ju  jtUe  one,  momit  Sitvai  only  was  in  a 
flame  ;  all  the  world  fhall  be  fo  in  the  c>ther  :  In  the  one, 
there  was  fire,  fmoke,  thunder,  ai\d  lightning  ;  in  the 
otlier,  a  fierr  flream  fhiJl  ifiiie  from  him,  wherewith  the 
heavens  fhall  be  dillblved,  and  the  elements  fhall  melt  a- 
way  with  a  noife.     O  God,  how  powerful  art  tliou   to 

li  h  2  inflict 


Digitized  by 


Google 


244       DISSERTATION     V.      Paut  x. 

Ifrael's  rcprefentativc  by  a  ^cial  mandate 
from  heaven  for  that  cffeA  :  ''  The  Lord  call- 
ed to  him  (viz.  Mofes)  out  of  the  mount,  fay- 
ing, Thus  Ihalt  thou  fay  to  the  houfe  of  Jacob, 
and  teU  the  children  of  Ifiacl,''  &c.  *'  Thefe  are 
the  words  which  thou  flialt  ipeak  unto  the  chil- 
dren of  Ifra^l.  And  Mofes  came  and  called 
for  the  elders  of  the  people,  and  laid  before 
their  faces  all  thefe  words  which  the  Lord 
commanded  him.  And  all  the  people  anfwer- 
ed  together,  and  faid.  All  that  the  Lord  hadi 
fpoken  we  will  do.  And  Mofes  returned  tlie 
words  of  the  people  unto  the  Lord.  And  the 
Lord  faid  unto  Mofes,  Lo,  1  come  unto  thee 
^n  a  thick  cloud,  that  the  people  may  hear 
when  I  (peak  with  thee,  and  believe  thee  for 
ever  */'  And  immediately  before  giving  the  ten 
commandments,  by  the  voice  of  God  from  Si- 
tiai,  his  commiffion  is  renewed :  "  And  thou 
ilialt  come  up,  thou  and  Aaron  with  thee  :  but 

inflivfl  vengeance  upon  finners,  who  didft  thus  forbid  fin  ! 
And  if*tliou  wert  fo  terrible  a  lawgiver,  what  a  judge 
ihalt  thou  appear  ?  What  fhall  become  of  die  breakers 
of  io  fiery  a  law  f  Oh,  Where  Ihall  thoib  appear  that  are 
guilty  of  the  tranfgreffing  that  law,  whofe  very  delive- 
ry was  liule  lefs  than  death !  If  our  God  fhould  exa«fl  his 
law  but  in  the  fame  rigor  wherein  he  gave  fe,  fin  could 
not  quit,  the  coft  :  But  now  the  fire  wherein  it  was  de- 
livered,  was  but  terrifying ;  the  fire  wherein  it  fliall  be 
required)  is  confaming.  Happy  are  thofe  that  are  from 
under  the  terrors  of  that  law,  which  was  grv^n  in  fire, 
and  in  fire  ihall  be  required."    Hall's  Contcmjp.  Book  V. 

♦  Exod.  xix.  3,  6 — 9.  ; 

let 
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let  not  the  priefts,  nor  the  people,  break 
through,  tx>  come  up  unto  the  Lord,  left  he 
break  forth  upon  them*/'  Thus  he  was  au- 
thorifed  to  draw  near  to  God  in  the  room  of 
the  people,  as  well  as  to  de^l  with  the  people 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord. 

2.  God  confiders  Ifraql,  in  this  tranfaftion, 
as  already  a*  covenanted  seed.  This  is  evi- 
dent from  the  account  which  he  gives  of  them 
hihifelf,  when  he  called  them  untb  this  duty : 
"Thus  flialt  thon  fay  unto  the  houfe  of  Jacob, 
and  tell  the  children  of  Ifi*ael,'*  iScc.  They  had 
dedicated  themielves  to  God,  and  taken  IfraeVs 
God  for  their  God,  in  the  loins  of  their  father 
Jacob.  This  is  equally  certain  from  the.  rcla*- 
tive  chara^^er  by  which  God  made  himfelf 
known  in  tiiis  traiifaclion  :  He  revealed  him- 
felf in  the  very  fame  chara<5ter  by  which  he 
was  known  t6  Mofes  at  the  Bfifh ;  rfierc  he  en- 
gaged to  meet  with  Mofes,  and  all  Ifi-ael,  at 
this  mount ;  '*  Certainly  1  will  be  with  thee  i 
and  this  (hall  be  a  token  unto  thee;  when 
thou  haft  brought  forth  the  people  out  of  E- 
gypt,  ye  fliall  lerve  God  on  this  mountain  j." 
Now,  the  gracious  accompliflbcr  of  this  proniife 
was  no  other  than  *'  the  God  of  Abraham,  the 
God  of  Ifaac,  and  the  God  of  Jacob.''  And 
God,  who  beft  knows  his  own  defigns,  declares, 
that  this  tranfaAion  was  a  renovation  and  ad-. 

•  Exod.  xix.  24.     t  Exod.  iii,  12.  See  alfo  verfe  6. 
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yanceiiicnt  of  a  cpveni^t  already  jnad^.  filf^ncc^ 
when  Mofes  preached  to  the  congregation  of 
Ifrael  .pn  this  covenant,,  under  the  infaUibiq 
direction  of  ;he  Spirit,  he  declared. the  Smai 
tranfaiftion  to  be  a,  pyofccution  of  theAbra* 
hamic  covenant  :  "  Bec^ule  the  Lord  lovqcj 
yon,  and  becaufe  he  would  keep  the  oath  which 
ie  had  fworn  unto  yoiir  fathers/' — *'  Know, 
therefore,  that  tlie  Lord,  thy  God^  he  is  God, 
the  faithful  Gq^,  who  l^epcth  coyeiHUlt  and 
mci-cy  with  th^m  tliat  love,  him,  ajid  k^epJ^Sl 
commaiulments,  to  a  tlioi^and  ; generations. 
Thou  fhalt^  therefore,  ke^p  the  commandments 
and  the  ftatutc^,  ^d  tj^c  jud^ntiApjts,  ^vyliich  I 
command  thee  this  day,  to  do  thcln-  Where- 
fore, it  fljall  come  tp  pais,  if  rye  hearU*n  to 
thcfe  judgn>ent^,  : and  .  keep  and,  dp^i-them, 
that  the  Lord ^  thy  Qod,  ^hall  .rivEp  .y,NTO 
THEp    THE    cpvEN.A  NT, ,  and    the    »tercy, 

WHICH    HE    SWA'ftE  tJNTO  TifY   i>THEJlS  *." 

I  (hall  only  add,  That. this  .c;ongrfigatio0  mufl 
be ' contidered  as,  alrcucly.  in)  covenant  with 
Gpd,  as  the  members  of  it  were  c^cuiticifed. 
They  mud  certainly  be  \tk  covenant  \vith  God., 
in  point  of  e?.ternal  privileges  at  Icuft,  who 
bear  the  fcal,pf  it:  That  circumciiipn  was  a~ 
fcal  of  tlic  covenant  of  their, ^n^eftors  is  evi- 
dent frovn  the  very  in/litution  pf  it:  That  this 
people  were  circumcilcd  is  equally  certain,  from 
the  cxj^rcfs  tcfiim^iy  of -Uic  Holy  Ghoft,:   ^'  All 

♦   Deitt.  vil.  2y  9.  and  11,  12. 
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the  people  that  came  out  of  Egypt  that  were 
males,  even  all  the  men  of  war,  died  in  the 
wildemefs  by  tlie  way,  after  they  came  out  of 
Egypt*  Now,  all  tlie  people  that  came  out 
were  CIRCUMCISED  */'  Circunicifion, though 
inlUtuted  long  prior  to  the  giving  of  the  law, 
bound  unto  the  obfervation  cf  all  the  precepts 
of  it  J  as  the  circunwiled  pcrfon  took  the  Lord 
God  of  Abraham  for  hii  God,  reftgning  him- 
ielf  imto.his  will,  as  to  all  that  he  fliould  en- 
join, as  well  as  all  that  he  had  already  com- 
manded. Hence,  faid  Paul,  He  that  is  cir- 
cumcised is  become  a  debtor  to  do  the  whole 
Law.   . 

r     '       ■     .      "  •  '  •  .      ^ 

3*'  The  Congregation  of  Ifracl  flood  in  tlie 
capacity  of  a  vifible  church,  when  they  renew- 
ed then*  covenant  at  this  time  :  Hence,  they 
received  fiich  ordinances  as  belonged  unto  her 
in  a  •miible  ilate.  This  vilible  chiu"ch  has,  ac- 
cordingly, been  ftyled,  with  great  propriety, 
THE  Church  of  tije  Circumcision  ;  cir- 
cumciiion  being  the  badge  of  vifible  member- 
fliip  in  her.  Nor  docs ut  alter  the  cafe,  that 
circuniciiion  was  given  unto  the  patriarchal 
church ;  for  this  arid  the  Mofaic  one  were, 
materially,  one  arid  the  fame,  though  fhe  un- 
derwent a  fignal  change,  as  to  Iier  form,  at 
Sinai ;  beijig  changed  from  a  domeftic  unto  a 
national  itate.      But  this  thanofe-  will  be  no- 


o 


♦  Jofli.  V,   4,  S' 
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ticcd  when  we  confider  the  occafions  of  this 
covenant.  r 

4.  The  Church  of  the  CircumcUion  was, 
in  one  refpeA,  a  typical,  and^  in  another  re- 
Ijped,  a  fpiritual  church.  She  was  a  fpiritiial 
church,  as  difUnguUhed  fi'om  a  typical  one ;  in 
as  much  as  (he  made  a  profeffion  of  faith  in 
^iritual  promifes,  and  of  obedience  unto  fpi- 
ritual precepts.  That  the  promifes  and  pre- 
cepts which  belonged  to  her  were  of  this  kind 
will  be  afterwards  manifcfted,  when  we  confi- 
der the   matter    of  this,    covenant. ^^This 

church  was  typical  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
in  rcfjjedt  of  the  circumcifion  of  her  members. 
The  {hedding  of  blood,  in  that  bloody  ordi- 
nance,, prefigured  the  n^edding  of  his  moft  pre- 
cious blood.  She  was  alfo  typical,  as  (he  was 
obliged  tp  celebrate  various  ordinances,^  typi- 
cal of  his  faciifice  and  atonement.  Their  ob- 
ligations reprefented  his  liirety-cngagemehts. 
Their  engagements  to  provide  a  fin-offcrhigi 
jH'efigured  his  to  make  his  foul  an  offering  for 
iin.  In  the  antitype,  indeed,  the  prieft  and 
the  facrificc  were  one  ;  but  in  the  type  they 
were  different.-^— This  chiu"ch  was  aUb  typi* 
cal  of  Chrift  perfonal,  as  ihe,  like  him,  was 
called  out  of  Egypt.  Hence  the  oracle,  given 
out  by  Hofea,  *'  When  lirael  was  a  child,  I 
called  my  Son  out  of  Egypt  *,"  had  not  only 

♦  Hof.  xi.  I. 

/  Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


l^^KT  I.       DISSERTATION     V.       249 

a  retro(ped  unto  Ifrael's  deliverance,  prior  to 
this  tran(a^ion  j  but  alfo  a  profpeA  as  fiar 
fore  ward  as  the  days  of  the  Mcfliah.  Accord^" 
ingly,  though  Hofea  feems  to  mean  this  con- 
gregatfon ;  yet  he  alfo  intended  the  Mefliah) 
as  Matthew  c3tprefsly  intinaates  :  "  And  he  was 
there  (viz.  in  Egypt)  until  the  death  of  Herod t 
that  it  mi^ht  be  fulfilled  which  was  fpoken  of 
the  Lord  by  the  prophet,  faying,  Out  of  E- 
gypt  have  1  called  my  fon*.'' 

jf.  Among  the  perfotls  whb  conftituted  this 
Vifible  church  there  were  fome  who  covenant- 
ed in  a  gracious  and  fpiritual  manner ;  fomc  • 
among  the  many  thoufands  of  Ifirael  were  If^ 
raelites  indeed*  It  was  far  otherways  with 
many  of  them ;  but  we  have  reafon  to  believe 
there  were  a  few  who  devoted  themfelves  to 
God  with  all  their  hearts  :  Aaron  was  the  faint 
of  God,  Caleb  and  Joftiua  were  men  of  a  Ipi- 
rit  oppoiite  to  unbelief, — men  of  a  different  fjn- 
rit  fVom  the  refl  of  the  fpies.  Though  the 
church  was  very  corrupt  in  Egypt,  yet  God  re- 
ferved  unto  himfelf  a  feed  }  and  it  is  rcafbn- 
able  to  think,  that  the  fermons,  mefTages,  and 
miracles  of  Mofes  were  bleflfed  to  gather  others 
unto  himfelf,  befides  thofe  who  had  been  al- 
ready gathered.  I  doubt  if  it  be  confiflent 
with  the  faithfulnefs  of  God  to  covenant  with 

♦  Matth.  li.  i;.     Vide  Dnb.  EraiSgeL  SrAKUEIit  Jn 
Loc.  crun  Hof. 
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a  people  where  the  promiles  are  cffecfhial  upon 
none  of  them. 

6.  Many  who  covenanted  with  God  at  this 
titiie  did  it  only  in  a  carnal  and  legal  maimer. 
Though  they  were  the  feed  of  Jacobin  name, 
yet  they  were  not  Ifraelit^s  indeed  :  The  great- 
er part  of  the  congregation  were  of  thisftamp* 
The  Spirit  of  God  charavfterizeth  them  a  ftub- 

'  born  and  rebellious  generation, — ^a  generation 
that  fet  not  their  heart  aright,  and  whofe  fpi- 
rit  was  not  ftedfaft  with  God.  Their  profef- 
fions  of  faith  and  obedience  were  liberal  and 
ready ;  but  integrity  of  heart  was  much  want* 
ed.     Said  the  righteous  judge,  "  They  have 

'  well  fpoken  all  that  they  have  faid :  O  that 
there  were  fuch  an  heart  in  them."  Many 
were  called  at  this  time,  but  few  chofen. 
Should  it  be  enquired.  Wherefore  did  God 
covenant  with  a  people  the  gi^eater  part  of 
whom  were  legal  and  infincerc  ?  It  may  be  an- 
fwercd.  So  it  (eemed  good  in  his  iight.  Two 
other  reafons,  however,  may  be  afligned  :  Firflv 
Many  real  believers  were  in  their  loins ;  and 

'  it  was  agi-eeable  to  the  will  of  God,  that  that 
generation  (hould  enjoy  the. benefit  of  a  religi- 

.  ous  education.  Accordingly,  God  fb  over-ruled 
matters,  tliat  thefe  legal  covenanters  were  the 
inftruments  of  training  up  a  race  better  than 
themfelves :  **  He  eftablilhed  a  teftimony  in  Ja- 
cob, and  appointed  a  law  in  Ifrael,  which  he 
f  oramandcd  our  uithers  that  they  (hould  make 

them 
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them  kno-syn  to  their  cliildren :  That  the  ge- 
neration to  come  might  know  them,  even  tlie 
children  which  flioulcl  be  born  ;  aVIio  fliould  a- 
rife  and  declare  them  unto  their  children :  That 
they  might  fet  their  hope  in  God,  and  not  for- 
get the  works  of  God,  but  keep  his  command- 
ments*." Secondly,  Both  the  believing  and 
unbelieving  covenanters  were  previoufly  under 
an  external  adminiftration  of  the  Covenant 
of  Grace,  and  alfo  tinder  foederal  engagements 
unto  the  Lord  God  of  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Ja- 
cob J  as  they  had  covenanted  with  him  in  the 
loins  of  thefe  pati'iarchs.  Now,  there  was  no 
impropriety  in  intimating  fo  much  unto  them, 
to  excite  unto  obedience,  or  leave  them  inex- 
cufcable. 

SECONDLY,  We  fliall  enquire  what  are  the 
Contents  of  this  Covenant?  Thefe  are  pro- 
mifes,  and  a  fyftcm  of  precepts :  And,  as  to 
the  firft,  I  (hall  fliew, — !•  What  newpromifes 
were  made  at  this  time. — 2.  What  renovation 
of  former  giants. — 3.  Enquire  if  thefe  promifcs 
were  conditional. 

I.  I  s  iiA  LL  enquire  what  New  Promifcs  w ere 
made  unto  the  Church  at  this  time. 

i^  God  faid  to  Ifrael,  "  Ye  fliall  be  a  pecu- 
LI  A  K  TREASURE  unto  me  above  all  people  '[  J' 

*  Pfal.  Ixxviii.  j,  6,  7.  f  Exod.  xix.  5, 
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This  phrafc  is  parallel  unto  that  of  the  A- 
poftle  :  "  That  he  might  purify  unto  himfelf  a 
peculiar  people,  zealous  of  good  works  */* 
And  it  cannot  import  lefe  than  fuch  fupreme 
delight  as  a  man  hath  in  his  rareft  jewels  and 
dcai^ft  friends.  By  rcafon  of  the  breach  of  the 
Covenant  of  Works,  God  is  angry  with  the 
wicked  every  day,  inftead  of  having  fuch  de- 
light in  fallen  man.  It  is  only  by  the  Cove- 
nant of  Grace  that  God's  love  can  flow  unto 
3iim :  By  it  alone  he  can  fay,  *^  Jah  hath  cho- 
fen  Jacob  unto  himfelf,  even  Ifrael  for  his  pc-^ 

*  Tit.  ii.  14.  The  original  word  is  irt^mrt^f,  a  term 
jiot  ufed,  as  far  as  I  know,  by  any  but  facred  writers^ 
Stephanus  imagines,  that  the  Septuagint  tranilators  were 
the  inventors  of  it.  According  to  Conrad  us  Kirchee 
they  rendered  the  Hebrew  word  nVaO  by  it/or  four  timca 
at  leafl,  by  in^turt*«r.  And  the  infpiired  writers  of  the 
Kew  Teftament  have  /hewed  the  propriety  of  that  tranf-* 
lation,  in  this  inftance  at  leait.  Thii  is  fufficient  to  fet 
afide  that  fuppofition  on  which  many  reft,  riz,  the  term 
imports  merely  a  feparation  to  external  privileges.  The 
reader  may  alio  confult  Witf.,de  Oecon.  Feed.  Lib-  HI* 
cap.  xii.  I  fhall  infert  the  following  fentences  as  a  fpeci* 
men:  '^  Cui  vocabulo  affieris  oft  vox  latina  sigillitm 
**  adeo  ut  nViD  fignificat  rem.quam  quis  impreflb  iigiHo 
*'  fuo,  fuam  cfle  declarat,  ct  talem  quidem,  xmde  ho- 
*'  mines,  regefque  ipfi  divites  ccnfentur."  Then  the  au- 
thor compares  the  Old  and  New  Teftaraent  writers  on 
this  fubjed:^  and,  having  confidered  fuch  words  as  bear  affi- 
]iity  to  the  fame  terms  in  claillc  Greek  authors,  he  adds^ 
*^  Simt  ergo  pii  eidmia  Dei  poileffio,  quam  fibi  vkidicat, 
*'  et  fervat,  et  qua  in  fe  oftentat  uti  corona  ornanata 
'^  ETCiDARi  REoiAjef.  62.5.  quam pro divitiis f uis habct 
*'  ct  alterius  cffc  non  patitur  :  et  hoc  quoque  fenfu  fane- 
i'  titas  iis  ad  (cribi  poteft,  i  Pet.  ii.  9.''     Vide  }  ?• 
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cultar  treafure  *.'*^  God  hatli  abfolute  authori- 
ty over  all  his  creatures,  founded  on  the  fuper- 
eminent  excellence  of  his  nature ;  and  they 
arc  his  property,  as  tliey  are  the  work  of  his 
hands :  But  he  acknowledged  Ifrael  to  be  his 
peculiar  people  on  the  foot  of  diftinguifhing 
love  and  redeeming  grace;  as  well  as  exter- 
nal (alvation  froni  the  hand  of  the  Egyptians, 
and  from  the  red  fca :  For  though  all  the  mem- 
bers of  thc'vifible  church  are  not  aAually  poflefl^ 
ed  of  redeeming  gi'ace,  yet  they  are  fo  in  the 
judgment  of  charity • 

2.  He  dignified  tliem,  by  making  them  a 
KINGDOM  OF  PRIESTS  -j".  God  gave  Ifrael 
pricfts  after  the  order  of  Aaron  ;  but  that  gift 
did  not  fuperfedc  this  royal  priefthood.  The 
priefthood,  after  the  order  of  Aaron,  was  a 
type  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  though  a  lefs 
glorious  one  than  that  of  Melchifedcc.  This 
royal  priefthood  was  diftinA  from  both :  It  is 
alfo  common  to  both  oeconomies.  Hence,  faid 
Peter,  "  But  ye  are  a  royal  prieftho<^d  :j:,''  un- 
to the  mcml>crs  of  the  Go(pel  Church;  a  de-, 
claration  of  the  fame  import  with  thatHbcforc 
us.—— —Though  this  priefthood  be  not  typical, 
or  ceremonial,  y^t  it  is  metaphorical,  bearing 
an  allufion  unto  the  typical  priefthood-  Under 
the  Law,  priefts  were  admitted  into  God's  pre- 
fence    in   his   fandhiary.      Accordingly,    God'a 

f  Pim.  cxxxr.  4,     f  Exod.  xix,  6.     %  t  Pet.  ii.  9. 
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church  and  people  are  faid  to  be  near  him, 
or  round  about  him.  Genuine  covenaiiters  are 
alfo  ftyled  priefts,  as  tliey  draw  near  unto  God 
by  Jefus  Chrift,  the  true  altar,  to  offer  unto 
liim  the  facrilices  of  a  broken  heart, — of  pray- 
ers and  praifes, — yea,  of  their  whole  perfons, 
foul  and  body. — I'hey  are  a  kingdom  of  priefts, 
or  a  royal  prieflhood,  as  endued  with  a  royal 
difpofition.  Their  fpirit  far  excels  that  of  the 
world :  The  righteous  is  more  excellent  than 
his  neighbour. 

3.  God  promifcd  to  take  them  for  ^'  a  holy 
nation  *."  All  the  Jewifli  nation  were,  at  this 
time,  holy  by  profcflion, — ^holy  in  refpe<9t  of 
circumcifion^  and  all  external  privileges  which 
belong  unto  God's  holy  Covenant.  They  had 
fiich  a  mcafure  of  external  holinefs  as  entitled 
them  to  a  place  in  the  vifible  church.  Bujt 
tlieie  do  not  exhauft  all  the  hohnefs  h-cre  in-, 
tended.  There  were  fome  among  themfan<%fied 
in  heart ;  and,  as  the  holy  feed,  however  few, 
was  the  (ubftance  of  the  congregation,  fo  it 
took  its  denomination  from  them.  The  Apoftle 
Peter  like  ways  uJcth  a  (imilar  term,  when  ad- 
dre (ling  New  Teftaraent  faints.  Said  he,  "  Ye 
are  a  lioly  nation.'' 

4.  God  engaged  to  bcftow  tlie  guidance  of 
his  angd,  to  keep  Ifracl  in  the  way,  and  bring 

*  Exod.  xix.  6. 
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them  into  the  -  place  which  he  had  prepared 
for  them*.  Though  this  covenant  belongs 
to  the  dark  oeconomy,  yet  it  comnienceth  with 
one  clufter  of  promifes,  and  is  concluded  with 
another.  This  is  one  of  the  laft  clufter.  The 
facred  hiftorian  remarks  the  perfon  promifcd ; 
the   purpofes  for  which  he  is  promifed ;   and 

the  importance  of  the  promife. ^The  perfon 

promifed  is  the  Angel  of  the  Covenant ;  and 
in  this  he  reveals  the  Father's  purpole  concern-* 
ing  himfelf.  Some  expolitors,  I  acknowledge, 
are  -othervvays  minded,  fuppofing  this  to  be 
meant  of  a  a-eatcd  angel ;  and  others  fpeak 
with  hefitation.  .But  of  which  of  the  created 
angels  faid  the  Father,  at  any  time,  "  My  name 
is  in  him  l^  Biit  it  will  be  faid  that  the  Son  is 
the  fpeaker,  and  the  fpeaker  muft  be  diftin<5t 
from  the  perfon  fpoken  of*  To  this  I  would 
anfwer,  As  the  Son  fpeaks  in  the  name  of  the 
Father,  fo  he  may,  with  abundance  of  proprie- 
ty, utter  the  language  of  the  Father  concern- 
ing himfelf. The  purpofe  for  which  he  is 

promifed  is,  to  keep  Ifrael  in  the  way,  and 
bring  them  into  the  prepared  place.  Accord- 
ingly, when  they  journeyed  through  the  wafte 
and  howling  wiJdemefs,  this  angel  conduced 
them  in  the  pillar  of  fire  and  pillar  of  cloud.: 
He  taught  them  when  to  fet  foreward,  and 
when  to  reft.  The  end  of  their  journey  is  de- 
nominated the  place  which  he  had  prepared: 

*  Exod.  xxiii.  20. 

'  And 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


2^6       DISSERTATION     V*       Pakt  t* 

And  their  journey  was  an  emblem  of  that  which 
all  believers  muft  make  through  this  world  to 
the  prepared  city,  the  place  which  Chrift  went 
to    PREPARE    for   his    difciples,  when  he  left 

this  world. The  importance  of  this  promife 

is  evident  from  the  ftylc  of  wonder  in  which 
God  himfelf  (peaks  of  it:  Behold!  I  (end 
mine  angel,  &c.  How  great  ! — Hoyy  Godlike, 
the  condefcenfion  the  Father  manifefb  in  fend- 
ing his  Son  to  dwell  in  a  tabernacle  made  with 
hands,  as  a  prelude  of  his  dwelling  in  a  ta- 
bernacle made  without  hands  in  the  fulnefs  of 
time  !  Should  any  enquire.  If  the  Ifraelitcs  nn- 
derftood  this  angel  to  be  the  Son  of  God  ?  It 
may  be  anfwered,  They  did;  as  appears  from 
their  Ibrrow,  when  God,  provoked  by  their 
idolatry,  would  only  grant  them  a  created  an- 
gel. Said  God,  *'  I  will  fend  an  angel  before 
thee," — "  And  when  the  people  heard  tfaefe 
evil  tidings  they  mourned  *•*'  The  prcfencc 
of  a  created  angel  was  confiftent  enoiigh  with 
his  conftuning  them ;  but  the  angel  of  his  pre- 
fence  was  fiilficient  for  their  prcfervation. 

II.  I  SHALL  enquire  what  renovation  of  fcwr- 
nicr  grants  obtained  at  this  time. 

I.  Gop  renewed  the  promife  of  behig  a 
God  to  Ifrael,  which  he  had  made  unto  Abra- 
ham, Ifaac,  and  Jacob :  "  God  fpakc  all  thcfc 

♦  £xod.  x^TXiii.  3-  4. 

•words, 
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words,  faying^  I  am  the  Lord  thy  Cod  */^  And 
when  he  covenanted  with  Abraham,  he  enga- 
ged to  be  a  God  unto  him^  and  unto  his  feed 
after  him,  in  their  generations'!'.  The  full 
import  of  this  promife  is  infinitely  above  the 
conception  and  defcription  of  creatures.  Some- 
thing has  been  already  offered  concerning  it  j 
but  eternity  itfelf  cannot  exhauft  the  happinc^* 
•contained  in  it.  Ifliallnow  enquire,  \\^hether 
in  this  covenant,  it  imphes  a  promile  of  eter-» 
nal  life  ?  The  refolution  of  this  point  is  fuffici- 
ent  to  determine  the  nature  of  this  t  ran  fac- 
tion j; .  The  fliorteft  way  to  fatisfadion  is  an 
immediate  fubmiflfion  bf  the  mind  artd  con- 
fcience  to  the  authority  of  'dur  Lord  Jefu3 
Chrift*  In  his  difpute  with  the  Sadducecs  he 
afcertains'tljp  import  of  God's  being  a  God  un- 
to a  perfon,  afiuring  us,  that  the  relation  which 
commenceth  in  the  accomplifhment  of  this  pro- 
mife is  by  no  means  diflblved  by  deatli  i   "  But 

*  £xod.  XX.  2.  f  Gen.  xvii,  7. 

t  The  Right  Reverend  Dr  Warburton,  late  Bifliop 
of  Gloucefter,  erctfis  a  demonftration  of  the  divine  lega- 
tion of  Mofcs  upon  this  principle  (yivith  two  others)  viz* 
^*  That  the  doctrine  of  a  future  state  of  re- 
wards AND  PtJNiSriMENTS  IS  NOT  to  BE  FOUND  IN, 
UOK  DID  MAKE  A  PART  OP  THE   MoSAIC  DISPENSATION." 

— *^  The  demonftration  is  fo  llrong  and  beautifnl  (fa^s 
his  Lordihip),  at  tlie  fame  tinit  appears  to  me  fo  eafy 
and  fimple,  that  one  cannot  tell  whether  the  pleafure  of 
the  difcovei7,  or  the  wonder  that  it  is  now  to  make  be 
greater."  Divine  Leg.  Vol.  1.  p.  557;  cdif.  4.  Good 
All*  Warbnxtoi^ ! 
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as  touching  the  refun-et^iou  of  the  dead,  have 
ye  not  read  that  which  is  Ipoken  unto  you  by 
God,  faying,  I  am  the  God  of  Abraham,   and 
the  God  of  Ifaac,  and  the  God  of  Jacob  ?   God 
is  not  the  God  of  the  dead,  but  of  the  living*/' 
It  is  obferveable,  that  the   declaration  which 
God  made  unto  Mofes,  frorii  the  bufh,  is  con- 
fidered  by  Chrift  as  fpoken  to  the  Sadducees 
of  that  generation  in  which  he  lived,  as  well 
as  unto  every  generation  fince.      This  teftimo- 
ny  is  that  which  was  fpoken  unto  you,  faid 
Chrift.     Moreover,  the  life  intended  was  not 
merely  the  duration  of  exiftence  ;  but  alfo  im- 
plied happinefs,  or  w^ell-bcing.     When   God 
alfures  a  foul  of  this  relation,  then,  he  makes 
It  certain  of  .happinefs  after  death,  even  all 
that  felicity  which  can  accrue  froji  the  enjoy- 
ment of  himfclf, — all  that  he  hath  to  beftow : 
For  the  life  intended  is  fuch  as  Abraham,  Ifaac, 
and  Jacob  enjoyed  wh^n  the  Son  of  God  ap- 
peared to  Mofes  in  the  bufti.     Now,   What  is 
eternal  life  ?  Whctcin  does  die  eternal  inheri- 
tance confift  ?  Does  it  not  conlift  in  the  know- 
ledge and  enjoyment  of  the  only  true  God? 
This*  is  life  eternal,  to  know  thee  the  only  true 
God,   and  Jefus  Chrift  whom  thou  haft  fcnt. 
^e  that  HATH   the  Son  hath.  life.      This 
promife,  then,  warranted  the  church,  at  that 
time,  to  fay,  dils  God   is   our   God   for    ever, 

*  Matth.  xxii.  31,  32. 

and 
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and  he  will  be  our  God  even  unto  death.  The 
Lord  is  my  portion,   faith  my  Toid*. 

2.  God  renewed  the  promife  of  his  bl effing 
on  the  church,  and  his  curfe  on  her  enemies  : 
*^  In  all  places  where  I  record  my  name,  I  will 
come  unto  thee,  and  I  will  blefs  thee." — "  I  will 
be  an  enemy  unto  thhie  enemies,  and  an  ad- 

verfary 

♦  The  methods  taken  to  elude  tTiis  argument  arc  no 
contemptible  evidence  of  its  force,  ^me  grant  that  e- 
temal  life  is  contained  in  this  promife  ;•  but  it  is  fo  deeply 
hid  that  it  could  never  have  been  foiuid  in  it,  or  dedu- 
ced from  it,  but  by  fuch  a  teacher  as  Jefus  Chriil:.  But 
if  it  had  been  impoilible  to  find  this  Welling  in  this  pro- 
mife, Ciirift  v\rould  never  have  taxed  the  Saddncees  for 
not  finding  it  in  it.  When  Jefus  faid  unto  them,  "Ye 
do  err,  not  knowing  the  Scriptures,"  he  did  not  tax 
them  for  not  performing  impolCbilities  ;  but  for  igno- 
rance of  what  they  might  and  ought  to  have  known* 
This  pretence  has  bedh  exppfed  both  by  Clopcnburg  and 
Witfius,  The  former,  in  his  Exercit.  Theol.  Loc.  i,\. 
Dtfp.  i.  §  6 — II.  The  latter^  Do  Oeconom.  Foed.  Lib. 
III.  cap.  ii.  §  4—15^  Bifhop  Warburton  gives  another 
fenfe  of  the  matter,  bm,  if  pollible,  ft  ill  more  abfurd.  He 
reckons  the  fenfe  I  have  given  founded  on  niiftakc  ; 
*'  A  fecond  miilake  (fays  his  Lordfliip)  is,  that  Jefus,  by 
thefe  words,  infinuates,  that  Mofes  cultivated  the 
doiftrine  of  a  refurre^flion,  pr  a  future  ftate.  But  here 
again  the  objeiftors  feem  to  forget  againll  whom  the  ar- 
gument is  addrefied,  the  Sadducees.  Now,*  thcfe  did 
not  hold,  that  Mofes  did  not  teach  ;  but  that  he  Dir> 
NOT  BELIEVE  tli^t  doArinc.  This  was  the  error  Jefus 
.lioied  to  confute,  and  only  this  j  becaufe  the  opinion 
that  Mofes  did  not  teach,  or  cultivate  it,  was  no 
error  at  all ;  as  appears,  among  other  reafons,  even 
from  hence,    That  the   Jews  mi^ht  rcafonably   undcr- 

Kk  2  Hand 
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verHiry  unto  tliine  adverfaries  */'  This  pro- 
niife  feenis  to  me  to  be  a  renovation  of 
one  of  the  promifes  made  to  Abraham  : 
"  And  I  will  blefs  them  that  blefs  thee, 
and  curfe  him  that  curfeth  thee  f /'  True 
it  is^  indeed,  one  {}5ecial  bleffing  is  intended ; 
namely,  God's  gracious  prefence  in  his  ordi- 
nances ;  but  as  divine  ordinances  are  the  chan- 
nels through  which   God  imparts  all  his  blef- 

iings 

*  Exod.  XX.  24.  compared  with  xj^iii.  22.       \  This  pro- 
niife  is  explained,  Diflertation  II.  p.  116 — 1119. 

ftand  the  title  of  the  God  of  Abi-aham,  &c.  to  mean  the 
peculiar  tutelar  God  of  Abraham's  ftuuily ;  for  the  terms 
Jacob  and  Ifrael  are  frequently  ufed  in  the  Scriptures  for 
tlie  whole  nation  of  the  Jews,  Aaron  for  th^  whble  or- 
der of  the  pricllhood,  frc  And  as,  in  reafon,  they  might, 
ib,  by  the  hiftory  of  the  early  Jews,  in  fad,  we  find  they 
did  underfland  it  in  this  fenfe."  Vol.  V.  p.  i6i — 16^. 
edit,  ut  fupra.  But  how  does  it  appear,  that  ever  it  was 
either  rcafonable  or  religious  to  underfland  God's  being 
:4  God  unto  a  pcrfon,  merely  of  Ids  being  the  tutelary 
Deity  of  the  nation  in  which  he  lives  ?  The  dodlrine  of 
tutelar  Deities  originated  in  the  darknefs  of  paganifm  ; 
and  was  part  of  the  depths  of  Satan,  by  which  he  tyran- 
nized over  the  confciences  of  men.  The  Church  of  Rome 
took  the  hint  from  the  heathen  philofophers,  and  intro- 
duced the  doclriue  of  tutelar  angels  in  its  ftead.  But 
the  Churches  of  the  Reformation  jnllly  reprobated  thefe 
fond  imaginations  ;  and  the  reafons  -on  which  they  pro*- 
reeded  are  more  than  fufRcient  to  prove  the  unreafon- 
ablenefs  of  the  do\flrine  fpecified.  Vide  Turret.  Loc.  vii. 
f).  8.  Moreover,  I  might  obferve,  that  the  difference 
between  Bifliop  Warburton  and  the  Sadducees,  on  this 
licad,  is,  the  Bilhop  maintains,  Mofes  did  not  teach  ; 
t!ie  Sadducees,  Mofes  did  not  believe  the  doiftrinc  of  a 
future  Hate.  Accordingly,  the  Biihop  gives  out,  that  it 
X^as  no  error  at  all  to  maintain;  that  Moles  did  not  teach, 

or 
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fing^  to  his  people,  we  may  juftly  conclude, 
that  all  fpiritual  blefllngs  are  intended.  The 
promife  of  God's  being  an  enemy  unto  his 
people's  enemies,  was  alfb  a  renovation  of  the 
firft  promife  ;  and,  as  it  had  been  engrofled 
in  the  Abrahamic  covenant,  fo  likeways  in  this 
one  ;  fo  that  the  whole  fabric  might  be  regu- 
larly  advanced,  and  no  part  of  it  omitted,  or 
fuperfeded  by  future  giants.  As  to  the  pro- 
mile  of  God's  being  an  adverfary  unto  his 
people's  adverfaries^  it  is  readily  granted  that 
the  nations  of  Canaan  are  mentioned  in  the 
context  ;  but  thefe  were  typical  of  fpiritual 
foes :  And  there  is  npthing  in  the  promife  to 
bear  down  the  fenfe  of  it  merely  to  the  type. 
If  the  original  text  be  carefully  examined,  it 
will  be  found  to  coincide  with  other  promifes, 
which  are  confeiledly  of  more  extenfive  im- 
port *. 

3.  At    this  time  God  alfo  faw  meet  to  re- 
new the  promile  of  the  Meffiah,  giving  a  pre- 

or  cultivate  that  doiflrine  :  Hence,  if  this  obfervation  be 
to  the  purpofe,  lie  meant  to  conclude,  that  our  Saviour 
did  not  argue  from  what  Mofes  taught,  but  from  what 
he  BELIEVED.  The  very  revcrfe  is  the  truth,  however; 
for  Chj-ift:  argued  exprefely  from  what  Mofes  taught  by 
the  Scriptures  which  he  wrote,  without  a  fyllable  about 
what  conflituted  his  perfonal  belief. 

*  The  original  \^ord  ^ni'^f^J,  in  £xod.  xxiii.  22.  is  the 
root  of  m^K,  in  Gen.  iii.  r^.  The  fenfe  appears  to  be 
the  fame  in  both  texts,  as  the  former  contains  the  ad- 
vancement of  a  work  begun  iu  the  latter. 
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diAion  of  his  work,  e£pccially  his  perfonal  mi- 
niftry :  *'  And  all  the  people  faw  the  thiinder- 
ings,  and  the  lightnings,  and  the  noife  of  the 
trumpet,  and  the  mountain  fmoking :  and 
when  the  people  faw  it,  they  removed,  and 
flood  afar  oif.  And  tlicy  faid  unto  Mofes, 
Speak  thou  for  us,  and  we  will  hear ;  but  let 
not  God  fi>eak  unto  us,  left  we  die  */' — ^'  The 
Lord  thy  God  will  raife  up  unto  thee  a  Prophet 
from  the  midft  of  thee,  of  thy  brethren,  like 
unto  nie  ;  unto  him  ye  fliall  hearken  :  Accord- 
ing to  all  that  thou  defiredft  of  the  Lord  thy 
God  in  Horeb,  in  the  day  of  the  aflembly,  fay- 
ing. Let  me  not  hear  again  the  voice  of  the 
Lord  my  God,  neither  let  me  fee  this  great 
fire  any  more,  that  1  die  not.  And  the  Lord 
faid  unto  me.  They  have  well  fpoken  that 
which  they  have  fpoken.  I  will  raife  them  up 
a  Prophet  from  among  their  brethren,  like  un- 
to thee  f."  That  this  promile  belongs  unto 
this  tranfaiftion  cannot  be  difputed,  as  the  in- 
ipired  hillorian  afcertains  even  the  day  on 
which  it  was  made  :  That  it  belongs  unto  the 
Mefliah  is  equally  certain,  from  the  exprefs  ap- 
plication of  it  unto  himin  the  New  Teftament. 
It  was  upon  the  foot  of  this  promife,  along 
with  others,  I  prefiimc,  that  the  Jews  cxpet^t- 
ed  a  great  teacher  to  come  from  God  in  the 
days  of  Chrift's  perfonal  roiniftry  :  And  all  who 
waited  for  the  confolation  of  Ifrael  found  that 

♦  Exod.  XX,  iS.  19.  f   Deut.  xviii.  15— iS. 
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their  expcAations  were  not  in.  vain.  Jcfus  of 
Nazareth  was  a  minifter  of, the  circunicilion  for 
the  tnith  of  God,  to  confinn  the  promifcs  made 
uoto  the  fathers.  The  analogy  between  Moles 
and  Chrift  has  not  efcaped  the  obfervation  of 
(fivincs  in  every  period  of  the  Chriftian  Church* : 
But  it  is  befide  our  purpofe  to  enlarge  upon  it. 
As  tills  declaration  contained  a  promife  of  the 
Mcffiah,  it  was  a  renovation  of  tliofe  promifes 
refpeiting  an  extraordinary  Seed,  which  had 
bcca  made  in  almoft  every  forcgomg  tranfac- 
lioa ;  As  it  delineated  his  office,  it  was  an  ad- 
<lttional  nicafure  of  light  which  was,  at  this 
tW,  refle&ed  on  the  promife.  The  lirft  pro- 
^  conveyed  the  idea  of  the  Redeemer  as  a 
Sacrificing  prieft :  Various  after  promifes  repre- 
ftnted  his  regal  dignity  :  But  this  was  the  firft 
cxprefs  declaration  of  his  prophetic  charader- 
This  was  not  the  firft  time  Chiifthad  difchar- 
ged  the  prophetic  office,  indeed  ;  for  all  the 
appearances  which  the  Son  of  God  made,  and 
iD  the  revelations  he  had  given,  belonged  un* 
to  the  difcharge  of  this  office. — But  it  might 
^  enquired.  How  the  oracle  is  fulfilled  in  Je- 
lus  of' Nazareth,  feeing  a  prophet  is  exprelsly 
promife<l  unto  them,  as  railed  up  unto  t  h  em: 
"  The  Lord  thy  God  will raife  iip  unto  thee 
A  Prophet,'' &c.     To  remove  this  feeming 

V 

•  Among  the  ancients,  the  reader  may  confult  Eufeb. 
Demonftrat,  Evangel,  if  he  has  opportunity  :  And  a- 
inong  the  modems,  Jortin's  remarks  on  Ecclcf.  Hift.  Dr 
Ncwtou  on  Prophecy,  p.  i  j8.  5cc. 

difficulty, 
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difficulty,   the  things  following  merit  our  at- 
tention :  Firft,  Chrift  was  raifed  up  in  his  types, 
even  unto  that  people.     The  order  of  prophets 
was  defigned  not  only  for  the  inftrudion  of  that 
generation   in  which  they  lived  ;  but  alfo  for 
a  rcpreientation  of  the  prophetic  office  of  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift.     Secondly,  Though  the  di- 
ftance  of  time  betweeii  the  giving  of  the  oracle 
and  tlie  full  accomplifliment  of  it   was  great, 
,yet  it  was  accompliftied  to  the  fame  people  (m 
their  feed  and  fucccflbrs)   unto    which   it   was 
given.     This  proniife,  then,  was  an  additional 
fecurity,  that  Ifrael  (liould  be  a  people  until  that 
prophet  fhould  be  raifed.      As  the  fceptrc  could 
not  depart  from  Judah  until  the  Sbiloh  fliould 
conie ;   fb  Ifrael  could  not  ceafc  from  being  a 
people  until  this  prophet  fliould  arife*.      Hence, 
he  came  while  tlie  typical  oeconomy  lafted  ^  He 
was  a  minifter  of.  the  circumcifion.     Thirdly^ 
Chrift  difcharged  his   prophetic    office  by  the 
fpecial  teaching  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  though  he 
was  given  with   a   (paring   hand,    even,  unto 
gracious  perfons,  under  that  dark  oeconomy. 

4;  God  renewed  the  promife  of  Canaan, 
with  viiilory  over  the  Canaanites,  as  well  as 
the  profperous'cnjbynierit  of  their  lands :  ^'  Mine 
angel  fliall  go  before  thee,  and  bring  thee  in 
uiito  the  Amoritcs,  and  the  Hittites,  and  the 
Perizzites,  and  the  Canaanites,  the  Hivites  and 
the  J[ebu(ites  :  and  I  will  cut  them  off." — *'  He 
Ihall  blcfs  thy  brea,d  and  thy  wat^er ;  and  I  >^iJl 
'  .  '      '   "  take 
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take  fickiicfs  away  from  the  mklft  of  thee. 
There  fhall  nothing  caft  tlieir  j^oung,  nor  be 
feaiT^i  m  thy  land  t  the  niimber  of  thy  days  I 
will  fulfil  * /'  This  promife  is  a  renovation  of 
one  of  thefe  made  to  Abraham  "I' ;  therefore,  I 
fhall  not  ftay  to  illufti'ate  it :  Only  I  may  ob- 
fervc)  that  the  facred  hiftory^  particularly  of 
Jofhua,  fliews  how  pun\ftually  it  was  aecom- 
plifhed. 

ill.  1  SHALL  now  enquire  if  thefe  promiles 
Nvere  condiiionaL  It  has  been  faid,  that  this 
tranfa<£lion  cannot  be  the  Covenant  of  Grace, 
as  the  pi*omifes  of  this  covenant  are  abfohite ; 
whereas  the  promifes  of  that  tranfaftion  were 
conditional.  To  examine  the  juftice  of  tliis 
allegation,,  it  may  be  obferved, 

1 .  Th  e  conditions  of  thefe  promifes  ai-e  pro- 
mifed  in  other  grants,  Mithout  any  Condition, 
or  hmitation  whatlbever :  For  example,  if,  in 
the  beginnmg  of  this  tranfatftion,  it  be  faid, 
"  If  ye  will  obey  my  voice  indeed,'  ^rld'  keep 
my  covenant,  then  ye  jhall  be  a  peculiar  trea- 
fure  J/^  Sec.  It  is  alfo  faid,  "■  The  Lord,  thy 
God  will  circumcife  thine  heart,  to  loVe  the 
Lord  thy  God  with  all  thme  heart.— And  thou 
(halt  return  and  OBEY  the  voice  of  the  Lord, 
and  do  all  his  commandments  which  I  com- 

•  Exod.  xxiii.  23,  25,  26.         t  DiiTcrt.  II.  Part  2. 
it  Exod.  xix,  $, 

•*•         L  1  mand 
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inand  thee  this  day  *.*'  The  truth  isy  God  took 
them  for  his  peciiliar  people,  that  he  might  cb^ 
able  and  excite  thetn  to  obey  by  his  diftingui(b- 
ing  grace  J  inflead  of  their  purchalmg  bis  far 
vour  by  it 'I*.  Thus  God  hiitifelf  explains  it: 
^'  The  Lord  hath  avouched  thee  this  day  Jo 
be  his  peculiar  people,  as  he  hath  proniifed 
thee  ;  and  that  thou  (halt  keep  all  his  com- 
mandments '\,  .^  The  condition  of  the  promife 
belongs  unto  the  law.  Now,  this  method  oi 
difpeniation  taught  them  to  improve  the  pro- 
mife  of  the  go{pel,  as  ever  they  would  yield 
obedience  to  the  law  j  and  to  yield  obediencf 
to  ttie  precepts  erf  the  law,  as  ever  they  would 
evidence  their  intcreft  in  the  promifes  of  the 
gofpel.  *         , 

«  Deilf.  XXX.  6,  8. 

+  Mr  Ban  expr^eUi  himfelf,  on  this  *  fubje<5l^  in  the^ 
fgll owing  teinw :  *'  True  it  is,  the  promifes  run  upon 
this,  conditiou,  If  ye  otey  my  voice,  and  do  my  com- 
manduients  :  But  conditions  are  of  two  forts ;  antece- 
dent, or  cenfefjuent.  i^ntecedent,  when  the  condition 
is  the  caufe  of  the  thing  proniifed,  or  gjivei;!;  as  in  al}  ci* 
iril  cont^aAs  of  juftice,  where  one  thing  is  given  for  an- 
other :  Confequc^t,  when  the  condition  is  annexed  to 
the  promife,  as  a  (Salification  in  the  fubje<fl ;  or  an  ad- 
juiKl^  ths^t  mufl  attend  the  thing  promifed.  And,  in  thi« 
latter  .fenfe,  obedience  to  the  commandment  was  a  con- 
dition of  the  |>romife,  not  a  caufe  why  the  thing  pro- 
^  mifed  was  vouchfafed  ;  but  a  qualification  in  the  perfon^ 
or  a  confequfcnce  of  fuch  a  great  mercy  freely  conferred,/.' 
p.  133.     See  his  Trcktife  on  the  Covenant. 


t  Deut.  xxvi.  18. 
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I  ^.  Thxre   were  various  promifcs  made  in 

I         this  tranfaftion  altogether  unconditional ;  fuch 
as,  "  I  am  the  Lord  thy  God/' — ''  Behold,  I 
fcud  mine   angel  before  thee  ;'*  and  *'  A  Pro- 
phet (hall  the  Lord  raife  up  unto  thee  of  thy 
I        brethren."     And   thefe    ablblute   proniifes   are 
I        g;iTeQ  out  as  motives  to  obedience.      Hence,  it 
i        appears,   that  the  allegatioh  above  fpecified  is 
not  univerially  true. 

I  J.  The  congregation  of  Ifrael* typified  our 

Lord  Jefus  Chrift  in  the  fenfe  above  mention- 
ed: And  their  obedience   alfo,  in  fomc  mea- 

j  fcrc,  prefigured  his  mediatorial  righteoufiiefs. 
4s  the -ceremonial  law  was  a  typical  glafs  bring- 
ing near  to  view  that  divine  righteoufivcfs,  it 
taaght  them  to  confider  hi^;  obedience  and 
fufiering^  as  the  condition  of  thofe  conditional 
grants  which  were  made  to  them :  That  being 
afcribed  to  the  type  which  could  only  be  done 
^the  antitype.  But  this  brings  us  to  confider 
tie  other  part  of  this  Covenant,  which  is, 

AsYSTEMOF  PRECEPts,  enjoined  on  thefe 

covenanters, — i.  I  ftiall  make  a  few  obferva- 

tions  on  thefe  precepts. — 2.  Exprefs  a  conned- 

ed  view,  of  both  promifes  and  precepts  in  this 

tranfaiSian,  together  with  IfraePs  acceptance 

of  God's  propofals. — 3.  Enquire  how  far  the 

I        fubftance  of  this  covenant  is  of  perpetual  obli- 

j        gation  on  tlie  Gofpel  Church  ;   and  how  far  it 

'        was  peculiar  to  tlie  typical  oeconomy. 

L  1    2  I.    1   SHALL 
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I,  1  sHAhh  offer  a  few  Obfervations  Oti  this 
iyftem  ^f  pr%^cept3. 

I  •  The  Moral  Law  was  the  primary  rule  of 
that  obedience  which  God  rcquh^ed  in  this  Co*, 
venant.  The  judicial  and  ceremonial  laws  were 
mere  appendages  to  it,  and  reducible  unto  oiij^ 
or  other  of  the  pi'ccepts  contained  in  it.  That 
the  moral  law  was  the  original  ftanclard  of  o- 
bedicnce  in  this  covenant,  is  evident  from  God's 
expreft  declaration  ;  oftener  than  once  does  he 
ftyle  it  tlie  Covenant :  "  And  he  declared  to 
you  his  Covenant,  which  he  commanded 
you  to  perform,  even  the  ten  comma^nd- 
ME  NTS  :  and  he  wrote  them  on  two  tables  of 
llonc  *."  Said  Mofes,  "  ^^hcn  I  was  gone  up 
into  the  mount,  to  rcceiYc  the  tallies  of  ftone, 
even  the  tables  of  the  covenant  which  the -Lord 
made  with  youf.'*  The  moral  precepts  were 
Ipoken  firft  by  God  himfclf  unto  the  pe^le, 
and  he  added  no  more  when  he  fpoke  them  •' 
|but  took  Ifrael  immediately  engaged  imto*them^ 
and  unto  his  will.  ^'  All  that  the  Lord  hath 
iaid  we  viill  do,  and  be  ojbedient,*'  They  put 
a  blank  into  his  hand,  ,to  be  filled  up  by  his 
fovcreignty;  and  he  filled  it  up  by  adding  the 
ceremonial  and  judicial  laws,  which  he*  deli- 
vered to  Moles,  to  be,  by  him,  communicated 
to  the  people,  The  ceremonial  inftitutions 
were,  for  the  moft  part,  appendages  unto  th^ 

5  Dcut.  iv.  13.         f  Dent.  ix.  j,  !i. 
'  various 
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vmxm  frc^cft^  of  the  firft  table  of  the  moral 
Jaw},an4  the  judicial  law,  fol:  the  moftpait,  ap- 
p^ndagetnati^.rficosnd-taWe  precepts.  To  recthi$ 
truth  ctx^empUfieU?  the  reader  may  confult  Cal- 
viflQft  tijc  fiv^cbook*  of  Mofes.  ,  Jt  muftbere^ 
io«t|ibered^  bo^yevjea',  that  ibme  of  the  judicial 
pr^t^ts  ar^ .  al  fojappc4it}agie»  of  the  comuiaiid- 
mcBts  of  the  firH, table  *. 

.  }.  h$  the  qopgtegatioU' of  Ifrael  dood  in 
Ww>n*.  c;ipaciUes^  (6  tJlis  fyltem  admits  of  a^ 
r  mmy,  diftioA  eoiUideration?,  and  is  pcrf^dly 
■  idjipted  to  each  of  them  ;  Firft,  As  Ifracl  ftood 
ktke  capacity  of  the  Meifiah's  type,  this  law 
W  dcfigned  to  exhibit  the  meafurc  and  ex- 
/  tat  of  his  obedience  and  riglitconfiicfs.  In 
ftrmer  f<iederal  iranlatStions,  God  had  giy,e/i 
Wple  .dilcoVerlea  of  the  promHli>ry  part  .of  tJic 
Covenant  of  Grate,  fo  that  Ifrael  might  have 
fofflc  view  of  their  privileges ;  but  theii*  legal 
Icaiis  were  ready  to  fuggcft,  that  thefe  bene* 
fe  vftye  of  eafy  parchafc,  •  This  law  was  nc* 
caflary,  then,  to  dilcover  the  vail  extent  of  the 
conditipnary  part  of  the  Covenant,  and  die 
utter  impoflibilky  of  their  accomplilhing  it  in 
their  own  perfons.  1  he  law  was  exhibited,  at 
tliis  time,  as  armed  with  the  curfe,  that  they 
loight  know  the  law-penalty  as  well  as- the  law^t  ^ 
precept.  Nor  was  the  exhibition  of  the  law 
in  the  form  of  the  Covenant  of  Works,  at  all 

!  ♦  Lcidekker  dc  Repub.  Kebraor.  Lib.  V.  cap.  ix. 

improper, 
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improper,  if  we   confider  Ifrael  as  a  typ<?;  of 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift*     As   he  undertbc^  to 
magriily  the  law  and  make  it  honourable,  even 
from  eternity,  in  his  ow^  perfcMi ;  fa  he  lUcc- 
>vays  engaged,  in  the  perfon  of  his  aneeftor, 
and  by  the  mouth  of  the  whole  cbngregatibtt*^ 
as  his  4ype,  to  implement  the  law  in  its^folieft 
extent-    Accordingly,  he  fubmitted  to  the  law, 
in  the  Sinai  edition  of  it,,  when  he  fulfilled  the 
condition  of  the  New  Covenant.     Thb  is  fre- 
quendy  taught  us  by  th^  Apoftle.    'As  he  was^ 
at  this  time,  conftituted  under  the  law,  in  the 
peribn  of  his  anceftcw-,  and  by  the  engagement 
of  his  type ;  fo  be  came  forth  actually,  in  the 
fubiefs  of  time,  .under   that  v^ry  iame  law: 
**  God  fent  fortK  his  Son,  made  of  a  woman^ 
made  (or  constitxtted)  under  the  law,  to 
redeem  them  who •  were \mder  the  law  "^J^  The 
law  of  the  Covenant  of  ¥Vorks  was^  indeed,  a 
law  common  to  both-  Jews  and  Gentiles ;  but 
the  latter  had  a  far  more  imperfect  edition  of 
it   than   the   former:   Therefore,   the    Apoftle 
takes  his  meafiires  from  the  moft  pcrfc^9:  copy» 
That   tlie  ApoUlc  confiders  thi|>  edition  oi  the. 
law  as  the  ftandard  of  the  iur^ty  righteouf- 
nefs,  is  evident  from  the  date  of  it :   |t  was  a 
I. AW   given    four    hundred   and  thirty  • 
.Y  EARS  after  the  promilc  made  unto  Abraham. 
Now,  thi5v  date  cacn  agree  to  no  other  than  the 
Sinai  Tranfav^ion  f  /     The    Mofaic  Law  Mas 

*  Gal,  iv.  4,  f .         t  CaL  iiir  I  ?• 

the 
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the  only  one  which  expreffcd  its  penalty  by  the 
curied' death  of  hanging  on  a  tree;  and  ad-' 
judged  finnersi  to  have  incurred  tliat  curfe,  by 
the?  violation  of  it.  Now^  Clu-ift  yielded  obe- 
dience to  fuch  a  law:  'Vlt  is  written  (vi2.  in 
the  .Mofaic  Law)  cursed  is  every  one  that 
continnelh  not  in  all  thhigs  written  in  the 
BOOK  OF  THE  LiAWto  do  thcTO.? — "  Chrift 
hath  redeeixied  us  from  the  ctuffe  of  the  law, 
being  made  a  cucfe  for  us ;  for  it  ia  writtcA, 
Cui-led  is  every  one  that  hangeth  on  a  tree  ^V*^ 
It  was  the  Mofaic  edition  of  the  la  w  wliich  de- 
manded clbedience  to  it  as  the  condition  of 
life  :  "  For  Mofes  de(i:ribeth  tlije  righteoufnefs 
which  is  of  the  Law,  That  the  man  which 
doeth  thofe  thiiigs  fliall  live  by  tliem  fS'  N6w^ 
Jefiis  Chrift  was  conftitated  under  that  law 
which  required  obedience  and  iufferings  as  the 
condition  of  life,  that,  by  his  obedience  and 
deaths  he  might. become  thd  author  of  eternal 
falvatron  to.theiri  who  obey  bim.  Rut  it  may 
be  objecEted,  perhaps,  That  it  is  improper  and 
abfurd  to  lay  a  yoke  on  Ifrael  which,  was  de- 
ftgned  only  for  Jefus  Chrift, — abfiud  to  demand 
that  obedience  from  them  which  was  only  con> 
peteut.  to,  him  alone  to  yield.  To  which  it 
may  be  replied,.  That  it  was  very  proper  to  in- 
timate the  law,  toidcr  this  fpecial  confideration, 
unto  tliem,  as  they,  in  their  original  ftate,  were 
the  proper  fuijcits  of  it :  And  if  tlK^y  were  dc- 

♦  Gal.  iii.  jO,  13.  f  RPW«  X*  S* 

'  livcrcd 
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livcrcd  from  the  law-<:iirfe,  it  was  an  nleftil 
\dXon  for  them  to  look  bade  unto  tbeia^i'fial 
flrate  froiu  which  they  had  beear  frecsdu  tti^iay 
alfo  be  iadded^  That  k  is  agreeaUeiloitHs  gtt«- 
niu^  of  types,  to  alcribe  things  unto  thetir«ci4»ch 
are  only  true  of  their  antitype  r  Therefore,  \t 
is  by  no  means  improper  toipcak  of  their  obe- 
dience as  the  c<mdition  of  life,  wbilethc  obe- 
dience of  €hrift  is  intended. as  the  fabftance  of 
that  fl)ath>w;  This  is^  indeed,  the  tifoalftylc 
of  the  Mofaic  ritual,  efpecially  refpcidng  fa- 
crifice.  It  may  be*  al(bobfervcd^  That  it  i« 
equally  proper  to  propofe  the  obedieiKe  of  one 
type  as  the  caufe  of  life,  as  to  make  promifeft 
to  other  types,  which, -ilnclly  fptakihgj  can 
only  belong  unto  the  trut  Meffiah :  For  ex* 
ample,  God  pronrifed  to  Ahrahath,  faying, 
*'  In  thee  fliall'  all  the  famHies  of  the  earth 
-ft  E  B  L  £«  s  B  !>/'  Whel-eaft,  it.  is  only  compel 
tedt  tttitly  Jefus  Clu^ifl:  ta  b;lx:ss  mcd  iu>  die 
foirie  intended .  Various  diings  :ai?e  dikeway s 
pi*OTiiifed  lo  David,  which  in'  their  fnll<ft»em- 
phalrs,-belong'  only  unto  -him  who  is  both  Da- 
vid's Son  ami  David's  Lord^.  Now,  if  it  was 
jyropei*  tV)  give  out  (nroniiies  to  the  tj^pe^  which 
are  fulfil tctf  only  in  thcf  antiiypcv  Why  may  not 
pre^ej^t^  be.faid^cfti  -tlie  type^  >^icht conld  'pnly 
be  ftdfilled  by  -the  antitype  likcwiys  ?  In  one 
\vord,\Vc  may  anfwcf,  I'hough  theiyftem  of 
precepts  demanded  obedience,  astlie  condition 

♦  Sec  Pfal.  bcxxia. 
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of  life;  yet  it  did  not  exclude,  but  enjoin  a 
vicarious  fatisfadtion,  in  cafe  of  failiu*e;  As 
the  moral  law  ,was  broader  than  their  obedi- 
ence to  it,  fo  the  ceremonial  law  was  fuper- 
induced  to  point  out  the  plan  of  divine  atone- 
ment and  acceptance,  "liie  demands  of  the 
moral  law  were  fo  broad,  as  to  (hut  them  out 
from  all  hopes  of  attaining  life  and  falvation 
by  their  own  obedience  ;  but  it  did  not  fliut 
them  up  from  fe eking  (alvation  by  the  obedi- 
ence of  another.  The  ceremonial  law,  which 
was  an  appendage  of  the  moral,  taught  the 
perfon,  who  prefented  his  facrifice  before  God, 
to  lay  his  hand  upon  the  head  of  the  facrifice, 
as  an  emblematical  reprefentation  of  transfer- 
ring tile  guilt  from  the  (inner  to  tlie  furety  : 
^*  And  he  (liall  lay  his  hand  upon  the  head  of 
the  facrifice*,''  &c.  Secondly,  As  the  congre- 
gation of  Ifrael  may  be  confidered  as  made  up 
of  perfons  cither  unregenerated  or  regenera- 
ted by  the  gi*ace  of  God.  In  the  latter  vie\v, 
it  was  proper  to  intimate  the  law  to  them  even 
as  a  covenant  of  works,  to  fhcw  them  how- 
much  they  were  indebted  to  Chrift  in  fulfilling 
the  law  in  their  Head.  In  the  former  view. 
It  taught  them  the  danger  of  their  prefent 
ftate,  and  the  neceflity  of  betaking  themfelves 
to  a  mediator ;  and  it  appears  to  have  had 
the  delired  effect  upon  fome  of  them  f .    Third- 

♦  Lcvit.  iii.   2. 
f  Ejtod.  x%.  x8— 2  3.compared\\ithDcut.r¥iii— 18. 
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ly,  As  the  congregation  of  Ifrael  ftood  in  the 
capacity  of  a  vitiblc  church,  this  fyftem  of  pre- 
cepts was  the  rule  of  their  focial  worfKp,  and 
even  of  their  perfonal  obedience.      That  this 
(yftem  demanded  focial  worOiip, — that  it  was 
the  ftandard.of  external  obedience,  is  univcr- 
fally  granted :  That   it   required   private  and 
perfonal  obedience  is  equally  certain  from  the 
very  form  of  the  precepts  themfelves*     They 
run  in  the  fingular  number,  intimating,   that 
tliey  were  direded  to   individuals  :    '/   Thou 
flialt  have  no  other  gods  before  mc»      Thou 
flialt  not  make  unto  thee  any  graven  image/' 
— "  Thou    fhalt  not  take    the   name   of  the 
Lord   thy   God  in  vain/'   &c.    "Thou  (halt 
not  commit  adultery/'     And   fuch  is  the  fpi- 
ritual  nature  of  the  divine  law,   that  it  bindj 
every  one  in  the  inward  man,  as  Well  as  the 
outward  :    The    Pharifces    thought  otherways 
indeed ;  but  Chrift  fpent  two   fermons  to  de- 
ted:  their  miftake  *.     The  fiim  of  our  duty  is 
love  ;   and  God  commanded  Ifrael  to  love  him 
with  all  their   heart  ;    while  he  prohibited 
them  from  hating  their  brethren  IN  thrir 

HEART-j*. 

3.  As  the  moral  law  bound  them  to  obfervc 
both  ceremonial  and  judicial  precepts  ;  fo  ce- 
remonials regulated  Ifrael  in  her  ccclefiaftical 

*  Hb  fermon  on  the  monnt^  and  his  fermon  on'  the  plain. 

-  f  Lcrit.  xix.  1 7. 
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capacity,  as  a  typical  churcli ;  and  judicials, 
her  civil  polity,  as  a  nation  under  a  theocrati- 
cal  government.  Under  tlie  Mofaic  oeconomy, 
there  was  a  greater  affinity  between  the  church 
and  the  ftate,  indeed,  than  under  the  Chriftian 
difpcnfetion  ;  yet  they  were  perfeiftly  diftinct, 
and  had  diftinft  law^  accordingly*.  The  end 
for  which  the  feed  of  Abraham  were  fcparated 
to  be  a  typical  church  has  been  declared  on 
the  Abrahamic  Covenant.  Now,  God  faw 
meet  to  appoint  a  theocratical  government  in 
the  ftate,  as  the  beft  means  of  preferving  that 
nation  in  which  he  had  placed  them.  Becaule 
fome  attribute  too  much  to  this  form  of  poli- 
ty, and  others  too  little,  it  might  not  be  un- 
profitable to  fpend  a  moment  in  the  confidera- 
tionof  it-j".     hi  a  theocracy,  then,  Jehovah, 

by 

♦  Mr  Locke  is  pleafed  to  fet  afide  the  diflind:ion  of 
the  Mofaic  Law  into  moral,  cer'enionialy  and  judicial,  in 
the  following  manner:  *'  There  is  nothing  more  frivo- 
lous than  that  common  diilindliou  of  the  moral,  cere- 
monial, and  judicial  laWj  wJiich  men  ordinarily  make 
nfe  of,"  Letter  on  Toleration,  p.  129.  But  as  this  di- 
flinOUon  is  founded  in  the  nature  of  things ;  and  as  di- 
Hiuift  names  arc  given  *io  each  of  thefe  laws  by  God  hini- 
ielf,  we  need  not,  and  ought  not  indeed,  to  be  Avayed 
by  any  human  authority,  however  gteat. 

f  The  M'ord  6uK^xrte$,  foripcd  by  Jofephus  ifo-  Deus 
xfttntj  impcro,  very  happily  exprclleth  that  peculiar  go- 
vernment which  God  exerciled  over  Ifrael,  Jenning*s 
Jewifh  Antiq.  Vol.  L  ]).  20.  Some  confidcr  the  Jev/iih 
Church  and  the  Jewilli  State  as  of  the  fame  extent^  or 
rather,  llicy  fuppofc  they  find  only  a  State-church  ;  or, 
M  m  2  perhaps. 
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by  himfelf,  prefcribes  laws  by  which  the  fub- 
jed:s  of  it  arc  governed.  Thefe  are  no  other 
than  the  judicial  laws,  which,  in  the  facred 
liiftory,  are  frequently  denominated  judg- 
ments.  In  a  theocracy,  Jehovah  not.only 

prefcribed  the  qualification  of  civil  rulers;  but 
alfo  pitched  on  the  individual  perfons  to  be  in- 
vefted  with  that  power.  In  other  common- 
vvealths,  rulers  are  the  ordinance  of  man; 
or,  as  the  Apoftle  (peaks,  the  creature  of 
MAN.  In  the  Hebrew  commonwealth  they 
w^cre   chofcn   immediately    by    God.      If  the 

perhaps,  no  Church  at  all,  unlefs  it  be  a  kind  of  Eccle- 
llaftical  State.  The  ufiial  idea  they  affix  unto  the  term 
theocracy  is  a  Hate  in  which  God  himfelf  a<fled  the  part 
of  an  earthly  monarch,  without  any  regard  to  the  inter- 
nal obedience  of  his  fubjecls,  and  without  enforcing  his 
flatutes  hy  any  but  temporal  rewards  and  puniihments: 
**  The  conditions  which  entitled  to  the  bleflings  of  the 
Sinai  covenant  is  obedience  to  the  letter  of  the  Law, 
even  wlien  it  did  not  flow  from  faith  and  love.  A  tem- 
poral monarch  claims  from  his  fubjet^s  only  outward 
honour  and  obedience.  God,  therefore,  acting  in  the 
Kinai  Covenant  as  King  of  the  Jews,  demanded  from 
them  no  more,*'  Erskine's  Diflertations^  p.  37.  '^  God, 
in  that  covenant,  adted  as  a  temporal  monarch  ;  and 
i  roui  a  temporal  monarch,  temporal  pro(perity  is  all  we 
hope,  not  fpiritual  blelGngs,  fuch  as  righteoufnefs,  peace, 
:iud  joy  in  the  Holy  Gholl,"  p.  22.  Hence,  they  con- 
i  hide,  that  an  equal  providence  was  adminifbrated  even 
unto  each  individual  in  the  republic.  Warburton's  Di- 
vine Legat.  of  Mofcs  Demonflrat.— Others  imagine  all 
judiciab  are  of  perpetual  obligation;  and  all  Hates, 
wliere  the  Chriftian  religion  has  obtained,  ought  to  be 
governed  by  them.  The  abbettors  of  thb  laft  opinion 
•are  coufnted  by  Calviu;  Vid.  Iiiftitut.  palfim. 

Jewifh 
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Jcwifh  nation,  at  any  time,  exercifed  the  power 
of  cle<5tmg  magirtrates,  it  confifted  either  in 
an  approbation  of  God's  choice,  or  it  was  the 
eflfc^ft  of  a  Ipecial  mandate  froni  God  himfelf 
for  that  pnrpofe  :  Saul  and  David  were  firft 
cholen  by  God,  then  by  the  people  :  The  peo- 
ple, with  Mofes,  elecl:ed  elders,  God  command- 
ing them  fo  to  do.  Again,  Jehovah  refer ved 
to  himfelf  the  prerogative  of  proclaiming  war 
and  making  peace.  Sometimes  God  proclaim-? 
ed  war  agahift  his  enemies ;  as  in  the  cafe  of 
the  Amalekites  and  Canaanites :  At  other  times, 
he  informed  his  liibje^fls  in  this  matter  by  Urira 
and  Thujnmim,  or" by  his  infpired  prophets  : 
Hence,  they  are  fi'equently  laid  to  enquire 
OF  THE  Lord  before  they  adventoi'ed  On  war. 
In  one  word.  This  theocracy  was  alfo  admini- 
flered  by  a  peculiar  providence.  Some  imagine, 
that  this  adminiftration  was  perfedlly  equal, 
both  as  it  refpecled  the  nation,  and  alfo  as  it 
refpectcd  individuals ;  but  I  greatly  doubt  if 
fuch  an  adminiftration  be  compatible  with  the 
nature  of  this  prefent  world.  I  would  readily 
gi-ant,  liowever,  tl^at,  for  the  moft  part,  public 
reformation  was  rewarded  widi  national  pro- 
Iperity,  and  public  defeAion  puniflied  with  na- 
tional adverfity ;  as  far  as  was  confiftent  with 
the  rights  and  excrcife  of  divine  (bvereinty  : 
For  God  might  either  puni/li  the  perpetrators 
of  wickednefs  in  their  own  perfons,  or  vifit  the 
iniquities  of  the  fathers  npou  the  children  un- 
to 
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to  the  third  or  fourth  generation*. Now, 

the  moral  law  bound  not  only  unto  the  obfer- 
vation  of  itfelf ;  but  alifo  of  all  its  appendages: 
Thus,  for  example,  the  fifth  commandment, 
which  bound  to  hortour  parents  in  the  common* 
wealth,  as  well  as  in  the  family,  boimd  to  ho- 
nour thofe  magillrates  which  Gfed  had  inftitu- 
ted  among  them.  The  fecond  commandment, 
which  binds  unto  an  obfervance  of  all  that  God 
has  appointed  in  his  word,  bound  alfo  unto  the 
obfervance  of  circumcifion,  the  paflbver,  lacri- 
fices  of  every  fpecies,  and  the  obfervation  of 
their  folemn  feafts  j* . 

II.    I   SHALL 

*  Twenty  inftanccs  of  a  peculiar  providence  are  enu- 
merated by  Leidekker  de  Repub.  Lib.  V.  cap.  i.  5  5* 
cum  notis*  He  would  fee  a  particular  account  of  the 
theoctacy  may  confult  H.  Witlius,  Orat.  Dici:.  i6.  Mar. 
1687.  De  Theocratia  Israelitarum.  The  firft  au- • 
thor,  as  far  as  I  know,  who  gave  a  view  of  Jewifh  go- 
vernment fimllar  to  that  which  I  have  oiFered,  was  Her- 
man Conringius,  de  Hcpub.  Hebracor.  p.  113.,  114.  But 
he  fell  into  the  miftake  of  denying  the  dillinc^ion  be- 
tween the  Jewiili  civil  and  ecclefiaflic  governments,  which 
miilake  we  intend  to  couiider  afterwards.  The  peculiar 
form,  and  dillinc*l  branches  of  the  Hebrew  polity,  arc 
delineated,  witli  great  accuracy  and  judgment, by  Moses 
Low  MAN,  in  a  Diilertation  on  tJie  Civil  Government  o£ 
the  HebreVs ;  in  which  tlie  true  defigns  and  nature  of 
the  government  are  explained .  The  justice,  wistom, 
and  GOODNESS  of  tiie  Mofaic  conflitution  are  vindicated. 
London  edit.  1  740. 

f  Tlie  above  view  of  the  Jewifh  Government,  which 
I  take  to  be  the  jufl  one,  will  never  yield  this  conclufion, 
['  That  the  Mollilc  covenant  contained  only   temporal 

bldlings  ; 
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n.  I  SHALL  now  eypreCs  a  cpnneAed  view 
of  both  the  promifes  and  precepts  in  this  tranl^ 
a&ion,  with  KiracP^  acceptance  of  them.  And 
their  bond  feems  to  have  been  to  the  followincr 
purpofe :  ^'  Becanfe  the  Lord  God  of  our  fathers, 
Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  has  been  graci- 
oufly  pleafed  to  take  us  for  his  peculiar  people, 
digni^ing  us  with  the  dilpolitions  of  kings 
and  priefts,  as  well  as  entitling  us  unto  the  ho- 
nour of  them;  confecrating  us  to  be  a  holy- 
nation  unto  himfelf,  while  he  makes  over  him-* 
£elf  unto  us  as  oivr  own  God,  afluring  us  of  the 
guidance  of  the  angel  of  his  prefence,  to  con- 
du<5l  us  through  the  Avildernefs  in  the  mean- 
time, as  alfo  the  Mefliah  in  the  fulncfs  of 
time  ;  and  alfb,  becaufe  he  hath  renewed  the 
fecurity  granted  to  our  fathers,  of  bleflings 
both  fpiritual  and  temporal:  We  engage 
and  refolve.  To  hear  and  believe  all  that  God 
hath  promifed,  to  obey  all  the  precepts  he  hath 
enjoined ;  particularly,  to  know  and  acknow- 
ledge Gad  as  the  only  true  God,  and  our  God, 

Mei&ngs ;  and  demanded  only  om-fide  obedience."  Is  it 
juft  rcafouing'to  argue,  becaufe  God  flood  in  the  capa- 
city of  a  bead  to  the  commonwealth,  therefore,  he  could 
not  ftand  in  any  other  relation  to  the  members  of  it  ? 
That,  becaufe  he  demanded  loyalty,  and  refpeA  to  the 
judicial  law,  therefore,  he  could  not  claim  any  fpiritual 
obedience  trnto  the  moral  law  ?  That,  becaufe  he  pro- 
inifed  temporal  bleffings,  therefore,  he  could  not  beftow 
any  other  ?  Yet  fuch  arc  the  reafonings  upon  which 
mighty  bulwarks  have  been  exe^fled,  for  befieging  a  Co- 
venanted Reformation  !  But  I  hope  they  will  never  make 
the  fmallcfl  Hone  of  it  to  flxakc. 

and 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


i8o       DISSERTATION    V.      Part  !• 

and  to  worfliip  and  glbrify  him  accordingly ; 
by  receiving,  obferving,  keeping  pure  and  en-* 
tire  all  fiich  religious  worfhip  and  ordinances  as 
he  hath  appointed  in  his  word ;  making  a  ho- 
ly and  reverend  uie  of  God's  names,  titles,  at- 
tributes, ordinances,  words,   and  works  ;  and 
keeping  holy  to  God  fuch  fct  times  as  he  hath 
appointed  in  his  word,  exprefsly  one  whole  day 
in  feven,  to  be  Sabbath  to  himfelf,  by  an  holy 
reding  all  that  day,  even  from  iiich  worldly 
employments  and  recreations  as  are  lawful  on 
other  days,    (pending  *  the  whole   time  in  the 
public  and  private  exercife   of  God!s  worfliip, 
except   fo   much   as  is  to  be  taken  up  in  the 
works  of  neceffity  and.mercy  :   And  we  refolve, 
To  preferve  the  honour  and  performi  the  duty 
which  belong^th  unto  every  one  in  their  fcve- 
ral  places  and  relations,  as  fuperiors,  inferiors, 
or  equals ;  and  to  ufe  all  lawful  endeavours  to 
prefcrve  our  own  life  and  the  life  of  others  j 
and  to  preferve  our  own  and  bur  neighbour's 
chaftity  in  heart,  fpeech,  and  behaviour  ;   with 
the  lawful  procuring  and  furthering  the  wealth 
and  outward  eftate   of  ourfelves  and  others; 
while  we  maintain  and  promote  the  truth  be- 
tween man  and  man,   and  endeavour  to  main- 
tain,  each  for  himfelf,  his  own  and  his  neigh- 
bour's good   name,  elpecially  in  witncft  bear- 
ing :  And  we  engage.   To  endeavour  fiill  con- 
tentment with  our  oAvn  condition,  with  a  right 
and    charitable    frame    of   ^irit   towards  our 
neighbour,  and  all  that  is  liis  */' 

♦  Shorter  Catccbifin. 

in.  I  suAj.t 
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III.  I  SHALL  now  enquire  how  far  the  Sub- 
ftance  of  this  Covenant  is  of  perpetual  obliga- 
tion ;  and  how  far  it  was  peculiar  to  the  typi- 
cal ueconomy. 

I .  Th  K  charad:eriftic  of  the  better  flfcconomy 

IS^ChRIST    already    come    tN  THE   FLESH: 

The  charadteriftic  of  the  typical  oeconomy  was^ 
Christ  to  come.  Now,  all  things  in  this 
tranfa<9:ion  which  did  fore-fignify  Chritt  then 
to  comc^  muft  belong  unto  the  typical  oecono- 
my ; — -all  things  which  prefigured  his  life, 
death,  or  rcfurrc<9tion,  or  his  pre^^ous  incarna- 
tion ^  -Such  as,  the  law  of  lacrifices,  the  prie^ 
hood,  the  judicial  injunAion  to  marry  the  wi- 
dow of  a  dcceafed  brother,  to  raifc  up  feed 
unto  him,  &c, 

fi-  There  Nvas  likeways  a  degree  of  terror 
and  cfarknefs  peculiar  unto  the  typical  oecono- 
niy»  Hence,  Paul  de<;lared  to  the  New  Tefta- 
ment  faints,  that  they  *'  were  not  come  imto 
the  mount  that  might  be  touched,  and  burned 
with  fire ;  nor  unto  blaCknefs,  and  darknefs, 
and  tempeft,  and  the  fovmd  of  a  trumpet,  and 
the  voice  of  words ;  which  voice  they  that 
heard  intreated  that  the  word  flipuld  not  be 
Ipokcn  to  tliera  any  more  *•"  This  dread  and 
darknefs  was  peculiar  to  the  minor  Ibite  of  the 

*  Heb.  xli.  1 8,  19. 

^         Nn  ChurcJ}^ 

r 
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Church ;  and  a  declaration  of  what  was  due 
by  finners  unto  the  juftice  of  God- 

3.  The  |)romi(e  of  Canaan^  and  a  multi- 
tude of  temporal  bleiiings  in  it,  was  alfo  pe- 
culiar unto  the  ancient  oeconomy.  Thefe  (ha- 
dows  prefigured  better  things,  to  be  beftowed 
in-  gofpel  days  ;  and  are,  therefore,  unne- 
ceflary  when  the  iubftance  is  exhibited.      ^ 

On  the  other  hand,  We  have  manifeft" 
ed,  that  the  greater  part  of  the  promifes  made 
unto  Ifrael  at  this  time  arc  cngroflcd  in  the 
covenant  which  God  has  made  with  the  GolpeJ 
Church  J  and,  therefore,  claim  the  faith  and 
confcffion  of  New  Teftament  faints  :  The  ca- 
pital proipife,  in  both  oeconomies,  being  to  this 
pm"pofe,  ^'  I  'will  be  unto  tliem  a  God,  and 
they  fliall  be  unto  me  a  people. ''^ 

The  moral  law,  as  a-. rule  of  life,  is  alfo  of 
perpetual  obligation  on  the  members  of  the 
Gofpel  Chmxh  :  As  alfo  the  judicial  law,  un- 
lefs  in  things  typical,  or  peculiar  to  the  land 
of  Canaan^  In  as  far  as  the  judgments,  by 
which  the  commonwealth  of  Ifrael  was  govem* 
ed,  were  founded  on  the  prmciples  of  eqirity 
common  to  all  nations,  they  are  of  univerfal 
and  perpetual  obligation.  But  I  need  not^ 
mention  particulars,   as  their  agreement  with 
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the  dilates  of  the  law  of  nature  has  been  a- 
bundantly  demonlbated  by  otliers  *. 

THIRDLY,  I  fliall  now  coufider  the  Occa- 
SIGNS  of  this  Covenant, 

It  obtained  four  hundred  and  thirty  years  and 
fixty  days  after  the  call  of  Abraham  f ;   and  a- 

bout 

*  Mofaicamm  et  Romanorum  Legiiin  collatio^  P.  Pi- 

TUJEO.  , 

+  The  date  of  this  Covenant  may  be  afceitained  hj 
comparing  the  various  accounts  of  it  marked  in  tlie  in- 
fpired  writings^  £xod.  xii.  40,  41.  *'  Now  the  fojourn- 
ing  of  the  children  of  Ifrael,  who  dwelt  in  Egypt,  was 
four  hiuidred  and  thirty  years,  even  the  felf  fame  day 
it  came  to  paii,  that  all  the  hoils  of  the  Lol-d'wcnt  forth 
from  the  land  of  Egypt."  Gal.  iii.  17.  ''And  this  liay, 
that  the  covenant  that  was  confirmed  before  of  God  in 
Chrilt,  the  Law,  which  was  four  hundred  and  thirty 
years  after,  cannot  difannnl,  that  it  ihould  make  the 
promife  of  none  effedl."—— The  particulars  which  make 
up  this  fum  fband  thus  :  >    < 

-^  Years. 

From  the  call  of  Abram  to  the  birth  of  Ifaac^  2  5 

■  ■     to  the  biith  of  Jacob,  60 

to  tlie  falc  of  Jofeph,  108 

■     ■  ■        -         to  Jacob's  defcent  intoEgypt,' '  2  2 

The  fum  of  which  amounts  to  half  the  time  fpccificd,  215 

The  other  equal  part  of  tliem  may  be  made  up 
in  this  manner, 
From  the  defcent  of  Jacob  to  the  death  oFjofeph,         71 

»  ■  to  the  birth  of  Mofes,  64 

to  the  deliverance  of  Ifracl,  80 


/ 


215 
N  n  a  .The 
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bout  two  hundred  and  Hxty  years  after  the  fe- 
deral tranfadnon  between  God  and  Jacob,  at 
Bethel.  The  incidents  -which  filled  up  that 
long  interval  deferve  to  be  particularly  confi- 
dercd. 

1.  God  had  acconipliflied  hisproniifes  made 
to  Jacob  at  Bethel,  refpeAing  his  own  tempo- 
ral profperity  and  eternal  falvation.  And  Ja- 
cob hud  alio,  in  fome  nieafure,  fulfilled  his 
vow.  Now,  God's  faithfulnefs,  in  keeping  co- 
venant, was  a  grand  encouragement  to  tmft 
him  yet  again  ;  and  the  patriarch's  example 
>yas  well  worthy  of  imitation. 

2 .  The  g^acc  and  holinefs  of  tlie  covenant- 
ed Iced  liad  been  rewarded,  and  dleir  fins  and 
jnfirniities  chaftiled,  by  a  chequered  work  of  pro- 
vidence, during  the  (pace  of  their  fojomning. 
Jacob's  fraud,  for  example,  had  been  chaftifed 
by  Laban's  conduv5l,  both  relpeAing  his  wives 
and  his  wages  ;  and  his  polygamy,  by  the 
diJcord  of  his  wives,  Rachel's  barrennefs,  as 
^vell  as  the  difcord  and  enyy  of  his  children. 

The  fojouniing  includes  all  that  of  Abraliam,  Ifaac,  ani 
Jacob,  as  well  as  that  of  fucceeding  generations.  TJic 
i'ecniing  diiference  between  the  date,  above  fLved,  and 
the  promife  made  to  Abraham,  Gen.  xv.  compared  with/ 
Aifls  vii,  6.  has  been  removed,  Diflertation  II.  Part  ij. 
The  objetflions  M'hich  Ludovic.  Capell.  raifed  againftthis 
calculation  were  fully  anfwered  by  our  learned  country- 
man Mr  Robert  Bailey,  Opere  Hiftor.  Chron.  p.  54-  ^^' 
as  alfo  by  Biihop  Uflier,  and  F.  Spanhcim,  F.  F. 

The 
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The  unnatural  contluA  of  his  fons  m  felling  Jo- 
feph  their  brother,  had  been  chaftifecl  by  fa- 
mine, and  various  other  ftraits  wliich  were 
brought  upon  tliem.  But,  on  the  other  hand, 
Jacob  and  his  family  had  Leen  prcferved  from 
the  rage  of  Efau, — from  the  revenge  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Canaan,  which  Jacob  greatly 
feared,  on' account  of  his  fons  ftaughtering  the 
Shechemites*  In  the  days  of  famine  they  had 
alfo  been  fatisfied  with  bread  :  For  divine  wif- 
dom  (b  over-ioiled  tlieir  envy  againft  Joleph, 
that  it  turned  out  for  their  prcfervation,^  and 
his  aggrandizement, 

3.  As  both  Jacob  and  Jofcph  prophefied  of 
IfraeVs  return  from  Egypt ;  fo  the  former  or- 
dered his  body  to  be  carried  up  into  Canaan  ; 
and  the  latter  took  an  oath  of  his  children, 
that  they  fliould  carry  his  bones  with  them, 
a«*:ainft  the  time  of  their  deliverance  from 
bondage.  Now  God  begun  to  accomplidi  tlieir 
prcdiAions ;  and  Ifracl  was  encouraged  to  cre- 
dit every  other  divine  prediction,  and  to  im- 
prove the  promifcs  God  had  beftowed  on  them 
to  his  honour  and  their  falvation. 

4.  Joseph's  advancement,  and  their  con- 
ne^Stion  with  the  court  of  Egypt,  made  way 
for  their  corruption  and  idolatry.  Tlie  Mofaic 
hiftory  is  fixuing  indeed,  as  to  their  accufation 
on  that  head  ;  but,  from  various  precepts  in 
the  Jcwifh   fyftcm,  comj^arcd  with  other  tefti- 

monics 
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monies  of  infpired  writers,  it  is  plain  that  idol- 
worlhip  had  been  pra^ftifcd  by  fome  of  them  at 
leaft.  Ifrael  was  exprefsly  prohibited  from 
making  imto  themfclves  the  likenefs  of  any 
living  creature  which  moveth  upon  the  eardi, 
as  a  Handing  teflimony  agaihft  the  Egyptian 
worfliip  of  four-footed  beafts.  When  they 
finned,  they  accordingly  fell  into  the  Egyptian 
-  fyftem  of  idolatry,  making  the  golden  calf. 
Joflma,  in  like  manner,  taxeth  them  with  E- 
gyptian  idolatry,  "  Put  away  the  gods  which 
yourfatJiers  fcrved  on  the  other  fide  of  the  flood, 
and  in  Egypt  * ."  Oftener  than  once  does  the 
prophet  Ezekiel  renew  the  fam^  accufation  a- 
gainft  them  in  like  manner^.  Now,  as  God 
had  feparated  th^  covenanted  feed  of  Jacob 
from  their  idolatrous  inaftcrs,  by  a  train  of  a- 
mazing  providences ;  and  as  he  had  begun  to 
reform  them  ,from  that  idolatrous  taint  which 
they  had  con  traded,  fo  he  brought  them  into 
covenant  with  himfelf  of  new,  making  that  co- 
venant to  point  directly  againft  their  former 
idolatry.  Their  idolatry  was  a  fcontradifting 
the  very  purpofe  for  which  the  family  of  Abra- 
ham had  beep  feparated  from  the  reft  of  the 
world;  of  confequence,  it  implied  tlie  deepeft 
guilt  of  covenant-violation.  Covenant-reno- 
vation was  rendered  neceflarj^,  then,  as  a  fpecdy 
remedy  of  that  evil. 

^'i         ♦  Jo^-  xxlv.  14.         t  Ezek.  XX.  7,  &c. 

5.    THX 
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5.  The  conformity  of  Ifrael  to  Egyptian 
idol^vtiy  bad  been  feverely  punirtied  by  Egyp-^ 
tian  opprcffion  ;  and  their  deliverance  from 
the  yc^e  of  their  oppreflbrs  accompliflied  by 
the  wonderful  intcrpofition  of  providence.  In 
the  (pace  of  little  more  than  lixty  years,  Ifrael 
fell  from  the  higheft  offices  in  the  kingdom  to 
the  meaueft  occupations,  and  the  moft  abje^5l 
f  la  very.  To  gratify  an  ambitious  monarch, 
who  kn^w  not  Jofeph,  the  whole  race  of  Jacob 
are  doomed  to  the  brick-ki^,  that  he  might 
build  trcafurc-cities  j  and,  left  they  fliould  ftir- 
pafs  the  Egyptians  in  numbers  and  fti-ength,. 
their  malea  muft  be  ftrangled  by  tlie  mid* 
wives.  When  the  barbarous  fchemc  mifgave, 
the  parents  are  enjoined  to  execute  their  ten- 
der offsping  !  Could  hell  itfelf  devife  any 
thing  more  fhocking  to  humanity  i  God  him- 
(elf  fpeaks  in  the  moft  feeling  manner,  con- 
cerning the  fcvere  mcafures  to  which  diey  were 
CKpofed :  "  I  have  furely  fecn  the  afflicUon  of 
my  people  whicl>  are  in  Egypt,  and  have  heard 
their  cty  by  reafon  of  their taik-maftcrs  :  for  I 
know  their  forrows ;  and  I  am  come  down  to 
deliver  them*/'  Now,  he  purfucs  the  Egyp- 
tians with  plague  upon  plague,  till,  at  laft, 
they  who  condemned  others  to  the  river,  fank 
like  lead  into  the  mighty  watqrs:  Wherefore, 
Ilrael's  deliverance  not  only  demanded  a  fong 
of  praife;  but  alfb  a  folemn  dedicatioir  of  the 

♦  Exod.  lii.  7.  S, 
1  redeemed 
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redeemed  mito  their  gracious  bfctiefa<9:or. 
Hence  the  defignation  which  God  took  to  him- 
felf,  when  he  covenanted  with  them,  was^ 
'*  The  Lord  thy  God,  which  brought  thee  out 
of  the  land  of  Egypt, — out  of  the  houfe  of 
bondage/' 

6.  This  tranfaAion  obtained  after  God  had 
inftituted  the  ordinance  of  the  paflbver  among 
them,  and-  had  performed  various  miracles, 
expreffive  of  fpii-itual  privileges,  upon  them* 
He  inlKtuted  the  paflbver.  Foiu"  days  be- 
fore the  children  of  lirael  came  out  of  Egypt, 
God  commanded  Ifracl,  that  every  family  (or 
if  the  family  confifted  of  two  perfbns,  two  might 
join  together)  fliould  take  a  lamb,  or  a  kid, 
and  flmt  it^up  from  the  tenth  until  the  four- 
teenth da  y  of  the  month  Abib ;  then  it  behoved 
them  to  kill  it.  This  lamb  muft  be  a  male  of 
the  fii-ft  year,  without  bleraifh:  They  muft  al- 
fo  receive  its  blood  in  a  bafon,  and  fprinkle  it, 
w  ith  a  bunch  of  hyflbp,  on  the  lintel  and  fidc- 
pofts  of  the  door :  They  muft  roaft  the  flefh 
with  fire  ;  and,  before  they  proceed,  they  muft 
feajxh  their  houfes,  left  there  be  any  leavened 
bread  in  it ;  as  the  lamb  muft  be  eaten  with 
unleavened  bread  :  A  bone  of  it  muft  not  be 
broken :  The  whole  muft  be  drefled  and  eaten; 
and,  left  any  of  it  fliould  be  left  until  the  morn- 
ing, what  was  not  eaten  muft  be  burnt  with 
fire  :  This  lamb  jiiuft  be  eaten  with  bitter 
herbs;    while   the   family  ftand   up  together, 

with 


Digitized,  by  VjOOQ  IC 


Paet  I.      DISSERTATION     V,        389 

with  their  flioes  on  tlieir  feet,  and  tlieir  ftaves 
in  their  hand.— -This  is  one  of  the  mod  lively 
and  cxpreflive  figures  of  Chrift,  our  palfover, 
whowasfacrificedforus.  He  is, indeed)  tlicLamb 
of  God  who  taketh  away  the  fin  of  the  world  : 
He  was  in  the  prune  of  his  vigour :  He  was  fe- 
parated  juft  as  many  years,  unto  his  pcrfonal 
miniftry,  as  the  lamb  was  of  days  from  the  rell 
rf  the  flock:  He  was  without  bleniiili,  and 
inthout  Ipot :  Expofcd,  in  his  fuJferiugs,  unto 
'  tkc  vehement  flames  of  Almighty  vengeance* 
All  the  family  of  Ifraelitcs,  indeed,  muft 
feed  on  him :  He  muft  be  received  without  he- 
fiution,  01^  referve :  True  feeding  on  him  is 
aocbmpanied  with  repentance,  and  bittemefs 
rffoul  for  fin.  Such  as  feed  on  Chrift,  om* 
prfbver,  muft  have  the  ftaff  of  God^s  promife 
in  their  hand,  and  their  feet  fliod  with  the 
preparation  of  the  everlafting  golpel,  as  a  fiu'e 
intimation  that  tTiey  have  turned  their  back 
ftl  this  worW,  and  are  journeying  unto  the 
better  country.  The  fprinkling  of  blood  was 
peculiar  unto  the  firft  celebration  of  this  ordi- 
nance, as  a  fign  to  the  defti'oying  angel  to 
fparc  the  firft-born  of  Ifi-ael,  while  he  flev^  the 
firft-born  of  Egypt.  It  was  alfo  intended  as 
a  type  of  the  BLOOD  OF  sprinkling*. — ^ — 

*  The  ordinance  of  the  paflbver  might  have  been  more 
copiouflj  con£idered«  But  our  labour  is  fuperfeded,  as 
this  has  been  done,  to  gieat  purpofe,  by  others.  Bo- 
chart.  Hicrozoicon,  Lib.  11,  cap.  1.  Wjxsxus,  Dc  Oe- 
jon.  Focd.  as  "well  as  Mather  and  M'£wen,  in  our  own 
language. 


*         O  o  God 
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God  fet  apart  the  firft-bom  of  Ifrael  unto  hinv' 
felf  *.  This  dedication  may  be  reduced  into- 
three  parts:  Firft,  male  child  jiek"|',  -wha 
were  to  be  redeemed  widi  five  ftiekels,  twenty 
gerahs  being  a  fliekel.  Scccmdly,  cleak 
B  EASTS,  fucli  as  were  offered  on  other  occa- 
fions  for  facrifice ;  and  thefe  were  to  be  offer- 
ed, for  a  burnt-offcring,^  without  rcdcmptionv 
or  commutation  wlmtfocvcr.  It  behoved  thenv 
to  be  facrificed  after  they  had  been  fed  a 
month  on  the  dam.  Tliirdfy,  Unclean  beafts, 
filch  as  the  ais,  &c.  muft  either  be  redeemed 
at  fuch  a  price  as  the  prieft  and  the  owner 
could  agree  upon,  or  the  owner  muft  break 
their  neck.  This  feparation  was  defigned  to- 
cl)mmcmorate  tl>e  deftruAion  of  Egypt's  firft- 
born ;  and  the  deliverance  of  Ifrael's-  l:^  thcr 
iprinkling  of  blood.  God  has  alfb  a  claim  un- 
to the  firift  and  beft  of  all  that  we  poflefi.  The 
dedication  of  Ihe  fii-ft-fruits  was  a  juft  acknow- 
ledgment that  they  held  their  all  by  tenor  ci 
a  gift  from  his  royal  bounty.  All  the  firft-bom 
of  Ifrael  deferved  deftruiftion  as  weH  as  thofc 
of  Egypt ;  wherefore,  if  God  faved  them  im 
the  way  of  fovercign  mercy,  he  had  an  addi- 
tional claini  upon  them.  Hence,  from  then* 
redemption  from  Egjpt,  until  the  conieeration 
of  the  Levites,  they  officiated  as  priefts ;  and^ 

*  Exod.  xiii.  2.  andxcrfe  ir — 15.  Numb,  xviii.  15—17. 
+  The  price  of  redemption  amounted  to  about  eleven 
ihillings  and  four-pence  and  two  farthings,  Engliih  mo- 
ney ;  if  the  ordinary  fhekel  (which  is  moft  probable)  bi 
ftitended^ 

probably 
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frobakiy^  bore  die  name,  as  well  as  difcliarged 

the  duty  of  that  office. The  Lord  gave 

Acm  bread  from  heaven,  and.  water  from  the 
Ikutten  rock  ;  which  prefigured  Chrift,  tlie  true 
bn^d  of  life,  and  the  inlluences  of  the  Holy 
Crhoft.  Chrift  is  the  fmitten  rock  ;  liis  flefti  is 
iKat  indeed^  and  his  blood  drink  indeed. 
Thefe  two  nufacles were  temporary  facraments, 
and  (be  paflbver  a  (landing  one  as  long  as  the 

?ical  oeconomy  lafted.  The  covenant  fealcd 
flic  paflbver  was  the  covenant  of  promife 

ttadc  to  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob ;  and  the 
•  ^ff^gi^tncnts    under    which    the    covenanters 

tilie,  by  eating  the  paflbver,  were,  to  walk  in 

ttrfMtXteps  of  thoie  ancient  covenanters,  re- 
..%>ng  themfelves  unto  the  will  of  God,  as  to 

A  enlargement  of  the  rule  of  their  duty  as 
..fefl»uld  fee  meet.     The  Sinai  tranfa<5tion  was 

iremarkable  enlargement  of  it  accordingly. 

•y.7-  At  this  time  God  reje<9:ed  the  Gentile 
*ttlions  from  being  a  part  of  his  Church  ;  and, 
ii  ordinary  circumftances,  (he  was  ever  after 
^imfined  unto  the  pofterity  of  Jacob,  until  the 
ftliicfs  of  time.  "  As  the  fii'ft  calling  of  tlie 
Gentiles,  after  Chrift  came,  was  accompanied 
*ith  a  rcjeAion  of  the  Jews ;  fo  the  firft  call- 
ftg  of  the  Jews  to  be  God's  people,  when  they 
^cre  called  out  of  Egyj^t,  was  accompanied 
^h  a  rejection  of  the  Gentiles*.^     Much  a- 

•  Edward's  Hiftory  of  Redemption,  p.  66.  Clopen. 
Oirput.Sclca:.  Difput.  1 2. DeRejeaione Gentium,  SubV. 
T.  Oeton.  Mofaica,  &c. 
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bout  this  time  idolatry  became  univerfal.  It 
was  genial,  but  not  univerfal,  in  the  days  of 
Abraham ;  for  there  was  certainly  fome  reli- 
gion in  that  city  of  which  Melchifedec  was 
king  and  prieft :  As  alfo  in  the  land  of  Uz, 
where  Job  lived  ;  fb  that  the  true  religion  was 
preferved,  for  fome  time,  among  fome  odicr 
families  befidcs  that  of  Abraham ;  but  it  did 
not  laft  long :  For  even  his  own  offspring,  by 
Keturah,  feem  to  have  unchurched  themfclves 
by  tlieir  apoftacy,  fome  time  prior  to  tliis  tranf- 
actioii. 

8.  This  tranfadion  was  accompanied  with 
a  change  of  the, Church  from  a  domeftlc 
to  a  congregational  ftatc.  DomefHc  churches 
were  fofnetimes  pretty  numerous,  and  large ; 
fuch  as  that  of  Abraham^s  family :  But,  for  the 
nioft  part,  they  were  fmall;  for  the  fbns  of  fa- 
milies foon  left  their  parents,  and  clave  to 
their  wives  j  as  there  was  abundance  of  unin- 
Jiabited  land,  of  which  they  might  take  poffef- 
iion  at  pleafurc.— ^But  this  was  a  very  great 
congregation.  As  to  the  change,  from  a  do- 
.meftic  to  a  congregational  ftate,  it  appeal's  e- 
'vidently  to  have  been  whollyof  God :  As  the 
Son  of  God  ereAed  the  church  at  firft,  fo  he 
altered  her  form  by  a  glorious  aA  of  his  re- 
gal power.  He  did  not  leave  the  modelling 
of  that  fbciety  unto  MofeS,  or  any  other  man, 
however  prudent;  but  he  conftituted  Mofes  the 
reprefentative  of  his  people^  and  dealt  with 
liim  in  their  name  and  room*     This  change 

may 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC. 


Parti.      DISSERTATION     V.       293 

may   be   reduced   unto   the  following  circurii- 

ftances: The  place    of  public   ceremonial 

worftiip  was  fixed ;  whereas,  m  the  domeftic 
ftate^.  in  every  place  where  a  religious  family 
dwelt,  there  might  they  offer  facrifices  unto  the 
Lord.  The  abode  of  the  tabernacle  was  the 
place  of  public  worfliip  in  this  congregational 

church. The  circumftance  of  time,   which 

w^s  arbiti-ary  in  the  domeftic  ftate,  became 
fixed  in  this  congregational  one.  The  time  of 
facrificing  and  ceremonial  worfliip  I  mean ;  for 
the  fevcndi-day  Sabbath  for  moral  worfliip,  ap- 
pears to  have  been  oblerved  from  the  begin- 
ning.  The  perfons   appointed   to   ferve   at 

tlie  altar  were  alfo  f^leAed  from  the  tribe  of 
Levi,  in  the  congregational  ftate  ;  whereas, 
every  head  of  a  family  had  a  right  to  be  the 
prieft  of  his  own  family,  in  the  domeftic  ftate. 

The  ecclefiaftic  yxlIc  was  alio  transfeiTed 

from  the  head  of  the  family  unto  courts  infti- 
tuted  for  that  purpofe.  It  belonged  unto  the 
head  of  the  family,  in  the  domeftic  ftate  of 
tin  Church,  to  cut  off,  by  the  fword  of  cccle- 
iiaftic  difcipline,  fuch  perfons  as  had  rendered 
tliemfclves  obnoxious  j  as  Noah  cenfured  Ca- 
naan and  his  anceftor  Ham.  In  this  congre- 
gational ftate,  the  prieft  judged  in  tlie  cgie 
of  leprofy,  and  the  Sanhedrim  in  the  cafe  of 
moral  impurities.  Though  the  name  may  be 
of  modern  invention,  and  perhaps  of  Grecian 
original;  yet  tlije  thing  itfclf  was  of  an  ancient 
date.  There  were  elders,  of  an  ecclefiaftic  fpe- 
cies,    to  judge   of    the    I>okd5   matters, 

from 
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from  the  very  beginning.  In  one  word,  This 
congregational  ftate  did  not  prechide  the  rights 
of  the  fynagogue  one  the  one  hand ;  nor  ex- 
clude thofc  ordinances  which  had  been  obfcr- 
ved  during  the  domeftic  ftate  on  the  other 
hand.  Gircumcifion  and  the  pailbver  con- 
tinued under  both,  as  we  have  fccn  ;  nor  was 
any  part  of  the  domeftic  inftruAion  fiiperfedcd, 
but  every  part  of  it  continued,  and  enforce.d^ 
by  arguments  taken  from  the  more  perfe^St 
congregational  fyftem.  This  congregation  was 
the  family  of  Jacob  dilated,  while  every  mo- 
ral duty  continued  in  each  particular  family,  as 
in  the  original  one. 

FOURTHLY,  The  next  thing  we  promifed 
on  this  fulijeft  was,  to  confidcr  the  Confirm 
MATiONs  of  tins  Covenant,  To  this  head  be- 
long all  tilings  by  which  it  was  executed,  fb 
as  to  be  of  force  upon  their  confciences,  and 
of  ufe  unto  their  faith.  And  it  was  ratified, 
both  on  the  part  of  God  and  Ifrael. 

I.  It  was  propofed  to  Ifrael,  and  accepted 
by  them.  It  was  thrce  times  propofed,  I  pre- 
fume,  and  as  often  accepted  by  the  congrega- 
tion of  Ifrael:  Firft,  It  was  propofed  to  tiiem, 
on  the  fii'ft  day  of  the  third  month  after  the 
children  of  Il'racJ  came  out  of  Egypt,  when 
Mofcs  announced  the  fii-ft  cluftpr  of  promifes  we 
have  fpecified.  Tlicn  it  was  fpoken  in  their 
ears,  by  Cod  bimfelf,  the  third  day ;  And  af- 
terwards, 
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tcrwards^  when  Mofes  had  received  the  cere-' 
x¥ioiual  and  judicial  laws,  be  came  down  from 
the  mofont  to  difpenfe  them  unto  the  f>eople* 
All  this  was  done  prior  unto  the  writing  of 
the  law  J  and,  after  it  was  written,  it  was  diA 
penfed  unto  them  like  ways.  Thus,  it  is  plain, 
riiat  they  were  not  deluded,  or  drawn  into  thia 
tranfa^ion  precipitately  j  but  he  brought  them 
on  deliberately, — prc^fing  it  to  them  oiKe 
and  again,  yea  a  third  time ;  and  as  often  a» 
God  made  the  propofal,  fo  often  did  tliey  en- 
ter into  engagements  unto  obedience » 

2.  This  tranfaiEtion  was  ratified  by  writing. 
A  written  deed  has-been  accounted  more  fore 
and  firm  than  a  verbal  declaration  ever  iince 
that  time.  This  was  probably  the  fii-ft  written 
deed  that  ever  obtained  in  tins  world ;  ''  And 
Moies  wrote  all  the  words  of  the  I^ord,*'  viz. 
in  a  BOOK,  which  is  afterwards  flyled  the 
irooK  OF  THE  covENANTT.  This  book  was 
prior  to  the  writing  of  them  on  the  two  tables 
of  ftone  :  For  Mofes  went  not  up  to  receive  the 
tables  of  the  teflimony  until  this  tranfa^on 
was  iiniftied,  and  this  book  read  in  the  audi- 
ence of  all  the  people.  And  it  was  alfo  prior 
unto  the  writing  of  the  b6oks  of  £iu>dfus  and 
GeneHs,  &c. 

3.  It  was  fblemnly  adrainiftratcd  to  them 
after  it  was  writtsen,  as  we  noticed  above; 
^'  And  he  took  the  book  of  the  covenant  and 
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l^a'd  in  the  audience  of  the  people  :  and  they 
faid,  All  that  the  Lord  hath  faid  we  will  do,, 
and  be  obedient/'  It  being  uTual  for  pcrfons 
to  have  written  deeds  rc;ad  over  to  them^  or 
by  them,  when  they  (ubfcribe  them  j  and  oaths, 
or  covenants,  folemnly  adminiftered  to  them 
when  they  enter  into  them.  Their  aflerit  un- 
to this  covenant  was  only  verbal  indeed :  The 
reafon  why  it  was  not  fublcrfbed,  perhaps,  was, 
becaule  writing  and  fubfcription  was  not  then  in 
common  ufe  for  fuch  piu'pofes.  It  was  as  late  a& 
the  daysof  J-ercmiali  ere  we  read  that  this  folem- 
nity  was  ufed  in  confirmation  of^a  civil  contra^S: ; 
and  it  was^only  in  the  days  of  Nehcmiab,  that 
wei-ead  of  it  pra^Slifed  for  ratifying  a  religious 
one.  • 

4.  This  corv^enant  was  ratified  by  facrifice  : 
"  And  Mofes  buitded  an  altar  under  the  liiU  ; 
and  twelve  pillars,  according  to  the  twelve 
tiibes  of  Ifracl.  And  he  fent  young  men  of  the 
children  of  Ifrael,  who  offered  burnt-offerings, 
and  facrificed  peace-offerings  of  oxen  unto  the 
Jj^tt  -  Lord.  And  Mofes  took  half  of  the  blood  and 
^put  it -in  bafons,  and  half  of  the  blood  he 
fprinkled  on  the  altar  :  and  Mofes  took  the 
blood  and  {jirinkled  it  on  the  people  ;  and  faid, 
Behold  the  blood  of  the  covenant  which  the 
Lord  hath  made  with  you,  concerning  all  thefe 
words  *."     We  may  obfefvq,  in  the  fiiil  place, 

♦  £:^od,  xxiv.  4,  5^  6/  8. 

The 
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The  p'eparations  which  were  made  for  this 

ibleinn  confirmation  ;   and  they  are  : The 

ereiSion  of  an  ahar.  The  people  were  about  to 
(urrendcr  themfelves  unto  the  Lord  j  but  they 
could  not  expeA  that  God  would  accept  the 
dedication,  but  through  a  Sacrifice  on  an  altar 
of  his  own  appointment:  And,  at  this  timey 
God  reftcd  on  the  altar,  as  in  his  holy  habita- 
tion.  He  fet  up  twelve  pillars,    according 

to  the  number  of  the  twelve  tribes  of  Ifrael : 
That  is,  a  pillar  for  each  tribe.  The  altar 
and  the  pillai's  were  probably  over  againft  each 
other :  And  they  certainly  reprcfented  the  two 
parties  in  the  covenant;' the  altar,  as  was  jtift. 
now  faid,  being  the  facred  habitation  of  tlie 
Son  of  God ;  and  the  book  being  laid  upon  the 
altar,  to  intimatcvthe  claims  ^which  he  had  on 

the  children  of  Ifrael. He  appointed  young 

MEN  unto  the  office  of  the  priefthood  ;  the  Le- 
vitical  prieftliood  being  not  yet  inftituted. 
Thcfe  young  men  were  the  firft-born,  whoni 
God  had  confecrated  to  himfclf,  when  he  flew 
the  iirft-born  of  Egypt  .*  And  they  were  com- 
manded to  difcharge  that  office  unto  which 
they  had  been  feparated. — ; — He  affigncd  unto 
thelc  young  men  the  work  which  belonged  un- 
to their  office :  They  are  commanded  to  offer 
burnt-offerings,  and  facrifice  peace-offerings  ''►. 

As 

*  nby  Burnt-offerings.  The  rites  of  this  facrifice 
are  prefcribed  Levit.  chap.  i.  But  it  does  not  follow, 
that  they  were  firft  inflituted  when  thefe  injun<ftions  were 
givcj).  9ut ',  foi*  they  were  offered  a^  early  sus  the  days  of 
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As  the  typical  offerings  came  infinitely  fhprt  of 
the  great  propitiation^  both  kinds  of  oblation 
Avere  neceflary  to  prcfigare  the.  one  offering  of 
Jefus  Chrift:  And  the  bumt-offering  pointed 
out  theVxqiiifite  nature  of  his  firferings,  while 
the  peace-offering  prefigured  the  fweet  favour  of 
them  before  God ;  and  their  efRcacy  to  procure 
peace  between  Cod  and  man.  This  covenant 
M'as  a  covenant  of  peace ;  wherefore  it  was 
proper  to  be  confirmed  by  facrificing  peace- 
offeruigs  :  And  the  facrifices  were  probably 
cut  in  twain,  and  Ifrael  made  to  pafs  between 

the  parts,  as  in  the  Abrahamic  covenant. 

Mofes  commanded  the  blood  of  thofe  facri- 
fices to  be  preferred,  mixed  with  water,  and 
divided  for  the  purpofes  for  which  it  was  after- 
wards applied.  The  Mofaic  account  is  not; 
quite   fo   copious,    indeed,    as   the    Apoftolic. 

Noah  and  Abel ;  but  they  were  reduced  to  fyftem  by  the. 
miniflry  of  Mofes,  Thefe  facrifices  might  confifl  either  of 
bullocks  or  fheep,  or  even  of  goats  ;  and  alfo,  of  fowls. 
This  burnt-offering  was  probably  of  bullocks ;  for  the 
Apoftle  informs  us,  that  Mofes  took  thebloodof  cai^vjss^ 
or  bullocks,  for  the  confirmation  of  the  covenant  '     '. 

Cy72^  Peace-offerings.  The  rites  of  them  are  prefcribed 
Levit.  chap.  iii.  They  nught  be  either  of  bidlockr, 
iheep,  or  goats.  Probably  both  bullocks  and  goats  were 
offered,  for  peace-offerings,  at  this  time ;  and  of  czch  a 
confiderable  quantity  :  For  peace-offerings  were  divided 
into  three  parts,  one  of  which  was  confumed  upon  the 
altar,  a  fecond  by  the  priefts,  and  the  third  by  the  per- 
fon,  or  perfons,  who  offered  them.  If  all  the  rites  of  the 
peace-offering  were  obfcrved  at  this  time,  then,  Ifracl 
woidd  have  a  fcaft  upon  a  facrifice, — a  feaft  with  God 
himfelf;  as  an  evidence  of  tl^eir  reconciliation  unto  him. 

Paul 
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Paul  -informs  iis,  that  he  took  the  blood  of 
calves,  and  of  goats,  with  water,  and  fcarlct- 
wooly  and  hyffbp^.  The  water  was  added, 
to  keep  the  blood  fluid  during  the  reading  of 
the  book  of  the  covenant,  and  to  make  it 
afperiible-  The  fcarlet-wool  and  hyflbp  were 
ufed  as  fpriaklers.  Hylfop  had  been  ufed  for 
a  like  piu-pofe  in  the  firft  palfover,  when  Ifrael 
kept  the  Iprinkling  of  blood  :  And  fbme  ima- 
gine, that  it  is  an  emblem  of  faith  ;  others,  of 
Chritl's  human  nature  ;  hyflbp  being  a  humble 
plant,  yet  of  a  pleafant  favour  ;  but  the  former 
eipoiition,  I  prefume,  is  the  molt  probable. 
■!Cbe  fcarlct-wool  was  probably  put  upon  the 
nil  of  tlie  bunch  of  hyflbp,  and  fixed  on  it  to 
make  it  imbibe  a  large  quantity  of  the  blood. 
Again,  We  may  notice  the  confirmation  it- 
fdf.  Says  the  Apoftle,  "  Neither  was  the  firfl: 
Tcftament  dedicated  without  blood ;  our 
ll^nflators  add  purified"}',  in  the  margin : 
Ipt  neither  dedicated  nor  purified,  pcr- 
laps,  exprefleth  the  fenfe  fo  properly  as-  c  o  n- 

♦  Heb.  ix.  1 7 — 20. 

t  The  original  word  is  tyKucmtuTeti.  Scaixe  two  tranfla- 
tors  have  rendered  it  by  one  and  the  fame  term :  Arias 
\Montanm  renders  it,  dedicatum  est;  Pifcator,  sanci- 
TUM  EST;  Eltius,  iNiTiATUM  EST.  But,  not  to  mention 
others,  the  beft  criticifm  I  have  feen  on  this  word  is  that 
of  Firchcr,  the  editor  of  Stockius,  Vid.  Stock,  in  vocem. 
Veram  in  N.  T.  non  niii  a  Paido  in  epifi;ola  ad  Hebrjens 
adhibetur,   cap.   ix.    18.     ad  innuendum   Testament! 

CONFIRMATIONEM,     STA  BI  LIT  lONEM,    Ct    PLENUM    COM- 

PLEMENTUM)  ut  pro  aliis  valeat. 

P  p    2  FIKiMED, 
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FIRMED,  or  RENEWEp.  The  ApofUc  is  dif- 
courling  concerning  the  things  which  are  rc- 
quifite  to  confirm  a  tcftanient,  as  is  evident 
from   the    context.       Now,   this   confirmation 

coniifted, -In  a  sprinkling  of  the  book. 

There  is  no  mention,  indeed,  of  (pi-inkling  the 
book  in  the  Mofaic  hiftory  ;  but  it  is  exprefsly 
mentioned  by  the  Apoftle.  The  Mofaic  hifto- 
ry, however,  includes  one  article  not  mention- 
ed by  the  Apoftle  ;  namely,  the  ^rinkling  of 
the  altar.  To  reconcile  the  one  with  the  o- 
ther,  it  may  be  proper  to  obicrve,  That,  as 
the  book  was  laid  upon  the  altar,  fo  it  niuft 
have  been  fprinkled  along  with  it.  We  may 
alfo  notice,  that  it  was  the  book  as  sprink- 
led, which  was  difpenfed  unto  the  people. 
Nor  was  this  rite  infignificant,  as  it  taught  the 
people  to  vow  obedience  to  the  Law,  typically 
magnified  by  this  iprinkling  of  blood.  Though 
the  Law's  demands  were  exceeding  broad  ;  yet 
this  fprinkling  of  blood  upon  it  exhibited  to 
theiiT,  as  in  a  glafs,  the  fource  of  their  deli- 
verance from  its  curfe  and  condemnation,  by 
the  blood  of  fprinkling. — t — This  confirmation 
included  in  it  alfo  a  Iprinkling  of  the  people. 
He  Iprinkled  ALL  the  people.  This  was  done, 
fomc  think,  by  fprinkling  the  twelve  pillars, 
the  people's  reprefentatives  ;  others,  that  it 
was  accompliflied  by  Iprinkling  tlie  elders,  or 
the  chief  of  every  family  :  But,  as  peace-oflcr- 
ings  were  a  feaft  for  the  whole  congregation 
of  Ifi-ael,  fo  there  might  be  abundance  of  blood 

for 
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for  fprinkling  the  whole  body  of  the  people  j 
eipccially  as  the  blogd  was  mixed  with  water, 
that  part  of  it,  at  leaft,- which  was  applied  un- 
to this  purpofe.  That  part  of  it  which  was 
Iprinkled  on  the  altar  was  probably  unmixed 
M'ith  water,  as  it  was  fprinklcd  hnmediately 
on  the  fliedding  of  it ;  but  that  which  was 
fprinkled  on  the  people  was  mixed,  to  keep  it  ' 
Trom  congealmg  dui'ing  the  reading  of  the  law 
in  the  audience  of  the  people.  The  typical 
fignification  of  the  water  was  alibunnecelTary 
in  rcfpeA  of  the  altar  .and  the  book  ;  but  ex- 
tremely proper  in  refpe<9:  of  the  people.  lii 
the  third  place,  We  have  the  explication  of 
thcfe  ritfis  of  confirmation :  "  MoCes  faid,  Be- 
hold the  blood  of  the  covenant,  which  the 
Lord  hath  made  with  you  concerning  all  theie 
words*.'*  This  blood  is  ftyled  the  blood 
OF  THE  COVENANT  ;  as  both  the  parties  co- 
venanting were  fprinkled  with  it.  It  was 
Ipi-inklcd  on  the  altar,  as  it  relpecfted  God  him- 
felf,  the  firft  party  in  this  tranfa^ion;  imply- 
ing a  fati&fadion  made  to  his  juftice.  When 
perfons  offered  facrifice  unto  God,  in  agree- 
ablenefs  unto  his  will,  he  fcnt  a  facrcd  flame 
from  heaven  to  kindle  the  wood  upon  the  al- 
tar :  And  that  heavenly  flame,  I  humbly  judge, 
repreicnted  the  flaming  fword  of  his  juftice  a- 

♦  EXod.  xxiv,  8.  - 

gainft 


Digitized  by 


Google 


302       DISSERTATION     V.      VAxy  u 

^ainfl  fin  **  Now,  the  devouring  of  the  burnt- 
oflering,  by  a  fire  af  his  own  kindling,  faid, 
that  the  fwprd  of  juftice  was  turned  from  the 
finner  to  the  facrifice :  And  the  fprmkling  of 
blood  belpakc  the  atonement  of  juiticc,  accord*- 
ing  to  divine  appointments  Both  blood  and 
water  were  (prinkled  upon  tlie  people,  the  o- 
ther  party  in  this  covenant,  to  ^lenote  both 
their  pardon  and  pui-ification*  This  blood  did 
aiot,  of  itfelf,  purchafe  parflon,  indeed ;  but  it 
J>rcfigurcd  the  blood  of  Jefus  Chrift,  which  is 
available  for  that  cnd^  Accordingly,  the  anti- 
type fully  anfwcrcd  the  type  j  for,  when  Chrilt 
was  crucified,  and  his  lide  pierced,  from  it  came 
forth  blood  and  water:  He  came  both  by  wa- 
ter and  by  blood ;  by  blood,  for  our  julVifica- 
tiori  ;  and  by  -water,  for  our  fanftification* 

I  SHALL  now  make  a  few  Reflections 
on  this  TranlaiTtion. 

I.   We  may  fee  the  evil  of  confining  this 
Covenant  unto  temporal  things.      If  we  look 

*  There  was  fomc  tolcen  by  which  Cain  tiiew  that- A- . 
bcl's  oifrring  was  accepted,  and  kis  own  rejected ;  and 
it  was,  mofl  probably,  by  God*s  fending  fire  from  heaven 
to  conlbnie  Abel's  facrifice;  as  he  aftei-wards  did  in  va- 
rious other  inUanccs  (Levit.  ix.  24.  i  Kings  xviii.  3S. 
I  Chron.  xxi.  26.  2  Chron.  vii,  i.),  to  teftifj  hissccep- 
tance  of  the  offering ;  and  that  juftice  feized  npon  the 
facrifice,  inflead  of  the  iinner  who  offered  it,  and  for 
whom  It  was  offered."  Dr  Gnyfe's  Paraphrafe  on  Heb. 
>:i.  4.  the  note.  Vid.  'ctiam  Cloppenb.  Schol.  Sacrifice 
cap,  iii.  §  5.  Leidckk.  De  Rcpub.  Hcbraor.  Lib.  II. 
4.ap.  ii.  j  S,  ciuii  not  IF. 

into 
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into  tbe  page  of  cccjefiaftical  hiftory,  we  will 
*find^  ttat  this  notion  is  far  from  being  newly^ 
inverfted,  indeed  ;.  but  antiquity  can  never  give 
ianAion  to  error  and  falfchood.  Tlie  Saddu- 
cces,  fo  far  as  we  can  learn,  had  the  honour 
of  inventing  it  *.  It  was  a  beaft  of  great  bur- 
Acn  unto  them  j  the  llumbrmg  of  it  threatened 
the  ruin  of  their  whole  caufe.  If  a  future  ftate 
was  revealed,  then  they  were  certainly  bound 
to  believe  it ;.  but  they  concluded,  if  it  was  nor, 
then  they  were  juftified  in  rejeCtmg  it^  Whcrt 
this  fcA  expired,  they  leem  to  have  left  it,  inr 
their  latter-will,  unto  the  Gnoftics,  conftituting 
tbemjtheir  fole  heirs  •]:.  The  Gnoftics,^in  their 
^om,  legatpd  it  unto  the  Marcionites  and  Ma- 
Hichees  ^  j  •  and  thefc  unto  the  Pelagians.  The 
Pelagians  carefully  lodged  this  tenet  under  the 
warni  wings  of  his  Holiness  §  ;  and  there  it 
was  prcferved  in  Cifety  until  the  days  of  Mi-» 
chad  Servetus  and  Fauftns  SocSnus  [j .  The 
Gqrnwn  Auabaptids  agaixi^  borrowed  it  from 

•  F.  Spanhciiii,  Fi  F.  Hiftoy.  Kcclefiafl.  V.  T.  p.  4^9, 
460.     Johan.  Hen.  Hottinger.  ClavisScriptur.  p.  35,  ^6i 

t  F.  Spanheim,  F.  F.  Hillor*  Ecclef.  Chriftian.  p.  637, 
638,  and  640,  641. 

X  Idem,  p.  643,  649,  7f2.       §  Vid.B«can.  V.T.  p.  42. 

II  Servetus  re|M-cfentcd  the  Old  Teftamelit  faints  as  a 
parcel  of  SWINE  !  Vid.  Calvin.  Inftitut.  p.  154.  Edit. 
Cetoiev,  J  568.  His  iriend  Socinns  was  eqR^lly  gtofi  In 
his  fentinients ;  but  znwe  refined  in  his  language  :  For 
the  fcieuds  of  error  are  obliged  to  do  tJieir  utmofl:  to  co- 
ver it  >vith  vain  words,  Vid.  Socin.  De  Servatore. 

thefc 
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thcfe  two  irrefpeiftable  Fathers  *  :  And,  as 
Fauftus  and  his  friend  were  abundantly  liberal, 
they  iecnx  alio  to  hare  lent  itto  Van  Har- 
MiNf  and  his  followers.  Thefe,  again,  im- 
ported it  into  England,  under  the  aufpices  of 
Archbifhop  La  u  d  |.  Whllft  this  lyftem  was 
cherilhed  by  the  Laudean  faAion  at  home,  one 
ftill  more  perplexed  was  formed  by  the  Coc- 
ceians'  abroad  §.  Venema  lighted  oh  the  car- 
nal iyltem  again,  as  a  golden  mediiun  in  which 
both  ^  parties  might  fafely  meet  ||  •  .  Mr  War- 
burton  (afterwards  Bifhop  of  Gloucefter), 
feems  to-  have  reprobated  Dutch  fyftems,  and 
Gejrman  ideas ;  yet,  after  all,,  the.  ReveriCiMi 
Bifhop  fwallows  this  notion  by  the  grofs.  But, 
prior  to  the  appearance  of  his  great  work,  the 
Divine  Legation  of  Mofes'Demonftratcd,  this 
Icheme  had  been  vented,  and  defended  after  a 
way,  by  John  Glas  ^.  Thc(e  two  eminent 
leaders  had  two  as  eminent  followers  to  de- 
fend their  caufe ;  the  one  a  South  Briton,  and 

•  Bullcngcr  adverfus  Anabap.  Lib.  11.  cap.viii.  Clop- 
pcnburg  Gangren.  Difp.  xix. 

t  Jac.  Armin.  Difp.  li.  Pe  Ecclef.  V.  T. 

X  Smith's  Sclcifl  Difcoiu-fcs.  o 

§  J.  Cocceius  fancied,  that  the  moral  law  "was  a  pure 
Covenant  pf  Grace  :  But,  after  the  making  of  the  golden 
calf,  the  Old  Teftamcnt  Chxuxh  was  fliut  up  under  the 
curfe  of  the  Covenant  of  Works,;  and  got  the  ceremonial 
law  impofed  on  them  out  of  vengeance.I 

II  Diflcrtat.  Herman  Vlcnem,  Edit.  Haarlem,  ij^t. 

^  Sec  his  Narrative. 

^      the 
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,  the  other  a  Scotfman  *.  Numerous  aiul  ftre- 
nitous  as  the  defenders  of  the  carnal  (yAein 
have  been  ;  yet  no  one  feems  ever  to  have  eni- 
braced  it  for  its-  own  fake.  The  Sadducees 
defended  it  to  keep  themfelves  eafy  from  the. 
thoughts  of  futui'ityv  The  Gnollics,  to  defend 
the  do(33rine  of  a  two-fold  principle  ;  tjae  one 
good,  and  the  other  evil.  The  Pelagians,  botli 
ancient  and  modern,  to  maintain  falvation  with- 
out any  Ipiritual  promife  as  the  means  of  it. 
The  Anabaptifts  to  get  quit  of  the  argument 
taken  from  circumcifion,  and  the  promifes  feal- 
ed  by  it,  in  favour  of  infant  baptifm.  The 
Glafites,  to  ftrike  off  the  Old  Teftament  from 
being  a  part  of  the  Chriftian  rule.  Bifliop 
Warburton,  that  he  might  ftrike  out  a  new 
path  on  the  argument  againft  the  deifts.  Dr 
Doddridge,  becaufe  he  did  not  choole  to  think 
out  of  the  falhion. But  great  as  the  advo- 
cates for  the  carnal  lyftem  have  been,  thofe 
for  the  ^iritual  one  have  been  ftill  greater. 
The  authority  of  our  JLbrd  J€fus  Chiift,  the 
faithful  and  ti*ue  witnefs,  is  infinitely  more  than 
fufficient  to  preponderate  againft  the  opinion 
of  millions  :  He  has  given  his  fuffrage  decilive- 
ly  in  favour  of  the  fyftem  above  exhibited  ; 
and  with  it  agrees  the*  experience  of  God's  chil- 
dxdn  in  every  age.     They  find  the   promiies 

*  Dr  Doddridge  on  Hcb.  viii.  Dr  Erfkine's  Diflbrta- 
tions^  Diflert.  I.  §  i.  The  latter  fays,  *'  It  is  cafy  to 
fee,  that  the  Ucffings  of  the  Sinai  Cov^ant  arc  merely 
temporal  and  punvard." 

*         ^q  we 
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we  have  explained  to  be  indeed  the  wells  of 
falvation- 

2.  Tnrs-fubjeA  difcovers  the  veracity  and 
faithfulnefs  of  God,  in  the  accompBfhment  of 
his  J>romife.  The  farne,  yea  the  self  same 
day  which  God  had  fijced  for  bringing  forth 
the  feed  of  Jacob,  was  the  day  of  thtir  delive- 
rance. God  has  a  fct  tkne  in  which  he  will 
fuffer  finners  to  fill  up  the  mcafiire  of  the  ctip 
of  their  iniquity ;  and  a  fet  time  for  the  deli- 
verance of  his  Church:  And,  till  that  time 
come,  hh  people  muft  fill  up  the  meafurc  of 
their  atHiiflion.  Now,  the  deliverance  of  God's 
children  from  the  furnace  of  aflBKAion,  fit* 
quently  coincides  with  the  cafting  of  his  ene- 
mies into  the  furnace  of  his  vengeance.  Said 
God  to  Abraham,  Thy  feed  fhall  be  ftrangcrs 
in  a  land  that  is  not  theirs,  aiwl  ftiall  ferve  thcniy 
and  they  (liall  affliA  them  fom*  himdred  yearsj 
and  alio  that  nation  whom  they  fliaH  fervCy 
will  1  judge  r  jror  the  uiiqnity  of  the  Amoritcs 
is  not  yet  full.  How  punAual  is  the  accom* 
plifhment  of  the  promife  !  How  cxatft  the  har» 
mony  between  the  predi^ion  and  the  event  I 

3.  Gan  accompliflicth  his  promife,  when  hii 
people  are  reduced  unto  the  loweft  extremity  J 
and  his  enemies  raifed  to  the  higheft  pitch  of 
profperity.  Egypt  was  raited  to  affluence  and 
grandeur,  Ifrael  opprefled  to  the  loweil  de- 
gree, when  God  looked  down  on  their  afliic- 

tion* 
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tion.  It  is  wifely  doyie^  tjjat  his  pcc^le  may 
i|ot  have  it  to  fay,  mine  own  ann  hatli  bro\]ght 
ialvation:  That  his  enemies  ip^y  know,  that» - 
even  in  thofe  thiiigs  in  which  they  deal,  proud- 
ly,, hp  is  above  them-  When  God  begins  his 
work:,  witH  his  people  at  their  loweft  ebb^  and 
his  enemies  in  their  fuUeft  ftrength ;  the  mor^ 
.of  God,  and  the  lefs  of  man,  is  to  be  fcen  in 
the  diipenfation*  Ifrael  muft  be  redeemed 
from  the  hand  of  the  Egyptians,  and  fr<)m 
thejr  gods,  not  when  Jofeph  governe4  the  king- 
dom ;  but  when  the  male-children  are  doomed 
to  the  river  by  their  affeAionate  parents.  To 
this  event  may  be  applied,  the  word  of  C5od 
ipoken  hy  the  prophet :  '*  I  h^)Ve  a  Ipng  time 
held  my  peace,  I  have  been  ftiU  and  refrained 
n^jrfelf :  now  will  I  cry  Uke  a  travelling  wo- 
m^n:  I  will  deftroy  and  devonr  at  once.  I 
will  rpake  wafte  mountains  and  hills,  and  dry 
up  all  their  herbs :  and  I  will  make  the  rivers 
inlands,  and  X  wiJU.  dry  up  the  pools  of  water. 
And  I  will  bring  the  Wind  by  a  way  that  they 
knew  not ;  and  I  will  lead  them  in  paths  tliat 
they  .have  not  known:  I  will  make  darkneft 
light  before  them,  and  U"ooked  things  ftraight. 
Thefe  things  will  J  do  unto  them,  and  not  for- 
fake  them/' 

4.  Wh  Elf  the  ciixumftanccs  of  God's  people 
are  Inch  as  hinder  them  fronn  the  diicharge 
of  thofc  duties  which  they  owe  to  God,  the 
prefcnt  and  fucceeding  generations,  then  they  " 

Q,q  2  may 
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may  warrantably  ufe  every  lawful  mean  ta  ac- 
complilh  a  change  •  God  prononriced  the  way 
clear  for  Ifrael  to  leave  Egypt,  as  their  (itua- 
tion  incapacitated  them  for  their  duty.  Not  a 
few,  at  this  day,  are  under  hardfliips  of  the 
very  fame  kind  :  If  the  fervants  of  many  feck 
a  reafonable  time  to  ferve  the  Lord,  efpecially 
in  folenrn  duties,  they  Hand  fair  in  the  way  to 
get  (iich  an  anfwer  as  Pharoah  gave  unto  Ifrael: 
^'  Ye  are  idle,  ye  ark  idle,  therefore 
ye  fay.  Let  us  go  and  ferve  the  Lord  :  Get 
ye  to  your  burdens  ;  Wherefore  do  ye  let  the 
work  ?"  The. lower  clafe,  in  many  comers  of 
the  natfoif!,  are  not  commanded  to  kill  the  bo- 
dies of  their  children,  indeed ;  but,  what  is 
%vorfe,  they  arc  neceffitated  to  kill  their  fouls ; 
as  tliey  have  it  not  in  their  power  to  fulfil  thofe 
vows  under  which  they  came  for  them  at  their 
ba'ptlfm.  '  As  ever  paribus  value :  the  fouls  of 
their  children,  let  them  avoid  thofe  places 
Vvhich  incapacitate  them  from  training  up  their 
children^  In  the  way  that  tliey  fhould  go,  either 
by  dirtance  from  the  means  of  inftrui^lion,  or 
fuch  hard  (ervice  as  affords^ neither  time  nor 
means  to  bjfeftow  it.  If  perfons  be  fo  hurried 
for- want- of  time  ;  or  fo  far  diftant  as  they  can- 
not, attend  on  public  ordinances,  then  they 
ought  to  take  tiie  firft  lawful  opportunity  for 
changing  tlicu-  fituation, — trufting  that  God 
will  provide  for  theni  in  the  way  of  duty  ;  or, 
if  cxpoicd  unto  a^y  lofs,  he  will*  cither  make  it 

up 
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up  fome  other  way,  in  the  courfe  of  his  provi- 
dence, or  fanctify  it  unto  thcni  * . 

5.  Th  e  law  unto  which  covenanters  (hould 
engage  is,  the  Law  as  magnified  by  the  blood 
of  Chrift.  The  law  which  Ifrael  promifcd  o- 
bedience  to  is,  the  Law  fprinkled  with  the 
blood  of  facrifices,  —  teaching  all  Ifi^aelites 
indeed,  to  vow  obedience  luito  the  Moral. 
Law  in  the  hand  of  Chrift  the  Mediator. 
They  are  not  without  law  to  God ;  but  under 
the  Law  to  Chrift.  Faith's  contemplation  of 
the,  blood  of  fprinkling  applied  to  the  Law,  is 
a  grand  encouragement  to  keep  all  God^s  coni- 
nnandments. 

6.  Covenanters  ought  to  be  carefully  in- 
ftruAed  as  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  cove* 
n ant-duties,  previous  unto  their  entering^ into 
foederal  engagements.  How  often  is  the  mat- 
ter of  this  covenant  declared  unto  Ifracl!  God 


♦  See-alfo    DiflTertation  II,  Parti.  On  Abraham's  re- 
moval from  Chaldea. Servants  oughtf  to  make  it  an 

article  in  their  conditions  to  have  a  reafouable  |ime  al- 
lowed for  failing  and  the  celebration  of  tlje  Lord's  Sup* 
per :  And  then  the  laws  of  the  country,  for  ivhich  we 
ought  to  be  tha'nkfid  unto  the  King  of  Nations,  will 
make  good  that  article,  even  although  perfons  profeffing 
godlinels  Ihould  l?vve  unreafonable  and  wicked  men.  It 
is  much  more  eligible,  however,  to  drive  to  gain  the 
good  will  of  maflers  by  faithful  fervice  at  other  times  ; 
who,  if  reafonable,  will  not  grudge  a  Ihort  time  for  the 
fervice  of  the  Lord  ;  and  to  make  choice  of  fuch  inaders 
as&cw  a  proper  deferi'uce  to  di'viue  things. 

hirafclf 
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lumfelf  (pake  it ;  Mofcs  fpake  it  once  and  a- 
gain :  He  wrote  it,  and  read  it  in  thfi  cats  of 
-all  the  people.  Many,  at  this  time,  would  be 
ready  to  reckcm  thefe  things  needlefi  repetitions; 
but  God,  whofe  judgment  is  always  acccurding 
to  truth,  determined  them  to  be  needfi^  pre- 
cautious, that  his  people  might  covenant  with 
knowledge  and  underilanding« 

7.  When  covenanters  renew  their  engage^ 
ments  to  the  Moft  High,  they  ought  to  engrofs 
into  theit  bond  every  part  of  reformtaticm  for- 
merly attained.  When  lirael  covenanted  with 
God  at  Sinai,  they  embraced  all  thoTe  inftitu- 
tions  which  were  given  unto  the  Church  prior 
unto  that  tranfadlion:  For  example,  Circum- 
ciiion,  which  was  given  to  their  fathers,  as  well 
as  the  paflbver  to  them/elves,  but  a  few  months 
before.  Both  the  promifes  and  precepts  which 
belonged  to  former  covenants  were  engroflcd 
in  this  one  :  Only  this  was  the  moft  perfe*5l  e- 
dition  of  them.  The  ordinances,  which  lay 
fcattercd  iu  the  memories  of  men,  were  all  re- 
duced to  one  entire  and  Amtten  (yftcm.  And 
the  rules,  elpecially  refpeding  ceremonial  infti- 
tutions,  which  had  been  formerly  indefinitely 
cxprefled,  were,  at  this  time,  particularly  de- 
lineated, and  fully  afcertained. 
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PART        II. 
Ex^D.   xxxiv.   5  27. 

THE  fame  method  (utts  this  Part  which  wa» 
ufed  in  the  former.     I  (hall, 

FIRST,  Confider  the  Pa  R  T  i  £  s  Ck>vettantingr 

I.  The  fii*ft  party  proclaimed  himfelf  to  be 
^.Ihc  Ltcnxl,  the  Lord  God  merciful*,"  Sec  - 
fth  <^*  the  Lord,  the  Lord,^  or  JEHOVAH, 
JEttOVAHf!  When  tlie  Moft  High  is  fpokcn 
of  in^  Scripture,  frequently  the  eiqireflion  is,  the 
Lord,  Jehovah  ;  but  it  is  otherways  here.  The 
Jbwi  have  fuch  a  fuperftitious  veneration 
for  this  name,  that  they  do  not  pronounce  it 
at  all ;  but,  in  this  place,  God  bimielf  pronoun* 
ccth  it  once  and  again :  And  who  can  charge 
him  with  uiing  it  in  vain  I  The  repetition  of 
this  auguft  name  renders  the  language  raptur 
terns  and  extatic ;  as  if  he  had  faid,  ^  I  am 
f  Jehovah,  even  Jehovah,"  the  Exiftent,  the 
Exiftent !  for  fo  the  name  is  explained  by  God 
himfelf,  **  I  am  that  I  am  J:"  I,  even  I,  have 

being 

•  Exod.  xxxiY.  6.         f  Adonai  Jehovah. 
i  Exod.  iii.  14.     Some  have  obferved,  that  there  are 
three  ^ames  of  God  taken  from  his  nature,  ttBT,  inntf. 
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being  in  and  of  myfelf;  I,  even  I,  give  being 
to  all  niy  purpofes,  promifes,  and  threatenings. 
Says  an  elegant  writer,  *  *'  John  well  explains 
this  name,  by  the  who  is,  who  was,  and 
WHO  IS  TO  come;  or,  as  the  paflage  might 
be  rendered,  the  Prefent,  the  Part,  and  the 
Future  Being;  or,  once  more,  the  Being  that 
IS,  the  Being  that  wa,s,  the  Being  that 
WILL  be:  That  is,  the  Perpetual,  the  Eternal^ 
and  Unchangeable  Being  * ."  1  fhall  only  fur- 
ther obferve,  Th^t  there  was  beauty  and  fit- 
nefs  of  the  revelation  of  this  peculi^^-ly  glori- 
ous name  at  this  time  ;  when  Ifrael  had  chan- 
ged the  glory  of  the  incorruptible  God  into 
the  likenefs  of  an  ox.  This  was  a  moft  expli- 
cit teftimony  againft  their  moft  fhameful  idola- 
try.— '. — He  proclaimed  himfelf  to  be  GOD  ; 
even  the  Almighty  God,  as  the  name  imports*)*. 

God 


♦T ;  and  all  thefc  are  much  of  the  fame  import.  So  far 
as  I  have  hecn  aBle  to  obferve  TV  is  ufed  only  in  fcrip- 
ture  fongs  :  And  from,  hence  I  am  ready  to  conclnd^^  it 
is  the  poetic  dialeifl  for  Jehovali.  As  to  the  otJier,  it  is  to  be 
found  only  in  the  text  jiift  now  quoted.  It  appears  evi- 
dently to  be  a  divine  name;  and  to  it  our  Lord  refers, 
John  viii.  58.  "  Before  Abraham  was  I  am:"  It  cannot 
imply  lefs  than  eternal,  independent,  and  immutable 
exiilence.  The  learned  reader  will  find,  three  Diflerta* 
tions  on  the  name  Jeuovah,  in  Leufden*s  Philoloj;us 
Hebraeus,  Diflcrt.  xxvii.  et  fequentibus  :  In  them  is  to 
be  found  tlie  fnbflance  of  all  the  obfervations  made  on 
that  fubje«5i;,  whether  grammatical  or  theological. 

♦  Davies's  Scr,  Vol.  II.  p.  229.     London,  edit.  3. 

f  £xod.  xxxiv.  6.     The  original  word  is  Vk.     Onr 
tranilators  render  it  God  j   as  alfo  TVhH  and  D"*n^. 

Some 
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God  abte  to  uphold,  jn-cferve,  arid  govern  his 
creatures  ;  as  he  is  the  luakcr  of  them  all : 
The  omnipotent  God,  who  reigneth  for  «ver  ; 
The    living   God,  in  oppolition  to  dead  idols. 

He  proclaims  himfelf  to  be  "  the  Lord, 

the  Lord  God  merciful*/'  The  word  im- 
ports, (uch  compaffion,  and  infinitely  greater, 
as  a  woman  hath  for  the  fon  of  |icr  womb  ; , 
for  God  deigns  to  (peak  after  the  manner  of 
men  concerning  his  commiferation,  of  iinners  : 
He   declares,  that  hU  heart  is  turned  withii^ 

Some  reckon  all  thefe  names  of  both  the  fame  meaning 
and  derivation  :  Others  apprehend  they  are  different; 
the  former  being  derived  from,  ^H  robur.  Strength; 
aud  the  latter  from  Tlbn  coluit,  to  Worship.  But, 
at  any  rate,  the  term  ufed  in  our  text  mufl  denote  omni- 
potence ;  for,  whatever  be  the  root  of  m^K  and  tD^nll*, 
V*K,  is  confefledly  the  root  of  bH ;  and  bH  is  fometimes 
ufed  as  a  divine  name  ;  fometimes  it  is  taken  adjciftively, 
denoting  strength:  And  God  is  indeed  strong  in 
mercy,  grace,  &c. 

♦  £xod.  ?ncxiv.  6.  CDim.  This  term  is  never  applied 
to  creatures  ;  nor  is  it  exprelfive  of  their  pity  towards 
each  other,  fo  far  as  I  have  obferved  :  A  diflinguifhing 
name  is  ufed  by  God  himfelf,  to  exhibit  his  diftinguiih- 
ing, mercy.  Though  it  is  not  applied  unto  creature- 
mercy,  yet  it  is  a  metaphorical  exprellion,  and  the  co- 
louring borrowed  from  creatures :  CDni  is  tlie  root  of 
it;  and  it  is  explained  byCoNRADUS  Kirch er,  "  Intra 
vifcera  interclulit,  fummo  et  ifttimo  amoris  aifein:n  tac- 
ttis  erga  aliqiicm  quern  Deus  hominum  vifceribus  indidit. 
Intimo  x^ommiferationis  alfe<fbi  aliquem  ample xus  eft,' 
quid  iciz.  vulva  feu  ^matrix  folet  concipere,  comj^leifli, 
ibvere  alere,  tueri,  et  confervare  fcctuln."  Tlie  allufion 
is  unto  a  mother,  glowing  with  the  warm  eft  affection  to- 
ward the  fon  of  her  womb. 

*         Rr  him; 
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him,  and  his  repentings  are  kindled  together  r 
And  he  has  taught  his  pe^ople  to  cry,  '^  Where 

^     is   the    foundmg   of   thy  bowels,   and   of  thy 
mercies,    arc    they    reftrained  ?'' He    pro- 

.  claimed  himlclf  to  be  ''  the  Lord  God — gra- 
cious *:"  That  is,  he  beftows  his  favour  upon 
tlie  undeferving.  Mercy  has  the  miferable  for 
the  objeA  of  it ;  and  grace  the  undeferving 
for  its  objeft.  God  is  gracious  not  only  in  be-- 
ftowhig  favours  without  regard  unto  paft  merit; 
but  alfo  without  any  regard  to  fiiturt  reward. 
And  he  hath  manifefted  this  perfe<5lion  in  the 
work  of  redemption  :  *''  By  grace  are  ye  faved^ 

^^^rough  faith/' He  announceth  himfclf  to 

be  ''  the  Lord  God — long-suffering  -)"." 
In  this  particular,  the  language  is  evidently 
metaphorical  ;  God  reprefents  himfelf  as  of 
long,  or  BROAD  NOSTRILS,  though  he  be  a 
pure  fpirit.  This  is  the  literal  translation  of 
tliat  which  our  tranflators  'render  long-suf- 
fering. The  divhie  wrath  is  ftyled  his 
>;os  T  Ri  Ls  in  fcripture  :  "  If  God  will  not  with- 
draw his  anger;"  Heb.  his  nostrils  :{;.     He 

can 

t  Exod.  xxxiv.  6.  )1Dn.  This  term  is  alfo  afcribed 
unifomily  to  God,  wherever  it  occurs  in  the  inlpired 
writings:  Nor  does  it  ever  exprefs  the  favour  of  one 
creature  unto  another, 

f  £xod.  xxxiv.  6.  ut  fupra.     The  original  phrafc  is, 

S^JDH    yM^,  LONGUS   NARIBUS. 

t  Job  ix.  13.  compared  with  Pfal.  Ixxir.  r.  "Why 
doth  thine  anger  fragke  :"  Heb,  nostrils  smoke.  The 

-    -  '-allufiott 
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can  fiiffer  much  even  at  die  hand  of  veflcls  of 
wrath,  as  well  as  at  the  hand  of  veflels  of 
mercy.  Accordingly,  he  cxerciled  much  long- 
differing  toward  that  generation  with  wlikh 

he  covenanted. He   announced,  hinifclf  to 

be  *'  the  Lord  God — abundant  in  good- 
ness *."  God  had  promifed  to  Mofes  to  make 
all -his  GOODNESS  to  pafs  before  him  ;  and  the 
whole-of  this  declaration  is  jhe  anfwer  of  Mo-i 
fcs's  prayer,,  and  the  accomplidiment  of  that 
proniifc.  Hence,  each  of  his  perfe<9:ions  is  his 
goodnefs  variegated,  according  to  the  objevS: 

allnfion  appears  to  be  this:  In  anger^  perfons  breathe 
out  thick  funics,  from  the  fervour  of  blood  and  aniip^l 
fpirits  about  the  heart.  Where  the  paflages  are  ftrait, 
the  fumes  cannot  have  a  fpeedy  vent ;  and,  therefore, 
excite  greater  emotion  within :  Where  the  noilrils  are 
long  and  wide,  the  fumes  of  rage  evaporate,  the  cooling 
air  refrigerates  the  boiling  heart.  The  metaphor  mult 
not  be  ftretchcd  fo  far  as  to  infer,  that  God  has  any 
need  of  external  aid  to  allay  the  heat  of  his  anger;  but 
the  meaning  muft  be,  That  he  ever  poiicfieth  fuch  tran- 
quility of  mind,  and  infinitely  more,  as  men  do  pollcfs 
who  have  fneh  ailiftanee. 

♦  Exod.xxxiv.  6.  TDn'in.  This  phrafe  is  remarkably 
ftrong  ;  it  heaps  one  fuperlative  above  another  :  TDn 
£gni&es  either  that  which  is  exceeding  good,  or  exceed- 
ing bad  ;  SjjMMUM  GRADUM  REi,  as  Stocluus  obferves. 
And  Dl  denotes  great,  abundant,  yea  greatcft :  For  the 
Hebrews  nfc  the  pofitive  for  the  comparative,  or  even 
for  the  .  fuperlative.  The  vigor  of  the  phrafe,  then, 
fejems  rather  fuperior  to  our  idioms  of  language ;  for 
they  refnfc  to  heap  one  fuperlative  above  another.  The 
l^t  tranflation,  perhaps,  of  which  our  language  can  ad- 
mit^ is,   EXCEEDING    ABUNDANT    IN    BOUNTY. 

R  r   2  of 
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of  it.  Son>e  divines,  however,  confidcr  the 
glorious  atti'ibute  meant,  to  be  his  bounty, 
nianifcftcd  in  bellowing,  his  Son,  to  free  us 
from  hell ;  his  Spirit,  to  fit  us  for  heaven ; 
his  angels,  to  guard  us  on  earth ;  ample  pro- 
vilion  by  the  way  ;  and  full  fatisfaAion  at  the 
journey's  end.  What  more  can  be  dcfired  ? 
Sucli  was  the  bounty  exprelfed  to  Ifrael ;  and 
reprcfented,  in  a  familial'  maimer,  by  all  that 

he  did  unto  them  in  the  wildernefs*. He 

revealed  himfelf  as  ''  the  Lord  God — abun-  ' 
o  A  N  T  I N  T  R  u  T  n  -|^ ."  Some  apprehend,  that 
this  term  is  not  expreflfive  of  another  attribute, 
hut  contains  an  afl'ertion  of  the  truth  and  ve- 
rity of  his  bounty.  But  I  am  rather  inclined 
to  underftand  it  of  another  attribute,  even  the 
veracity  of  the  Deity :  And  the  facred  punc- 
tuation conned^  abundant  with  truth  and 
Aeracity,  as  well  as  with  bounty.  God  is 
great  and  glorious  in  the  accomplifhment  of 
his  proiYiifcs,  as  well  as  the  execution  of  his 
threatenings :  And,  as  he  had  glorified  that 
perfe^fHon,  in  a  very  remarkable  manner,  in 
the  accompliflmient  of  thefe  promifes  made  to 
Abraham ;   fo    it  was   fit   to   put  Ifrael  in  re- 

*  Dr  Arrow finifii's  Armilla  catechetica,  p.  iSx — 191. 

+  The  infjnred  onginml  (Exod.  xxxiv.  6;),  Goodness 
and  Truth  arc  cohjoined  tpgetlier  by  the  pun(flnation : 
Isot  as  if  GfMl  meant  to  teach  us  that  he  is  trulj  good 
(though  this  is  a  trutli  in  itfelf),  but  tliat  he  is  as  true 
as  good  ;  none  ought  fo  to-  prefume  on  his  goodnefs,  as 
to  eNpecl  an  interell  in  it  at  the  expencc  of  his  Truth. 

membrancc 
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inembrance  of  it.  And  he  had  been  equally 
true  to  his  threateningy  by  puniflhhig  idolatry 
in  the  matter  of  the  golden  calf. This  glo- 
rious  party  is    "   the    Lord   God — keeping 

MERCY     FOR    THOUSANDS  * .''       The   objcfts  of 

this  mercy  are  thousands,  even  the  many 
thoufands  of  Ilrael  ;  or  thoufands  of  genera- 
tions, in  fhcceflion  ;  for  he  commands  his  word 
to  a  thoufand  generations.  The  nature  of  this 
mercy  has  been  conlidered  above,  under  the 
notion  of  goodness.  The  emphalis  of  the 
teftimony  lies  on  the  word  keeping:  As  he  is 
firperabundant  in  mercy,  fo  he  reserves  it 
unto  thoufands.  t  The  term  keeping  fcems 
to  import,  that,  notwithftandhig  all  his  graci- 
ous cofnmunications,  which  have  beep  difpen- 
fed  heretofore,  he  has  ftill  enough,  and  to  (pare, 
in  reserve.  He  has  referved  abundance  for 
the  many  thoxifands  of  the  prefent  generation, 

♦  .Exo.d.  xxxiv.  7.  Some  critical  writers  have  cbfer- 
ved,  that  Nun,  in  the  beginning  of  niJ3,  is  one  of  the 
large  letters.  And  Buxtorf  makes  the  following  remark 
upon  it,  **  5  in  voce  "1253  ubi  legittir,  in  Exod.  xxxiv.  7. 
(efl  litera  majnfcula,  viz.)  servants  CLE^fENTIAM  mil- 
HDUS.  Ad  confiderandum  magnitudinem  gratia;  Dei, 
qiiat  fe  in  millena  millia,  i,  e  in  infinitum  extendit  erga 
cos,  qui  foedus  ipfius  confcrvant.**  Tiberias,  cap.  xiv. 
A  late  writer  alfo  remarks,  ^*  The  Hebrews  pbferve,  - 
that  the  firft  letter  of  the  word  tranflated  keeping  b 
much  larger  than  ufiial,  whidi  fhews,  that' a  particular 
emphafis  is  to  be  laid  upon  it ;  as  if  hefliould  lay,  1  most 
strictly,  and  richly,  keep  mercy  for  t  h  o  u  s  a  n  its  ! 
The  treasure  is  immense,  and  can  n'^evfr  be  ex- 
IJAUSTEP.*'      Mr  Cibboiu. 

—for 
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— ^for  the  generations  yet  to  come.  Or  the 
term  implies,  the  defending  of  his  treafiire  of 
mercy  from  being  robbed,  or  plundered,  by 
the  devourer, — ^his  keeping  it  as  in  a  garrifon  : 
For  the  foe  cannot  exad:  upon  the  keeper  of  it, 

nor  the  fon  of  wickednefs  affliA  him. He 

proclaims  himfelf  to  be  "the  LordGod^ — for- 
giving     INiaUITY,     TRANSGRESSION,    AND 

SIN*/'  A  variety  of  expreffions  are  ufed  to 
point  out  the  objeiSls  of  this  divine  ad.  Ini- 
Q,uiTY  importing  cTookednefs,  or  decleniiou 
from  the  ftraight rule  ; — Transgression  de- 
noting rebellion  againft  the  rightful  authority 
of  God,  the  moral  governor  of  the  world  ; — 
Sins  importing  either  a  wandering  out  of  the 
right  way,  or  a  miffing  of  the  fcope  at  which 

.  •  Exod.  xxxiv.  7I  This  term  (J»^tt^D)  admits  of  great 
vaiiety  of  interpretarion.  The  Septuagint  have  ren- 
dered it  bj  no  fewer  than  eighty  different  words  ;  and  the 
fcnfe  is  diverfified  according  to  the  different  objects  unto 
vhich  it  U  applied.  When  applied  to  material  things, 
it  is  nfiially  cxprclfive  of  carrying,  or  carrying  up;  fiich 
as  thlr-carrylng  of  ]olcph*s  bones  from  Egvpt  to  Canaan, 
Gen.  xl\ii.  30.  This  appeals  to  be  the  literal  fignifica- 
tjon  of  it.  Otiier  fcnfes  fcem  metaphorical.  When  ap- 
plied to  (Ucritice,  it  denotes  the  carrying  of  iin,  inliead 
of  the  fiiiner,  Exod.  xxAiii.  3S.  Levit.  x.  17-  &c.  It  is 
alfo  iiled  to  cxprtis  the  eHicacy  of  the  true  facriiice^  If 
liii.  4,  and  12,  But,  when  applied  to  guilty  men,  it  de- 
notes the  cARkyi>;G  a>vay  of  iln  from  them,  in  full  and 
irreverfiblc  reuiiilion,  Micah  vii.  18.  When  it  is  meant 
of  their  act,  it  has  various  other  figniticat ions;  fuch  as 
in  prayer,  IMLl.  xxv.  i.  it  denotes  faith  and  reverence: 
Sometimes  fweaiing^,  as  ui  If  iii.  ?•  "  l^ut  1  need  not  in- 
filh  •  •        ^ 


one 
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one  aims.  Sin  is,  indeed,  a  (hooting  bcfide  the 
mark.  The(e  terms  include  every  fpecies  of 
tranfgreffion. — The  guilt  of  fin  is  as  a  heavy 
burden  upon  the  confcience ;  and  it  is  compe-> 
tent  unto  God  only  to  lift  it  up.  Accordingly, 
the  word  rendered  forgiving  literally  fignifies 
LIFTING  UP.  As  God  laid  the  burden  of 
guilt  upon  Chrift ;  fo  he  is  daily  lifting  it.  off 
his  people,  as  the  moment  fixed  for  their  jufti- 
fication  gradually  arrives. ^^He  is  ^'  the  Lord 

God THAT   WILL  B  Y  NO  MEANS  CLEAR  THE 

GUILTY  *.^'      This  claufe  has  been  varioufly 

rendered. 


♦  Exod.  xxxiv.  7.  It  will  readily  be  acknowledged, 
that  this  is  the  moft  difficult  claufe  in  the  whole  chapter- 
The  tranilations  are  alnioft  as  numerous  as  the  tranflators. 
Munfter  renders  np31  hV  npDI,  Innocentem  non  con- 
DEMMAMS;  the  Vulgate,  NuLLUS  apud  te  per,  se  inno- 
CENS  ES  T ;  the  Septuagint,  km  y  xtc^x^tu  t^v  «>i>j«» ;  Pagnin, 
Innocentem  juoicando  non  innocentem  judicabit; 
Arias  Montanns  correvfis  it  thus,  Purificando  non  pu- 
KlFiCABiT;    jimius  and  Tremellius,  Qui   ullo  facto 

NON    ABSOLVIT    SONTEM ;    Pifcator,    Qyi    ULLO    PACTO 

NON  habet  pro  innocente  SONTEM,  or  infontem  ha- 
bendo  non  habebit  infontem ;  the  Tigurine  tranflation^ 

At  IMPUNITA  MINIME  DIMMITTKNS;  Calvin,  iNNO' 
CENTEM  NON  FACIENS,  or^  inundando  non  mnndabit ; 
Ainfworth,  And  that  WILL  NOT  clearing  clear  (the 
guilty);  the  Dutch  tranflation,  by  Theodore  Haak,  WHO 
IN     NO     WISE    DOTH     HOLD     (the    guilty)    GUILTLESS  ; 

Steuchas,  Er  in^cens  non  erit  sinepiaculo;  Coc- 
ceius,  Et  non  exercens  impunitatem.  Amidlt  fuck 
variety,  1  would  humbly  propofc  the  following  tranfla- 
tion,  as  the  moft  literal,  ^'  And  will  not  furely  apprpve 
of  (fin).*'  The  fentence  is  evidently  elliptic,  and  muft 
be  fvpplied  out  of  that  immediately  pi:eceding.  Iniqui- 
ty, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


5^0       DISSERTATION     V.      Part  2- 

rendered.  I  (hall  reprefent  fome  of  thefe  gi- 
ven fenfes  in  the  words  of  one  of  our  Weft- 
minfter  divines,  "  The  moft  read  as  we  do. 
That  will  by  no  means  clear  ti(e 
GUILTY,  &c.  But  amongft  thefe  who  agree 
in  tranflation,  there  is  fome  difference  about 
the  meaning  of  the  words.  The  major  part 
apply  theni  wholly  to  the  juftice  of  God,  in 
taking  vengeance  on  obflinate  finners.  Some 
few,  rcfpev9:ing  the  fcope  of  the  whole  context, 
wHch  is  to  fet  forth  the  goodnefs  of  God, 
confidcr  this  alfo  as  relating  to  that."  This, 
his  juftice  upon  the  wicked,  is  a  part  of  his 
goodnefs  towards  his  people  ;  as  it  is  faid, 
The  juft  fhall  rejoice  when  he  fees  the  ven- 
geance. He  (liall  wafh  his  feet  in  the  blood  of 
the  wicked.  A  glofs  that  may  receive  confir- 
mation from  certain  paflages  in  the  hun4red 
and  thirty-fixth  Pfalm;  Where  the  deftruAion 
of  oppofitc  princes  is  recorded,  as  an  evidence 
of  God's  mercy  to  his  Church,  &c. — But  the 
learned  critic,.  Ludo  vie  us  de  Dien,  conlideiing, 

ty,  Trahfgreflion,  and  Siii  muft  be  the  objetfls  of  this 
judicial  a^it.  And  the  verb,  in  the  form  of  Pihel,  de- 
notes always  judicial  approbation.  This  j$  evident  from 
the  unlvcrfal  ufage  of  fcripture^  Exod.  xx.  7.  Numb, 
xiv.  18.  Dcut.  v.  ir.  i  Kings  ii.  9.  Job.  ix.  28.  jer. 
XXX.  IT.  chap.  xlvi.  28.  Joel  iii.  21.  Nah.  i.  3.  Sec,  The 
verb  is  repeated  to  denote  the  certainty  of  the  event : 
That  is,  the  certainty  of  the  condemnation  of  (In.  Notv, 
when  God  fays,  in  approving,  he  will  not  approve  of  fin, 
more  is  implied  tlian  cxprelied  :  'It  is,  as  if  he  had  faid, 
Ijniifl  SURELY^  and  ikysllibly,  condejnn  it. 

that 
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that  in  other  places^  particiilafly  Z€ch.  v.  3. 
the  word  Nakah  fignificth  to  make  void, 
and  TO  CUT  off,  by  altering  the  tranflation 
of  thcfe  words,  puts  them  in  a  poftnre  x>£ 
looking  direAly  at  the  goodncls  of  God,  and 
not  with  an  oblique  glance.    He- renders  them 

thus,  EVACUATING,  CUTTING  C^FF,  Or  DE- 
STROYING ; — 'he  will  npt  evacuate,  cut  off,  or 
deftroy  ;  vifiting  the  iniquities  of  the  father  up- 
on the  children  unto  the  third  and  fourth  ge- 
neratioQ:  Making  this  the  fcnfe,  "  So  great 
is  God's  goodnefs,  that  even  when  he  is  angry, 
and  punilheth,  yet  he  will  not  utterly  over- 
throw :  He  vifiteth,  indeed,  the  fins  of  the  fa- 
thers upon  the  children  ;  but  it  is  to  the  third 
or  fourth  generation  6nly,  not  forever/'  Now, 
according  to  this  interpretation  (which,  for 
ought  I  know,  may  be  well  received)  the  ex- 
prefHons  import  an  eighth  branch  of  divine 
goodnefs,  viz.  Clemency  in  correcting, 
here  fct  forth  by  a  general  declaration^  and 
by  a  particular  inftance :  Firft,  By  a  general 
declaration,  in  thefe  wordS)  Venakkeh  lo 
JENAKKEH,  deftroying  he  will  not  deftroy; 
that  is,  altogether,  *  &c.  Though  this  lall 
view  of  the  words  be  plaufible,  I  do  not  fee 
any  reafon  for  going  into  it.  It  is  undeniably 
certain,  that  the  fiibje<5t  of  which  God  fpeaks 
is  SIN,  rather  than  ungodly  men,  or  his  own 

♦  Dr  Arrowfmith's  Armilla  Catechetical    p.  323.  ct 
deinceps. 

*         S  f  people: 
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people :  And  that  which  he  declares  concern-^ 
ing  it  is,  That  he  does  not  approve  of 
IT  ; — he  muft  ncccirarily  condemn  it  ;  as  he 

is  of  PURER    EYES    THAN   TO   BEHOLD    EVILr 

Laftly,  He  is  **  the  Lord  God — visiting 

THE  INKiUITlKS  OF  THE  FATHERS  UPON 
THE      CHILDREN      UNTO     THE     THIRD     AND 

FOURTH  GENERATION*."  . Hcrc  it  iliay  bc 
proper  to  cnqirire,  What  we  are  to  underftand 
by  VISITING  J  and  how  iuch  a  viikation  ^an 
confift  with  the  rc<5loraI  juftice  of  God  ?  Divineft 
arc  not  a  Httk  divided  about  the  extent  of  this- ' 
punifhment,  whether  it  be  temporal  or  eter- 
nal. And  there  is  fonnc  difficulty  in  reconcifing 
this  character,  which  God  takes  to  himlelf,  wftb 
that  declaration  which  he  makes  concerning 
his  government  r  *^  The  fbn  fhall  not  bear  the 
iniquity  of  the  father"}".*  To  remove  whichy 
fome  alledged,  that  Ezekiel  (peaks  of  eternal 
punUhment,  and  Mofcs  of  that  which  is  mere- 
ly temporal :  But  this  fohiticm  does  not  appear 
to  be  fblid.  The  perfons  to  whom  Ezekiel  ad- 
♦drefled  hhnfelf,  taxed  the  divine  government 
with  injuftice,  m  punifhing  that  generation  for 
the  iniquities  of  former  ones :  The  prophet^ 
therefore,  gave  them  to  know,  that  they  were 
far  from  being  innocent  in  their  own  perfons* 
Ezekiel  fpeaks  of  temporal  puniihment,  then, 
as  well  as  Mofes  ;  even  the  Babylonifli  captivi-  ^ 
ty,  and  all  concomitant  plagues.   The  perfons 

♦  Ew)d,  xadv.  7.        t  E««k.  xviii.  ao. 

vifited^ 
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vifited,  I  hun^y  judge,  arc  fuch  as  are  par* 
takers  of  their  father's  fins  by  imitation,  not 
by  imputation:  And  the  vifitation  is  not 
merely  temporal,  but  aifo  eternal.  It  is  not 
to  be  wondered  at,  if  perfons,  who  ferve  them- 
selves heirs  unto  their  father^s  fins,  by  walking 
in  their  ways,  be  vifited  with  fuch  plagues  as 
thefc  iniquities  incur ;  For  example.  The  po- 
flerity  of  Cain  were  not  only  puniihed  with  the 
flood,  but  alfoby  being  cafl  out  of  the  Church, 
when  their  father  was  cafl  out  from  the 
PRESENCE  OF  THE  LoRD. — The  juflice  and 
equity  of  this  procedure  will  appear,  if  we  con- 
fidcr  that  children  have  guilt  enough  of  their 
own  to  JiroGure  all  the  vengeance  inflidied  on 
them :  And  their  guilt  is  particularly  aggrava- 
ted, as  they  did  not  take  warning  by  the  dread* 
fttl  exanftple  of  their  anceflors  j  but  flill  profe* 
cuted  their  fatal  courfes*. 

2.  The  other  party  is  Mofes,  and  all  Ifrael 
with  him  t  "  After  the  tenor  of  thefc  words  I 
have!  made  a  covenant  with  thee,  and  with 
Ifrael  'j*.*'  The  various  capacities  and  relations 
in  which  they  flood  ;  and  the  various  branches 
of  their. ch^acfter,  have  been  eonfidered  in  the 

♦  Vid.  ZAHcmUM,  Dt  Lege  Dei.  Dc  Sccundo  pfe- 
cftXtto.  p,  272,  273.  Calvinum,  Harmon.  Pcntateuck 
in  Precept.  Secund.  Durham  on  the  Second  Command- 
ment. 

f  Exod.  xxxiv.  27. 

S  f  2  former 
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former  part  of  this  DUTertalion  :  Wherefore,  I 
proceed,! 

SECONDLY,  To  confider  the  Contents 
of  this  Covenant,  which  aye, 

.  I.  A  SOLEMN  declaration,  on  the  part  of  the 
Son  of  God,  on  the  one  part, 

I.  He  declared,  ^  before  all  the  people,  I 
will  do  marvels,   fuch  as  have  not  been  done 
in  all  the  earth,  nor  in   any  nation  :   and  all 
the  people  among  which  thon  art  (hall  fee  the 
Mark  of  the  Lord :   for  it  is  a  terrible  thing 
that  1  will  do  with  thee  *."     Some  cxpofitors 
explain  this  promifc  of  all  the  miracles  done 
for  them  in   the   wildernefs,    and   in   putting 
them  into  pofleffion  of  Canaan :  But,  to  me, 
thfe  bleffing  intended  appears  to  be,  God*s  gra* 
cious  prefence,   for  •  which  Mofes  made  fuch 
earneft  interceflion  in  behalf  of  the  congrega- 
tion.     The  work  of  Jehovah  is  faid  to  be  mar- 
vellous and  TERRIBLE.     The  firft  of  thefc 
terms  is  not  always  taken  in  a  bad  fenfe  :  Some- 
times it  denotes  gracious  and  miraculous  ope- 
rations in  favour  of  his  Churchy  as  well  as  his 
vengeance    on  his  enemies  -j*.       And    the    a- 
bode  of  the  Son  of  Gpd  in  the  pillar  of  fire, 
and  in  the  pillar  of  cloud,  was  mai-vellous  in 
the  eyes  of  all  Ifrael ;  Nor  was  it  more  teiTible 

•  Exod.  xxxiv.  10.         f  Pfal.  xL  j.     cxviii.  23. 

to 
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to  the  Church  than  comforting  to  every  ge- 
nuine believer.  The  other  term  is  cxpreflive 
of  that  reverence  and  regard  which  is  due  un- 
to  the  pcrTon  and  work  of  Jehovah  :  And  the 
phrafe  might,  with  full  as  much  propriety,  be 
rendered,  "  It  is  a  venerable  thing ;"  or,  *'  He 
is  a  venerable  perfon  whom  I  am  adorning  un- 
to thee  ^." 

2.  He  renewed  the  prcaiiife  of  viAory  over 
the  nations  of  Canaan.  This  promife  was^ 
firft  made  to  Abraham,  and  had  been  often 
renewed  to  his  feed,  as  we  have  feen.  .The 
rei^ovation  of  it,  at  this  time,  was  an  amazing 
proof  of  divine  faithfulnels  and  fovereignty  to 
his  people  :  Though  they  rebelled  againft  him, 
yet  he  did  not  deliver  tliem  into  the  hands  of 
their  enemies ;  but  ftiU  gave  them  a  new  aflu- 
ranee  of  vi^Stoi-y  over  them. 

♦  The  term  l^niD  denotes  venerable  as  well  as  ter- 
riblc.  Gen.  xxviii.  17.  £xod.  xv.ii.  And  that  Miiich 
our  tranflators  render  thing  is  MTTT;  or  elfe  they  fiipply 
It :  Either  of  which  are  abfurd.  It  is  much  more  pro- 
per to  underftand  it  of  a  person  than  of  a  thing:  And 
no  other  perfon  can  be  underftood,  or  intended^  than  the 
Angel  of  the  Covenant,  who  dwelt  in  the  bufh,  and  in 
the  moft  holy  place. — That  which  is  promifed  concern- 
ing this  perfon  is,  to- PREPARE  and  ADORN  him.  myy 
'Mnterdum  ornatus  efl  magis  eft  quam  affetftionis," 
G.Robertfon,  Thefaur.  in  vocem.  Now,  the  preparation 
of  the  habitation  of  the  Shechinah  to  dwell  in  the  con- 
gregation of  Ifrael,  was  a  folemn  prelude  of  tJie  prepa- 
ration of  Chrift'^  human  natiu'e,  which  was  decorated 
by  the  Father,  that  his  divine  nature  might  tabernacle 
in  it  in  the  fulnefii  of  tiiuc. 

On 
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On  the  other   part,  He  enjoined  them, 

I*.  To  abftain  from  making  a  covenant  with 
tlie  inhabitants  of  Canaan,  thefe  nations  which 
God  had  deftined  to  utter  deftrui^on.  There 
was  a  particular  reafcm  for  this  prohibi- 
tion, even  the  divine  declaration  formerly 
given,  announcing  their  certain  and  utter 
deftruiSlion  :  And  alfo  a  reafon  of  lUiiveiTal 
and  perpetual  force,  fpecified  in  the  text^ 
**  Left  it  be  for  a  fharc  in  the  midft  of  thee ; 
and  thou  go  a  whoring  after  their  gods,  and 
do  facrifice  unto  their  gods,  and  one  call  thee, 
and  thou  eat  of  his  facrifice ;  and  thou  take 
of  their  daughters  unto  thy  fons,  and  their 
daughters  go  a  whoring  after  their  gods^  and 
make  thy  fons  go  a  whoring  after  dieir  gods*." 
How  often  have  pe'f fons  made  a  facrifice  of 
their  religious  profeffions  out  of  complaifance 
unto  their  connections !  At  firfl,  thefe  profeflbi-s 
meant  only  to  comply  for  once,  perhaps  ;  but^ 
having  once  fet  their  feet  into  the  down-hill 
path,  tliey  find  it  difficult,  if  not  impofTible,  to 
make  a  decent  retreat.  They  go  on,  from 
begun  apollacy,  to  down-right  enmity. 

2.  To  break  clown  all  moifiiments  of  idola- 
try ;  *'  But  ye  (liall  dcftroy  tlieir  altars,  break 
their  images,  and  cut  down  their  groves  •f.'' 
This  commandment  liad  been  in  the  forego- 


♦  ExoJ.  xxxlv.  12^  T5,  i6.         f  ExoJ.  xxxiv.  13. 
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ing  tranfai^on,  and  was,  for  fpecial  parpofes^ 
repeated  in  this  one  *;  namely;  That  their  co- 
venant-renovatioa  might  contain  a  teltimony, 
aimed  dire<^y  againft  their  idolatry  iii  making 
the  golden  calf,  which  had -been  done  in  inn- 
tatioa  ctf  Egyptian  idolatry.  Accordingly,  as 
often  as  Ifrael  returned  to  the  Lord,  in  aftep« 
times,  by  covenant-renovation,  they  broke  down 
the  monuments  of  idolatry. 

3.  If  they  might  not  (offer  fuch  monmtients 
of  idolatry,  as  had  been  framed  by  others,  to 
abide  in  their  land,  much  lefs  might  they 
**  make  unto  themfelves  any  molten  gods  f.^ 
Idols  were  abfolately  unlawful  ;  whether  in- 
tended as  the  obje^Sls,  or  as  the  means  of  wor- 
(hip. 

4.  God  enjoined  tbem  of  new,  to  celebrate 
their  folenm  feafts,  and  dedicate  their  firft4xnm, 
and  firft-fruits,  unto  himfelf,  Thefe  bore  alfo 
a  part  in  the  foregoing  tranfadtion ;  and  the 
commandment  was  given  out  at  this  time,  that 
thefe  feafts  might  be  oppoled  to  that  feast 
which  they  had  proclaimed  in  honour  of  the 
^Iden  calf. 

5.  God  prefcribed  abftinence  from  seeth- 
iNa  a  kid  in  his  mother's  milk.  Some  of  the 
enemies  of  religion  have  derided  this  precept, 

-      ♦  Exod.  xxiH.  24.         t  Exod,  xxxiv.  17. 
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as  trivial,  and  fome  of  its  friends  have  he(i- 
tated  as  to  the  reafon  of  it  j  but  there  is  no 
room  either  for  derifion  or  doubt.     Sucli  as 
have  duly  attended  tmto  the  matter  find,  that 
the  idolaters  of  ancient  times,  feethed  a  kid  in 
its  mother's  milk ;  and,  in  a  fuperftitious. man- 
ner, fpriiikled  their  fields,  orchards,   and  vine- 
yards therewith,  imagining,  by  thefe  means, 
to  fruvStify  them  againft  the  next  year  *.   Now, 
this  prohibition  was  properly  infertcd  in  this 
Covenant,  as  it  was  intended  to  be  a  teftimony 
againft  kll  idolatry  and  fuperftition,  then  a- 
bounding,  whatfoever. 

THIRDLY,  The  Occasions  of  this  Cove- 
nant deferve  to  be  confidefed  in  the  next 
place.  The  interval  between  this  covenant 
and  the  laft  was  not  abov^  four  months :  The 
incidents  which  filled  it  up,  however,  were  va- 
rious and  important. 

I.  Immediately  after  the  former  cove- 
nant, Mofes  had  been  called  up  to  the  mount, 
for  the  purpofe  of  receiving  inftrUiStions  as  to 
the  making  of  the  tabernacle,  and  the  office 
of  the  priefthood.  Genuine  covenanters  put 
a  blank  into  God's  hand ;  and  God  took  this 
method  to  fill  it  up.  The  fpace  of  time  be- 
tween Mofes's  being  called  up  into  the  mount| 

*  Gregory's  Obfervat.  cap,  xJx.  apud  Crit.   Sac. 
Tom.  ix. 

*    and 

N 

Digitized  by 'LjOOQIC" 


Part  2.      DISSERTATION     V*        329 

and  his  leaving  Jofhua,  was  fix  days :  On  the 
feventh  day  God  called  to  Mofcs  out  of  the 
tloud.  This  feventh  day  was  probably  the 
Sabbath ;  and  the  fiift  of  the  forty  days  on 
which  Mofes  fafted  *.  This  is  oiie  of  the  pai^ 
ticulars  in  which  Mofes  prefigured  our  Lord 
Jelus  Chrift*  One  reafon  why  bpth  obferved 
fuch  a  faft  (eems  to  have  been  a  confirma- 
tion of  the  miflion^-— evidencing  they  were  at 
once  divinely  upheld,  and  divinely  authorifed. 

2.  During  Mofcs's  abode  on  the  mount, 
the  congregation  of  Ifrael,  impatient  of  his 
abfi^nce,  dcfpairing  of  his  return,  and  fwayed 
by  the  idolatrous  taint  of  Egypt,  too  fuccefs- 
fully  folicited  Aaron  to  make  them  gods  to 
go  before  them:  Aaron,  far  from  that  firm-  . 
ncfs  which  became  his  flation,  not  only  com- 
plied with  their  requett,  but  alio  planned  the 
execution  of  it.  To  fatisfy  their  fond  dcfircs, 
and  nience  their  clamours,  he  founded  the 
GOLDEN  CALF.  Thus,  in  the  very  place  where 
they  had   expreisly  engaged    not    to  make  , 

\jNTO  THEMSELVES  ANY  LIKENESS  OF  ANY 
THING    THAT    IS    IN   THE    EARTH    BENEATH, 

did  they  change  the  glory  of  the  incorruptible 
God  into  the  liknefs  of  an  ox.  While  the  fire 
of  his  jcaloufy,  which  fenced  this  article,  flampd 
about  the  mount,  did  the  rage  of  idolatry 
flame  in  their  hearts. 

•  Ezod.  xxxiv.  t$. 

♦        T  t  3,  Their 
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3.  Their  idolatry  involved  in  it  a  notable 
breach  of  covenant  With  God^  and  provdkecl 
him  to  break  off  from  finifliing  tlrat  fyftem  of 
ordinances  which  he  was  beftowing  by  the  mi- 
nillry  of  Mofes  ;  and  to  denounce  his  molV 
dreadful  indignation  againft  them.  The  fyftem 
was  far  advanced ^  indeed,  before  it  was  bro- 
ken oiF,  Tlie  ordinances^of  the  tabernacle^ 
and  the  regulations  of  the  priefthood,  were 
already  fmilhed  ;  as  alfo  the  writing  of  the  ten 
commandments^  on  tables  of  ftone.  Thefc 
tables  were  the  worknianftiip  of  God,  both  iiv 
point  of  prepoi'ation  and  mfcription.  He  faw 
meet  to  write  the  fiiWlance  of  the  former  co- 
venant on  ftone,  to  denote  the  perpetuity  of 
the  -ten  conimandments,  as  the  rule  of  con- 
duA  and  inftru^Ttion  to  his  children.  The 
tables  were  broken,  however,  by  Mofes,  when- 
he  came  down  from  the  mount.  Some  tax 
Mofes  with  rage  and  weakncfs  in  this  ftep  of 
his  coiidHift ;  others  endeavour  to  excufe  him* 
But,  whether  he  was  culpable  or  not,  his  con* 
duel  was  certainly  emblematical  of  God's  break-* 
ing  off  from  finifMog  the  fyftem  of  ordinances 
which  he  had  begun  ;  and  it  was  alfo  a  ftanding 
teftimony  againft  their  breach  of  covenant  with 
him.  Hence,  he  denounced  moft  terrible  judg-* 
ments  againft  them:  "  I  have  feen  this  people, 
and  behold  (faid  he)  it  is  a  fliff-necked  peojrfe  I 
Now,  therefore,  let  me  alone,  that  my  wrath 
may  wax  hot  againft  them,  and  that  I  may 

confumo 
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confume  them.**  How  enormous  their  g;uilt  I 
How  weighty  their  puniflimcnt ! 

4.  As   Mofes   had    the   moft   difficult  work 
cut  out  for  hiin  ;  fo  he  was  enabled  to  execute 

it  with  dexterity^  firmnefs,   and    {uccefs. 

When  God  announced  irraeFs  i-evolt  unto  him, 
he  became  their  compaflionate  interceflbr.  God 
enumerated  the  aggravating  circumftances  of 
their  enormous  g^uilt,  threatening  their  dc- 
ftnuSion ;  and  promiiing  to  m^e  of  Mofes  a 
great  nation :  But  he,  far  from  being  taken 
with  the  flattering  profpcA  of  the  aggrandize- 
ment of  his  own  family,  turned  his  faith  to 
the  promife,  and  urged  the  oath  by  which  it 
had  been  ratified  to  the  patriarchs ;  as  alfo  the 
occaiion  which  his  enemies  would  take  to  blas- 
pheme his  name,  as  arguments  for  its  accom- 

plifliment  and  their  prcfcrvation^,— XVhen 

he  had  fo  far  prevailed  with  God,  as  to  pre- 
vent the  utier  deltruAion  of  that  people,  he 
came  down  to  ftop  the  progrefs  of  their  idola- 
try, arraign  them  for  their  revolt,  and  punifli 
the  moft  flagrant  offenders. — He  burnt  the  calf 
in  fire  ;  and,  by  his  miraculous  power,  perhaps, 
ground  it  to  powder ;  and,  by  caufing  Ifrael 
to  drink  the.  water  on  which  it  was  ftrewcd,  he 
taught  them,  that  this  deity  was  fo  far  from 
bringing  them  out  of  the  land  of  Egjpt,  that, 
in   a  fliort  time,  it  would  be  in  the  dung-hill, 

*  £xod.  xxxii.  12.  13.^ 

T  t   2  The 
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The  firft  perfon  arraigned  was  Aaron,  his  bro- 
ther, who  made  but  a  feeble  defence  of  his 
daftardly  compliance.  Then  Mofes  fet  up  a 
tabernacle  without  die  camp,  and  invited  fuch 
as  were  on  the  Lord%  fide  to  repair  unto  it: 
Every  one  who  was  really  on  the:  Lord's  fide 
complied  with  the  invitation  ;  the  Levites,  in 
particular,  followed  Mofes ;  and,  at  his  com- 
mand, executed  vengeance  on  fuch  as  ftayed 
behind  in  the  idolatrous  camp,  which  God  had 
dcferted :  They  confecrated  themfelves,  par- 
ticularly by  -  the  impartiality  of  it  on  their 
ncareft  relations :  It  was  limited  unfo  three 
thoufand,  however;  probably  becaufe  the  reft 
had  been  brought  unto  repentance  and  hnmi- 
}ia;tion**  Thus,  God  Separated  between  the, 
precious  and  the  vile,  that  his  covenanters 
:fnight,  in  fbme  meafure,  be  a  pure  lump. 
On  the  next  day,  Mofes  renewed  his  intcrcef- 
fion  for  the  renmant  thaJL  was  left-'}" ;  requcft- 
ing  fafe  condu<5l  into  the  proAiifed  land.  God 
granted  his  petition ;  but  promifed  only  a  crea- 
ted angel  for  their  leader.  Some  imagine^  he 
ivas  only  a  created  angel  who  was  afterwards 
%iven:  But  the  chara&er  which  the  Mofaic 
hiftory  affords  of  him,  can  by  no  means  agree 
to  a  created  angel.     When  a  created  angel 

*  Exod.  xxxiii.  4—6. 

t  We  Imvc  an  epitome  of  his  prayer,  chap,  xxxii.  30 
— 54.  And  the  partictdars  moic  fully  delineated,  chap, 
xxxiii.  12 — 23. 
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was  promifed^,  all  the  people  mourned,  as  his 
guidance  was  no  fecurity  againfl:  deflru<5t]on, 
by  God's  ioimediate  hand  :  But  the  ang  e  L  of 
HIS  PRESENCE  was  an  abundant  prcfervation* . 
flis  rcqucft.  was  granted,  and  fiiitably  impro- 
ved, by  this  powerful  interceflbr.  He  follow- 
ed it  by  another  faying,  "  I  befeech  the  fhew 
me  thy  glory."  Some  have  cenfiircd  this  peti- 
tion, as  prefumptuous ;  but  God,  who  makes 
the  beft  of  his  people's  fervices,  limited  it,  and 
then  granted  it,  in  the  only  fenfe  in  which  it 
could  be  granted,  Mofes  rcquefted  a  figlit 
of  his  glory,  abftraAly  confidered,  without  at- 
tending to  the  difference  between  his  eflcntial 
and  his  ^declarative  glory.  God  anfwered, 
"  Thou  canft  not  fee  my  face ;  for  no  man 
can  fee  me  and  live  j"."  A  fight  of  his  decla- 
rative glory,  however,  is  granted,  which  God 
denominates  his  Goodness  J.  And  the  va- 
rious perfetftions,  above  confidered,  are,  each 
of  them,  a  proof,  that  he  is  good  in  himlclf, 

♦  Said  God,  My  prcfcnce  (hall  go  with  thee,  Exod. 
xxxiii.  14.  The  Lord  Chrift  may,  >vith  great  propncty, 
be  called  the  presence  ok  God,  and  the  angel  op 
HIS  PRESENCE  ;  bccaufe  fpccial  fellowihip  is  only  to  be 
enjoyed  through  Chrift,  and  hi»  prefoncc  roanifellcd  in 
him.  Gt>d  is  in  him  in  a  peculiarly  glorious  manner  : 
Hence,  faid  Chrift,  "  He  that  hath  feen  me  hath  fccn 
the  father— Believe  me  tliat  I  am  b\  the  Father,  and 
the  Father  in  me,"  John  xiv.  10,  it. 

t  EAod.  xxxiii.  20.  t  I^^oJ-  -^^^"*-  ^9-  ''  ^^^  ''^ 
faid,  I  will  make  all  my  goopness  pafs  before  thee, 
and  I  will  proclaim  the  name  of  tlie  Lord  before  thee.** 

and 
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and  alfo  to  his  children. — - — Mofes  improved 
this  manifeftation  of  his  glory,  as  an  encourage- 
ment unto  folemn  confeifion  of  fin,  and  fuppli- 
catioti  for  mercy :."  Moles  made  hade  and 
bowed  liis  head  towards  the  earth,  and  wor- 
(hipped :  And  he  faid,  If  now  I  have  foimd 
grace  in  thy  fight,  O  Lord,  let  my  Lord,  I 
pray  thee,  go  amongft  usj  (for  it  is  a  ftift- 
necked  people):  and  pardon  our  iniquity  and 
our  fin,  and  take  us  for  thine  inheritance*." 
And  this  covenant-renovation  is.  to  be  confider* 
ed  as  an  anfwer  unto  that  prayef,-^ — as  ^n  evi- 
dence that  their  fins  were  pardoned, — ^that 
God  liad  taken  them  for  his  inheritance. 

FOURTHLY,  1  flmll  now  confitlcr  the  Con- 
FIRM  AT  IONS  of  diis  Covenant. 

1.  It  was  adminiftered  to  the  >vhQle  con- 
gregation :  "  He  gave  them  in  commandment 
all  that  the  I-ord  had  Ipoken  uato  him  in 
mount  Sinai  "I* /^  Though  the  confent  of  this 
congregation  is  not  recorded,  it  is  ncceflkrily 
implied  :  otlierways  they  had  been  guilty  of 
tlie  gicatcft  rcbcUioii,  which  would  ceitainly 
have  drawn  down  the  immediate  vengeance  of 
heaven. 

2.  It    was.  confirmed   by  writing.      It   was 
.  wiitten  both  by  the  finger  of  God  and  the  hand 

*    F.xod.  xxxlv,  8,  9.    .      f  £xad.  xxxir.  32. 

of 
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of  Moles.  ■  The  table*  of  the  covenant, 
which  Mofes  broke,  were  replaced :  "  And  the 
Lord  faid  imto  Mofes,  Hew  thee  two  tabled 
of  (bone,  like  unto  the  firft  :  and  I  will  write 
upon  thefc  tables  the  words  which  were  in  the 
firft  tables,  which  thou  brakeft*." — "  And  he 
hewed  two  tables  of  ftone,  like  unto  the  fii-ft  r 
— ^and  he  took  in  his  hand  the  two  tables  of 
ftonef/'  The  former  tables  were  aU  of  diving 
worknian(hip,  both  in  point  of  preparation  and 
infcription;  but  thefe  were  prepared  by  Mofes. 
The  rcafons  affigned  for  this  difference  are 
various.  Some  apprehend,  the  former  edition 
were  all  of  divine  workmanfhip,  to  intimate, 
that  they  contained  the  Covenant  of  Works : 
And  this  was  partly  the  workmanfliip  of  Mofes, 
a  typical  mediator,  to  fhew,  that  the  Law  was 
ftript  of  its  covenant-form,  and  given,  as  a 
rule  of  life,  in  the  hand  of  a  Mediator  :};.  But, 
to  believers,  both  editions  ,were  a  rule  of  life  ; 
and  the  firft,  as  well  as  tlie  fecond,  was  writ- 
ten by  the  finger  of  the  Son  of  God,  as  Me- 
diator. Again,  fbme  reckon,  that.  Mofes  was 
enjoined  to  hew  the  tables  for  this  edition,  as 
a  punifhment  for  his  breakmg  the  firft  tables  §  • 
But,  as  Mofes  is  never  taxed  by  God  for  this 

•  Exod.  xxxiv,  I.  f  Exod.  xxxlv.  4. 

X  Notes  on  the  Mairow  of  Modem  Divinity,  p.  74. 

§  The  greater  part  of  the  Jewilh  Expofitora  give  this 
view  of  the  matter,  as  Abarbinel,  Rabbi  Solomon,  8cc, 
^uofted  by  BuxTORF,-Diflcrt.  de  Dccalog.  Thef.  18. 

part 
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part  of  his  condud:^  I  know  no-rcafon  why  he 
fhould  be  condemned  by  men.  It  is  better^ 
with  Calvin  and  others,  to  confider  this  work- 
man(hip  of  Mofes,  as  a  ftanding  mark  of  God's 
di(pleafiire,  and  chaftifcment  of  the  children 
of  Ifrael,  for  their  breach  of  covenant*  Tho' 
he  filffered  their  wound  to  be  healed,  yet  this 
human  workmanffiip  was  as  a  fear,  to  perpe-. 
tuate  the,  remembrance  of  it  for  their- humilia- 
tion t^.     The  ten  commandments  had  various 

prerogatives 

♦  Calvin  in  Pentateuch,  p.  1247.  edit.  Genev.  1617* 
''  Quanquam  hac  teilera  vel  extcmo  fymbolo  fancita 
fuit  inftanratio  abnipta  foederis,  nc  tamen  torporem  in- 
duceret  veniae  facilitas;  voluit  Dens  aliqnod  poenx  ycfU* 
gium  reftare :  ac  &  vnlnere  fanato  manerit  cicatrixi 
NuUnm  in  prioribus  Tabulis  haminis  artificium  interve- 
nerat :  nam  Dens  arcana  fua  virtnte  fculptas  tradiderat 
Mofi,  nunc  pars  illius  tant;e  dignitatis  imminuitur,  drun 
jubetur  Mofes  lapides  afierre  mann  honiinis  politos,  in 
qmbus  fcribat  decern  verba.  Qiiare  non  prorfus  deleta 
fuit  ignominia  feeler  is  :  nihil  camen  qt&od  in  falutem 
fiecefTarium  foret  vel  utile,  detraJlnm.  Nam  Ad  tefti- 
nronium  gratiae  Dei  et  legis  commendationem,  ut  reve- 
X^enter  earn  fiifciperent,  niliil  defuit:  tantnm  nota  *illa 
fuerunt  humiliati,  quod  lapides  in  quibus  Deus  foedas 
fuum  depofuit,  non  fuerunt  manu  ejus  fomiati,  nee  nati 
in  facra  monte."  Vid.  etiam  Buxtorf  fuper  citat.  Her- 
man. Witf.  De  Oecon.  Feed.  Lib.  IV.  cap.  iv.  §.  ag. 
An  excellent  author  feems  rather  to  blunder  on  tliis 
fubjccl ;  he  inllnuates,  that  the  reafon  of  Mofes's  work- 
manihip  is,  to  teach  us,  '*  Thiat,  if  we  would  have 
God  to  write  the  law  in  bur  hearts,  we  mnft  prepare 
our  hearts  for  the  reception  of  it,'*  Mr  Henry,  on  £xod. 
xxxiv.  I  •  But  is  not  the  hearts  of  all  men  deceitful  a« 
bove  all  things,  and  defperately  wicked,  antecedent  to 
God's  infcription  of  his  law  upon  it  f  Of  what  prepara- 
tion^ 
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prerogatives  (iipcrior  unto  the  judicial  and  ce- 
remonial laws,  in  each  edition  of  them }  of 
which-  their  infcription  on  tables  of  ftone  was 
one*  The  reafon  of  th|s  infcription  feems  to 
be,  the  perpetual  remembrance  of  what  had 
been  tranfac^ed ;  for  it  was  ufual,  in  ancient 
times,  to  engrave  matters  of  importance  on 
ftone,  or  brafs.  Job  alludes  unto  this  cuftom, 
in  his  pathetic  wifli :  "  O  that  n>y  words  were 
written !  O  that  they  were  now  printed  in  a 
book !  That  they  were   graven  with  an  iron 

pen  and  lead  in  the  rock  for  ever  */' This 

covenant  was  alfo  written  by  the  hand  of  Mo* 
fes:  *'  And  the  Lord  faid  unto  Mofes,  Write 
thou  thefe  words :  for  after  the  tenor  of  thcfe 
words  have  I  made  a  covenant  with  thee,  and 
with  Ifrael  f  /'  The  reafon  of  this  regiftration 
has  been  explained  in  the  preceding  part.  Tlie 
former  covenant  comprehended  that  which  is 
recorded  in  Exod.  xx.  and  xxiii.  incluliyjc  :  And 
this  one,  all  recorded  in  chap,  xxxiv.  from 
verfc  loth  to  verfe  27  th  inclulive.  This  laft 
was  probably  engrolFed  in  the  fame  book  with 
the  former  one  like  ways. 

tion,  then,  is  it  capable  ?  Whether  good  or  bad  ?  If 
good.  How  ihall  a  heait  defperately  wicked  accompliih 
it  ?  If  bad.  What  avails  it  in  thet  light  of  God  ?  What  a 
pity  is  it,  that  fuch  a  favonry  writer  fhould  fo  frequent- 
ly mix  gall  and  wormwood  with  falutary  and  agreeable 
diflies? 

*  Job.  xix.  23,  24.         t  Exod  J  xxxiv.  27. 
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3 .  Beside  the  f Unding  confirmation  of  the 
ceremonial  law  *,  it  was  ratified  by  die  mira- 
culous appearance  of  Mofes's  face,  when  he 
came  down  from  the  momit.  The  reafba  of 
this  appearance,  and  the  vail  with  which  he 
covered  ifj',  have  excrcifed  the  abilities  o€  va- 
rious* 

♦  The  ordinances  of  the  ceremonial  law  comprehend 
holy  places^  holy  perfons^  holy  things,  and  holy  times. 
The  bell  little  fyftem  of  it  which  1  have  leen  is  that:  of 
Hadrian  Re  land  Dc  Antiqiiitat.  Sacr.  Vet*  Hebraror. 
Ultraje\fl.  edit.  1 71 7*  It  is  a  pity  it  is  not  known  in  our 
language,  illuftrated  with  a  compariibn  of  the  type  with 
the  antitype. 

t  The  Rev.  Mr  Bofbon  of  Etrick  invents  a  new  and 
uncommon  narrative  on  the  hiftorical  part  of  this  1131- 
racle,  Notes  on  the  Marrow  of  Modem  Divinity,  p.  1x2. 
He  gives  out,  that  Mofes  went  into  the  tabernacle  ;  suid 
then  the  tabernacle  ferved  inllead  o£  a  vail  to  his  face. 
And,  having  done  with  fpeaking,  he  pnts  another  vail 
on  his  face,  and  comes  out  unto  the  congregation,  Tliis 
narrative  lie  founds  upon  a  cnticifin  on  Rxod.  xxxiv.  31. 
Our  tranflation  has  it,  "  And  Aaron,  and  all  the  rulers 
«f  the  congi-egation  returned  unto  him."  But  Mr  3o- 
llon  would  read  it,  "  And  Aaron,  and  all  the  princes, 
returned  unto  him  in  the  teftiniony.'*  This  critieifhn  la 
far  from  being  well  founded,  however  5  it  is  not  aril jr 
contrary  to  his  own  folid  canons  of  criticifin,  laid  do^vvn^ 
in  liis  Traclatus  Stigmologicus,  but  alfo  to  the  ufnal  fig- 
nification  of  the  phrafe,  HTTn  £D'*Ktt'Dn.  In  Exod.  xvi.  22. 
it  denotes,  the  elders  of  the  congregation.- — *— 
When  this  author  comes  to  the  my  (Very  of  this  vail,  he 
conliders  it  both  in  a  good  an^  in  a  bad  fenfe.  In  a. 
good  fenfe,  reprefenting  Chrift,  who  hides  the  fplendor 
of  the  Covenant  of  Works  from  his  people  :  and,  in  sk 
bad  fenfe,  ^pointing  out  the  darknefi  of  their  mind&« 
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^^xis  interpreters:  And^  I  acknowledge,  there 
^  confidcrable  difficulty  in  both :  But  tlie  matter 
U  made  (till  more  difficxdt  by  reafon  of  the  un- 
happy timi  given  it  in  moft  tranflations.  'I'he 
cafe  (eems  to  (bind  thus,   When  Mofcs  drew 

But  die  double  vail  being  purely  ideal^  the  double  my- 
ilery  falls  of  courfe.  Our  trauflators  fupply  the  >%ord 
TILL,  in  verfe  33.  but  very  improjierly.  Literally  it  is, 
*'  And  Mofcs  finifhed  fpeaking  with  them  ;  and  he  put 
a  vail  on  his  face."  The  reafon  why  they  put  in  this 
fupplement  was,  as  they  imagined,  to  reconcile  Mofes 
with  Paul.  But,  as  a  judicious  author  obferves,  it  is 
wholly  unneccfFar^',  '^  Ex  Exod.  xxxiv.  30—35.  liquere 
exiftimo,  radiafle  viiltum  MoHs,  quum  a  Deo  redux  cum 
Ifraelitis  colloqueretur ;  imo  Mofen  aperto  vultu  populo 
luandata  Dei  manifeflad^^  et  poltea  deipum  vultum  velo 
texifle.  Hujus  rei  cauffam  tradit  apoflolus.  Sc.  vultum 
velamine  opeiiiiflc :  ne  Ifraelitae  viderent  finem  fplendo- 
ris,  quern  vultus  emictebat.  Splendebat  viiltus  ejus,  glo- 
ria divina^  quain  cum  Deo  colloquens  viderat,  ill  ultra- 
tus.  Hie  fplendor  poilea  periifle,  Mofe  vero  ad  Deum 
redeunte,  renovatns  efle  videtur.  Mofcs  igitur,  cui 
fplendor  liic  apud  popidmn  durx  ccnjicis  muhum  au«5io- 
ritatis  conciliabat,  impofito  velamine  impediebat,  uc 
fincm  hujus  fplendoris  viderent.  Pcriiilc  hunc  fplen- 
dorcm  docet  quoque  Paul  us,  vcr.  7.  conimemorans,  tkr 
iiimp  rv  w^^QwwM  riif  KXTH^yvfiifnf,  Sic  elegans  eft  nexus  cum 
ver.  12.  Dicit  ibi  Paulus:  Se  multa  uti  parrheiia,  quod 
fcirent  perdiu'antem  efle  gloriam  rnr  intK^fUf  ru  'xnvfMrw 
vcr.  9,  II,  18.  Moil  vero  defuiile  banc  parrheiiam, 
qui  fciuerit  fplendorem  vultus  fui,  ut  et  fplendorem  tIjV 
WW««-  T«r  fcmrux^/Tttti-  efle  pereuntem,  ver.  8,  11.  Par- 
rhcfise  oppoHtus  eft  pudor.  Qui  vero  pudore  tangebaii- 
tUT,  velare  caput   folebant.      Vide  Jer.  xiv.  3.   tltii.  vi. 

13 -Sic  ergo  Paulus  dicit:   Mancre  vel«inen  in  lee- 

lionc  vetcris  tcllamenti,  quoniam  iguorarent  Judai,  illud 
a  Chrifto  efle  abrogatum.**  G.  D.  Kypkc,  Ob.  Sac.  in 
M.  T.  Tom.  II.  p.  246.  247. 

U  u  2  near 
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near  unto  the  congregation,  they  were  fo 
ftruck  with  the  refulgence  of  his  face,  that 
they  durft  not  approach  him ;  but,  at  Mofcs's 
defire,  firft  Aaron,  with  Ac  rulers  of  the  con- 
gregation, and  then  all  the  congregation,  came 
near ;  and  he  gave  them  in  command  all  that 
the  Lord  had  fpoken  to  him  in  the  mount. 
And  Mofes  finifhcd  (peaking  with  them }  and 
put  a  vail  on  his  face.  This  was  the  ftate  of 
matters  when  Mofes  finifhed  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  this  covenant  j  but,  as  they  refigncd 
themfelves  unto  the  fovereign  will  of  God,  as 
in  the  foregoing  covenant,  it  behooved  Mofes 
to  enter  into  the  temporary  tabernacle,  to 
learn  the  will  of  God  as  to  this' matter.  ^When 
he  went  in,  he  took  off  the  vail;  fo  that  the 
divine  prefence  added  a  new  lyftre  unto  his 
coilntenance.  And,  when  he  came  out,  he 
jpoke  unto  the  children  of  Ifrael  that  which 
was  commanded  him:  And  the  children  of 
Ifracl  faw  that  the  Ikin  of  his  face  ftione.  But, 
j\s  this  luftre  abated,  he  covered  his  face  with 
:i  vail,  to  conceal  it  from  Ifrael.  The  defigtf 
of  this  fplendor,  at  firft,  was  to  give  dignity 
and  authority  to  the  Molaic  legiflation ;  but  it 
had  alfo  another,  and  a  typical  fignification. 
Some  confider  this  glory  jls  typical  of  the 
glory  of  Clirift,  efpecially  at  his  4nmsfigura- 
tion  ;  othci's,  of  the  glory  of  the  New  Tefta- 
ment  oeconomy.  Some  underftand  this  fplen- 
dor as  a  dilplay  of  the  glory  of  the  Covenant 
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of  Works.  That  this  tranfacEtion  is  called  the 
MINISTRATION  OF  DEATH,  as  the  Covenant 
of  Works  was  gixatly  predominant  in  it  is 
readily  granted  ;  bm  that  the  glory  of  it 
belonged  linto  the  Covenant  of  Works  can  ne- 
ver be  proved.  Th'is  fplendor  was  intended 
to  conciliate  authority  to  Mofes,  as  a  tjrpical 
mediator :  and,  by  it,  to  typify  the  glory  of 
the  New  Teftament  lawgiver  ;  fo  that  both  the 
glory  of  Chrift,  and  of  the  goipel  oeconomy, 
are  compared  to  this  glory,  and  preferred  to 
it,  by  the  Apoftle.  The  vail  was  a  reprcfen- 
tation  of  the  darknefs  and  imperfection  of  that 
minor  ftate  :  And  as^the  darknefs  of  it  was 
the  occafion,  ndt  the  caufe,  of  the  blindnefs  of 
the  Jews,  in  the  days  of  the  Apoftle,  he  makes 
an  eafy  tranfition  to  the  vail  of  darknefs  that 
was  on  their  heart. 

I  SHALL  now  make  (bme  Reflections  on 
what  has  been  explained, 

I.  The  faints  of  God  themfelves  may  fomc- 
times  violate  their  moft  foleniu  engagements, 
very  foon  after  they  have  made  them.  It  was 
but  about  forty  days  after  the  moft  folemn  co- 
venanting at  Sinai,  that  Aaron,  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  covenantei-s  with  him,  brake  that 
covenant,  in  tlje  moft  fliameful  manner.  And 
w^ould  to  God  the  like  fceue  had  not  been  too 
c^ften  re-aclcd  in  later  times.      Thefe  fame  co- 

vcaanlcrs. 
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venanters,  who  were  cheerful  and  ready  in  ta- 
king the  national  covenant,  in  the  year  1596*, 
were  foon  guilty  of  violating  it.  The  like  fcenc 
was  alfo  re-aAed,  by  many  covenanters,  in  the 
year  16  jS.  And,  to  come  ftill  nearer  our  own 
times,  did  not  fome  of  the  moft-  eminent  cove- 
nanters, in  the  year  1 7  4  3,  relinquifh  thefe  vei'y en- 
gagements, in  April  1747-  Plain  and  incen- 
tcftible  as  the  fatSls  are,  by  which  this  awful  truth 
is  ellablifhed,  our  (cparating  brethren,  who  e- 
Ipoufe  the  Burgefs-oath,  affedt  to  deny  it.  Say 
they.  The  greatERs  kines  were  too  good  men 
to  be  guilty  of  breaking  covenant  with  the 
Moft  High  !  This  is  the  ftrength  of  the  canfe, 
indeed.  But  can  we  be  better  allured  of  the 
iaintfhip  of  an  Erlkine,  or  a  Fifticr,  than  of  the 
faintfliip  of  Aaron?  Or,  Were  the  Erlkines, 
excellent  as  they  were,  fecured  from  apoftacy, 
in  a  manner  (uperior  to  the  Apoftles  ? — Do  we 
not  find  Peter  guilty  of  diflimulation,  even  af- 
ter he  had  entered  on  the  work  of  his  apoftlc- 
Ihip?  If  fuch  a  pillar  as  an  infallible  teacher 
might  fall,  in  refpe^l  of  his  perfonal  conduA, 
-why  is  it  not  podible  for  tlic  ftrongeft  pillars 
among  fallible  teachers  to  be  likeways  fliaken? 

2 .  Co vENANTKRs  frequently  violate  their 
engagements,  by  falling  back  into  thofe  very 
fins  from  which  they  have  been  but  lately  rc- 

*  Sec  CalJerwood's  HiAory,  p.  317. 
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formed.  So*  grofs  was  Ifiracrs  infatuation,  that 
they  wifhed  to  be  condiwfted  into  the  prooiifcd 
land  by  thofe  gods  from  whom  they  had  been 
redeemed.  They  faw,  that  thofe  gods  couid 
not  deliver  the  Egyptians  j  yet  they  vainly  ex- 
pcAed,  that  they  could  prote^  and  dire  A  them. 
Neither  the  impotence  and  inutility  of  thofe 
deities,  cm  the  one  hand ;  nor  their  own  lacred 
engagements  on  the  other,  could  be  £b  barrier 
againft  the  torrent  of  thieir  apoftacy.  How 
often,  alasl  How  often  do  profeflbrs  return, 
like  the  dog  to  his  vomit ;  and,  like  the  fwine 
that  were  waflied,  unto  their  wallowing  in  the 
mire ! 

3.  Solemn  coNFEssioN,efpecially  of  fuch 
fins  as  are  formal  breaches  of  preceding  cover 
nants,  ought  to  precede  covenant-renovation. 
Mo(es  was  employed,  to  good  purptjfe,  in  this, 
duty,  previous  to  his  receiving  the  draught  of 
this  covenant. 

4.  The  name  of  God,  as  a  iin-pardoning 
Ood,  gives  great  encouragement  unto  the  ac- 
knowledgment of  (in.  God  announced  him- 
fcif.  The  Lord  God — forgiving  iniquity,  trant- 
greffion,  and  fin.  Mofes  improved  this  noble 
charas^er :  He  found  fuch  a  grace  in  it,  as  fill- 
ed the  foul  ^ith  fhame  and  evangehcal  contri- 
tion of  mind. 

5.  Covenant 
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5»  Covenant  £NGAG£M£NTs.otightt6be 
fo  framed,  as  to  ftrike  diredUy  and  explicitly 
againft  thofe  fins  that  are  moft  prevalent  in  the 
time  and  place  in  which  they  are  made ;  and 
moft  likely  to  befct  thofe  who  enter  into  fiich 
engagements.  There  are  two  kinds  of  cove- 
nant engagements  with  which  wicked  men  will 
.bear  a  little,  although  they  count  every  fpecics 
iuperfluDus :  The  firll  is,  Such  as  do  not  con- 
demn any  but  very  remote  evils  j  aiid  fuch  as 
they  have  no  prefent  temptation  to  pradife : 
For  exam}de,  not  a  few  feem  to  approve  of  If- 
racPs  explicit  condemnation  of  idolatry  j  yea, 
they  would  not  fay  much  againft  a  condemna- 
tion of  fbme  of  the  gr offer  abominations  of 
Popery:  But  a  condemnation  of  present 
EVILS  is  always  a  torment  to  them  who  dwell 
on  the  face  of  the  earth.  Again,  Others 
would  put  up  with  covenant  engagements,  pro- 
vided they  be  kept  private-;  and  do  not  a- 
mount,  like  Noah's^  imto  a  ccmdemnation  of 
the  world  lying  in  wickednefs.  But  neither  of 
thcfe  can  conlift  with  the  model  afforded  in 
the  hiftory  before  us.  The  fins  into  which  Is- 
rael had  fallen  are  efpecially  mentioned,  and 
others  condemned  only  by  (ronfequencc  and  im- 
plication. As  they  had  finned  by  imitating  1^- 
gyptian  idolatry^  fo  they  covenanted  againft 
it,— -againft  all  imitation  of  it,  or  compliance 
with  it,  whether  Egyptian  or  Ganaanitifli. 

6,  The 
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6.  The  oreat  difcouragement  of  covenant-^ 
f rfi,  which  originates  in  their  unfteadfaftnefs,  is 
no  juft  argument  againft  the  pradicc  it  Pelf. 
Were  covenanting  God^s  orclinance,  fay  fome^ 
and  his  work^  he  would  not  fuJFer  men  to 
brc^  it  down  fb  fooh  after  they  have  been 
employed  in  building  it  up  :  But,  who  can 
doubt  if  the  Sinai  Covenant  were  God's  work? 
And  who  can  deny  but  it  was  broken  foon  af- 
ter it  was  made  ?  If  we  attend  carefully  unto 
God's  wprk,  we  will  find,  that  he  has,  feem- 
ingly,  permitted  Satan  to  crufli  his  work  al-  ^ 
mofl  in  the  very  bud :  His  image  was  not  long 
fct  up  in  this  lower  world  before  it  was  brokeri 
down  by  the  fall.  The  more  glorious  the  work 
is,  the  fooncr,  and  the  keener,  will  the  attack 
upon  it  be  ;  and  though  the  enemies  of  God 
fliould  apparently  prevail,  ^nd  his  work,  ac- 
cording to  our  view,  appear  to  be  quite  mar- 
red ;  yet  it  will  be  really  mended,  b^ing  raifed 
up  with  fuperior  advantage,  on  the  one  hand^ 
and  his  name  will  be  glorified,  by  the  wickcd- 
nefs  of  Ills,  enemies,  and  the  weaknefs  of  his 
A*iends,  on  the  other. 

7.  WhejJ  perfons  and  churches  are  called 
tinto  the  duty  of  covenanting,  they  are  alfb 
frequently  called  unto  fieparation  from  fuch 
profeflbrs  as  are  tinged  with  the  fins  of  the 
times,  and  perfifl  in  refufing  to  be  reclaimed* 
Such  were  the  cifcumflances   of  JM.pfes,   and 

*  X%  thofc 
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lho(c  covenanters  who  joined  with  him  at  thi» 
time  :  They  made  a  thorough  feparation  from 
thofe  idolaters  >\ho  worfhipped  the  golden 
calf.  W^hcn  the  fervice  of  God  cannot  be 
earned  on  in  connexion  with  backfliders,  then 
perfons,  who  have  a  confcience,  rouft  make 
a  choice.  Whether  they  will  part  with  their 
duty,  and  a  good  confcience,  or  with  their 
companions:  And  they , are  at  no  lofs  what 
part  to  choofe. 


DISSER- 
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.J 
ON        THE 

COVENANT  BETWEEN  GOD  and  ISRAEL, 

ON  THE  PLAINS  OF  MOAB. 

D  E  u  T.    xxix.    lO \%. 

SEEING  it  feemed  good  to  tlic  Holy  Ghoft 
to  dcfcribe,— The  Parties  of  this  Cove-' 
Bant. — The  Parts  of  it. — ^The  Occafions  of  it. 
— ^And,  its  Confinnations.  We  (hall  dwell  a  little 
on  each  of  thefe  ;  and  then  fubjom  a  few  Re- 
fle»5tions  on  tlie  whole. 

FIRST,  We  fliall  attend  itnto  the  Pa  r  T  i  e  s 
of  this  Covenant  T  And  Mofcs  was  inftruAed  to 
make  it  with  l(rael,^ 

I,  In  the  name  of  the  Lord  their  God: 
^*  That  thou  fhouldft  enter  into  covenant  wiili 
THE  Lord  thy  God*.'* 

*  Deut.  xxix.  12. 
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2.  The  other  party  is  declared  to  be  fucfa 
as  ftood  before  the  Lord  that  day,  with  the 
generations  to  conic,  reprcfented  by  them* 
They  are  diftributcd  into  the  following  clalTes: 

"  Your  Captains  of  your  tribes  *"    So 

our  tranflatron  has  it-     I  find  it  otherwife  ren- 
dered by  Ain{\vorth :  He  tranflates  it,  "  Your 
Heads  of  yoiu"  tribes  "jr  And  I  find  the  fai«e 
term  rendered  Heads  in  a  parallel  text:  "  And 
with  you  there  fliall  be  a  man  of  every  tr'^be : 
every  one  Head  of  the  houfe  of  his  fathers ;{;  .'^ 
They  arc  alfb  ftyled  Princes.    Says  a  modern 
author,  /^  Thcfe  Princes  were  chief  captains, 
or  generals,   in  time  of  war;   and  chief  magi- 
ftrates  in  time  of  peace  :  Not  unlike  .Peers  of 
the  realm,  and  Lords-Lieutenants  of  the  coun- 
ty §/'  Thefe  perfons  were  the  higheft  order  ia 
(he  civil  (late  ;  but  not  too  high  to  fubnut  to 
Clod's  yoke, — —'^  Your  Elder s  |[."   There  is 

more 

*^Deut.  XXIX.  io» 
•\-  Sec  his  tranfl^tion,  in  his  Annot.  edit.  1639. 

1:  Numb;  i.  4.  tS^Kl.  §  In  Numb.  vii.  2.  They  are 
llvlecl  Princes.  See  Lowman  on  the  civil  goveminent 
o^  the  Hebrews,  p.  74.  Etiam  Sigoniuin  de  Repub. 
iicb.  Lib.  VII.  cap.  y. 

I]  Dent.  XXIX.  lo.  Dpt.  This  order  of  perfons  is  fre- 
quently mentioned  in  Old  Teftament  hiftory.  Abra- 
ham had  an  officer,  who  bore  this  defcription,  in  his  fa- 
mily, Gen  xxiv.  2.  Our  tranflation  ftyles  liim,  '*  The 
cldeft  fei-vant  in  his  family ;"  and  not  improperly. 
Pharaoh  had  afervant  of  tliis  kind  likeways.  Gen.  1.  7« 
There  were  not  only  domcftic,  but  alfo  elders,  belong- 
lUg  %o  larger  focieties.  whether  cities  or  commonwealtJi«» 

Of 
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more  tlifficulty  in  this  terra  than  the  former 
one.  It  was  firll  intended  to  denote  perfons 
of  advanced  age  ;  but  it  is  more  frequently  ex- 
prcffive  of  an  otiSce,  whether  in  family,  church, 
or  commonwealth.  The  Church  was,  by  this 
time,  changed  from  her  domeftic  to  her  con-» 
gregational  ftate :  Hence,  I  am  apt  to  con- 
clude, that  the   term   denotes  both  civil   and 

ecclefiafHcal  rulers. "  Your  Officers'*.'* 

As  for  the  officers,  "  they  were  (fays  a  modern 
author),  according  to  the  account  given  of 
them  by  M aimonides  and  the  Rabbins,  much 
like  thofe  whom  the  Roman  law  calls  offici-« 
ALES,  and  EX  ECU  TORES,  and  the  New  Tefta- 
xnent  officers,  who.  attended  the  co.r!%  to 
keep  the  people  in  order,  with  a  ftaff  and  a 
whip  J  and  to  execute  the  oi'ders  and  decrees 

of  the  judges  f." -A  fourth  clafs  are,  "All 

the  MEN  of  Ifrael:*'  That  is,  all  the  males 
which  belonged  unto  the  congregation,  who 
were  obliged  to  attend  the  celebration  of  the 

Of  tlie  former  fort  we  read.  Dent.  xxv.  8.  of  the  lattei?. 
Gen.  1.  7-  Numb,  x.vii.  4.  7.  Wherever  the  Churoh  of 
God  obtained,  there  were  elders  both  civil  and  Ciccle^ 
iiaftic  :  Ifrael,  in  particular,  had  an  ecclefiaflic  go* 
vemmcnt,  dilUntfl  from  the  ftate.  For  proof  this,  th© 
reader  may,  in  the  mean  time,  coufalt  Gillefpic's  Aaron'a 
Rod  Bloflbming,  Lib.  I.  chaj>.  iii.  Leidekker  de  Repub, 
Hebrxor.  Lib.  IL  cap.  vii,  viii. 

♦  r^'»"1lDl7.  t  See  Je.\'i;iiccs  Andtjiiities,  Vol.  L  p^ 

36,  37.  TJie  fubllance  of  which  is  taken  from  Fuller's 
Mifcellan.  Lib  III.  cap.  xix,  Johai^..  Nic.~Not.  in  S^on. 
lib.  VU.  cap.  vii. 
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iblemn  feafts.  The  males^may  be  mentioned 
in  this  arrangement,   as  being  next  in  dignity 

unto   the   fbrmer   clafs. ''Your    little 

ONES  A  Thefe  are  fuch  little  ones  as  the  males 
covenanted  for,  even  as  they  covenanted  for 
them  at  circumcilion  ;  and  as  parents  ft  ill  cove- 
nant for  th^ir  children  at  baptifm. "  Your 

Wives."  Females,  even  fuch  as  were  married, 
and  had  hufbands  to  anfwer  for  them  in  civil 
things,  were  not  exempted  from  this  oath,  as 
it  was  a  religious  one.  Females  have  been 
exempted  from  oaths  of  allegiance,  in  all  ages, 
and  in  all  countries,  unto  civil  rulers  ;  but  it 
was  fit  they  fliould  enter  into  this  covenant 
not  Ctoly  in  regard  of  their  perfonallntcrcft  in 
it,  but  alio  as  examples  unto  the  Church  in  fu~ 
turc  times.  This  example  was  accordingly 
imitated   in   the  days  of  Nehemiah ;   and  dc- 

fcrves  our  imitationin  fucceeding  times:.- 

Another  clafs  of  covenantei-s  are,  ''  Thy 
$TRANOE£s.''  Thcfc  ftrangcrs  were  proba- 
bly jMt)felytcs  ;  and  had  received  circumcifion, 
the  initiating  feal  of  the  Abrahamic  covenant. 
Though  thefe  pcrfons  were  bond-men,  yet 
they  were  free  to  enter  into  the  Lord's  cove- 
nant ;  though  they  were  the  loweft  rank  in  the 
commonwealth,  yet   not  below  God's  notice. 

•^ In  one  word.  This  covenant  was  made 

with  fucceeding,  as  well  as  with  the  prefent 
generation  :  *'  Neither  with  you  only  do  1  make 
this  covenant,  and  this  oath  :  But  vith  him  that 
ftaudeth  here  with  us  this  day  before  the  Loi^l 

our 
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oor  God :  And  al(b  with  him  that  is  not  h  e  r  r 
with  us  this  day/'  The  prefent  generation 
mighty  and  did  covenant  for  fucceedmg  ones  ; 
as  the  gencraticms  to  come  were  part  of  them-  * 
fclvcs  :  And  it  has  been  allowed  by  all  focietieSy 
whether  civil  or  ccclcliaftic,  that  bonds  and  co- 
venants are  of  as  real  obligation  on  faid  ibcie* 
tics,  as  upon  thofe  individuals  who,  at  firft,  en- 
tered into  them.  To  maintain  the  contrary, 
implies  the  greateft  abfurdity  in  itfelf ;  and,  if 
reduced  to  praAice,  would  be  followed  with 
the  mod:  fatal  confequences  in  fociety. 

SECOM5LY,  The  Parts  of  this  Covenant 
deferve  to  be  confidered  in  the  next  place- 
Here  I  IhaU, — 1.  Confider  the  two  Capital  Ar- 
ticles fpecified. — ^And,  2.  Shew  what  Reference 
this  Covenant  bore  unto  former  Traufav^ions, 

I.   The  Articles  of  thjs  Covenant:  And^ 

1 .  On  the  part  of  the  Son  of  God,  He  pre- 
mifeth,  '*  To  be  unto  them  a  God*/' 

2.  On  the  part  of  Ifrael,  They  are  bound 

to  "  be  unto  him  a  people.''— 1  would  obfervc, 

That  this  implies  privileges,  as  well  as  duty. 
When  God  demanded  this  engagement,  he 
put  an  eminent  and  diftinguifhed  honour  upon 
them,  not  only  by  admiflion  to  outward  privi- 

*  Sec  Difftrt.  11,  Part  iii. 

leges 
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leges  in  die  Church,  but  alfo  by  being  admit* 
ted  unto  fpecial  felk)wfhip  with  himfctf.  What 
a  happy  people  are  the  Lord's  pc<yle.'  ■  ■  It 
imports  the  moft  folemn  dedication  to  God» 
As  there  is  a  (pccial  claim  on  the  part  of  God, 
£6  alfo  a  folemn  acknowledgment  of  the  jufticc 
of  it  on  the  part  of  his  children.  When  pcr- 
fiHis  declare  they  are  #the  Lord's  people,  they 
confecrate  their  perfims,  their  fervices,  and 
their  ALL,  indeed,  unto  his  glory.  Th*  rule 
of  this  fervice  was  not  only  tlic  judicial  law, 
by  which  they  were  governed  as  a  body  poli- 
tic ;  but  alfo  the  moral  and  ceremonial  laws, 
rcfpei^ing  both  their  private  and  eccielialHcal 
capacities:  ''  Keep,  therefore,  the  words  of 
this  covenant,  and  do  them.  And  he  declared 
unto  you  his  covenant,  which  he  commanded 
you  to  perform,-  the  ten  commandments.'*  Nor 
can  this  dedication  imply  lefs  than  a  fblemn 
renunciation  of  all  God*s  rivals,  whether  in- 
ternal or  external :  For  the  claims  of  Jehovah 
and  thofe  of  his  rivals  are  abfolutely  income 
patible. 

JI.  I  SHALL  now  enquire  what  Reference 
this  Covenant  bore  unto  former  Engagements: 
And  it  contained  a  formal  renovation  of  them, 

I.  As  God  tranfaAed  with  Ifrael  as  a  God 
already  in  covenant  with  them,  by  virtue  of 
the  covenants  he  had  made  with  their  fathers. 
As  God  coven^ted  with  Abi^ham,  Ifaac,  and 

Jacob; 
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Jacob,  for  their  feed,  as  well  as  for  themfelves; 
fb  the  feed  of  Abraham,  I(aac,  and  Jacob, 
were  bound  to  take  hold  of  the  infinite  Jeho- 
vah, not  only  as  their  own  God,  but  alfo  as 
the  God  of  their  fatliers  ;  faying,  Thou  art  my 
God,  I  will  praife  thee ;  my  fathers  God,  I 
will  exalt  thee.  The  covenanted  charasfter  and 
relation,  which  Ifrael  was  called  to  accept,  and 
improve  on  the  Plains  of  Moab,  did  not  com- 
mence in  the  laft  year  of  Mofes's  life  ;  but 
had  been  frequently  announced  in  former 
tranla^fHons.  Hence,  God  himfelf  fpeaks 
of  the  ESTABLISHMENT  of  this  relation 
between  him  and  them :  "  That  he  may  c- 
ftablifh  thee  to-day  for  a  people  unto  himfelf  j 
and  th^t  he  may  be  unto  thee  a  Cod,  as  he 
faid  unto  thee,  and  as  he  fware  unto  thy  fa- 
thers, to  Abraham,  to  Ifaac,  and  to  Jacob  ^." 

2.  This  covenant  was  a  renovation  of  for- 
mer ones,  as  God  confidcred  the  covenanters  as 
already  a  covenanted-feed  ;  having  formerly 
covenanted  in  the  loins  of  their  fathers.  They 
were  confidercd  as  the  fucceflbrs  of  thofe  pa- 
triarchs unto  whom  Jehovah  had  swokn;  and 
of  thofc  covenanters  unto  whom  he  had  Ipoken 
in  the  Sinai  Covenant,  according  to  the  text' 
juft  now  quoted.  Hence  this  tranfaAion  cn- 
grofled  all  preceding  ones. 

*  Deut.  xxix  13. 
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^.  As  the  matter  of  this  covenant  engrofled 
the  fubftance  of  former  tranfai^ions,  as  we  have 
lecn  ;  (b  the  making  of  it  ftrongly  marked  its 
relation  to  them  ;  Said  Mofes^  "  That  he  may 
ESTABLISH  thee  to-day  for  a  people  imto 
himfclf/'-  His  right  to  them,  as  a  people,  did 
not  commence  that  day ;  but  there  was  a  re- 
newed claim  of  it  on  his  part,  and  a  renewed 
acknowledgment  of  it  on  theirs  ;  For  the  word 
rendered  establish  does  not  mean  to  give 
exiftence  unto  any  thing ;  but  to  confirm,  or 
renew,  that  which  had  a  previous  exiftence,  as 
we  have  formerly  (hewn*. 

THIRDLY, 


•  Diflcrt.  I.  Parti.  To  fet  thk  matter  beyond  all 
poriibility  6£  doubt,  I  ihall  attend,  for  a  moment,  unto 
Mofes*s  judgment  on  this  head,  Dent.  yii.  9.  '*  Know, 
therefore,  the  Lord  thy  God,  he  is  God,  the  faithful 
God  ;  who  keepeth  covenant  and  mercy  with  them  that 
love  him  and  keep  his  commandments,  to  a  thoufand 
generations."  Vcrfe  ii.  '*  Thou  ihalt,  therefore,  keep 
the  commandments  and  the  ilatutes,  and  the  judgments 
which  I  command  thee  this  day,  to  do  them."  Vcrfe 
12.  '*  Wherefore  it  fhall  come  to  pafs.  If  ye  hearken  to 
thefe  jud^ents,  and  keep  and  do  them,  that  the  Lord 
thy  God  ihall  keep  UNTO  THEE  the  covenant,  and  the 
mercy  which  he  fWare  unto  thy  fathers."  No  language 
can  be  more  plain  than  Mofes^s  tefHmony,  dedaring. 
That  God  kept  his  covenant  which  he  made  with  Abraham, 
Ifaacy  and  Jacob.  The  Moft  High  God  confidered  him- 
felf  as  ftill  bound  by  the  promifes  which  he  made,  and 
the  oath  which  he  ^are  unto  thefe  patriarchs,-r-4ie  con- 
(idered  himfelf  as  bound  unto  their  feed,  fome  hundreds 
or  years  after  they  were  dead,  as  well  as  unto  them- 
I5?lves  when  in  life.  Hence,  though  the  Sinai  Covenant 
h^d  ifewer  promifes  than  precepts  ;  yet  it  vas  not  with- 
'    ^  out 
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TJHIRDLY,  The  OccAsio>^s  of  this  Cove- 
nant are  now  to  be  confidered. 

T.  Tms  covenant  was  cftabliflied  after  God 
had  completed  the  fyftem  of  ceremonial  wor- 
fliip.^  IVhcn  Ifrael  covenanted  at  Sinai,  even 
the  (econd  time,  they  refigned  themfelves  unto 
the  fovereign  will  of  God,  as  to  what  ordi- 
nances he  fhould  be  pleafed  to  infHtute,  as  well 
as  refolved,  in  the  ftrength  of  divine  grace, 
to  oBfcrvc  fuch  as  were  formally  inftituted  ; 
Accordingly,  the  laft  time  they  covenanted, 
the  tabernacle  was  not  ereAcd,  nor  the  fyftem 

out  promifeSy  even  of  its  own  ;  and,  efpecisdly,  enrich- 
ed with  all  the  proniiiba  which  belonged  to  former  cove-  . 
nants :  Or,  if  we  take  this  declaratiou  as  referring  unto 
the  tranfaiflion  on  the'  Plains  of  Moab,  then  it  carries 
thefe  protoifes  fUll  further  forward  ;  and  they  are  car* 
ried  for\^d,  indeed,  not  only  as  iar  as  the  death  of 
Mofes  ;  but  alfo  to  the  late£k  iioilei-^.y  of  the  members 
of  the  Gofpel  Church.  The  promifes  of  the  Abrahamic 
Covenant  (all  excepting  thofe  belonging  unto  the  incar- 
nation and  death  of  the  MelGah,  and  theie  things  are 
now  matter  of  fa\rt),  being  all  made  over  by  Chrift  unto 
the  Gofpel  Church,  A6ks  iii,  2S'  **  Ye  are  the  children 
of  the  covenant  which  God  made  with  our  fathers,  fay- 
ing unto  Abraham,  And  in  thy  feed  ihaU  all  the  kindreds 
of  the  earth  be  bleflcd."  And  Paul  aflures  us,  The  * 
law  was  added  unto  the  promife,  Gal.  iii.  19.  **  Where- 
fore then  ferA'eth  the  law !  It  was  added  becaufe  of  tranf- 
greflion,  till  the  Seed  ihould  come  to  whom  the  promife 
was  made:"  The  meaning  of  which  is.  The  law  was 
added  to  the  promife,  fo  as  th^t  both  taken  together 
might  form  a  rule  of  faith  and  pracflice  unto  the  Churchy 
and  prevent  her  from  fin,  until  the  fvltem  fhould  be 
changed,  iu  fome  meafure^  by  the  coming  gf  the  pro- 
inifed  Seed. 

Yy    2  of 
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of  ordinauces  which  belonged  to  it  fuiiflied  ; . 
but  before  tliis  time  the  Lord's  work  had  been 
advanced  among  the  congregation  of  Ifrael, 
b^  the  eredion  of  the  tabernacle,  the  confe- 
cration  of  the  priefts,  and  the  law  of  facrifices. 
Now,  as  thefe  branches  of  reformation  were 
included  in  former  covenants,  by  confequence 
at  leaft,  it  was  proper  they  fhould  be  formally 
cngrofled  in  this  new  tranfadion. 

2.  This  covenant-renovation  obtained  after 
Ifrael  li^d  been  guilty  of  many  tranrgreffionsj, 
inurmurings,  and  .rebellions  againft  the  Lord. 
Soon  after  4:hey  had  fuffered  fo  fmartly  for 
making  and  wfrQiipping  the  golden  calf,  they 
involved  themfelves  again  in  the  mofl  awful 
guill :  For  they  had  not  marched  more  than 
three  days,  at  the  direAion  of  the  pillar  of  fine, 
and  of  the  pillar  of  cloud,  after  the  tabernacle 
had  been  creifted,  till  they  murmured  becaufc 
of  the  way.  And  the  Loi-d  heard  it,  and  bis 
anger  was  kindled ;  and  the  fire  of  the  Lord 
burnt  among  them,  and  confiimed  thetti  who 
were  in  tlie  uttermoft  parts  of  the  camp.  This 
fire  was  (carcely  quenched,  at  the  interpofition 
of  Mofcs,  before  the  mixed  multitude,  and  e- 
vcn  the  whole  congregation  of  the  children  of 
Ilrael,  lulled  for  the  flefb,  the  cucumbers,  the 
melons,-  the  leeks,  and  the  garlic  of  Egypt  ; 
and,  at  the  faVne  time,  loathed  the  manna,  by 
wliich  they  had  been  fo  liberally  fupplied  in 

•     the 
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the  wiklenic&*.  God  gi'anted  their  defire^ 
lending  tliem  abundance  of  quails ;  but,  while 
the  flefti  wa$  between  their  teeth,  the  Lord 
iinote  them  with  a  great  plag^ie,  of  which 
many  died.  And  they  called  the  name  of  the 
place  KiB  JioTH-HATTAyi  VAH  :  That  is,  tlic 
Graves  of  Concupifccncc  ;  becaufe  there  tjiey 
buried  the  people  who  luftcd  'j^.  About  four 
months  after,  they  again  murmured  againft 
Mofes  and  Aaron,  as  well  as  fpuhe  of  Honing 
tlicin,  together  with  GaUb  and  Jofhua,  on  ac- 
c<nmt  of  the  evil  rfcpout.wliich  had  been  rejiun- 
cd  by  the  major  part  of  the  fpies  fent  to  fcarch 
out  the  promifed  land  :  Said  the^,  "  \Viould 
to  God  we- had  died  in  the  laud  of  Egypt;  or, 
would  to  Grod  wfj  had  died  ui  the  wild^ruefii. 
Wherefore  hath  the  Lqrtl  Iwought  us  imto  thia 
land,  to  fall  by  the  fword,  that  oUr  wives  and 
our  children  fliouldbe  a  prey?  Were  it  not 
better  for  us  to  return  to  Egypt  ?  I^et  us  make 
a  Captain  and  return  into  Egypt !''  As  if  they 
bad  not  been  long  enough  in  Egypt  aheady* 
The  punifbnent  which  God  inflicted  on  thp  un- 
believing lpie3  was  death  :  And  that  which  he 
infliAed  on  iiich  as  believed  them  was  depriva-f 
tion  of  entering  into  the  promifed  land.  Ac- 
cordingly, they  lingered  out  the  (pace  of  forty 
years  (commencing  at  their  departure  out  of 
Egypt,  a  year  for  each  day  the  Ipics  were  a- 
iurveying  die  promifed  land),  in  the  wildernefs; 

*  Numb:  XI.  4 — 6.       |  Kuinb.  xi.  51. — ^4. 

and, 
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and, during  this  fpace,  all  the  congregation  of 
lirael,  from  twenty  years  and  upward?,  fell, 
Except  Caleb  and  Joftma.  The  particular  pro- 
vidences which  bcfel  Ifrael)  and  their  rebellion 
againft  the  Lord,  for  the  firft  two  years  of  the 
forty,  are  pretty  folly  enumerated ;  tut  thofe 
which  befel  them  the  laft  thirty-eight  years 
^e  niore  (lightly  touched.  Among  their  pro- 
.  'Vocation^  and  plagues,  however,  which  obtain* 
ed  in  this  laft  period,  may  be  reckoned  the  re- 
bellion of  Korah,  and  Ifrael's  aflbciaticm  with 
Midian :  The  former  of  which  coft  that  con* 
-  gregation  near  fifteen  thoufand  men  ;  and  the 
latter  not  fewer  than  twenty-four  thoufand* 
There  were  probably  many  other'  provocations 
of  which  llrael  was  guilty,  during  their  forty 
years  peregrination ;  but  thefc  are  (uilicient  to 
ihew  the  patience  and  long-fuffering,  as  Mrell  as 
the  juitice  of  God,  in  his  condu<%  towards  them. 
And  each  of  them  was  an  evidence  of  the  di- 
vine fovereignty,  in  admitting  the  feed  of  (iich 
iinners  into  covenant  with  himfelf,  on  the  one 
hand  j  and,  on  the  other,  thefe  things  alfo  fill- 
ed up  that  confellion  of  fin  in  which  Ifrael  was 
employed  pi'ior  to  this  covenant-renovation  *. 

*■  Moibs  not  only  preaclued  on  their  tranigrcffionsy  as 
is  evident  from. the  former  parr  of  the  book  of  Deutero* 
nomy  ;  but  he  aKo  reminded  them  of  then*  TEMPTA- 
TIONS, by  which  they  tempted  the  Lord  immediately 
before  this  ti'anfa«5Uon,  Dent.  xxix.  3.  as  well  as  of  all 
God's  gracious  interpofitions  in  tlieir  behalf:  To  inipire 
them  with  repentance  on  the  one  band^  and  gratitude 
en  the  other. 

3.  This 
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3r  This  covenant-renovation  took  place  af- 
ter that  generation  had  been  removed  by  deaths 
^ich  God  had  brp\ight  forth  out  of  the  land 
of  Egypt.  God  had  executed  bis  threatening, 
itt  which  he  faid,  *'  Svirely  there  ftiaJl  not  one 
of  the(e  men>  of  this  evil  generation,  fee  the 
good  land>  which  I  fware  to  ^ve  unto  your 
fathers."  Seeing  tlie  former  race  of  covenant- 
ers were  removed,  it  was  proper  to  allow  the  then 
prefect  generation  an  opportunity  of  comring 
into  covenant,  to  fiU  i:qp  their  rooneu 

4.  ^His  covenant-renovation  obtained  af- 
ter Mo(es  had  delivered  various  fermons  to  the 
congtegatkm  of  Ifrael,  on  thofe  covenant-eiv- 
gagements  under  which  he  had  brought  them 
in  the  loins  of  their  fathers.  In  thcfe  difcourfes, 
which  Mofes*  delivered,  he  recorded  the  mat- 
ter of  the  covenant  *;  and  then  entered  into 
a  more  nrinute  explication  of  particular  articles. 
The  matter  of  the  covenant,  as  we  have  feea, 
is  the  ten  commandments.  The  firft  precept 
oi  it  he  explained  chapter  fixth  f ,  &c.  And 
thefe  articles  were  not  only  recited  and  ex- 
plained ;  but  alio  applied  unto  the  particular 

*  Dcut.  V.  6         21. 

t  See  AiniVorth's  Argipnent  of  the  book  of  Deutero* 
tiomy.  The  £econ4  precept  is  explained  chap.  xii.  The 
third,  chap.  xiii.  The  fourth,  chap.  xv.  and  xvi.  The 
fiftfi,  chap.  xvii.  and  xviii.  The'iixth,  chap,  xix,  rx, 
and  xxi.     The.  fcventh^  chap.  xxii.     The  eighth,  ^ap. 


XXUI^  XXXV,  XXV. 
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fteps  of  condinSt  with  which  Ifrael  wa^  charge- 
able :  And  their  tranfgreffions  of  thefe  articles 
were  matter  of  confelfion  at  this  time,  with  a 
view  unto  this  covenant-renovation.  By  this 
fermon,  Mofes  likeways  (ct  an  exampl/e  tinto 
minifters  of  the  gofpel,  in  all  fiiccceeling  ages, 
to  prepare  their  people  for  covenant-renova- 
tion, by  preaching  on  the  nature  and  extent 
of  paft  and  prefent  covenant-engagements. 
Many  in  our  day,  indeed,  are  extremely  "weary 
of  fermons  of  this  kind  ;  nor  would  they  have 
been  better  pleafed  had  they  made  a  part  of 
Mofes's  auditory  :  But  difcourfes  are  not  al- 
ways worft  when  men  weary  moft  of  them;  nor 
are  the  pleafcrs  of  men  always  the  moft  faith- 
ful fcrvants  of  the  living  Go<l. 

5.  Mos  Es  brought  Ifrael  forward  to  the  du- 
ty of  covenanting  juft  before  he  was  removed 
to  the  other  world.  He  began  his  fermon  on 
covenanting  on  the  firft  day  of  the  eleventh 
month  of  the  fonicth  year  after  the  children 
of  Ifrael  came  out  of  Egypt.  It  is  probable 
the  (ermon  continued  fevcral  days.  Agaluft 
the  end  of  the  month,  however,  Mofrs  died. 
He  brouglit  the  young  generation  under  per- 
fonal  engagements  xmto  the  Lord,  that  the 
congregation  might  be  left  on  a  proper  foot- 
ing to  Jofliua ;  and  fo  taught  the  fcrvants  of- 
God  tb  have  a  generous  concern,  not  only  for 
tjie  prefent,  bat  alfb  for  the  riiing  generation ; 

that 
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tliit  rate  unto  race  might  praife  him,  and  flicw 
forth  his  mighty  deeds. 

FOURTHLY^  We  fliall  confider  the  G  o  N- 
FIRMATIONS  of  this  TranfdiSlion. 

!•  It  was  difpenfed  by  Mofes,  and  accept- 
ed by  Ifrael ;  ^'  And  Mofes  called  all  Ifrael)  and 
faid  unto  them/^  &c.  ^'  And  Mofes  fpake  thefe 
words  unto  all  Ifrael*/^  As  the  congregation 
was  aflembled  for  this  purpofe  ;  fo  we  have  no 
rcafbn  to  imagine  that  any  of  them  refufed  to 
accept. 

2.  It  was,  I  humbly  judge,  a  Avrittert  cove- 
nant. I  readily  grant,  that  we  have  only  an 
abftravft  of  it  tranfmitted  to  us  :  But  no  reafon 
can  be  affigned,  I  prefumc,  why  it  fliould  not 
be  written  at  length,  as  well  as  the  two  fore- 
going, and  all  fucceeding  ones. 

3.  It  was  a  fwom  covenant.  This  is  plain- 
ly declared  by  the  infpired  hiftorian  :  "  That 
thou  fhouldft  enter  into  covenant  with  the 
Lord  thy  God,  and  into  his  oath.'*  Again, 
''  Neither  with  you  only  do  1  make  this  cove- 
nant, and  this  oath  j'.''     The  queftion  is,  By 

whom 

♦  Dent.  xxlx.  2.  compared  with  Dent,  xxxi*  t. 

t  This  manner  of  expreflion  is  nfnal  cnoligh  in  the 

Old  Tellanicnt,  as  in    Ecc.  \iiu  i.   **  I  coijnfel  thee  to 

3cccp  tjie  King's  commandment,  and  that  ijK  regard  of 

*         Z;5  thu 
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whom  was  it  fwom  ?  By  Ifracl,  or  by  Jehovah  ?* 
To  me  the  former  feems  evidently  intended  •, 
for  he  is  faid  to  enter  into  the  oath  of  the  Lord 
his  God,  which  cannot  \mp\y  Icfs  than  to  fwear 
it.  Nor  is  it  any  objeAion  againft  this  (cnfc, 
that  the  oath  is  called  his  oatli, — ^Jehovah's 
oath:  For  it  may  be  called  his,  as  it  was  of 
HIS  appointment,  as  well  as  including  an  ap- 
peal unto  his  omnifcience,  and  omnipotence,  to 
reward  fincerity,  and  chaftife  perfidy. 

The  laft  thing  propofed  is>  A  few  Re F leg- 
TioN^  on  the  whole. 

I .  W  E  may  learn  to  adore  divine  fovereignty, 
cfjiecially  in  God's  conduA  towards  his  Church 
and  people.  He  might  juftly  have  faid,  *'  What 
has  fuch  a  perfidious  generation  to  do  to  take 
my  covenant  in  their  lips  ?  Have  I  not  been 
grieved  by  you,  and  your  father*,  for  the  (pace 
.  of  forty  years  ?  But,  beyond  the  expeAation  of 
angels  and  men,  he  caufed  them  to  enter  into 
the  covenant  of  the  Lord  God  of  their  fathers^ 
*^  that  he  may  eftablifli  thee  to-day  for  a  peo- 
ple to  himfelf.''  What  a  people  is  this,  that 
God  Jhould  take  tliem  for  his  people!  AVhat 

fovcreignty  lias  he  difplaycd  to  this  prcfent  ge- 
neration of  covenanters? — Covenanters  (prung 

^he  OATH  OF  God."  The  ooth  of  loyalty  to  the  King 
is  flyled  the  oath  of  God  ;  as  he  is  the  objcci  of  worlhip, 
to  ivhom  the  appeal  is  madc^  and  by  whom  the.  allegi- 
suice  is  pledged. 

from 
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from  covenant-breakers  !  What  a  miracle  of 
forbearance  is  it,  that  this  generation  is  not 
confumed  !  There  is  fomething  fo  ftriking  in 
our  cafe,  that  it  fcems  even  to  exceed  that 
of  lirael  at  the  Plains  of  Moab  ;  yea,  it  has 
fcarce  a  parallel  in  the  annals  of  providence- 

2.  Covenanters  fliould  be  carefully  in- 
fti^udlcd  as  to  tliofe  vows  which  are  upon  them, 
in  order  to  prepare  them  for  covenant-renova- 
tion. This  is  well  warranted  by  the  conduct 
of  Mofes.  He  dwelt  upon  tlie  fubjeA  ; — he 
applied  it  unto  the  particular  circumftances  of 
his  audience  ; — he  laboured  to  the  utmoft  to 
make  them  underftand  it.  The  fubjecfl  was, 
every  whit,  as  complicated  and  difficult  as  the 
prefcnt  bond ;   but  Mofes  did  not  defpair  of 

making  a  fhipid  people  underftand  it. Some 

imagine  it  is  bell  to  keep  themfelves  free  (as 
they  fpcak)  when  tliey  are  free :  But,  were 
fuch  perfons  fuitably  inftruiSted,  as  to  what 
vows  are  upon  th«m,  they  would  fee,  tliat 
there  is  no  one  duty  from  which  they  can  be 
exempted,  by  ahflaining  from  covenanting. 
When  perfons  are  previoufly  under  folemn 
vows,  as  was  the  cafe  with  iGael ;  and  as  is 
the  cafe  with  us,  they  are  already  bmmd  unto 
every  duty:  and  nothing  but  the  formality  of  a 
perfonal  adherence  is  a-wanting.  The  obli- 
gation, however,  is  inviolable,  whether  we  ac- 
knowledge it  or  not; — whether  we  add  this 
perfonal  adherence  or  not. 

Z  z  2  3.  This 
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3.  This  fubjeA  difcovcrs  unto  us  the  true 
nature  of  covenant-renovation.  Covenant-re- 
novation neceffarily  preiiippofeth  an  acknow- 
ledgment of  all  previous  covenant-obligations; 
an  avowed  adherence  unto  thenij  with  an  ad- 
dition of  fuch  ai'ticlcs  as  prefent  circumftances 
dilate  to  be  requifite-  This  covenant  was  a 
renovation  of  all  the  patriarchal  covenants,  as 
well  as  the  two  Sinai  tranfadlions ;  And  it  con- 
tained an  application  of  them  unto  the  circum- 
ftances of  the  covenanters  then  prefent,  with 
fuch  alterations  as  fitted  their  peculiar  circum- 
ftances ;  being  a  people  ready  to  enter  on  the 
enjoyment  of  the  promifed  land.  Former  co- 
\  cnants  rcfpedled  chiefly  their  wandering  ftate; 
hut  this  had  a  principal  refpe6t  unto  a  fettled 
condition :  Hence,  there  were  fbme  things  in 
thefe  tranfaAions  unneceflary  in  this  one  ;  fuch 
as,  tlie  promifc  of  fafe  conduA  through  the 
wildemefs,  the  pillar  of  fire  and  the  pillar  of 
cloud  for  that  effed.  Thefe  were  fuperfeded 
by  the  promife  of  his  abode  in  the  place  which 
he  fhould  choofe  to  put  his  name  there,  and 
unto  which  he  would  aflemble  the  congrega- 
tion. 


DISSER- 
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ON        THE 


COVENANT  BETWEEN  GOD  and  ISRAEL, 

AT  SHECHEM. 

Josh.    xxiv.     i 28. 

IN  taking  a  view  of  this  Covenant,  Ifliall  fliew, 
— I.  By  whom  this  Covenant  was  Dilpcnfed. 
— ^n.  To  whom  it  was  Adminiftered. — 111.  I 
ihall  conficler  the  Matter  of  the  Covenant. — 
IV.  The  Occalions  of  it. — ^V.  The  SolcmnitieJi 
*by  which  it  wa3  Confirmed. — VI.  Concluding 
with  fome  Reflexions  on  the  whole. 

FIRST,  I  fliall  fliew  by  whom  this  Cove- 
nant was  Dispensed.  The  inlpircd  prophet 
aflures  us,  this  was  no  other  than  Joflma  : 
"  And  Joftiua  gathered  all  the  tribes  of  Krael 
together,  to  Shechem,"  &c.  '^  And  Joflina  faid 
unt,o  all  the  people*."     Joflma  was  a  great 


♦  Jofli,  xxiv.  I,  2. 
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general  and  a  juft  judge  j  but  thcfe  did  not 
exhauft  the  whole  of  his  charaAer :  He  was 
no  left  famous,  as  he  was  vefted  with  the  pro- 
phetic office  in  like  manner.  As  he  ruled  for 
God,  fo  he  (pake  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  : 
And  it  was  in  the  difcharge  of  the  prophetic 
office  that  he  difpenfed  this  covenant  to  the 
children  of  Ifrael.  This  is  evi<lent,  not  only 
from  his  uling  the  prophetic  ftyle,  "  thus  faith 
the  Lord  ;"  but  al(b  from  the  manner  in  which 
he  addrelfed  them  immediately  before  they 
gave  tlieir  conlcnt  unto  this  covenant.  He  did 
not  iflue  forth  this  covenant  as  a  royal  edicl: 
from  a  fupreme  magiftrate  ;  but  he  addreflcd 
their  confcience,  and  commanded  tliem  to 
make  a  choice  according  to  it :  "If  it  feem 
evil  unto  you  to  ferve  the  Lord,  choofe  ye  this 
day  whom  ye  will  ferve*,"  From  this  confi- 
deration  it  is  plain,  that  Jofhua's  covenant  was 
not  a  political  one, — <leligned  for  the  regula- 
tion of  the  ftate  ;  but  a  religious  one, — intend- 
ed for  the  pjefcrvation  and  purity  of  the* 
Church  f. 

SECONDLY,  I  fiiall  now  ftiew  to  whom  this 
Covenant  w  as  Administered:    And  thefc 

*  Jofli.  xxiv.  15. 

+  Jler.  WJtf.  dc  Projilietia,  cap.  xrHi.  Thef.  7-  "  I^«- 
Snde  id  qito(]iie  nolaiiduin,  piaphetico  impiilfu  oimiia 
hacc  a  }olua  pcrac^a  fnific.  Inchoat  cnhn  orarioncm 
fuam  fonniila  prophctis  folenni.  SIC  AIT  JEHOVA, 
et  Jcliovam  ipfum  priina^  ut  almit  giajiiniaticf;  pcrfona 
loqueutem  intrgducit.  ' 

were 
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tterc,  "  The  Elders  of  the  people^^their 
Heads, — ^their  Judges, — their  Officers, — and 
ALL  the  People*/'  All  thefe  orders  of  per- 
fbns  have  been  confidered  formerly,  except 
tbofe  who  arc  ftyled  Judges  f.  The  title 
was  applied  unto  the  chief  niagiftratc  until  Is- 
rael {ought  a  King ;  but,  in  the  text,  it  is  evi- 
dently applied  to  inferior  magiftrates.  A  learn- 
ed commentator  explains  it  of  lach  as  were  like 
LIVING  LAWS  unto  the  citizens  J.  And  a  fa- 
mous antiquarian,  deeply  (ludied  in  the  He* 
brew  republic,  reckons  they  were  prefeAs  in 
cities  ;  and  this  was  their  common  name,  whe- 
ther in  a  lower,  or  in  a  liigher  fphere ;  whe- 
ther entrulted  with  a  more  limited,  or  more 
cxtenfive  power:  He  alfo  obferves,  that  they 
were  called  out  from  among  the  elders  for  the 
difchargc  of  that  office  § . 

THIRDLY,  I  (hall  now  confider  the  Ma  T  t  E  r 
of  this  Covenant :  And  it  confifts  in  a  propofal 
made  by  Jofliua,  and  the  acceptance  of  that 
propofal  by  Ifrael,  with  a  rcfblution  to  abide 
by  it. 

I.  "We  have  a  propofal  which  Jofhua  made 
unto  all  Ifrael, — a  propofal  exprclfed  and  in- 
fifted  on  by  him :   '*  And  if  it  feem  evil  imto 

*  Jofh.  xxiy.  I.  f  D^DS^,  Shophetim. 

I  Mafius  in  Jo&.  xxiii.  2.  §    Leidekker  dc  Rcpnb. 

Hcb.  Libr  VII.  cap.  L  5  4.  cum  notis. 

'       ^  you 
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you  to  fel-ve  the  Lord,  choofe  ye^  this  day^ 
whom  ye  will  ferve  :  whether  the  gods  which 
your  fathers  (erved  that  were  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  flood  ;  or  the  gods  of  the  Amorites,  in 
whofe  land  ye  now  dwell ;  but  as  for  me,  and 
my  houfc,  we  will  ferve  tlie  Lord/'  And  when 
Ifrael  accepted  of  the  propofal,  he  indfled  on 
the  extent  and  importance  of  it, — infifting  aUb 
on  the  danger  of  failing  in  their  engagements: 
*'  And  Joflma  faid  unto  the  people,  Ye  cannot 
ferve  the  Lord  :  for  he  is  an  holy  God ;  he  is, 
a  jealous  God ;  he  will  not  forgive  your  tranf- 
greffions,  nor  your  fins.  If  ye  forfake  the  Lord, 
and  ferve  ftrange  gods,  then  he  will  turn  and 
do  you  hurt,  and  confume  you,  after  that  he 
hath  done  you  good  *."  Here  I  may  obferve, 
more  particularly, 

I.  The  Duties  unto  which  Jofhua  engaged 

the  Ifi'aelites.   They  are, Heart-inclination 

unto  God:  "  Incline  your  heart  unto  the  Lord 
God  of  Ifrael  f.*'  This  duty  is  laft  mentioned 
by  Jofhua,  but  it  is  firft  intended;  being  the 
foundation  of  all  that  are  fpecificd  :  And  it  is 
cxpreflive  of  the  fouVs  entire  and  unrcferved 
compliance  with  God's  gracious  propofals  in 
his  promifc,  which  contains  a  full  and  complete 
falvation ; — with  all  his  holy  precepts,  as  the 
meafure  of  obedience  ; — and  all  the  methods 
of  his  providence,  for  their   guidance   in  the 

*  Joih.  xxiv.  ly,  20.         f  J^fl*-  ^odr.  73. 

world  • 
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World.  Inclination  of  heart  Unto  Jehovah >  de- 
notes faith^s  propcnfity  towards  him,  as  its 
great  chjcA ; — -faith^s  reft  in  him,  and  its  influ- 
ence over  all  the  affe^ons  of  the  fonl.- — — Jo- 
flma  engaged  them  to  **  fear  the  Lord*.**  Even 
inch  fear  as  is  confiftent  with  heart-inclination 
to  the  objeA  of  it.  Fear  fbmetimes  compre- 
hends the  whole  of  Old  Teftament  fervice  ;  as 
iear  was  gready  predominant  in  tha^  difpenfa- 
tion :  But  here  it  is  diflinguiAied  from  obedi- 
ence ;  of  confequence,  taken  in  a  more  limited 
ienfe.  It  imports  that  filial  reverence  which 
has  the  holmefs  and  jealoufy  of  God  for  the 
ol]^e(il  of  it ;  as  appears  from  Joftiqa's  propo- 
fing  thefe  perfe<Stions  unto  their  confideration. 
——Another  duty,  unto  which  Jofhua  took  11^ 
iracl  engaged,  was,  to  put  away  every  ftrange 
god,  whether  they  were  the  gods  of  Egypt, 
from  whence  they  came,  or  the  gods  of  Ca- 
naan, where  they  were  now  fettled,  or  the 
domcftic  idols  which  might  have  been  conceal- 
ed till  that  time  among  them,  notwithftanding 
their  engagements  againft  idolatry  f.  Such 
is  the  fervour  of  God's  jealoufy  for  his  worfhip 
and  honour,  that  the  worfhip  of  the  true  God 
tod  that  of  Baal  can  never  coalefce  into  one 
iyftcm. Joftiua  engaged  them  unto  the  fer- 
vice and  worfhip  of  the  ti-ue  God  :  "  Serve  him 
in  fincerity  and  truth/' — ^^'  Choofe  ye  this  day 
whom  ye  will  ferve  J.'*     The  meafure  of  this 

•  Joft.  xxiv.  14.  t  Jofli.  jcdv,  14,  15. 

1  Jofh.  xidv,  14,  15. 

X  f        A  a  a  (crvice 
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fcrvice  was  the  Mofaic  law :  Nor  was  Joflma^# 
language  greatly  different  from  that  of  Mofes^ 
when  he  preached  on  covenanting.  Said  Mch 
fes,  "  Thoo  fhalt  fear  the  Lord  thy  God,  and 
SERVE  him,  and  fwear  by  his  name:"^  And 
*'  Thou  flialt  fear  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  him 
(halt  thou  (erve  :  and  to  him  (halt  thoo  deave, 
and  fwear  by  his  name  ♦.'^  Now,  as  Jofhua 
nfed  fimilar  terms,  we  may  conclude,  he  alfo 
fixed  iimilar  ideas  to  them  with  Mofes,  and 
was  advancing  the  woiic  which  Mofes  had  be** 
gun. 

2.  We  may  notice  the  manner  in  which 
Jofhua  infifts  on  this  propofal :  ^  If  it  feem  e^ 
vil  to  you  to  ferve  the  Lord,  choofe  you  thit 
day  whom  ye  will  ferve  f/^  This  manner  of 
propofal  was  intended  to  (farike  them  with  the 
deeper  convi<%on  cf  thekr  obligations  to  (erve 
God,  on  the  one  hand  ;  and  the  abfiirdity  c£ 
for(aking  him  on  the  other.  Jo(hua  was  folly 
peHuaded,  that,  if  they  could  but  once  be 
brought  to  judge  the  matter  with  impartiality, 
the  effcii  of  their  deliberations  would  be,  a  de- 
termination for  God,  and  againft  every  idol* 
Joflma  was  alfi>  dire&ed  unto  this  method  of 
propofal,  as  God  inclines  aH  covenantors  to 
offer  themfelves  willingly,  or  free  willingnctifes 
unto  him.  Again,  Joflma  p€»inted  out  the  difli- 
culty  of  ferving  God  in  a  manner  fuited  to  iM 

♦  DqjU.  vL  13.  and  x,  20.       f  Jofli.  xxir.  r^. 

holinefs^ 
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holinefs,  on  the  one  hand ;  and  the  danger  of 
fcrving  ftrange  gods  on  the  other :  "  Ye  can- 
not fenre  the  Lord :  for  he  is  an  holy  God  ;  he 
is  a  jealous  God  ;  he  will  not  forgive  yoiu* 
tranfgreflfions,  nor  yoin*  fins.  If  ye  for  fake  the 
Lord,  and  ferve  ftrange  gods,  then  he  will 
turn  and  do  you  hurt,  and  confume  you,  after 
that  he  hath  done  you  good  *.?  Should  any 
aUc,  How  this  warning  confifts  with  the  former 
propolal  to  ferve  God  ?  It  may  be  anfwered. 
That  the  meaning  of  the  warning  is,  Ye  can- 
not lerve  the  Moft  High  God,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  ferve  ftrange  gods :  Such  is  the  unfpotted 
purity  of  Jehovah, — fiich  his  flaming  jealousy, 
that  he  camiot  admit  a  rival  in  his  honour  and 
worfliip.*  If  any  of  you  forfake  the  true  God, 
and  ferve  ftrange  gods,  he  fhall  not  do  it  with 
impunity :  Shoidd  the  whole  congregation  do 
it,  their  corre^iou  ftiall  be  as  public  as  their 
tranfgreflion.  In  one  word,  Joftiua  fet  them 
a  good  pattern  of  Icrvice  :  **  As  for  me,  an<l 
tay  houfe,  we  will  ferve  the  Lord/'  He  was 
pift  all  peradventure,  that  this  was,  by  much, 
the  beft  courfe/ 

*  Jo/h.  xxiv.  19.  ao.  There  is  a  fignal  beauty  in  the 
iofpired  original^  efpccially  when  fpeakiiig  of  the  name 
oFGod.  It  is  to  this  pi^rpofe,  **  Ye  cannot  ferve  Jeho- 
vah ;  for  Elohltrt,  the  Holies,  is  he,"  &c.  The  terms 
O^ttnp  nnht  ai-e  joined  in  c©nftru\5lion  with8*«^TT.  The 
former  are  in  the  plural  number,  importing  a  plurality 
of  perfons  ;  the  latter  in  the  lingular  number,  denoting 
an  unity  of  eflence. 

A  a  a  2  U.  As 
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II*  As  often  as  thefe  duties  .were  px>po(ed 
to  the  congregation,  fo  often  did  they  accept 
of  the  propofal,  and  refolve  to  abide  by  it. 

1 .  Th  e  y  rejcifled,  with  abhorrence,  the  fer- 
vice  of  the^gods  which  their  fathers  ferved  ctti 
the  other  fide  of  the  flood,  and  that  of  the 
gods  of  the  Amoritcs  :  "  And  the  people  an- 
fwercd  and  faid,  God  forbid  that  we  (bould 
forfake  the  Lord,  to  ferve  other  gods."  This 
cannot  imply  lefs  than  an  engagement  unto  a 
moft  fteady  adherence  unto  him, — ^unto  his 
truth,  as  tl^e  matter  of  their,  profeflion ;  and 
his  precepts,  as  die  rule  of  their  obedience. 

2.  Wh  EN  JoQiua  pointed  out  the  danger  of 
mixing  the  fervice  of  the  true  God  with  that 
of  liis  rivals,  they  readily  vowed  their  rcfola« 
tion  of  obedience  unto  God  only :  '^  And  the 
people  faid  unto  Jofhua,  Nay ;  but  we  will 
ferve  the  Lord :"  VV^e  will  ftrve  him  only;  we 
will  ferve  him  wholly,  and  for  ever.  We  will 
fci-ve  him  at  the  expenfe  of  cailing  away  every 
abomination — ^What  have  we  any  more  to  do 
with  idols  i 

3.  They  pledged  the  obedience  of  faith, 
yea  faith,  in  the  moft  unreferved  manner,  unto 
the  whole  of  God's  teftimony.  The  Lord  our 
God  will  we  fefve,  and  his  voice  will  we  obey." 
Thus,  the  meafurc  of  their  obedience,  the  prin* 
ciple  of  it,  and  the   reafon  it,  correfpondcd 

with 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DISSERTATION    VU.  373 

with  God's  gracious  intention  towards  them, 
and  the  p»is  he  had  bellowed  on  them. 

FOURTHLY,  The  next  confideration  is, 
The  OccA  8 IONS  of  this  Covenant.  And  many 
mo&  intereiting  events  obtained  between  this 
tranfa^^on  and  that  on  the  Plains  of  Moab, 
which  prepared  the  way  for  it.  "We  (hall  men- 
tion a  few  of  them. 

1.  The  waters  of  Jordan  had  been  moft 
miracolonfly  divided,-  and  the  Hebrew  gene- 
ral had  condut^cd  the  congregation  of  Ifrpel 
over,  as  on  dry  ground^  into  the  promif^d^Ml^: 
This  miracle  was,  at  cmce,  an  accomplShroent 
of  the  •  proitiife  made  unto  'Abraham,  and  a 
type  of  the  bcUever's  deliverance  from  the  fting 
of  death,  by  the  Bue^ker's  going  up  before 
thcm« 

2.  T»is  covenant-renovation  took  place 
after  the  notable  celebration  of  the  Jewifli  fa* 
craments.  Thefe  ordinances  had  not  been 
obfervcd  for  the  laft  thirty-eight  years  of  If- 
raePs  peregrinations  in  the  wildemefs.  The 
reafons  of  this -non-obfervance  are  not  eafily 
afcertained.  Setting  afide  the  vaii>  imagina- 
tions of  the  Jews,  there  arc  two  opinions  which 
divide  the  greateft  part  of  authors  on  this  liib- 
jeA,  One  clafs  of  writers  imagine  thcfc  were 
forebom,  becaufe  of  the  ganger  to  which 
infants  wqo^    have    been    e2j;porcU    by   their 

MCiuids, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


374  DISSERTATION    VH. 

wounds,  had  they  been  circumctfcd,  whfle  con- 
tinually travelling  from  place  to  place  in  the 
wildenicfs*.  Another  clafs  of  authors  "j*  a* 
fcribe  the  non-obfervaiice  of  this  olxluiance  un- 
to the  apoftacy  pf  Ifrael,  on  the  one  hand; 
and  the  righteous  judgment  of  God  on  the  o- 
ther.  The  negleA  of  circuqiciiion  being  nc- 
ceflarily  followed  with  the  difufe  of  the  paflb* 
ver,  and  other  facrifices  ;  for  unctrcuaocifed 
perfons  could  not  be  admitted  to  thefe  ordi- 
nances :  And  the  negleA  of  facrifice  was  mat- 
ter of  reproof  to  their  pofterity  as  late\as  the 
days  of  the  prophet  Amos :  "  Have  ye  oStred 
xmi^ime  facrifices  and  offerings  in  the  wilder- 
neft^  O  hoafe  of  Jirael  ij:  /'  And  the  reproof 
is  aljfo  repeiited  by  Stephen  §•  The  only  diffr 
ciJty  is,  to  know  whether  this  reproof  rauft  be 
taken  ablblutely  or  comparatively.  SoHie  avh 
thors,  of  good  note,  infiuuate,  that  the  laft  is 
the  truth  in  this  cafe ;  as  it  is  not  to  be  fiip- 
pofed  that  fuch  a  perfon  a«  Motes  would  fufer 
them  to  live  fo  long  in  the  tM^l  PQgle^'of 
thefe  duties.  But  no  one  thing  can  be  more 
certain,  than  that  Mofe^  permitted  them   to 

*  To  this  clafs  belong  Toftatus  and  ;Ljr2aiiis,  among 
the  Papills ;  Hackfpanus^  Schmidius,  and  J.  A.  Ofiandcr, 
among  the  Lutheraiis  ;  as  well  as  Pool  and  Stackhoufe^ 
among  our  own  countrymen. 

f  Such  as  Auguflin,  Calvin,  Mafius,  Diodati,  Cloppcn- 
burg,  the  ^neftion  is  fully  difcnflcd  by  the  latter^  Toni. 
I.  p.  25. 


$  Amos  V.  2 J.'  i  Ad5Tii.*4'2. 
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flegle«3:  circamcifion^  and  uncircumcifed  pcr- 
Ibns  could  not  <^er  facrifice.  And,  as  to  thofe 
persons  who  nnu-mured,  they  were  materially^ 
if  not  formally,  excommunicated ;  therefore^ 
Mo(es  toxAd  not  admit  them  unto  folemn  or- 
dinances upon  any  other  footing  than  evange^ 
fical  repentance. 

3-  This  covenant  obtained  after  God  had 
fubdued  the  Canaamtes  before  his  people,  and 
pBt  Ifrael  into  pofleflion  of  their  lands*  This 
conqueft  had  been  promifed  unto  the  covenant- 
ed-feed, from  the  very  call  of  Abraham  to  this 
time*  Now,  if  the  making  of  fnch  a  promifc 
was  an  incitement  unto  covcnantrrenbvation, 
much  more  might  the  fulfilment  of  it  in  like 
manner.  The  place  on  which  the  covenanters 
ftood  was  the  fame,  or  very  iicar  the  fame 
place,  where  the  patriarch  flood  when  the  pro* 
mife  was  made  to  him*.  Thus,  God  glori- 
fied 

•  Gen.  xli  6.  Jofh.  3cxiv.  r.  The  ark  reeins  to  have 
been  carried  from  Shiloh  to  Shechem  at  this  time,  that 
the  covenanters  might  ftand  before  God  ;  that  is,  before 
the  Sanctua&y  op  the  Lord,  when  they  covenanted 
with  him.  Vide  Calvin  in  Jofti.  xxiv.  This  obfervation 
is  fttfficient  to  remove  the  (eeming  contradidlion  between 
wfe  I.  and  verfc  36.  In  the  former  of  which,  the 
tribes  of  lHael  are  faid  to  be  gathered  together  at  She- 
chem :  In  the  latter  of  which,  Jofhua  is  faid  to  fet  np  a 
great  ftone  nnder  an  oak,  by  the  Sanctuary  op  the 
Lord  ;  and  to  declare  unto  the  people,  ^^  Behold,  this 
ftone  fhall  be  a  witnefs  unto  ua."  Again,  It  may  be  en- 
quired, If  the  Saaw^uarj'  of  the  Lord  was  at  Shechem, 

How 
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fied  Ws  veracity,  in  bringing  his  prondufd  td 
their  remembrance  in  the  fame  place  where 
*  Abraham  had  glorified  it  in  believing^  it. 

4.  Trill  covenant  .was  made  a  little  before 
Joftraa's  death.  He  was  well  flrickea  in  years 
before  he  aflembled  the  congregation  for  this 
fblemn  work  :  Like  Mofes,  probably,  he  called 
theiti  to  it  in  the  laft  year  of  his  life.  Uke 
I  him  too,  he  much  wiflied  ^hat  Ifrael  might 
,  be  in  a  Aonrifliing  ftate,  as  to  their  religious 
circumftances,  at  his  demife  :  Therefore,  he 
iet  about  this  ordinance,  as  the  means  of  their 
eilabHfliment :  **  And  it  came  to  pais,  after 
thede  things,  that  Jolhua  the  (on  of  Nun,  the 
fervant  of  the  Lord,  died ;  being  an  hundred 
and  ten  years  old." 

How  could  it  be  fet  up  near  a  grove,  or  an  oak ;  fteiiig, 
Deut.  xvi.  21.  Ifrael  is  expreisly  proliibited  from  plant- 
ing a  grove,  or  any  tre^s^  near  the  altar  of  the  Lord  i 
Aufwer,  An  occa£onal  bringing  of  the  Sancfluary  nigh 
unto  an  ancient  x>ak  (which  was  a  memorial  of  former 
manifeftations  and  coveMnts),  and  that  for  a  very  fliort 
time^  did  not  come  within  the  prohibition.  The  reafon 
of  this  prohibition  feems  to  be,  that  Ifrael  might  main- 
tain a  teftimony  againH:  the  idolatrons  cuflom  of  plant- 
ing groves,  for  temples  tinto  idols.  It  is  plain,  from 
many  places  of  Scripture,  that  idolaters  worihipped  their 
gods  in  groves,  and  under  every  green  t:RS£.  And 
Pliny  aflhres  us  of  the  fame,  Hift.  Lib.  XII.  cap.  i.  The 
Second  Law  of  tlic  twelve  tables  concerning  religion, 
esprefsJy  commanded  that  which  Mofes  prohibited. 

FIFTHI^y, 
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FIFTHLY,  The  Solemn  it  iejs  by  which 
this  Covenant  was  confirmed,  muft  be  confidcr- 
ed  in  the  next  place. 

1 .  Jos  H  u A  took  them  witncfles  agaiiift  each 
other,  in  cafc  of  covenant-violation :  ^'  And 
Jofl^ua  faid  unto  the  people,  Ye  arc  witnelFes 
againft  yourfclves,  that  ye  have  chofen  you  the 
Lord  to  ferve  him:  And  they  faid,  AVe  are 
witnefles  *J'  All  ibcia]  worftiip  has  this  lolem- 
nity.  In  focial  vows,  each  covenanter  is  a 
witnefs  againft  his  neighboui*  in  cafe  of  cove- 
nant-violation :  And  the  convcrfation  of  fuch 
as  in  any  meafure  keep  their  vows,  as  well  as 
the  remembrance  of  thofe  vows  themfelves 
(which  is  prefer ved  by  the  very  fight  of  iFellow- 
covenanters),  cannot  but  fh*ike  the  apoflate 
with  the  bittereft  remorfe.  Hence  apoftates, 
who  have  been  covenanters,  have  a  keener 
malice  and  enmity  againflfuch  as  retain  their  ' 
integrity,  than  any  other  fpecies  of  the  ene- 
niies  of  religion  whatever*.  None  have  been 
nibre  cruel  perfccutors  than  apoflatizing  cove- 
nanters. ( 

2.  This  covenant  was  ratified  by  wiuting: 
'^  And  Jofhua  wrote  thefe  words  in  the  book 
of  the  law  of  Godf.''  The  three  preceding 
covenants  were  all  committed  to  writing  j  and 

♦  Joili,  XXIV.  22.  f  Joih  3gdv.  26. 

*         B  b  b  cither 
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cither  this  covenant,  or  an  abiftra<^  of  it,  was 
regiftered  along  with  them.  The  book  in 
which  they  were  regiftered  was  laid  up  betide 
the  ark,  in  the  nioft  lioly  place. 

3.  Josh  UA  fet  up  a  monument  for  the  com- 
memoration and  confirmation  of  this  covenant 
in  like  manner :  "  And  Jofhua  took  a  great 
ftone  and  fet  it  up  there  under  an  oak,  that 
was  by  the  SanAuary  of  the  Loi-d.  And  Jo- 
ftiua  faid  unto  all  the  people,  Behold,  this  ftone 
fliall  be  a  witnels  unto  us ;  for  it  hath  heard 
all  the  words  of  the  Lord  which  he  hath  fpoken 
unto  us :  it  ftiall  be,  therefore,  a  witnefs  unto 
you,  left  ye  deny  your  God  *.''  The  stone 
is  faid  to  hear  by  a  profopopeia,  in  order  un- 

*  Jofh.  xxiv.  26,  27.  Wc  have  already  fecuy  that  Ja- 
cob er€«fled  a  monument  on  a  fimilar  occafion  (Diflert. 
IV.):  Jacob's  pillar,  however,  was  at  once  an  altar  and 
a  monument ;  but  this  was  intended  to  be  a  monument 
only.  Monuments  were  alfo  ufed,  in  ancient  times,  for 
the  ratification  of  civil  contradis  ;  as  in  the  covenant  be- 
tween Jacob  and  Laban  (Gen.  xxxi.  45 — 51):  And  alfo 
Ijetween  Romulus  and  Tatius,  rivrm  mfMntt  k»)  fi^if^vT  it* 
Twr  •fK%tT  tifvrtif^  Jurarunt  in  h«c  mutuo  (Romulus  ct  Ta- 
tius, viz.)    ET    JURATI    ARAS    IN    SUPER    EXTRUXERANT. 

Dion.  Halicamaft.  Lib.  II.  Nor  was  this  me  unknown 
in  our  weftem  ifles,  in  later  times  :  *'  Ad  lacvam  Carron- 
tis  duo  terreni  funt  tumuli,  hominum  opera  (ut  res  itidi- 
cat)  aedificati.  vulgo  Duuipacis  appellantur."  Buchan. 
Hift.  (mihi  p.  i^.)  On  the  left  hand  of  Carron  there 
are  two  fmall  hills  made  of  earth,  by  man's  hand  (as  the 
thing  ilfelf  fliews)  commonly  called  Duni  pacis,  i«  ^• 
Emblems  of  Reconciliation. 

to 
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to  remembrance:  As  if  Jqlhua  had  (aid,  How- 
ever this  day's  work  be  remembered  by  you, 
this  ftone  will  be  a  faithful  remembrancer  of 
it.  Every  one  who  enquires,  wherefore  it  was 
ftt  up,  will  be  anfwered,  It  was  ere^fted  when 
Ifracl  dedicated  therafelves  unto  the  I-ord  by 
the  miniftry  of  Joffaua.  It  will  be  a  witnefs  to 
'  their  honour,  upon  keeping  covenant ;  and  to 
their  Ihame,  in  cafe  of  violation  of  it.  This 
is  ftrongly  iniinuated  in  the  text :  "  It  (hall  be 
a  witnefles  against  you;"  for  fo  1  would 
choofe  to  render  it  *.  This  will  inftruA  your 
guilt,  fliould  any  of  you  prefui-pte  to  deny  it ;. 
for  witnefles  are  chieHy  neceflary  when  things 
arc  controverted. 

SIXTHLY,  I  fliall  now  conclude  this  Tub- 
Jed  with  a  few  He  flections. 

I.  We  may  fee  the  neceffity  of  felf-exami- 
nationunto  (oleum  covenantingr  Pcrfonsfhould 
count  the  coft,  piior  to  tlicir  putting  tlicir  hand 
unto  tliis  JMiilding :  They  ought  to  weigh  mat- 
ters fully  in  the  balance  of  the  San43:uary,— ta 
deliberate,  with  the  moft  mature  deliberation, 
as  ever  they  would  not  devour  that  which  is 
hojy,   ami   after   vows  make    enquiry.       How 

♦  Pagnin remlers  CD3i  contra  vos;  Arias  Montanus^ 
IN  vos,  which  is  of  the  fame  figiiificatioii  :  And  it  were 
eafy  to  ikew,  tliat  the  prefix  admits  of  this  fenfe. 

B  b  b   2  much 
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much  pains  did  JoQiua  take  to  bring  thefe  co* 
venanters  unto  ferious  conlideration  of  the  na- 
ture and  extent  of  their  engagements.  The 
matters  propofed  were  of  infinite  concern  ; 
therefore,  worthy  of  every  degree  of  attention 
of  which  a  human  foul  is  capable.  Precipita- 
tion in  vowing  cannot  fail  to  precipitate  the 
perfon  in  covenant-violation  ;  while  delibera- 
tion and  felf-examination  may,  by  the  bleffing 
of  God,  be  the  means  of  preventing  it. 

2.  Right  Covenanting  is  au  aft  of  volun- 
tary obedience.  It  is  the  fruit  of  free  choice* 
Jolhua  carried  the  civil  fword  ;  but,  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  he  ufed  tlie  fword  of  his  tongue  inftead 
of  the  fword  in  his  hand.  He  addrelfcd  the 
confcience  inftead  of  the  fears  of  the  congre- 
gation of  Ifiael, — perfuading  themrt  was  their 
l^cft  intereft,  as  well  as  their  indilpenfible  duty. 
Every  thing  on  the  part  of  God  is  moft  en- 
couraging;  God  is  willing  to  bring  back  his 
bankhed  ;  he  has  fent  his  Son  to  invite  them, 
and  his  Spirit  to  incline  them :  Well,  there- 
fore, may  they  fay,  '^  Ere  ever  I  was  aware, 
my  foul  made  me  as  the  chariots  of  a  willing 
people.'^ 

3.  Good  examples  have  great  influence  to 
procure  ready  obedience.  Jofliua's  example 
was  as  excellent  as  his  ftation  was  elevated; 

And 
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And  reHarion  continued  to  flourifh  for  fome  time- 
after  Ills  death.  Both  his  doArine  and  ex- 
ample were  fttcceeded  with  the  divine  bledlng: 
And  religion  brought  to  as  flourifliing  a  condi- 
tion as  at  any  time  before  the  minifti-y  of  the 
Baptift.  There  Avas  not  only  much  religion  a- 
mong  thbfe  whom  Mofcs  trained  up  by  his  mi- 
niftry,  which  continued  all  the  days  of  Jolhua; 
but  it  alfo  retained  its  vigour  all  the  days  of 
thole  Elders  who  were  his  cotemporaries  ? 
**  The  people  fcrvcd  the  Lord  all  the  days  of 
Joflma,  and  all  the  days  of  the  Elders  that  out- 
lived Jofhua^'* 

4.  As  all  divine  (ervice  is  founded  oA  the 
natui'e  of  God ;  ih  a  Special  conlideration  o^ 
his  infinite  perfec^lions  is  greatly  rcquifite  unto 
the  right  performance  of  obedience.  The  ho- 
Hnefi  of  God  marks  the  nature  of  our  fei-vicc: 
The  jealouly  of  God  excludes  every,  the  fmall- 
eft,  degree  of  hypocrify  from  it :  The  re<:l:oral 
juftice  of  God  lets  his  intcreft  and  tliat  of  his 
rivals  at  eternal  odds ;  fo  that  none  may  dream 
of  uniting  them  with  impunity.  The  mercy 
of  God  encourages  the  miferable  to  approach 
him  J  and  the  divine  plan  of  atonement  opens 
a  door  of  accefs  unto  the  guilty.  On  the  o- 
ther  hand,  a  great  part  of  the  corruption  which 
creeps  into  the  worfliip  of  God  originates  in 
miftaken  notions  of  divine  perfciftions,  or  inat- 
tention unto  tliem.     DcfccTion  and   apollacy 

ufually 
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uiually  begins  in  imagining  God  to  be  fuch  a 
^  one  as  ourfclves  ;  then  it  is  not  difficult  to  ima- 
gine that  he  will  approve  of  what  we  execute 
or  devife.  Perfons  giving  fcope  to  their  own 
inventions,  in  the  worfhip  of  God,  are  ufually 
mightily  pleafed  with  them ;  and  they  con- 
clude, that  God  cannot  be  difpleafed  with 
thefe  things  which  arc  fo  pleafing  to  them-: 
felves.  At  any  rate,  if  perfons  do  not  change 
the  gloiy  of  the  incorruptible  God  into  their 
own  likenefs ;  it  is  necefTary  for  them  to  hide 
various  divine  perfeAions  from  their  view,  if 
they  continue  in  rebellion  againft  him ;  fuch 
as  his  jealoufy,  his  holinefs,  his  faithfulnefs 
and  truth,  as  well  as  his  righteoufnefs  and  ju- 
ftice.  Nor  are  finners  more  difpofed,  by  nature, 
to  truft  his  mercy,  for  their  encouragement^ 
than  to  contemplate  his  majefly  for  their  awa- 
kenhig. 
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O    N       T    B    £ 

COVENANT  BETWEEN  GOD  and  ISRAEL, 

BT  THE  MINISTRY  OF  DAVID. 

iChron.  xxviii.  8.  comp.  with  2  Sam.  vii.  i  i — 22, 
and  1  Gliron.xvii.  7 — 27. 

A  DILIGENT  attendance  unto  the  peculiar 
circumftances  of  the  Jewi(h  Church  is 
greatly  requifite  unto  the  right  underflanding 
of  this  Tranfadlion.  I  fliall, — ^I.  Confider  the 
glorious  Party  to  whom  they  engaged. — U^ 
Attend  unto  the  CharaiEler  of  tlie  Party  en- 
gaging.— ^ni.  The  Covejiant  between  God  and 
David. — ^IV.  The  Connexion  between  this  Co- 
venant and  that  Tranfailion. — V.  David's  Mi- 
niftration  in  this  TranlaAion. — ^VL  The  Mat- 
ter of  this  Covenant. — ^Vll.  The  Occafions  of 
it. — ^VIII.  The  Confirmations  of  it. — ^And  tlicn 
deduce  a  few  Infei^nces  from  the  whole. 

FIRST, 
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FIRST,  Ifhallconfider  the  gloriotis  Party 
unto  whom  the  covenanters  engaged  ill  thjs 
Tranfa^ftion.  He  is  denominated,  '^  Our  God/ 
and  "  the  Lord  your  God."  When  ifracl  cove- 
nanted with  God,  m  the  days  of  Mofes,  he  is 
ftyled,  "  the  Lord  Cod  of  Abraham,  ifaac,  and 
Jacob  ;*'  nor  was  that  charai5ler  forgotten  on 
this  occafion :  Said  David,  '*  O  Lord  God  of 
Abraham,  Ifliac,  and  Ifrael,  our  fathers,  keep 
this  for  ever  in  the  imagination  of  the  thoughts 
of  the  fieart  of  this  people,  and  prepare  their 
heart  unto  thee*/'  This  was  an  intimation, 
not  obfcure,  that  he  was  a  God  in  covenant 
with  them  previous  unto  their  per fonal  engage- 
ments iinto  him :  That  he  was  ftill  accomplifli- 
ing  his  promife  made  unto  thefc  patriarchs ; 
laying,  "  I  will  be  a  God  unto  thee,  and  to 
thy  feed  after  thee/'  It  muft  be  obferved, 
however,  that  he  flood  in  the  relation  of  Gop 
UNTO  THAT  cioi^G n E G A T I o N,  when  they  Co- 
venanted with  him  at  this  time.  The  cove- 
nant between  God  and  Ifrael  as  a  conpresra- 
tion,  being  later  than  that  l^etween  him  and 
the  patriarchs.  The  Spirit  of  God  direAed 
David  to  take  up  with  that  charaiHier  which  be- 
longed unto  the  lateft  tranfaction,  to  fliew  that 
the  Church  flioukl  take  up  with  ihe  latefl:  ftate 
of  that  tertimony  which  belongs  unto  her  ; 
and  profecute  the  ends  of  it  in  her  covenant- 
engagements. 

*  I  Chroii.  xxviii.'S.  compared  with  chap.  xxik.  i8. 

SECONDLY, 
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SECONDLY,  The  various  clafles   of  cove- 
nanters   are   enumerated  in  the  heginiiiug  of 
the  chapter*.     The  realbn  why  the   oflicers 
of  ftate  are  enumerated  is,   becaufe  they  were 
ailembled   to   fettle    the    fucceffion    unto    the 
throne  and  kingdom,  as  well  as  to  renew  their 
covenant  with  God :  But  it  was  under  the  ck- 
prefs  confideration  of  their  being  the  Cong  r  e- 
GATIONOF  THE  Lo n D ,  tliat  they  covenanted 
at  this  time ;   they  were  the  Congregation  of 
the    LcH^,  as^they  enjoyed  privileges  peculiar 
to  his  peopie, — as  they  obferved  ordinances  of 
his  appointment,  and  were  under  (blemn  obli* 
gations  to  ferve  him  all  the  days  of  their  lifci 

THIRDLY,  I  fliall  attend  unto  the  Cav  k- 
NANT  between  God  and  Uavid.  There  are 
many  hints  concerning  it  in  various  places  of 
Scripture  f.  The  greater  part  of  the  difficul- 
ties which  attend  it  may  be  obviated  by  an- 
fwering  the  following  queftions  : — ^What  Cha- 
rader  did  David  fuftain  in  this  Ti-anfaClion  ? — 

♦  T  Chron.  mcviii.  i.  See  what  we  have  faid  aliove, 
Difiert.  VI.  and  VII.  as  to  thcfe  various  orders  of  per- 
fons  fpecified  ;  but  Mofes  feenis  to  view  them  in  their 
civil,  and  this  hifVorian  in  their  military  charaJier.  Sec 
^ipon  the  whole,  Low  man  on  the  Civil  government  of 
the  Hebrews,  chap.  v. 

t  2  Sam.  vii.  4 — 29.  i  Chron.  wii.  5 — 27.  Pfal. 
JxxxiK,  &c.  See,  for  an  explication  o£  thefe.  Ball  on  tiie 
Covenant  of  Grace,  chap.  ix.     DrOweii  on  Hcb,  i.  5, 

*  C  c  c  What 
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What  proiiiifcs  were  made  unto  him  ? — When 
was  it  made  ? — And  how  ratified  i 

I.  What  Character  did  David  fuftain  in 
this  Covenant  ?  In  general,  He  was  God's  vice- 
roy over  the  Theocratical  Kingdom,— a  type 
of  the  Meffiah,  in  his  regal  dignity:  Hence 
this  covenant  is,  with  propriety,  called  a  co- 
venant OF  ROYALTY,  The  analogy  bet  We  cn 
the  type  and  the  antitype  is  manifeft. 

1 .  As  David  was  bom  in  an  obfcnre  manner 
at  Bethlehem,  whiclr  was  little  among  the 
thoufands  of  Judah ;  fo  alfo  was  Chrift.  The 
family  was  fo  far  below  the  regal  dignity,, 
when  the  Meffiah  was  born,  that  his  fuppofed 
father  handled  the  hatchet,  inftead  of  fwaying 
the  fceptre.  And  divine  providence  fo  moved 
the  vaft  machine  of  the  Roman  empire,  un- 
weildy  as  it  was,  that  the  family  of  David, 
like  a  fmall  pinion,  was  jufl:  at  the  point  of 
Bethlehem  againft  the  moment,  that  it  might 
be  fulfilled  which  was  fpoken  by  Micah  :  *'  And 
thou  Bethlehem,  in  the  land  of  Judah,  art  not 
the  leaft  among  the  thoufands  of  Judah ;  for 
out  of  thee  fliall  come  a  governor  that  (hall 
rule  my  people  ^.*^ 

2.  Like  David,  the  Mcfliah  was  the  Be- 
loved Son  of  God.     God's  regard  to  David 

*  Micah  ▼.  2. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


DISSERTATION     VIII.  387 

is  more  than  inilnoated  in  his  name  ;  for  it 
Signifies  Be Lov  e d  *.  David  was  the  beloved 
fon  of  God  by  regeneration  and  adoption  : 
The  Mcffiah  is  the  Son  of  God  on  an  infinite- 
ly higher  account,  even  his  eternal  generation. 
As  God  arnTounced  his  love  to  David  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  office,  (b  did  he  alfo  to  Chrift. 

3.  Like  David,  the  Meffiah  was  confecra- 

ted  with    an   eminently  glorious  anointing 

That  David  might  be  a  more  diftinguilhcd 
type  of  the  Meffiah  in  this  rclped:,  he  was 
anointed  three  different  times  with  matei-ial 
cril.  He  "was  anomted  by  Samuel  in  Bethle- 
hem, during  the  life  and  reign  of  Saul.  And 
in  this  he  tyfrified  that  fulnefs  of  the  Spirit 
which  Chrift  enjoyed  prior  to  his  pcrfonal  mi- 
niftry. Again,  David  was  anointed  in  He- 
bron, when  he  obtained  the  kingdom  of  Jn- 
dah  only.  And  Chrift  was  aifo  anointed  with 
thewHoly  Ghoft,  when  he  began  to  fet  up  liis 
kingdom  in  the  land  of  Judea,  by  his  perfonal 
miniftry. In  fine,  David  was  again  anoint- 
ed when  conftitutcd  king  over  all  Ifrael.  And, 
in  like  manner,  the  Meffiah  was  enriched  with 

♦  Tni  Sonatis-AMABiLEM  et  DiLECTUM.  Sock.  inVoc. 
"  Utrinque  etiam  dile<5li  a  Deo,  argnmentnm  eft,  Filii 
Dei,  ct  qnidem  primo  geniti,  attribittmn.  Davidi,  en- 
im  per  regeneration  is,  et  adoptionis  gradam,  qua  inten 
Regcs  teiTjB  excelluit :  Christo,  vero ^per  gcnerationis 
eternat  naturam,  qua  ita  Filius  primogenitus,  ut  etiam 
f  NIG  EN  I  rus  jure  nuncupetur,"  F.Goinar.  Difput.  Theol. 
Diff.  xvi.  5  8. 

C  c  c   2  a  glorious 
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a  glorious  fiilnefs,  when  he  fat  down  on  the 
right  hand  of  the  Majefty  on  high  *•  He  was 
CONSTITUTED  bothLoRD  andCHRisT.  Je- 
fus  was,  indeed,  a  Prince,  in  point  of  aiftual 
rule,  as  foon  as  he  had  any  fubjeAs  in  this 
woild ;  and,  in  this  refpe^,  he  excels  David ; 
but  his  three-fold  unAion  did  immediately  pre- 
cede the  glorious  exercifc  of  his  power  in  ha- 
man  nature.  David  was  only  anointed  to  the 
prophetic  and  regal  office ;  but  Chrift  was  a- 
nointed  unto  thefc,  and  the  prieftly  office  in 
like  manner.— —Should  any  enquire.  Whe- 
ther tliis  covenant  was  made  with  David  as  a 
faint,  or  as  a  king  ?  Whether  in  his  private, 
or  m  his  public  charaAer  ?  I  would  anl\ver. 
Though  it  refpeiSled  his  own  falvation,  as  ap- 
pears from  his  own  confeffion  "f;  yet  it  was 
made  with  him  in  the  character  of  a  king. 
The  truth  is,  no  one  of  thefe  condderations 
can  be  excluded,  though  the  kingly  charaAcr 
is  chiefly  intended :  For  it  refpetfted  David's  (iic- 
ccflbrs  in  office,  as  well  as  himfelf ;  but  it  does 
not  appear  that  all  of  them  were  faints.  The 
office  was  typically  holy,  altliough  the  perfon 
who  bore  it  w  as  frequently  morally  impure. 

*  I  Sam.  XVI.  13.  2  Sam.  ii.  4.  2  Sam.  v,  3.  I  am 
indebted  to  Cloppenburg  for  thefc  obfcrvations,  Vide 
Difpiit.  Sclet^.  Theol.  Difput.  xvii.  §  18.  The  thought 
is  finely  purfued  bj  H.  Witfius,  in  Symbol.  Excrcit.  ix. 

t  2  Sam.  xxiii.  5. 

U.  I 
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# 

II.  I  SHALL  now  fliew,  What  promifcs  were 
made  imto  him. 

I.  God  promfcd  him  a  royal  Seed  to  fuc-^ 
c^cd  him  in  his  throne,  and  kingdom •  "JL'his 
is,  indeed,  tlic  capital  promife  in  ihis  covenant*- 
**  I  will  fet  up  thy  Seed  after  thee,  which  fliall 
proceed  out  of  thy  bowels,  and  I  will  c- 
ftablilh  his  kingdom.'^ — ''  And  thine  houfe  and 
thy  kingdom  fliall  be  ellablifhed  for  ever 
before  thee :  thy  throne  fliall  be  cllabliflied 
for  ever*."  "  I  will  raife  up  thy  Seed  after 
thee,  which  fliall  be  of  thy  Tons,  and  I  will  c- 
ftaWifla  his  kingdom,^' — "  I  will  eftablidi  his 
throne  for  ever.^' — "  I  will  fettle  him  in  mine 
houfe,  and  in  my  kingdom  for  ever ;  and  his 
throne  fliall  be  efl:abliflied  for  evermore  f  .'* 
This  Seed  was  Solomon  and  his  fucccflbrs,  in 
fliadow  J  and  a  greater  than  Solomon,  in  fub- 
ftance.  But,  to  take  a  narrower  fiirvey  of  this 
promifc,  we  may  obferve  the  fubjeA  of  it, — 
A^EED.  Solomon  is  undoubtedly  intended  as 
the  literal  feed;  For  the  promife  was  given  to 
fatisfy  David's  mind  as  to  the  building  of  the 
Temple.  The  prediction,  accordingly,  recei- 
ved a  circuraltantial   accompliflimcnt  in  him  : 

*   2  Sain.  vii.  12,  and  16. 

f  I  Chron.  xvii.  ir,  12,  and  14.  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  and 
cxxxii.  much  to  the  fume  pnrpofc.  Tiiefe  promifcs  are 
meant  of  Chrift,  at  fidt  inftaucc  ;  and  coiuaiu  an  aJlu- 
fioii  to  thofe  mentioned  ui  the  hlitory,,  rather  than  arc- 
petition  of  them. 

But 
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Bnt  it  is  alfo  applied  to  Chrill:  by  the  Apoftle 
Peter  :  "  Therefore,  being  a  prophet,  and 
knowing  that  God  had  fworn  with  an  oath  to 
hinl,  that  of  the  fruit  of  his  Ioin$,  according 
to  the  flefh,  he  would  raife  up  Chrift  to  fit  on 
his  throne/' — ''  Therefore,  let  all  the  houfe  of 
Ifrael  know  afliu-edly,  that  God  hath  made 
that  fame  Jcfus  whom  ye  have  crucified  both 
Lord  and  Chrid  ^.'^  This  promife,  then,  was 
an  advancement  in  the  firft  pronnfe,  which 
liad  been  renewed  in  various  others,  prior  unr- 

to  this  time. Again,  We  have  tlie  HoNOU  ji 

to  be  conferred  on  this  Seed,  even  a  throne 
and  a  kingdom.  This  promife  found  David 
on  a  throne,  indeed  ;  but  it  fccurcd  the  fuc- 
ccflion  in  his  family  :  And  the  fame  thing  bad 
been  promifed,  in  fubftance,  unto  Judah,  un- 
der the  notion  of  a  fceptre  and  a  lawgiver. 
It  included  not  only  civil  polity  within  them* 
lelvcs,  but  alfo  the  enfigns  of  royalty.  Judah 
could  not  l^e  deprived  of  both  before  the  co- 
ming of  the  SiiiLOH.  That  tribe  was  afliired 
of  pre-eminence  by  Jacob's  teftamcnt,  which 
Mas  equivalent  to  a  divine  promife:  But  the 
import  and  ends  of  it  are  not  fo  eafily  afccr- 
tained.  The  nature  of  it  feems  to  imply  roy- 
alty in  fwaying  the  scje:  pt  re  ;  and  legiflation 
in  the  high  court  of  tlie  Sanhedrim,  with  the 
explication  of  thefe  laNvs  by  theJScribes 'j'  :  For 

if 
*  AiSis  ii.  30,  and  ^6, 
f  Junius,  as  well  as  Eusebius,  of  old,  explained  this 
fceptie  ol*  the  llaff  v^LlcU  fupportcd   i^c  ejiGgn  in  the 

tribe  : 
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if  Judah  had  not  always  a  king  of  the  Davidic 
lincj  there  was  legislature  in  the  tril>e  to 
which  it  belonged*  This  pre-eminence  com- 
menced when  the  fceptre  was  transferred  fronni 
the  family  of  Saul  to  that  of  David.  Some  - 
have  g^ven  the  fceptre  to  Judah  as  early,  in- 
deed, as  the  commencement  of  tJie  tribe*; 
but  they  feem  rather  to  have  anticipated  God's 
ccwiveyance  :  For  the  oracle  itfelf  expi'cfsly  de- 
clares, that  it  refers  to  the  latter  day$. 
Others  have  with-held  the  fceptre  till  the  revolt 
of  the  ten  tribes  from  Rehoboam  f.  But  the 
Jewifli  fceptre  was  far  more  glorious  in  the 
hands  of  David  and  Solomon,  than  in  thofe  of 
Rehoboam :  11  is  certainly  abfiird  to  fuppofc, 
that  the  enjoyment  of  the  fceptre  commenced 

tribe  :  That  ftaff  being  the  badge  of  diftin«flion  for  the 
Prince.  And,  in  this,  they  are  followed  byj.  Altin- 
Gius,  Biihops  Sherlock  and  Newton. — Calvin  and 
Mede  nnderftand  it  ^f  the  majefty  of  government,  under 
whatever  form.  Nor  is  Waginfeil  much  otherways 
minded.  He  reckons  the  1  before  mechokek  may  as 
well  be  underftood  disjiuiifHvely  as  a  copulative :  In 
which  cafe  the  fceptre  may  denote  the  royal  government, 
and  the  lawgiver  that  form  which  obtained  under  Ze- 
mbbahel.  Thcfe  two  forms  nearly  divide  the  whole  time 
of  Judah's  government  into  two  equal  parts ;  There  be- 
ing near  five  centuries  in  each  of  them.  This  fenfe^ 
which  approves  itfelf  to  me,  is  defended  by  Heidegger, 
Owen,  Patrick,  &c. 

♦  Enfebius  and  his  fdllowers,  above  mentioned. 

f  .CuNEus  deRepnblica  Heb.  Abrah.Scultet.  Ex- 
ercit.  Evangel.  Thefe  are  refuted  by  Leidekker  de 
Repub.  Heb,  Lib.  VII.  cap.  vi. 

at 
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at  a  time  when  the  (plendor  of  it  was  greatly 
tarniflied  in  the  hands  of  a  weak  prince.  The 
fccptre  and  the  throne  were  certainly  both  gi- 
ven to  David,  and  (ecured,  by  this  covenant^ 
to  his  Seed.  As  this  Seed  was  two-fold,  as  'wc 
have  ab-eady  feeii,  fo  there  was  a  two-fold 
ROYALTY  in  like  manner.  The  ordinary  feed 
was  fccurcd  of  fucceffion  to  the  earthly  throne, 
and  the  extraordinary  Seed  in  the  eiijoyment  of 
that  glorious  iauthority  which  was  prefigured 
by  it :  The  throne  being  put  for  all  the  eii- 
iigns  of  royalty  and  majefty,  comprehending 
all  the  glory  of  the  Hebrew  monarchy,  in  the 
type  ;  and  all  the  exaltation  of  the  Meffiah,  in 

the  fabftance. Finally,  We  may  notice  the 

duration  of  this  honour.  This  perpetuity  is 
often  mentioned  in  the  text ;  Not  fewer  than 
three  times,  to  denote  the  importance  of  it  *. 
There  is  a  two-fold  perpetuity  mentioned  in 
Scripture,  and  meant  in  this  promife  :  The 
duration  intended  is  fuited  to  the  kingdom  to 
which  it  is  afcribed.  The  worldly  kingdom 
continued  under  monarchy  until  the  Babjlonifli 
captivity:  and  prcferved  its  civil  polity  (tho' 
fometimes  tributary),  and  alfo  its  facred  rites, 
until  tlie  fulnefs  of  time.  As  to  the  antitypi- 
cal  kingdom,  ablblute  eternity,  in  the  fulleil 
emphafis  of  the  word,  is  intended.  In  other 
kingdoms,  their  fceptres  have  been  frequent- 
ly  unrighteoufly   managed,    and   the    thrones 

♦   2  Sam.  vii.  15.  and  16. 
•  rufhed 
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rildied  dawn  into  ruin  :  But,  as  the  glory  of 
this  fceptre  can  never  be  tarniftied  by  iniquity, 
fb  the  throne  can  never  be  fhaken  :  "  Of  the 
increafe  of  his  governnnent  and  peace  there 
fhall  be  no  end,  upon  the  throne  of  David  and 
upon  his  kingdom,  to  ordier  it,  and  to  efta- 
folifh  it,  with  judgment  and  with  juftice,  from 
hence  forth  even  for  ever  *%"     This  promife 

conneAcd 


•  If.  ix.  7.  ''  St  PauVs  remarkable  comparifon,  by  way  of 
antithefisy  between  Adam  and  Chrifl  (Rom.  v.  12.  i  Cor.  . 
XV.  21.);  whom  he  calls  the  fecond  Adam,  or  Man,  is 
well  known.  But  1  do  not  know  th*it  the  commentators 
fend  us  to  the  01d*Teftament  for  any  thing  that  may 
ferve  to  jnftify  the  great  Apoltle  in  this  comparifon.  And 
yet,  I  think,  there  is  a  pafTage  in  the  prayer  of  David 
(2  Sam.vii.  19,  and  i  Chron*  xvii.  17.)  which  fhews,  that 
the  Meliiah  was  expected  imder  this  very  character.— 
trpon  David's  pious  refolution  to  build  a  houfe  for  God; 
which,  as  appears  from  his  way  of  expreflinghimfelf,  he 
intended  fhould  be  very  magnificent :  The  prophet  Na- 
than was  fo  pleafed  with  it,  that  he  concluded  God 
would  be  pleafed  with  it  too  ;  and  ''  faid  to  the  king, 
go  and  do  all  that  is  iji  thine  heart :  for  the  Lord  is 
with  thee."  ^  Sam.  vii.  3.  He  was  in  the  right  to  think 
that  God  would  be'pleaCed  with  the  thing  :  But  it  feems 
the  time  for  it  was  not  yet  come :  And,  therefore,  Na- 
than is  fent  the  next  day,  witli  a  mefllige  from  God,  for- 
bidding it ;  but,  at  the  lame  time,  with  a  very  gracious 
promife  to  David,  the  chief  part  whereof  we  have  from 
verfe  12  to  verfe  16,  in  thcfe  words  :  "  And  when  thy 
days  (hall  be  fulfilled,  and  thou  fhalt  llecp  with  thy  fa- 
thers, I  will  fet  up  thy  feed  after  thee,  which  fhall  pro- 
ceed out  of  thy  bowels,  and  I  will  ei^ablifh  his  kingdom. 
He  fhall  build  an  houfe  for  iny  name,  and  1  will  efta- 
blifh  the  throne  of  his  kingdom  for  ever.  I  will  be  his 
father,  and  he  fhall  be  my  fon  :  If  he  commit  iniquity  1 
"Will  ciiaAife  him  with  the  rod  of  men^  a^d  with  the 
♦         Ddd  \  ftppe* 
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conneAed  the  external  prefervation  of  the  fa- 
mily of  David,  and  his  kingdom,  with  their  e- 
temal  falvation  ;  as  the  coming  of  the  Meffiah 
depended  upon  it. 

2.  God  promifed  to  make  his  kingdom  of 
Large  Extent,  as  well  as  of  long  duration :  '^  I 
will  fet  his  hand  in  the  fea  ;  and  his  right  haiid 
in  the  river/'  Thefe  words  refer  unto  the  Mef^ 
fiah,  at  firft  inftancc  ;  but  they  contain  al(b  an 
allufion  unto  the  worldly  kingdom :  For,  as  the 
facred  hiftotian  remarks,  in  it  the  p^ediftion 

was 


ftripes  of  the  children  of  men.  But  my  mercy  fhall  not 
depart  away  from  him,  as  I  took  it  from  Saul^  whom  1 
put  away  before  thee.  And  thine  houfe  and  thy  king- 
dom ihall  be  eflabliihed  ft>r  ever  before  thee  :  thy  throne 
fhall  be  eftabliOied  for  ever/*  Here  are  plauily  forae 
things  that  relate  to  Solomon ;  and  fome  things  of  a 
higher  nature,  relating  to  a  throne  and  a  kingdom  that 
fhould  be  eftablifhed  for  ev£R. — The  repetition  of  this 
lad  particular  is  very  obfervablc  :  *'  I  will  eftabliih  the 
throne  of  his  kingdom  for  ever.**  Again,  ^'  And  thine 
houfe  and  thy  kingdom  fhall  be  eftablifhed  for,  ever 
before  thee  :  thy  throne  fhall  be  eftablifhed  for  ever.*' 
— ^It  was  this  that  Ihoick  king  David,  as  may  be  feen 
from  the  prayer  he  oftVrs  upon  this  occafion :  For,  a» 
foon  03  Nathan  had  delivered  his  meilage,  verfe  17. 
*'  According  to  all  thcfe  words,  and  according  to  all  tliis 
vifion,  fo  did  Nathan  f|>eak  unto  David."  We  are  told 
immediately,,  verfe  iS.  *'  Tlicn  went  king  David  in,  and 
fat  before  the  Lord^  and  he  fuid,  who  am  I,  O  Lord 
God,  and  what  is  my  houfe,  that  thou  haft  brought  me 
hitherto  ?'*  Verfe  19,  '*  And  this  was  yet  a  fmall  thing 
in  thy  fight,  O  Lord  God  ;  but  thou  haft  fpoken  alfb  of 
thy  fervant's  houfe  for  a  great  while  to  come:  And  is 

THIS  THE  MANNER  QF  MAN,  O  LoRD  GOD  ?'*— It  is  this 

-^         laft 
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was  alfo  verified  :  "  And  Solombn  reigned  over 
ail  kingdoms,  from  the  river  unto  tlie  land  of 
the  Philiftines,  and  unto  the  border  of  E- 
gypt  *.''  The  kingdom  of  the  Meffiah  is  far 
more  extenfive,- however,  than  -riiat  of  Solo^ 
men  :  ",  All  ^nations,  people,  and  languages, 
(hall  ierve  him-j-/*  The  fpiritual  monarchy  of 
Jefos  Chrift  is  the  only  univerfal  monarchy  that 
ever  was,  or  will  be  in  the  world. 

3.    God  promifed  tofethis  Kingdom  fecure 
from  enemies.    The  firft  part  of  David's  reign 

was 

*  I  Kings  iv.  21.  t  I^an.  vii.  14. 

lail  claufe  I  mufl  dwell  upon  a  little,  **  Is  this  the  man- 
ner of  man  ?"  &c.  There  is  no  interrogation  in  the  He- 
brew, but  a  direct  aflertion  j  ve-zoth  torath  ha- Adam, 
Adonai  Jehovah — ^litcorally,  et  ifta  lex  Adami,  Domine 
Jehovah  :  This  is  the  law  of  the  Adam  ;  or  the  Man, 
(for  the  n  is  demonfb-ative  and  emphaHcaJ)  O  Lord  Je- 
hovah.— D^vid  could  not  but  obferve,  from  the  whole 
turn  of  the  meilkge,  that  it  was  prophetical.  It  related 
to  his  feed  after  him,  (hat  ihoulc?  proceed  out  of  bis 
bowels,  whofe  kingdom  ihould  be  eftabliihed :  **  He  ihall 
build  an  houfe  for  my  name,"  (fays  God)  this  Solmou 
did^  *^  and  I  will  eflabli/h  the  throne  of  his  kingdom  for  . 
ever."     Not  in  Solomon's  hand  furely  ;  this  could  never 

be  the  meaning — ^nor  could  David  apprehend  it  fo. 

In  the  next  verfe,  Solomou's  defeJlion  is  foretold ;  but 
with  a  gracious  promise,  however,  that  God/s  mercy 
ihould  not  depart  from  him,  as  ''  he  took  it  from  Said :" 
but  that  the  lungdom  (hould  be  flill  continued  to  his  pd- 
llcrity.— — And,  laftly.  It  was  foretold  in  the  llrongeft 
tcnns,  **  Thine  houfc  and  thy  kingdom  ihall  be  efta- 
bJiflied  for  ever  before  thee  i  thy  throne  fhall  be  efta- 
bliflied  for  ever.** — If  the  Jews,  either  of  former  or  of 
D  d  d  2  later 
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was  troublefome  and  hazardous :  Hence  God 
deemed  it  an  iinfaitable  time  for  binlding  his 
temple :  But  this  promife  infured  a  bleffcd 
tranquility  to  his  Seed  :  ''  I  will  appoint  a  place 
for  my  people  Ifrael,  I  will  plant  them,  that 
they  may  dwell  in  a  place  of  their  own,  and 
move  no  more :  neither  (hall  the  children  of 
wickednefs  alHicl  them  any  more  as  before 
time*."  This  refpcAs  the  fubjciSs  of  David 
and  Solomon  literally  ;  but  the  fubjeAs  of  the 
Prince  of^eace  muft  by  i^o  means  be  excluded. 
The  promile  of  fafety  to  them,  through  him, 
is  conceived  in  limilar  terms:  '^  The  enemy 
(hall  not  exadl  on  him,  nor  the  Ton  of  wicked- 
nefij  afHi<5t  him.  And  I  willbeatdown  his  foes 
before  his  face ;  and  plague  them  that  hate 
him/* — ^'  I  will  clothe  his  enemies  with  ihame, 
as  witli  a  garment  "f ."     The  ion  of  wickednefs 

later  times,  have  interpreted  this  of  a  temporal  king- 
dom ;  or  iuch  as  was  intended  for  their  nation  onlj,  to 
raife  them  to  the  height  of  glory  :  They  have  hot  only 
gone  contrary  to  fa<ft,  hut  to  the  voices  of  their  own 
prophets  ;  who  fpeak  of  the  kingdom  of  the  Meffiah  as 
everlafting,  and  univcrfal ;  and,  therefore  (to  be  furc), 
a  fpiritual  one.  *'  There  was  given  him  dominion^  and 
glory,  and  a  kingdom,  that  all  people,  nations,  and 
languages  /hould  ferve  him  :  his  dominion  is  an  everlaft- 
ing  dominion,  which  ihall  not  pafs  away,  and  his  king- 
dom that  which  ihall  not  he  deflroyed,"  fays  Daniel  of 
the  "  Son  of  Man,"  Chap.  vii.  14.- — an  appellation  (by 
the  way)  not  very  different  frov  that  of  Adam,  or  the 
Man."  Peters's  Critical  Diflertation  on  the  Book  of 
Job,  Preface,  p.  67,  68,  69. 

*   2  Sam.  vii.  10.      f  P^al.  Ixxxix.  22,  23.  and  Pfal. 
cxsc^Ul.  18. 

cxadcd 
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cxaAe(l  on  the  firfl:  Aclain,  and  affliv3:cd  his 
Seed  ;  but  he  was  beat  down,  and  got  his  head 
briiifed,  wl>cn  he  entered  tlie  lifts  with  the  fe- 
cond  Adam :  And  the  etFe<ft  oF  viv5tory,  where 
it  isfo  complete  as  that  of  the  Seed  of  the  wo- 
man^ is  peace.  The  latter  end  ot'.David's 
reign  was  nmcli  more  quiet  than  the  begin- 
ning of  it.  Solomon  was  favoured  witli  Hill 
more  tranquility.  But  what  was  it  all  to  the 
glorious  reft:  of  oar  Emmanuel  ?  Said  God  to 
David,-  ''  Behold,  a  Con  fliall  be  boi^n  to  thee, 
who  (hall  be  a  man  of  rest  ;  and  I  will  give 
him  reft:  fi-onl  all  his  enemies  round  about: 
for  his  name  fliall  be  Solomon  ;  and  I  will  give 
peace  and  quictnefs  unto  ifracl  in  his  days  */' 
But  how  tranlitory  and  vain  was  this  reft  com- 
pared with  that  which  the  Gentiles  ftiall  feck? 
For  unto  him  ftiall  the  Gentiles  leek,  and  nis 
*EST  ftiall  be  glonous. 

4.  GoD'promifed  Sonftiip  unto  the  Seed  of 
David :  ^'  1  will  be  his  Father,  and  he  ihall  be 
mySoN^."  This  piomife.  (to  ufe  the  words 
of  Dr  Owen)  belonged  firft  unto  Solomon,  de- 
moting that  fatherly  love,  care,  and  proteAion 
that  God  would  aflFord  him  in  his  kingdom,  fo 
far  as  Chrift  was  rcpre Tented  by  him  therein  ; 
which  requires  not  that  they  (the  words  of  the 
proniife)  abfolutely,  and  in  all  juft  confequen- 
^es  from  them,  belong  unto  the  perfon  of  So- 

♦  I  Chroi^.  xxii.  9.  f  2  Sam.  vii   14. 

lomon : 
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lomon  :  Principally,  therefore,  they  m- 
teiided  Chrift  himfelf ;  exprcffing  that  eternal 
and  unchangeable  love  which  the  Father  bore 
unto  hull,  grounded  on  the  relation  of  Fat  H  e  R 
and  Son.  Tlie  fame  author  adds,  .'.'  If  it  be 
alked  on  what  account  God  would 'thus  be  a 
Father  unto  Jefus  Chrift,  in  this  peculiar  man- 
ner? It  muft  be  anfwered,  Tliat  the  radical, 
fundamental  caufe  of  it  lay  in  the  relation  that 
was  between  them  from  his  eternal  generation: 
But  he  manifefted  himfelf  to-be  his  Father, 
and  engaged  to  deal  with  him  in  the. love  and 
care  of  a  Father,  as  he  had  accomplifhed  the 
w^ork  of  mediation  on  earth,  and  was  exalted 
to  his  thrcMie  and  rule  in  heaven*." 

jT.  God  proniifed  to  keep  his  Mercy  for  the 
Seed  of  David,  and  tlie  fulgeiSis  of  tlie  Mefliah, 
even  although  they  (hould  defcrve  chaftife- 
ment  by  the  commiflflon  of  iniquity  :  '*  If  he 
commit  iniquity  I  will  chaften  him  with  the 
rod  of  men ;  and  with  the  ftripes  of  the  chil- 
dren of  men  :  But  my  mercy  fliall  not  depart 
from  liira^  as  I  took  it  away  from  Saul ;  whom 
I  put  away  before  thee  f/'  Thpugh  the 
extraordinary  Seed  of  David  could  not  com- 
|nit  iniquity  in  his  ownperfon;  yet,  the  inem- 
bers    of    liis    myftical    body    could  :     Hence, 

*  Dv  Owen  on  Heb.  i,  5.  Vale  Vol.  I.  p.  84,  85. 

f  2.  Sam.  vii.  14,  15. 

tlie 
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the  Pfalmifl:  explains  it  of  the  children  of  this 
Prmce  *:  And  ail  the  members  of  his  myftical 
body  in  this  world,  are  not  only  liable  to,  but 
aiJlubUy  guilty'  of  committJng  iniquity  j*. 
But,  tipon  {upj>o(kion  of  fiurh  tranfgreffion, 
which  was  abfblutely  certain,  as  forefeen  by 
God,  two  things  are  fecurcd  by  this  promife : 
Firft,  That  this  iniquity  muft  b^  corrected. 
Though  the  terms  chasten  and  visit  fbme- 
times  import  pinal  afflitftion  j  yet,  in  their  pre- 
Tent  connexion,  tliey  denote  that  which  is  fa- 
lutary  and  medicinal :  Nor  is  this  fenfe  infre- 
quent in  the  Old  Teftament  J :  But,  although 
the  terms  (hould  only  mean  punifhment  in  gc- 
fleral;  yet  their  prcfent  connection  forbids  us 
to  underftand  them  of  that  which  is  penal  and 
vindiiSkive.  The  rod,  with  which  he  will  for- 
reA  is  the  rod  of  men  :  The  ftripes  with  which 
he  will  vifit,  thofc  of  the  children  of  men  : 
That  is,  fuch  as  a  man  will  ufe  for  the  correc- 
tion of  his  children.  Now,  love  is  the  (pring 
of  genuine  paternal  corrcdiion.  Secondly,  God 
cngageth  to  continue  his  mercy,  notwithftand- 
ing  this  correiftion :  "  Neverthelefs,  my  loving 
fcinduefe  will  I  not  utterly  take  from  hinl ;  nor 
fuffcr  my  faithfulnefs  to  fail  §  :"  Even  his  (pe- 

•  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  50—35. 
'  t  The  nature  aiid  extent  of  their  lin  is  known  by  the 
law  "wliich  it  violates ;  even  the  ceremonial,  judicial,  and 
moral,  denoted  by  judgments,  statutes,  and   com- 
mandments. 
t  If.  ii.  4-     Prov.  iii.  ii,  12.     See  alfo  Pfal.  xviL  3. 
5   2  Sam.  vii.  15.     PfaL  Ixxxix..  33, 

cial 
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cial  and  diftinguifhing  mercies^  fo  muchtreU- 
brated  in  the  beginning  of  the  pfaJm :  Such  ai 
flow  in  the  channel  of  the  new  covenant.  Cora* 
mon  gifts  and  favours,  fiich  as  prophecy, 
have  been  taken  away,  as  in  th^tcafe  fif  Said: 
But  covenanted  mercies  cannot  depart; — they 
are  the  iUrc  mercies  of  David. 

6.  God  proraifed  that  David's  Seed  fliould 
build  a  Houfe  unto  fhc  name  :pf^  the  Lc«-d  :  "  H^ 
fliall  BUILD  A  HOUSE  for  my  nanve  **''.  This 
houfc  is  certainly  the  temple,;  on  which  Pa- 
vid's  heart  was  fo  greatly  let,;  and  the. pro- 
mife  met  with  an  accon)plifhnacnf  yi  Solo- 
mon, as  to  the  literal  import  of  it :  But  tihc 
temple  was  a  type  of  ryaraoiis  hnpoi:t,; — denot- 
ing the  human  nature  of  Chrift,  his  myftical 
body;  as  alfo  the  Church,  in  which  it  dwells, 
whether  in  her  militant  or  triumphant  ftate. 

HI>  It  muft  now  be  enquired,.  When  were 
thefe'  promises  made  to  David  ?  It  is  not  im- 
probable that  there  were  fomc  hints  revealed 
by  Samuel ;  but  as  it  was  improper  to  be  ex- 
plicit 4XS  long  as  Saul  was  in  power,  and  as  it  is 
God's  ufiial  way  to  caufe  the  light  of  revela- 
tion to  advance  ;  fo  the  clearer  editions  of  them 
were  refcrved  for  the  miniftry  of  Nathan,  and 
the  infpiration  beftowed  on  the  royal  prophet 
in  his  own  perfon. 

*  2  Sam.  vii.  t$* 

I.  The 
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1.  The  promifcs  were  intimated  to  David 
by  th^  miniftry  of  Nathan.  It  is  to  this  reve- 
lation of  them  we  have  chiefly  attended,  which 
was  beftowed  for  his  fatisfaiftion,  as  to  building 
the  temple  ;  and  it  was  ijvery  way  adequate  to 
the  purpofe*  Accordingly,  it  proiluced  a  gra- 
tulatory  prayer  at  that  time,  which  merits  par- 
ticular confideration.  There  is  one  thing  iu 
particular,  even  the  fomxe  of  all  tliefe  exceed- 
ing gpreat  and  precious  promifcs,  upon  which 
he  dilates;  and  on  which  we  fhall  dwell  a  little 
at  this  time.  "  Then  went  king  David  in  be- 
fore the  Lord ;  and  he  faid,  What  am  I,  O 
Lord  God  ?  and  what  is  my  houfe,  that  thou 
haft  brought  me  hitherto  ?  And  this  was  yet  a 
fin  all  thing  in  thy  iight,  O  Lord  God ;  but  thou 
haft  Jpoken  alfo  of  .thy  fervant*s  honfe,  for  a 
great  while  to  come :  and  is  this  the  manner 
of  man,  O  Lord  God/*  The  laft  fentence  I 
would  choofe  to  render,  "  This  is  the  law 
of  that  Adam  (who  is)  the  Lord  Jehovah*,'* 
The   fcopc   of  the  place  is,    as    if   the   royal 

prophet 

♦  2  Sam.  vii.  i9,  i9» 
There  are  few  places  in  wh^ch  our  tranflaCors  Ihoot 
wider  of  the  mark  than  in  this  text.  They  give  this  lail 
fentence  the  form  of  an  interrogation  j  but  there  is  not 
the  fmalled  veftige  of  an  interrogation  in  all  the  verfe. 
But  this  is  not  all,  our  tranflators  feem  to  have  miflaken 
the  meaning  and,  connet^ion  of  the  terms^  as  well  as  the 
nature  of  the  lentence.  Mllh,  which  our  tranflators  ren- 
der MANNEUx  denotes  a  disposition,  or  conilitntion  ; 
LAW,  or  SBTTLSMENT  :  and  it  exprefleth  the  will  of  the 
Father  in  the  eternal  covenant,  Pfal.  xl.  8.  *^  Thy  law 
U  >rithin  my  heart/'  The  appoiutuicnt  9f  JcAvs  Cbriit 
♦        Ecc  "  to 
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prophet  had  faid,  *'  It  was  not  mine  o>vn  me- 
rit, or  that  of  mine  anceftors,  which  moved 
tliee  to  fpare  us  hitherto :  What  are  both  in 
thy  fight  ?  But  prefervation  in  common  Provi- 
dence, fafcty  amidft  a  thoufand  da^igers  is  no- 
tliing,  compared  with  that  perpetuity  which  is 
fecured  to  my  Seed,  in  the  enjoyment  of  a 
kingdom  !  Even  the  kingdom  of  the  Meffiah, 
which  can  never  be  deftroyed.  Whence  is  all 
this  favour  to  my  family ;  when  others,  jcqual- 

to  be  a  fiirety  for  finners,  had  in  it  the  nature  of  a  law, 
in  refpeA  of  the  immutable  nature  of  it ; — in  refpedl  of 
its  obligation  on  the  confcience  of  his  human  nature. 
This  term  feems  to  be  of  a  like  import  with  *7in,  ufcd  in 
the  parallel  text,'  I  Chron  xvii;  i  7.  wJiere  it  ought  to.be 

rendered   disposition,    or   covenant. The    term 

CDIKH  is  a  proper  name  in  2  Sam.  vii.  19.  as  well  as  in 
I  Chron.  xvii.  17.  and  ihould  be  rendered  that  Adam; 
ib  it  was  by  the  Vulgate  ;  and  alio  by  Pagnin  and  in 
the  Tigurine  verfion.  Nor  can  it  be  reafonably  objecfl- 
cd,  that  this  view  is  inconflflent  with  the  ufr  of  n  em- 
phatic ;  for,  though  proper  names  do  not  ordinarily  ad- 
mit of  it,  yet,  when  any  illuflrious  perfon  is  mentioned, 
his  name  receives  tliis  prefix,  to  point  him  out  as  it  were 
with  the  finger.  Numb.  xiii.  ^2,  and  28.  2  Sam.  xxiv.  16. 
A  ben-Ezra  concludes,  that  fome  myftery  is  intended  when 
this  form  of  fpeech  is  ufed ;  and  no  one  thing  can  be 
more  myllerious  than  the  objeifb  of  David's  admiration: 
It  is  even  the  great  mystery  of  godliness,  God' 
manifested  in  the  KtESH  f  ToT  Ha-Adam  IS  of  the 
fame  cafe  with  Adonai  Jehovah.  The  meaning  is.  This 
illnftrions  Adam  is  the  Lord  Jehovah;  or,  as  Paul  ex- 
prefleth  it,  ^'  The  Second  Man,  the  Lord  fromHea- 
vEN."  The  tenus  are  fo  connected  by  the  accentuation, 
in  the  infpired  original,  that  they  cannot  be  applied  un- 
to any,  biit  one  and  the  fame  perfon.     In  this  maiiijcr 
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ly  worthy,  fink  down  into  oblivion  ?  This  kind- 
nefs  can  proceed  from  no  other  fource  than 
THAT  LAW  by  which  the  Lord  Jehovah  was 
conftitutcd  the  Second  Adam.  Nor  would 
my  family  be  worthy  of  prefcrvation  for  a 
great  while  to  come,  didfl:  not  thou  intend  to 
raife  the  Second  Adam  from  it  in  the  fuhiefs 
of  time.  I  acknowlege  I  couhl  never  account 
£br  fuch  promifes  as  thou  liaft  made,  but  on 
the  plan  of  fovereign  grace,  manifefted  in  the 

Council 

was  the  text  rendered  and  explained  by  Luther,  Tom, 
VIII.  Jen.  German,  p.  145.  Fefjcl.  Adverfar.  Lib.  VI,  cap. 
iv.  Calov.  BibL Illuihat.  p.  768.  Walther.  Harmon.  Bibl. 
p.  3S4,  385,  386.— —The  parallel  text  leads  alio  unto 
this  view  of  the  term,  i  Chron.  xvii.  1 7.  The  term  is 
in  the  fame  form  as  in  3  Sam.  vii.  19.  And  there  is  alfo 
a  dillingnifhing  property  afcribed  to  him,  by  which  he 
ihay  be  known,  Tf7yt2in  DIKH :  Our  traj)flation  has  it, 
*'  And  has  regarded  me  according  to  the  eftate  of  a  man 
of  higlv  degree,  O  Lord  God."  But  the  phrafe  cannot 
be  fo  rendered ;  as  tliis  fenfe  of  it  is  not  juHiiied  by 
Scripture  nfe.  As  Peters,  the  author  above  quoted, 
obferves,  ma-^elah  denotes  either  ryruRK  or  above:  As 
an  adverb,  it  fignifies  supra,  and  that  both  with  rcfpect 
to  time  and  place,  viz.  forward,  or  future,  with  refpc<ft 
to  time;  fo  i  Sam.  xvi.  13.  ^^  From  that  day  forward  ;'*  i.  e, 
Ixom  that  day,  and  for  the  future,  i  Sam.  xxx.  25.  Ta- 
ken in  this  fenfe,  the  phrafe  is,  the  future  Adam,  and 
i?  parallel  unto  Rom.  v.  14.  '*  Who  is  the  figure  of  him 
that  WAS  TO  COME."  Taken  in  the  other  fenfe,  it  will 
be  found  parallel  to  i  Cor.  xv.  47.  *'  The  Second  Man 
IS  THE  Lord  from  Heaven."  Peters,  however,  feems 
to  be  miltaken  in  rendering  A  donai  Jehovah  in  the  voca- 
tive cafe,  Mhile  it  ought,  PER  appositionem,  to  be  taken 
in  connet^ion  with  the  foregoingHa- Adam,announcing  the 
Seed  of  David^  the  true  Meliiah,  to  be  Adam,  even  thehca- 
£  e  c  2  venly 
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Council  of  Peace  :  This  conftitution,  however, 
affords  good  reafbn  for  them  al^  When  I  fix 
my  foul  upon  it,  I  am  utterly  fwallowed  up  1 
The  idea  is  far  too  auguft  to  be  uttered  !  My 
inoft  exalted  conceptions  fink  infinitely  below 
their  glorious  objeil !  Th«  fplehdour  of  it  im- 
pofcth  on  'me  an  emphatic  lilence  !  What  can 
iJavid  fay  more  ?  For  the  fake  of  thine  eter- 


venly  Adam,  in  contradiftind^ion  from  the  firft  man^  who 
is  of  the  earth,  earthy  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  the  Lord 
Jehovah.  This  view  of  the  text  may  alfo  be  evidenced 
from  the  conned:ion,  particularly  the  following  context 
in  both  places.  David  exprefsly  renounced  every  de- 
gree of  merit  as  to  the  procuring  of  thefc  great  bleffings 
prom i fed  him  :  Neither  himfelf  nor  famDy  had  even  the 
ihialleft  claim  on  God.  Yet  he  fpeaks  of  a  SERVANT 
for  whofe  fake  thefe  promifes  had  been  made.  In  i 
Chron.  xvii.  19.  it  is,  *'  For  thy  Servant's  fake,  and 
according  to  thine  own  heart  haft  thou  done  all  this 
greatnefs."  In  2  Sam.  vii.  21.  **  For  thy  word's  fake, 
and*  according  to  thine  own  heart  haft  thou  done  all  thefe 
great  things.*'  Who  is  this,  who  is  at  once  the  Ser- 
vant OF  God,  and  the  Word  of  God  f  Who  but  he, 
who,  b^ing  in  the  form  of  God,  took  on  him  the  form 
of  a  fervant  ?  Who  is  this  fervant  but  the  Word,  who 
M  as  made  flefh  ?  The  books  of  Chronicles  have  not  been 
iearched  as  they  ought,  either  by*  private  Chriftians  or 
commentators  ;  yet  they  have  not  been  wholly  neglcdl- 
ed  i  And  fuch  commentators  as  have  explained  them 
Mdth  the  greateft  care,  have  given  the  fame  fenfe  of  the 
paflages  confidefed,  with  that  1  have  endeavoured  to 
eftabiifh.'  Vide  Lavater  in  Loc.  Witf.  Exercit.  de  fer- 
mon.  Dei,  '*  Quidni  haec  duo  (fcil.  2  Sam.  vii,  21.  and  i 
Chron.  xvii.  19.)  ita  confcramus,  ut  qui  in  Chronicorum 
l.ibris  SeRVUS  Dei  appcllatur,  idem  in  iis  qui  Samuelis 
dicuntur  Verbum*  Dei  nominetur  ?  Scrvus  autem  Dei 
Kmr  ii»xn9  Meffias  eft  If.  xlli.  i.  chap.  xlix.  5." 
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nal  word,  and  accordinjg  to  thine  own  hearty 
haft  thou  done  all  thefe  great  things. 

2.  The  promifcs  of  this  covenant  were  made 
once,  if  not  oftencr,  to  David  himfelf,  by  the 
infpiration  of  the  Holy  Ghoft.  This  \s  evident 
from  his  ufing  the  prophetic  ftyle.  But  the 
-word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  me  faying,  &c. 

-  rV.   How  was  this  coven^it  confirmed  ? 

1.  By  the  reiteration  of  the  promifes  of  it. 
Every  renovation  of  the  promifes  were  a  rati- 
fication of  the  foregoing  ones.  The  repetition 
of  them  to  himfelf  was  a  folemn  confirmation 
of  what  had  been  announced  to  Nathan. 

2.  By  the  oath  of  God,  as  is  often  decla-: 
red.  The  divine  example  is  worthy  both  of 
his  and  our  imitation. 

3.  Thky  were  ratified  by  a  partial  accom- 
plilhment  of  them  to  David  and  his  Iced, 
which  was  a  pledge  of  the  full  accompliftimcnt 
of  them  in  due  time  *. 

FOURTHLY, 

•  From  this  fubjec^  we  may  leam^ 1 .  The  abfur* 

dity  of  iwagiuiug  there  can  be  notliing  fpiritual  in  cove* 
nant«  really  typical.  The  greater  part  of  the  Glafitc 
reafoning  againfl  the  duty  of  Covcnanti^g  in  the  limes 
of  the  New  Teftament,  proceed  tipon  this  principle.  Say 

they. 
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FOURTHLY,  I  (hall  now  attend  onto  the 
Connection  between  God's  Covenant  with 
David  and  that  between  God  and  Ifrael.  And 
it  is  evident  that  tlie  covenant  between  God 
and  Ifrael  was  founded  on  the  Davidic  one.     . 

I.  As  David  was  confidered  as  a  public  per- 
fon,  when  thefe  proniifcs  were  made  to  him  ; 
and,  as  in  right  he  might,  fo,  in  faA,  he'  did 
uiiderftand  tliem  as  a  confirmation  and  renora- 

tion 

they,  it  is  granted  covenanting  was  pra(5Ured  under  the. 
firfl  Teftanient  ;  but  then  it  was  a  typical  covenant,  re- 
fpetfling  temporal  and  earthly  priviJcgcs.  Wherefore, 
promifes,  precepts,  or  examples,  taken  from  that  tefta- 
ment  have  no  force  in  the  Gofpel  Church.  But  who 
granted  them,  that  all  the  promifes,  and  precepts  of  the 
-Old  Teftament  were  typical  ?  Or  have  they  proved  that 
they  are  ?  David,  as  fbmc  think,  was  the  greateft  type  : 
In  tliis  covenant  made  with  him  there  were  certainly 
many  tilings  typical  ;  but  by  what  canon  of  common 
fenfe.  Logic,  Theology,  or  Criticifm  does  it  appear,  that 
all  things  in  it  were  typical  ?  Surely  David  underftood 
it  quite  otHerways  :  Said  he,  "  He  hath  made  with  me 
an  evcrlafUiig  covenant,  ordered  in  all  things  and  fure  ; 
for  this  is  all  my  lalvation,  and  all  my  dcfiie." 
2.  That  true  defires  tp  advance  the  work  of  God  in  his 
Church,  are  evidences  of  perfons  being  in  the  way  to 
profperity.  David  greatly  defired  to  build  God's  houfe: 
God  allarcs  liini,  tliat  lie  mull  firft  build  David's  houfe. 
David  preferred  the*  building  of  God's  honfe  unto  his 
own  accommodation  ;  but  the  returned  captives  the  re- 
Terfe.  The  latter  were  fliaqily  reproved  ;  the  former 
was  applauded  and  rewarded  :  Said  God  to  them,  **  Is 
it  time  for  ye,  O  ye,  to  dwell  in  ceiled  lioufes,.  and  tlus 
houfe  to  ly  walle  ?  Ye  looked  for  much,  aiid  lo  it  came 
to  little  :  and  when  yc  brought  it  home  I  did  blow  upon 
it.     Why,  lUitk  the    Lord   of  holls  I   Becaufe  of  mine 

houfe 
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tion  of  former  covenants  :  "  For  thou  haft 
CONFIRMED  to  thyfelf  thy  people  Ifrael,  to. 
be  a  people  urito  thee  for  ever:  and  thou. 
Lord,  art  become  their  God.  And  now,  O 
Lord  God,  the  word  which  thou  haft  fpokea 
concerning  thy  fervant,  and  concemiiig  his 
houfe,  eftablifti  it  for  ever,  and.do  as  thou  haft 
faid*/'  It  was  ufual,  in  God's  difpenfations 
vnih  fallen  men,  to  give  out  promifes  unto 
fonie  tUuftrious  perfbn,  as  a  head ;  fuch  as  A- 
braham,  David,  &c.  This  method  of  revela** 
tion  was  a  rcprefentation  of  the  making  of  the 
Covenant  of  Grace  with  its  ftill  more  illuftri- 
ous  head, — ^thefe  perfons  being  figures  of  him 

who  was  to  come. That  David  confidered 

thefe  promifes  as  a  renovation  of  former  cove- 
nants is  evident  from  the  language  he  ufed,  in 
which  he  not  only  refers  unto  the  words  of 
one  of  themf;  but  alfo  mentions  the  rati- 
fication of  it. 

2.  These  promifes  were  alfo  announced  to 
Ifrael,  when  this  covenant  was  difpenfed  unto 

boufe  that  is  wafte,  and  ye  ran  every  man  to  his  own 
honfe."— — -g.  God  fometimes  approves  o£  the  inten- 
tions of  his  people,  and,  rewards  them,  when  he  does 
not  approve  of  the  prefent  execution  of  them  ;  nor  per- 
mits them  to  be  fulfi]led  in  the  circumftances  intended. 
David  was  rewarded  for  his  intention  to  build  an  houfe 
for  tlie  name  of  the  Lord,  while  the  building  muft  be 
rcfervcd  for  Solomon. 

♦  2'SaiB*  vii.  24,  2S' 

t  See  IJiflert.  VI.   on   Deut  xxix.  10 — 15.     Where  the 

phrafes  are  explained  which  are  ufed  by  David. 

them, 
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them,  as  the  foundation  of  their  accefs  to  G6cl 
in  this  duty.     There   were   no  new  promlfcs 
made  to  them  at  this  time  j  but  only  a  repeti- 
tion of  the.  Davidic  ones,  with  fuch  others  as 
fuited  their  peculiar  circumftances :   **  And  he 
laid  uhto  me,  Solomon,  thy  fon,  he  (hall  bidld 
my  houfe,  and  my  coiU"ts :  for  I  have  chofen^ 
him  to  be  my  Son,  and  I  will  be  his  father. 
Moreover,  I  will  eftablifh  his  kingdom  for  ever. 
— ^Now,  therefore,  in  the  fight  of  all  Ifrael,  the 
congregation,  and  in  the  audience  rf  our  God," 
&c.     Now,  therefore;   that  is,  becaufe  of 
all    thefe    promifes,    ye    are    bound,    by    tics 
of  gi-atitude,    to    keep  all  God's    command- 
ments. 

FIFTHLY,  I  (hall  next  confider  the  Mini- 
STRY  OF  David- in  this  Tran faction;  and  it 
was  a  prophetic  adminiftration.  It  is  not  tpbe 
dpubted  but  David  gave  fome  proofs  of 
royalty  on  this  occ^on  :  For  the  congregation 
was  alfemblcd  for  the  pui'pofe  of  fettling  the 
fucceflion  to  the  crown,  as  well  as  for  entering 
into  a  religious  covenant  with  God .  But  even 
in  this  declaration,  re(ped:ing  the  kingdom,  he 
aAed  the  prophet  rather  than  the  prince ; — 
unvailing  the  purpofe  of  heaven  in  fetting  all 
his  fons  afide  from  the  throne,  except  Solo- 
mon: "  God  said  unto  me.  Thou  fhalt  not 
build  me  an  houfe,"  iScc.  "  And  he  said  vn- 
To  ME,  Solomon  thy  fon,  he  (hall  build  my 

houfe," 
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houfe  */'  &c.  In  all  which  David  publiflied 
not  his  own  ediA  ;  but  that  of  him  whp  is  King 
of  Kings  and  Lord  of  Lords. 

SIXTHLY,  I  (hall  now  attend  unto  the 
Matt  ER  of  this  Covenant.  It  is  concifely  de- 
livered by  the  facred  hiftorian,  in  the  follow- 
ing terms :  **  Now,  therefore,  in  fight  of  all 
Ifrael,  the  congregation  of  the  Lord  j  and  in 
the  audience  of  our  God,— ^keep,  and  feek  for 
all  the  commandments  of  the  Lord  your  God: 
that  ye  may  poflefs  this  good  land,  and  leave 
it  for  an  inheritance  for  your  children  after 
you  far  ever  "j*  .'*  Obferve  the  duties  unto  which 
they  were  engaged  ;  and  the  motive  unto  obe- 
dience. 

I.  The  Duties  unto  which  David  took  this 
Congregation  engaged ;  which  are,*  To  keep 
and  feck  for  all  the  commandments  of  tJie 
Lorcf.  .  They  muft  keep  all  the  command- 
ments of  the  Lord,  as  their  God  iji  covenant; 
that  is,  all  the  commandments  which  the  Lord 
God  of  Ifrael  had  given  them,  whether  mo- 
rals, ceremonials,  or  judicials.  The  duty  of 
keeping  them  is  expreffed  by  a  term  which  is 
frequently  ufed  to  denote  God^s  faithfulnefs  in 
performing  his  promifesij;, — teaching  Ifrael  to 
imitate  God  in  this  refpe<St  j  as  he  kcepeth  his 

*  I  Chron.  .xxviii.  3,  6.         f  1  Chron,  xxviii.  8. 

X  Dcut.  vii.  9i  12.     I  Kings  viii.  23^      2  Chron.  vi. 

14*  &c. 

^         Fff  covenaxit 
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covenant  ever  in  remembrance,  fo  we  ftiouU 
never  forget. his  precepts.  We  fliould  prefei-vc 
this  facred  depofitum,   with  heart  and  hand^ 

all  the  days  of  our  life. It  behoved  them 

to  SEEK  for  all  the  commandments  of  the 
Lord.  They  muft  apply  their  minds  to  fearch 
into  the  will  of  God  ;  They  muft  fearch  into 
it  with  care  and  confcience ;  their  defires  be- 
ing fet  upon  the  facred  (yftem  all  the  days,  of 
their  life.  This  duty  was  peculiarly  fit  at  this 
time,  as  Ifrael  was  funk  into  great  indifference 
'  and  ignorance,  during  the  reign  of  Saul  on 
•  the  one  hand ;  and  as  David,  and  other  pro- 
phets, had  added  various  books  unto  the  vo- 
lume of  infpiration,  on  the  other.  He  had 
alfo  given  various  direAions,  under  the  infal- 
lible guidance  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  refpeding 
the  worlhip  of  God  in  his  temple,  as  well  as 
the  duty  of  building  it.  Thefe  additions  to 
the  facred  canon  deferved  the  moft  diligent 
fcrutiny,  and  the  clofeft  attention  from  the  whole 
congregation.  The  tinith  is,  it  is  a  ftanding 
duty  to  fearch  the  fcriptures  ftill,  as  enjoined 
in  both  Teftaments  :  Said  Chrift,  '^Search  the 
Scriptures  :  for  in  them  ye  think  ye  have  eter- 
nal life*.''  Said  God,  by  Ifaiah,  **  Seek  ye 
out  of  the  book  of  the  Lord,  and  readf,"&c* 

2.  This  covenant  cpntains  motives  unto  o- 
bediencc. *^  That  ye  may  poffcfs  this  good 

•  John  ▼.  39.         t  If.  xxxir.  16. 

land.^ 
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land*/'.  Tiiat  is,  that  ye  may  continue  to 
pofllef^  that  land  which  your  anc^ftors  have 
peddled  more  than  four  hundred  years.  The 
pojreffion  of  this  land  was  neccflary  unto  the 
celebration  of  God's  worflhip;  as  feveral  parts 
of  it  could  not  be  obfcrvcdj  as  it  was  com- 
manded, any  where  elfc.  The  privileges 
enjoyed  in  this  land  alfo  exhibited,  as  in  a  fi- 
gure, thofe  immunities  which  are  referved  for 
the  heirs  of  falvation  in  the  better  country. 
■  Anotlier  motive  unto  the  duties  fpecified 
is,  *'  That  ye  may  leave  this  good  land  for  an 
inheritance  unto  your  children  after  yon  for  e- 
vevf"  This  motive  was  included  among  the 
promifes  of  the  Sinai  Covenant :  And,  as  re^ 
g^d  to  poftcrity  is  one  of  tlie  ftrongeft  aiFec- 
tions  that  God  has  implanted  into  the  hu- 
man heart,  under  tlie  divine  bleffing,  it  could 
not  fail  of  commanding  influence  on  the  con- 
dud  J. 

SEVENTHLY,  The  next  thing  in  order  is. 
The  Occasions  of  this  .Covenant.  As  the 
fpace  of  time  between  this  and  the  foregoing 

•   r  Chron*  xxviii.  8.         f  i  Chron.  xxviii.  8. 

:):  Hence  the  poet  excludes  Eunuchs  from  the  number 
of  the  merciful : 

Adde  quod  Eunuchus  nulla  pietate  movetur 
Nee  generi  iiatis  que  cavet,  dementia  cuniitis 
In  finiileS;  animoB  que  ligant  confotia  damni. 

Cjcaudiakt. 

Fff  2  tranfadion 
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tranfaiSiion  was  long ;  fo  the  incident  are  niH 
merous.  We  (hall  feleA  <»ily  a  few  :  The 
fpace  of  time  between  them  is. not  lefs  than 
four  hundred  years  *;  and  yet  the  hiftory  of  the 
church,  for  that  period,  is  difpatched  in  a  very 
few  chapters,  where  we  muft  not -expeiSl  an  ac- 
count of  every  thing  that  bcfel  her*  Wc  may 
obfcrve, 

I.  That  fliortly  after  the  death  of  Jofliua, 
/  and  the  elders  who  outlived  him,  having  been 
his  cotemporaries,  the  Church  was  pbnged  in- 
to very  great  corruption:  For  which  many 
reafons  may  be  alligned ;  (iich  as,  the  young 
generation's  forgetfulnefs  of  the  good  old 
paths  in  which  Caleb  and  Jofhua,^  and  the  reft 
of  the  godly  walked  ;  mixing  with,  and  learn- 
ing of  the  hcadien  their  ^^'^y,  inftead  of  cove- 
nanting with  the  Moft  High,  in  gratitude  for, 
and  abufe  of  mercy  received ;  idolatry,  tm- 
bridled  licentioufiiefs,  and  emulation  among 
the  tribes  themfclves,  the  native  effe<Sl  of  co- 
venant-violation with  God. 

S.Asa  correction  of  their  error,  and  cha- 
ftifemeitt  for  their  crimes,  God  delivered  them 
over  to  the  fury  of  their  enemies:  And  they 
tyrannized  over  them  with  unmixed  and  almoft 
, unexampled  cruelty.  They  travelled  over  a 
tracS:  of  fin   and  puniflimentj  of  repentance, 

*  Vide  Spanlictm.  Chron.  p.  234. 

deliverance, 
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deliverance, and  relapfe  after  repentance,  aliiloft 
as  often  as  God  railed  tip  a  deliverer  for  them. 
T'he  capital  crime  of  which  they  were  con- 
vii5led  is,  Covenant-violation  :  "  And  the  an- 
ger of  the  Lord  was  hot  againft  Ifrael ;  and 
he  faid^  becanfe  this  people  hath  traafgreflcd 
my  covenant,  which  I  commanded  their  fa- 
thers*," &c.  Covenant-violation  was  a  fin  as 
little  thought  of  in  that  age  as  in  this,  ^lerhaps; 
but  it  implied  every  other  fin,  as  the  covenant 
ext-endeti  to  the  whole  and  every  part  of  the 
law.  It  was  a  covenant  extending  from  fa- 
ther to  fon  ;  though  it  was  enjoined  their  fa- 
thers, yet  they  were  as  guilty  of  covenant-vio- 
lation as  if  they  had  covenanted  in  their  own 
perfbns,  when  tliey  tranfgreflcd  it. 

3.  From  time  to  time  God  had  raifed  up 
deliverers  unto  then*,  who  were  fo  many  fore- 
runners of  the  Redeemer  of  fouls.  The  de- 
fign  of  the  book  of  Judges,  and  the  firit  book 
of  Samuel,  is,  to  give  us  an  exalted  idea  of  di- 
vine fovereignty  in  this  rcfpeA.  The  delive- 
rance was  more  or  lefs  remarkable,  both  in 
point  of  degree  and  duration,  as  the  deliverer 
kept  God's  way.  Accordingly,  fomc  of  them 
were  honoured  to  advance^  at  once,  the  intc- 
refts  of  religion  and  the, commonwealth:  Some 
of  them,  fuch  as  Gideon's  family,  began  well, 
but  ended  \)1. 

*  J'wl«;ts  li.  20. 

4.  It 
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4.  It  was  rcfcrved  for  David  to  complete 
the  conqueft  of  Caiiaan ;  and  to  caufc  Ifrael 
make  various  advances  in  reformation,  fiq^c* 
rior  to  thofe  which  obtained  in  the  days  of  the 
Judges.  The  greater  part  of  the  Judges  ap 
pear  to  have  been  good  men,  as  well  as  great 
generals  ;  but  ftill  there  were  many  palpable 
defeds  in  the  public  ftate  of  religion  under 
fome  of  the  bcft  of  them*  T^e  ark  had  becu' 
removed  from  Shiloh  to  the  field  of  battle, 
juft  before  the  death  of  Eli.  It  was  taken  by 
the  Philiftines  ;  and,  although  they  fcnt  it  back 
into  the  land  of  Ifrael,  it  doqs  not  appear  that 
ever  it  was  replaced  all  the  days  of  Samuel 
and  Saul.  Thus  the  worflnp  of  the  tabernacle 
was  deranged,  l\eing  deprived  of  its  centre  ; 
but  David  had  not  only  prepared  a  place  for 
the  ark ;  but  alfo  brought  it  up  to  the  place 
w^hich  he. had  fitted  up  for  it.  He^ had  alio 
fettled  the  fervice  of  the  Priefts,  Lcvites,  Por- 
ters, and  Singers,  in  certam  courfes ;  which 
continued,  in  Ibme  meafure,  until  the  days  of 
the  MeflTiah.  The  moft  eflenrial  fervice,  how- 
ever, which  he  did  unjto  the  Church  was,  his 
writing  the  greater  part  of  the  book  of  Pialms; 
and  appointjing  them  to  be  ufed  both  in  tlie 
public  and  private  prailes  of  the  Church  of 
God,  which  practice  has  been  continued  even 
unto  this  time.  Much  about  the  fame  time, 
to  the  five  books  of  Mofcs  were  added  both 
the  books  of  Samuel,  and  tliat  of  Ruth  ;  as  the 
book  of  Judges  had  been,  probably,  fome  fliort 

time 
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time  before.  Now,  as  thcfe  pieces  of  I'efor- 
mation  had  been  attained  under  the  minrftry 
of  David,  as  a  prophet ;  and  under  his  aufpices, 
as  a  king ;  fo  it  was  proper  for  the  congrega- 
tion of  Ifrael  to  feck  them  out  ;  and,  having 
found  them,  to  keep  them  continually,  as 
was  exprelfed  in  the  article  of  the  covenant. 

5.  David^  and  the   congregation   of  Ifrael 
were  about  to  dedicate  part  of  their  fubftance 
unto  the  Lord,     Now,  it  was  fit,  that  the  de- 
dication of  their  perfons  fhonld  precede  that  cf 
their  fubltance.     It  did  (b  in  the  Macedonian 
church :   '^  Their  deep  poverty  abounded  unto 
the    riches  of  their  liberality:    For   to    their 
power,  I  bear  record,   yea,  and  beyond  their 
power,  they  were  wilhng  of  themfelves  ;  pray- 
ing us  with  much'  intreaty,  that  we  would  re- 
ceive the,  gift,   and  take  upon  us  the  fellow- 
fliip  of  the  miniftering  to  the  faints.    And  this 
they  did,  not  as  we  hoped,  but  fii^ft  gave  their 
own  felvcs    to    the  Lord*."     David    made    a 
very  liberal  dedication  of  his  fubftance  at  tliis 
time:   He  gave,  for  the  houfe  of  his  God,  the 
prodigious  fum   of  three   thoufand  talents  of 
gold,   and  (even  thoufand   talents  of  lilvcr,  of 
his  own  private  property.      The  congregation 
followed  the  royal  example.     But  that  which 
added  moft  beauty  unto   this  dedication  was, 
the  willing  mind  and  the  grateful  heart  of  the 

*'*•-•'  •a  Cor,  viii.  2—s. 

offerers. 
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offerers.  David  f\)eaks  of  it  in  the  ftyle  of  ad* 
miration;  ^'  But  vvho  am  I,  and  what  is  my 
people,  tliat  we  fliould  be  able  to  ojfer  fo  will- 
ingly after  this  fort  ?  for  all  things  come  of 
thee ;  and  of  thine  own  have  we  given  thee  " — 
'*  O  Lord,  our  God,  all  this  ftorerthat  we  have 
prepared  to  build  thee  an  houfe  for  thine  holy 
name,  cometh  of  thine  own  hand,  and  is  all 
thine  own*/' 

6.  David  was  near  his  latter  end  :  And  co- 
venant-renovation was  highly  neceflary  for  pre- 
ferving  that  reforoiation  which  God  had  ac- 
complifhed  in  his  days ; — ^foi^  encouraging  the 
young  generation  in  the  difcharge  of  their  du- 
ty. David  forefaw  the  importance '  of  that 
work  which  God  had  carved  out  for  furvivers; 
wherefore,,  like  Mofes  and  Jofliija,  he  ufed  co- 
venanting when  near  his  latter  end,  as  a  means 
of  making  them  ftrengthen  one  another's 
hands,  and  encourage  one  another's  heart  in^ 
the  execution  of  it '[. 

EIGHTHLY,  The  next  thing  is.  The  Con- 
FiR]vrATiONS    of  this   Covenant.-     There    are 
'  *  two  fblemnities  for  tiiis  purpofe,  marked  in  the 
facred  text,  . 

*   I  Chr<)n.  xxix.  14.  16. 

f  A  variety  of  other  Occadons  might  have  been  fpc- 
cified;  but,  rather  than  fwell  the  work,  I  beg  leave  to 
refer  the  reader  to  Spanheim,  F.  F.  Hift.  V.  T.  p-  .34^* 
and  359.     Lcid.  de  Repub.  Lib.  VII.  cap.  vii. 

I.  David 
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!•  David  took  the  whole  congregation  wit* 
ncFs  againft  every  individual  in  it,  in  cafe  of 
violation :  "  Now,  tlicreforc,  in  the  fight  of  ajl 
Ifrael,  the  congregation  of  the  Lord  ^/'  The 
whoU  congi-egation  would  rife  up  againft  the 
perfbn  who  would  dare  to  violate  fuch  an  en- 
gagement.    See  alfo  the  preceding  Covenant. 

2.  This  Covenant  w^as  confirmed  with  thp  ^ 
folemnity  of  an  oath.     It  was  adminiftered  not 
only  in  die  fight  of  all   Ifi*ael  j  but  alfo,  "  in 
the  audience  of  our  God  -j- ."     In  the  former 
Covenant,  the  ftoncs  which  Jofliua  fet  up  are    , 
laid  to  hear:   In  this  one,  the  Lord  is  faid  to 
hear.  The  original  phrafe  is,  **  In  the  ears 
OF   out^   God.*'     Both  the  adminiftration  and 
acceptance     of   this    Covenant   were    in    the 
ears  of  the  Lord.     When  ears  are  afcribed  to 
Cod,  they  denote  his  oninifcience.     This  man- 
ner of  expreflion   imports  a  folemn  appeal  to 
God,  as  the  omnifcient  witnefs  and  omnipotent, 
judge  of  bis  people. 

.    LASTLY,  I  fhall  clofe  this  Diflertation  with 
an  Ikference  or  two. 

I.  We  may  fee,  that  God  ufually  makes 
ufe  of  one  inftrument  for  the  commencement, 
and  another  for  the  confummation  and  per- 
feeing  of  his  work.  MoTes  began  IfraeVs  jour- 
ney to  Canaan ;  Jofliua  finiflied  it.     David  pre- 

♦  I  Chron.  xxyili.  8.         f  Ibid*. 

J^.       Ggg  pared 
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pared  for  the  temple  building  and  fcrvicc ; 
Solomon  had,  the  honour  of  completing  both. 
LiUther  •  began  the  Reformation  j  Calvin  was 
honoured  to  bring  it  to  greater  perfe^on,  and 
nearer  conformity  to  the  pattern  (hewed  in  the 
holy  Scriptures. 

2.  A  PUBLIC  SPIRIT  for  the  advancement 
of  religion  is  perfectly  conlift^t  withtnie  Pa- 
triotifm.  David  was  not  tmly  a  good  king, 
and  great  patriot ;  but  all-b  an  eminent. prophet, 
and  a  great  faint*  Thefe  lineaments  of  his 
chara<Jler  di(pofed  him  to  prefer  the  fettlcmcnt 
of  the  Church  to  that  of  the  fucceflion  of  the 
Crown  ;  the  building  of  the  temple  to  the  build- 
ing of  the  palace :  In  a  word,  the  things  of 
God  to  thofe  of  his  kingdom  and  family.  But 
he  was  by  no  means  a-wanting  as  to  his  con- 
cern for  the  intereft  of  both  his  iiibje^  and 
children.  He  intended  to  bring  their  civil  con* 
cerns  into  fubordination  to  their  religious  con- 
cerns: To  advance  them  in  that  (iibordination, 
not  othcrways :  And  it  is  only  in  this  channel 
that  we  can  expcA  civil  concerns, to .profper. 
Matters  will  never  be  right  with  us  till  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Church  be  endued  with  his  (pirit. 

3.  Solemn  Covenanting  is  a  AiitAblc  pre- 
paration for  important  fer vices.  Perfonal  Cove- 
nanting (hould  precede  the  entrance  on  perfonal 
fervice.  Public  Covenanting  preceded  the  dedi- 
cation of  fubftance  for  temple  building,  as  well 
as  the  work  of  temple  building  itfelf. 

~         ~  "  DISSER- 
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ON        THE 


COVENANT  BETWEEN  GOD  anp  JUDAH, 

IN  THE  REIGN  OF  ASA. 


H 


2    ChRON.    XV.      12 '^14. 

ERE  I  (hall  attend — I.  Unto  the  Parties 
Cov^atftSHg. — ^11.  The  Matter  of  the 
Covenant. — III.  The  Manner  of  Covenanting. 
rv.  The  Poiaiihmcnt  of  Idolaters. — V.  The 
jOccafiOdttB  of  tills  Tranfaiftion. — ^V|.  The  Con- 
firmations of  it. — Deducino-  fonie  Inferences 
from  the  whole. 

* 

fIRST,  I  muil  attend  unto  the'  Parties 
Covenanting. 

I.  Th e  Party  m>to  whom  they  engaged  is, 
'*  The  Cord  God  of  dieir  Fathers.''  As  their 
fatl^rs  covenanted  for  tlieir  feed,  as  well  as 
for  themfelves  ^  fo  theie  •  coVenanters  looked 
b#i(ck  unto  that  cpvenant-relation  in  which  Gotl 
G  g  g  2  flood 
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ftood  unto  them.  And  when  they  took  up  this 
charadier,  as  that  on  Avhich  they  behcved,  and 
to  which  they  vowed,  their  deed  amounted  to 
an  explicit  renovation  of  all  thofe  covenants 
into  which  their  fathers  had  entered.  As  they 
had  covenanted  with  this  God  in  the  loins  of 
their  fathers,  fo  they  alfo  make  a  folemn  re- 
cognition of  all  thofe  foederal  engagements  in 

their  own  perfons. The  Party  unto  whom 

they  vowed  is  alfo  denominated,  **  The  Lord 
God  of  Ifrael ;"  i.  e.  of  the  congregation  of 
Ifrael,  from  its  firft  erection  until  that  time,  as 
well  as  Ifrael  their  father.     The  God  of  all 

who  are  Ifraelites   indeed. He  alfo  bears 

this  name  in  opi>o(ition  to  the  gods  of  the  na- 
tions round  about,  as  well  as  the  calves  of  Dan 
and  Bethel,  which  Jeroboam  had  fet  up  in  I(- 
rael  itfelf.  The  intent  of  this  charaAer  was, 
to  teach  them,  that,  though  Jeroboam  had  faid 
of  his  calves,  "  Thefe  be  thy  gods,  O  Ifrael !"' 
yet  Jehovah  had  the  fole  claim  unto  that  ho* 
nour. 

2.  The  Party  vowing  is  Judah  and  Benja- 
min, with  (b'angers  out  of  Epbraim,  ManaflTeh, 
and  the  tribe  of  Simeon.  Judah  and  Benjamin 
continued  in  the  worfliip  of  the  true  God,  when 
the  greater  part  of  the  ten  tribes  revolted  from 
it,  as  well  as  from  their  allegiance  to  the  houfc 
of  David.  Many  of  the  ten  tribes,  however, 
fell  off  again  from  the  worfhip  of  the  calves  to 

that 
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that  of  the  true  God,   on  this  occafion  ;   and 
took  part  in  this  Covenanted  Refoi*mation. 

SECONDLY,  The  Matter  of  this  Cove- 
nant falls  under  our  confideration  in  the  next 
place.  The  bond  is  not  inferted  at  length,  in- 
deed, but  the  fcope  of  it  is  eafil^  gathered  from 
what  is  declared.  The  comprchenfive  duty  to 
which  they  engaged  is,  to  "  seek  the  Lord 
€rod  of  their  fathers."  This  includes  the  in- 
ternal motions  of  the  foul  towards  God,  as  the 
chief  good  ; — the  fearcli  of  the  underftanding 
into  the  mjftery  of  liis  truth,  and  the  glory  of 
bis  perfections  ; — the  motions  of  the  alfe<5tions 
in  following  hard  after  God :  "  When  thoti 
didik  (ay.  Seek  ye  my  face  ;  my  heart  faid 
unto  thee.  Thy  face.  Lord,  will  I  seek.** 
— "With    my    fpirit   within   me   will  I  seek 

thee  early/' This  duty  alfo  includes  an 

obfcrvance  of  all  divine  inftitutions,  and  that 
with  the  utmoft  care  :  For  God  can  neither  be 
fought  nor  found  but  in  the  way  of  his  own  in- 
iftitutions.  The  original  word,^  cxprefflve  of 
duty,  is  the  fame  in  this  Covenant  as  in  the 
foregoing  one  ;  the  objeA  is  a  little  diverfified, 
in  a  fuitablenefs  to  their  peculiar  circumft^nces. 
It  was  lit  to  mention  tlie  commandments  of 
the  Lord  in  David's  days,  becaufe  fbme  new 
ones  had  been  given  unto  the  Chmxh  by  hii 
miniftry:  It  was  fit  to  mention  the  Lord  God 
of  their  fathers  at  this  time,  becaufe  Jero- 
boam had  intioduced  ftrange  g(>ds  in  his  room. 

THIRDLY, 
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THIRDLY,  The  Manner  in  which  they 
covenanted ns  tlie  next  brancii  of  our  fidjed; 

I.  They  did  it  with  all  the  heart. 
That  is,  they  did  it  in  finccrity,  in  oppofiuon 
to  feigned  profcffions  of  faith  and  obedience. 
Their  duty  correfponded  with  the  divine  rule ; 
for  it  required  them  to  love  God  with  all  their 
heart  and  with  all  their  ibul ;  the  former  dc^ 
noting  the  underftanding,  that  governing  fa- 
culty ;  and  the  latter  the  will*.  The  law  ex- 
tended to  all  the  people,  and  to  all  of  the 
man ;  to  each  faculty  and  power  of  the  foul, 
and  to  every  member  of  the  body.  Hence  we 
may  conclude,  that  this  was  not  a  ftate  cove- 
nant in  the  commonw'ealth  :  For  paatters  of 
ftatc  can  only  aiFeA  the  outward  man.     It  b 

♦  Some  learned  men  explain  tlie  terms  i^eart  and 
SOUL  otherways.  Mr  Romaine^  for  example  (Sermons 
on  Mark  xii.  28 — 31),  gnderflaiids  the  firlt  of  the  afFec- 
tions ;  but  it  is  taken  for  the  iniderftanding,  Job  ix.  4. 
Pfal.  xcY.  10.  If.  vi.  10.  Stoc^ius  :  And,  when  placed 
before  foul,  it  is  nioft:  natural  to  explain  the  former  of 
the  intellectual  powers  ;  fee  Ainfworth  on  Deut.  vi.  5. 
Dr  Pocock  on  Hofea,  p.  307.  Mr  Romaine  alfo  in/i- 
iiuates,  tJiat  "  the  term  rendered  soul  never  denotes 
the  immaterial  and  immortal  fpirit ;  but  is  coJ»(lant]y 
ufed  for  the  parts  concerned  in  carrying  on  the  circula- 
tion of  the  blood,  and  in  which  the  appetites  of  the  hu- 
man frame  are  placed."  But  though  it  be  granted,  that 
tlie  word  is  {bmetimes  taken  in  an  inferior  i'unte ;  yet  it 
»inu{b  alfo  denote  the  immortal  fpirit.  Gen.  xxjcv.  18. 
And  when  placed  in  fuch  a  cpnnc<rtfon  as  in  this  text,  it 
denotes  the  will  ajjd  aiPection^^  Gen.  xxii.  S»  i* Kings 
xix.  3. 

incompetent 
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incompeteiit/for  ftatcfmen  to  penetrate  into  the 
heart. 

2.  Th  E  Y  rejoiced  at .  the  oath  of  God : 
"  They  fwarc  nnto  the  Lord  >yith  a  loud  voice, 
and  with  ftiouting,  and  with  trumpets,  and 
with  cornets  *."  Thefe  iiiflnunents  were 
uftd  in  the'  duty  of  praifc,  which  preceded, 
or  followed  the  folemn  action*  This  is  much 
more  natural  than  to  fuppofe,  that  the  iacred 
bond  was  announced  with  the  found  of  truxn* 
pet.  Times  of  covenanting  have  ever  been  ' 
feafons  of  gladnefs  and  rejoicing  ;  fo  far  is  it 
from  being  true,  that  this  folemn  fervice  is 
dull  and  infipid  :  But  this  denionflration  of  joy 
was  adapted  to  the  dTfpenfation  under  which 
they  covenanted  with  God.  It  would  be  fal- 
lacious to  a  degree,  however,  to  conclude  in 
favour  of  inftrumental  muilc  in  divine  worfhip^ 

♦  The  inftrumcnts  of  praife^  imder  the  typical  difpen- 
i^don,  were  many.  The  learned  Mr  Foord  enumerates 
no  fewer  than  fixteen  Jiflfercnt  kinds  (Prxf.  ad  Expofit. 
p.  2.)}  but  others  reckon  they  were  not  fo  many-  Schind- 
icr  mentions  only  (even.  ProbabJy  the  fame  inl^rnments 
had  different  names 7  If  fo,  SchiiidJer's  calculation  will 
be  fomid  moft  correct.  But  the  truth  is,  as  the  whole  of  the 
inlbumental  mufic  which  was  ufed  in  the  worfhip  of  God 
feems  to  have  been  confined  to  the  tabernacle  and  temple, 
99d  to  have  periihed  with  the  latter  ;  fo  that  we  can^ 
with  certainty,  determine  little  or  nothing  concerning  it. 
No  one  thing  can  be  more  imaginary  than  the  attempts 
of  the  Popiih  Churches  to  revive  this  part  of  the  Jewifh 
ceremonies,  when  in  abfolute  uncertainty  as  to  the  na- 
tm-e  of  it ;  and  efpecially  after  the  folemn  burial  of  tl^m 
all  in  the  deftruc^lion  of  Jerufalcm. 
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on  the  one  band  ;  or  to  conclude  againft  Co- 
venanting, as  a  ceremoqial  duty,  becaufe  of 
this  circumftance  attending  it,  on  the  other. 

FOtJRTHLY,  The  Punishment  oC  fuch 
as  would  not  feek  the  Lord  God  of  their  fa- 
thers deferves  to  be  confidered  in  the  next 
place :  "  That  wbofoever  would  not  feek  the 
Lord  God  of  Ilrael  fliould  be  put  to  death, 
whether  fmall  or  great,  whether  man  or  wo- 
man*." This  punifliment  was  jfirft  denoun- 
ced when  God  gave  the  judicial  law  to  Molcs} 
and  Afa  applied  it  to  the  particular  cafe  of  the 
kingdom  in  his  day.  The  .only  queftion  to 
which  1  (hall  attend  is,  If  this  law  were  pecu- 
liar to  the  Jews,  or  common  to  all  men  ?  In 
anfwer  to  which  I  fliall  obferve, 

I.  That  Idolatry,  refpeAing  the  dbjeA  of 
worfliip,  is  a  crime  punifliable  by  the  law  of 
nature,  being  a  manifeft  violation  of  it.  But, 
to  fet  the  matter  in  a  clearer  point  of  view, 
The  law  of  natuie  muft  be  conliderc.d  as  ope- 
rating in  a  ftate  of  natiu^c  ;  or,  as  in  a  ftate 
of  civil  fociety.  Idolatry  in  a  ftate  of  nature, 
is  a  crime  againft  the  law  of  nature  ;  but,  in 
that  ftate,  one  man  is  to  another  as  one  inde- 
pendent nation  is  to  another ;  no  man  having 
right  to  hurt  another,  except  in  the  cafe  of 
felf-defcnce;  or  in  the  prevention  and  repara- 

♦  2  Chron.  xv.  13, 
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tion  of  injuries.     The  right  of  executing  the 
law  of  nature,  in  this  ftate,  cannot  be  exerted 
in  the  reftraint  of  crimes  which  are,  by  remote 
confecjuerices  only^  hurtful  to  fociety.     Idola- 
try, therefore,  though  a  crime  againft  the  law* 
of  nature,  prior  to  the  cre<Stion  of  fociety,  muft 
be  left  to  the  judgment  of  Cod  j  feeing  there 
is  no  human  jiu'ifdicflion  empowered  to  reftrain 
it.     But,  in  a  ftate  of  civil  fociety,  it  is  quite 
othcrways.    The  civil  law  is  fupcr-indiiced,  and 
comes  in  aid   of  the  law  of  nature  :  And  the 
execution  of  that  law  is  intruded  to  the  civil 
jnagiftrate.    Therefore,  where  the  raagiftratc 
knows  the  true  God,   and  where  his  fubjeds 
have  known  him  likeways^  he  is  bound  to  pu- 
hifh  fuch  idolaters  as  let  up  falfe  gods  within 
his  jurifdi^ion ;  nor  can  he  protec5t  the  public 
fafety  if  he  does  otherways  :   For  the  acknow- 
ledgment of  God  is  eflentiaUy  neceflary  unto 
the  being  of  fociety,  tliat  oaths,  which  are  ap- 
peals to  his  omnifcience  and  omnipotence  may 
be  of  force.     Oaths  are   the  ligaments  of  fo- 
ciety ;   but  if  that  being,  by  whom  we  fwear, 
be  fuperfedcd,    and  vanities  fubftituted  in  his 
room,  the(e  ligaments  are  diflblved,  and,  by 
Confequence,  fociety  itfelf  *. 

2.  The 

♦  The  docflrines  of  toleration  and  reilraint,  in  matters 
of  religion,  ought  to  he  touched  with  a  delicate  hand,  1 
grant  ;  but,  I  hope,  I  haVe  not  exceeded  in  what  is  de- 
livered. Dr  Owen,  who  was  never  fufpe(5led  of  intole- 
rant principles^  carries  the  matter  iiiuch  higher  ;  **  It 
*         Hhli  is 
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2.  The  magiftrates  of  the  Jewilli  repubfic 
were  bound  to  punifli  idolaters  on, a  two-fold 
account :  They  were  bound  to  do  it  on  the 
jirinciples  juft  mentioned  ;  and  fdr  reafons  pc- 
euliar  to  their  theocratical  government.  God 
Was  King  of  the  Jews,  or  head  of  the  theocra- 
cy ;  therefore,  he  could  not  fufFer  any  other 
deity,  more  than  any  earthly  king  could  ad- 
mit a  rival  into  his  kingdom;  Two  heads  of 
the  fame  kind  and  order  in  any  commoiiwealth 
ai-e  abfolutely  incompatible-  Hence  idolatry 
had  a  particular  aggravatoon  in  Canaan,  be- 
yond what  it  has  in  any  other  country ;  it  a- 
moiinted  to  nothing  lefs  dian  high  treafon  : 
Now^  treafon  has  been.d^^emed  capital  in  every 
age.  Hence,  we  may  fee,  how  unjuftly  the 
Mofaic  fyftem  in  general,  and  this  covenant  hi 
particular,  have  been  charged  with  cruelty  by 
the  Deifts  and  libertines  of  thefe  times.  They 
grant,  that  treafon  has  ever  been  cohlidercd  as 
a  capital  crime  among  mankind  ;  and  they 
dare  not  deny,  but  the  traitor  juftly  pays  his 
head,  when  in  the  power  of  majc'fty  :  But  here 
they  tax  the  execution  of  traitors  with  the 
moft  flagrant  injuftice  !  Shocking  abfurdity  I 
Grofs  infatuation  ! 

is  the  duty  of  magiftrates,"  faid  he,  "  not  to  allow  any 
public  places  fot  fklfe  and  abominable  -WDrfliip ;  as  alfo, 
to  deHiolifli  all  outward  appearances  of  fuchfiiperftitious, 
idolatrous,  and  unacceptable  fei*vice.  Let  Papifts,  wha 
are  idolaters  ;  and  Socinians,  who  are  anthropolatrae, 
plead  for  themfclvcs."  See  Dr  Owen  on  Toleration, 
and  DrLgwfa's  Letter  to  Dr  Warburton. 

FIFTHLY; 
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FIFTHLY,  We  may  now  confiUcr  tlie  Oc- 
casions of  this  Covenant.  The  interval  be- 
tween this  tranfaAipn  and  that  in  lall  year  of 
David^s  reign  was  near  fcventy-fix  years:  For 
the  kings  which  were  between  David  and  A  fa 
reigned  juft  fixty  years  ;  and  this  covenant  took 
place  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  Ala's  reign.  More 
particularly, 

1.  This  covenant  obtained  after  God  had 
accompliflied  various  promifes  made  to  Ifracl 

*.inthe  Davidic  Covenant.  He  had  fet  Solo- 
mon on  the  throne  of  his  father  David,  bleflcd 
Ifrael  with  remarkable  peace  and  profperity 
Under  his  government ;  enabled  him  to  build  a 
moft  (plendid  houfe  for  the  name  of  the  Lord*; 
and  brouglit  every  part  of  the  ceremonial  wor- 
fliip  unto  the  higheft  pitch  of  perfed:ion  and 
glory.  Now,  the  accompliflimcnt  of  Cod's 
promifes  laid  them  under  new  obligations  to 
devote  themlelvcs  to  him  who  bellowed  all 
things  fo  liberally  on  them  :  And  it  was  pro- 
per to  teftify  their  gratitude  for  the  advance- 
ii>ent  of  his  work  among  tliem,  by  vowmg  to 
him  who  had  brought  them  hitherto.     ^ 

2.  The  glory  of  the  kingdom,  and  efpecial- 
ly  the  fplendor  of  i"cligion,  had  been  greatly 
eclipfed  by  Solomon's  apoftacy.     That  fame 

♦  For  a  delineation  of  tliis  fabric,  and  a  view  of  the 
myftcrics  vailed  under  it,  fee  Lee  on  Solomon's  Temple, 
as  alfo  Arias  Montau.  Villalpand,  and  Le\\  is  Cappellus 
on  the  fubjcifb. 

Hhh  2  Solomon 
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Solomon  who  had  been  fo  much  the  objeA  of 
divine  love,  unto  whom  God  had  appeared 
twice,  even  he  fell  into  the  hon'id  fin  of  idola- 
try ;  and  that  in  an  advanced  period  of  life. 
Fondnefs  for  imitating  the  fartiions  of  the  gi'cat, 
in  matters  of  religion  as  well  as  common  life, 
has  bceh  the  plague  of  both  ancient  and  mo- 
dern times  ;  therefore,  it  is  not  improbable, 
that,  in  compliance  with  their  prince,  his  cour- 
tiers relinquilhed  the  true  religion  and  a  good 
conlcience  along  with  him.  Solomon  himlelf  ^ 
was  probably  reclaimed,  however,  and  wrote 
the  book  of  Eccleliaftes  after  his  refoi'mation. 

3.  Tu  E  apoftacy  of  Solomon  had  been  fig- 
nully  puniflicd  in  the  revolt  of  the  ten  tribes 
from  under  the  authority  of  the  family  of  Da- 
vid, which  was  followed  with  remarkable  apo- 
ftacy from  the  true  religion,  and  dreadful  co- 
venant-violation. Jeroboam,  for  political  rea- 
I'ons,  prohibited  the  males  froni  appearing  three 
times  a-year  before  the  Lord  at  Jerufalem,  as 
was  required  by  the  law  of  TVlofes.  To  ac- 
commodate them  in  his  own  dominions,  he  fet 
up  oi^e  calf  at  Bethel,  the  Ibuth  end  of  his 
i^ingdom,  dh  the  borders  of  that  of  Judah,  to 
prevent  tlic  Ifraelites  from  going  into  it:  An- 
other at  Dan,  that  he  might  at  once  accom- 
modate the  hoi^em  territories,  and  alio  draw 
perfons  hither  from  the  fouthcrh  parts.  Thefe 
reafons  were  too  grols,  however,  to  be  either 
affigned  or  avowed  :  The  oftenfible  one  was, 
iheir  perfonal  eafe  ;  '^  It^  is  too  much  for  you 

to 
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to  go  up  to  Jerufalem."  This  idolatry  greatly  ^ 
refemblecl  that  of  the  golcle.11  calf;  and  tlie  mo- 
narch's fpeech  fee  ins  to  have  been  copied  from 
Aaron's  on  that  occafion.  Corruption  had 
made  alarming  progrefs  under  the  aufpices  of 
the  kings  of  Ifrael,  which  loudly  called  for  an 
explicit  tclVimony  ^gainft  it,  as  well  as  the 
prcfent  application  of  a  proper  remedy. 

4.  The  Lord,  in  fovcreign  grace,  had  re- 
ferved  a  remnant  for  himfelf,  notwithltanding 
thefe  (haking  providences,  and  heinous  prova- 
cations.  The  facred  hilloiian  remarks  various 
things  which  obtained,  in  favour  of  religion,  uii^ 
der  the  reign  of  Afa.  He  took  away  the 
altars,  brake  down  the  high  places  and  ima- 
ges, and  cut  down  the  gi'oves.  The  Lord 
had  alfo  given  feveral  viAories  to  the  children 
of  Judali ;  and  fent  various  encouraging  mef- 
fages  by  his  prophets  unto  them :  *'  And  when 
Afa  heard  thefe  words,  he  took  courage,  and 
put  away  the  abominable  idols  out  of  the  land 
of  Benjamin,  and  of  the  cities  which  he  had 
taken  from  mount  Ephraim  ;  and  renewed  the 
altar  of  the  Lord  that  was  before  the  porch  of 
the  Lord."  Now,  as  this  reformation  was  ge- 
nuine in  its  principle, — ^large  in  its  extent,  it 
>vas  proper  to  make  it  a  covenanted-reforma- 
tion,  tha^  it  might  be  lalting  in  its  duration. 

SIXTHLY,  The  Solemnities  by  which 
this  Covenant  was  ratified,  maybe  cqnfidcred 
m  the  nex^t  place. 

u  It 
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1.  It  was  confirmed  by  Oath  *.  The  form 
of  the  oath  is  not  regiftered  'm  the  infpired  vo- 
lume ;  nor  can  the  particular  mode  of  fwear- 
ing  be  learned  from  it :  but  as  to  the  ccrtaiiv* 
\y  of  the  fatSk  we  have  no  reafon  to  hefitate. 

2.  It  was  probably  ratified  by  facrifice  and 
writing.  The  facred  hiftorian  aflures,  that 
they  offered  facrifices  at  the  lame  time.  Now, 
although  fome  of  them  might  be  offered  be- 
fore the  fblemn  action,  as  a  preparative  for 
it ;  yet,  it  is  probable,  there  were  others  offer- 
ed befides  them.  It  is  alfo  reafonable  to  con- 
clude, that  as  diey  covenanted  under  the  in- 
fluence of  the  Holy  Gh6ft,he  would  iqduce  them 
to  ufe  every  folemnity  which  had  been  left  on 
record  for  their  imitation. 

I  5 HALL  now  clofe  this  diflertation  with  an 
Inference  or  two  for  improvement  of  what 
has  been  faid. 

1.  We  may  fee  the  imperfeAion  of  grace, 
even  in  -the  wifeft  and  beft  of  God's  children, 
in  this  world.  Solomon,  the  wifeft  of  men, 
yielded  to.  a  trifling  temptation;  fo  as  to  de- 
face that  fyftem  which  had  arrived  at  its  me- 
ridian fpleudor  under  his  a,u(pices.  Elxcellence 
of  gifts,  abundance  of  manifeftation,  are  no 
barrier  againft  a  partial  apoftacy  :  Solomon  had 


2  Chron.  \v.  14. 
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both ; — we  read  of  his  fall,  but  not  of  his  re- 
pentance. Good  king  Afa,  in  the  fifteenth  year 
of  his  reign,  was  alfo  a  diftinguifhed  covenanter  j 
in  the  laft  years  of  his  reign,  when  he  was  cen- 
fiired  by  Hanani  the  Seer,  ''  he  was  wroth  with 
the  Seer,  and  put  him  in  the  prifon-honfe/' 
This  rebellion  againft  jxxA  cenfure,  contumacy 
againft  the  authority  of  the  Seer,  and  putting 
him  in  prifon,  did  not  deftroy  the  work  of  God 
in  his  foul,  nor  difannul  his  title  to  the  hea- 
renly  inheritance  :  For  the  Spirit  of  God  wit- 
neflcth,notwithftanding  thefe  things,  "his  heart 
wasperfe<i  with  the  Lord  all  his  days." 

2.  Covenanting  ought  to  be  eflayed  and 
pracSifed  by  the  fmaller  number  of  profeflbrs 
of  religion,  evefn  when  the  greater  part  con- 
tinue in  apoftacy,  and  refufe  to  be  reclaimed. 
The  ten  tribes  were  the  greaicr,  and  apofla- 
tiang  church :  The  two  tribes  the  lelfer,  and 
reforming  one.  Notwithftanding  the  majority 
was  on  the  fide  of  defeAion ;  yet  the  minoi' 
part  did  not  lofe  their  right  unto  their  cove- 
nanted God,  neither  were  their  obligations  to 
him  diflblved.  It  has  been  faid  by  fome.  Co- 
venanting b  inexpedient  in  tlie  prcfent  time,  as 
the  greater  part  t>f  Chriftians  are  otherways 
minded.  But,  if  the  objeAion  be  valid  now, 
why  was  it  not  fo  then  ?  They  might  have  faid, 
when  the  ipirit  of  God  excited  them  to  this 
duty,  "  The  majority  of  profeflbrs  are  againft 
it,  pray,  therefore,  have  us  excufed,*     Might 
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not  the  prophet  eafily  rejoin,  "  THe  authority 
of  God,  intcrpofed  in  his  precept,  is  fufficieirt 
warrant  for  prefent  duty,  though  all  the  world 
he  agamft  it/'  Should  any  ftill  infift,  that  "  If 
the  majority  avow  their  religion  with  the  fo- 
lemnity  of  an  oath,  and  the  minority  theirs, 
then  the  land  will  be  profaned  with  contradic- 
tory fwearing."  The  anfwer  is  caiy.  The  pro- 
fanity lies  at  the  door  of  them  who  fweai*  unto 
a  falfe  religioiy ;  and  the  profeflbrs  of  the  true 
religion  are  by  no  means  anfwerable  for  the 
oppofers  of  it.  Moreover,  few  who  have  im- 
bibed falfe  principles,  and  followed  corrupt 
pradlices,  ever  durft  avow  them  with  the  fo- 
lemnity  of  an  bath.  Sin  and  error  delight  to 
walk  in  the  fliade. 


D I  S  S  E  R- 
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D    IT       TUX 

COVENANT  BETWEEN  GOD  ANb  JtJOAH, 

IN  THE  DAYS  OF  JEHOIADA. 

fi  Kings  xi,  i;.    i  Chrok.  xiciii  Id, 


AS  this  tranfadtion  took  place  at  a  very  rfc* 
markable  revolution  of  the  State^  it  may 
toot  be  improper  to  attend,-^!.  Unto  the  Cha- 
radcr  and  Circumftances  of  the  Covenanters. 
—II,  The  Minifter  who  bore  a  principal  fliare 
in  that  revolution,  and  who  difpenfed  this 
Covcnant.-^IlI.  Confidcr  the  Subftancc  of  the 
Covenant^ — ^IV.  The  Occafions  of  it. — ^And 
then  exclude  with  forae  Reflections  on  the 
whol^. 

FIRST,  I  muft  attend  Unto  the  Ch A ract  1 1L 
and  Circumstances  of  the  Coventoters. 
The  (ketch  which  is  drawn  of  them  by  the  in- 
fpired  hiftorian  is  ftiortcr  than  ufnal :  Our  fur-* 
ycy  rauft  be  contraded  in  proportion!  They 
*         liiv  ..    were 
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M^ere  Jdioi^da,  — all  the  people,  —  and  the 
Kinor. 

o 

1.  Jehoiada  whofe  charai3;er  is  afterwards 
reviewed,  as  the  Minifter  in  this  tranfaAionr 
^'  And  Jehoiada  made  a  covenant  between 
Hi.n,  and  between  all  the  people*,"  &c.  Some 
refer  the  relative,  him,  as  rcferrino;  to  the  re- 
mote  antecedent  Jehovah,  or  Lord,  mention- 
ed in  vcrfe  fourteenth  ;  and  they  include  the 
intermediate  verfes  in  a  parenthefis  "j-.  And 
the  fenfe,  according  to  this  connection  is,  and 
Jehoiada  made  a  covenant  between  the  Lord 
and  all  the  people.  But  this  conne<9:ion  feems, 
to  me  at  leaft,   far  Itraincd  ;    efpecially  as  a 

much  more  natural  account  of  things  may  be 
had,  by  referring  the  relative  him  to  Jehoia- 
da, as  its  immediate  antecedent.  Jehoiada 
fuftained  a  two-fold  character  ;  that  of  an  emi- 
nent covenanter,  and  that  of  an  High-prieft  in 
the  congregation.  Like  Mo^fcs,  he  was  God's 
reprefentative  ;  and  al(b  a  typical  mediator, 
through  whom  the  people  drew  near  to  God  J. 

2.  All  the  people  were  covenairters  at 
this  time.     The  univerfal  defignation  uCcd  m 

*  2  Chron.  xjiiii.  t6. 

+  Junius  and  Tremellius  in  their  annotations  fub- 

joined   to  their  tranflation.     In  the  paraUel  place,  in 

Kings,  the  fenfe  mnft  be  according  to  their  view  of  it, 

indeed  ;  but  then  Lord  i$  infcrted,  and  not  referred  to. 

$  See  DioDATi,  Henry  on  the  text,  elpccialljPiscATORv 
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tlie  book  of  the  Chronicles,  is  to  be  undcrftood 
of  the  greater  part  of  the  two  tribes,  as  di- 
ftinguiihed  from  the  ten,  and  alfo  from  the 
nations  round  about  them./  It  is  alfo  to  be  un- 
dcrftood  of  ALL  who  were  fit  to  enter  into  the 
congregation  of  the  Lord. — Various  orders  of 
people  are  enumerated  m  the"^ context,  cfpeci- 
ally  fuch  as  held  any  military  rank  amonc; 
them:  They  are  defigned  rulers  over 
HUNDREDS,  and  captains,  and  the  g  uard. 
They  arc  alfo  dcfcribed  as  perfous  entering  in 
on  the  Sabbath. 

3.  The  Kuig  is  alfo  reckoned  to  the  num- 
ber of  co\'enanters  on  this  occadon.  He  bound 
himfelf  to  be  one  of  the  Lord's  people,  in  op- 
pofition  to  wicked  Athaliah,  and  her  accom- 
plices, who  were  eminently  Baal's  people.  In 
his  pubUc  charatSber,  he  became  at  once  the 
pattern  and  prote^^or  of  the  true  religion,  as 
well  as  an  oppofer  of  falfc  worlhip.  But  it 
might  be  enquired,  How  could  Joafh  be  an  in- 
telligent covenanter  when  only  leven  years  of 
age  ?  It  might  be  anfwered,  Youth  come  (bon- 
er to  the  exercife  of  reafbn,  as  well  as  majo- 
rity, in  thofe  warmer  oriental  climates,  than  in 
our  cold  ones.  Irrefragable  evidence  might 
be  produced  from  Jcwifh  hiftory  and  antiqui- 
ties, to  prove  that  civil  contraifls  might  be 
made  by  perfons  in  that  nation,  at  the  age  of 
twelve,  by  females  at  lead:  j  whereas  our  laws 
fix  their  majority  at  eighteen.     Now,  as  Clnn- 
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ilians  have  been  deemed  capable  of  being  ad- 
mitted to  partake  of  the  Lord's  Supper  fevcn 
years  before  they  arrive  at  the  years  of  majo- 
rity, and  alfo  to  join  m  public  covenanting; 
grant  but  the  Jews  the  famt  privilege,  and 
\ou  grant  unto  the  King  a  right  to  covenant 
for  himfelf,  even  at  the  age  of  feven.  Again, 
Joafh  is  not  tlie  only  inAance  of  early  piety  a- 
mong  the  Jcwiftr  monarchs.  Jofiah  gave  e- 
qual,  if  not  fuperior  proofs  of  it,  at  much  the 

fame    time    of  life. Thcfe  covenanters,  I 

fli^ll  only  add,  were  the  fucceffors  of  covenant- 
ing anceftors,  both  prince  and  people  ;  there- 
fore, bound  to  aft  this  part  both  by  the  law  of 
God  and  antecedent  focderal  obligations. 

SECONDLY,  I  fliall  now  attend  unto  the 
Character  of  the  Minifter,  who  had  a  prin- 
cipal hand  in  the  revolution  of  the  State ;  and 
who  difpcnfed  this  covepant  to  the  people* 
It  has  been  faid,  "  That  Jehoiada,  inftead  of 
Avalking  in  the  paths  of  peace  and  loyalty,  fub- 
verted  the  eftablilhed  govenimcnt ;  and,  un- 
like Ills  office,  not  only  moved  feditipn;  but  al- 
io profaned  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  by  intro- 
ducing into  It  ftatefinen  and  military  officers, 
who  had  foimcd  a  comUnation  to  aflaflinatc 
the  queen,  and  aflUfted  in  the  coronation  of  a 
child  in  her  (lead .  Which  are  more  than  pre- 
liimptions,  that  be  grafped  at  the  regency  for 
liimfelf,  and  fought  the  aggrandizement  of  his 
pwn  family  at  the   e?cpenfe   of  the  common- 

M'ealth. ' 
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wealth.*'  For  anfwer  to  thefe  things,  I  may 
,obfei-vc.  That  Athaliah  was  an  ufurprcfs  (to 
life  the  words  o^  Algernoon  Sidney)  therefore 
flic  ought  not  to  reign ;  and  an  idolater  as 
well  as  a  murderer,  and  therefore  ought  not 
to  live  }  yea,  a  moft  unnatural  murder  of  her 
own  grandchildren.  Jehoiada,  however,  didi 
nothing  of  himfelf ;  but,  having  the  young 
Prince  in  hi«  power,  it  was  proper,  at  once  to 
declare  his  lineage  and  Iccure  his  life,  by  ta- 
king an  oath  of  the  princes  of  Judah  to  con- 
cert meafures  for  the  performance  of  their 
duty,  as  well  as  aflift  tliefe  princes  with  his 
wife  counfel  and  advice  in  the  execution  of 
them.  This  was  confiftent  with  tlie  mod  rigid 
loyalty.  It  was  loyalty  itfelf  to  the  conftitu- 
tion,  as  be  was  zealous  in  maintaining  the  ho- 
nour of  the  laws  and  liberty  of  the  common* 
wealth  from  the  domination  and  depredation 
of  a  tyrant.  Nor  have  ufurpation  and  tyran* 
ny  any  claim  to  homage*  and  obedience,-— any 
right  to  be  preferved.  But,  by  the  laws  of 
the  realm,  every  perfon  was  bound  to  do  all  in 
his  power  for  putting  the  Davidic  line  on  the 
throne :  And,  if  that  family  were  at  any  timcy 
difpoflefred  of  it,  the  adminiftration  of  right 
reverted  to  the  people ;  and,  by  the  law,  the 
iword  was  put  into  their  hands,  to  reinftate 
the  lawful  heir,  and  execute  the  ufurprefs,  to 
revenge  the  murders  flie  had  committed ;  and 
to  put  into  execution  the  law  againft  idolaters, 
which  (he  had  fo  wickedly  violated.     Her  exe^ 

cut  ion, 
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cution,  of  confequcnce,  was  no  aflaflination, 
but  in  all  refpeds  juft;  nor  were  there  any  to 
execute  jullice  but  the  i>erfons.who  did  it,  the 
reft  havingcaught  the  dreadful  infeAion.  Had 
Jchoiada  been  intent  upon  the  aggrandize* 
ment  of  his  family,  he  might  have  fet  his  own 
ion  on  the  throne,  being  of  the  feed-royal  by  the 
i:iothcr*s-fide  ;  but  regard  unto  the  covenant  of 
David,  which  fettled  the  fiicceffion  on  the  male 
line,  prevented  him  from  having  any  fuch  am- 
bitious defign.  Nor  can  the  chj^rge  of  his  a- 
fpiring  at  the  regency  be  eftabliftied  on  a  bet- 
ter foundation :  For  it  does  not  appear  that 
ever  he  aAed  in  any  other  capacity  than  that 
of  a  counfellor,  and  his  counfels  were  eminent- 
ly ufcful,  bodi  luito  prince  and  people.  He 
gave  good  proof  of  his  ability,  in  this  reipeA, 
advifing  to^beh  mcafures  as  were  blefled  for 
the  advantage  of  both  Church  and  State  j  and 
both  were  prcfcrved  in  a  flourifliing  condition  * 
as  long  as  matters  were  pianaged  by  his  di- 

re(ftion* 1  cannot   eaiily  reconcile  myfelf, 

however,  to  the  defence  which  has  been  ufed 
in  his  behalf:  It  has  been  faid,  that  Jehoiada 
was  prefident  of  the  Sanhedrim,  by  virtue  of 
his  office  as  High-pricft,  and  had  very  large 
authority  in  civil  atfairs  on  that  account :  For 
the  Sanhedrim,  over  which  he  preli<lcd,  was  an 
ccclefiafliic  court,  vaftly  remote,  in  its  nature 
and  ends,  from  the  faprcmc  council  of  the  ftate. 
Some  authors  of  conliderable  merit  have  de- 
nied, that  any  (iicli  court  as  the  Sanhedrim  c- 
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ver  exiftcd,  till  after  the  BabvloniOi  captivity ; 
but  the  inftitation  and  coiitinuaHcc  of  the  San-* 
hedrim,  both  civil  and  ecclefiaftic,  are  as  plain 
as  thofe  of  many  other  things  which  were  ne- 
ver dilputed  *  -  Others  grant,  that  there  was 
fuch  a  court  as  tlie  Sanhedrim  ;  but  deny  that 
ever  any  diftincftion  exifted  between  the  civil 
and  ecclefiaftic.  It  had  been  happy  for  their 
fcheme  had  they  cftabliflied  it  on  a  proper  foun- 
dation, and  given  a  folid  anlwer  to  the  argu- 
ments of  their  opponents  ;  but,  as  thefc  have 
not  yet  been  done,  we  may  exped:  to  be  ex- 
cufed  from  giving  in  to  it.  Jchoiada  was  pre- 
fideut  of  the  ccclefiaftic  Sanhedrim  only ;  and 
if  he  did  any  thing  in  the  (uprcme  council  of 
ftate,  his  actons  were  certainly  extraordinary ; 
butJiot  more  fo^^^Ii^n  his  circumftanccs ;  and 
fuchciixuraftances  call  for  tmcommon  excrtiens 
in  every  age.  The  office  of  High-prieft  obli- 
ged Jehoiada,  doubtlefs,  to  prefervc  the  temple 
inviolate  ;  nor  did  his  arrangement  of  the  peo- 
ple amount  to  any  proftitution  of  it  to  (ecular 
purpofes:  For  it  is  well  known  tliat  there  waf* 
a  court,  in  this  facred  edifice,  allotted  to  the 
members  of  the  congregation ;  and,  when  clean, 
it  became  them  to  approach  God  by  entering 
into  it  accofdingly.  And  the  people  kept  theii' 
awftil  Hiftance  from  the  Holy  of  Holies,  as  is 
evident  from  the  charge  which  was  given  them 

*  Vid.  cofttra  Synh.  Conrhigtam  de  Republic.  Hcbrx- 
or.  5  22.  Vorft.  dc  Synh.  Pro  Syuh.  Selden.  Drusium 
Levsden,  Ccneum.  * 
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on  this  occafion,  which  they  readily  obeyed. 
Upon  the  whole,  inftead  of  ambition  and  trea- 
fonable  praAices,  fagacity,  a*9ivity,  and  iacred 
zeal  for  the  authority  and  vigour  of  the  law, 
Uoth  in  Church  and  State,  formed  the  charac- 
ter of  this  High-prieft. 

THIRDLY,  The  Substance  of  this  Cove- 
nant deferves  now  to  be  con(idered»  There 
were  two  diftinft  covenants  executed  at  this 
time,  a  civil  and  a  facred  one*  They  arc  di- 
verfified  thus,  A  covenant  between  the  Lord, 
and  the  King  and  people,  that  they  fliould  be 
the  Lord^s  people :  And  a  covenant  between 
the  King  and  the  people :  But  the  civil  one, 
winch  obtained  at  the  King's  coronation,  is  the  • 
liibjedt  of  difcourfe  at  this  tixxie« 

Th  e  grant  which  God  made  to  this  people 
was  the  (ame  as  in  the  days  of  David  and  So- 
lomon, and  Afa,  &c.  The  fame  promifes  and 
ordinances  being  continued  among  them.  By 
thc(e  God  acknowledged  them  as  his  people: 
And,  feeing  tliey  were  dignified  with  this  ho- 
nour, they  could  not  do  Icfs  than  acknowledge 
themfelves  fuch,  tothepraifcofhisgrace.  They 
covenanted  to  be  T H E  Lord^s  people.  This 
is  a  concife,  but  comprehenfive  view  of  their 
facred  bond ;  which  muil  include  every  duty 
that  the  law  enjoined.  It  bound  them,  in  par- 
ticular, unto  all  thofe  duties  which  their  pecu- 
liar   circumftanccs    pointed    out   unto    thcm- 
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What  would  God  inequirc  at  the  hand  of  his 
people,  at  a  time  when  his.  enemies  did  every 
thmg  in  their  power  to  fruftrate  his  prorqife  re- 
ipedmg  the  fced-roystl  in  the  faniily  of  David  ? 
What  would  he  have  them  to  dO)  at  a  time 
when  the  worfliip  of  Baal  was  celebrated  with 
every  degree  of  fplendour  and  magnificence  ; 
and  that  of  the  true  God  fupprelTed  i  When 
the  altar  of  Baal' was  ereAed  in  the  temple  of 
the  Moft  High  God  ;  and  that  of  Jehovah  caft 
dpwn  ?  —  When  the  confciences  of  fuch  .  as 
worihipped  the  Lord  Gtjd  of  lirael  were  op* 
prcfled,  and  their  moft  (acred  rights  violated  ? 
Would  he  not  have  them  to  fet  the  seed 
OF  David  on  the  throne  of  his  father, — re- 
pair tlic  altar  of  the  Lord, — ^purify  his  temple, 
— j[>reak  down  every  monument  of  idolatry, — • 
as  well  as  avow  their  allegiance  to  the  Aloft 
High? 

FOURTH  L Y,  The  O  c  c  a  s  l  o  n  $  of  this  Co^ 
venant  are  the  next  branch  of  this  fubjeA. 

I.  That  reformation^  which  advanced  by 
covenant-renovation  in  the  days  of  Afa,  had 
made  confiderable  pfogrefs  Under  the  aulpici- 
ous  reigns  of  both  Afa  and  Jehofliaphat.  The 
reigns  of  thefe  two  princes,  taken  together, 
lafted  about  fixty  years ;  and  reformation,  on 
the  whole,  was  favoured  and  proteAed  by 
them  all  the  while ;  a  thing  feldom  known  m 
the  Jewiflx,  or  any  other  church.  The  ftepsi. 
*          Kkk  by 
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by  which  religion  advanced  were,  Firft,  He 
took  away  the  High  Places  and  Groves, 
as  well  as  brake  down  the  monuments  of  ido- 
latry. The  learned  are  not  quite  agreed  as 
to  the  meaning  of  the  terms ;  fo  far  as  we  can 
form  a  judgment  of  them,  they  were  of  two 
kinds :  One  fpecies  of  them  was  deltined  to  the 
purpofes  of  idolatry;  and  the  other  facred  to  the 
Mbft  High  God.  With  refpeA  to  thofe  high 
places,  which  w,ere  feats  of  idolatry,  there  is 
not  the  lead:  ground  of  doubt  but  that  Jehp- 
ihaphat  demolifhed  them.  This  diftin&ion. 
may  ferve  to  remove  the  feenung  difficulty  r 
W^here,  on  the  one  hand>  it  is  faid,  *'  He  took 
away  the  high  places  and  the  groves  :**  On 
the  other,  *'  Howbeit^  the  high  places  were 
not  taken  away  ^Z*  The  former  importing' 
Toch  as  had  been  profHtuted  to  the  purpofes  of 
idolatry :  The  latter  (uch  as  had  been  iacred 

ta 


♦  2  Chron.  xvii.  6,  compared  'with  a  Chnm.  xx.  3J. 
No  one  thing  is  more  certain  than  that  there  were 
high  places  and  groTes  confecrated  to  idols :  And  it  is 
equally  plain,  that  good  men  worfliipped  the  living  God 
in  high  places.  ^'  The  grand  difEculty  is,  how  to  recoa* 
cile  their  facrificing  in  other  places  befides  the  national 
altar;  as,  Gideon,  at  Ophrah  ;  Manoah,.inthe  country  of 
Dan;  Samuel,  at  Mifpeh,  and  Bethlehem,  &c.  with  die 
Law,  *'  Take  heed  to  thy  felf,  that  thou  offer  aot  thy 
burnt-offerings  in  every  place  that  thou  feeft.  £ut  in 
the  place  which  the  Lord  thy  God  ihall  choofe,  ther^ 
ihalt  thou  offer  thy  burnt- offerings^  and  there  ihalt  thou 
do  all  that  I  command  thee,"  Deut.  xU.  13,  14.  The 
bed:  folution,  1  apprehend,  is.  That  it  was  done  by  ipe« 
cial  divine  direAioa  'and  command;  God  having  an  un- 
doubted 
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to  the  true  <3od.  Of,  if  this  do  not  fuffice,  the 
firft  may  dcYiote  the  condudl  of  the  prince,  and 
the  latter  that  of  the  people ;  as  it  follows, 
*f  F<H-,  as  yet,  the  people  had  not  prepared  their 
hearts  unto  the  God  of  their  fathers  :'*  IVhere- 
as  the  heart  of  this  good  prince  was  lifted  up 
in  the  wa5^  of  the  Lord.  Thus  idolatry  was 
dUcooraged  at  court,  though  retained  and 
pradifed  in  fome  diftanf  places  of  the  country. 
—-—Again,  Jehdhaphat  ftirred  up  the  Levites 
to  diligence  in  giving  inftruAions  to  the  peo- 
ple ;  **  And  they  taught  in  Judah,  and  had 
the  book  of  the  law  of  the  Lord  with  them : 
and  went  about  through  all  the  cities  of  Ju- 
dah, and  taught  the  peopl?/'— -Thirdly,  He 
rcftored  the  courts  of  judicature,  both  civil 
and  facred,  which  had  gone  into  difuetnde  : 
"  In  Jerufalem  did  Jehoftiaphat  fet  of  the  Le- 
vites, and  of  the  priefts,  and  of  the  chief  fa- 
thers of  lirael,  for  the  judgment  of  the  Lord, 
andfor  controverfies. — Amariah  the  chief  prieft 
is  over  you  in  all  matters  of  the  Lord ;  and 
2ebadiah  the  fon  of  Ifhmael,  the  ruler  of  the 
houfe  of  Judah,  for  all  the  King's  matters/' 
Thcfe  were  bound  to'  infpecSt  the  morals  of  the 
people  J  and  their  care  feems  to  have  been 
crowned  with  a  bl  effing. 

doubted  right  to  faperfedehisown  pofitive  laws  when  he 
pleafes  ;  and,  as  this  is  cxprefsly  aflerted  to  have  been 
done  in  David's  cafe,  mentioned  i  Chron.  xxi.  18.  it 
may  the  more  reafonably  be  fuppofed  in  ajl  the  reft." 
Jeksincs^  Vol.  IL  p.  92. 
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2.  T^E  reformation^  which  was  fo  happily 
advanced,  had  been  awfully  crufhed  by  the 
affinity  of  the  family  of  David  with  the  houfe 
of  Ahab-  The  edge  of  the  Church's  tefti- 
mony,  in  Afa's  reformation,  pointed  dirciMy  a- 
gainft  the  idolatry  of  the  ten  tribes.  But,  for 
political  reafons  perhaps,  Jehofhaphat  got  his 
fon  Jehoram  to  marry  AthaUah,  the  daughter 
of  Ahab,  and  (he  introduced  idolatry  into  his 
family ;  which  was  greatly  difpleafing  to  God, 
and  feverely  punifhed  by  him.  Jehcrfhaphat 
probably  meant  to  put  a  period  to  the  war  which 
had  long  fubfifted  between  Ifrael  and  Judah ; 
but  he  broke  the  peace  with  heaven,  and  brought 
a  bloody  fword  into  his  own  houfe.  His  heir 
flew  all  the  reft  of  his  fons  as  foon  as  he  afcend- 
cd  the  throne  j  and  Athaliah  murdered  all  the 
feed-royal  when  (he  undcrftood  that  her  firft- 
bom  had  died  by  the  hand  of  Jehu.  Thus, 
though  the  law  c(Mxdcmning  idolaters  was  not 
duly  executed,  yet  vengeance  did  not  fiiffcr 
ihem  to  live.  Athaliah,  however,  meant  not 
lb,  neither  did  her  heart  think  fo :  She  intend- 
ed to  make  the  houfe  of  David  like  the  houfe 
of  her  father  Ahab ;  and,  at  once,  to  gratify 
her  ambition,  as  well  as  fecure  herfelf  from  the 
viAorious  arms  of  Jehu,  fhe  grafpcd  at  the 
throne  and  fceptre  of  David.  This  gave  ad- 
ditional fecurity  to  the  worfliip  of  Baal,  which 
was  pradifed  during  the  fix  years  of  Athaliah's 
ufurpation.     This  idol  bad  Jiis  temple,  to  rival 

that 
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that  which  M^as  built  by  Solomon;  and  his 
priert,  to  rival  the  prieft  of  the  Moft  High  af- 
ter the  order  of  Aaron :  But  both  fell  a  iacii- 
fice  to  an  injured  people.  Now  it  was  ne- 
ceflary  to  make  a  reformation  from  fuch  fla- 
g^rant  corruption ;  and  to  confirm  this  refor- 
mation by  folemn  covenanting^  It  was  proper 
to  renaove  the  rubbiih  of  idolatry,  and  alfo  re- 
ftore  iuch  parts  of  reformation  as  God  had  be- 
flowed  on  their  fathers ;  as  well  as  to  make 
iuch  alterations  in  the  facred  bond  as  their 
cafe,  and  the  circunxftances  of  their  time  re- 
quired, 

3.  The  Lord  had  accompliflied  a  moft  fa- 
vourable revolution  in  the  State^ — profpering 
the  enterprize  of  Jehoiada  to  reftore  the  fami- 
ly of  David  unto  the  throne  of  Jiidah.  The 
fcheme  was  wifely  concerted  and  vigoroufly 
executed,  as  well  as  faithfully  concealed  until 
it  was  ripe  for  execution:  And  every  thing 
fucceeded  even  to  the  .moft  fanguine  expeAa- 
tion.  Now,  fuch  remarkable  fucccis  called  for 
a  grateful  acknowledgment ;  and  covenant- 
renovation  was  the  fitteft  for  their  circum- 
fbmces,  and  the  beft  improvement  of  their  de- 
liverance. 

LASTLY,  I  (hall  now  make  fome  Reflec- 
tions on  the  whole, 

1.  See 
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1.  See  the  juftice  of  Heaven  in  avenging 
the  fhedding  of  innocent  blood.  God  requires 
the  blood  of  the  children  of  Jehofhaphat  at 
the  hand  of  their  brother:  And  that  of  the 
innocents  of  Jerufalem  at  the  hand  of  Atha- 
liah* 

2.  God  over-rules  the  providential  changes 
in  kingdoms  and  nations  for  the  good  of  his 
Church;  and  makes  the  efforts  of  the  people^ 
in  favour  of  law  and  civil  liberty,  fubfcrvient 
to  a  work  of  reformation*  The  reflforation  of 
David^s  line  was  accompanied  with  the  reno- 
vation of  the  Church'!  engagements  to  the 
Lord. 
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COVENANT  BETWEEN  GOD  and  JUDi\H, 

IN  THE  REIGN  OP  HEZEKIAH. 

2  CUHON.   XXix.    10. 

THE  accounts  of  this  tranfadion  are  (Hfl 
more  (paring  than  thofe  of  the  prece- 
ding one.  We  (hall  only,— I.  Survey  the  Cha- 
tadcr  of  the  Covenanters. — ^11.  The  Refolu- 
tion  into  which  they  entered.- — ^III.  The  Occa* 
fions  of  this  Covenant. — ^And,  IV.  Deduce  a 
few  Inferences  from  the  whole. 

FIRST,  I  fliall  furvey  the  Characteh  of 
the  Covenanters  in  this  tranfai^iion. 

I.  The  glorious  party  unto  whom  they 
were  bound  to  fiirrender  themfelves  is,  Thij 
Lord  God  of  Israel.  This deftgnation  was 
relative,  and  led  the  covenanters  back  to  re^ 
view  the  relation  in  which  the  Mofl:  High  flood 

unto 
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unto  them ;  be  was  their  own  God^  and  their 
fathers  God :  And  alfo  to  review  the  obliga- 
tions they  were  under  to  be  for  him,  and  not 
for  another*  They  were  his  covenanted  peo- 
ple ;  as  he  was  their  covenanted  God,  by  vir- 
tue of  the  covciiants  of  their  anceftors.  The 
Lord  God  of  Ifrael  was  the  chara«5ler  by 
which  God  faw  meet  to  reveal  himfelf  under 
that  oeconomy. 

2.  The  perfons  devoting  themfelves  arc, 
King  Hczekiah,  with  the  children  of  Judah, 
and  fuch  of  the  ten  tribes  as  fubmitted  to'  his 
government.  The  ad:ivc. part  which  King  He- 
zekiah  took  in  this  covenant,  probably  was  a 
little  extraordinary  j  yet  there  was  nothing  in 
it  either  irregular  in  itfelf,  or  unbecoming  his 
ftation  and  office  :  For,  though  he  excltdd  the 
proper  officers  of  the  Church  to  do  their  duty, 
as  he  well  might  in  fueh  a  broken  ftate  of  the 
Church,  yet  he  did'  not  wreft  the  adminiftfa- 
tion  of  holy  things  out  of  their  hands  ;  nor, 
like  Uzziah,  grafp  them  into- his  ov^oi.  One  of 
the  moft  diftinguifhed  covenanters,  then,  was 
Hezekiah^  a  prince  as  eminent  in  his  zeal  for 
reformation  as  any  of  the  line  of  David  ;  and 
fignally  rewarded  by  peculiar  and  miraculous 
deliverances  from  various  afflictions.  Happy 
in  the  lucceeding  part  of  his  reign,  and  in  al- 
moft  cveiy  thing,  except  in  being  fucceeded 
by  fuch  a  Ion  as  Manafleh,  who,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  his  feign,  proved  the  very  worft  of  all 

his 
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his  race.  With  diis  monarch  joined  the  rulers 
of  the  city  of  Jerufalem,  and  the  Levites  who 
had  the  charge  of  the  temple,  and  all  the  con- 
gregation of  the  Lord.  Matters  had  been 
liiffered  to  fink  to  the  loweft  ebb  in  the  days 
of  Ahaz;  but,  all  of  a  fudden,  the  Lord  had 
Ipiritcd  up  a  number  to  put  hand  to  his  work, 
to  the  great  joy  of  Hezekiah  and  all  the  peo- 
ple :  "  And  Hezekiah  rejoiced,  and  all  the 
people,  that  God  had  prepared  the  people ; 
for  the  thing  was  done  iiiddenly/'  Happy  co- 
venanters,— a  people  prepared  by  the  Lord  ! 

SECONDLY,  The  Resolution  which  thefc 
covenanters  formed  is  the  next  thing  before 
us.  Said  Hezekiah,  "  Now  it  is  in  mine  heart 
to  make  a  covenant  with  the  Lord  God  of  If^ 
rael,  that  his  fierce  wrath  may  turn  away  £xoin 
us*."  The  refolution  is  formed,  indeed,  by 
Hezekiah  himfelf ;  but  it  was  certainly  intend- 
ed as  a  public  example,  to  excite  unto  public 
covenanting.  Had  he  intended  perfonal  cove- 
nanting only,  there  was  no  need  for  announ- 
cing his  intentions  to  the  people ;  nor,  in  do- 
ing fo,  could  he  be  well  excufcd  from  oftenta- 
tion.     In  this  refolution  wc  may, 

1 .  Ob  s  E  n  V  E  the  matter  of  it,  viz.  To  ma  k  e 
A  COVENANT  with  the   Lord    Cod  of  Ifrael. 

♦  2  Chron.  xxix.  10% 
*  L  U  The 
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The  facrcd  phrafe  is,  To  cut  A  covenanI*- 
In  one  of  the  Abrahamic  tranfaiftions  tlic  rca- 
fon  of  this  phrafe  has  been* explained.*.  When 
racrifices  were  offered  for  covenant-ratification, 
the  creatures  wefe  cut  in  twain,  denoting  the 
feverity  of  tlic  punifliment  incurred  by  cove- 
nant-violation :  The  violator  dcfervcd  to  be 
cut  afunder,  as  the  foedcral  facrifice*  had  been 
when  the  covenant  was  ratified.  This  rite  had 
alfo  in  it  a  reprefentation  of  the  fubflitution  of 
Chrifl,  the  true  facrifice,  in  the  place  of  the 
finner ;  and  of  the  feparation  of  his  foul  from 
his  body,  as  he  was  made  a  curfe  for  us.  Ta- 
king Hezekiah's  refolution  in  this  fenfc,  it  was 
accomplilhed  when  the  whole  congregation 
offered  a  fin-offcring  for  the  kingdom,  and  for 
the  fan<5tuary  ;  and  the  King  and  the  congre- 
gation laid  their  hands  upon  the  facrifice,  and 
the  priefb  made  reconciliation  with  the  blood 
of  the  facrifice  upon  the  allar,  to  make  an  a- 
topement  for  all  Ifrael  f .  It  is  probable,  how- 
ever, that  formal  covenanting  followed  this 
folemn  facrifice.  Along  with  the  oblation  of 
a  fin-offering,  there  was  either  an  explicit  or 
implicit  iacknowledgment  of  fin ;  and  this  ac- 
knowledgment was  a  proper  introduction  to 
covenant-renovation.  This  facrifice,  then,  was 
a  fuederal  one  ;  and  it  was  proper  for  Heze- 
kiah  to  fay>  I  have  it  in  mine  heart  to  cut  a 

•  piffcrt.  II.  ??trt  ii.         t  2  Chron.  xxix.  20—24- 

covenant, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


DISSERTATION    XJ:  451 

covenant,    cm*  divide  a  fcederal  facrifice,   unto 
the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael. 

2..  Notice  the  firmnefs  of  this  refolution,  it 
Mras  deeply  laid ;  even  in  his  heart ;  **  Now  it 
is  in  mine  heart  to  make  a  covenant*,"  Sec. 
Or,  wrtH  MY  HEART,  as  others  render  it. 
This  refolution  was  formed  in  his  heart,  and 
not  merely  by  his  tongue  ;  and  it  was  as  deep- 
ly fixed  as  wifely  formed.  Covenanting  took 
up  the  heart  of  a  prince  j  it  was  really  heart- 
MTork  with  him.  He  had  laid  lin  to  heart,  on 
the  one  hand ;  and  he  was  ready  to  make  a 
hearty  dedication,  of  himfelf  unto  God,  on  the* 
Other.  * 

\ 

3.  We  have  a  forcible  motive  unto  this  du- 
ty of  covenanting  with  God  :  *'  That  his  fierce 
wrath  may  turn  away  fi-om  us.^  The  Lord 
promifeth  to  accompany  public  reformation 
with  public  profperity. 

THIRDLY,  We  fhall  now  attend  unto  the 
Occasions  of  this  Covenant.  Between  the 
beginning  of  the  reign  of  Joafh  aTnLthat  of 
Hezekiah  there  were  not  fewer  than  an  hun- 
dred and  twelve  years.  Some  of  the  princes, 
who  reigned  in  this  interval,  were  favourers  of 

♦  Chron,  xxix.  10.  Nunc  igitur  cum  corde  men,  i.c, 
Hebraifmusy  pof^quam  h«c  vidi  conflitui,  &c.  Vatab.  ia 
Lqc.  As  alOb  Arias  Moutanus  in  his  Vcrfion. 

•  Lll   2  the 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


452  DISSERTATION     XI. 

the  reformation,  indeed ;  but  it  was  gfeatly 
crufhed  by  the  apoftacy  of  Joafh,  after  the 
death  of  Jehoiada.  As  long  as  the  High-prieft 
lived  he  was  ready  to  promote  the  reparation 
of  the  temple,  both  by  his  royal  editi  and  ex- 
ample; but  he  was  no  fooner  dead  than  the 
piinces  of  Judah  flattered  him  into  that  idola- 
try from  which  they  had  been  but  lately  re- 
formed. They  came-  and  made  obeifance  to 
the  king :  Then  the  king  hearkened  unto  them- 
And  they  left  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  God  of 
their  fathers,  and  (erved  grov?s  and  idolsr 
Such  is  the  inconftancy  and  inconfiftence  of 
jiiany  profeflbrs  in  almoft  every  age  I  And,  to 
add  unto  their  guilt,  when  the  Spirit  \>f  the 
Lord  came  upon  Zechariah,  the  fon  of  Jchoir 
ada,  and  he  teftificd  agamft  them,  faying, 
"  Why  tranfgrefs  ye  the  commandment  of  the 
Lord,  that  ye  cannot  profper?''  they  ftoned 
him  with  ftones,  at  the  c6mmandment  of  the 
kino;,  in  the  court  of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord. 
When  perfons  fall  into  irreligion  and  impiety 
againft  God,  it  is  not  ftrange  to  fee  them 
guilty  of  uigi'atitude  and  cruelty  to  the  heft  of 
jnen.  The  vengeance  of  heaven  overtook  that 
perfecuting  monarch :  For  he  was  viiited  with 
war  abroad,  and  conlpiracy  at  home .  His  own 
lervants  confpired  againft  him,  fca-  the  blood 
of  tlie  fons  of  Jehoiada  the  prieft,  and  flew 
him  on  his  bed.  The  ftate  of  reformation, 
however,    advanced    in    the    three    following 

reigns: 
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reigns:  For  the  Spiiit  of  God  witnefleth,  not- 
M'ithftanding    various    blemiflies,    they    did 

THAT     WHICH     WAS     RIGHT     IN   THE    SIGHT 

OF  THE  Lord.  The  fpace  of  their  reigns^ 
taken  altogether,  exceeds  eighty  years  ;  a  pe- 
riod of  Reformation  ftill  longer  than  the  for- 
mer one. 

But  this  long  day  of  reformation  was  fuc- 
ceeded  with  a  dark  night  of  horrid  apoftacy, 
in  the  reign  of  Ahaz ;  the  darkeft,  by  much, 
that  had  ever  befallen  the  Jewilh  Church,  fincc 
the  acceflion  of  David's  family  unto  the  throne. 
Ahaz  was  not  content  with  introducing  the 
wor/liip  of  idols  into  his  kingdom  ;  but,  when 
punifhed  for  his  idolatry,  in  .the  time  of  his  di- 
ftrefs  he  did  trefpafs  yet  more  againft  the  Lord, 
by  fhutting  up  the  gates  of  the  houfe  of  the 
Lord,  as  well  as  putting  forth  his  facrilegious 
hands  unto  the  facred  veflels  and  ti-eafures. 
The  Spirit  remarks  that  he  was  eminent  in 
wickedtxcfs  ;  for,  having  (pecified  his  crime,  he 
adds,  "  This  is  that  king  Ahaz."  The 
rubbifli  which  filled  the  temple  was  fb  dread- 
fully enormous,  as  to  hinder  temple  fervice 
until  the  Priefts  and  Levites  had  performed  the 
heavy  talk  of  clearing  it.  The  altars  of  Baal 
had  been  erefted  in  evci-y  corner  of  his  city;  and 
the  vengeance  of  heaven,  ever  fervent  againft 
idolatry  and  falfe  worihip,  had  wafted  his  king- 
dom*     Such  was  the  difmal  plight  of  ^udah 

when 
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when  Hezekiah  (ucceeded  his  father.  Though 
Ahaz  had  facinficcd  many  of  his  children  unto 
devils,  yet  Hezekiah  feems  to  have  been  refcrv- 
ed  by  heaven  for  the  purpofc  of  reftoring  the 
worihip  of  Jehovah,  as  well  as  repairing  the 
temple.  This  covenant  was  made  m  purfuance 
of  that  reformation  which  Hezekiah  had  fo 
happily  begun,  to  induce  thefe  reformers  to  finifli 
their  teftimony.  Thefe  were  the  circuniftances 
of  the  covenanters  at  this  time^  The  children 
of  Judah,  in  flioi-t,  had  to  acknowledge  their 
iniquity,  and  fupplicate  the  removal  of  their 
plagues :  Therefore,  it  was  proper  to  return 
unto  the  Loixl  their  God  by  covcnant-rcnova^ 
tion. 

FOURTHLY^  I  fhall  now  deduce  a  fewlN- 
f  E  R  ENC E  s  from  what^ias  been  offered. 

1.  Grace  comes  not  unto  any  by  natural 
generation:  Jotham  begets  a  wicked  Ahaz; 
THAT  KING  Ahaz  good  Hczckiah }  ?nd  this 
laft  reformer  a  wicked  Manafleh.  The  fons 
of  God  are  born  not  of  blood,  nor  of  the  will 
of  the  fleflj,  nor  of  the  will  of  man,  but  of 
God.  It  is  not  of  him  that  wilUth,  nor  of 
him  that  runneth;  but  of  God  who  fheweth 
mercy. 

2.  The  work  of  reformation  is  more  cafilv 
marred,  by  the  example  and  edicb  of  wicked 

princes, 
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princcS)  and  the  fupple,  or  pcrvcrfc  conduA  of 
fervile  teachers,  than  it  can  be  advanced  by 
the  zealous  'and  firm  deportment  of  the  moft 
fteady  reformers.  It  -was  more  eafy  for  Ahaz 
to  break  down  the  caived  work  of  Zion,  as 
with  axes  and  hammers,  than  for  Hezekiah  to 
build  it  up.  With  what  amazing  facihty  did 
Ahaz  introduce  the  worfhip  of  Baalim ;  and  per*- 
faade  the  deluded  votaries  of  that  idol  to  de* 
vote  their  moft  tender  offspring  to  the  moft 
direful  torments,  in  paffing  through  the  fire 
to  Molech  !  How  eafily  did  Ahaz  and  Judah 
chime  in  with  tho{e  veiy  Syrians  whom  God 
ufed  for  the  rod  of  their  corre^Hon  !  AhaZ 
was  not  more  pleafcd  with^tlic  altar  of  Da- 
mafcus,  than  Urijah  with  the  pattern  which 
was  (ent  from  thence  unto  Jerufalem :  And, 
after  both  were  convinced  that  the  god  of 
that  altar  was  unable  to  deliver,  by  the  de- 
ftruffion  of  Damafcus,  did  they  fet  up  this 
ftrange  altar,  and  break  down  that  of  the 
Moft  High  God-  What  grofs  ftupidity  ?  How 
wretched  the  exchange  !  Yet  there  will,  in  all 
ages,  be  fome  men  foimd  wicked  enough  to 
execute  the  moft  impious  commands  that  come 
from  a  throne  !  The  demolition  of  divine  wor-» 
(Mp  is  the  more  eafily  accompliflied,  as  there 
are  ufually  more  bad  men  than  good  in  the 
world  J  and,  even  in  good  men  themfelves, 
the  corrupt  and  imrcncwcd  part  greatly  pre- 
vails. 

3«  ^An 
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3.  An  univerfal  obedience  unt9  the  law  of 
God,  and  an  univerfal  attendance  unto  divine 
inftitutions,  goes  ]iand  in  hand  with  right  cove- 
nanting, and  is  greatly  influenced  by  it.  It 
has  ufually  been  urged  againft  this  duty,  by 
the  neglecftors  of  it,  that  covenanters  lay  a 
difproportionatc  ftrefs  upon  it)  and  overlook, 
or  undervalue  other  duties.  But  Hezekiah's 
practice  fliews  the  very  reverfe.  Covenanting 
is  fo  far  from,  relaxing  the  obligation  of  the 
Law,  that  it  affords  an  additional  motive  to 
keep  it.  It  diffufeth  its  benign  influence  upon 
the  heart,  engaging  it  to  relpcd  all  God's 
commandments. 


DISSER- 
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ON        THE 


COVENANT  BETWEEN  GOD  and  JUDAH^ 

•      IN  THE  REIGN  OF  JOSIAH. 

2  CHK.OK.  xxxiv.  29—33.  compared,  with   2  Kings 
xxiii.  I-— 3. 

THIS  is  the  laft  tranfadlioh  whicli  obtained 
while  the  firft  temple  ftood,  and  while 
the  line  of  David  fwayed  tlie  Iceptre;  In  at-* 
-  tending  to  it,  I  fhall, — I.  Explain  the  Charac- 
ter and  Circiimftances  of  the  Covenanters. — 
II.  The  iViatter  of  this  Covenant. — ^III.  The 
Occafions  of  it. — IV.  Improve  the  SubjcA. 

t'lRST,  I  (hall  explain  the  Character, 
and  attend  unto  the  Circumstances  of  thefe 
tovenanters.  The  firft  perfon  mentioned  is 
King  Jofiali.  His  agency  in  this  matter  de- 
ierves  to  be  particularly  confidered.  The  fa- 
cred  hiftory  bears  teftimony  unto  his  early,  and 
*         Mmm  moft 
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mofl:  exemplary  piety :  He  did  that  which  wa* 
right  in  the  fight  of  the  Lord,  and  walked  in 
the  way  of  David  his  father,  and  turned  not 
afide  to  the  right  liand  or  to  the  left :  And 
when  he  heard  the  law  of  God  read  in  his  cars, 
his  heart  was  humbled,  and  he  rent  his  clothes, 
and  wept  before  God,  in  teftimony  of  his  ge- 
nuine repentance.  Jofiah  was  alfo  diftinguifti- 
ed  by  his  diligence  and  zeal  for  repairing  the 
houfc  of  God ;  For  the  book  of  the  covenant, 
which  was  the  means  of  awakening  Jofiah  and 
the  inhabitants  of  Judah,  was  found  by  Hil- 
kiah,  when  employed  in  the  reparation  of  the 
temple  ;  and  this  prince  had  cotitributcd  libe- 
rally for  that  reparation,  both  by  his  example 
and  autJiority.  As  to  the  atJtivi^  of  this  prince, 
in  bringing  the  people  into  covenant,  the  fa- 
cred  hiftorian  remarks,  that  he  not  only  made 
a  covenant  himfelf,  but  alfo  caused  the  peo- 
ple to  ftand  to  it.  The  queftion  is,  If  he 
drew  the  form  of  this  covenant  himfelf,  and 
adminiftered  it  unto  the  people  ;  or,  if  he  only 
excited  the  Priefts  and  Levites  to  do  their  du- 
ty ill  this  matter  ?  The  latter,  to  me  at  lead, 
leems  to  be  moft  probable :  For  it  was  accom- 
panied with  the  reading  of  the  Scriptures  and 
difpenfing  the  word.  Now,  there  are  none,  as 
far  as  I  know,  who  plead  for  magiftrates  ta- 
king upon  them  the  adminiftration  of  the  word. 
The  Jcwifli  monarchs  were  obliged,  indeed,  to 
read  it  diligently  for  themielves,  and  by  them- 
'  "  fclvcsj 
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fclvcs;  as  appears  from  various  precepts  of 
the  Mofaic  Law ;  but  they  arc  never  enjoined 
to  read  it  to  the  people,  much  lefs  to  difpenfc 
it  ia  fuch  a  folemn  manner.  Th^  cxprefliou 
may  be  juftified,  viz.  "  He  read  in  their  cars 
all  the  words  of  the  book  of  the  covenant/' 
if  he  caufed  it  to  be  done  ;  for  perfons  are  faid 
to  do  things,  in  the  facrcd  ftyle,  when  they 
excite  others  to  do  them,  or  caufe  them  to  be 
done.  Thus  Solomon  is  faid  to  oiTer  two  and 
twenty  thoufand  oxen  *;  while  it  was  only  the 
jH-icft  that  offered  them  by  his  diretSlion,  and 
at  his  expenfe,  at  the  dedication  of  his  temple. 
And  Jofiah  might  caufe  the  people  to  stand 
to  this  covenant,  as  well  as  Afa,  by  an  aA  of 
the  Sanhedrim,  or  fupreme  council  of  the  na- 
tion, appointing  the  contemners  of  it  to  be  pu- 
iii/hed.  But  this  matter  has  been  explained  al- 
ready'f.  The  reft  of*  the  covenanters  were 
the  whole  congregation.  The  I'acred  writer 
defcribes  thc^u  in  the  following  terms ;  ^'  The 
King  fent  and  gathered  together  all  die  elders 
of  Judah  and  Jerufalem.  And  the  King  went 
up  into  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  and  all  the  men 
of  Judah,  ami  the  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem, 
and  the  Priefts,  and  the  Levites,  and  all  the 
people  great  and  fmallj;"  And,  in  the  parallel 

♦  I  Kings  viii.  6i.         t  Diflcrtatian  IX. 
J  2  Chron.  xxxiv.  29,  30. 

Mmm   2  ,    place. 
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place,  the  Prophets  are  added  likeways^t 
The  elders  were  called  together  to  fettle  what 
was  to  be  done  5  and  the  people  readily  co- 
optrated  with  them,  and  joined  m  the  folemn 
fervice. 

SECONDLY,  I  {hall  next  confider  the  Mat- 
ter of  this  Covenant,  or  the  various  articles 
,  unto'  which  they  engaged :  And  they  covenant- 
ed to  '*  walk  after  the  Lord,  and  to  keep  his 
commandments,  and  his  teftimonies,  and  his 
ftatutes*,  with  all  his  heart,  and  with  all  his  foul, 
to  perform  the  words  of  the  covenant  ^.'^ 

I.  They  (jovenant^d  to  walk  after  the 
Lord,  in  oppofition  to  tliofe  idols  after  which 
Manaffeh  and  Amon  had  walked.  .  When  pcr- 
fons  fell  into  idolatry,  the  Holy  Ghoft  frequent- 
ly ftyles  their  courfe,  A  walking  after  other 
jgodsf;  or,  a  feeking  after  them.  The 
expreflioh  imports,  the  emotion  of  the  foul  in 
aAs  of  efteem  and  defire, — of  complacency 
and  delight,  according  to  the  various  objeAs 
on  which  it  terminated  : — The  perfons  being 
alfo  initiated  into  the  way  of  his  wor/hip,  and 
praAiikig  accordingly.  Walking  after  the 
Lor-d,  in  fine,  cannot  imply  lefs  than  an  imita- 
tion of  hinx  in  holinefs  and  righteoufnefs,  raerr 

*   a  Chron.  juudv.  31. 
f  Tcvt*  vUi.  19.  xi.  28.    xiii.  2.     I  Kings,  xi.  jo. 
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ey  and  truth  j    yea,    in  all  his  moral  perfec-i 
tions, 

2.  They  engaged  to  keep  his  coKimand- 
MENTs,  and  his  testimonies,  and  his  sta- 
tutes *.  The  term  '  rendered  command- 
inents  is  ufed  to  denote  judicials,  as  I  Iiave  al- 
ready obferved,  or  fuch  political  precepts  as 
God  gave  out  for  ^the  regulation  of  the  Jcwifli 
commonweahh :  And  teftimonies  arc,  in  this 
connciftion  at  leaft,  cxpreffive  of  moral  pre^ 
cepts.  They  are  flyled  t  e  s  t  i  moxi  e  s  becaufe 
God  has  given  a  clear  and  full  declaration  of 
his  will :  He  has  not  left  us  to  guefs  at  his 
mind,  by  dark  hints ;  but  has  aflTorded  fuch  a 
degree  of  evidence,  that  nothing  but  a  vailed 
heart  and  obftinate  infidelity  can  relift.     Th« 

*  2  Chron  xxxiv.  31.  The  word  Tjmjn,  his  testi* 
MONIES,  is  derived  from  IW,  idem  esse;  b^caiUe  the 
tcftimony  of  a  witnefs  ought  to  be  confiftent  with  itfclf, 
and  be  always  the  fauie.  TJie  tenn  is  fometiincs  ufcd 
in  a  very  large  fenfe,  for  the  whole  dodirines  and  pre- 
cepts in  the  word  :  But,  in  the  prefent  conne»5Uon,  it  is 
evidently  limited  unto  moral  precepts  ;  as  there  are  0- 
th^r  words  ufed  to  denote  ceremonials  and  judicials. 
Nor  is  this  fenfe  of  it  infrequent  in  the  Old  TcilameiiL. 
*'  Teftimonium  quoque  interdum  dgniftcat  ipfuni  Deca- 
^g^ni  ;  at^ue  adeo  duas  Tabulas,  in  quibus  flriptas  fuit^ 
£xod.  xl.  20.  Levit.  xvi.  13  Idco  autem  Decalogus  vo- 
catur  Teftimonium ;  quia  Dcus  id  dixit  teftatufque  ell 
de  fe,  ac  fua  voluntatc  de  que  juftitia  et  veluti  debito,- 
quod  a  nobis  exigat.*'  Matthias  Flaccius  Illyricus 
^Jav.  Scrijpt.  aj)vtd  voc^iai. 

duty 
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duty  of  KEEPING  thefe  things  has  been  ex- 
plained above ;  of  confequeiice,  this  tranlac- 
tion  was  covenant-renovation, — a  reading  of 
what  had  heen  done  in  the  days  of  their  fa- 
thers; elpecially  in  the  days  of  David.  The 
manner  of  keeping  thefe  commandments,  im- 
to  which  they  engaged,  is  particulariy  decla- 
red:  They  bound  themfelves  to  it  with  all 

THE     HEART,     and     WITH     ALL     THE     SOUL. 

But  it  is  needlefs  to  repeat  what  has  been  al- 
ready offered  cm  this  matter  *.  This  is  an  e« 
vidence  not  obfcure,  that  this  was  not  a  ftate 
covenant,  as  fome  would  infinuate ;  for  ftate 
covenants  have  only  to  do  with  the  outward 
man :  But  it  is  peculiar  to  church  covenants 
to  reach  the  heart.  True  it  is,  tiic  King  is 
only  mentioned,  as  being  cordial  in  this  mat- 
ter; but  it  is  plain,  by  comparing  the  accounts 
of  this  covenant,  that  the  people  copied  this 
royal  example  :  "  And  all  the  people  ftood  to 
the  covenant -j- .'*  The  Sanhedrim  appointed 
all  that  were  prefent  in  Jerufalem  and  Benja- 
min to  ftand  to  it ;  and  the  people  readily 
complied  with  their  injuni^lion. 

THIRDLY,  The  OccAs IONS t>fthisCovenant 
arc  the  third  branch  of  our  fubjeA.  This  tranf- 
aclion  obtained  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  Jo- 
liah's  reign  ^    and  between    that  and  the  firft 

♦  DifTertation  IX.         f  2  Kings  xxiii-  3. 
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year  of  Hezekiah  there  intcrveened  near  an 
hundred  years;  for  Hezekiah  reigned  twenty- 
nine  years,  Manafleh  fifty-five,  and  Anion  two* 
This  century  was  filled  up  with  various  chan- 
ges in  the  ftate  cf  religion,  and  great  variety 
of  providential  difpenlations  unto  the  church 
and  kingdom  of  Judali. 

I .  Th  e  kingdom  of  Judah  had  been  great- 
ly threatened  by  the  Aflyrian  army,  and  won- 
derfully delivered  without  human  aid  ;  oi-  even 
tke  exertion  of  their  own  power,  in  the  ufe  of 
nieans.  The  reafon  of  God's  chaftifing  his 
people  by  the  hand  of  this  Aflyrian,  probably^ 
was  Hezekiah's  league  with  Egypt,  in  dired: 
violation  of  the  covenant  with  the  Lord  God 
of  their  fathers.  When  God  redeemed  Ifrael 
from  the  band  of  the  Egyptians  and  of  their 
gods,  he  exprefsly  prohibited  them  from  con- 
federating with  other  nations ;.  and  he  engroHed 
this  article  into  that  covenant  which  was  exe- 
cuted immediately  after  they  had  finned  by 
making  the  golden  calf.  He  had,  in  like  man- 
ner, prohibited,  in  a  particvdar  manner,  a  con* 
federacy  with  Egypt,  as  inconliftent  with  the 
dcfign  of  the  paflover,  which  was  a  (landing 
ordinance  among  tliem  ;  and  equally  inconfift- 
ent  with  an  humble  depcndance  on  him  as 
head  of  the  theocracy.  But,  although  the  cor- 
redion  was  juftly  and  feverely  inflicted,  yet  it 
mufl  not  be  always  continued.     Cod  will  not 
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contend  with  liis  children  for  ever,  neither 
%vill  he  be  always  wrotl^:  For  the  fpirits  would 
fail  before  him,  and  the  fouls  which  he  hath 
made.  Wherefore  he  took  the  punifhment 
of  the  Church's  enemies  into  his  own  hand;^ 
and,  when  the  Afly  rian  was  in  tlie  higheft  hopes 
of  viAory,  and  elevated  with  the  vileft  pride> 
the  Lord  difpatchedan  angel  who  fniote  an 
hundred  fom-fcore  and  five  thoufand  of  .his 
troops;  and,  when  he  decamped  to  Nineveh, h^ 
was  aflaffinated  by  two  of  his  fons,  in  the  v^ry 
teitiple  of  his  god.  Vengeance  on  fuch'focs 
has  been  ever  fraught  with  gracious  delive- 
rance to  his  Church  and  people. 

2.  Hezekiah  mifimpr o ved  this  national 
'  deliverance,  as  well  as  that  from  his  bo- 
dily affliAion.  The  Lord  himfelf  complains, 
That  Hezekiah  rendered  not  again  accord- 
ing to  the  benefit  done  unto  him  ;  for  his 
heart  was  lifted. up:  Therefore,  there  was 
wrath  upon  him,  and  upon  Judah  and  Je- 
rulalem.  Though  they  be  fought  the  Lord 
to  remove  their  afHiftion,  yet,  when  he  ac- 
complifhed  their  wiflies,  they  forgot  to  re-*- 
turn  unto  him  in  the  way  of  covenant-renova- 
tion. There  was  gi'eat  repentance  j  for  both 
Ilczekiah  and'  the  inhaVitants  of  Jerufakm 
humbled  themfehcs  for  the  piide  of  their 
heart:  But  yet  their  humiliation  was  not  cor- 
rcfpondcnt  to  the  offence.  There  was  fonie  re- 
formation 
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formation  alfo  In  the  latter  days  of  Hezekiah  ; 
but  it  was  not  a  covenanted  reformation :  Hence 
the  vengeance  was  only  deferred^  fo  that  the 
-wrath  of  the  Lord  came  not  upon  tlAm  in  the 
days  of  Hezekiah  j  but  it  was  ffiill  referved> 
and  not  averted.  Now,  it  was  proper  for  the 
Church)  in  Joftah's  days,  to  reform  in  the  way 
of  covenant-renovadon, .  as  ever  they  would  a-* 
void  that  horrid  fin  of  ingratitude,  with  which 
Htzekiah  is  juflly  blamed  i 

3.  The  reformation  which  Hezekiah  had 
to  happily  begun  in  his  younger  years,  and 
which  continued,  in  fome  me^fure,  all  his  days 
had  been  deftroyed  by  the  dSreadful  wickednefs 
of  Manafleh  and  Amon*  Manafleh  feems  to 
JbaVe  exceeded  Ahaz  himfelf  in  wickednefs. 
He  built  the  high^places  which  his  father  had 
broken  down^  ahd  reared  up  altars  for  Baalim^ 
.and  made  groves,  and  worlHppcd  all  the  hoft 
of  heaven,,  and  ferved  them.  He  carried  his 
idolatry  to  fuch  a  height,  as  to  fet  up  his  al« 
tars  in  pppofition  to  God's  altar^  in  his  very 
prefence,  and  in  the  hou(c  called  by  his  pame: 
And,  to  finifh  his  wickednefs  to  a  degree  un^ 
known  to  his  anceftors,  he  ufed  witchcraft, 
and  dealt  with  a  familiar  (pirit,  and  with  wi- 
zards ;  and,  not  content  with  the  practice  of 
idolatry  himfelf,  he  caufed  Judah  and  the  in- 
habitants of  Jerufalem  to  do  worfe  than  the 
heathen,  whom  the  Lord  had  deftroyed  before 
*         Nnn  the 
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the  children  of  I{rael.  And  (uch  as  complied 
not  with  the  times  fell  a  facrifice  to  the  rage 
of  his  idolatry :  "  ManafTeh  fhed  innocent  blood 
very  math,  till  he  had  filled  Jerufalem  froro 
one  end  to  another/' — ^And,  though  there  was 
great  reformation  in  the  latter  end  of  Ma- 
nafleh*s  reign,  yet  the  people  did  not  return 
tinto  the  Lord  by  covenant-renovation :  Where- 
fore,  it  was  proper  to  put  hand  to  that  work 
which  ManafTeh  had  negleiSted.  It  muft  alia 
be  obferved,  that,  though  this  method  of  re- 
formation was  cflaycd,  yet  there  was  a  great 
defeA  in  it,  as  Jofiah  and  the  reft  of  [th^  re- 
formers did  not  make  a  thorough  fearch  into 
the  iniquities  of  their  fathers,  nor  yet  a  ftut- 
able  acknowledgment  of  them  j  efpcciaDy  tbc 
fin  of  blood-fhedding  in  the  days  of  ManafTeh^ 
Hence  we  find  God  himfelf  profecuting  the 
quarrel  in  after  generations/  He  ftirred  up 
the  Chaldeans  to  avenge  this  qimfrel :  **  Sure- 
ly  at  the  commandment  of  the  Lord  came 
this  upon  Judah,  to  remove  them  out  of 
his  fight,  for  the  fins  of  ManafTeh,  according 
to  all  that  he  did  :  And  alfo  for  the  innocent 
blood  that,  he  fhed  (for  he  filled  Jetufalera 
with  innocent  blood),  which  the  Lord  would 
not  pardon*/! 

*4,  JosiAH  had  begun  a  reformation  from 
the  idolatry  and  fiiperftition  into  which  his 

♦  2  Kings  wiv,  ^,  4. 
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forc-fathcrs  had  been  plunged^  This  rcforma- 
tion  had  been  advancing  for  eighteen  years ; 
and,  >Yhile  the  pricib  were  removing  the  rub- 
hiih  which  had  been  caft  into  the  raoft  holy 
place,  they  found  that  copy  of  the  law  which 
was  kept  in  the  temple :  This  book  they  car^ 
ricd  uato  the  king,  who^  upon  hearing  the  curfes 
of  it  read  in  h'ls  ears,  rent  his  clothes,  in  to^ 
ken  of  his  fear  and  lincere  repentance.  And, 
that  the  whole  congregation  might  be  affect* 
ed  ia  the  fame  manner,  this  excellent  prince 
called  together  a  folemn  aflfembly  of  the  elders 
and  people  nnto  Jerufalem,  and  caufed  the 
book  of  the  law  to  be  read  in  their  audience, 
as  a  neceflary  preparative  for  (blemn  covenant* 
ing.  The  pieces  <jf  reformation  which  Jofiah 
had  acconipFiihed,  previous  to  his  finding  the 
book  of  the  law,  were  various ;  and  it  was  pro- 
per to  take  the  coi^^regation  engaged,  by  co- 
venant, to  each  of  them.  .  This  good  king 
took  the  adminiftration  of  his  kingdom  into 
his  own  hand  when  he  was  only  fixteen  years 
of  age  :  And,  even  previous  to  that  period,  he 
wijlfced  in  the  way  of  David  his  father.  In 
the  twelfth  year  of  his  reign,  he  began  to 
'purge  Jodah  and  Jerufalem  from  the  high- 
jAaccSy  and  the  groves;  and  to  break  down 
the  altars  and  images  of  Baalim,  as  well  as  to 
burn  the  bones  of  the  priefb  upon  their  altars. 
On  the  other  hand,  he  ipared  no  expenfe  that 
was  reqiufite  for  repairing  the  temple  of  the 
Nnn  2  Lord 
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Lord.     Like   Hezekiah,   and  other  refonners 
who  had  gone  before  him,  he  was  equaUy  carc^ 
fill  to  rcftore  the  worftiip  of  the  true  God  as 
to  deftroy  every  monument  of  idolatry.   There 
is  one  thing  which  ought  by  no  means  to  be 
omitted,  The  neighbouring  country  of  Ephraim 
and  ManafTeh,  being  under  the  dominion  of 
the  king  of  Aflyria,   but  inhabited  partly  by 
ibme  remnant  of  the  ten  tribes,  Jofiah  carried 
his  reformation  thither  likeways  j  and,  in  par- 
ticular, he  demolifhed  the  altar  and  the  high- 
place  at   Bethel,  which  Jeroboam  erected  to 
make  Urael  to  fin.    Thus  the  Lord  accompKfl> 
cd  his  predi^ion,  w^hich  he  gave  out  as  early 
as  the  days  of  Jeroboam  himfclf ;  and  glor^* 
fifed  his  faithfulnefs  by  raifing  up  Jofiah  £ov 
that  purpofe  *. 

5.  The  canon  of  Scripture  was  greatly  cn^ 
larged  by  the  in(pired  prophets :  Now  it  was 
fit  the  Church  fiiould  receive  and  obfexvc  every 
notification  of  the  divine  will ;  as  well  as  Iceep 
pure  and  entire  all  the  ordinances  which  arc 
appointed  by  it.  There  were  two  reafbns  for 
the  enlargement  of  the  (acred  canon  at  tins 
time,  in  fubordinationto  the  fovereign  plcafiire 
of  God :  Firft,  to  fii}^rt  the  Church,  and  true 
believers  in  her,  under  fuch  particular  trials  as 
exercifed  her  faith  and  patience  :  For  eKamj^e, 

*  I  King;  xiii.  2. 
•  the 
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the  prophcfics  of  Ifaiah  were  given  to  fupport 
her  under  the  fcvcre  trials  (lie  felt  by  reafon 
of  Ahaz's  apoflacy,  and  Sennacherib's  inva- 
fion.  And  various  other  prophets  propheficd  for 
the  fame  pui*pofe ;  fnch  as  M icah  and  Hofea. 
The  prophet  Habakkuk  probably  prophefied  in 
the  dark  night  of  Manafleh's  reign  in  like  man- 
ner. Secondly,  To  prepare  the  children  of 
God  for  (uch  afltdtions  as  were  before  them. 
The  infpired  hiftory  exhibited  to  them  a  ftock 
cf  experience,  the  experiences,  as  well  as  the 
faUs  of  enunent  faints :  And  the  prophefies  pre- 
fented  them  with  great  confolation,  in  the  pro- 
mife  of  the  coming  of  the  Mefliah,  and  the 
prefcrvation  of  the  Jewifh  monarchy  until  that 
happy  time,  on  the  one  hand  j  and  the  certain 
proQ>eA  of  their  enemies  deftrudtion  on  the  o- 
ther :  For,  while  the  prophets  announced  the 
vengeance  of  God  againft  the  finally  impeni- 
tent, by  means  of  the  Aflyrians  and  Babylo- 
nians ;  they,  at  the  (ame  time,  held  up,  in  their 
ty|ncal  glafs,  the  deftrw^ion  of  thefe  empires. 
Thus,  faith  might  look  through  the  dark  night 
of  the  Babylonift]  captivity,  and  contemplate, 
with  pleafure,  the  reformation  which  (hould 
enfue  on  the  back  of  it. 

FOURTHLY,  I  (hall  now  fubjoin  a  few  Re- 
FLECTioKs  on  the  whole, 

!•  God 
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1.  God  fomctimcs  referves  th^  he{^^pf  men. 
for  the  worft  of  times.  •  Good  Hezekial;  is  raifed. 
up  between  a  wicked  Ahaz  and  a  wicked  Ma-, 
nafleh ;  and  good  Jofiah  between  a  wicked  A- 
mon  and  a  wicked  Jehoabaz.  $nch  good  men 
are  the  pillars  of  the  eardi  j  through  the  means 
of  their  prayers,  and  that  they  may  be  fafely^ 
houfed  in  the  triumphant  Church,  the  day.  of 
divine  forbearance  is  prolonged,  as  the  day  of 
vengeance  is  deferred.  It  had  fared  ill  with 
backiliding  Judah  miKh  fooner,  if  God  had  not 
beftc^wed  on  her  fuch  men  as  a  reforming  Jo* 
fiah,  and  a  weeping  Jeremiah. 

2.  The  Lord  may  reward  ajid  countenance 
a  work  of  reformation  when  there  are  fey^ral 
things  attending  it  ftill  calling  for  reformation^ 
The  Lord  apjM-oved  of  Joiiah's  refogciinatioay  * 
and  made  it  the  means  of  deferring .^hisj^dg'^ 
ments;  but  it  was  accompanied  with  the*  want, 
of  fincerity  in  many  of  the  people,  and  the 
want  of  due  fearcli  into  the  iniquide^s  of  their 
fathers  in  all. 

3 .  The  reading  of  the  hc4y  Scriptmes  is. the 
means  of  awakening,  both  imto  a  lenfe  of  fift 
and  duty.  In  times  of  ignorance,  idolatry, 
iUperftitiop,  and  corruption,  the  Scriptures  arc 
concealed  from,  or,  at  leaft^  flighted  by  a  peor 
pie;  yea,  fuch  has  been  the  audacity  of  a  cer- 
tain focitty,  who  prcfumes  to  appropriate  unto 

itfclf 
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Itfclf  the  name  of  THE  CHURCH — ^the  only 
Church  on  earth,  that  it  has  locked  up  the 
precious  treafure  of  the  holy  Scriptures  in  an 
unknown  tongue  ;  and  a  dreadful  anathema 
hangs  over  the  head  of  him  who  dares  to 
peep  into  this  facred  depofitum.  The  dark 
times  of  Popery  and  the  reigns  of  Manafleh 
and  Amon  were,  in  fome  retpeiJls,  analogous  j 
particularly  in  ignorance  of  the  Scriptures  : 
And  the  reading  of  the  Scriptures  produced' 
a  fimilar  effe&  in  Jofiah's  time  with  that 
at  the  Reformation  from  Popery.  It  was 
blefled,  at  both,  for  awakening  unto  a  dread 
of  "fin,  and  for  exciting  unto  formal  covenant- 
ing-       , 

4.  God  fbmetimes  brings  his  people  into 
formal  covenanting  with  himfelf,  as  the  means 
of  preparing  them  for  the  day  of  atHi<^on« 
tic  makes  fomc  take  the  fafter  hold  of  him, 
in  order  to  their  taking  him  along  with  them 
into  the  furnace :  And  others  are  permitted 
to  aggravate  their  iniquities  by  a  pretending 
to  take  hold  of  him,  when,  in  fa^ft,  they  are 
about  to  renounce  him,  and  be  is  about*  to 
punilh  them  for  their  apoftacy  and  deceit,  that 
they  may  fill  up  the  meafure  of  their  iniquity. 
This  people  was  juft  on  the  brink  of  the  Baby- 
loiufh  captivity :  And  the  people  of  our  own 
land  covenanted  but  a  little  before  they  were 
caft  into  the  furnace  of  a  long  and  grievous 

pcrfecution. 
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perfecution.  How  fbme  were  thereby  fitted 
to  bear  their  fiery  trial,  and  others  accumula- 
ted their  guilt,  are  flam  to  all  in  the  leaft  con- 
vcrfant  with  the  hiftory  of  thofe  times.  God 
grant,  that  a  fixmace  may  not  be  a-heating  for 
covenanters  in  this  finnins:  land  :  or^  if  it  muft 
needs  be,  that  covenannng  may  b€  blefleu  to 
prepare  for  that  evil  day* 
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ON  THE  COVENANT 
fefcrWEEN  GOD  AND  HIS  CHUllCH^ 

IN  THE  DAYS  OF   EZRAH; 

EZKAH   X.   3 y: 

I  SHALL*  purfud  our  fubjed,  in  this  Tranfac- 
tion^  by  attending  to  the  following  parti- 
culars : — 1^  The  Character  of  the  Covenanters. 
— II..  The  Muiifter,  by  whofe  agency  they  en- 
tered into  this  Covenant. — Illi  The  Matter  of 
the  Covenant. — ^IV.  The  Occafions  of  it. — V. 
Its  Coniirmations. — Then  make  ibme  Reflec- 
tions on  the  wholes 

FIRST,  I  fliall  confider  the  Character 
of  the  Covenanters.'  The  account  of  them, 
which  is  afforded  in  the  infpired  hiftory,  is  to 
the  following  pm^pofe  :  '^  They  were  perfons 
returned  from  the  Babylonifti  captivity,  and  en- 
gaged in  repairing  the  city  of  Jerufal^m ;  but 
tot  ibfiiciently  weaned  Jrom  connexion  witli: 
*  O  6  o  ther 
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the  nations :  Hence,  guilty  of  affitn\y  to  ido-^ 
laters,   (b   as  to   cxpofe   themfelves  unto   the 
wrath- of  God.     They  were  not  (b  hardened 
in  iin,   however,    as  to  contemn  the  warning 
which  was  given  them  from  the  word  of  God  j 
but,  when  they  heard  tile  threatening  it  de- 
nounced againlt  fuch  an  offence^  they  t  n  e  m- 
jJtED  AT  God's  word.    The  perfons  affe<9:cd 
a;  thefe  threatenings  were,  ^  a  very  great 
coNGREGAT ION,  out  of  all  Ifracl,  of  inen wo- 
men, and  children  ;.  even  firch  as  bad  rendered 
lliemfelves  obnoxious  to  them,  and  thefe  were 
the  Princes  and  Rulers,  the  Priefts  and  the  Le- 
Vites,  and  the  people  of  Ifracl."   Had  not  thefe 
got  enough  of  the  people  of  the  land  ?  Yes, 
more  than  enough ;  but  bow  often  have  per- 
fons formed  cQnne<5lions  to  their  hurt !   Hovr 
often  have  thofc  who  were  feparated  to  God 
ailbciated  with  his  enemies  I  This  people,  thcn^ 
were  the   oflspring  of  covenanting  Jews,  but 
chargeable  with  aAing  a  part  altcgctbct  un- 
worthy of  their  folemn  engagements,   and  of 
tlieir  peculiar  privileges. — ^A  people,  however^ 
that  had   been  endued  with  the  grace  of  re- 
pentance ;   as  well  as  enabled  to  make  fuitablc 
profcffion*  of  it. 

SECONDLY,  I  fliall  attend  unto  the  Gha- 
RACTER  of  Ezrah,  who  was  the  Mfaiifler  ir^ 
this  Tranfav9:ion.  .The  firft  notice  we  have  of 
him  is  at  the  Pcrfian  Court :  Having  preferred 
A  petition  unto  tli«  king,  he  found  favour  be- 
fore 
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fore  Artaxei'xcs,  his  coiinicllors^  and  all  his 
tnighty  piizLces;  and  got  an  edi(%,  authorifing 
bim  to  lead  unto  JeruTalem  inch  of  the  people 
of  Ifracl,  and  of  the  Priefts  and  Lcvitcs  as  had 
a  willmg  mind  for  the  journey;  at  the  fame 
time,  the  king  was  induced  to  contril^ute  Ubc- 
rally  for  the  fcrvicc  of  the  temple,  and  to 
grant  full  authority,  that  whatfoever  is  coni- 
tnandcd  by  the  God  of  heaven,  be  done  for  the 
hou(e  of  the  God  of  heaven.  Ezi-ah  himfelf 
was  <rf  tbc  faccrdotal  line  ;  being  the.  fon,  or 
grandfon  of  Seraiah^  the  high^rieft,  who  was 
flain  by  Nebuchadnezzar,  when  he  ftormed  Je- 
imfalem*  He  was  alfo  a  perfon  of  diftinguiflhh 
cd  gifts  and  uncommon  learning ;  hence,  he 
was  Aylcd  a  ready  scKiB^of  the  law  of  Mo* 
fes,  which  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael  had  given*. 

Nor 

f  Scribes  appear  to  have  been  a  particular  order  n£ 
men  among  |he  Jews,  d«voted  to  Ktjerature.  Their  ori- 
gin^ liowever,  is  not  «aiily  inveftigated.  Some  make  ic 
as  ancient  as  the  giving  of  the  Law  :  Others  fix  it  in  the 
^ays  of  David  ;  but  tipanheim  the  eldar  thinks  it  was 
by  no  means  £6  ancient.  Others  have  brought  it  as  Iom- 
as  the  days  of  Jehoihaphat ;  while  fotue  carry  it  ftill 
lower,  even  to  the  days  of  Ezrah*  But,  wliatever  be  the 
lera  at  which  this  order  formally  commenced,  yet  it  was 
always  neceilary  that  fome  perfons  ibould  e^cecute  this 
ofUcc,  even  from  the  time  at  which  the  law  was  icommit- 
tcd  to  writing.  The  Scnbes  have  been  properly  enough 
diftributed  into, two  cladesi  namely,  Civ>i*  and  Eccle- 
siastic. The  Civil  Scribe  is  mentioned  as  «arly  as  the 
days  of  David,  2  Sam.  viii.  1 7.  Nor  is  the  Sacred  one 
of  ^  later  date,  i  Chcon.  xxvii.  gj.  Of  the  former  there 
vy^tii-QYarions  rai^ks^  from  the  common  notary  to  the 
Q  o  o  2  priiaci|*al 


Digitized  by 


Google 


.^t6       dissertation    XIU- 

Nor  was  his  zeal  inferior  to  his  abilities.  He 
gave  proof  of  his  inclination  and  capacity,  not 
only  in  rifting  a  petition  to  the  Peiiian  monarch, 
but  alfo  in  taking  the  lead  of  the  peturaing  cap- 
tives in  a  journey  of  fcveral  hundred  miles^  with- 
out a  guard,  and  in  a  Country  infefted  with 
robbers  and  ravenous  hearts:  And  he  difplaycd 
his  zeal  for  the  interefts  of  religion,  by  fiiwfti^ 
fying  a  faft  at  the  river  Ahavah  *^  in  recom-^ 
mending  himfclf  and  all  his  fello-w^travellers 
to  the  .protei^ion  of  heaven, — -.theii^ch'cunH 
ftances  rendering  human  proteiiion  incligiblcj". 

principal  Secretary  of  State,  who  executed  civil  dee^ 
according  t,o  (heir  dignity  and  degix^.  The  profeffioi? 
of  the  Sacred  Scribe  was  to  make  out  corrctfl  copies  of 
the  Scriptures,  and  to  read  and  explain  it  to  the  people. 
Jt  has  been  difpiited  among  the  learned.  If  Scribes  and 
JLawyers  were  of  the  fame  order  ;  or,  if  they  \i  ere  diiFe-. 
rent  !  Spanheim  the  elder  makes  them  the  fame  ; 
Camero,  Dnifius,  and  Trigland,  as  well  as  Forrefter  and 
Chemnetiw«,  make  them  difHndl  offices.  After  all,  as 
the  infpired  writers  ii£e  the  terms  proroifcnpufly,  this 
jeems  to  be  a  diftimfkion  without  a  dMferen'ce,  c^iipare 
Mattk.  xxii.  35.  with  Mark  xii.  qS,  Ezrah  got  the  epi- 
thet of  a  READY  Scribe.  The  phrafe  is  analogous  to 
t  hat  in  Pfal.  xl v.  i .  He  was  ready  to  bring  forth  things 
both  NEW  and  old  ;  dexterous  in  declaring  the  will  of 
ijod  unto  tiic  people.  It  was  the  duty  of  Scribes  to  in- 
ihm^  the  people  :  Hence,  the  phrafe  imports  the  giftcf 
kno\^l»dge,  and  the  gift  of  utterance,  vhi«h  jLwo  com* 
prehcnd  aptness  to  teach. 

*>  Ahavah  is  a  i-ivcr  in  the  land  of  Aflyria. 

+  Ezr.  viii.  22.  *^  For  I  was  aihamed  to  requh-e  of  the 
king  a  ban4  of  foldiers,  and  hor^roen,  to  help  ys  againit 
the  enemy  in  the  >^-ay  ;  becauiVrwe  had  fpokeji  unto  the 
kjtig>  faying,  The  liMid  of'  our  God  is  upon  all  thein 
for  good  that  feitk  him  ;  but  his  power  and  his  wrath  is  . 
(iqininft  :|1I  them  that  forfake  hiwi." 
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He  alio  gave  cvklencc  of  his  ardour  for  tho 
glory. of  God,  by  furveying  the  people,  and 
learbfaing  for  -die  Priefts  and  tho  foris  of  Levi'j 
aod',  When  h^-  found  none,  by  (ending  to  a 
very  great.diftancc  for  thehx,*to  conduct  tho 
people  in  the  important  duties  in  which  they 
were  employed.  Fafting  was  a  duty  very  fa^ 
miliar  unto  this  ready  s  c  r  i  b.  e  ;  :he  had  fcarce 
reached  Jcrufklem,-  and  rqoiced  in  IktvQ^'iu^ 
the  temple,  till  he  was  informed  of  the  trzfcstfi- 
gi'eflion  of  the  Pruiccs  and  Rulers,  the  Priefts 
and  Lcvites,  by  being  joined  in  affinity  with 
the  Canaanites,  anK)ng  whom  they  dwelt.  This 
gave  ample  fcope  unto  the  exercife  of  his  far- 
row, as^  well  as  of  every  other  grace  which  is 
requifitc  unto  right  confeflion :  Hence,  he  has 
aiforded  us  a  noble  pattern  Af  that  ufeful,  but 
defpifed  duty.  I  fhall  only  add,  If  Ezrah's 
charadcr  be  furveyecJ  in  a  poliucal  view,  he 
was  a  faithful  adminiftrator  of  die  facred-trea-  - 
lures  committed  to  his  truft,  as  well  as  an  jm^ 
partisrt  difpenfer  of  juftice  amorig  the  people; 
Superior  unto  avarice  and  bribery,  he  wcigljcd 
ovfer  the  free-will-offerings  of  the  Perliau  mo- 
narch into  the  hand  of  faithful  keeper^;  aiul 
executed  the  divine  law,  with  an  equal  hami, 
on  the  prince  and  the  Peafant, — on  the  Prie(t 
and  the  Lcvite.  He  filled  the  high  ftatiou 
of  governoi-  in  Judca,  .unto  the  benefit  o^' 
the  Jews,  the  advancement  of  religion  ;  as  iiV 
fo  to  the  honour  and  fatisfaAion  of  Artaxerxcs^ 
ft^ctm  whom  ha  received  his  commifllon.  Shoulc^ 
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any  enquire  Whether  he  brought  the  people  in- 
to this  bond  as  ArtaxerKcs's  governor^  or  as  a 
prieft  of  the  Moft  High  God  ?  The  faci«d  hi- 
ftory  aufwcrs,  It  was  as  a  prieft:  "  AndEzrah 
the  prieft, — and  all  of  them  by  their  names, 
WHO  were  feparated,  fat  down  in  the  firftday 
of  the  tenth  month  to  examine  the  matter  *." 
As  a  prieft  he  drew  up  the  bcmd ;  and,  as  a 
prieft,  be  looke'd  after  the  fulfihBen^  c^  their 
vow.  ' 

THIRDLY,  I  fliall  now  confider  the  Bond 
which  was  framed  and  fwom  on  this  occafion, 
and  which  conftituted  the  Matter  of  ;this 
Covenant.  There  is,  bcfidcs  confdffion  of  fin, 
a  general  oiaufe  refpe^^ing  the  whole  of  God's 
revealed  will,  and  a  particidar  one  adapted  to 
that  reformation  which  dieir  cafe  required. 

It^They  engage  unto  genuine  repentance 
and  fuitable  coirfeffion  of  fin:  *'  Make  confef- 
fion  mito  the  Lord  God  of  your  fatliers."  The 
glorious  party  with  whom  they  were  to  cove- 
nant is,  the  Lord  God  of  their  fathers. 
This  covenanted  charaAer  gave  them  great 
encouragement  to  confefe  their  iniquities  unto 
him  J  and  to  fay  unto  him,  *^  Pardon,  we  be- 
fcech  thee,  om*  iniquities,'  as  thou  haft  done 
from  Egypt's  land  until  now."  The  dutjf  of 
confcflion  ha5  not  only  fin,  but  likew  ays  bene- 
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filB  for  the  objed  of  it,  as  well  as  truth  :  Hence 
it  was  penitential,  euchariftic,  axul  ecclefiailic, 
The  import  of  eccleiiaftic  confcffion  will  be  af** 
terwai'ds  explained. 

•  2.  Th'KY  engage  to  do  the  pleasure 
of  the  Lord  God  of  their  fathers.  The  plea« 
.  fare  of  God,  hi  this  text  at  leaft,  extends  not 
only  unto  pofttive  inftitntions,  which  originate 
in  the  good  pleafure .  of  God ;  but  alfo  unto 
aU  the  a<9s  of  natural  Svorlhip,  which- arc  ever 
well  pleaiing  in  lus  fight..  Thus,  angels  are 
faidto  DO  HIS  PLEASURE,  a s they  fulfil God^s 
commandments  in  a  more  exalted  degree  than 
imperfe<3:  men.  This  article,  then,  mad  in^ 
elude  aH  the  known  will  of  God,  the  moral, 
ceremonial,  and  judicial  laws ;  with  all  that 
advantag^eous  light  in  which  they  were  placed 
by  after  revelations.  This,  was  the  general 
daiife  in  their  covenant,  which,  though  gene* 
nrf,  was  well  miderftpod  ;  becaufe  the  particu- 
lars included  had'  been  often  explained  in  for* 
mcr  covenants.  • 

3.  They   engaged   to   skfakate    from 

THE    people   of   THE   LAlf D,  AND    F  H'OM  T  H  E 

STRANGE  WIVES.  The  particular  fift  which 
was  charged  on  them  wus^,  their  ccmfederacy 
and  affinity  with  the  people  of  the  nations 
renmd  about.  The  Jews,  probably  deipairing 
of  the  divine  proteAion,  had  entered  into  a 
leagtie,   offenfive  and  dcfenfive',  with  fome  of 

their 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


^8o         DlSSfiJirFA'tlON    xia 

their  tieighhoiM^ ;  and,  to  eibiblifh'  it  on  a^fa!"^ 
foundation,' they  had  jomed'  in  affinity  witU 
them  like  ways.  TJic  iniquity  of  fuch  a  con- 
nexion laid  a  juft  foundation. for  diflblving  it  i 
For,  when  God  covenanted  with  Ifrael  at^Sinai, 
he  took  them  exprefsly  engaged^  ncitlier  to 
confedcrite  with  the  people  of  the  land,  nor 
to.  take,  wives  from  among  thcm^»  Ther^ 
were  fome  reafons  far  this,  article  of  pccuriar 
weight  with  that  nation ;  fujch  a^,  The  jircfcr'^ 
vation  of  the  feed  of  Jatob  feparate  and  entire, 
especially  from  fuch  nations. as  Averc  dimmed 
to  deftru&ion:  To  tyjafy  the  purity  of  the 
Ipoufe  and  bride  of  ChrilV,  which  is  without 
fpot  or  wTinklc,  or  any  fuch  thing:  Hence  we 
find  Paul  allowing  the  converted  Gentile  to 
keep  hi^  unconverted  wife,  under  the  New 
Teftamcnt  difpenfation,  if  (he  ; was  willing  to 
abide  with  him.  Idolatry,  or  irreligion,  ^ocs 
not  nullify  the  ♦bond  of  marriage  under  the 
Ne%v.Teflament,  as  it  did  under  the  old }  the' 
it  .  is  :  unlawful  IHIL  ta  be  unequally  yoked  J 
Wherefore,  in  the  inftance  to.  which  Paul  re- 
fers f ,  the  marriage  obtained  while  both  were 
heathens,  and  the  hufband  afterwards  cpn- 
verted,  while  the  wife  remained  in  heathenifm. 
Under  the  .New  Tqftaiklient,  however,  as  well 
a» !  unider .  the  old,  in  orditiary  cafes  at  leafli 
mixed  marriages  of  faints  with  infidels  are^evcr 
to  be  reprobated ;  fqr  what  part  bath  he  thatr 

<  [ 

,,*  Dillmarion  V:  Part  li.         f  i  Cor.  vU.  12- 

believeth 
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Uclieveth  with  an  infidel  ?  But,  to  return  untd 
the  Jews,  it  has  been  objciSlcd  10  Ezrah,  *'  That 
this  article  is  extremely  fevere  and  inhumane, 
if  not  a  formal  violation  of  the  law  of  nature, 
both  as  to  the  contraA  of  marriage  and  the  e- 
ducation  of  cliildren;*'     To  remove  which,  it 
may  lie    obfcrved^  That   there  was  room  for 
an  alleviation  of  this  fuppofed  rigour,  by  the 
wives   becoming  profelytes;   accordingly,    the 
magiftrate^  fet  about  examining  into  this  mat- 
ter t   And,  as  to  fuch  as  continued  in  hifidelity^ 
the  marriage  was,  in  itfclf,  as  null^  to  all  intents 
aud  purpofes,   as  if  it  had  never  been  folem- 
niz^d  }  infidelity  being  as  lufficient  a  reafon  to 
vacate  it  as  the  lieareft  degrees  of  confangui- 
nity  among  all  civilized  nations^     Nor  were  the 
children  of  thefe  ftran^e  wives  put  on  a  worle 
footing  than  Ifhmael^  when  he  was  expelled  from 
his  father's  houfe  ;  for  it  does  not  appear,  that 
cither  Abraham  or  the  fathei-s  of  thofe  chil- 
drcii  were  precluded  from  infpcAing  their-edu- 
cation,  or  lupplying  their  neceflities,  until  they 
could   provide   for   themfchrcs  ;  though    they 
might  not  retaijtl  the  mothers  in  their  compaiTy, 
nor  conftitute  thefe  illegitimate  childi'en  heirs 
i»f  the  promifed  inheritance. 

FOURTHLY,  The  Occasions  of  this  Co- 
venant merit  our  attention  in  the  next  place. 
The  interveening  fpacc  of  time  was  filled  up 
with  fome  very  remarkable  revolutions  in  the 
;*  P  P  P  kingdon\s 
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Idiigdoms  of  tliis  wprld  j  and  fbihe  mcrfl  intc-' 
.  telling  viciflitudcs  in  the  Church. 

1.  God  had  executed  his  dreadful  threaten- 
ing on  the  kingdom  of  Jiidah,  which  he  had 
denounced  againit  it  on  account  of  their  ido- 
latry.    He  had  given  them  frequent  warning 
of  his  conaing  wrath,  which  was,  in  a  great 
meafure  flighted ;  apd  flighted  warnings  made 
the  torrent  more  rapid  when,  at  lafl:,  it  broke 
forth.     He  determined  to  bear  with  them  for- 
ty prophetical  days  from  that  coven  an  t-reno-^ 
vation  which  obtained  in  the  days  of  Jofiah* 
The  preceding  prophets  gave   a  general  view 
of  thofe  judgments  which  Jeremiah  and  Eze- 
kiel  more  particularly  delineated.     Jerufalem 
had  bceii  laid  defolate  by  the  Chaldean  army; 
the  inhabitants  of  it  flain,  or  carried  away  cap- 
tive for  the  fpace  of  feventy  years**     As  to 
the  aera  of  the  captivity,  it  feenxs  to  haVe  com- 
menced in  the  fourth  year  of  the  reign  of  Je- 
hoiakim ;  for  in  it  Jerufalem  was  taken,  and 
Judah  made  tribut^r^  to  the  king  of  Babylon: 
A^d  exa&ly  feventy  years  took  place  between 
that  event  and  the  ediA  6f  Cyrus  to  rebuild 
the  temple.     If  you  fix  the  commencement  of 
thefe  years  as  low  as  the  time  when  Jerufalem 
Was  burnt,  their  period  will  exad:ly  ccnncide 
with  the  decree  of  Dafius  to  advance  the  work 
of  temple-building,   after  it  had  been,   for  a 

♦  Jcr.  XXV.  11,  12.  xxix,  lo. 

time^ 
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time,  fufpended :  Or,  in  fine,  if  you  fix  the 
commencement  of  the  captivity  at  the  time 
when  Ncbuzar-adan  completed  the  defolation 
of  the  land,  the  conclufion  will  exa«3:ly  coincide 
with  the  celebration  of  the  firft  pallbver,  im- 
mediately after  the  dedication  of  the  fecdnd 
temple.  3ut,  as  Dr  Newton  juftly  obfcrves, 
the  firft  captivity  and  reftoration  were  the  prin- 
cipal fubjedl  of  this  prophecy. 

2.  The  Lord  had  executed  judgment  on 
Babylon,  even  that  nation  which  he  had  ufed 
as  th§  rod  of  correi^ion  for  his  people.  The 
deftruAion  of  this  empire  is  fo  ftriking  and  ter- 
rible, that  God  makes  it  the  emblem  of  his 
Vengeance  on  all  hb  enemies  in  after  times. 
Judah  deferred  what  he  got,  indeed,  at  the 
hand  of  God  j  and  he  was  greatly  culpable,  ev^n 
in  the  fight  of  nien  :  But  Babylon  punifhed 
them  to  gratify  his  cruelty,  and  conquered 
thenti,  and  other  nations,  to  gratify  his  pride. 
He  not  only  defiMfcd  the  Jews,  but  alfo  blaf- 
phemed  the  God  whom  they  wor/hipped :  And 
the  veflels  of  his  houic  muft  grace  the  revels 
of  Babylon's  luxurious  priiKre.  In  that  night 
was  King  Bclfhazzar  flain !  This  drc^ftjl  ca- 
taftrff^he  tended  to  execute  God's  pur^fes  in 
various  jrelpeAs :  It  removed  one  of  the  four 
grand  monarchies  out  of  the  way,  to  make 
room  for  the  more  glorious  kingdom  of  the 
Meffiah. — ^It  alfi>  tended  to  iliuftrate  the  juftice 
of  divine  providence,  in  tht  puniflixncnt  of  fiicK 
Ppp    2  nations 
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nations  as  perfccuted  his  Church.  As  Babylon 
beheld  Zion's  defolation  with  cool  indil^rence^ 
if  not  with  diabolical  fatisfadion,  Zion  might 
fay  of  her  ^^gain,  "  Rejoice  over  her,  thou 
heavens,  and  ye  holy  prophets ;  for  God  hath 
avenged  us  on  her.  In  one  hour  is  thy  judg- 
ment come.'^  The  deftruAion  of  Babylon,  in 
one  word,  at  once  figured  out  the  deftru^on 
of  Satan's  Idngdom,  which  retains  finners  a$ 
Captives  ;  and  paved  the  way  for  the  return  of 
the  Jews  unto  their  own  land :  For  the  Chaldean 
empire  and  the  Babylonifli  captivity  terminated 
together,  and  both  were  finifhcd  by  the  f^n^^ 
inftrument, 

3.  This  covenant-renovation  obtained  after 
God  had  broi\ght  his  people  back  again  to  their 
own  land.  The  fet  time  for  their  deliverance 
Avas  now  come,  Said  God,  by  Jeremiah,  **  Thus 
laith  the  Lord,  That  after  feventy  yqars  (hall 
be  accompliflied  at  Babylon,  I  will  vilit„  and 
perform  my  good  word  towards  you,  in  causing 
you  to  return  to  this  place."  Now,  renewed 
evidences  of  divine  verdcity  cm  the  part  of 
God,  called  for  renewed  engagements  on  th^ 
part  of  his  people  •  As  God  gave  them  an  opr 
portunity  to  celebrate  teii\ple-ordinances  i#their 
own  land,  fo  it  became  them  to  refblve  on  th^ 
obfervation  of  them,  and  every  other  duty. 

4,  The  work  of  the  Lord  had  been  greatly 
iwped^d  by  the  fuggeftion?  of  enemies,  and 
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tdl<3s  of  the  Pcrfian  monarch  obtained  in  con- 
fcqocnce  of  them.  When  thcfe  could  not  be 
jwocured,  they  were  put  off  with  interdicts^ 
and  wearied  out  with  delays.  Carabyfes,  the 
(on  of  Cyrus,  fucceeded  his  father  in  tho  Em- 
pire ;  and,  as  refpeA  for  his  father's  memory 
forbade  him  to  revoke  the'  ediA  which  had 
been  granted  in  their  favour,  fo  the  infinua-« 
tions  of  the  Samaritans  eafily  prevailed  with 
him  to  .  defeat  its  dcfign.  But  his  fucceffor, 
Smerdes  the  magian,  who,  in  the  facred 
page,  is  ftyled  Artaxcrxcs,  iinmoved  by  fuch 
regard,  and  unawed  by  the  fear  of  God,  rea-* 
dily  hearkened  to  the  accufations  of  the  ene- 
mies uf  the  Jews,  and  ftri<SUy  prohibited  them 
from  proceeding  any  farther  in  building  the 
temple.  This  put  a  ftop  unto  that  work  iintil 
the  fecond  year  of  Darius  Hyftaipis.  How 
often  have  fjcophants  tried,  and  with  too 
much  fqceefs,  to  perluade  weak  princes  that 
the  prolperity  of  the  Church  is  incompatible 
Avith  the  interelb  and  prerogatives  of  majefty! 
How  often  has  God  tried  the  faith  and  pa- 
tience of  his  children,  by  permitting  his  work, 
-when  happily  begun,  to  be,  for  a  time,  marred 
and  reproached,  both  by  pretended  friends 
^d  open  ei|en^ic;s  | 

5.  Hagoai  and  Zechariah  could  fcarcely 
prevail  with  them  to  renew  tlieir  endeavours, 
even  after  the  decree  of  the  magian  might 
hav?  been  fyppofed  to  liave  expired  withliinv. 
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(elf.  The  chain  of  providences  which  ifliied 
in  finifhing  of  the  temple  was  truly  wonder* 
fal:  The  fraud  o(  Smerdes  being  detected, 
and  Darius,  by  ftratagem,  eftablidied  in  his 
ftead;  and  the  Jews  having  put  hand  to  the 
work  under  his  aufpices,  the  Samaritans  prac* 
tifed  inceflfantly  on  the  governor  of  Syria,  per- 
fuading  him,  that  the  conduft  of  the  Jews  was 
not  only  without  all  authority,  but  alfo  direA* 
ly  oppofite  to  the  intcreft  of  the  empire.  When 
he  enquired  at  the  Jews  thcmfelves,  they  re- 
ferred him  to  the  ediA  which  Cyrus  had  grant- 
ed in  their  favour:  But,  diftrufting  their  vera- 
city, he  wrote  to  the  court,  that  he  might  be 
certified  as  to  what  they  afierted.  Darius,  ha- 
ving (earched  the  records,  found  the  decree  of 
Cyrus ;  and,  as  he  had  mamed  Cyrus's  daugh- 
ter, he  thought  he  could  not  do  Icfs  honour  to 
his  father-in-law,  than  confirm  and  enlarge  the 
cdiA  he  had  granted.  He  beftowed  on  the 
Jews  more  ample  revenues,  for  defraying  their 
cxpenfcs ;  and  greater  fecurity  than  Cyrus  liad 
granted :  So  that  they  built  and  finifhed. 

6,  After  the  dedication  of  the  temple, 
the  Jews,  by  the  good  Iiaiid  of  God  upon  them, 
had  enjoyed  their  privileges,  and  celebrated 
their  ordinances  for  the  (pace  of  fifty  years. 
The  temple  was  dedicated  in  the  fixth  year  of 
Darius:  He  reigned,  in  all,  thirty-lix  years. 
Xerxes,  liis  (on  and  fucceflfor,  twenty-ohc  years: 
And  this  tranAiliou  pbtaiiied  in  the  feventh 

Qr 
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©f  eighth  year  of  Artaxerxcs  LoTigimanus,  whd 
came  to  the  throne  immediately  after  him- 
Such  a  long  fpace  of  public  tranquility,  and 
the  countenance  and  proteAion  of  the  civil 
powers,  could  fcarcely  fail  of  producing  confi- 
derable  con-uption  of  manners.  It  feldora 
happens,  at  leaft,  that  fuch  a  long  fcene  of 
prosperity  has  been  fuitably  improved.  We 
find  the  Jews  greatly  funk  in  various  corrup- 
tions when  E^ah  came  to  Jerufalem.  They 
•  are  charged  with  mingling  themfelves  with  the 
people  of  the  land,  and  doing  according  to 
their  abominations, — taking  of  the  daughters 
of  the  land  for  themfelves,  and  their  Tons,  for 
wives :  So  that  the  holy  feed  was  greatly  cor- 
ruptee! ;  and  the  hand  of  the  'princes  was  high 
in  the  provocation.  Such  univerfal  corruption 
rendered  a  reformation  highly  proper  j — (uch 
iinful  mixtures  rendered  a  feparation  abfolute- 
ly  neceflary- 

.  7^  Ti^B  Lord,  in  divide  foVcreignty,  had 
conferred  recent  favours  upon  this  finninor  peo- 
ple. ,  Artaxerxes  Longinianus,  who  is  proba* 
bly  the' Ahafuerus  mentioned  in  Scripture^ 
granted  unto  Ezrah,  and  the  whole  Church  and 
nation  of  the  Jews,  ari  ediA,  attended  with 
greater  folemnity  than  ufiial  j  being  given  by 
the  Perfian  monarch  and  his  (even  counfellors, 
the  higheft  authority  of  the  empire  j  and  con- 
taining more  ample  grants  than  thofe  of  any 
former  monarch,  empowering  Ezrah  to  cele* 

b^ate 
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bi-ate  the  Jewifli  worfliip  at  the  public  eXjiefife  \ 
aiid  alfo,  to  iet  up  couru  of  the  laft  refort,  ac- 
cording to  the  Jewifb  conftitution  *.  Thus  was 
Jerufalem  built,  not  in  re(pei9:  of  its  walls  and 
bars,  indeed  ;  but  iif  refpect  of  its  polity^  laws, 
and  governours :  For  it  is  rule  and  government 
that  conftitute  a  city*  This  was  the  build-* 
ING  OF  THE  CITY  foretold  by  Gabriel,  I  pre- 
fajne ;  and  the  commencement  of  the  feventy 
weeks,  or  four  hundred  and  ninety  years,  which 
fliould  elapfc  prior  to  the  excifion  of  the  Mef- 
(lah. 

FIFTHLY,  Tlie  CdNFiRMATtONS  of  this 
Covenant  is  the  next  branch  of  our  fubjcd* 
And  it  will  be  found  to  have  been  ratified, 

!•  By  folemn  promifc,  "  And  Eirah  the 
prieft  flood  up  and  faid  unto  them.  Ye  have 
tranfgrefled,  and  taken  ftrange  wives,  to  em 
creafe  the  trefpafs  of  Ifi-ael.  Now,  therefore, 
make  confeflion  unto  the  Lord  God  of  yoitf 
fathers,  ^  and  do  his  pleafure,  and  feparate 
yourfelves  from  the  people  of  the  land,  and 
from  the  ftrange  wives*  Then  all  the  congre- 
gation anfwered,\vith  a  loud  voice,  As  thoiJ 
haft  faid,  fo  muft  we  do  f .'' 

2.  It  was  a  sworn  Covenant,  '*  Then  Ez-* 
rah  arofe,  and  made  the  Chief  Pricftsy  and  the  Lc- 

*  Ezr.  vii.  25,  26.  t  5zr,  x,  10,  11,  12. 

vites, 
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vites,  and  all  Ifrael,  to  s  \i^  ea  r,  that  they  fliould 
do  according  to  this  word;  and  they  sware.'* 

3.  As  Etrah  was  well  acquainted  with  th^ 
exanople  of  the  Church  in  former  times,  wc 
have  rcafon  to  conclude,  that  it  was  a  writ- 
TEN  Covenant,  as  well  as  formed  ones ;  but, 
as  this  circumftance  is  not  recorded, '  wc  fliall 
not  iniift  on  it* 

It  is  now  time  to  fmiih  ^lis  ful^ei^  with  a 
very  few  Reflections* 

1.  The  Church  may ^ -and  ought  to  cove- 
nant with  the  living  God^  when  nniany  genuine 
iaiots  neglciS:^  or  heiitate  as  tQ  this  duty^  on 
the  one  hand  j  and  enemies  make  great  oppo* 
Jition  to  it,  on  the  other.  Not  a  few  of  the 
Jews  preferred  a  place  in  Babylon  unto  their 
o\vn  poflcdion  in  the  protuiied  land ;  and,  by  this 
means,  deprived,  themfelves  6f  an  opportunity 
of  joining  in  this  work :  Yea>  more' Jews  proba- 
bly ftaid  in  Babylon  than  thofe  who  returned  • 

2.  Cheat  deliverances  call  for  fuitable  im^ 
provement,  and  grateful  remembrance*^  If 
pcrfons  are  delivered  by  God,  is  "it  too  much 
for  them  to  be  devoted  to  him  ?  It  was  long 
before  the  Jews  made  this  return ;  but  provi- 
dence compelled  them  to  do  it  at  the  lail« 

3.  Solemn  covenanting  may  be  p^rfoi'm- 
^d,  when  the  civil  powers  of.  that  people  who 

*         ^4^  covenant 
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covenant  arc  of  a  religian  different  from  tha€ 
\vhich  is  fwom  to  in  the  facred  bond  j  and  yet 
thefe  covenanters  may,  and  ought  to  be  ftrid- 
ly  loyal ;  giving  ready  obedience  to  foch  ma- 
giftrates  in  dieir  laWfuJ  commasids. .  This  is  a 
eafc  fo  much  in  point  to  prefent  cpvenanting^ 
that  it  deferves  ta  be  carefully  furveycd  on  aB 
fides.  The  enemies  of  the  Jews  forged  an  ac- 
cufation  againft  them,  which  has.  frequently 
been  of  great  fervice  to  their  (ucceflbrs :  Said 
thcy^  If  this  people  be  permitted  to  carry  their 
defigns  into  execution^  they  will  foment  rebel- 
lion J  they  will  not  pay  toll,  tribute,.and  cuftom: 
But  thefe  correnanters  gave  a  practical  confu- 
tation of  this  calumny ;  ihewiog^  that  there  is 
un  eternal  difference  between  the  caufe  of  Cod 
and  that  of  rebellion  j  though  the  former  has 
b^n  often  briinded  with  the  name  of  the  latter. 
A  people  may  be  fo  ciroumflanced,  as  to  conti* 
nue  under  the  fame  engagements  toCrod  as  did 
their  fathers,  tho*  th«y  be  widely  difiepent  from 
them  as  to  t heirpoliHcal  ftate .  Such  was  the  cafe 
of  the  Jews  at  this  time;  and  fuch  is  our  cafe.  In 
both  Churches,  tho'  the  covenanters  arc  fprung 
from  covenanting  anceftors;  yet  both  yield  obe- 
dience to  rion-covenanted  magiftrates ;  and  aMo 
proceed  in  the  line  of  duty  by  covenant-renova- 
tion, altho^  they  have  not  the  concurrence  of  the 
fiipreme  magiftrate.  In  both  ca(es^- covenanters 
are  under  great  bondage  j  yet  (hi^y  loyal,  not 
for  fear  of  wrath ^  but  for  conlciencc  fake. 

DISSER^ 
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ON  THE  COVENANT 
BETWEEN  GOD  AND  HIS  CHUHCH, 

IN  THE  DAYS  OF  NEHEMIAH- 

N£H£MIAH    ix.     38.      X.     I 39. 

THIS  18  the  laft  Tranfadion  trafrfnutted  to 
118  in  the  Old  Teftament;  but  by  no 
inea33  the  leaft  (ignal*  The  facred  hiftorian 
afcer tains, — ^I.  The  Perfons  Covenanting. — II. 
The  Charai2:cr  of  the  Minifter,  by  whofe  inftru- 
mentality  they  were  bi>ought  to  perform  this 
duty. — ^JII.  The  Matter  of  this  Covenant. — 
IV.  The  Manner  in  which  they  performed  it. 
— ^V.  The  Occafions  of  this  Tranfadion. — ^VI, 
The  Solen^n  Gonfirndations  of  it — After  a  fliort 
furvey  of  each  of  thefc>  we  fliall  fubjoin  fome 
Im[nroveitiei)t«  ^ 

FII13T,  I  (hall  attend  unto  the  P£&sons 
Covenanting. 

0.^91  ^  i>  The 
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1.  Th  e  firft  order  of  pcrfons  is,  "  Our  Prin- 
ces*.'' This  is  the  fame  order  with  thefc 
mentioned  Diflertation  VI. 

2.  The  "  Levites.''  The  whole  tribe  of 
Levi,  except  the  family  of  Aaron.  The  pecu- 
liar conftitution  of  this  tribe  delerves  more  par- 
ticular confideration  than  I  can  here  undertake. 
Let  it  fuffice,  in  this  place,  to  obferve.  That 
God  took  them  inftead  of  ,tlie  firft-bom,  and 
fet  them  apart  to  the  fcrvice  of  the  temple;  as 
alfo,  artigned  them  their  talk  in  inftru*Sting  the 
reft  of  the  tribes, — appointing  them  cities  tq 
live  in, — tythes  for  an  honourable  maintenance, 
feeing  they  were  excluded  from  having  any 
inheritance  among  their  brethren-  As  this 
tribe  was  devoted  to  God's  (crvice,  (b  it  was 
proper  they  fliould  be  fbfward  in  bis  work. 
They  were  divided  into  three  clafles  :  The  firft 
-waited  on  the  Priefts,  the  fons  of  Aaron,  to 
purify  the  holy  things, — Ao  prepare  the  ftfew- 
bread,  flour,  wine,  oil,  and  eveiy  thing  elft  for 
the  facrifice  ;  and  to  kill  the  fatrlfices,  if  there 
^vere  more  work  of  this  kind  than  the  Priefts 
could  accompli(h.  The  next  clafs  formed  the 
temple  choir,    confifting  of  both  fingers  and 

.players  on  inftruments.  The  third  are  ftyled 
porters,  who  kept  the  doors  -of  th^  temple, 
and  had  the  charge  of  it ;  and  probably  re- 
ceived fuch  oblations  as  were  oiFered  at  it. 

•  Kch.  ix.  38. 
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3.  A  THiHD  order  of  perfoas'cavenant'mg 
at  tins  time  are,  "  Our  Prielb."  This  coiiir 
prehcnded  the  whole  family  of  Aaron,  even  to 
the  excluiion  of  that  of  Mofcfi :  Fory  tfauogh 
lie  \?as  the  Gvtt  man  in  the  kingdoni^  he  iiitfer? 
ed  his  feed  to  Unk  down  amoarg  the  rell  of  the 
Lcvites^.  '  • 

4.  The  next  order  fpecificd  is  that  of  "  Ne- 
thinims  *-"  .This  delignation  is  not  to  be 
found  bat  in  books  written  after  the  captivity ; 
for  fuch,  I  prefume,  are  the  books  of  Chronicles, 
The  order  of  pcrfons  unto  which  it  belonged, 
however,  was  much  more  ancient.  They  were 
originally  the  Gibeonites,  who,  by  fraud,  obr 
tained  a  leaooic  with  the  Ifraclites  foon  after 
tliey  came  into  the  land  of  Canaan :  For  wjrich 
Jdhua  condemned  them  to  the  moft  laborious 
crffices  of  the  tabernacle ;  fuch  as,  hewing  of 
wood  and  drawing  of  water  for  the  {acritice. 
But  it  is  conjeAured  that  David  added  fomc 
other  ftrangers  to  their  number,  when  he  ap- 
pointed them  unto  the  fcrvicc  of  the  Levites% 
Thofe  Nethinims  who  returned,  were  certain- 
ly the  beft  of  that  order  :  The  reft  having  pre- 
fen?cd  a  place  in  Chaldea  unto  the  fervice  of 

frau4^ni  populo  I&aelitico  fwfla  ^  Jofua  fervi  public!  con- 
iHttid  JoC  ix.  21.  Et  poftea  Davide  ad  miniflerium  Lc- 
vitarmn  depiti,  Ezr  viii.    2Q."     Hen|Iic.  Opitit.  m 
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the  temple  J  but  thofe  Nethinims  cboofe  rather 
to  fcrvc  God,  in  a  ftatc  not  greatly  different 
from  tbat  of  Haves,  than  (land  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  reft  of  the  children  of  the 
capdvity  in  Babylon.  ,  Few,  comparatively, 
were  of  this  (pint,  as  Jofcph as  declares^:  The 
better  part  being  the  fmaller  number  m  alxnoft 
every  order  of  men. 

f.  The  Noi.LES  of  Judah  are  another  ot- 
der  of  perfons  covenanting  at  this  dme«  They 
appear  to  have  taken  the, lead  in  tliis  duty; 
The  reft  are  faid  to  cleave  unto  their  brethren 
the  NOBLES.  This  is  a  de(ignation  of  gener 
ral  import ;  if  we  confult  the  Scripture  nfe  of* 
the  term,  we  will  find  it  applied  to  a  vaft  va^- 
riety  of  objeiSts.  Here  it  niay  denote  the  prin- 
cipal Jews ;  for  it  appears  that  the  nobles  of 
Judah,  at  that  time,  were  ringleaders,  like  our 
nobles  at  the  Reformation  from  Popery,  in  the 
work  of  the  Lord. 

6.  Again,  the  facrcd  hiftorian  raentU>ns 
(uch  as  "  had  feparafed  tliemiclves  from  the 
people  of  the  land/'  Their  fin  conlifted  in  rmx^ 
ing.  with  them,  and  learning  of  them  their  way: 
Hence,  there  was  a  particular  article  in  tliis  co** 
v^nant  refpe^bg  their  feparation  from,  them.. 
This  people  entered  into  covenant  with  God, 

•  Joseph.  De  Bello  Judaico,  Lib.  U.  cap.  xrii. 
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mole  and  fen^le^  their  fons  and  their  daugh- 
ters^ who  had  arrived  ^at  the  exercife  of  dieir 
reafon,  even  fuch  as  were  capable  of  doing  it 
with  kaow^dge  and  underftafii^^g. 

SECONDLrY^  I  (hall  now  attend  unto  the 
Chahacter  of  the  Minifter,  by  wbofe  inftnt- 
mentality  they  entered  on  this  work.  The 
mi&iilers  admhiifteriftig  it  were  the  Lev  itcs,  in- 
deed ;  but  Nehennah  had  a  principal  fhare  in 
the  ref ormati60yaBd  co%enairt'*rpnovatitm  which 
followed  itr  The  congregation  was  aflembled 
by  his  orders,  and  animated  hy  his  examptj^. 
Nehemiah  was  probably  of  the  tribe  of  .Levi  j 
but,  as  far  as  I  ha v#  been  able  to  judge,,  his  ge*- 
«ealo^  cannot  be  tieckoned«  llifiire  a^iothcr 
things,  however,  of  wiiich  we  may  be  abmdant* 
ly  certain  :  He  filled  an  high  tiflice  at  the.Per- 
'han  court  >  and,  at  the  fame  time,  poOelTed  a 
qualification  r^'cly  to  rbc  met  with  in  courti- 
ers :  He  .was  frequently  employe<i  m  ejacula* 
tory.  prayer,  even  in  the  prefence  of  the  Per^ 
iian  nnonarch :  He  is  the  mod  fignal  example 
of  this  duty  in  all  the  book  rf  God :  His  ar- 
dour for  the  welfare  of  the  Chnrch  was  equal 
to  lus  [uety ;  amjl  this  nia4e  him  improve  his 
faigli  flatten  for  her  benefit  and  advantage. 
Having  obtained  lelate  from  ATtaxerxcs  Lon- 
gimanus  to  go  wto  Jerufalem,  aud  authority 
to  goverji  the  retiM-iied  captives,  he  gave  equal 
proof  of  hi»  courage  and  diligence,  as  well  as 

his 
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his  ability  to  rule,— fHrriftg  up  the  Prmces, 
Priefts,  and  people,  unto  repcntaacc^. 

THIRDtVJ^  It  ifi  now  time  td  confide?  the 
Matter  of  this  Covenant :  "  And  they  enter- 
ed into  an  oath  to  walk  in.  God^s  law,  which 
was  given  by  Mofes  the  fervant  of  God, 
and  to.  obferve:  and -do  aU  the  command- 
nfie^tt^'  of  Uhe  Lwd  bur  iLord^  and  his  judg- 
ments .aod^  hi^  ftatiites-t-^And  that  we  would 
iot  give  lour. daughter^  nAm  the  people  of  the 
land,  nor  tafcc  their  dajiightei-s  for  our  ions : 
And  if  the  people  of  the  land  bring  ware,  or 
any  vi*ftual$  on  tlic  Sabbath  day  to  fell,  that 
w^  woi^ld  not  bay  it  of  them  on  the  Sabbath, 
or  on  the  :holy  day  :  and  that  we  would  leave 
the  (eventh  year,  arid  the  exaxSion  of  every 
debt,''  &c.     Here  I  obferve, 

I*  This  trainfaclion  bore  a  reference  unto 
tke  whak  of  the  facrdd  fyftem,  and  included 
a  renovation  of  all  former  covenants^     Thus, 

*  From  Nchcnnah's  accotmt  of-  himfelf,  he  beld  the 
office  of  the  King's  Cup-bearer  wheuat  Shuihan.;  and 
of  the  Tirfhatha  when  at  Jerufalem  :  But  what  is  nieant 
by  iht  Tirihatha  ?  The  original  word  is  of  doiibtfiil  de- 
.ri\iati€ai  5  hence  the  Jeamed  have  taken  Kberty  to  offer 
their  conjeiflures.     Some  reckon t  i^-  is  compounded  of 

Js^nty  and  n^nn,    Q.UI  DISPENSAVIT   POTUM,    MuNSTEROH 

E2ra.  Others  frotn  a  Perfianword  \^hich  fignifics  sK* 
vcRE  ;  fuch  as  Caste ti us,  MENkNSKi,  &c.  Hence, 
they  ^conclude^  that  it  imports  the  Perfian  monarch** 
Viceroy.  Ezrali  fucceed  Zerubbabel  in  this  office,  tfs 
he  was  fuccceded  by  Nehemiah. 

thev 
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they  pngaged  to  waljc  according  to  the  Mofaic 
ryfteiii,  and   obfervc  morals  and  ceremonials, 
as  well  a«  judicials,  according  to  tlieir  various, 
delignations,  formerly  explained. 

2.  There  was  an  explicit  renovation  of 
fuch  precepts  as  they  had  remarkably  viola- 
ted ;  fuch  as  Sabbath-breaking,  mixing  with 
the  heathen j  ufury,  op^effionj  Sec.  Now  it 
was  propef*  to  make  a  formal  renunciation  of 
thefc  fins,  and  a  formal  engagement  unto  the 
oppofite  duties  ;  as  a  general  and  material  ad- 
herence unto  therai  was  not  a  fufficient  teftimb-* 
ny  and  barrier  againft  the  oppofite  finid. 

3.  They  made  fuch  alterations,  and  addi- 
tions unto  forrtier  bonds,  as  their  circumftances 
required.  The  ftyle  of  Covenants,  prior  to  the 
captivity^  would  be,  "  Our  King,  our  Princes,'^ 

.  &c  But,  as  the  Jews  had  now  no  king  of  their 
own  religion,  it  was  only,  **  Our  Princes,"  Scd 
Again,  They  fettled  the  necefTary  expenfcs  of 
the  temple-fefvice,  and  made  a  regulation  to 
this  purpofe,  in  the  form  of  a  poll  tdx.  .  The 
expenfes  of  the  temple  and  tabernacle  had  ' 
been  defrayed  by  other  fources  before  the  cap- 
tivity ;  fuch  as  the  redemption  of  the  firft-bom, 
&c.  But  thefe  fources  being  decreafed,  as  the 
number  of  the  people  was  impaired,  they 
judged  a  poll  tax  the  fitted  vein  they  could 
ftrike  on  this  occafion. 

*         Rrr  FOURTHLY, 
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FOURTHLY,  The  facred  biftorian  dcl8^ 
neates  the  Manner  in  which  they  fet  about 
this  work. 

1.  They  covenanted  with  knowledge  and 
underftanding.  It  is  by  no  means  improbable 
that  ignorant  perfons  were  reftrained  j  for,  when 
Nehemiah  enumerates  their  fons  and  their 
daughters,  he  limits  them  thus :  "  Every  one 
having  knowledge  and  understanding/ 
At  anyrate,  the  covenanters  were  well  inftruA- 
cd,  Ezrah  having  read  many  le^fttures  to  them 
on  this  duty.  The  matter>  was  of  too  great 
importance  to  be  na/hed  upon  with  prccipita-^ 
tion. 

2.  They  covenanted  with  the  decpeft  Im- 
jmility  and  reverence-  Accordingly,  this  and 
the  former  tran(a6lion  have  fome  exceHencies 
fupertor  to  any  of  the  foregohig  ones.  The 
confeffion  of  their  fms,  and  God'is  goodnefs  un- 
to them,  are  more  particularly  delineated  than 
on  former  occafions.  The  ninthr  chapters  of 
the  books  of  Ezrah  and  Nehemiah  afford  the 
moft  excellent  models  and  patterns  for  this  du- 
ty of  fblemn  confeffion  ;  and  are  alfo  ftanding 
evidences  of  the  humble  and  penitent  frame 
unto  which  thofe  perfons  were  brought  on  thefc 
occafions.  Could  perfons  be  bi*ought  unto  fuch 
a  humble  difpofidon,  their  objedions  and  diffi- 
culties in  the  way  of  covenanting  vrould  be 
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more  than  half  removed.     But,  are  not  many, 
too  naany,  dilpofed  to  fay  I  am  umocent ! 

3.  They  cov«nanted  almoft  univerfally. 
There  was  a  congregation  of  more  than  forty, 
thonfand,  made  up  of  perfons  of  all  ranks,  as 
,well  as  different  ages  and  fexes.  ,There  were 
few  ceremonial  duties  in  which  females  were 
engaged;  they  were  exempted^  in  particular, 
fi'om  attendance  on  the  folemn  feafts,  while 
the  males  were  enjoined  to  attend  three  times 
a-year.  But^  as  covenanting  was  a  moral  dur- 
ty,  and  as  females  had  concern  in  the  whole 
of  praiftical  reHgiou,  they  were  obliged  to  join 
in  it  a&  well  as  males^ 

FIFTHLY,  I  mull  now  attend  unto  the 
Occasions  of  this  Covenant.  The  interval 
between  this  tranfaiftion  and  that  which  was 
executed  under  the  miniftry  of  Ezrah,  above 
defcribed,  was  not  lefs  than  twelve  years.  In 
that  fpace  of  time,  there  had  been  a  relapfe 
into  thofe  fins  from  which  they  had  been  re- 
formed by  the  miniftry  of  Ezrah,  and  that  co- 
venant-renovation which  he  dii^edlcd  in  the 
fcventh  year  of  Artaxerxes.  Now,  this  covc- 
venant  obtained  in  the  twentieth  year  of  his 
reign.  S^ch  is  the  verfatility  of  men,  even  of 
gracious  perfons,  that  they  are  (bon  turned  a- 
fide  from  the  path  of  holinefs ! 

I.  This   covenant-renovation  obtained  af- 
ter the  people  of  God  had  been  greatly  alarm- 

Rrr  2  ed 
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cd  by  that  bloody  edi<f):  which  Hainan  procu-* 
red  againft  them  j  and  that  after  they  had 
been  dcUvere(|  by  a  moft  fignal  interpofition  of 
Providence.  Ambhious  Haman  being  greatly 
piqued  at  Mordecai,  who  declined  to  give  him 
the  homage  expected,  didlained  to  take  ven- 
geance on  au  individual ;  but  aimed  at  the  ut- 
ter extermination  of  the  whole  race.  The  c- 
diS:  was  not  only  granted  but  publilhed  ;  and 
i:he  day  of  its  execution  determined,  by  lot, 
to  be  on  the  thnteenth  day  of  the  twelfth 
month  of  the  tliiitcenth  year  of  Artaxerxes 
Lbngimanus.  Divine  Providence  oi*dered  mat-, 
ters  fo,  as  to  put  it  off  till  this  time,  that  the 
Jews  mjght  be,  in  fome  meafure,  prepared  for 
the  evil  day.  Mad  with  fuperftition,  their  ene- 
mies caft  lots  from  month  to  month,  and  day 
to  day,  from  the  firft  unto  the  twelfth  month 
of  the  twelfth  year  of  his  reign ;  and,  at  laft, 
determined  to  execute  it  at  the  didaiice  of  time 
above  (pecified.  Nor  had  they  any  dread  as 
to  the  difficulty  of  execution  arifing  from  the 
delay,  the  laws  of  the  Medes  and  Perlians  be- 
ing irreversible,  That  it  was  the  thirteenth^ 
and  not  the  twelfth  year  of  Artaxerxes,  on 
which  they  intended  the  execution  of  the  ediA, 
Is  evident  frpm  the  date  of  that  which  prevent- 
ed the  ruin  qf  tlie  Jews  :  It  bore  date  from  the 
tvyenty^third  day  of  the  third  month  of  the 
thirteenth  year  of  that  reign ;  But,  if  the  other 
edift  had  been  executed  on  the  laft  month  of 
th?  twelfth  yejir,  i%  h^d  cqihq  %qq  late.  That  it 
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vras  the  thirteenth,  and  not  the  twelfth  year, 
\n  which  the  cdid:  of  Efthcr's  procurement  was- 
granted,  is  evident,  as  Haman  did  not  fix  on  a 
LUCKY  day  urttll  the  tvvdfth  .nwnth  of  the 
twelfth  year  of  this  reign  ;  anjl  it  is  not  to  be 
luppofcd,  that  he  would  divulge  his  pui'pofe 
before  he  came  to  a  fixed  Vefolution  as  to  the 
time  of  putting  it  into  execution.  Nor"  could 
they  provide  agalnft  its  efifeifts,  by  a  coulitef  ^- 
diA,  before  they  were  warned  of  their  danger. 

-^ ^Divhie  Wifdom,  however^  began  tocdun*' 

teraft  Hamau's  fcheme  before  it  was  liatched. 
In  the  fevcnth  year  of  this  monarch,  the  tenth 
qionth  of  that  year  (the  fan>e  month,  and  the 
fame  ycfar,  in  which  Ezrah  fet  about  the  fore- 
going* covenant)*,  did  Efther  become  queen  of 
Perfia  :  As  Mordecai  declared  to  her,  (he  came 
.  to  the  kingdom  for  such  a  time  as  this. 
The  whole  fcene  of  providence  in  favour  of 
Efther  and  the  Jews,  is  wonderful.  She  found 
favour  in  tl*e  eyes  of  the  king,  when  (lie  ad- 
ventured into  his  prefence,  contrary  to  the 
rules  of  the  palace.  Every  fuit  which  fbc  made 
was  granted,  till  die  vengeance  which  Haman 
intended  for  Mordecai  lighted  on  his  own 
head :  The  accomplices  of  Haman  fell  intq 
the  pit  they  had  been  digging  for  the  Jews^ 

to  the  number  of  feventy  thoufand* ^No^ 

thing  could  be  more  unjuft  than  the  de(h-uc- 
tion  of  the  Jews,  at  the  hands  of  men  ;  but  it 
was  righteous  with  God  to  fufFer  them  to  be 
thfl3  t<?nniied,  by  the  nations  with  whicji  they 
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had,  at  this  tirnc^  mixed,  and  of  which  they 
had  learned  their  way. 

2.  Ttfts  covenant-renovation  took  place  af- 
ter God  had  defeated  the  iecret  plots  agaioil 
the  J^ws,  and  the  external  oppofition  of  their 
eoemies  to  the  Lord's  work  m  their  hands. 
Hence,  after  the  walls  of  the  city  had  been 
completed,  they  had  opportittiity  to  celebrate 
thie  feaft  of  tabernacles  with  greater  jfblemraty 
than  it  had  been  accompanied  with  from  tlie 
days  of  the  Judges.  The  aflcmbly  which  cele- 
brated this  feaft  was  very  greats  Ezrah  enter- 
tained them  with  reading  the  law ;  and,  bemg; 
ailifted  in  this  exercife  by  the  Levites,  he  con- 
vinced the  people  that  they  had  been  a^want- 
ing  as  to  the  due  folemnities  of  this  ordinance, 
in  their  former  celebration  of  it.  Thefe  de- 
fers they  endeavoured  to  reform.  This  read- 
ing of  the  law  comn^nced  on  the  firlt  day  of 
tJie  month,  and  they  continued  in  it  until  the 
laft  day  of  the  feaft.  There  was  gi*cat  ignorance 
among  the  people,  but  alfo  great  defire  to  re- 
ceive inftnuStion:  Ezrah  caused  them  to 
UNDOES  "^AND  THEMfiAi>3iNG;  and  they  made 
fuch  proficiency  as  enabled  them,  m  a  fbort 
time,  to  enter  mto  cgvenant  with  knowledge 
^d  undeiftanding. 

3.  This  tranra<ftion  took  place  after  the 
congregation  had  been  brought  to  deep  hu- 
railiatiijn  for,  aud  foknm  coufeflTion  of  their 
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}|ii<|uities.  Tbeir  excrcife  appears  to  have  been 
improper  at  the  firft ;  it  being  probably  car- 
ried to  foch  exce(s,as  to  difturb  the  worfli^pag 
afiembVieSy  and  to  indifpofe  Chem  for  fuch  re- 
joicittg  as  became  the  feaft  of  tabernacles.  But 
that  rejoicing  did  not  indifpofe  them  to  fo- 
Jenm  fading,  and  confeffion  of  finj  when  this 
feaft  was  over.  The  feaft  -of  in-gathering  fol- 
lowed on  the  eighth  day  after  the  beginning 
of  the  feaft  of  tabernacles ;  and  that  was  alfo 
finiftied  on  the  twenty-«fecond  day  of  the 
month.  They  APPOINTED  to  themfclvcs  the 
twenty-fourth  <lay,  as  a  folemn  faft,  to  confefs 
their  awn  iniquity,  and  the  iniquities  of  their 
fathers  y  and  alfo  to  renew  their  covenant  with 
the  Lord  God  of  their  fathers.  This  was  a 
day  diftinA  from  all  the  ceremonial  holy  days, 
which  were  of  divine  appointment :  But  it  is 
competent  to  the  Church,  in  aU  ages,  to  fet 
apart  as  much  time  as  is  requidte,  for  acknow- 
ledging their  iniquity  to  the  glory  .of  God» 
Few  faft-days  have  been  obferved  to  fiich  pur- 
pofe  as  this  one  :  It  was  a  day  of  diftinguiOied 
liglit  and  life  among  the  children  of  God* 

SIXTHLY,  The  Solemn  Confirmation! 
of  this  Covenant  is  the  next  branch  of  our  fiib^ 

jea. 

I.  Ii;^.was  a  written  Covenant:  "And 
becaufe  of  all  this  we  make  a  Pure  covenant, 
and  write  it."     The  Word  covenantxs  mark- 
ed, 
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cd,  in  GUI'  tranflation,  as  a  funpleiment ;  but  if 
is  ftrongly  implied  in  the  infpired  original  *i 
And  a  deed  is  made  more  permanent  by  wri-* 
ting ;  it  ftands  to  futurity  for  praife,  in  cafe 
of  performance,  and  to  their  fhame,  in  cafe  of 
violation* 


2.  It  was  a  sealed  covenant*  It  \¥as 
written  that  it  might  be  fealed  i  And  theco* 
venanters  a<Hually  appended  their  fign-manual 
unto,  tcftifying  their  hearty  approbation  of  its 
contents.  Subfcribins  with  the  hand  was  no^v 
become  an  ufual  rite  in  ratification  of  cove* 
nants.  Laws^  and  letters  patent,  were  fealcd 
with  the  king's  feal,  and  contrai3:s  with  the 
iign-manual;  as  appears  fi'om  the  inftance  of 
Jeremiah :  Said  he,  *^  Ajud  I  fubfcribed  the  c- 
vidence,  and  fealcd  it,  and  took  witneffes  f  4** 
Thb.hiftory  adds  tight  to  that  predi<3ion  of 
Ifaiah's,  "  And  another  (hall  fubfcribe  with 
the  hand  unto  the  Lord  if.'' 

3.  It  was  a  sworn  covenant  z  ^*  They  en* 
tered  into  a  curfe  and  an  oath  to  walk  in  God's 
law/*  An  oath  implies  a  curfe,  in  cafe  of  viola- 
tion ;  as  it  is  an  appeal  uitio  God  ip  the  chai'ac- 
ter  of  a  judge.     Though  every  finner  who  vio- 

*  There  are  two  words  ufed  in  the  infpired  original, 
n?73X  OTinD,  the  former  of  which  denotes  the  cutting  of 
a  covenant ;  the  latter  a  firm  deed^  or  conft)||^tioit. 

t  Jer.  xxjdi.  10,  12,  44.     »    ^  If.  xliv,  5. 
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latcsJii^  oath  may  not  be  finally  acciiiTcd,  yet 
this  fin  dcTcrves  it  ih  an  eminent  degree ;  and. 
;ill  who  cbntimie  under  this  guilt  (hall  be  eter- 
nally accurfed.  The  prai^lice  of  ratifying  co- 
venants with  God  by  folemn  bath  was  as  an- 
cient as  the  days  of  Mo(es,  at  leaft. 

It  is  now  time  to  fubjoin  a  Reflection 
or  two  on  what  has  been  explained; 

1.  The  highcfti  as  well  as  the  lowed  fta- 
tions  of  life,  may  be  filled  to  the  glory  of  God. 
Courts,  e{pecially  fo  porrupt  ones  as  the  Per- 
fian,  had  many  things  in  them  unfriendly  to 
religion.  Courtiers,  iri  fiich  circumftanccs, 
have  temptations  unto  almoft  every  fpecies  of 
iniquity  ;  but  the  grace  of  God  can  break  the 
ihare,  and  niake  his  children  efcape. 

2.  Persons  of  genuine  zeal  for  the  honour 
of  God  will  improve  fuch  opportunities  as  their 
ftation  affords  them  for  the  advancement  of  it. 
"While  they  ftand  upon  their  watch-tower,  they 
w'Hl  be  difpofed  to  obferve  what  advantages 
are  offered,  as  alfo  what  dangers  are  threaten- 
ed. And  fuch  was  the  anxiety  of  Nehemiah's 
lleart,  in  this  matter,  that  the  fmiles  of  the 
oTcateft  monarch  upon  earth  could  not  footh 
it,  while  the  city  of  his  God  lay  in  ruins. 

3.    Great    apoftacy   atmong   covenanters, 

and  fcvere  chaftifements,  cither  felt  or  feared, 

*  S  f  f  '     '        (liould 
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fhould  be  incentives  unto  folcmn  confefliofi 
and  ferious  repentance.  Judah's  fin  brought 
him  l6w ;  Nehemiah  made  thb  a  ground  of 
acknowledgment,  and  a  reafon  for  covenant- 
renovation.  Our  cafe  is  greatly  fimilar  to 
theirs  :  When  we'vvere  a  kingdom,  like  them, 
yvc  were  far  from  (erving  God  in  our  places 
and  flations.  Now  we  are  fervants,  not  to  a 
deipotic  Prince,  as  Judah  was.  Indeed,  but  to 
the  Legiflature  of  a  neighbouring  kingdom  ^ 
Our  land  yieldeth  a  fund  of  tax  for  that  power 
which  God  hath  fet  over  us  for  our  fins*  What 
is  to  be  done  in  fuch  a  cafe  ?  .We  mud  halt 
between  two  opinions,  fay  fome ;  The  times 
are  too  bad  for  making  a  fiirrender  of  our- 
felves  imto  the  Lord :  But,  faid  Nehemiah,  in 
all  thisdiftrefs.  Let  us  make  a  sure  cove- 

KANTr 
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ON       T    H 


TRANSFERRENCE  OF  COVENANTING 

FROM       THE 

OhU  TESTAMENT  CHURCH  TO  TH.\T 
OF  THE  NEW. 

Isaiah  xix.   18,  21,  &c. 


THE  pra^fticc  of  the  Church  of  God,  under 
the  Old  Teftamcnt,  is  fo  decifive  in  fa- 
vour of  covenanting,  that  there  is  no  room 
to  hefitate.  If  it  was  the  means  of  reforma- 
tion undef  that  difpenlation.  But,  under  the 
New  Teftament,  not  a  few  difpute  its  lawful- 
nefs,'  as  well  as  thfe  expediency  of  attempting 
it.  To  determine  this  point,  I  fliall  Enquire, 
—I.  If  the  Laws,  by  which  the  Old  Teftament 
Church  was  boimd  to  perform  this  duty,  be  of 
perpetual  obligation  under  the  New  Teftament* 
— II,  If  the  Spiritual  nature  of  the  better  oeco- 
S  f  f  2  nomy 
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noniy  admits  of  (uch  a  duty ;  and  if,  confid^Fs 
ing  the  peculiar  genius  of  if,  cfpecially  the  pci 
culiar  form  in  which  the  promifes  of  it  are  adt 
minirtered  on  the  part  of  God,  we  are  laid 
under  particular  obligations  to  fuch  a  pra^Mce 
on  our  part. — III.  Whether  the  predictions  of 
the  Old  Teftament  prophets,  concerning  the 
New  Teftament  Church,  afford  foundatiop  for 
the  exercife  of  faith  in  this  duty  in  gofpel  days. 
— IV.  If  this  duty  was  taught  and  exeniplified 
in  the  dodlrine  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  If 
1  prove  the  alHrmative  of  any  of  thefe,  much 
more  of  them  aU,  I  will  not  hedtate  to  con- 
clude, That  covenanting  is  a  4^ty  transferred 
from  the  Old  to  the  New  Teftament  Church. 

FI RST,  I  fhall  enquiry  if  the  LA  w,  by  which 
^he  Old  1'eftament  Church  was  bound  unto  the 
performance  of  this  duty,  be  of  perpetual  ob- 
ligation in  the  Gofpel  Church.  The  formsJ 
lealbn  of  every  duty  originates  in  the  autho- 
rity of  a  law  upon  til?  confcience.  If  perfons 
adventure  upon  any  duty  without  God's  prc- 
icription,  they  will  find  themfelves  at  a  lofs  to 
unfwer  that  important  queftion,  Who  hath  re- 
quired this  at  your  hand  ?  '^^he  i>ature  of  the 
divine  law  determines  the  fpecific  nature  of 
ihofe  duties  wliich  are  required  by  it:  That 
is,  pofitiv^  laws  enjoin  politive  obedience,  and 
moral  precepts  moral  obedience.  The  que- 
Jlion  before  us  refolves  itfclf  into  this  fomi, 
>Yas  covenanting  enjoined  by  the  moral  law; 

or. 
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or  by  fome  pofitivc  precept  under  the  Old  Ted 
tamcnt  dilpenfation  ?  To  avoid  ambiguity,  as 
much  as  may  be,  on  this  head,  it  may  be  ob-^ 
ferved.  That  laws  are  faid  to  be  moral  which 
tiake  rife  from  the  nature  of  God,  and  from 
that  relation  in  which  he  (lands  unto  his  ra- 
tional creatures,  as  their  mo  ml  governor, 
Thefe  laws  arei|t>  be  found,  as  in  miniature,  in 
the  ten  commandments  3  and  are  niore  copi- 
oufly  explained  in  the  writings  of  the  prophets 
and  apoftles  j  But  they  were  of  force  prior  to 
the  giving  of  the  law'from  Sinai;  and  to  the 
various  hints  which  were  given  to  the  patri- 
archs. That  thfe  moral  law,  and  that  only, 
afforded  warrant  for  covenanting  under  the 
Old  T^ftament  may  be  made  out  various  ways. 

I .  Sundry  precepts  in  that  lavy  obliged  un-? 
to  this  duty.  The  firft  precept,  for  exaniple, 
binds  us  not  only  to  know,  but  alfo  to  acknow- 
ledge and  avouch  the  only  true  God  as  our 
God.  Now,  when  this  avowal  is  focial,  as  well 
as  fecret,  it  cannot  imply  lefs  than  public  co^ 
yenanting.  The  fecond  precept  of  the  dcrca- 
logue  enjoins  us  to  receive,  obferve,  keep  pure 
and  entire  all  fuch  religious  ordinances  as  God 
hath  appointed  in  his  word  ;  one  of  which  is,, 
vowing  and  {Wearing  unto  the  mighty  God  of 
Jacob.  Once  more,  .The  third  precept  de- 
mands the  holy  and  reverend  ufe  of  divine 
truth,  which  is  a  bright  character  of  God'ji 
paine.     It  recjui^-es  not  only  an  oath,  ou  pro* 
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per  occafions,  in  civil  bufinefsj  but  alfo  for 
the  purpofe  of  (blemnizing  our  holy  profeffion. 
If  God  deign  to  fwear  unto  us;  is  it  too  much 
that  we  fwcar  unto  him  ?  Thou  shalt  per- 

I^ORM    UNTO    THE   LORD    THINE'oATHS. 

2.  That  it  is  the  moral  law,  and  that  only, 
which  obliged  unto  the  duty  of  covenanting 
will  appear,  if  we  conlider  that  it  was  a  law 
common  to  both  Jews  and  Gentiles.  The 
latter,  as  well  as  the  former,  were  fometiracs 
employed  in  tliis  duty,  The  law  of  nature 
taught  them,  that,  as  they  were  OF  God,  as 
the  fii'ft  caufc ;  fo  it  became  them  to  be  T^O 
him,  as  th^ir  laft  end :  And,  if  (b,  it  cannot  rea* 
fonably  be  denied,  that  it  became  them  to  bind 
themfelves  to  him.  Now,  as,  in  right,  they 
ought;  fo,  in  fac^,  they  did  bind  thenilelves 
unto  God,  and  that  with  the  folemnity  of  an 
oath.  One  of  them  reafons  to  the  following 
purpofe  :  '*  Thou  art  his  workmanfhip  ;  he 
hath  not  only  made  thee,  but  beftowed  all  his 
benefits  upon  thee.*' — -''  To  this  God  ye  ought 
to  fwear,  as  tlie  foldiers  do  to  Gaefar.  But 
they,  indeed,  for  the  fake  of  wages  do  fwear, 
that  they  will,  above  all  things,  ftudy  the  well- 
fare  of  Csefar ;  and,  while  you  are  loaded  with 
lb  many,  and  fo  great  benefits  by  God, — ^will 
you  not  fwear  unto  him  ?  Or,  when  you  have 
fwom, — will  ye  not  perform  ?  And  what  fliould 
you  fwear  r  Tliat  ye  will  always  obey  his  voice; 
iliHt  ye  will  never  conmlaiu  of  him:  that  y^ 

will 
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will  never  complain  of  any  thing  he  nrieafures 
out  unto  you ;  that  ye  will  always  do,  and  fuffer 
-willingly,  whatfoever  he  (hall  think  neceflary 
to  put  upon  you*.'*  Than  which  nothing  cau 
be  more  conclufive. 

3.  There  was  no  other  law  by  which  this 
duty  could  be  bound  on  the  Old  Teftament 
Church  than  the  moral  law.  There,  are  only 
three  laws  Aippofable  in  this  cafe  ;  namely,  the 
judicial,  the  ceremonial,  and  the  moral :  But 
as  the  two  former,  being  incompetent,  mull 
be  removed,  the  latter  muft  be  cftablilhed* 
There  is  not  a  fourth. — •The  incompetence  of 
the  ceremonial  law  is  evident  from  the  very 
nature  of  it ;  it  can  enjoin  nothing  but  ceremo- 
nies.    Now^  What  "is  a  ceremony  ?  Is  it  not 

*  Epictet.  Lib.  I.  cap.  xiv.— — Melancthom  argued 
alTo,  from  the  light  of  nature^  in  favour  of  this  duty, 
Mrhen  anfwering  Ofiander's  objeiflions  againft  it.  Ha* 
ving  produced  the  inflance  of  ,)Covenanting  in  the  dayd 
of  Jofliua,  he  adds,  ^^  Non  adferam  hie  aliarum  politic 
arum  exempla,  etfi  notum  eft,  in  omni  honefta  focietato 
aliqua  cfle  foedera,  quibus  ad  certoriim  ofHciorum  com- 
munication em,  homines  obligati  font,  ut  apud  Xeno- 
phoutem  dicitur  retireixf  h  rn  iXXti^t  f^fcf  «iirai,  tv;  vr^Xtntf 
0fit9V¥m  ifisfhTttf,**  The  meaning  of  ^hich  is,  in  /hort :  ''  I 
fhall  not  adduce  examples,  in  this  place,  of  other  ftates, 
although  it  is  known,  that  there  are  certain  covenants 
in  every  lawful  focicty,  by  which  men  are  obliged  to 
the  mutual  performance  of  certain  duties,  as  in  Xe-^ 
nophon,  Wuereveil  the  law  obtained  in  Greece, 

PERSONS   must   swear   THE   OATHS     OF    THt    STATE.'*—- 

MELAN(5THorJ  Opp.  Tom.  111.  p.  738.  Orat.  dc  ralom- 
niis  Ofiaiidri^ 

Ibmelhinir 
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fonaething  external ;  fome  carnal  rite,  by  dW 
vine  appointment,  figuring  out  fomething  fpi- 
rituaL      But  what  is  (ignified  by  covenanting? 

If  typical,  what  is  the  antitype  ? The  other 

plea  is  equally  void,  though  more  plaufiblc; 
It  has  been  the  fafliionable  cant,  for  fome  time 
paft,  to  fiiggeft,  that  covenanting  was  a  politi- 
cal duty,  peculiar  to  the  theocratical  govern- 
ment of  the  Jews 4  To  examine  this  point, 
let  it  be  obferved,  that  the  theocratical  govern- 
ment was  confined  to  the  ftate,  as  was  cove- 
nanting to  the  church  j  and  tlie  diftiniSion  be- 
tween church  and  ftate  was  as  real^  though  not 
fo  vifible,  under  the  Old  Teftament  as  under 
the  New.  The  view  of  a  theocracy,  above 
exhibited,  leaves  us  no  room  to  doubt  in  this 
matter.  We  may  alfo  appeal  fmto  particular 
inftanccs  of  covenanting  in  the  Old  Teftament 
Church.  In  the  days  of  Jehoiada,  for  example, 
there  was  at  once  two  diftinA  covenants;  a 
Ipiritual,  or  church  covenant,  between  Jehoia- 
da and  the  people  ;-and  a  political,  or  ftate  co^ 
Tenant,  between  the  king  and  his  fubjeds.  Had 
covenanting  been  a  political  duty,  the  former 
had  been  wholly  unneceflary  ;  becaufe,  w^hen 
the  people  covenanted  with  the  king,  the  head 
of  the'  theocracy  on  earth,  they  covenanted 
with  God  bimfelf  in  blm  ;  binding  themfelves 
unto  every  poflibU  political  duty.  Once  more^ 
the  theocratical  government  was  In  great  per- 
fe*5lion  wnder  tbe  Judges ;  yet  it  is  evidcnt,^ 
tbrtC  Jofliua,   in  tlic   character  of  a  prophet^ 

brought 
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brought  the   tongregation  of  Ifrael  to  cdve^  * 
nant  with   God  in    a  fpiritual   manner  :    The 
iTiatter  of  the  covenant  is  far  from  being  poli- 
tical;  and  the  mianner  of  executing  it  eviden- 
ccth,  that  it  is  truly  fpiritual  and  evangelical. 

Thus  it  appears  abundantly  evident,  that 

Ifrael  was  obliged  unto  the  duty  of  covenant- 
ing by  the  moral  law,  and  that  only.  I  fliall 
not  (land  to  prove,  that  this  law  is  of  pei'pe- 
tual  obligation  on  the  members  of  the  New 
Tertament  Church ;  ais  I  do  not  know  if  thci 
enemies  of  covenanting  (whatever  they  may 
do  praiJIically),  have  the  boldnefs  to  deny  it. 

SECONDLY,  I. fliall  now  enquire  if  the  Spi- 
ritual  Nature  of  the  Better  Occonomy  admits 
of  fuch  a  duty  as  covenanting  ;  and  if,  con- 
iidering  the  peculiar  genius  of  it,  efpccially  the 
particular  form  in  which  the  promifes  admini- 
ftered  on  the  part  of  God,  we  are  not  laid  un- 
der peculiar  obligations  unto  fuch  a  practice  on 
oin-  part.  To  fet  this  matter  in  a  juft  point  of 
view,  I  fliall  ftate  die  nature  of  the  Gofpel 
Church,  in  refpe\5l  of  her  privileges  and  confl:i- 
tution,  as  contrafted  with  the  Old  Tefl:ament 
Church  :  And  then  attend  unto  the  form  in 
which  the(e  o-raiits  were  made  unto  her. 


t> 


I.  I  MUST  fl:ate   the  nature  of  the  Gofpel 

Church,  in  refpcA  of  her  conftitution  and  pri- 

tUeges,   as  thefe   are   contrafted  with  the  Old 

*  Ttt  Teftamcnt: 
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Teftameiit  Church  ;   and  that  both  in  rc(ped  of 
Jici'  vilible  and  mvilible  ftate. 

I.  This  Church  was  cre<^cd  on  the  foun- 
dation of  ChrilVs  refurred:ion  ;  for  the  miniftry 
of  the  Baptift,  the  perfonal  miniftry  of  Chrift, 
as  well  as  of  the  feventy  difciples,  belt>nged, 
properly,  unto  the  church  of  the  ^irctimcilion : 
Though  it  may  be  granted^  that  they  were  fo- 
lemn  pi-eliKles  of  the  better  oecononiy.  The 
perfonal  minittry  of  Chrift  had  gathered  toge- 
ther a  confiderable  number  of  difciplcjs,  confi- 
dcrably  more,  probably,  than  five  hundred  : 
And,  as  they  continued  in  the  world  after  Chrift's 
afcenfion,  fo  he  made  provifion  for  them,  com- 
miflloning  paftors  to  make  known  unto  th€m 
all  things  whatfoeVer  he  had  commanded* 
Thefe  inftruiflions  are  expreftly  menticmed  by 
Luke :  "  Being  feen  of  them  forty  days,  and 
fjjcaking  of  things  pertaining  to  the  kingdom 
of  God.''  And  their  commiffion,  empowering 
them  to  adt  accoixling  to  thefe  inftru<ESons,  is 
regiftered  by  another  JEvangelift:  Says  Chrift, 
by  Matthew,  *'  All  poweris  given  nie  in  heaven 
and  in  earth ;  go  ye,  therefore,  and  teach  all 
nations,  baptisiing  them  in  the^name  of  the  Fa- 
ther, and  of  the  Son,  arid  of  the  Holy  Ghoft. 
Teaching  them  to  obferve  all  things  whatfo- 
ever  I  have  c6mmanded/'  Said  Mark,  **  Go 
preach  the  gofpel  unto  every  creature.  He 
that  believeth  and  is  baptizTed  fliall  be  faved  j 
bathe  that  bclievctli not  fiiall  be  damned  *  Thifr 
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coaimifllon  was  accora|>anied  with  power  c- 
<jual  to  the  execution  of  it,  even  the  powei'  of 
the  Holy  GhofL 

2,  Thesr  officers  were  authorized  to  exlii- 
bit  various  privileges  and  immunities,  both  re- 
ipedling  individuals  and  the  fociety  itfelf,  for 
encouraging  perfons  to  enter  into  it :  They  al- 
io enjoined   various  duties  on  fuch  perfons  as  ^       ., 
accepted  of  thefe  privileges.      The  privileges,          r      -] 
unto  which  the  fervants  of  Chrifl:  invited  fin-  ^>^ 
iiers,  were   nearly  connciftcJd   witli   the  duties  ^^^^ 

they  enjoined  upon  them* As  Chrift  ii)il)f*^,  -  * 

luted  a  gofpel  miniftry,  both  ordinary  ajMFek-  , 
iraordinary ;  fo  he  enjoined  fubjccSioukftintO 
them,  as  far  as  they  a  A  according  to  their 
cdmmiffion.  The  gofpel  miniftry  was  beftbw- 
ed  on  this  (bciety  under  the  notion  of  a  gift  : 
*'  Wherefore  he  faith,  when  he  afccnded  upon 
hi;^h,  he  led  captivity  captive,  and  gave 
GIFTS  unto  men.  And  he  gave  fome  A- 
poftles,  and  fome  Prophets,  and  fome  Evange- 
lifts,  and  fome  paftora  and  teacha's."  The 
office  of  the  Apoftlcs,  Prophets,  and  Evange- 
lifts  was  extraordinary :  The  office  of  the  pa- 
ftor  is  to  continue  in  the  church  tmtil  the  end 
of  the  world.  Now,  as  they  are  given  for  the 
edification  of  the  body  of  Chrifl,  fb  the  perfons 
who  profefs  to  belong  unto  this  body  arc  en- 
joined to  "  obey  them  who  have  the  rule  over  ^ 
them.''*— —As  the  great  Prophet  of  the  Church 
has  given  unto  us  the  dodlrine  of  his  holy  word;  * 
Ttt   2                                  fo 


Digitized  by 


Google 


$\6         DISSERTATION     XV, 

lb  he  requires  us  to  receive  it  not  as  the  word 
of men,  but  as  it  is  in  truth  the  Avord  of  God. 
Jt  was  one  of  the  diftinguifhing  privileges  of 
the  Jewifh  Church,  that  unto  them  were  com* 
mi t ted  the  oracles  of  God  :  The  oracles  of  the 
Gofpel  Church  arc  greatly  enlarged  beyond 
thefe  of  the  Jewifh.— ^ — .As  the  fole  Legiflator 
of  the  Church  has  been  plcafed  to  inftitute  fuch 
ordinances  in  her  as  are  requifite  for  the  cele- 
bration of  divine  worlhip,  fo  be  has  alfo  en-r 
joined  the  celebration  of  them.  The  ordinan- 
ces of  his  appointment  are,  die  reading,  preach-e 
ing,  and  hearing  of  the  word,  prayer,  and 
thankfgiving  in  the  name  of  Chiift;  the  dif- 
penfation  and  receiving  of  the  faci^mcnts  of 
JBaptifm  and  the  Lord's  Supper  ;  Church^go-f 
vernment  and  difcipline  ;  the  rpiniftry ;  main-i 
tenance  of  religious  failing  j  fwearing  by  the 
name  of  God,  and  vowing  unto  him.  We 
cannot  attempt  a  delineation  of  each  of  thefe 
ordinances ;  but  I'efer  unto  the  Direiftory  for 
Worfliip,  fubjoined   to  the  "Weftminfter  Con- 

feflion  of  Faith.^ With  refpeA  unto  the  im-» 

munities  which  are  offered  to  individuals,  they 
are  much  the  fame  as  the  Old  Teftament 
Church  enjoyed  in  kind,  though  greatly  fupe* 
xior  to  them  in  degree.  If  we  take  a  compa- 
rative view  of  them,  we  will  find  a  ftriking  re- 
femblance,  Did  the  gofpel  oeconomy  contain 
41  promife  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  ?  fo  alfb  did  that 
of  the  Old  Teftament.  Did  Jefus  Chrift  au- 
i^hoviw  hU   fcrvants  to  proclaim  pardon,  and 
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complete  acceptance  through  his  righteoufnefs? 
ib  aifo  were  the  propliets  of  the  Old  Tcfta- 
nient  Church.  Did  the  Son  of  God  offer  the 
privilege  of  {bnfliip  tO  the  members  of  the 
New  Teftament  Church?  Old  Tcftament  faints 
were  alfo  admitted  into  tlie  family  of  God. 
Did  the  Head  of  the  Church  offer  fan<ftification 
to  all  his  members,  in  gofpel  time  I  fo  did  he 
alfo  under  the  firft  teftament.  If  Clirift  affurcs 
the  children  of  his  family  of  keeping  grace, 
under  the  New  Teftament  t  he  alfo  kept  them, 
as  in  a  fortified  city,  under  the  Old  Teftament. 
Does  he  afliire  them  of  fupport  under  trials  af- 
ter his  afcenfion  ?  he  likeways  upheld  them,  by 
the  right  hand  of  his  righteoufiiefi,  prior  unto 
that  event.  .Does  he  bring  life  and  immorta- 
lity to  light  by  the  gofpel,  afturing  his  follow- 
ers of  the  eternal  inheritance  ?  he  likeways 
perfuaded  the  Old  Teftament  faints,  that   he 

PREPARED      FOR      THEM    A     CITY, A     CITY, 

W^HOSE    BUILDER    AND    MAKER    IS    GoD- 

The  duties  enjoined  on  individuals  are,  an  ob- 

iervancc 

nianded. 


iervancc  of  all  things  whatfoevcr  he  hath  cam-^ 


3.  There  was  a  notable  change  in  the 
creed  which  the  Apoftles  propofed  to  the  mcra-» 
bers  of  the  Gofpel  Church,  from  that  which 
vras  received  in  the  Old  Teftament  Church* 
The  centre  of  the  Old  Tcftament  faith  was,^ 
^'The  Messiah  to  come:"  The  centre  of 
th?  N^v^  Tcftament  faith,  ^'  The  Messiah 
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ALREADY  COME.  The  Old  Teftamcnt  Cliurch 
Avas  called  to  believe  all  tliofe  prophefies  which 
foretold  the  death,  refurre<5tion,  and  afceniiou 
of  Clirifl: ;  The  New  Teftament  Church,  to  be- 
lieve the  full  accompliflmient  of  thefe  proinifcs 
in  the  Son  of  God.  The  Old  Teftament  Church 
was  bound  to  believe,  that  God  would  acconi- 
plifh  both  the  condition  and  the  promifcs  of  the 
New  Covenant  m  his  time :  The  New  Teftament 
Church,  that  the  condition  of  it  is  already  ac- 
conipliflicd,  in  the  righteoufaefs  and  death  of 
J^fus  of  Nazareth  ;  that  he  hath  accompliftied 
fuch  promifes  as  refpe^fted  Chrift  peiTonal,  and 
will  accomplilh  thofe  which  refpcA  Chrift  myfti- 
cal  in  his  own  feafon, 

4.  There  is  alfo  a  notable  change  as  to 
the  worftiip  and  ordinances  which  are  celebra* 
ted  in  the   Gofpel    Church,    from   what    were 

obfevved  under  the  Old  Teftament. The 

place  of  folemn  worfliip  is  no  longer  one,  as 
under  the  Old  Teftamenrt  Said  God,  by  Mo- 
fes,  "  But  UNTO  THE  PLACE  which  the  LoFd 
your  God  lliall  choofe,  ouf  of  all  your  tribes, 
to  put  his  name  there  ;  even  unto  his  habita- 
tion fliall  ve  fcek,  and  thither  tliou  flialt  come.'* 
Accordingly,  God  pitched  fii'ft  upon  Shilol), 
and  then  upon  Jerufalem.  But,  under  the  bet- 
ter oeconomy,  no  one  place  is  more  holy  than 
another  :  ''  Believe  me  (laid  Chrift)  the  hour 
comcth,  when  ye  fliall  neither  in  this  mountain, 

HOT  yet  at  Jerufalem,  worfhip  the  Father." 
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The  PERSONS  authorifed  to  adminiftcr  gofpcl 
ordinances  are  no  longer  taken  from  one  tribe 
or  family.  The  tribe  of  Levi  and  fannly  of 
Aaron  were  the  fole  niinifters  of  the  faud:uary, 
after  the  giving  of  the  Law  ;  but  Jefus  chofe 
his  Apoftles  from  any  tribe  he  pleafed ;  and 
gave  infallible  direAion  for  ordaining  Gentiles 
themfelvcs  unto  the  (acred  fun(5lion  of  the  mi- 
niftry.  With  refpeiEt  to  the  Priefthood,  in  the 
ftriA  ienfe  of  the  word,  we  have  no  other,  un- 
der the  better  oeconomy,  than  Jefiis  Chrift,  the 
High-prieft  of  our  profcflion  :  As  to  the  meta- 
phorical priefthood,  this  honour  have  all  his 
faints,  being  made  kings  and  priefts  unto  God, 

and  his  Father. 'The  Law  itfelf,  even  tlie 

ceremonial  law,  is  like  ways  aboliQied.  Tliis 
follows  of  courfe  upon  the  change  of  the  pi'icft- 
IickkI,  according  to  the  apoftolic  reafoning  on 
this  fiibjct^ :  "  For  the  priefthood  being  chan- 
ged, there  is  made  of  neceffity  alfo  a  change 
of  tlie  l^w.'*  The  law  intended  muft.be  the 
law  of  commandments,  contained  in  ordinances. 
This  he  did  for  incoi-porating  the  Gentiles,  a- 
long  with  the  Jews,  into  the  Abrahamic  cove- 
nant. *'  Having  aboliflied,  in  his  flcfh,  the  en- 
mity, even  the  law  of  commandments  contain- 
ed in  ordmances,  for  to  make  in  himfelf  of 
twam  one  new  man  ;  Co  making  peace  :  And 
that  lie  'fiiight  reconcile  both  unto  God,  in  one 
body,  by  the  crofs,  having  flaiu  the  enmity 
thereby.*  Tliis  law  was  a  fliadow  of  good 
things  to  come  j  and,  when  thefc  good  things 
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themfclvcs  were  actually  come,  the  fliadow  of^ 
them  became  unnecelFary.  This  law  compre-* 
hended  facrifices^  with  all  their  appendages  i 
Now,  it  was  foretold  of  the  Meffiah,  that  he 
iliould  make  the  (acrifice  and  the  oblation  to 
ceafe,  at  the  fame  time  when  he  finiflied  tranf* 
gi-eflion  and  made  an  end  of  fin,  and  brought 
in  an  everlafting  righteoufh^^fs.  Nor  is  there  any 
one  thing  in  wliich  the  ApofUes  are  more  explicit, 
than  in  refcinding  the  Jewifh  holy-days  (all  ex- 
cept one  whole  day  in  fe  ven,  which  they,  by  their 
praiS:ic^,  determined  to  be  the  firft  day  of  the 
week) :  ^'  But  now,  after  that  ye  have  known  God, 
or  rather  are  known  of  God,  How  turn  ye  again 
to  the  weak  and  beggarly  elements,  whcreunto 
ye  defire  again  to  be  in  bondage  ?  Ye  obfervc 
days,  and  nru>nths,  and  times,  and  years/'  To 
another  church,  faid  the  fame  Apoftle,  "  Let 
no  man,  therefore,  judge  you  in  meat  or  in 
drink,  or  in  refped:  of  an  holy-day,  or  of  the 
new-moon,  or  of  the  Sabbaths,  which  are  a 
fhado  w  of  good  things  to  come ;  but  the  body  is  of 
Chrift." The  facraments,  by  which  the  Cove- 
nant was  ratified  in  the  Old  Teftament  Churchy 
are  alfo  changed  under  the  Gofpel  oeconomy* 
Circumcilion  was  continued  in  the  Old  Tefta- 
ment Church,  as  it  was  a  bloody  ordinance,  and 
be(pake  the  neceffity  of  fliedding  the  blood  of 
Chrift,  unto  the  re  million  of  lln  :  But  that 
wliich  rendered  it  fit  for  that  di(penfation  rcn^ 
dercd  it  unfit  for  this  :  The  fountain  of  Chrift's 
blood  being  now  opened.     As  circumcifion  is 

now 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DISSERTATION     XV.  521 

now  null  iii  fa^  fo  alio  of  right ;  for,  as  the 
Synod  of  Jerufaknt  determined,  Gentiles  are 
exempted  from  the  obfervation  of  it :  And, 
by  the  tune  Paul  wrote  to  the  Hebrews,  Jews 
were  exempted  likeways*  The  legal  teachers 
of  that  age  made  the  obfervance  of  circumci- 
fion  a  part  of  tlieir  juftifying  rightebufnefs :  But, 
iaid  the  Apoftle,  **  Behold,  I  Paul  fay  unto  you. 
That,  if  ye  be  circumcifed,  Chrift  fliall  profit 
you  nothing :  For  I  teftify  again  unto  every 
man  that  is  circumcifed,  that  he  is  a  debtor  to 
do  the  whole  Law."  But  it  is  inconfiftent  with 
the.goodnefs  of  God,  and  the  paftoral  care  of 
oiu-  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  tp  imagine  that  he  re- 
jnoved  a  privilege  from,  the  Church,  without 
fubftituting  an  equivalent  in  the  place  of  it :  . 
*But  there  is  no  room  for  fuch  an  impeachment, 
as  baptifm  takes  the  fame  place,  under  die 
Golpel  oeconomy,  which  circu;ncifion  held  in 
the  Old  Teftament  Church.  Hence,  the  pro- 
iTiife  fealed  by  circiimcilion  is  now  fealed  by 
baptifm :  Said  Peter,  "  Be  baptized  every  one 
of  you,  in  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
for  the  promife  is  unto  you,  and  unto  your  cliil- 
dren***  Now,  tliis  is  exaAly  correfpondent  un- 
to God's  declaration  refpeAing  circumcilion  : 
"  Thou  (halt  keep  my  covenant  THERE- 
FORE, thou  and  thy  feed  after  thee,  in  their 
generations :  This  is  my  covenant,  which  ye 
fliall  keep,  between  me  and  you,  and  thy  feed 
after  thee,  Every  man-child  among  you  fliall 

be  circumcifed." As  to  the  facramcnt  of 
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the  Lord's  Supper,  the  Apoftle  declares,  tliat 
It  takes  the  place  of  the  paffovcr,  i^  the  Gofpcl 
Church,  in  like  maimer :  '^  For  ^ven  Chrift, 
our  paflbver,  is  facrificed  for  us  j  therefore  let 
tis  keep  the  feaft  '/^  namely,  the  Gofpel  feaft. 
Thefe  Old  Teftanicnt  ordinances  were  abolUh- 
cd,  of  right,  at  the  refurre<ftion  of  Chrift  ;  but, 
as  it  took  fomc  time  to  wean  his  ancient  peo- 
]>le  from  thofe  things  which  once  bore  the 
Itamp  of  his  inftitution,.  he  exerciled  his  fove- 
reignty,  in  putting  them  off  by  degrees,  untif 
the  deftruiftion   of  Jerufalem ;  by  which  they 

were  alfb  abolifhed  in  fa  A. The  lawgiver, 

iis  well  as  the  fceptre^  are  alfo  now  removed 
from  Jndah.  The  fceptre  departed  from  the 
tribe  of  Judah  and  houfc  of  David,  in  the  Ba- 
bylonifli  captivity  ;  and  the  lawgiver,  or  San- 
hedrim, in  the  deftru*3:ion  of  Jerufalem ;  And 
With  the  latter,  the  inftrument  of  government 
in  the  theocratical  ftate,  even  tli€  judicial  law, 
as  far  as  it  was  peculiar  to  the  Jewifti  nation r 

5.  There  was,  in  confequcnce  of  thefc 
things,  a  moft  favourable  change  as  to  the  in- 
ternal ftate  of  the  Church,  which  like  ways  com-' 
menced  at  the  refurre<5lion  of  Chrift.  The 
New  Teftamcnt  Church  excels  the  Old*  in  rc- 
Ipect  of  the  gracious  communications  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft ;  Such  as,  light  inward  and  fiib- 
j'eiftive,  correfponding  to  thofe  fuperior  mca- 
ftu'es  of  external  revelation  which  are  be^ 
ftowcd   upon   licr    in   the    books   of  the  Nevr 
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Teftamcnt:  *^  Wc  aD,  with  open  face,  (with- 
out the  apparatus  of  typic^  glafles,  or  miiiia- 
ture  drawings)  behold  the  glory  of  the  Lord, 
that  we  may  be  changed  into  the  fame  image 
fronrx  glory  to  glory,  as  by  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord.'' —The  Gofpel  Church  is  like  ways  en- 
dued with  fuperior  meafures  of  life  and  vigour. 
The  Old  Teftament  is  llyled  the  miniftration 
of  death  ;  but  this  oeconomy  is  eminently  the 
DISPENSATION  OF  THE  SPIRIT  I  and  the 
Spirit  giveth  life.  We  are  not  to  imagine, 
that  the  former  difpenfation  is  denominated 
the  miniftration  of  death,  as  if  all  had  been 
doomed  to  death  who  died  under  it ;  for  it 
was  the  means  of  bringing  many  unto  the  full 
enjoyment  of  eternal  life.  Neither  is  it  fo  call- 
ed, as  if  it  had  denounced  nothing  but  death ; 
for  it  prcfented  life  as  well  as  death, — the 
BLESSING  as  well  as  the  curse,  unto  thofe 
who  enjoyed  the  inftitutions  of  it. — But  it  bears 
the  dcfignation  of  the  ministration  of 
DEATH,  as  death  was  threatened  in  that  part 
of  it  which  exhibited  the  Covenant  of  Works, 
in  its  penalty  and  curfe :  The  Covenant  of 
Works  (which,  for  Gofpel  ends,  was  exhibited 
in  that  dilpenfation)  being  greatly  predomi- 
nant in  it.  It  bore  this  name  alfo,  as  there 
were  but  fparing  communications  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  as  a  fpirit  of  life  in  that  difpenfation* 
This  was  one  caufe  of  much  deadnefs  and  lan- 
i^ouT  among  the  worrtiippers.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  power  of  Chrift's  reflirrcc^on  is  more 
U  u  u  2  abundantlv 
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abundantly  felt  fincc  he  rofe  from  the  dead : 
He  has  verified  his  promifc,   "  Becaufe  I  live, 

ye  (hall  live  alfo.'' The  liberty  of  the  Gof- 

pel  Church  is  alfo  greatly  enlarged  beyond  that 
of  the  former  oeconomy*  Fear  and  bondage 
abounded  under  it ;  but  liberty  and  confidence 
in  this.  Though  there  was  a  promife  of  pay- 
ment of  their,  debt,  by  tlic  fiiretyj  yet,  as  it 
was  not  actually  made,  fo  there'  was  an  intima- 
tion of  the  dett-bond  in  the  Law,  which  could 
not  but  ftrikc  the  confcience  with  terror :  But 
now  the  bond  is  taken  up,  and  aiftually  cancel- 
led by  the  death  of  Chrift,  Inftead  of  thun- 
ders from  Sinai,  we  have  an  invitation  from 
Zion,  to  draw  near,  with  true  hearts,  in  the 
fiill  aflurance  of  faith.  There  is  an  internal 
liberty  of  foul,  correfponding  to  the  external 
liberty  from  the  ceremonial  law,  which  con- 
iifts  in  more  clear  and  diftinA  views  of  the  re- 
generating and  jufHfying  grace  of  God,  reveal- 
ed in  the  promifes  of  the  New  Covenant.  We 
find,  indeed,  many  exalted  inftances  of  free- 
dom in  accefi,  under  the  former  oeconomy,  on 
ipecial  occafions ;  but,  for  the  greater  part, 
they  were  fhut  up  in  bondage,  compared  with 
the  more  glorious  liberty  of  the  children,  of 

God. The  Gofpel  Church  is  alfo  Favoured 

with  more  exalted  meafures  of  holinefs  and 
fan<Stification,  as  he  gives  more  full  and  exad 
views  of  the  ftandard  of  it  in  the  perfon  and 
liw  of  our  Lord  Jc(us  Chrift. 

n,  THJi 
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II.  Th  £  peculiar  Form  of  thefe  divine  grants 
demands  our  attention  in  the  next  place  ;  and 
the  Apoftles,  as  well  as  the  prophets,  give  us 
to  underftand,  that  they  were  given  in  the  form 
of  a  Covenant  :  Said  God,  by  Jeremiah, 
"  Behold,  the  days  come,  faith  the  Lord,  that 
I  will  make  a  new  covenant  with  the  houfe  of 
Ifrael,  and  with  the  houfe  of  Judah:  Not  ac- 
cording to  the  covenant  that  I  made  with  their 
fathers,  in  the  day  that  I  took  them  by  the 
hand  to  Iwdng  them  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt ; 
which  covenant  of  mine  they  broke,  although 
I  was  an  huiband  unto  them,  faith  the  Lord : 
But  this  fhall  be  the  covenant  that  I  will  make 
with  the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  after  thofe  days,  faith 
the  Lord,  1  will  put  my  law  in  their  inward 
parts,  and  write  it  in  their  hearts  ;  and  will  be 
their  God,  and  they  fliall  be  my  people.  And 
they  (hall  teach  no  more  every  man  his  neigh- 
bour, and  every  man  his  brother,  faying^  Know 
the  Lord  :  for  they  fliall  all  know  me  from  the 
leaft  of  them  unto  the  gceateft  of  them,  faith 
the  Lord ;  for  I  will  forgive  their  iniquity,  and 
I  will  remember  their  fins  no  more*."  And, 
left  we  (hould  have  miftaken  the  meaning  of 
thb  oracle,  the  inipired  Apoftle  exprefsly  ap- 
plies it  unto  the  Golpel  oeconomy :  "  Far,  if 
the  fii-ft  covenant  had  been  faultlefs,  thenfhould 
no  place  have  been  fought  for  the  fecond  :  For, 
^ding  fault  with  them,  he  faith,  BchoFd,  tho 

^  Jer.  xxxi.  31 — 3^. 
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days  come  (faith  the  Lord)  when  I  will  make 
a  new  corenant  with  the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  and 
with  the  houfe  of  Judah :  Not  according  to 
the  covenant  that  I  made  with  their  fathers, 
in  the  day  tliat  I  took  them  by  the  hand  to 
lead  them  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt ;  becaufe 
ihey  contmued  not  in  my  covenant,  and  I  re- 
garded them  not,  faith  the  Lord  :  For  this  is 
the  covenant  that  I  will  make  with  the  houfe 
of  Ifracl  after  thofe  days,  faith  the  Lord,  I  will 
put  my  laws  into  their  mind^,  and  write  them 
in  their  hearts :  And  I  will  be  to  them  a  God, 
and  they  (hall  be  to  me  a  people.  And  they 
(hall  not  teach  every  man  his  neighbour,  and 
every  man  his  brother,  faying,  Know  ye  die 
Lord  ;  for  all  fliall  know  rac  from  the  leaft  to 
the  greateft:  For  I  will  be  merciful  to  their 
qnrighteoufnefTes,  and  their  fins  and  their  ini- 
quities will  I  remember  no  more.  In  that  he 
faith  a  new  covenant,  he  hath  made  the  firft 
old*.*'  I  (liall  not,  at  this  time,  attempt  a 
vindication  of  the  ApolUe's  manner  of  quota- 
tion; this  province  has  been  already  occupied 
by  others.  I  (liall  enquire,  by  tlie  >vay,  how- 
ever, In  what  refpe<5ls  this  covenant  is  not  ac- 
coRDiNQ  to  the  Sinai  Covenant.  To  me  it  ap- 
pcarsj  That  this  new  covenant  was  not  accor  d- 
ING  to  that  tranfa<93on  in  rcfped  of  t  er  ror> 
iind  in  refpecl  of  types.  It  ought  never  to 
be  forgotten,  that  the  Apoftle  is  rca(bning  a- 


•  H^b.vill.  7— T3. 
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orainflr  the  ufe  of  Jewifli  rites;  and  he  avers^ 
that  this  new  covenant  is  not  accohding  to 
the  old  covenant,  as  the  old  covenant  bad  or- 
dinances OF  DIVINE  service;  and  a 
WORLDLY  SANCTUARY,  with  an  immcnfc 
quantity  of  fplendid  utenfils  belonging  to  it. 
But  tbefe,  having  waxed  old,  are  now  evanifli-* 
ed.  It  is  not  the  Okl  'J'eftament,  then,  in  re- 
fped  of  its  internal  and  eflential  privileges; 
but  in  refi>eA  of  thefe  ordinances  which  arc 
fuperfeded  under  the  New  Teftament^ 

But  our  attention  muft  be  chiefly  du-eAedl 
wnto  the  jieculiar  form  of  thofe  divine  grants 
which  are  made  by  God  unto  the  Golpel 
Church :  And  he  gave  them  in  the  form  of  a 
COVENANT.  A  foedcral  adminiftration  has,  in 
fovcreign  wifdom,  been  deemed  (uitable  to  tJie 
glory  of  God,  and  the  good  of  his  people  in 
eveiy  age.  I  have  already  <^red  various  re- 
marks on  the  term,  in  the  introduAion^  It  is 
of  fmall  importance  whether  we  render  it  t  e  s^ 
TAMENT  or  COVENANT,  tliough  the  latter 
appears  to  be  the  beft  tranflation  in  ihis  con- 
nection :  All  Cod's  dealings  with  men  being 
by  way  of  covenant ;  and  his  dealings  with  fin- 
fvX  men  being  in  the  way  of  gracious  covenant^ 
proceeding  on  the  foot  of  the  eternal  contra  A 
between  the  Father  and  the  Son.  This  gra- 
cious dealing  with  finfiil  men  is  often  ftyled  his 
MAKING,  or  CUTTING  A  COVENANT;  deno- 
ting fuch  a  covenant  as  is  competent  for  a  God 
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of  grace  to  make  with  fuch  perlbns  as  are  fin- 
ners  by  nature,  and  faved  by  grace  through 
our  Lord  Jcfiis  Chrift.  In  all  fuederal  tranfac* 
tions  between  God  and  his  people,  fince  the  fall, 
there  is  firft  a  divine  grant,  on  the  part  of  God; 
and  then  a  ready  acceptance  of  that  grant^ 
followed,  with  a  dutiful  reftipulation,  on  the 
part  of  his  people ;  wh^ch  are  either  exprelfed 
or  ncceflarily  implied.  The  duties  reftipulated 
are  by  ho  means  the  antecedent  condition  of 
thofe  grants  which  God  confers  on  his  Church ; 
but  the  confequences  of  them.  Thefe  grants 
were  fometime^  beftowed  at  the  time  vvhcii 
God  took  his  people  into  covenant  with  him- 
felf :  At  other  times,  they  were  rcgiftercd,  that 
they  might  be  of  ule  in  fucceeding  periods; 
thi&  grant  is  of  the  latter  kind.  As  God  in- 
tended to  complete  the  canon  of  the  New 
Teftament  very  fbon  after  the  introduAion  of 
the  Gofpel  oeconomy ;  (b  he  beftowed  fuch  pri- 
vileges upon  the  New  Teftament  Church,  by 
this  covenant,  as  (hould  be  adapted  to  hprnc- 
ceffities  in  every  age.  The  form  of  them  is 
alfo  regiftered,  as  a  ftanding  warrant  for  our 
approaching  unto  God  by  covenanting,  in  the 
moft  folcmn  forms.  It  had  been  prefumption, 
in  the  higheft  degree,  for  men  to  propofe  the 
making  of  a  covenant  with  God,  had  not  he 
firft  propofed  to  make  a  covenant  with  us. 
But  this  divine  propofal,  bearing  this  gracious 
form,  affords  foundation  for  faith,  andlays  us 
under   indilpcnfible   ties   of  gratitude  to  put 
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liaitij  to  thk  duty.  Is  any  perfon  difpofed  to 
enter  into  covenaxlt  with  God  ?  Herie  is  a  di- 
Vinc  propofal  ready  tb  be  accepted;  Is  thfere 
any  ibcicty^  in  their  ecclefiaftic  capacity^  di(i>o-i 
fed  to  covenant  ^vith  the  living  God  ?  Hfe,re  is 
a  divine  propofal  ^eady  to  be  accepted  by  them, 
in  like  manner  jT-^a  propofal  adapted  to  their 
Ibcial  capacity,  be  they  many  or  few.  This 
covenant  not  only  addreflcth  individuals^  but 
alfo  a  PEDPt-E  :  "  I  will  be  unto  them  a  God^ 
and  they  (liall  bd  unto  me  a  people/'  Such  is 
the  peculiar  genius  of  the  New  Teftament  oe- 
conomy  !  May  we  not  cpnclude,  that  it  is  igno-^ 
rancc  df  thfe  Gofpel  oeconomy,  or  inattention, 
to  it,  which  makes  perfons  imagine  it  incon- 
gruous with  public  covenanting  ? 

THIRDLY^  i  fhail  next  enquire  if  the  pri- 
diAions  of  the  Old  Teftament  Prophets,  con- 
cerning the  New  Teftament  Church,  lay  a 
foundation  for  the  exerdfe  of  faith  in  this  du- 
ty. Could  it  be  proved,  that  thefe  prophets 
foretold  this  pradice,  then  we  may  conclude 
not  only  the  lawfulnefs,  but  alfo  the  certainty 
of  its  performance.  That  the  argument  from 
this  topic  may  conclude  with  force,  it  is  requi- 
fite  to  ftiew,  that  the  prophecies  adduced  refer 
unto  the  New  Teftament  ;  and  could  not  be 

accompli/hed  under  the  firft  Teftament. 

That  they  intend  focial  coveiianting,  and  can- 
hot  be  explained  of  any  other  duty  whatever. 
*  Xxx  The 
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The  firfl:  inftance  produced,  at  this  t'tine,  is  ttett 
remarkable  prediiaion  of  Ifaiah  :  **  In  that  day 
fhall  five  cities  in  the  land  of  Egypt  Ipeak  the 
language  of  Canaan,  and  fwcar  to  the  Lord 
of  hofts.  And  the  iLord  fhalT  be  knowu  to  E- 
•  SyP^>  ^^d  ^^^^  Egyptians  fliall  know  the  Lord 
in  that  day,  and  fliall  do  facrifice  and  oblation  t 
Yea,  they  fliall  vow  a  vow  unto  the  Lord,  and 
perform  it*/'  The  Holy  Ghoft:  puts  Various 
diftinguifliing  charaders  ujKvn  the  ieafbn  of  the 
accomplifliment  of  this  prediAlon,  by  which  it 
iiiay  be  fully  known  j  — -charad:ers  fufficiently 
marking  the  Gofpel  oecohomy:  In  that  dat^ 
that  important  day,  when  the  Lord  fliall  be  known 
to  Egypt,  and  die  Egyptians  fliall  know  the 
Lord :  This  can  be  no  other  thafit  the  day  of 
Gofpel  light.  Though  Egypt  was  the  firft  of 
the  nations  who  cultivated  the  fciences,  and, 
on  this  account,  might  be  ftyled  an  inlighten- 
cd  nation  j  yet  flie  was*  as  ftupid  as  the  blind- 
efl:,  and  came  behind  the  gteatefl:  Barbarian, 
tvith  refpeA  to  a  Deity.  Tlie  Lord  was  not 
knoMTi  unto  Egypt  until  the  miniflry  of  the  A- 
poftles  ftrfetched  out  the  line  of  revelation  on 
All  the  earth,  and  carried  the  word  of  life 
unto  the  world's  ertd.-—— This  predi<fHon  refers 
alfo  unto  a  thne  when  Egypt  is  delivered  from 
the  curfc,  and  interdled  in  the  blefTing  along 
with  Ifrael ;— When  Ifraelj  according  to  the 

*  ir.  xix.  iS^  &u<i  31. 
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Hcfhy  13  09  longer  God's  peculiar  people,  to  the 
cxcluiion  of  others ;  but  God  himlelf  pronouiv- 
ceth  them  blessed,  frying,  ^^  Blessed  b^ 
Egypt  MY  PEOPLE,  and  Aflyria  the  work  of 
my  hands/'  as  well  as  "  Krael  mine  inheri- 
tance.'' God  never  affbrdiwl  fuch  a  favour  un- 
to any  people  hut  I&ael,  under  the  ancient  oe- 
<onomy.  The  privilege  of  being  God's  peo- 
ple does  not  only  iuiport,  that  there  xnight  be 
fomc  profelytes  taken  from  that  nation,  or 
fome  ftr angers  fojouming  among  them  belong- 
ing to  that  de(cription ;  but  it.  imports,  that, 
as  a  peo{^e,  oi*  in  their  focial  capacity,  he 
/hould  own  his  relation  to  them  ;  and  they 
(hould  avow  their  relation  to  him.  As  to' 
the  Gofpel  oeconomy,  God  himlelf  dedaresthc 
fign  of  its  introduiaion  is,  "  I  will  call  th^m 
MY  PEOPLE  which  were  not  my  people  J  and 
her  BELOVED  who  was  not  beloved.  And  it 
fha:ll  come  to  pals,  that  in  the  place  where  it 
was  faid  unto  them,  Ye  are  not  my  people ; 
there  thall  they  be  called  the  children  of  the 

Hving  God/' lu  the  next  place,  The  fub- 

ftance  of  this  promife  caimot  be  exliaufted  by 
any  other  duty  than  folenm  covenanting-  The 
terms  are  too  explicite,  and  the  defcription  too 
^aphical,  to  admit  of  any  other  application 
whatfoever.  The  firft  defcription  of  this  du- 
ty is  e3q>refled  to  the  following  purpofe  ;  "  And 
fliall   SWEAK  to  the  Lord  of  hofts*."     They 

•If.  xix.  iS. 
Xxx   2  fliall 
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fhall  not  only  fwear  by  the  Lorcl  of  hofts,  as'm 
civil  matters;  but  to  him,  as  the  grand  pain- 
ty unto  whom  they  furrcnder  themfelves  in  thb 
iblemn  a^fk.  The  phrafe  is  remarkable,  and 
feems  to  be  peculiarly  ufed  by  inlpired  writers, 
for  marking  the  party  unto  whom  perfons  en- 
gaged when  they  ratified  covenants  with  an 
oath  *.  The  next  defcription  of  the  duty  in-' 
tended  in  this  promife  is,  ^.'  They  fhall  vow  sl 
vow  unto  the  Lord  and  perform  it.'*  Ceremo- 
nial vows  were  never  the  vow  of  a  people  }  but 
an  individual  vowed  to  dedicate  part  of  his  fub- 
ilance  unto  the  Lord ;  This  is  a  focial  vow, — : 

th^ 

•  Soin^explftin  ^h!^  oracle  of  s^EAiLiMG  by  God,  an^ 
imdcrftaud  it  as  pu^  for  the  whole  pf  divine  worfhip  ; 
but  with  no  degree  of  probability.  The  original  phrafe 
is  TVaVb.  Now,  we  will  find  the  particle  7  'conftantly 
marking  t^ie  perfon  fvyom  unto,  a?  in  Gen.ow.  23.  an? 
:pcv.  33.  While  tl\e  perfon  invoked,  in  fwe?iring,  is  al- 
ways marked  with  the  prefix  n.  Nor  can  any  inftancc 
be  given,  in  which  he  is  marked  with  ^.  BnxtorfF.  The- 
faur*  Gram,  obfcrv^s,  that  it  ooverhs  either  the 
ftEpiTivE  on  Dative.  The  latter  moft  frequently, 
the  former  very  rarely  ;  and  it  is  the  Dative  ftriiflly  t^- 
ken,  not  as  ufed  for  the  Aocufative  or  Ablative.  See 
Wafmuth.  Gram.  Heb.  p.  63.  edit.  Lipfiae  Henrico  Q- 
piTip,  A.D.  014.  1  find,  indeed,  that  fom^ .objccft  Zepl^. 
i.  f .  as  8^l  inilance  iii  which  V  marks  die  objedl  of  wor* 
ihip :  But  Druftus,  in  Loc.  juftly  obferves,  that  this  ob- 
jciflion  originates  in  mifkraiiflation  :  *'  Omnes  quos  qni-. 
demvidcr'im,  interpretes  hie  legun^,  Qui  jurant  pe» 
Do M I N  u M  :  meo  judicio  non  re^e .  h{aip  jnrare  per  Do- 
minum  mms.  Hie  autem  legitur  in  Ebr«o  mn^^,  qwo4 
nos  primi  vertimus  DOMINO,  [urare  Domino  quid  fit 
^if^os  ex  ^^  Par!  xv.  14.  Eft  autem  Jurejarando  interpo- 
fito  nowen  darj  pi^t^tij  ct  quafi  Deo  fc  addicere  et  con* 
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(he  yo^  of  a  people,  *^  They  fliall,"  &c.  Ancl 
focial  vowing  is  the  very  thmg  for  whicli  we 
plead,  even  fuch  a  vow  as  is  ratified  with  an 
oath.  Some  affeft  to  deny  that  evci-  vows  were, 
or  fhould  be  confirmed  by  an  oath  ;  bnt,  to  me^ 
it  is  plain,  that  the  fwearmg  mentioned  in  a 
foregoing*  verfc  is  for  confirming  the  fpecies  of 
the  vow  under  confideration.  The  Holy  Ghoft 
aUb  points  us  untb  another  vow,  to  be  after- 
wards confidcred,  which  was  ratified  with  an 
path.  The  antitypical  David, not  only  vowed, 
\>\it  likewayii   swake  unto  the  mighty  God  of 

Jacob, 

fecrarc,"  In  fupport  of  this  obfervation,  wc  may  add  the 
followiug  examples,  G^n.' ^xi,  23.  ch,  xxji,  16.  ch,  xxiy. 
3.  If.  ixv.  23.  ch.  Ixii.  8.  ch.  Jxv.  16.  Vid,  NOLDII, 
Concor.  No.  708.  TYMPIUS  adds  the  following  obieir 
vation^  in  a  note  on  If.  bcii.  8.  "  Juravit  jehova  per, 
dextram  Aiam,  ec  per  brachium  roboris  fui.'*  jnravlt 
(juranientum)  in  dextra  fiiam  (cqnvcrfns);  in  ciijus  vir-j 
tutc  id  exiecutionis  ratione  fundatum,  quse  prxitare  fan* 
citum  poifit.  Quo  fenfu  etiain  condnidlum  uonien  fumi- 
^ur  £xod.  xxii.  10.  &c.  Objcdlum  itaque  jurainenti  con- 
ilituit,  quoties  La^ini  preepos :  PER  ei  prasinittiuit.*' 
And,  although  Noldius  follows  fome  of  the  ordinary 
ti-anHations  in  their  miilake^  in  his  Concordance,  yet  he 
diilinguilheth  between  3  and  b  in  his  Anuot.  '*  Aliud 
•  a^item  eft  Jurare  mrpV,  I£  xix.  18.  Zeph.  i.  5.  Pft  cxxxii. 
2.  1  Par.  XV.  13.  Nam  qui  jurat  per  Jehovam  Deum 
tefteisi  invocat ;  fed  qui  jurat  Jehovae  ciiltum  ftipulatur. 
Vid.  Dirulii.  Qbf.  Lib.  IX.  cap.  x.  Qiiod  Latine  jurare 
Domintun  aiit  per  Domii^um  id  Hebraice  dicitur  Badot 
»Ai  eum  BEfH  :  ex  quo  illud  Apoc.  x.  6.  i.  c^  Juravit 
per  eiun  qui  vivit  in  fecula  feculum.  Interduni  autem 
reperitur  Ladonai  cum  V,  ibd  alia  fenfu:  turn  cnim  valet 
JURARE  Domino  ;.ut  quantum  inter  eum  cui  juramus,  c* 
f  W  1^^  <|nera  juramus  intercity  taiitum  inter  hxc  duo 
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Jacob.  Hence,  we  may  conclude,  that  to  deny, 
That  a  vow  can  be  confirmed  with  an  oath  is 
nugatory  and  vain.  In  thcfc  two  inftanccs,  the 
vow  is  the  thing  ratified,  and  the  oath  the  ib- 
lemnity  with  which  it  is  confirmed.  SwejIR- 
iNG  unto  the  Lord  of  hofts,  then,  muft  be  ta* 
ken  literally  :  Some  contend,  indeed,  that  it  is 
metaphorical ;  others  that  it  is  ceremonial :  Bat 
what  is  metaphorical  (\vearing,  pray  ?  Swear- 
ing muft  be  fweaiing  -vyithont  a  figure,  after 
all  that  can  be  faic]  about  it«  If  ceremomal, 
like  other  ceremonies,  it  muft  have  aiubftance; 
for  a  (hadow  without  a  fubftance,— a  type  with- 
out  an  antitype,  is  a  folecifm  in  the  grofleft  de- 
gree. The  fulfilment  of  this  predit^ou  fhaH 
be  confidered  in  Diflfertation  XVII. 

A  N  OT  H  E  E  prediAion  of  the  fame  prophet 
runs  in  the  following  term* :  '^  I  have  (worn 
by  myfelf,  the  word  is  gone  out  of  my  mouth 

intereilc  vidctur-  Si  fas  eflet  !n  re  tam  levi  auderem^ 
'  viviT  DoMiNUS  difFerentiam  hanc  pcrpctuain  eile;  in- 
fciteqne  intcrpr^tes  cam  confandcre.  Sop.  i.  j^  cum  vcr- 
tunt.  Qui  jurant  per  Doniiiiuin  ;  quod  fcriptnm  in  He«. 
brico  Ladonai,  i.e.  Pomino  iit  in  Pf.  cxxxii  2.  Qaa:  ju- 
ravit  Domino  \ovit  forti  Jacob  :  et  If.  xix.  18.  In  die 
illo,  &c.  Quid  auteni  iit  jnrare  Domino  dilces  ex  a  i'ar. 
XV.  14.  Porro  in  verbis  Soph,  haec  fententia  contwietur, 
Qui  jurati  funt  Domino^  h.  c.  qui  fanc^e  ac  qaafi  Deo 
telle  poiHcite  fiint  fe  in  fide  pietatc,,  foederc  manfuros 
ciim  Doiuino^  viol  ant  quod  poliiciti -funt  jdr-awdo  pe* 
REGEM  suuM.  Sive,  ut  alii  raalunt,  ter  Deum  suum 
MotocH.  Sec  CiaO:  Gram.  Sue.  Ub.  IV.  Trad.  i.  Obf. 
5.  p.  679. 
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in  right eoufiiefs,  and  (hall  not  return,  That 
tinto  me  every  knee  fliall  bow,  every  tongue 
fhall  fwear.  Surely  fhall  one  fay,  In  the  Lord 
have  I  righteoufnefs  and  ftrength  :  even  to  hiin 
ihall  men  come,  and  aH  that  are  incenfcd  a-' 
gainft  him  fliall  be  afliamed/' 

The  whole  paragraph  is  evidentty  addretfcd 
to  the  Gofpel  Church  ;  Gentile  (imiers  are  evi- 
dently intended  by  THE  r.NDS  OF  THE  EARTH  J 
for  the  phrafe  is  efpecially  defcriptive  of  them, 
and  peculiar  unto  them.  So  it  is  ufed  by  the 
infpired  writers ;  **  All  the  ends  of  the 
£AKTH  have  feen  the  falvation  of  our  God  */' 
Again,  "  Aflc  of  me,  and  I  will  giye  the  hea-* 
then  for  thine  inheritance  j  and  the  uttermoft 
parts  of  the  earth  for  thy  poflcffion  •}" /^  The 
fame  phrafe  is  ufed  by  Ifaiah  as  well  as  Da- 
vid :  ''  And  he  faid,  It  is  a  light  thing  that 
thou  ftiouldft  be  my  (ervant,  to  raife  up  the 
tribes  of  Jacob,  and  to  reftm'c  the  preferved  of 
Ilrael :  I  will  al(b  give  thee  for  a  light  unto 
the  Gentiles,  that  thou  mayeft  be  my  falvation 
to  the  ends  of  the  earth;};,''  To  add 
no  more.  Said  God,  by  llaiah,  *'  The  Lord  hath 
made  bare  his  holy  arm  in  the  eyes  of  all  tlie  na- 
tions: and  ALL  THE  ENDS  OF   THE  EARTH  fliall 

fee  the  falvation  of  our  God§,*'  And  the  fame 
perfons  are  defigned  every  knee,  and  e- 
VERY    TONGUE,   in  the  text  above  quoted. 


*  Pfal.  xcviii.  3.   f  PfaL  "•  8.   t  I^-  ^li-^.  6.    §  If.  lii.  ro. 

Now^ 
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Now,  it  is  plain,  as  a  fun-bcani,  that  Gentile 
ftnners  are  not  called  to  look  unto  the  Lord  for 
righteoufnefs  prior  unto  the  fuliiefs  of  time* 

Again,  The  fubftance  of  this  promife  can- 
not be  exhauftcd  In  any  other  duty  than  fo- 
lenin  covenanting.  The  expreffion  is  plain  in 
itfelf;  but' hot;  d  few  endeavour  fo  obfcure  it 
as  much  as  may  be.  As  Paul  has  applied  thi^ 
pr^di<ftion  to  the  laft  judgmeilt  *,  they  aver, 
That  it  ought  to  be  confined  unto  it^  This 
Iiypothefis,  however,  is  not  eftablifhed  on  any 
f ure  bafc ;  for  tire  Apoftle  quotes  it  oftencr 
than  once^  arid  applies  it,  once  at  leaft,  to  con* 
FKssioN  of  the  Lordfliip  which  belongs  untof 
Jefus  Chrift^  as  well  as  unto  the  conviction 
,and  submission  of  all  ci'eatures  at  a  judg- 
ment-feat. It  isy  according  to  the  apoftolic 
expofitiori^  a  fwearirlg  to  confefs  that  Jefus 
Chrift  is  Lord,  unto  the  glory  of  God  the  Fa- 
ther. The  celebrated  He  R  v  E  Y  tranftates  the 
whblc  thus :    "  By  myfclf  l\ave   I  fwom :  the 

♦  The  places  in  which  this  text  is  quoted  by  Paxil  are/ 
Rom.  xiv.  II.  and  Philip,  ii,  lo.  ir.  Frcnn  which  places 
compared  it  is  plain,  that  this  prediiftion  is  of  large  fig- 
nification,  and  may  jufUy  be  applied  to  more  eventi^thaft 
one.  It  is>  as  it' the  Prophet  had  faid,  *'  Every  tongue 
ihall  eitlier  coniefs  unto  the  Son  of  God,  and  that  with 
the  folcmnity  of  an  oath.  That  he  is  made  of  God  unto 
them  righteotifnefs  and  ftrength ;  Thit  they  owe  unli- 
mited obedience  unto  him  as  their  higheft  Lord :  Or  they 
ihall  have  fach  a  confelGon  extorted  from  them  againib 
a  judgment-day." 

word 
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Wdrd  of  righteoufnefs  g<5eth  out  of  my  mbiith  ; 
Vhe  word  flrall  not  return.  To  me  every  knee 
fliall  boMT^  and  every  tongue  (hall  fwear,  (ay- 
ing,  Siu^ely  in  the  Lord  have  1  rigliteoufnefs 
and  ftrengtli  :*'  And  then,  after  hehas  vindi- 
cated it  by  juft  criticifm,  he  adds^  '*  This,  then^ 
fhall  be  the  form  of  your  oath, — Such  the  tenor 
of  your  confeflion*."  The  manner  in  which  this 
oracle  is  given  out  is  alfo  a  good  argument  in 
favour  of  e&pUcit  covenanting.  God  riot  on- 
ly promifcth,  but  alfo  ratifieth  his  pfromife  with 
Ids  oath  I  Now^  if  God  fwear  to  us,  Is  it  too 
much  that  we  (hould  fwear  unto  him  ?  Is  not 
his  example  worthy  of  our  imitation  ?  Are  we 
not  bound,  by  every  tic  of  gratitude,  to  make 
flijc  fwcaring  reciprocal?  The  time  in  which 
this  prediction  {hall  receive  its  acconipliftiment 
has  been  varioufly  reprefented.  I  humbly  judge 
it  is  yet  to  come,  at  leaft  in  the  fnlleft  empha- 
ijs  of  it  ;  although  I  readily  gtant  it  lias  al- 
rea<ly  received  a  partial  acconipliftiment.  Bu- 
}engfer  judicioufly  applies  it  tmto  the  time  of 
the  in-bringing  of  the  JoA^s,  with  the  fulnefs 
of  the  Gentile  nations  "j^:  Nor  have  I  feen  an 
application  of  it  fo  natural  gnd  ca{y. 

The  third  predication  I  ftiall  adduce,  is  de- 
livered in  the  following  terms ;  "  I  will  pour 
tiatfer  on  him  who  is   thirfty,  arid  floods  upon 

*  Hervey's  Afpafio  Vindicated^  p.  68,  6^. 
t  BUHENGER  in  Loc. 

^  Yyy  '     the 
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the  dry  ground :  I  will  pour  my  Spirit  on  ttvf 
iced,  and  my  bleffing  on  thine  offspring.— One 
Ihall  fay,  I  am  the  Lord's,  and  another  (hall  call 
himfelf  by  the  name  of  Jacob  y  and  another 
fliall  fiibfcribe  with  his  hand  unto  the  Lord ; 
and  furname  himfelf  by  the  name  of  Ifracl*.'* 
There  are  various  things  in  this  prediiSlion 
which  point  out  the  New  Teftament  oecononiy 
as  the  aera  of  its  accompliOmient ;  iiich  as  the 
.  promife  of  pouring  out  the  Spirit  upon  the 
*eed  of  Chrill.  Dr  Owen  juftly  obfci-vcs.  That 
the  Spirit  is  never  faid  to  be  poured  out  on 

the 


♦  If.  xliv,  3,  5.  ViTRiNGA  Opens  this  precious  trea- 
fure  with  the  key  of  folid  critic! fin ,  in  kis  commentary 
on  this  text.  The  whole  is  well  worthy  6€  our  penifal ; 
but  too  copious  to  be  tranfcribcd,  I  fhaH  adduce  the 
following  excerpts  as  a  fpecimen  :  **  >Op»,  vocabit, 
idem  hie  valet  quodMip,  voCABiTrr.  Sic  cap.  xliii.  7. 
et  xlviii.  i.  Sed  ipfura  nollrum  l>^lp  format  adlivx  cum 
voce  tattD  conitruJlura  eadem  fenfu  fumitur  apnd  Mofen 
Gen.  iv.  26.  Tum  coeptum  est  appellari  de  nomine 
Jehovic,  Que  verfio  hoc  tempore  doAis  interprctibiift 
merito  probatur,  h.  e.  dici  cocperimt  Filii  Dei.— Sc 
appellare  nomine  Jacobi  myftice  eft:  •.  Profiteri  fidem 
Jacobi,  ejufque  cultum  religionis  fedlari  atque  exercere, 
ct  adfpirare  ad  juftiam  Dei  per  fidem.  /8.  In  promiffi- 
one  gratis;  fpiritualibu&y  fuinmam  falutis^  felicitatis  fu« 
conftituere.      y.  Virtutes   Jacobi,    intecritatis,    mo- 

DESTI«,  PATIENTIA-,    PLACIDITATIS   INDOLIS,  ET  VIR^ 

Dei  RBvEREKTi^  imitari  ao  prseftare.  Qpi  hunc  induit 
animi  afiecftum,  vitamque  et  mores  ad  eum  modum  com- 
ponit,  venis  eft  Jacobi  da.  Sic  Poeta  facer.  Pfal.  xxiv.- 
Sy  6.  ^*  Quis  confcendet  Montem  Jehovae?  Purus  roanibus, 
et  purus  corde,  qui  non  attoUlt  in  vanum  anemnm  fuum 
(non  fe«5latur  falfahi  juftitiam)  et  non  jurat  fraudulantcr 

(in 
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the  Old  Tcftamcnt  Church ;  as  he  was  given 
%xnto  them  in  a  more  fj>aring  mcafare  than  un- 
der the  better  oeconomy*  This  predidion  muft 
alfo  belong  unto  the  Gofpel  Church,  as  it  re- 
fers Ainto  a  time  when  the  belief  of  the  true 
Cod  ftiould  triumph  over  the  polytheifm  and 
idolatry  fi6^the  Gentile  world  :  This  is  in- 
iifted  on  in  the  following  part  of  the  chapter. 
Now,  it  was  the  Golpcl  difpenfation  alone,  that 
difpelled  the  thic^  doods  of  Pagan  dai^knefs, 

and 

(in  negotio  religioms):  Is  reportabit  Benediiflionem  a 
Jehovah,  (h.  e.  fiene<li<5lAOBpeni  omnium  preftantfilfininm^ 
<|uaB  eit  jusTisA,  ut  mox  ieqnitnr)  et  juilitiam  a  Deo  fa- 
lutis  fiiac.  Hacc  eft  generatio  queaerentium  tei  fedulo 
^uaerentium  faciem  tuam,  Ftic  «ft  Jacob/'  Hi  funt  ve« 
mm  iemen  Jacobi.  Haec  iimplex  eH  pofitio.  Gradatio 
in  fequentibus.  **  Hie  fcribat,"  &c.  Hoc  eft  man  11  fiia  sic* 
NABiT  :  quod  aliquanto  plus  eft  quam  dicet.  Phrafis 
defuoipta  eft  a  contra(5Hbu8,  qui  in  tabu]  as  reda«5li  fub- 
fcriptione  manuum  confirm abantur,  turn  ab  his  qui  con<» 
traxerant,  turn  a  teftibus  ;  de  quo  ritu  luculentus  locus 
eft  apud  Jer.  xxxii.  10,  12,  44.— Ultimum  eft  quod 
hie  redditur :  **  Et  nomin«  Ifraelis  cognominabitur."  h.  e. 
Appellabitiir  uon  ISRAEL,  fed  ISRAELITA.  Quaero 
quid  plus  dicat  hoc  nomen  quam  illud  Jacobi  Refpondeo, 
tanto  plus,  quanto  pluris  valet  nomen  ISRAEL  quam  JA- 
COB. Ifrael  notat  Luiflatorem  cum  Deo,  &c.  Deiignan- 
tnr  itaqu^  hoc  nomine  confefibres  et  martyres,  qui  nou 
gravantur  caufa  fidei  fubire  gravi£imas  tentationes,  et 
aHli«5liones,  et  vi  fidei  cum  Jacobo  vincunt.  Et  hac  qui- 
dem  quo  ad  confeifioneui  iplam.  Subjeifla  quibus  Vates 
hoc  atrributum  vindicat  deiignat.  Ille  vocula  TV  HlC,  ter 
quidem  expreflk,  fed  poteftate  quater  repctita,  Pfal. 
Ixxxvii.  3.  &c.     Memorabo  Raab  (Egypt)  et  Babylon  in-  I 

ter  eos  qui  me   familiarius  cognofcunt.     Eccc  Palarftina  ' 

et  Tyrus  cum  Arabibus  Cufchxis  :   HlC  natus  ibi.    Et  de 
Y  y  y  2  Zioac 
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and  diffufed  the  knowledge  of  the  living  anc\ 
ti-ue  God  through  the  Gentile  workK 

The  things  promifcd  are  fach  as  cannot 
comport  with  any  other  duty  than  that  of  for 
lemn  covenanting.  A  variety  of  things  are 
ipecified  ;  as  solemn  DiSDicATKu :  ^*-^  One 
Ihall  (ky,  1  am  the  Lord's.^  This  is  Ja  phrafe 
frequently  ufed  of  foederal  d  edioatxon, 
whether  focial  or  fecrct.  ^hen  Ifraelcoye-. 
nauted,  they  engaged  to  be  the  Lord'-s  people.^ 

Zione  pnedicabitiir.  HIC  in(igiits  v'ir  natus  eft  in  ea  Jc- 
liova  recenJfebit  in  ceiifu  populoriim.  HIC  natus  c(l  in  ea. 
Vidimus,  banc  empliafin  voculaa  71U  HIC  cap.  xxv.  9. 
confer.  Pfal.  xxiv.  6.  8.  10.**  Two  writers  of  this  age 
fuppofe,  that,  on  our  expofition  of  this  -place,  the  cove- 
nanters ihould  call  themfclves  John  Jacob,  and  James  If- 
rael ;  and  liere.  they  make  excellent  fport, — ^it  were  a 
pity  to  fjwl  it,  as  it  adds  much  to  their  happineis.  I  re- 
coUedl  to  have  heard,  that,  when  one  laughs,  he  muft 
either  laugh  at  the  fpUy  of  others,  pr  at  his  own.  The 
laughter  of  thefe  two  gentlemen  is  certainly  of  the  lat- 
ter kind  : — The  objcc'i  o£  their  deriiion  is  their  own  ig- 
norance. They  feem  npt  to  have  adverted,  that  the  fur- 
i^ames  th^y  refer  to  are  of  very  modern  invention  :  The 
furnanies  the  prophet  alludes  to  are  fuch  as  obtained  in 
jiioil  part^  of  the  world  in  ancient  times.  And  Vitringa 
remark?,  that  thefe  fumamcs  were  of  two  kindg  :  "  Vcl 
enim  funt  hereditaria  familis^  quae  licet  olim  certis  de 
ratipnibus,  perfoni  illuih'ihus  in^poiita  tandem  in  nomi- 
na  familiae  vert<:runt,  ut  apud  Romanos  nomina  Maximi 
Crassi,  &c.  Vel  not^nt  iar/«^Au«jr  hominibus  frn'gulari- 
'bus  ipipoiham,  per  quam  defcribuntur  ab  eorum  ingenio, 
fortune  habitu  corporis,  ut  Craflus  apud  Romanos  Dl  v  e s; 
^ajus  Caligula;  Q^.  Labienus  Parthicus  cognomina- 
i(^  dh-  See. 

r- — Agaby 
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: — : — rAgam,  This  prediiftion  fccurcs  special 
PEsiGHATioN  :  ^^  And  another  (hall  call  him-* 
felf  by  the  name  of  Jaeob.^  In  ahnoft  all  ages 
of  thd  •  Wtfritfi  4vhen  perfbns  took  up  a  peculidl- 
pi^fe^ii6il,  they  alfb  alfumed  a  dcfig-natioh  cor- 
peiponding  ^\t :  For  example,  when  theahtts' 
dilnviun  '  faints  feparated  from  the  wiike<l 
brood  of  Cain,  they  took  to  therafelves  the  de-r 
fignatlqtt  of'thd  SONS  of  God  j  and  their  fb- 
lemn  avowal  of  that-  ttahie  i»€»5ipreirdd  in  terms 
iimilar  to-  thofe  before  liiv:^  Ilf  ^tibe  time  in 
which  this  oracle  was  written,  flrangefs  who 
yftre  admitted  into  the  Church,  were  alfo  in- 
corporated with  the  feed  of  Jacob,  and  ftyled 
Ifraelites :  In  like  manner,  the  genuine  mem- 
bers of  the  Gofpel  Church  bear  the  defigna- 
tion  of  THE  Israel  of  God,  even  by  an  in- 
fpired  Apoftle.  When  perfoiis,  then,  call  them-. 
fclves  by  THE  name  of  Jacob,  they  profefs  to, 
be  Ifraelites  indeed,  in  whofe  hearts  thei'c  is 
no  guile.  Thus  their  conduA  is  amplified  : 
*'^  And  (urname  himfelf  by  the  name  of  Ifracl/^ 
■  The  lift  thing  propofed  is  equally  expli- 

cit: It  is  FOEDERAL  SUBSCRIPTION:  "  An- 
other fliall  fubfcribc  with  the  hand  unto  the 
Lord."  This  federal  aA  wc  hav^  confideretf 
above,  '  .  -l   i   --U 

The  fulfilment  of  this  predliftion  obtcnnerf^ 
ni  part,  in  the  early  periods  of  the  Chriftian 
ClVui-ch;  in  the  copious  effufion  of  the  Holy 
Plhoft,  and  the  blcfled  confeqncnces  of  it ;  but 
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it  muft  by  no  means  be  confined  unto  them. 
Ajs  the  gift  pf  the  Holy  Ghoft  belongs  unto 
every  age  and  period  of  tjie  Gofpel  oeconoray; 
fp^  whenever  he  is  beftowed,  tin$  plei^f^uit  fruit 
may  be  expeded.  .  Ifaiah  is  not  the  only  pr-pr 
pjiet^  liowever,  who  prediAed  thi*  cx^ixifc  in 
the  1  Gofpel  Church  ;  Jeremiah  ccuncides  exad- 
ly  with  him  in  this  njattcr :  *'  In  thofe  days^ 
and  in  that  time,  faith  the  Lord,  The^  children 
of  Ifrael  fhall  iCO^ne^  ^they  and  the  children  of 
Judah  togj?t^orj  going,  and  weepin'g,  they,  (ball 
go  and  feek  the  Lord  their  God,  They  fliall  alk 
the  way  to  Zion,  with  their  faces  thitherward, 
faying.  Come  and  let  us  join  ouifelves  unto 
the  Lord  in  a  perpetual  covenant  nerer  to  be 
forgotten*."  We  may  obferve,  The  feafou 
affigned  for  the  accomplifhment  of  this  pre* 
dii^on:  It  is  a  time  when  the  children  of  If- 
tael  and  the  children  of  Judah  fhalV  be  incor- 
porated in  one  church-ftate.  An  event  which 
the  Apoftlc  pronounced  to  be  future  in  his 
time ;  and  we  may  venture  to  affirm,  that  it 
has  no^  taken  place  between  his  day  and  ours. 
The  prophet  (peaks  of  tliis  feafon  as  a  very 
remarkable  time  ;  "  In  thofe  days,  and  at  that 
time/'  The  phrafe  may  import  any  notable 
day  indeed  ;  but  moll  frequently  it  imports  the 

Gofpel  day. The  things  predicted  to  be  in 

that  day  are,  deep  Humiliation,  genuine  lie- 
formation,  and  foleran    Foederal  I'ranfaction. 


Jer,  1.  4, 


Thcfe 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


4 

filSSERTATlON     XV.  5-43 

Thefe  things  go  ufually  band  in  hand.  The 
liberal  tranflation  is,  ^'  They  fhall  alk  the  way 
to  Zion^  with  their  faces  thitherward,  tbey 
ihall  come,  and  join  themfelves  unto  Jehovah  ; 
the  everlafting  covenant  (hall  not  be  forgot- 
ten*/' The  duty  mentioned  is,  joining  them- 
felves unto  the  Lord  :  The  union  is  foederal ; 
and  it  conlilb  in  taking,  hold  of  the  everlafting 
covenant.  All  God's  cliildren  are  joined  un- 
to THE  Lord  by  the  Holy  Ghoft;  but  this 
union  is  fecret  and  invifible,  and  every  one  is 
joined  by  himlclf :  But  the  union  fpecified  in 
the  oracle  is  public  and  focial ;  an  union  unto 
whicli  perfons  may  be  encouraged  by  the  ex^ 
ample  of  others.  The  propliet  Zecbariali 
makes  alfo  a  parallel  declaration :  **  And  many 
nations  fliall  be  joined  to  the  Lord  in  that 
clay,  and  fhall  be  my  people  jf ."  The  term  is 
frequently  expreflive  of  entering  into  a  (acred 
bond,  as  where  it  is  faid :  "  Neither  let  the 
ion  of  the  ftranger,  tliat  hath  joined  him- 
lclf unto  the  Lord,  fpeak,  faying,"  &c.  "  Al- 
To  the  ions  of  the  ftranger,  that  join  them* 
felves  unto  the  Lord,'' &c.    "And    taketh 

HOLD     OF     MY     CO V  ENANT  [jl."        SomctimcS    It 

denotes  a  civil  league,  indeed  j  but  in  the 
places  quoted,  the  connexion  fixeth  the  (enfe 
to  a  facrcd  bond,  fo  that  it  cannot  be  undcr- 
ftood  of  any  th'mg  elfe.      The  cffed^  of  this 

♦  Vid.  Bofton.  Tra^at.  Stigxnolog.  p.  169. 
t  Zcch.  ii.  II.  J  If.  ivi.  3,  6. 

jundion 
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jun6:ion  is  their  being  God's  people.    Nowj' 
is  not  this  tlie  (ubftance  of  the  New  Covenant? 
This  is  the  covenant  that  I  will  make  with 
tbem  after  thofe  days/  '*  I  will  be  to  them 
a  God,  and  tliey  fliall  be  nnto  me  d  pieoplc" 

:  FOURTHLY^  I  (hall  next  enquire  if  Cove- 
nanting was  Taught  and  Exemplified  in  the 
Life  and  Do6t:rint  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chinft. 

1.  Jesus  Christ  covenanted  with  the  Fa^ 
ther  in  the  eternal  council^  and  made  a  moft 
folemn  vow  unto  liim  :  ^'  Lord^  remember  Da- 
vid, and  all  his  afflictions^  How  he  fwarc  unta 
the  Lord,  and  vowed  unto  the  mighty  God 
of  Jacob*."  The  fcope  of  the  Pfalm  evidently 
leads  us  untb  the  Meflfiah.  Some  tilings  in  it 
may  belong,  indeed,  unto  David  die  type  ;  but 
the  greater  jiart  of  it  cannot  be  applied^  in  its 
fuUcft  import,  unto  any  but  him  who  is. both 
David's  Son  and  David's  Lord;  .  Hence^  thri 
covenant,  celebrated  in  it,  cannot  be  under- 
ftood  of  any  other  but  of  that  which  was  made 
with  himf- 

2.  The  law  which  our  Redeemer  engaged 
td  fulfil  is  the  Law  of  Works: — The  Law  a^ 
a  broken  covenant.  And  this  law  he  miagii- 
fied  and  made  honourable* 

♦  Pfal.  cxxxii.  i,  2. 
f  Vid.  Her.  Witfium  de  Oeconom.  Fader.  Lib.  H. 

3.  Though 
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|>  THOtJQH  Chrift's  bbcdience  wasjgivento 
the  Law  in  the  form  of  a  covenant  of  works  j 
yet  it  is  a  pattern  of  holinefs  unto  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Gofpcl  Chinch.  That  particular 
ScHE^ifi  of  his  obedience  is  not  for  our  imi- 
tatioxi  indeed  5  for  no  one  of  his  people  are 
bound  to  purchafe  life  by  their  works.  But 
this  can  by  no  means  tweclude  it  from  being 
exemplary  as  to  its  fubftance* 

4.  That  fpecial  adl  of  obedieiice  ;  namely^ 
VOWING  to  God — ^rovenanting  with  hun,  is 
for  our  imitation.  If  tlie  fulfilment  of  his  vow, 
which  confllled  in  an  uninterrupted  fei-ies  of 
univerfal  obedience^  be  for  our  imitation,  as  is 
confeflcdly  the  faA  ?  Why  may  not  the  ma- 
king of  his  engagement  be  for  our  imitation 
likcways  ?  His  own  example  adds  peculiar  force 
unto  the  precept,  Vow  and  pay  unto  the  Lord 
your  God.  Befides  the  vow  under  which 
the  Redeemer  came  in  his  undertaking,  he 
vowed  twice  unto  God  in  bis  humbled 
^  flate ;  once  at  his  baptifm,  and  again  at  the 
firft  facraniental  fupper.  Now^  as  a  parti- 
cipation of  thefe  facramcnts  by  Chrift  implied 
in  it  a  pfofeffion  of  his  faith  in  all  tliofe  pro- 
niiies  which  the  Father  made  to  him  iii  the  e- 
tenial  covenant^  on  the  ont  hand  j  fo  likeways 
a  profefled  fubje^^lion  tuito  all  thofe  laws  which  - 
Ihc   Father  laid  upon  him^    on  the  other*. 

.  Thus 

♦  On  Chrift*$  partaking  of  the  facraxnetit^  I  hope  the 

learned  reader  svill  find  fatisfaAioii^  by  confuhing  F. 

*        Zzz  CoMARys 
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Thus,  tho^  his  partaking  of  thefe  facraraenf* 
had  fomething  in  them  pecaHar  unto  himfelf 
as  mediator;  yet  they  arc  alfo  patterns  de- 
manding our  imitation  t  Hence,  we  may  con- 
clude, Though  his  vowing  and  fwearing  to  the 
Father  had  in  them  fomething  pccuKar  to  his 
mediatorial  chai^Aer,  yet  they  are  exemplary 
likewife  ;  and  this  part  of  his  conda^  calls  m 
to  tread  in  his  fteps.. 

5.  The  dodxine  of  Chrift,  as  well  as  his 
pra<^ce,  lays  a  good  foundation  for  iblemn  co^ 
ven^nting  iHider  the  Golpel  oeconomy.— — A* 
he  enforced  obedience  tmto  the  whole,  and  e« 
very  precept  of  the  moral  law ;  and  this  duty 
is  enjoined  by  the  three  firft  {precepts  of  it  *.' 
As  he  enforced  foch  parts  of  the  moral 
law  as  enjoined  tins  duty  i»  particular  r  **  A- 
gain,  ye  have  heard  it  bath  been  £siid  by  them 
of  old  time.  Thou  (halt  not  forfwearthyfelf  j 
but  fhalt  perform  unto  the  L<n*d  thine  oathsf.'^ 
The  (cope  of  his  fermon  on  the  mount  is,  to 
explain  and  enforce  the  moral  law,  and  vindi- 
cate it  from  the  falfe  glofles  ef  the  Phaiifees*^ 

GoMARVS  on  Matth.  iii.  r  3 .  The  fubftance  of  his  difler- 
tation  is  fmnuied  up  in  the  following  terms  :  *'  £a  ao- 
tern  eft  foederis  cum  Deo,  et  comunionia  Ecdefix  fignifi- 
catio  et  obfignatio.  Quod^  via.  Deus  fuerit  ejus  Deus  :— 
ipie  vero  ad  p^rpetuam  obedientic  gratitndi&em^  ei  prs- 
ftandum  ;  ol^ri^us  et  Ecclcfiie  communione  adjott^usw"^ 
Thefe  are  the  ceafons  for  Chrift's  being  baptized* 

♦  MAtih.  T.  x6>  17-        t  Matth.  ▼.  gj- 

The 
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The  fixth  and  feventh  precepts  of  it  are  quor 
ted  in  as  many  words*;  and  the  third,  as  to 
its  icope  and  import,  In  the  words  above  cited* 
To  afcertain  the  meaning  of  this  precept,  I 
fnight  (hew,  from  whence  it  is  taken. — What 
culpable  expofitions  of  it  were  rejedted  by  Chrift. 
—And  what  he  declared  to  be  the  genuine 
import  of  it.  As  to  the  firft,  I  find  authors 
remarkably  divided,  feme  referring  us  to  one 
place  of  the  Old  Teftament,  fome  to  another ; 
and  others  to  the  Jewifli  tradiucms.  They 
Judge  beft  who  conlider  it  as  refpeding  more 
places  than  one-;  fuch  as,  **  Ye  (hall  not  fwear 
by  my  name  falfely,  nerther  flialt  thou  profane 
tie  name  rf  thy  God  f  .'^  And,  "  Thou  (halt 
not  take  the  name  of  the  Lord  thy  God  in 
vam :  for  the  Lord  will  not  hold  him  guiltlefi 
that  t:aketh  his  name  in  vain :{ •*  To  which 
may  be  added,  **  Vow  and  pay  unto  the  Lord 
thy  God  §  /'     The  fcnfe  of  all  which  texts  is 

fiimmed 
*  Match.  T,  21,  27.     t  Lcvit.  xl%.  12.     %  Exod,  xx.  7. 

S  Pfal.  Ixxvi.  II.  The  Dutch  tranOators,  after  Beza, 
mention  the  two  iirft  of  thefe.  To  ihcw,  that  Chrift  re- 
fers  to  the  Old  Teftament,  aiid  not  any  tradition,  faying, 
It  may  be  obferved.  That  it  was  the  Law  of  Mofes,  and 
not  any  traditionary  fyftem,  that  Chrift  meant  to  ex- 
plain  :  And  thi$  declaration,  as  well  as  the  fixth  and  fe- 
venth  commandment,  is  what  had  been  faid  to  the  Fa- 
thers BY  God  ;  and  not  what  had  been  faid  by  them,  as 
our  tranflation  has  it.  '*  That  T#r*  «fAJ«^  is  here  to  be 
rendered  in  the  Dative,  may  be  concluded,  i.  Fr6ra  the 
words,  I  SAY  UNTO  YOU,  where  vfu»  is  undoubtedly  in 
the  Datire  cafe.  3.  Becaufe  the  word  ip>il«  is  always 
jomcd  to  this  cafe,  fo  Romjx.  12,  26.  GaL  iii,  16.  Kev. 

Zzz  a         "  ix. 
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fummed  up  in  the  words  formerly  quoted.  ■  ■? 
With  refpe<9:  unto  the  culpable  expofitious  of 
this  precept,  which  were  rcjeifted  hy  Chrift, 
we  may  ohferve,  that  there  were  two  parts  of 
their  condu6l  which  merited  reprehenlion  in 
this  matter:  Chrift  taxed  them  for  fwcaring 
by  creatures  ;  fuch  as>  by  heaven  and  Jerufa^ 
lem,  &c,  by  die  temple  and  the  altar,  &c.  and 
that  in  matters  of  jufticc  and  importance;  as 
well  as  in  their  ordinary  converlation.  In  the 
next  place,  He  taxed  their  mental  rcfcrvation 
in  thefe  oatlis ;  they  imagined,  as  they  had 
l\vora  only  by  creatures,  fb'they  were  not  bound 
by  their  oaths  if  tlie  name  of  God  had  not  beem 
invoked :  But  he  gave  them  to  know,  that  it 
was  abiblutely  unlawful  to  ratify  their  oaths 
and  vows,  in  fwearing  by  any  but  the  true  God: 
That  their  diflinc^on  between  fwearing  by  the 
temple  and  the  God  of  the  ten^le  was  nug^-- 
tory  and  vain ;  becaufe,  if  their  oath  meant 
any  thing  at  all,  it  meant  an  invocation  of  God 
liimfelf :  That  it  was  folenwi  triffing  with  God 
himfelf,  to  imagine  they  were  at  liberty  to 
break  their  vows  if  the  name  of  God  was  not 
dircftly  invoked  in  the  engagement  into  which 
llicy  had  enteredt  As  to  fuch  oaths  as  we»e 
an  invocation  of  mere  creatures,  it  was  fiuful 

ix.  4,  II.  #  And  lirlierc  mention  is  made  of  a  thing-fpo* 
ken  BT  anotlicry  the  phrafe  is  ftiU  ri  fj^6%f  Iw,  or  r*  p«l«f  )<«. 
7,.  Becaufe  th^  words,  thus  cited,  are  (poken  to  them  of 
old."  Vid.  Frederic.  Spanheim.  P.  Dub.  Evan,  P.  III. 
i)wb,  13^,  GXOT.  inv,  »i,  LvppVig.CArfiAi- itidcm* 

to 
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to  enter  into  them  at  the  fh'ft;  and,  if  the 
matter  of  them  was  lawful,  equally  (inful  lo 
break  them  after  they  had  been  made.  Again, 
Chrift  reprobated  their  fwearlng  by  creatures, 
in  their   ordinary   converfation.      Their  faUe 
do^5lrine,  on  this  he^d,  fcems  to  have  been  this, 
That  they  anfwered  all  the  import  of  the  third 
commandment,  if  they  did  not  ufe  any  of  God*s 
names  in  their  ordinary  converfation;  although 
they  fware  by  his   creatures;  But   the    great 
teacher  aflured  tliem,  he  would  not  beftow  his 
glory  on  any  creature,  however  glorious.    The 
icope  of  this  teftimony,  as  explained  by  Chrift, 
(eems  to  be,  as  if  he  had  faid,  ^'  Ye  have  heard 
that  it  has  been  faid  unto  the  fathers,  by  va- 
rious infpired  perfons,  in  (Imdry  places  of  the 
Old  Teftament,  Ye  fhall  not  incur  the  dread- 
ful guilt  of  peijury,  negleAing  to  accomplifti 
fuch  promifes  as  have  been  ratified  by  a  folemn 
appeal  to  God :  Thou  flialt,  on  the  other  hand, 
perform  thefe  folemn  engagements  in  the  nioft 
exad  manner,  and  that  unto  Jehovah  himfelf; 
for,  as  he  is  both  the  party  to  whom  thou  haft 
fwom  and  the  objeA  invoked  when  thou  en- 
teredft  into   the   oath  ;   fo   he   will   exaA  the 
pundiual  accompliftiment  of  it.     But  I  (blemn- 
ly  declare  nnto  you,  that  ye  much  narrow  the 
meaning  of  the  Law,  if  ye  confine  the  whole 
import  of  this  precept  unto  that  fpecies  of  dn-^ 
ty  :   Its  demands  are  vaftly  wider,  as  it  prohi^ 
bits  a  great  variety  of  things  in  which  ye   in-* 
dwlge  yoiii'lelvesj  fuch  as,   fwearing  by  crca^ 
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tures  in  ordinary  converfation,  as  well  as  tlie 
iireach  of  thofe  promifes  which  arc  ratified  by 
appeal  unto  inferior  beings.  Yt  oughti  by  ail 
means,  to  give  qp  thofe  criminal  indulgences ; 
and  not  leave  the  performance  of  your  vows 
undone.^ 

6.  That  our  Lord  Jcfus  Chrift,  in  the  days 
pf  his  flefh,  took  his  difciples  engaged,  oftener 
than  once,  unto  fuch  particular  articles  of  doc- 
trine, and  parts  of  duty  as  were  then  qppofed* 
The  perfonai  miniftry  of  Ghrift  belonged,  in-- 
deed,  to  the  Church  of  the  circnmcilioa ;  Ijat 
It  was  a  prelude  likeways  of  his  kingdom  in 
the  Gofpel  ftate ;  or,  as  an  interlude  between 
the  two  difpenfations  t  Hence  Chrift  did  not 
enter  upon  the  renovation  of  fuch  covenants 
as  bound  unto  an  obfervance  of  the  ritual  fy- 
ftem ;  for  he  came  to  finifh  that  fyftem  ;  Nei- 
ther did  he  take  them  bound  unto  the  inftitu- 
tions  of  the  Go(pel  tjeconomy ;  for  that  was 
not  yet  formed.  But  there  were  various  doc- 
trines which  were  the  present  truth  in 
that  period  ;  inch  as,  That  Jcfus  of  Nazareth 
is  the  true  Mefliah ;  aiid  that  he  is  the  Son  of 
the  living  God ;  There  were  alfo  duties  corrc- 
Ipondent  unto  thefe  truths  j  namely,  acknow- 
ledging him  to  be  the  true  Mefliah,  receiving 
Ills  doArine,  cleaving  to  hb  perfon,  and  own- 
ing his  cauCe.  Now,  we  will  find,,  that  Chrift 
took  his  difciples  engaged  imto  the  profeffion 
of  tliefc  tmths,  and  pbfcrvaricc  of  thefe  dudes; 

yea, 
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yea,  he  required  a  renovation  of  thefe  engage- 
ments, and  they  confiimed  them  with  a  iplemn: 
appeal  mito  his  own  omnifcience.  Hence,  fays 
a  late  writer  of  diftinguiflied  merit,  "  In  the 
days  of  Chrift^s  hunuKadon  we  have  an  example 
«f  it,  (viz.  of  focial  vowing).  At  a  certain  time„ 
when  many  who  profefled  fteadfaftnefs  in  their 
attachment  to  Chrift^s  perfbn  and  niimftrati<Hi& 
had  gone  back, — He  put  a  queftion  to  the 
twelve,"* — "  Will  ye  alfo  go  away  ?"  Peter 
^ke  the  fentiments  of  the  whole,  in  a  fu- 
j^Lic  vo\P',— *"  Lord,  to  whom  fhall  we  go? 
Thou  haft  the  words  of  eternal  life  ^  And  we 
believe  and  are  fure.  That  thou  art  that  Chrifty 
the  Son  of  the  living  God."^  This  declaration 
hath  not  only  the  eflentials  of  a  vow,  but  even 
the  very  form  of  it.  It  is  made  not  merely 
concerning  Chrift,  bht  to  him;  it  contains  a 
dedication  of  themfelves  to  him  for  time  and 
eternity ,>  as  the  Lord  of  eternal  Hfe  ;  and  it  is 
attended  widi  afolemn  profeflion  of  their  faith 
concerning  the  charader  of  Chrift,  on  whom 
they  believed^  In  {hort>  Peter  faid  all  that 
can  be   expreflcd   in  the   moft  prolix  form  of 

words,  ufed  in  any  folemn  vow. We  have 

another  example  of  folemB  vows  from  the  lips 
of  the  fame  confeflbr,  after  Chrift's  reiiirred:ion. 
Peter  had  fhamefully  deferted,  and  wickedly 
denied  his  Lord.  His  divine  mafter,  in  order 
to  reftore  him  to  the  other  difciples,  whom, 
no  doubt,  he  had  fcandalized  by  his  conduA ;. 
and  to  give  the  other  Apoftles  affurance,  that 

his 
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his  comriiiffiori  of  apoftlefl^p  was  not  forfciuJf 
^— drew  him  to  a  folemn  public  vow  of  his  lore 
to  tlie  matter  whom  he  had  lately  denied  ;  yea^ 
to  a  confirniuig  his  vow  by  fwcaring,  as  he 
had^  on  that  opcafion^  denied  him  with  curses 
and.  OATHS,  ''Simeon,  fon  of  Jonas,  loveft 
thou  me  more  than  thefe  ?  He  faith  unto  him, 
Yea,  Lord  !  thou  knoweft  thaj  I  love  thec,'^ 
&c.  Here  is  both  a  formal  pubUc  vow^  and 
a  formal  public  appeal  to. the  pmnifcience  of 
Chrift,  with  regard  to  his  iinccrity  in  his  vow. 
It  is  true,  though  it  be  a  public  vow  it  is  not 
focial :  But  the  reafon  is  obvious.  The  other 
apoftles  were  not  aflbciates  with  him  in  the  ad 
of  denying  his  Lord :  But,  had  they  been  in 
the  fame  cafe  with  Peter,  the  fame  reafon 
would  have  pleaded  for  extending  the  queftion 
to  them  all ;  in  order  to  their  jointly  profefling 
their  love  to  Chiift,  in  a  focial  as  well  as  a  pu- 
blic vow*/' 

♦  See  Mr  Grahai^'s  Difcourfeson  Covenanting. 
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APOSTOLIC      CHU^CH£!3* 

^  Cor.  viii.  f .     Heb.  iv*  14.  and  x.  23* 


THE  Gofpel  Cliiirth,  conftimted  by  Chrift 
iimnediately  after  his  refurreiSaoii)  was 
propagated  by  his  infpired  Apoftles,  according 
to  the  model  he  fliewed  them  by  his  Spirit  j 
and  particular  churches  were  formed  according 
to  that  original  pattern.  The  Church, of  Ma- 
cedonia, was  foi-mcd  on  that  of  Jerufalem, 
which  laft  was  the  firft  particular  church  under 
the  better  oeconomy.  The(e  fbcieties,  how- 
ever, were  not  moles  absque  nervis  ;  but 
firmly  bound  together  by  .ligaments,  flowing 
from  the  will  of  their  original  founder.  To 
aicertain  the  truth  in  this  matter,  we  may, — 
1.  Consider  the  Terms  on  which  pcrfons  were 
^         Aaaa  admitted 
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wth  many  other  words  did  he  teftify  and  ex- 
hort,   faying,    Save  yourfclvcs  from   this  un- 
toward generation.''     When  he  testified, 
he  declared  the  extent  of  his  creed  j  and  left 
a  teftimony  agauift  the  dreadful  evils  of  that 
untoward  generation :  And  that  teftimony  was 
received  by  the  multitude  which  was  added 
to  the  Church.     This  was  the  bafis   of  their 
communion  ;  otherways,  they  could  not  be  faid 
to  have  "  continued  in  the  apoftles  dodrine 
and  fellowfliip^  and  in  breaking  of  bread,  and 
in  prayers/'     Another  inftance  is,  the  ereAion 
of  the  Church  <rf  Samaria.     When  the  Evan- 
gclift  Philip  preached  Chrift  unto  them,  they 
believed  concerning  the  kingdom  of  God,  and 
in  the  name  of  Jefus  Chrift  j  and,  upon  their 
profeflion  of  this  faith  to  him,  they  were  bap-  ' 
toed  by  him.    Though  it  is  prefumeable,  that ' 
many  of  them  believed  unto  the  faving  of  the 
foul;  yet  it  is  plain,  that  the  faith  mention- 
ed cannot  be  confined  unto  this  fpecies :  For 
Simon  Magus  believed;  but  the  fequel  pro- 
ved the  infufficieiicy  of  his  faith  unto  falva- 
tion.     The  truth  is,  neither  the  Apoftlcs  nor 
Evangelifts,  when  admitting  perfbns  into  the 
Gofpel  Church,  aifted  according  to  their  extra- 
'  ordinary  gifts— difcerning  the  (pints;  but  they 
aded   as  ordinary    officers — fatisfying   them- 
fclves  with  a  judgment  of  charity,  without  a 
judgment  of  certainty  as  to  the  internal  ftate 
of  the  perfons  received ;  and  this  part  of  their 
condmSt  affords  a  rule  of  procedure  in  every  fuc- 
Aaaa   2  cccding 
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cecding  age, -The  cafe  of  the  Ethiopian 

Eunuch  likeways,  ought  by  no  means  to  b^ 
omitted.  Prior  to  his  admifllon  to  the  facra- 
anent  of  baptifm,  Philip  demanded  a  confefliou 
of  his  faith;  He  complied  with  that  demand^ 
— ^he  confefled  that  fpecial  article  for  which 
Chrift  died  a  martyr ;  and  this  was  no  other 
than  that  of  his  Sonlhip,  The  Jewifh  Church 
accounted  that  dodlrine  blafphemy;  and  the 
high-prieft  rent  his  clothes^  in  token  of  dctefta^ 
tion,  when  Jefiis  Chrift  made  a  confeffion  of  it. 
This  oppofltion  to  that  do<5brine  made  it  the 
"Word  of  Christ's  pat|enc\,  and  the  pr  f.- 
SENT  TRUTH.  Hence,  the  officers  of  the 
Church  demanded  an  explicit  confeffion  of  this^ 
and  other  truths  of  the  fame  kind  j  and  an 
implicit  confeffion  of  all  other  truths  included 
in  them ;  For  there  is  an  inviolable  conne^Stio^ 
between  every  part  of  the  facred  fyftem^ 

2  Those  who  were  ftewards  of. the  myfte^ 
rics  of  God,  required  alio  a  profeffion  of  Rcpen- 
tince,  in  order  unto  memberffiip  in  the  Gofpcl 
Church.  While  perfbns  wfre  in  an  outcaft 
flate,  they  were  drenched  in  wickednefs,  as 
well  as  miffed  by  error :  Hence,  it  became  them 
to  renounce  the  former  as  well  as  the  latter  j 
as  a  pure  heart  and  pra^ftice  are  of  equal  im- 
portance in  facred  fociety  with  a  found  mind. 
Thus,  Peter  exhorted  the  converts,  on  the  day 
of  Pentecoft,  to  repent  aiul  be  baptized j 
find,  Qu  WQtha'  occafion,  to  repent  and  bo 

gouvertcd, 
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converted.  And  thefe  commandments  were 
exemplified  in  the  Church  of  Ephefus :  ^^  And 
many  that  believed  came  and  confefled,  and 
fliewed  theu'  deeds.  Many  alfo  of  them  who 
ufed  curious  arts,  brought  their  hooks  toge- 
ther, and  burned  them  before  all  men ;  and 
they  counted  the  price  of  them,  and  found  it 
ftfty  thoufand  pieces  of  lilver.** 

3.  Anot  H  F.  R  cjualification  of  memherfhip  in 
the  Gofpel  Church  was  the  obfervation  of  all 
Chrifl's  Inftitutions.  When  Chrift  authorized 
his  difciples  to  receive  members  Into  the  Church 
of  the  New  Teftament,  he  prefcribed  this  con- 
dition ;  and  the  mandate  runs  in  the  follow- 
ing terms:  "  Go  ye,  therefore,  into  all  the 
world,  and  teach  all  nations,  baptizing  them 
in  the  name  of  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the 
Holy  Ghoft,     Teaching  them  to  obferve  all 

THINGS  WHj^TSOEVER  I  HAVE  COMMAND- 
ED, and  lo  I  am  with  you  always  to  the  end  of 
the  world.  Amen."  What  thefe  things  are  has 
been  declared  iu  the  foregoing  Diflertation. 

SECONDLY,  I  (hall  now  confider  the  So- 
LEMNITIES  by  which  perfons  confirmed  their 
engagements  to  obferve  thefe  terms, 

I.  They  were  confirmed  by  folcmn  decla- 
rations, refponfes,  and  promifes.  From  the  fa- 
crcd  hiftory,  already  refeired  to,  it  is  plain, 
"ii^t  adult  candidates  for  bapdfni  were  examined 

on 
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on  fuch  articles  as  were  then  controverted; 
and  the  qaeftions  put  to  them  fo  formed  as  the 
aftirmative  contamed  an  afient  unto  the  doc- 
triiies  oppofed ;  and  the  negative  a  reje<3ion 
of  the  errors  condemned.  Now,  every  one 
knows,  that  covenants  were  ratified  by  makmg 
propofals  on  the  one  hand,  and  accepting  them 
QTi  the  other. 

2 .  Th  E  Y  ratified  thelc  engagements  by  oaths^ 
and  gave  them  the  form  as  well  as  the  nature  . 
of  covenants.  The  infpircd  writers  themfelves 
fuggeft  as  much,  1  humbly  judge  ;  They  afliire 
us  not  only  of  the  prdFeffion  of  faith,  re- 
pentance, and  obedience,  which  they  made ; 
but  alfo  of  the  solemnit  y  by  which  that  pro- 
feifion  was  ratified.  This  folemnity  is  marked 
in  the  very  term  by  which  profeffion  is  ex- 
prejfed  in  the  infpired  original.  \Ve  fliall  run 
over  a  few  Scripture  teftimonies  for  evidence 
in  this  matter :  **  And  many  that  believed 
came  and  confessed,  and  fliewed  their 
ilecds  *.'' — "  Whiles  by  the  experiment  of  this 
jniniftration,  they  glorify  God  for  your  pro- 
fessed subjection  unto  the  gofppl  of 
Chrill  j" ." — "  Seeing  then  that  we  have  a  great 
Jiigh-prieft,  that  is  pafled  into  the  heavens,  Je-  , 
ills  the  Son  of  God,  let  us  hold  faft  our  pro- 
fession:};." — "Let  us  hold  faft  the  pro- 
fession  OF   oyjc    FAITH  without  wavering; 

•  A»5h  xix.  i8.       -j    2  Cor.  ix.  13.       t  n^^-  i^'-  M* 
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for  he  is  faithful  that  hath  promifed  */'  The 
folcmnity  of  our  profcflion  is  marked  jn  the 
lerm  Homologia,  importing  a  covenanted 
profeflfion.  If  we  furvey  the  writings  of  tlie 
New  Teftament)  the  term  will  be  found  to  ex- 
prefs  fuch  covenants  as  are  confirmed  with 
oaths.  When  Judas  accepted  of  the  offer 
which  the  chief-pricfts  and  captains  made  him, 
his  engagement  is  expreflfed  by  a  term  of  near- 
ly the  fame  compofition :  '*  They  covenant- 
ed 


♦  Hcb.  X.  23.— As  the  thoughts  offered  on  this  fub- 
jc<5l  are  entirely  new,  as  far  as  I  know,  I  fliall  lay  down 
the  foundation  on  which  1  mean  to  proceed,  fubuiitting 
the  whole  to  the  intelligent  reader.     Though  this  ap- 
plication of  the  term  is  new,  yet  this  fenfe  of  •^«A«y/«  is 
by  no  means  newly  invented.     Pasor  obferves,   that  it 
properly  fignifics  a  mutual   stipulation:    **  Proprie 
ufurpatur  in  mutua  fBpulatione,  fignificatque  facflam  fti« 
pulationem,  refponfo  iuo  ratam  habere  :  ut  quiuii  unus 
quzrit,  spondes  ?  Alter  refpondet  spondeo.     Pofterior 
hie  dicitiir  proprie  •^«Aoyi'«f  q.  d.  fia  Afyiiv  i.  e.  fimul  di- 
cere  affirm  are,  aflentire,   et  confe^one  fua  fefe  ad  pra:- 
llandum  obligare."  Lexicon  N.  T.  in  vocem.     With  him 
agrees  Romberg k,  whofe  criticifm  on  the  term  deferve* 
to  be  inferted  in  this  place,  *'  If^x^yU  hie  utique  eft  p ac- 
tum   assensus,    Deditio   et   quoe  iigniftcationes  apud 
profanos  pailim  ocurrunt.      Sic   eniiu  ifu?i0ymf  xWv   eft 
FOEDUS  facere,  pacisci  CUM    ALic^uo,  quod  exemplis 
non  comprobabimus,  quia  Lexica  eis  plena  funt.     Igitur 
(Heb.  X.  23.)  efl  tenere  firmiter  promiifionem,  vel  coii- 
ditionem  foederis  ;  quibus  mediantibus  afliimti^  et  ik 
DKDiTioNFM  c^uAsi,  ET  FOEDUS  recepti  funius.     Sic  2 
Cor.  ix.  13."     Vid.  Parerga  Sacra  1.  F.   Romberg k  in 
Heb.  X.  23.     Though  various  critics  befides  Romberg ic 
have  explained  this  term  after  the  fame  manner ;  yet 
they  appeal-  to  have  been  at  fome  lofs  how  to  apply  it. 

Dr 
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ED  to  give  him  money^  and  he  promised*/* 
&c.  Here  it  imports  the  acceptance  of  foedc- 
ral  terms*,  jand  a  foedcral  engagement  on  the 
part  of  Jud4s.  Herod's  covenant,  which  was 
alfo  ratified  with  an  oath,  is  cxprefled  by  a 
term  of  the  very  fame  derivation  with  that 
under  confideration  f:  **  When  Herod's  birth- 
day was  kept,  the- daughter  of  Herodias  dan- 
ced before  thcni,  and  pleafed  Herod  :  Where* 
upon  he  promised,  with  an  oath,  to  give 

her 

*   Lukexxii.  6.  ij*'i^«^»r««i     f  Matth.  xiv,  7.  wfux^nm 

Dr  Owen  gives  the  beft  account  of  it  of  any  I  have  met 
with,  '*  •/uoA#y<«  is  properly  a  joint  agreement,  confent, 
or  concurrence  in  the  declaration  of  any  thing.  It  U 
alfo  ufed,  in  good  authors,  for  a  convention,  COVE- 
NANT, or  AGREEMENT.  0^«A*yf«f  is  but  oncc  ufcd  in  the 
New  Teftament  for  TO  CONFESS  (i  John  i.  9.),  any  o- 
ther  ways  than  as  TO  confess  is  coincident  in  fignifica- 
tion  with  TO  PROFESS  :  And  this  hath  obtained  in  com* 
mon  ufe  ;  whence  the  doiilrines  that  men  profefs  being 
declared,  are  called  their  confeffion ;  or  the  confissio?^ 
OF  THEIR  FAITH.  I  Tini.  vi.  12.  Heb.  iv.  14."  Vide 
Expof.  on  Heb.  Vol.  II.  p.  2.  ^'  It  fignifies  oiu-  SACRED 
SUBJECTION  unto  the  Gofpel,  and  our  solemn  decla- 
ration of  it."  p.  299. It  were  eafy  to  flicw,   that 

covenant,  or  ftipulation,  is  the  proper  fignification  of  the 
terra  among  good  Greek  authors,  whether  Hiftorians, 
Poets,  or  Philofophers,  iElian  H.  V.  Lib,  X.  cap.  xviii. 
lAwfi  av  •fAoXcyutf,  PACTUM  TRANSGRESSUS  EST,"HE  BRAKE 
THE  COVENANT.  Take  alfo  the  inftances  enumerated 
by  Stephanus,  as  a  fpecinien,  "  0^;^oy/«,  Pa^flum,  Pac- 
tio.  Conditio,  Compofitio.  Thucyd.  ifcoX^Yim  iiriuxu  dixit 
pro  Conditione  sqna,  ut  fcribit  Budxus.  Sed  alibi  apud 
cum  ablativus  ifuXoy/u  varie  redditxir.  lib.  r.  tcm  ;tywf 
iv/^nrxt  Kuf  •^Xoficcv,  Tandem  compofuerunt  certa  condi- 

tione, 
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licr  whatfoevcr  flie  would  aflc;^  The  authors 
i>f  tlie  tranllatiori  ftyled  the  Septuagint  (ac- 
cording to  ihfe  Alexandrine  M.  S.),  ufe  the 
fame  term  to  exprcfs  an  oath  and  word  by  God 
hinifelf,  to  confii'nl  a  threatening:  ''  Behold, 
1  HAVE  is  wo  It  N  by  my  great  name  faith  the 
Lord*/'  &c.  Yea^  it  has  a  fpecial  fitncfs  to 
txprefs  the  duty  for  which  wc  contend^  as  well 
as  civil  contrai5ls^  or  wicked  combinations  ;  as 
it  is  ufed  both  by  claffic  authors  in  the  Greek 
language  "j^^  arid  by  the  fore  (aid  authors  of  the 
Septuagint,  to  denote  a  vow,  which  is  notliing 
tile   than    a    facrcd   covenant  if.       Hence  we 

may 

*  Jer.  xiiv.  26.       f  Exponltur  ct  Voverc  a  Budaeo  iit 
hoc  loco  Herod  iani,  tlfctxiynn  x'^fit^^m,  text  ifS-vi  evri^M. 
J  Levit.  xxii.  18.  Jer.  xliv.  25. 

tionc,  vel  certis  conditionibus.  Aiit,  AccelTcrunt  ad  con- 
^tioneni  et  pavflioneni,  ut  etiam  loquunter  interJum  Ln- 
6ni.  Exponitur  item,  Taiidem  compofuerunt  et  in  (idem 
J'«:epti  limt." — *'  Apud  eundem  Hon  feinel  a-«f«nir«f#«< 
aliquam  verbem  pro  Ad  deditjoneni  adigere  paiflione, 
feu  conipolitioiie.  Ut,  5v>f«ij  xm*  rtif  rit  £Vi}«e^>«v  9r«Xt$fK*Ztr«if 
TrtifUTnTatf^Mt  •i««A«fi«.  Sed  et  ipfx  nrbes  dicnntur  vftfx^^fttv 
dicui  /^A#//«,  pro  Dedcre  fe  feu  deditionein  facere  pac- 
tione,  (ant  etiam  omittendo  hunc  ablativum)  vel,  In  fidem 
ife  dare.  5ic  alitem  et  •V«A»r<»i  Kfi^^**>  apud  Herodotnm. 
Item  pro  Fad  us  in  ire,  Pacifci.  quod  et  •uoXcfi'»9  «-o<r«r^«* 
apud  eundem  Thucydidem.  Apud  Ariiloteleui  Ka6' 
cfux»l/itf  Bud.  vcrtit  Cum  co  ut  patflum  conitituatiu*.  Ex- 
ponit  aucem  et  Stipulationem  eontrat^us  apud  eundem. 
Plato  in  Critonc  /^A^fiVf  et  XvttiKmt  copula\it,  nt  Latine 
Pada  et  conventa  faepc  conjunguntiu-."— '^  o'/u0Adfy>i» 
i«AXi|A##«,  Vel  (impliciter  /^A^TiT^if,  Plat.  Inter  nos  convc- 
nit.  Idem  in  Critone,  •^»A*yjj*ti«/  t^ym  Ktu  ei?  Ao'yf,  ita  con- 
»  Bbbb  vcniflb. 
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may  juftly  concliKlc,  that  the  Church  of  Epfc^' 
fus  was  a  covenanted  church  ;  yea,  the  pro- 
feflion  of  faith  in  all  the  Apoftolic  Churches 
was  a  covenanted  one, — -a  profeflion  by  which 
they  vowed  to  abide, — -a  profeflion  unto  which 
they  engaged  with  every  folemnity,  that  of  an 
oath  not  excepted  r  This  {enfe  of  the  term  is 
as  agreeably  to  the  fcope  of  the  place  as  to 
the  ufual  acceptation  of  itr  It  Was  extremely 
proper  to  put  the  Hebrews  in  mind  of  thofe  fo- 
lemn  engagements  into  which  they  entered  at 
their  firit  admiflion  into  the  Gofpel  Churchy 
when  they  were  about  to  be  expofed  to  hazard 
on  account  of  theui,  left  at  any  time  they  fliould 

fall  from  their  Qwn  fteadfaftnefs. As  to  the 

feafon  of  this  duty.  It  was  performed  prior  to 
their  admiffion  to  fealing  ordinances,  and  fpe- 
cial  pi-ivileges  of  the  Gofpel  Church :  It  was 
the  foundation  of  fellowfliip  anwng  her  mem- 
bers :  They  entered  into  thefe  engagements 
even  prior  unto  their  admiffion  to  baptifm ; 
and,  for  this  reafon,  the  ancients  termed  it  the 
BAPTISMAL  COVENANT.  The  greater  part 
of  thofe  who  were  admitted  into  the   Golpel 

venifle.  Et  cum  infinitivo.  Ifieiis,  xetl  tt  ^r  ri  ifv#^  «vfy 
af^tXiyovv  utect  iV  N<ic«5*p«rov.  Demofthencs,  «HV  titfty  ifuX** 
ytivstifTx  fin  «^«)iri«f.— «-Oji6«Aoy*  Spondeo,  Roganti  promitto. 
"Ot  Budseus  exponic  in  hoc  Libanii  loco,  ^m  (*i9  wi*^A«- 
yiMue   w^of    aeMwy  mq  vrtivrotf  Mf  vixfai  rov  rv^ti,'^  *'  Sic  dlCl- 

tur  efiohcyitv  fttrilf,  pacilci  merccdem."  Thefaiir.  Ling. 
Grate,  in  vocem. — — — Alfo,  confuk  Valesius  in  notas 

ad  Harpocrationem,  p.  2fo. Lambert  Bos  Anim* 

adveHIou.  ad  Scriptotes  ^Qofdam  Graxas^  p.  24. 

Church 
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CImrcli  being  adults,  they  were  capable  of  ma- 
king this  f()lemn  declaration,  to  found  coi  fi- 
dcnce  in  the  minds  of  thofe  who  received  them. 

Tlic   fyftem   to  which  they  aflentcd  was 

probably  drawn  up  by  fuch  officers  in  the 
Church  as  received  the  candidates  whooftcred* 
Thus, Paul  drew  up  a  FORM  OF  souNp  word;^ 
for  Timothy :  Said  he,  ''  Hold  fall  the  forfti 
of  found  words  which  thou  haft  heard  of  mt," 
&c. 

THIRDLY,  I  fhall  enquire  if  thcfe  engage- 
ments were,  on  (pecial  occafions,  renewed  by 
the  members  of  the  Apoftolic  Churches,  and 
that  witli  divine  approbation.  I  conclude  in 
the  alfii'mative,  for  tlie  following  rcafons. 

I .  The  Churches  of  Macedonia  were 
brought  into  great  trials,  which  they  bore 
witii  cheerfulnefs  and  joy ;  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  to  exercife  their  liberality  for  the  relief 
of  the  faints,  which  they  did  with  readinefs  : 
But  how  did  they  atchieve  thefe  things  ?  "  And 
this  they  did;  not  as  we  hoped*,  but  firft  gave 
their  own  felves  to  the  Lord,  and  unto  us  bv 
the  will  of  God.*  This  folemn  dedication  is 
not  that  which  obtained  at  the  admifllon  of 
the  members  of  thefe  churches  unto  baptifm  ^ 
but  fuch  as  took  place  a  longtime  afterwards. 
it  will  not  be   improper,  however,   to  take  a 

more  narrow  furvey  of  this  text. The  duty 

performed,  ^'  They  gave  then-  own  felves  uu- 
B  b  b  b   2  to 
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to  the  Lord*."  The  foundation  of  faith  in 
fuch  a  duty  lies  in  that,  or  the  Uke  promife^ 
''  One  (hall  fay,  1  am  the  Lord's."  They  de. 
dicated  themfelves  unto  him  as  his  people. 
This  is  the  only  fenfe  in  which  perfons,^  already 
in  a  church  ftate,  can  be  faid  to  give  them^ 

felves  unto  the  Lord.^ ^The  Apoftle    adds^ 

*•  And  to  us,  by  the  m  ill  of  God."  Learned  men 
h<1\'e  viewed  this  teftimony  in  various  lights^ 
Some  midjcrftand  it  of  fubjefting  themfelve$ 

tQ 

*  The  folemnity  of  this  prafeffion  Pr  Owen  treats,j 
EX  PROFEsso,  ill  another  work  bcHdes  his  Commentary 
on  the  Epillle  to  the  Hebrews.  It  .may  not  be  improper 
to  make  a  few  oxtraJls  from  it  in  this  place,  as  it  is  not 
in  the  hands  of  every  reader  ;  **  The  way  whereby  per-* 
/ons  enter  into  a  church  ftate  is,  by  mutual  r.oN>EDE-. 
RATION,  or  folemn  agreemenr  for  the  performance  of 
all  the  duties  wTiich  the  Lord  Chrift  hath  preftribed  nn-i 
to  his  difciples  in  fuch  churches;  and  in  order  to  the  ex-, 
crcife  of  tJie  power  wherewith  they  are  intrufted,  ac- 
cording to  the  rule  of  the  word.  The  things  enfuing 
are  clear  and  evident :  i.  The  Lord  Chrift,  by  his  au- 
thority, hath  inftituted  this  church  ftate.  2.  That,  by 
his  word,  he  hath  granted  powers  and  privileges  unto 
this  church  ;  and  prefcribed  duties  unto  all  belonging  to 
it.  3.  That  he  doth  require  and  command  all  his  dif- 
ciples to  join  themfelves  in  a  chur?h  relation  ;  warrant- 
ing them  fo  to  da  by  his  word  and  command.  Where- 
fore, 4.  This  JOINING  OF  TH  EMSELVES,  whereon  de- 
pends all  their  intereft  in  church  powers  and  prrvilegea, 
—all  their  obligation  unto  church  dtyies,  is  a  voluntary 
$i(fl  ^f  the  obedience  of  faith  imto  the  authority  of  Chrift^ 
nor  can  U  b^  any  thing  elfe.  5.  Herein  thev  give 
THEMSELVES  UNTO  THE  LoRD,  and  to  ouc  another,  ac- 
varding  to  the  will  of  God.  6.  To  give  ourselves 
c.\TQ  ti;e  l-oai>jE5Vs  Christ  is,  exprefsly  to  engage  ^^ 
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to  fuch  as  are  over  th^m  in  the  Lord,  to  b© 
guided  by  them  in  all  the  ordinances  of  the 
Gofpel.  Others  underftand  it  of  giving  their 
i-Qntribution  into  their  hand,  to  be  dirtributed 
according-  to  their  wifdom.  The  former, 
ijihich  is  the  mod  natural  connection  of  the 
words,  is  mofli  generally  received. 

The   perfons  wlio    performed   thefe    dn- 
ties    are,    as    the    connedtion    intimates,     the 

Churclies 

<Jo  and  obferve  all  that  he  hath  appofinted  andcommand-t 
ed  in  the  church ;  as  the  phrafc  every  where  fignifieth 
in  Scripture  ;  as  alfo^  joining  ourselves  unto  the 
LoRPy  which  is  the  fame.  7.  This  resignation  of  our- 
felves.unto  the  will,  power,  and  authority  of  Chrift,  with 
an  exprefs  engagement  made  unto  him  of  doing  and  ob- 
ferving  all  his  commandments,  hath  the  nature  of  a  co« 
venant  on  our  part ;  and  it  hath  fo  on  his,  by  virtue  of 
the  promife  of  his  fpecial  prefence,  annexed  unto  thi^ 
engagement  on  our  part,  Matth.  xxviii.  19.  20.  8. 
There  are  three  things  required  unto  a  covenant  be- 
tween God  and  men:  (r.)  That  it  be  of  God's  appoints 
i^ient.  (2.)  That,  upon  a  prefcription  of  duties,  tliere  be 
a  folemn  engagement  unto  the  performance  of  them  on 
the  part  of  man.  (3.)  That  there  be  a  fpecial  promife  of 
God  annexed  thereunto  (I  would  rather  fay  prefixed),  in 
>vhich  confiits  the  matter  of  confederation,  w  hereof  mutual 

lUpulation  is  the  form;  all  concur  herein." *^  i  f .  There 

are  many  mutual  duties  required  of  all  who  join  them* 
felves  in  church  focieties,  and  powers  to  be  exercifed  and 
fubmitted  unto,  whercunto  none  can  be  obliged  "^thout 
their  own  confrnt.  They  muft  give  themfijlves  to  ona 
another  by  the  will  of  God  ;  that  is,  they  mniV  agree, 
<;onfent,  and  engage  among  thcmfelves,  to  pbfervc  all 
^ofe  duties,  to  ufe  all  thofe  privileges,  and  to  exercife 
^U  tUofe  po\y^r8  which  the  Lord  Chrill  hath  prcibribed 

aa4 


Digitized  by 


Google 


566  DISSERTATION     XVL 

Churches  in  Macedonia.  There  were  more 
than  one  church  in  Macedonia  ;  and  all  of 
tliem  Cecm  to  have  concurred  in  tJiis  duty. 
The  dedication  was  folemn  and  focial ;  and 
the  pra^Sticc  appears  to  have  been  univerfal. 

The   feafon  in  which  they  performed  this 
duty.    This  was  not  at  tlieir  firft  erection.    In- 
dependents have  pleaded  for  church-covenants 
to  conftitute  fingle  churches,  of  no  greater  ex- 
tent 

and  granted  unto  his  church,  Jcr.  1.  4,  5."— — <*  14.  Now, 
"whereas  thefe  things,  in  themfelves,  and  for  the  fiib^ 
ftancc  of  them,  are  known  gofpel  duties,  which  all  be- 
lievers arc  indifpeniibly  obliged  unto,  the  more  exprefs 
our  engagement  is  concerning  them,  the  more  do  we 
glorify  Chrift  in  our  profeffion,  and  the  greater  fenfe  of 
duty  will  abide  on  our  confciences,  and  the  greater  en- 
couragement be  given  unto  the  perfoi*mance  of  mutual 
duties  ;  as  alfo,  the  more  evident  will  the  warrant  be 
for  the  exercife  of  church  power,  i  j.  The  Lord  Chriii: 
liaving  inllituted  and  appointed  officers,  rulers,  or  lead- 
ers in  his  Church,  to  look  into  the  difcharge  of  all 
church  duties  among  the  members  of  it,  to  adioinider 
and  difpenfe  all  its  privileges,  and  to  exercife  all  its  au- 
thority, THE   CONSENT   AND   ENGAGEMENT  iufifled  OU,  IS 

exprefsly  required  unto  the  conftitution  of  this  order, 
and  the  prefervation  of  it.  16.  Wherefore,  the  formal 
caufe  of  a  church  confilleth  in  an  obediential  aA  of  be- 
lievers, in  fach  numbers  as  may  be  ufeful  unto  the  ends 
of  the  churches  edification,  jointly  giving  up  tliemfelves 
unto  the  Lord  jefus  Chrift,  to  do  and  obferve  all  his  com- 
mands, reding  on  the  promife  of  his  fpecial  prcf?ncc 
therein,  giving  and  communicating  all  the  rights,  "power, 
und  privileges  of  his  Church  unto  ihem;  and,  in  a  mutual 
ogreement  among  themfelves,  jointly  to  perform  all  the 
duties  required  of  them  iu  that  flate  ;  with  an  efpetial 
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tent  than  one  congregation ;  but  this  was  by 
churches  already  conftitutcd  ;  ami  it  is  extend- 
ed to  more  congregations  than  one,  on  the  oc- 
cafion  oi  their  contributing  to  the  relief  of  their 
brethren  at  Jerufalem.  The  churches  of  Ma- 
cedonia con(ifted  chiefly,  if  not  wholly,  of  Gen- 
tile believers :  At  this  time  they  rotended  a 
fpcciar  si&  of  communion  with  the  Jews.  How 
fliall  they  accomplifh  it  ?  They  dedicate  their 
pcrfons  unto  the  Lord,  prior  to  tlie  dedication 
of  their  fubftance  for  the  relief  of  his  people. 

The    manner    in    which    they  performed 

tliis  duty. ^They  gave  it  a  firll  place,  as  a 

mod:  proper  prelude  unto  others  j  as  it  was  a 
firft,  or  principal  duty. — i — It  was  unexpc<9:ed. 
The  Apoftlc  expected,  indeed,  that  they  fhould 
attend  unto  the  preaching  of  tlie  golpel,  and 

fiibje*5tion  unto  the  {pirituaf  authority  of  rules  and  rulers 

appointed  by  Chrift  in   that  Hate." ^'  21.  The  fame 

waj  for  the  ereJlion  of  a  church  Itate,  for  the  participa* 
tion  of  the  more  excellent  privileges  of  the  gofpcl,  and 
performance  of  the  duties  of  it ;  for  the  fubitance  of  it 
IS  ftill  continued,  (viz.  as  under  the  Old  Teftament) ; 
For  the  conflitution  of  fiich  a  fociety  as  a  church  is,  entrull- 
ed  with  powers  and  privileges,  by  covenant,  or  mutual 
confent,  with  an  engagement  unto  the  performance  of 
all  the  duties  belonging  to  it, — ^hath  its  foimdadon  in 
the  light  of  nature,  fo  far  as  it  hath  any  thing  in  com- 
mon with  other  voluntary  relations  and  fbcieties  ;  was 
inftituted  by  God  himfelf,  as  the  way  and  means  of  ere«5l- 
ing  the  church  ftate  o£  the  Old  Teftament ;  and  confift- 
eth  in  the  performance  of  fuch  duties  as  are  exprefslr 

required  by  all  believers." True  Nature  of  a  Gofpel 

Church,  chap.  ii. 
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the  adminilh^ation  of  the  facramcnts  of  Bap- 
tifin  and  the  Lord's  Supper ;  but,  as  thefe 
churches  had  been  lately  eredled,  and^  as  their 
members  had  covenanted  at  their  admiflion  un- 
to (pecial  privileges,  he  did  not  expcd:  a  reno- 
vation of  the m  at  this  time. Neverrthelefs, 

ic  met  with  divine  approbation.     It  was  dont 

ACCORDING    TO    THE    WILL    OF    GoD.       Th  E 

WILL  OF  God  is  the  reafon  of  duty, — a  valid 
reafon  unto  every  confcientious  perfbn :  The 
WILL  OF  God  is  the  rule  and  meafure  of  du- 
ty,— even  his  revealed  will  in  his  word.  Little, 
if  any,  of  the  New  Teilanient  had  been  writ^ 
ten  when  this  duty  was  performed  :  The  canon 
of  it,  at  leaft,  was  by  no  means  fettled.  But 
they  had  abundant  notice  of  his  will,  as  to  this 
duty,  in  the  Old  Teftament :  And  they  ^evcr 
dreamed  but  gofpel  churches  were  built  upon 
the  foundation  of  the  Prophets,  as -well  as 
that  of  tile  Apostles. 

2.1  HAVE  another  rca(on  for  concluding  that 
the  engagements  of  Chriftians  in  the  Apoito- 
lic  Churches  were,  on  proper  occafions,  renew- 
ed ;  and  that  is.  The  Teftimony  of  Martyrs. 
Every  martyr  is,  upon  the  matter,  a  covenant- 
er. ^Vhen  perfons  were  brought  to  martyr- 
dom, they  gave  not  only  an  explicit  teftimony, 
for  which  they  fuffered,  .but  their  adherence 
w  as  frequently  repeated,  and  publicly  avowed* 

DISSEK- 
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O    K       T    H    fi 

FOEDERAL    TRANSACTIONS 

WHICH  OBTAINED  IN  THE 

THREE   FIRST   CENTURIES 

OF      tut 

CHRISTIAN    CHURCH, 

IMMEDIATELY  AFTER  THE  APOSTOLIC  AGE. 


IN  the  foregoing  Diflcrtations  I  have  been 
able  to  authenticate  the  facets  I  have  nar- 
rated by  inlpired  hiftory.  In  the  following,  I 
muft  content  myfelf  with  fuch  evidence  as  can 
be  produced  from  the  monuments  of  uninfpired 
antiquity,  taken  in  conncAiort  with  Scripture 
prophecy,  relating  to  Xht  times  to  which  thele 
memoirs  do  refer.  The  period  under  confi- 
deration  has  fewer  monuments  of  the  hiftorical 
Wnd  than  others  which  might  be  jiJentioned, 
^  Cccc  indeed} 
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indeeJ  ;  but  thoTe  which  cxirt  are  genninef 
and  lefs  enveloped  in  fable^  than  thofe  of  the 
following  centuries,  which  were  forged  in  the 
dark  reign  of  nionkifh  fuperftition  and  falfc- 
lioods  J  having  apoftolic  men,  for  fome  time, 
as  living  members;  fo  they  had  a  more  facred 
regard  for  apodolic  inftitutions,  and  kept  nigh- 
er  the  pattern  fliewed  in  tlie  mount.  We  have 
not  related  any  of  their  deeds,  as  of  equal  au- 
thority with  the  example  of  infpired  perfons ; 
or  as  of  any  authority  at  all,  farther  than  they 
exemplify  divine  inftitutions.  But  in  fo  far  as 
tliey  ai^ed  up,  in  any  meafure,  unto  the  facred 
ftandard,  their  example  is  worthy  of  our  imi- 
tation*  It  becomes  us  to  tread  in  the  foot- 
fteps  of  the  flock.  The. plan  we  defig^  to  pur- 
fue  is, — ^I.  To  furvey  the  Creeds,  Confeflions, 
and  Covenants  which  took  place  dvuing  the 
lime  we  have  (pecified. — ^11.  The  Circumftan- 
ces  of  the  Church,  which  rendered  thefe  fit 
and  (eafonable. — III.  The  Natui'al  and  A^^al 
tendency  of  fiich  TranfaAions. 

FIRST,  I  muft  furvey  the  Creeds,  Con- 
I'EssiONS,  and  Covenants  which  obtained 
in  the  three  firft  centuries  of  the  Chriftian 
Church,  immediately  after  the  apoftolic  age. 
This  province  has  been  cultivated  by  manyj 
but  few  have  attended  to  it  with  that  diligence 
and  induftry  which  the  importance  of  the  fub- 
JciSl  demands.  TLTieir  labours,  however,  have 
been  ferviceable  in  this  matter*     I  noticed  ai- 
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ready,  that  the  paftors  of  particular  churches 
formed  creeds  unto  fuch  as  fubmitted  unto 
their  miniftry:  Hence,  we  need  not  greatly 
>vonder,  if  we  find  fome  verbal  difference  a- 
mong  them,  while  they  were  materially  and 
fubftantially  the  fame.  It  is  our  purpofe  to  in- 
lert  as  literal  a  tranflation  as  poffible  of  fuch 
creeds  as  have  come  to  hand,  fubjoining  the 
original  in  the  notes ;  fb  that  the  intelligent 
reader  may  judge  for  himfclf  as  to  tlie  jufticc 
and  propriety  of  it  *. 

Irek^us  gives  us  the  firfl  compofition, 
which  bears. the  name  of  a  creed,  to  the  fol- 
lo\%ing  purpofe:  "  For,  although  the  Church 
be  difiufed  over  all  the  world,  yet  (he  received 
from  the  ApofUes,  and  their  difciples,  the  Faith 
in  one  God  the  Father,  Almighty,  the  maker 

♦  Prior  to  Irfnaeiis,  we  have  a  Aimmary  of  faith  which 
fome  ftjle  a  Creed,  others  not,  given  by  Ignatius.  Tho* 
it  does  not  bear  the  form  of  one,  yet  I  have  thought  pro- 
per here  to  infert  Bilhop  Wake's  tranflation  of  it ;  as  it 
is  the  fame  in  fubftahce  with  fome  others  acknowleged 
to  be  creeds :  '*  Stop  your  ears  therefore,  as  often  as 
any  one  fhalJ  {peak  contrary  to  Jeius  Chrift ;  who  was 
of  the  race  of  David,  of  the  Virgin  Mary.  Who  was 
truly  bom,  and  did  eat  and  drink  ;  was  truly  perfecuted 
under  Pontius  Pilate ;  was  truly  crucified  and  dead ; 
both  thole  in  heaven  and  on  earth,  and  under  the  earth, 
being  (peiflators  of  it ;  Who  was  alfo  truly  raifed  from 
the  dead  by  his  Father,  after  the  fame  manner  as  he  will 
alio  raife  up  us  who  believe  in  him,  by  Chrift  Jefus ; 
without  whom  we  have  no  true  life."  Ic  natius's  Epiftle 
to  the  Trallians^  chap.  ix.  Edit.  4,  by  Biihop  Wake^ 
London^  173  7*     • 
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of  heaven  and  earth,  and  fca,  and  all  things 
in  them ;  And  in  one  Chrill  Jcfus,  the  Son  of 
God,  incarnate  for  our  falvation ;  And  in  one 
Holy  Spirit,  who  announced  by  the  Prophets 
the  difpcnfations  of  Jefus  Chrift,  the  Belored, 
our  Lord,  and  bis  coming,  and  his  being  bom 
of  a  virgin,  and  his  paflion  and  rcfiMTcdlion 
from  the  dead,  and  his  afcenlion  in  the  fleflt 
into  heaven ;  and  his  coming  from  heaven  in 
the  glory  of  the  Father,  to  gather  all  things 
together  into  one,  and  to  raife  up  the  bodies 
of  all  men ;  that,  according  to  the  will  bf  the 
invifible  Father,  every  knee  (hould  bow  of 
things  in  heaven  and  things  on  earth,  to  Chrift 
Jefus  our  Lord  and  God  and  Saviour  and  King; 
and  that  every  tongue  (hould  confefs  to  him: 
and  tliat  he  may  exercife  juft  judgment  upon 
all,  and  fend  fpriritual  wickednefles,  and  tranf-^ 
grelfing  and  apoftate  angels,  and  all  ungod. 
ly,  unrighteous,  and  lawlefs  and  blafphemlng 
men  into  eternal  fire  ;  but  conferring  life  ou^ 
tlie  righteous  and  holy^  who  keep  his  com^ 
jnandments,  and  continue  in  his  love,  whether 
from  the  beginning,  or  from  the  time  of  their 
confeffion  ;  and  that  he  may  give  utito  them 
iiumortality,  an4  put  them  into  poITedion  of 
eternal  glpry*."    The  lanxe  author  exjiibits  an- 

r^>  rTif  yii  thinr»fiuini  ^etfti  it  rSw  mTF^iiXvf  xai  rsit  vtufsft  fim^ 

rZv  TufMX^fifi'oM  vhvy   lis  sW  &ic9  ir«7{f«  vaU^K^ttroftc,   T«r  mitu^ 
Kortt,  Tor  \ifxut  }f«ci  rnf  ynt  kkI  rkf,  ^etXtia-a^i^   jcmt  vavlm  rtt  u  «t^ 

v#-i*  rh  if^tliPfcs  Tvlnfi*^,**  ^c.     hih\  I.  cap.  ii.  p.  35,  36. 
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other  form,  greatly  fliorter,  to  the  following 
purpofe :  "  I  believe  in  one  fJod,  the  maker 
of  heaven  and  earth,  and  all  thmgs  which  arc 
in  them,  by  Jefiu  Chrift  the  Son  of  God,  who, 
for  his  moll  eminent  love  to  his  own  works, 
condefcended  to  be  born  of  a  virgin,  himfelf 
uniting  man  to  God,  and  fufFered  under  Pon- 
tius Pilate,  and  rifing  (from  the  dead)  he  was 
received  up  into  glory,  and  flmll  conxe  in  glo- 
ry, the  Saviour  of  thofe  who  are  faved,  and 
the  Judge  of  thofe  who  are  condemned,  fend- 
ing into  eternal  fire  the  perverters  of  his  truth, 
-—the  defjrifers  of  his  Father,  and  his  coming*."  ' 
The  next  authentic  monument,  which  prefenta 
HS  with  any  creeds,  is  the.  works  of  TertulUan. 
There  are  three  forms  of  this  kind  in  thofe 
works  of  his,  which  are  acknowlegcd  genuine. 
The  firft  may  be  rendered  into  Englifh  in  the 
following  terms :  *^  The  rule  of  faith  which  is 
profcfled,  is  that  by  which  we  believe  one  God 
only,  and  no  other  belides  the  Creator  of  tlie 
world,  who  produced  theuniverfe  of  nothing, 
by  his  word,  fent  fortlx  before  ail  things  ;   Thi$ 

.♦  <*  Creclo  in  uniim  Deuui  fabric rU-orem  cocli,  ac  terrar^ 
et  omnium  qiue  in  els  funt,  per  Chriitum  Jefum  Dei  Fill* 
nm,  qui  propter  eminentiiiimam  erga  Flgmentum  fuuiu 
dilec^onem^  earn  qux.  elTet  ex  Virgine  geuerationem  fufli- 
nuit^  ipfe  per  fe  hominem  aduiiana  Deo,  et  pailbs  fuU 
Pontic  Pilato,  et  refurgons,  et  in  daritate  receptus,  iu 
gloria  venturus  Salvatof  eoruni  qui  judicautur,  et  mit- 
tens in  ignem  acternum  transHguratorrs  vcritatis,  et  coii« 
temptores  patris  lUi  ct  advcuius  ejus,'*  Lib,~IlI.  cap.  iv, 
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Word  is  called  his  Son,  who  appeared  at  fun- 
dry  times,  and  divers  manners,  unto  the  patri- 
archs,  and  was  heard  ((peaking)  in  the  pro- 
phets, in  the  name  of  God,  at  laft  defcended, 
by  the  power  and  Spirit  of  the  Father,  into  the 
Virgin  Mary,  and  was  made  flefli  in  her  womb, 
and  of  her  was  bom  the  man  Jefiis  Chrift,  who, 
from  that  time,  preached  a  jnew  Law,  and  a 
new  promife  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven  ;  who 
did  mighty  works  j  was  fixed  to  the  crofs ;  the 
the  third  day  rofe  again ;  was  taken  up  into 
heaven,  and  fitteth  at  the  right  hand  of  the  Fa- 
ther, to  fend  the  vicarious  power  of  his  Holy 
Spirit,  to  conduiS:  them  who  believe  :  Who 
(hall  come  in  glory  to  take  the  faints  unto  the 
enjoyment  of  eternal  life  and  heavenly  promi« 
ies  ;  and  the  profane  to  be  adjudged  to  eter* 
nal  fire ;  having  made  reilitution  to  both  par- 
ties by  the  redwrec^ion  of  the  flefh**'*  A  fe- 
cond  form,  from  the   fame  author,   may  be 

rendered 

*  *'  Rcgula  efl:  autem  fidci,  ut  jam  hinc  quid  crcda- 
mus  profiteamury  ilia,  fcil.  qua  creditur  :  Unum  oranino 
Deutn  ede  ;  nee  alium  prseter  niimdi  conditorem  ;  qui 
univerfa  de  nihilo  produxerit,  per  vcrbum  funm  primo 
omnium  emiflum  :  Id  verbum  filium  ejus  appellatum,  in 
nomine  Dei  varicvifum  Patriarchis,  in  Prophctis  fempcr 
auditum,  poftremo  delatum  ex  fpiritu  Dei  patris  et  vir* 
tute  in  Virginem  Mariam,  carnem  fa<^um  in  utero  ejus, 
et  ex  ea  natnm  homincm  et  cfle  Jefum  Chriftmn :  e.xinde 
prxdicafle  novam  legem,  et  novam  promilfionem  rcgni 
coelomm,  virtutes  fecifle :  Fixum  cruci ;  Tenia  die  re- 
furrexifle  :  In  coelos  ereptiun  federe  ad  dexteram  patris; 
Mi^e  vicariani  vim  fpiritus  fandti  qui  credentes  agat; 
Vcntwiim  Qimi  claritate,  ad  fumcndos  fandos  in  ritm  «* 
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rendered  thus :  "  We  believe  in  one  God,  yet, 
under  this  difpenfation,  which  we  call  the  Oe- 
CONOMY,  That  God  hath  a  Son,  who  proceed- 
ed from  hun,  by  whom  all  things  were  made, 
and  without  Wm  was  nothing  made :  We  be- 
lieve, that  he  was  fcnt  into  a  virgin,  and  bom 
of  her ;  (he  was)  both  God  and  man,  the  Son 
of  Man  and  the  Son  of  God,  fumamed  Jefus 
Chrift:  That  he  firffered,  was  dead,  and  buried, 
according  to  the  Scriptures  ;  that  he  was  raifed 
again  by  the  father,  and  taken  up  into  heaven, 
to  fit  at  the  right  hand  of  the  Father ;  that 
he  (hall  come  to  judge  the  quick  and  the  dead ; 
from  whence  alfo  he  lent  the  Pakaclet  e,  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  from  the  Father,  according  to  his 
own  promife,  the  fan^ifier  of  the  faith  of  thofe 
who  believe  ih  the  father,  Son,  and  Holy 
Ghoft*/'    The  laft,  and  ftiorteft,  form  we  (hall 

extra<% 

tensB  et  promiflbrum  co&leftium  fnuflnm,  et  ad  prapha- 
nos  judicandos  igni  perpetuo,  fa<5la  ntriufque  partis  re* 
fnfcitatione  cum  camis  refarretftione/*  Praefcript  cap. 
xiii. 

•  **  No3  vero  et  femper,  et  nunc  magis  ut  inftra<ftiorcs 
per  ParacIetHin  deduiflorem,  fell,  omnis  veritatis^  unicnin 
qnidem  Deiim  credimus :  Tub  Kac  tanien  difpenfatione^ 
qaam  <£conpmiam  dicimus,  ut  unici  Dei  fit  et  filius  fermo 
ipfius,  qui  ex  ipfo  proceilerit,  per  quem  omnia  fa<te  Am t^ 
ct  fine  quo  faiflum  eft  nihil.  Hunc  mifiiim  a  patre  in 
virginem,  et  ex  ea  natum  Iiominem  et  Deum,  filium  ho- 
minis,  et  filium  Dei,  et  cognominatum  Jefum  Chriftum. 
Hunc  paflum,  hunc  mortuuni  et  fepultum  fecundum  fcrip* 
turas,  et  refufcitatum  a  patre,  et  in  coelog  reAunptum, 
federe  ad  dexteram  patris,  venturum  judicare  vivos  et 

mortuos. 
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extract  from  this  Father  may  be  exprelTed  itt 
the  following  terms :  "  There  is  only  one  ruk 
of  faith,  and  it  alone  is  immoveable  and  in- 
capable of  being  amended,  viz.  That, which 
teachcth  us  to  believe  in  one  God  Almighty, 
the  maker  of  the  univerfe  ;  and  in  his  Son  Jc* 
fus  Chrift,  bom  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  crucified 
und^r  Pontius  Pilate,  raifcd  from  the  dead  the 
third  day,  received  up  into  heaven,  now  fitting 
on  the  right  hand  of  the  Father,  who  fhall 
come  to  judge  both  the  quick  and  the  dead, 
tJirouirh  the  refurreAion  of  the  flcfh  *."  A  few 
years  after  this  author,  flouriflied  Or  to  en: 
Among  the  fragments  of  his  works,  confefTed 
to  be  genuine,  is  to  be  found  the  following  fum* 
niary  of  faith  :  "  There  is  one  God  who  created 
all  things,  and  formed  them,  who  made  the  uni- 
verfe of  nothing :  The  God  of  all  righteous 
perfons,  from  the  firft  creation  and  ftate  of 
the  world, — of  Adam,  Abel,  Seth,  Enos  Enoch, 
Noah,  Shcm,  Abraham,  Ifaac,  Jacob,  the 
twelve  Patriarchs,   Mofes,  and  the  Prophets; 

mortuos.     Qui  exinde  miferit  fecundum  promiffionem 
fuam  a  patre  iplritum  fandium  Paracletum,  fan^ificato- 
rem  fidci  eorum  qui  crcdunt  in  paf rem  et  fllium  et  fpiri-  )^ 
turn  fantftum."     Contra  Prax.  cap.  ii. 

*  **  Regula  quidem  fidei  una  omnino  eft.  Tola  immo" 
bills,  et  irreformabilis,  credendi  fcil.  in  unicum  Denm 
omnipotentem,  mundi  conditorem,  et  filium  ejus  Jefum 
Chriftum,  nattim  ex  Virgine  Maria,  crudfixum  fub  Pontio 
Pilato,  tertia  die  refufcitatum  a  mortuis,  receptum  in 
coelis,  fedentem  nuncaddexteramPatris,  Tenturuhi  judi- 
care  vivos  et  mortuos,  per  camis  etiam  rtfurreciioncm.'* 
Dc  Velaud.  Virgin,  cap.  i. 

and 
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and  that  this  Gorl,  in  the  laft  daysj  fent  our 
Lord  Jefus  Ghrift^  as  he  had  before  piomifed 
by  his  prophets,  firft  to  call  Ifrael,  and  thea 
the  Gemiles,  after  the  inficfclity  of  his  people 
Ilracl.  This  jiift  and  good  God,  the  Father 
of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrirt, ,  gave  the  Law^  and 
the  Prophets,  and  the  Gofpels,  being  the  God 
of  the  Apoftles  and  of  both  the  Old  and  New 
Tcftament.  Then,'  becaufe  Jefus  Chrift  was, 
beg^otten  of  the  Father  before  every  creature^ 
it  is  hirafelf  who  comes,  that  he  might  minif 
ftcr  to  the  Father  in  every  condition  (for  by 
him  all  things  are  made)  in  the  laft  times, 
making  himfelf  of  no  reputation,  he  became 
man  r  He  was  incarnate  while  yet  he  was  God^ 
and"  contintjed  to  be  man  who  was  God  :  He 
aflumcd  a  body  like  imto  oiu's,  differing  only 
lA  this,  that  it  was  born  of  a  virgin  by  the 
Holy  Ghoft  :  And,  becaule  this  Jefils  was  bom 
and  fufiered  in  truth,  and  not  in  appearance, 
he  died  the  death  common  to  all  men  ;  for  he 
rofe  again  truly  from  the  dead  ;  and,  after  his^ 
refurreAion^  he  having  converfed  with  his  diA 
cipleSj  he  was  taken  up  into  heaven.  They 
then  delivered  unto  us,  that  the  Holy  Ghoft  is 
aflbciated,  in  honour  and  dignity,  v;ith  the  Fa- 
ther and  the  Son* J''  &c.  There  is  another  Creed 

to 

*  '^  Uilus  Dens  eft,  qui  omnia  creavit,  atque  compo- 

fmt,  quique  ex  nullis  fecit   efle  univerfa,   Deus  a'prima 

crearura  et  conditione  inuiidi  omniii|ii  juftonnn,  Adam, 

Abel,   Seth,  £n6s^   &c,    Et  quod  hie  Deu^in  noviffimia 
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to  be  found  in  works  afcribed  to  the  fame  au- 
thor; but,  as  there  are  fome  doubts  whether 
tliey  be  really  his  or  not,  I  fhall  not  flay  to  con- 
fider  it,  but  proceed  to  that  of  Gregory  Thau- 
maaturgus  :  "  There  is  one  God,  the  Father 
of  tlie  living  Word,  the  fubfifting  wifdom  and 
power,  and  characfter  of  the  eternals,  who  is 
the  perfect  begotten  of  a  perfeA,  a  Father  of 
an  oidy  begotten  Son,  and  one  Lord,  one  of 
onc,Xjod  of'God,  the  exprefs  image  and  cha- 
rai^ter  of  the  Godhead,  the  word  of  power,  the 
wifdom  that  comprehends  the  whole  f^dcmof 
the  univerfe,  the  power  that  made  every  crea- 
ture, the  true  Son  of  the  true  Father,  invifible' 
of  invifible,  incorruptible  of  mcorruptible,  im- 
mortal of  immortal,  eternal  of  eternal ;  And 

one 

diebus^  ficut  per  Prophetas  fuos  ante  promifcrat,  mifit 
Dominuni  noftrum  Jeriim  Chriftum,  primo  quideui  voca- 
tunim  Ifrael,  fecmido  vero  etiain  gentes  poll  perfidiam 
populi  Ifrael.  Hie  Dens  j\iftiis  ct  bonijs  pater  domini 
noltri  Jefu  Chrifti,  Legem  et  Prophetas  et  Evangelia  ipfe 
dedit,  qui  et  Apoftolorum  Deus  eft,  et  vetcris  et  noTi 
Teftamenti  :  Tuin  deinde  quia  Jefus  Chriftus  ipfe  qui 
venit,  ante  onmem  crcaturani  natus  ex  patre  eft:  Qtii 
cum  in  omnium  conditione  patri  miniftraiiet  (per  ipfum 
eiiim  omnia  faifla  funt)  noviilimis  temporibus  feipfnm 
exinaniens  homo  faiJlus  eft,  incamatus  eft  cum  DeusefTeti 
ct  homo  mandt  quod  Deus  erat.  Corpus  aflumpfit  cor- 
pori  noftro  fimilc,  eo  folo  diiFerens,  quod  natmn  ex  Vir- 
gine  et  Spiritu  SanJlo  eft,  et  quoniam  hie  Jefus  Chriftus 
natus  et  pailus  eft  in  veritate,  et  non  per  imaginenii 
communem  hanc  mortem  ^^ere  raortuus  eftj  -vercenima 
mortc  refurrexit,  et  poft  refmTctflionem  converfatoscum 
Difcipulis  fuis  aflumptus  eft.— —Turn  deinde  honore  ac 
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one  Holy  Ghoft,  having  his  fubfiftence  from 
God,  \vho  was  manifefted  unto  men  by  the 
Son,  being  the  perfeft  image  of  the  perfcCl 
Son,  the  living  caufe  of  all  liv^ing,  the  fountain 
of  holinefs,  eflcntial  funAity,  author  of  holi- 
nefs  in  all  others ;  in  'whom  God  the  Father 
is  manifefted,  who  is  above  all,  and  in  all ; 
and  God  the  Son,  who  is  through  all :  A  per- 
£e\3;  Trinity,  whofe  glory  is  undivided,  eterni- 
ty and  dominion  unfeparated.  In  this  Trinity, 
therefore,  there  is  nothing  created,  or  fervile, 
— ^nothing  adventitious,  or  extraneous,  that 
did  not  exift  before,  but  came  afterwards  into 
it :  The  Father  never,  exifted  without  the  Son, 
nor  the  Son  without  the  Spirit  ;  but  the  Trini- 
ty abides  the  fame  unchangeable  and  invari- 

dignitate  Patri  ac  FiUo  fociatuin  tradiderunt  Spiritum 
Sancflum,  in  hoc  nou  jam  inanifefte  difcernitur,  iitruin 
natQS  aut  innatus.  Sed  inqiiirenda  jam  ilia  pro  viribiis 
funt  de  Sacra  ScTiptura,  et  fagaci  perquilitionc  invcfli- 
ganda,  fane  qnod  iftc  Spirit^ns  Sanclus  unumqiicfnqne 
Sani5lonim  vcl  Prophctarum,  vel  Apoftoloruui  infpiravit, 
et  non  alius  Spritus  in  veteribus,  alius  vero  in  his^  qui 
in  adrenru  Chrifti  inipirati  £unt,  manifeftiffime'in  Ec- 
clefiis  pratdicatur.  Poll  haec  jam,  quod  aninia  fubflanti- 
am,  vitamque  habens  propriain,  cum  ex  hoc  mundo  dif- 
ceflerit,  et  pro  fuis  meritis  dilpcnfabit,  five  vitic  actcrnae 
ac  beatitudinis  hxreditate  potxtura,  fi  hoc  ei  fua  gefta 
pra:iliterint ;  five  igne  aeterno  ac  fuppliciis  inancipanda, 
fi  in  hoc  cam  fceleruin  culpa  drtorferit.  Sed  ct  quia  erit 
tempus  refiirredlionis  mortuorum,  cum  corpus  hoc  quod 
in  cormptione  feminatur,  fur^2;et  in  incorruptione,  et 
quod  fcminatur  in  ignominia;  .furget  iu  gloria/'  Ori- 
c  £  N,  in  Proaun,  Jib.     De  princij  >iis. 
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^ble  far  ^ver  *.**     This  author  was  one  of  Qri^ 
gen's  pupils,  in  the  Alexandrine  feminary  y  anc\ 
this   doiSlrine  was  probably  inftilled  into  him 
by  it :  It  is  exprefled  in  teriias  kfs  fimple,  and 
more  philofophic  than  any  former  fummary. — 
As  there  were  Creeds  compofcd  by  particular 
paftors,  whofe  writings  have  been  preferred  tq 
pur  time  ;   fo  it  is  highly  probable,  that,  after 
churches  were  planted,,  the  fame  Creeds  were 
continued,  and  new  members  received,  by  tefti- 
fying  their  approbation  of  them.      A  few  inn 
ftances  might  Be  adduced  to  this  purpofe  :  The. 
Church  of  Jerufalem  had  a  Creed,  which  bore 
its  name,  as  well  as  thofc  of  Ca^farea  and  Alex- 
-andria.    The  firft,  eXtra<^edYrom  the  commen- 
taries of  Cyril  of  Jerufalem,  runs  nearly  in  the 
following  terms  :    **  1  believe  in  one  God^  tlie 
Father  Almighty,  maker  of  heaven  and  earth, 
and  all  things  vifible  and  invifible  :  And  in  one 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,   the  only  begotten  Son  of 
God,  begotten  of  the  Father  before  all  ages, 
^he  true  God,  by  whpm  all  things  were  madej 

.\         ' 

**    E<V  5f^  ^^Ttjf  Afl'yK  ^I'v/^,    9-^^*0^^  If^tf^THfy  KtU  ^VfOftWU 

%ti  KVfi$(^y  fMv(^  IK  fAfftVy  5wf  Mk  ^dv.  «  j^etptcxlnf  x«<  thcim  rjr  ^t- 
THTOf,  A«y«5  ifi^y^Sf  0-p^m  T?;j  rSf  cXtit  cvrdrMg  ^npl^xTi»i|y  ku} 
2i/f»fing    rris    §X3i(   Kr/c-uts   Tadrtxii,   «'<»?  tiXifiiVcQ  aXn^fv  TrmrfC 

icxi  utlt«Q uidi'cv.  Km  ir  ^ntu^  ecy^f,  he  ^vlnf  vxtt^ifixcfj^ 
XXI   h  vicZ  Tt(Pr,9£Q    [J«A«3i9  Id  iQ  a9^fSi^oiC2  "'**"'  "^^  *'*•*'  *'«>-«*'•«'* 

4k^,    T^m.  n.  p.  978,  9j^y, 
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who  was  incarnate,  and  made  man;  who  was 
crucified  and  buried,  and  the  third  day  he  a-t 
rofe  again  from  the  dead,  and  afcended  into 
heaven,  and  litteth  on  the  right  hand  of  the 
Father,  and  fliall  come  to  judge  tlie  quick  and 
the  dead  ;  of  whofe  kingdom  there  IhaU  be  no 
end :  And  in  the  Holy  Ghoft,  the  comforter, 
who  fpake  by  the  p'ophets :  Jn  one  Ba|^ifm 
of  repentance,  in  the  remifl[ion  of  lins  ;  in  one 
Catholic  Church :  In  4:he  refurreAion  of  the 
flefh,  and  life  everlafting^/'  Bat  when  churches 
became  peftered  with  corriiptcl-s  of  the  faith, 
i:here  w^re  alfo  Creeds  formed  by  Councils, 
whether  Provincial  or  General.  That  of  An- 
tioch,  which  was  a  Provincial  Synod,  met  anno 
272,  and  npt  only  condemned  Paul  Samofate- 
nus ;  but' alfo  gave  out  a  Confellion  of  thcrr 
Faith,  in  dire^S:  oppofition  to  his  eri^ors'|'.  That 
of  Nice  is  too  well  known  to  be  here  inferted  ; , 
it  is  alfo  beyond  our  tim^  : — It  was  formed  by 
what  is  called  a  General  Council.  But,  as 
there  were  various  forms  of  found  words  unto 
which  the  primitFve  Chriftians  declared  tlicir 
affent,  in  order  to  memberfliip;  fo  ther^  were 
various  Ipecial  folemnities  by  which  their  aflcnt 
was  exprellcd.  The  learned  Vit  ringa  avers, 
That  they  required  an  explicit  covenant,  rati- 
fied with  the  folemnity  of  aji  oath  :  His  words 
are,  ''  The  primitive  Churth  received  none  hito 

« 
♦  Vide  Us SER.  de  Symbolis. 
I  YWe  FoRBEssu  hiftruc^tioius  Thcol.  p.  lo, 
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lier  bofom,  but  (uch  as  were  well  inftru^3:ed, 
and  fully  perfuaded  of  the  truth  which  they 
profefled ;  then  they  not  only  encouraged  them 
unto  conftancy  by  exhortations,  but  alfo  bound 
them  with  oaths,  intermixed  with  various 
rites*."  And  the  truth  of  this  aflertion  may 
receive  as  ample  proof  as  the  nafure  of  the 
thing  can  admit  of:  It  being  attefted  by  co- 
temporary  heathen  authors,  as  well  as  tlie 
fuffragc  of  Chriftians  themfelves.  The  per-^ 
fons  admitted  were  either  adults,  who  being 
converted  from  heathenifm,  and  having  under- 
gone various  preparatory  trials,  were,  at  laft, 
admitted  into  the  Church  by  fblemn  covenant* 
ing :  Or,  they  were  fiich  as  had  been  baptized 
in  infancy,  in  the  Chriftian  CJmrch,  and  made 
a  like  folemn  profelfion  prior  to  their  partici* 
pation  of  the  Lord's  Supper-  This  covenant 
confiftcd  of  three  parts,  A  (blemn  profeJrioh  of 
faith,  either  in  the  terms  of  the  Creed  of  that 
church  into  which  they  entered,  or  by  refpoiv 
fes  unto  particular  queries  put  to  them  by  the  pa- 
ftors. — A  folemn  renujiciution  of  Sin,  Satan,  and 
the  World : — And,  A  (blenm  dedication  of  their 
pcrfons  and  fervices  to  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 
This  dedication  had  in  it  the  nature  of  a  vow, 
and  was  accompanied  with  an  oath  ;  having  a 
(blemn  appeal  unto  the  party  with  wliom  they 
covenanted:   The  tmith  is,  ancient  writers  un- 

*  ViTRiNOA;  Obf,  Sac.  Lib.  II.  cap.  vL 
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animoufly  teflify,  that  this  covenant  was  both 
Iworn  and  fabfcribed.  The  moft .ancient  tefti- 
mony  which-  can  be  adduced  is  that  of  Pliny : 
His  Epiftle  to  Trajan  was  \M'itten  either  in  the 
feventh  or  tenth  year  of  the  fecond  century ; 
and,  at  the  longeft  computation^  within  twelve 
years  of  the  death  of  the  Apoftle  John  ;  per- 
haps witliin  five  or  fix  after  the  canon  of  Scrip- 
ture was  completed*  Hence  we  may  conclude, 
thaf,  as  he  reprcfents  it  to  Trajan  as  the  gene- 
ral pra<5i:ice  of  the  Church  at  that  time,  it  niuft 
have  prevailed  every  where  in  the  time  of  that 
Apoftle's  life.  His  words  are,  ^^  They  affirm- 
ed, the  whole  of  their  guilt,  or  their  error, 
vk^as,  that  they  met  on  a  certain  ftated  day, 
before  it  was  light,  and  addrefled  themfelves  in 
a  form  of  prayer  to  Chrift,  as  to  fomc  God,  bind- 
ing themfelves  by  a  solemn  oath,  not  for 
the  purpofes  of  any  wicked  defign  ;  but  never 
to  commit  any  fr-aud,  theft,  or  adultery,  pevcr 
to  falfify  their  word,  nor  deny  a  truft  when 
tliey  fhouW  be  called  upon  to  deliver  it  upj 
after  which,  it  was  their  cuftom  to  feparatc, 
and  then  reaflemble,  to  eat  in  common  a  harm- 
Jefs  meal*.'^  Justin  Martyr,  who  lived 
near 'the  middle  of  the  fecond  century,  wrote 
his  fecond  apology  about  the  year  160;  and 

be 


♦  See  Mf.imoth's  tranflation,  p.  673.^  The  origi- 
nal is^  *'  Affirmabant  autcm,  hanc  fuiilb  vel  culpa:  fiiae^  vel 
errors  quod  eflent  fdliti  (Vato  die  ante  lucmu  conyinere; 
carinencjue  Chrifto  quafi  Deo,  diccre  fccumin  jiccin:  fe- 
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he  declares  in  it,  "  That  baptifin'  was  givett 
only  to  thofe  who,  to  the  Confeflion  of  tlieir 
Faith,  added  a  vow,  to  live  according  to  their 
knowledge."  Tertullian^  who  came  near 
fifty  years  later,  frequently  mentions  the  fo- 
Jcmu  abjuration  of  the  Devil  and  liis  works. 
When  inveighing  againft  fhows,  and  theatri* 
cal  rcprefcntations,  urgeth  their  folemn  cove- 
nanting prior  to  their  baptifm  :   *'  Thefe  things 

que  Sackamento  ♦,  non  in  fceliis  aliquod  ohibringeref 
fed  ne  flirt  a,  ne  Latrociuia,  ne  ad  nicevia  committerent, 
ne  fldem  fallcrent,  ne  depolituin  appellati  abncgarent. 
Quibns  perac^is,  morein  fibi  difccndi  fuiUc,  rurfiifquc  cof 
eundi  ad  capienduiu  cibiun  promifcuum  tamen^  et  in-" 
noxum/' 

♦  As  fomc   appear  not  to  havd  underftood  the  tcrni 
Sacra MENTUM,  I  have  fubjoincd  the  account  of  it  which 
is  given  by  Faber  :   **  Saci amentum  idem  quod  jusjuran- 
»^  dum.  FeftusSACRAMENTUM  dicitur,  quod  jurejurandofa* 

cratione  interpofita  ad;iun  -eft  :  nnde  quis  Saeramento 
interrogari  dicitur,  quia  jusjurandum  interjponitur.  Sa- 
cramentum  perfidum  dicere  apud  Horat.  II.  Cariit.  Qd. 
xvii.  Sacramento  obligare,  Cicer.  Offlc  Lib.  1.  cap.  ii. 
Sacramento  rogarc  aliqueni^  Qriintil.  Lib.  XII.  cap.  ii. 
i.  c.  Jurejurando  adigere  Sacramento  diccrc,  Liv.  Lib. 
XXIV.  cap.  viii.  &c.  *«t  tjd^jjjir  quafi  dc  jurejurando  mi- 
litari  dicitur  cujus  Exemplum  apud  Gellium,  Lib.  XVI. 
cap.  iv.  Vid.  Lipfium,  Lib.  I,  de  militia,  Dial.  vi.  Vo* 
care  ad  Sacramentum,  adigere  Sacramento  milites  Sumcre 
Sacramentum,  &c.*  Et  hoc  fenfu  de  Chi*iftianis  poteft 
accepi  quando  per  Baptifmum  Ecclefiae  inferuntur  jura- 
inento  que  fe  Chrifto  obligant.  Hterom.  Kpift.  I.  ad  He- 
liadorum,  *^  Recordare  Tirocinii  tui  Diem  Chrifto  in 
Baptifmate  confcpultus  in  Sacramcnti  verba  jurafti." 
Et  ante  hunc  Tertullian:  ad  Martyres,  cap.  iii.  **  Vocati 
fumus  ad  militiam  Dei  vivi  jam  tunc,  cum  in  verba  Sa- 
cramenti  refpo;idimu»^,'*     Vide  Faber  apud  vocem. 
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(faid  he)  belong  Unto  the  pomp  of  the  Devil, 
Sagamft  which  we  swork  at  the  fcaliiig  of  oui* 
Creed  :  And  what  did  we  fweai'  againit  ?  That 
>vc  ought  not  to  partake  of  theie  things-,  ei- 
ther by  deeds,  or  words,  or  fight,  or  prefence  : 
But  do  we  not  rcfcind  our  subscription, 
wlien  we  refcind  the  tcftimony  of  it  ^,''  viz. 
by  an  unbecoming  convcrfation.  In  his  book 
on  the  foul,  ''  Thou  covcnantedeft  to  renounce 
him  and  his  pomp,  and  his  angels  "{*,''  viz.  the 
Devil.  Jerom  alio  aflures  us,  that  (blemn  co- 
venanting preceded  baptifm :  "  Wc  enter  in-* 
to  covenant  with  the  Sun  of  Righteoufiiefs  ; 
and  engage  that  we  fhall  fcrve  hiniij;.'^  The 
very  ufe  of  Creeds  feems  to  have  been,  that 
they  might  form  covcnantxaiticlcs  .betwceii 
Chrift  and  the  perfbn  prof  effing  his. adherence 
to  it.  The  term  Symbol um  feems  to  import 
as  much*  Says  Witsius,  "The  Creed  is 
called  SYMBOLUM^ — it  is  the  Teflera,  as  it 
were,  of  the  covenant  into  which  we  enter 
with  God  at  baptifin ;  and  the  military  oath 
by  which  thefe  foldicrs,  who  arc  faithful  to 
Chrift,  are  eafily  diftinguiflied  from  perfidious 
deCerters  §.'*  Nor  is  Suicerus  otherways 
minded :  He  reckons  it  is  fo  called  in  allufion. 
to  the  military  t>ath,  or  contra  A  which  foldiers 
made  with  the  Emperor,  when  engaged  into 

•  De  Spec^aculifl^.cap.  xxiv.         -f  De  Anima,  cap.  xvil# 
^  Jerom  in  Amos  vi.  14.         {In  Symbolum. 
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his  fervice  ;  for  the  Creed  is  the  token  of  tlid 
covenant  we  make  w  ith  God  at  our  baptifni/ 
And  this  author  is  fupported  by  the  authority 
of  Ambrose,  wlio  llj^lfcs  the  Creed,  *' The 
OATH  of  our  ^varfare/'  As  alfb  of  Pet R us 
Chrysologus,  who  declares,  "The  cove- 
nant by  wliich  we  have  hope,  cither  for  pre- 
fcnt  or  future  gain,  was  called  Symbolum, 
whether  it  be  a  divine  or  human  contract." 
As  folenin  covenanting  obtained  in  the  firft 
ages  of  the  Chriftian  Church,  fo  it  was  con- 
tinued until  the  days  of  Gregory  Naziak- 
ZEN,  as  appears  from  a  bond  of  his  yet  extant, 
the' tenor  whereoJF  follows  :  "  By  the  eternal 
Word  I  fwear,  even  that  great  divinity,  who, 
being  the  brightnefs  of  the  Father's  glory, 
and  in  nature  equal  unto  him,  came  down  to 
us  from  his  eternal  kingdom :  I  folemnly  fweaf, 
rThat  I  will  never  embrace  any  evil  opinions 
repugnant  to  the  truth :  That,  in  my  Creed, 
I  will  never  exchange  the  true  Godfor  an- 
other ;  even  the  eternal  Word  for  one  of  an 
inferior  charader ;  and  that,  affiighted  by  no 
affliAion  whatever,  will  I  ever  confent  to  di- 
•vide  the  hcmour  due  to  the  ever  bleflcd  Trini- 
ty*/' From  thefe  evidences,  I  hefitate  not 
to  conclude.  That,  as  covenanting  obtained  in 
the  firft  centuries  of  the  primitive  Church,  im- 
mediately after  the  apoftolic  age  ;  fo  thefe  co- 
venants were  ratified  with  the  folenuiity  of  an 

oatbt 
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oath.     I  (hall  now  enquire  if  they  were  fub- 

fcribed  :   And  the  evidences  of  fubfcription,  are 

equally  decifive.    Says  Vitkinga,  "  The  bai>- 

tized  iNscRiB)i>D   (their  names)  in  the  tables 

of  the  Church,  in  the  catalogue  of  hehevcrs^ 

in  the  Book  of   Life  (if  it  be  lawful  fo  to 

fpeak) .     This  appears  from  Cyprian,  and  die 

common    pra<5tice    of    the    ancient    Church  : 

And  there  is  a  Diflcrtation  of  DodweU's,  De 

Diptych  IS,   as  tliefe  tables  were  ftyled,  a- 

niong  his  Cyprianic  Diflertations,  jull  now  com- 

-mended  */'    This  fubfcription,  on  thefe  tables, 

is  confidercd  by  Vitringa  as  the  accomplifli- 

ment  of  that  prediAion:   "  And  another  ftiall 

SUBSCRIBE  with  the  hand  unto  the  I^ordf/' 

Ambrose,  when  addrcfling  fuch  as  had  been 

initiated  into  the  Church,    and   admitted   to 

baptifm,  faid  to  each  of  them,  **  Thy  hand- 

"WRITING  is  fegiftrated  not  only  on  earth,  but 

alfo  ill  heaven;):.''     And'GREOORY  Nazian- 

ZEN,  addrefled  them  in  the  foUowiug  terms: 

*'  If  thou  haft   s  u  B  sc  R  i  bed   any  other  faith 

than  that  which  1  have  taught,  come   and  be 

enrolled  again.     And   fay   to   thofe   who 

would  perfuade  thee  to  chartge  thy  faith.  What 

1    have    written  I    have    written§." 

Should  any  alk  if  covenanting  was  a  term  of 

communion  in  the  primitive  Church?  I  would 

*  In  If.  xliv.  J.        f  If.  xliv.  J. 
%  Ainbrof.  De  Sacramento,  Lib.  1.  cap.  ii.     §  Orat.  XL« 

Ecee   2.  anfwer, 
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anfvver,  That  covenanting,  accompanied  with 
every  requidte  fblemnily,  %Vas  .the  mode  of 
aflenting  unto  the  tei'nis  of  communion. 
When  an  adult  candidate  offered  himfelf  for 
vBapufm,  or  the  Lord's  Suppef,  and  was  rank- 
ed among  the  comp  et  ent  by  fuch  as  examin- 
ed him,  la  the  audience  of  the  congregation 
he  folemnly  dedicated  himfelf  to  Chrift,  be^- 
fore  the  pallor  difpenfed  the  faa-ed  rite  unto 
him  *j,  Now,  if  folemn  covenanting  was  a 
term  of  admiflion  to  Baptifm,  fo  was  it  like* 
ways  of  the  Lord's  Supper ;  for  unbaptizcd  pei> 
fons  might  not  approadi  the  holy  table.  It 
w  as  alfo  a  term  of  communion  in  the  reftora^ 
tion  of  fuch  as  had  fallen  either  into  error  or 
immorality,  as  well  as  the  reception  of  perfons 
at  the  firlh  I  fliaU  fatisfy  myfelf  with  the 
fingle  inftance  of  Nestorius,  in  tliis  matter. 
The  Synod  of  Ephefus  wrote  unto  hini  in  the 
following  terms  :  ''  It  will  not  anfwer  the  ends 
of  religion  for  thee  (imply  to  confels  the  creed 
of  thy  faith ;  but  thou  niuft  alio  afTurq  us  by 
OATH,  that  thou  art  of  the  fame  fentimcnt 
v^ijh  us,  and  wilt  teach  the  church  the  very 
fame  do^rine  f  •"        ' 

SECONDLY,  The  prgpriety  of  thefe  Creeda 
and  covenants  will  appear,  if  we  conCder  the 

*  The  ufual  mode  of  felf-dedication,  as  V^itringa  and 
others  deduce  it  from  the  ancient*,  was,  Xt/»Tawc-v««M  »■# 

t  Vide  ACla  S^^nodi  in  Tqiu,  Cowxcil. 
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peculiar  circumffcaiiccs  in  which  they  were  placed 
who  framed  and  ufed  them.  When  the  GoP' 
pel  was  addrefled  to  the  Gentiles,  after  the  re- 
lurreclion  of  Chrill,  however  widely  they  difler- 
ed  from  the  Jews  in  other  things,  they  perfeA- 
ly  agreed  wiili  them  in  their  oppofition  to  it. 
The  latter  had  formed  themfelvcs  into  various 
fcifts,  each  of  whicli  had  its  peculiar  dogmas, 
ftrongly  tindiured  with  the  fpirit  of  error. 
Befides  the  common  and  capital  miftake  re- 
fpecling  the  Mefliah,  which  blinded  them  all, 
and  prevented  them  from  finding  his  prophe- 
tic charaviters  fully  anfwered  in  Jefus  of  Na- 
zareth ;  the  gi'eatcr  part  of  them  Ihewed  a  fu- 
perior  fondnefs  for  human  traditions  rather  thaa 
divine  inftitutions.  The  Romans,  who  had  (wal- 
lowed  the  religion  of  all  other  nations,  had 
not  incorporated  the  Jcwifh  fyftem  with  their 
grand  Catholicon  however,  although  they  had 
reduced  Judea  into  the  form  of  a  Roman  pro* 
vince.  They  were  obliged  to  give  a  praAical 
demonftration,  that  the  JLord  God  of  Ifracl 
cannot  admit  of  any  partner,  or  competitor, 
hi  his  glory  and  fervice.  On  this  account,  they 
cletefled  the  Mofaic  fyftc^m,  as  far  as  they  knew 
it.  They  imagined,  the  religion  of  Jefus  was 
equally  unfocial:  Hence  wc  find  them  fome- 
times  confounding  the  Chriftians  with  the  Jews; 
and  dctcfting  the  former  for  the  very  fame 
reafon  they  abhorred  the  latter.  -  But  this  did 
not  hinder  both  Jews  and  Romans  from  con- 
ipiiing  to  crufli  the  doclrmc  of  Chi'ijft  Cruci- 
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fied  aucl  Glorified,  -  which  is  the  centre  of  the 
Gofpcl.  And  the  deadly  feuds  which  obtaUi- 
ed  between  the  Jevvilh  Ictts  fe^ni.  to  have 
been  forgotten  by  their  imion  in  perfccuting 
the  followers  of  Jefiis.  The  Sadducees,  who 
held  much  the  fame  nink  among  them,  as  the 
deifts  ifniong  us,  coincided  with  the  philofo- 
pliers  of  Atlieiis  and  Rome,  in  oppofition  to 
the  doctrine  of  a  RemireAion,  whether  of 
Chrift  or  his  people.  Thele  men  conlidered 
tliis  doi^rine  as  worthy  of  the  keeneft  fatire. 
The  philofophcr  laughed  in  fecret  at  the  luper- 
ftition  of  the  priell  and  populace,  while  he  pu- 
blicly profefTed  to  revere  the  vileft  deities;  and 
moll  profound  veneration  for  the  moft  trifling, 
not  to  fay  impious  cerenK>nies.  They  were 
full  as  much  mafters  o£  diflimulatioh  as  any  of 
our  moderns,  whp  profeft  the  eftabliihed  reli- 
gion of  their  country,  while  there  is  fcarce 
an  article  of  it  which  they  behave.  They 
were  at  left  pains,  at  leaft,  to  undeceive  their 
fcllow-vvorfljippcrs  in  this  matter,  Noi-  were 
the  Jews  more  fincere,  though  better  inftrucl- 
cA  thai!  the  heathen.  But,  as  it  frcqucndy 
happens,  the  left  pcrfons  arc  holy,  and  the 
more  .they  arc  clb'anged  from  working  righte- 
oufiicfs,  they  truft  tlic  more  unto  their  own 
merit ;  and  are  lefs  fenlible  of  their  infinite 
need  of  a  righteQufiacfs  better  than  llieir  own: 
So,  in  this  inftance,  both  went  about  to  efta- 
blifli  a  righteoufnefs  of  their  own ;  the  one,  as 
it  were,  by  the  works  of  the  Mofaic  luwj  the  o- 
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tlier,  as  it  were,  by  the  works  of  the  law  of 
nature^  written,  on  their  hearts.  The  Philo- 
fopher  and  the  Pharifee  were  alike  eneinics  to 
the  bleflednefs  of  the   man  nnto  whom  GoD 

IMPUTETH      RIGHTEOUSNESS      WITHOUT 

WORKS.  To  combat  thcfe  principles,  to 
conquer  thefc  prejudices,  was  the  work  of  the 
Apoftles  ancL  firft  preachers  of  the  Cofpel  j 
when,  ai  Jed  by  the  Hcly  Ghoft,  tliey  firft  plant- 
ed the  Gofpel  Churches.  We  need  not  -be 
furprized,  though  the  cunning,  but  cruel  pricft- 
hood,  addrcfled  the  fears  of  the  Roman  Senate 
to  procure  a  decree  for  crufliing  the  kingdom 
of  heaven  in  the  bud  ; — they  could  not  fail  to 
reprefent  every  innovation  in  religion  as  fatal 
to  the  State  j  and  the  Chriftian  religion,  in 
particular,  as  calculated  to'conMilfc  it  to  its 
loweft  bafe.  Neroj  the  hater  of  mankind, 
readily  believed  that  the  followers  of  Jefti* 
entertained  as  great  an  enmity  againft  their 
fpecies  as  hipf{felf ;  or  he  w^s  glid  of  this  fpe- 
cious  pretext  to  cover  his  own  malicious  defigns. 
*^  Thus,  all  tlie  pa{nQns,all  the  interefts  of  men, 
■fought  for  idolatry  :  How  powerful  is  inter  eft 
when  it  can  cover  itfelf  with  the  pretext  of  re- 
ligion or  patriotifm  l**  Thus  the  followers  of 
Chrift  had  to  fuftain  the  fury,  endure  the  mock- 
cry,  and  confute  the  eiTOi-s  of  the  whole  world; 
as  thefe  we're  t  '^ed  in  the  Roman  Empire. 
The  idolatrous  priefthood,  having  called  in 
the  aid  of  tlie  (word  to  fupport  their  falling 
caule,   it    raged,   with   infcnial   futy,  againft 
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tvety  one  who  profclFed  faitli  in  the  name  o( 
Jefus  ^  but  the  more  it  raged,  the  more  theii 
number  and  fortitude  encrcafed.  Before  the 
end  of  the  firil  centurj,  there  was  riot  a  pro* 
vince  of  the  empire  in  which  there  were  not 
multitudes  of  converts  to  the  new  religion. 
The  faith  and  patience  of  the  faints  overcame 
the  craft  and  cruelty  of  their  perfecutors.  The 
allured  hope  of  a  glorious  refurredlion,  which 
was  brought  to  light  by  the  Gofpel,  fiipported 
them  under  all  the  mileries  of  life,  and  death 
itfelf,  in  all  the  hideous  forms  in  which  it-was 
prefentcd. Philofophy  alfo  found  itfelf  at- 
tacked by  the  firft  preachers  of  the  Gofpel,  as 
to  her  notions  of  a  Deity,  and-the  creation  of 
the  tmivcrfe ;  for  they  delivered  the  Mofaic 
fyftem  in  its  fimplicity,  vvithout  verging  towards 
the  fabulous  traditions  of  the  Jews,  on  the  one 
hand  ;  and  the  vain  conceits  of  Epicuros  or 
Ariftotle,  on  the  other. 

Th  e  s  e  things  are  fufficient  to  account  for 
the  various  articles  which  formed  the  Creed 
of  the  primitive  Church.  If  wc  apply  them, 
we  will  find,  that  each  article  was  laid  in  op* 
pofition  to  Tome  error  then  prevalent,  and  c- 
minently  luited  unto'  the  condemnation  of 
it.  The  firft  article  of  almoft  every  Creed, 
for  example,  was  aimed  not  only  againft  the 
general  Poly theifin  of  the  nations ;  but  alfo  a- 
gainft  the  abfurd  notions  of  two  principles*,  the 
one  good  and  the  other  evil.    The  next  aflert* 
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fed  thfe  creatioh  of  the  Univerfe,  in  oppofitioii 
to  the  advocates  for  the  eternity  of  it,  Thi 
Article  refpcAing  the  Meffiahlhip  of  the  Lord 
Jefiis  Chrift,  in  oppbfitiori  to  the  Jfevvs,  Avho 
looked  for  atiother ;  as  alfo,  thofe  falfe  Chrifti 
^ho.thcrt  obtruded  themfclves  on  the  world; 
The  dodlrine  of  lys  Sonfljip  was  ever  maintain- 
ed, in  oppofition  to  all  the  malice  of  the  Jews, 
who  pcrfecutcd  him  to  the  death,  beeaufe  lie 
laid  claim  to  that  high  charaAef ,  and  fo  made 
himfclf  equal  with  God.  The  doArirte  of. 
his  Crucifixion  flood  always  in  contraft  with 
that  of  legal  righteoufnefs :  And  the  doiflrine 
of  his  Refurrcdtion  and  futtire  glory  was  e- 
qually  neceflary,  as  a  comfort  to  his  people  irt 
fuffcring ;  he  toeing  the  firft  fruits  of  tliem 
who  flept :  As  alfo,  in  regard  of  the  oppofitioii 
made  to  it  by  thd  Jews  denying  the  fa  A,  ori 
the  one  hand  ;  and  the  Phildfophers,  Free- 
thinkers, and  Sadducecs,  who  denied  the  poffi- 
bility  of  it,  on  the  other.  The  dodxine  of  hia 
Dominion  was  not  only  neceflary,  to  exclude 
every  ftrartgfc  lord ;  but  alfo  as  a  badge  of 
loyalty  among  all  who  named  his  name.  And 
the  alfurance  of  this  article  preferved  his  in- 
ftitutions  in  their  purity  and  Simplicity ,^  as  long 
as  it  was  entertained  by  his  followers. 

From  this  fpecimcn  it  is  plain,  thait  thofe 
articles  which  fonpcd  the  Creed  of  the  primi- 
tive .  Church  were   the   p  r  e  5  js^t  t  r  y  t  h  in 
*         Ffff  that 
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that  age, — the   word   of  Christ's  PAft-^ 
JE  NC  E  ;  and  the  testimony  of  his  followers. 

But  when  the  Church  began  to  fpread  a- 
broad,  and  ftand  forth  as  the  pillar  and  ground 
of  Truth,  file  was  far  from  being  fecure  from 
the  attacks  of  her  enemies,  A  (pecies  of  them; 
ftill  more  formidable  than  any  yet  mentioned, 
l)egan  the  attack  within  her  own  walls.  Thefc 
were  fuch  of  the  heathen  Philofophers  as  had 
embraced  the  profeffion  of  Chinftianity  ; — they 
endeavoured  to  blend  divine  myfterics  with 
the  peculiar  (yftem  of  the  fc^  to  wjiich  they 
belonged  :  And  temporizing  Chriftians,  who 
fought  to  trim  the  infpired  fyftcm  into  an  ac- 
commodation with  the  dogmas  of  the  heathen 
religion.  The  former  tried  to  fpoil  religion 
through  philofbphy ;  and  the  latter  through 
vain  deceit.  They  began  to  be  weary  of  con- 
tending againft  the  multitude,  and  ftriving  a- 
gainft  the  ftrcam  of  oppofition  to  which  the 
former  Chriftians  had  been  cxpofed  :  They 
thought  it  eaficr,  by  much,  to  'fail  with  the 
wind,  down  the  current  of  vulgar  prejudices ; 
and  to  borrow  the  reputation  of  phUofophy, 
to  fcreen  their  fyftem  of  divinity  from  igno- 
miny. 

The  Church  was  in  danger  of  this  infec- 
tion as  early  as  the  days  of  the  Apoftles;  but 
it  raged  with  far  more  fury  afterwards.     The 
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«:iixture  was  fo  dreadfully  dangerous,  that  wc 
need  not  greatly  Jivonder,  if  the  faithful  over- 
feers  of  the  Church  ufed  every  lawful  jTi-ecau- 
tion.to  prevent  it.  This  (hews  the  propriety 
of  keeping  perfons,  who  fought  ad  million  into 
the  church,  fo  long  in  the  ftate  of  catechu- 
mens ;  as  alfo  of  the  diligence  they  ufcd> 
"both  in  inftru<ftion  and  examination,  before 
they  admitted  them  to  aAual  memberlhip, 
and  fpecial  fcUowfliip. 

THIRDLY,  Should  any  enquire,  What 
were  the  EfFe^^ls  of  thcfe  Tranfadions  ?  Wc 
fhall  mention  only  two  of  them. 

I.  Distinguished  holiness  in  the  livQS 
and  converfations  of  Chriflians.  While  the 
care  and  watchfiilnefs  of  the  Church  excited 
her  to  bring  all  her  members  under  folemn 
engagements,  both  in  rcfpe<9:  to  their  profef- 
fion  and  converfation,  her  fuccefs  bore  fomc 
proportion  to  her  diligence*  Their  enemies 
were  obliged  to  acknowledge  their  innocence 
and  purity  in  all  things,  except  in  their  obfli- 
nacy  in  cleaving  to  the  Truth.  Pliny  fecms 
forced  to  own  their  innocence  in  all  things, 
excepting  with  refpeA  to  their  God  :  "  I  put 
two  female  flaves  to  the  torture  (faidhe); — but 
I  could  difcover  nothing  more  than  an  abfurd 
and  exceflive  fuperftition.'* 

Ff f f  2  2,  Another 
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2.  Another  Effeft  of  thefe  Tranla^Jtion^ 
was  Courage  and  Conftancy  ^n  Death.  Mr- 
Adam,  in  his  controverfy  wi;h  Glas,  gives  us 
the  following  anecdpte :  'f  When  he  (Ire-: 
jiaeus)  was  hi(lK>p  of  Lyons,  in  France,  he 
brought  his  congregation  under  a  (blenm  bond 
to  adhere  unto  Chriftianity,  not  only  in  oppo- 
fition  to  Heathenifrti ;  but  likeways  to  the  ma-t 
ny  Sedls  and  Perefie^  which  then  prevailed  j 
and  wrote  unto  the  neighbouring  bifhops  to  dgt 
the  fame :  Of  which  engagements  he  nrinds 
Ibmc  of  his  friends,  when  they  were  going  to- 
gether to  martyrdom  *•"  For  which  he  quotes 
Eccl.  Epit.  p.  58.  by  I.  S.  Upon  which  Mr  At 
flam  makes  this  refledlion,  "  So  that  this  Fa- 
ther looks  as. like  an  old  Scotch  Covenantee 
^s  any  thing  I  can  in^agjne" 

♦  S^c  Adan^'s  Rc^iev  of  Lctterai,  pu  5a 
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O    1?      T    H    ^ 

rOEDERAL    TRANSACTIONS 


WHICH  OBTAINED  IN  THE  . 

1 

t 

REFORMED  CHURCHES  ABROAD. 


DURING  the  reign  of  Antichrift,  the 
Witnefles  pf  Jefus  prophelied  in  fack-» 
cloth,  and  Were  driven  into  corners  ;  neverr 
thelefs  he  ilill  refcrved  unto  himlelf  a.  feed 
to  do  him  fervice  in  the  world.  It  were  a^ 
tafk  fufficiently  worth,  while,  to  attend  unto 
their  Teftimony,  on  the  one  hand;  and  unto, 
the  image  of  divine  ordinances,  which  the 
Man  of  Sin  fubftituted  in  the  place  of  Chrift's 
inftitutipns,  on  the  other  hand ;  As  alfb  to 
trace  this  corruption  unto  its  genuine  fource  j 
but  thefc  things  require  more  room  tlian  can 
be  (pared  in  this  treatife,-— rl,  I  fliaU  (iirvey  the 
Teftimony  of  the  Waldenfes  and  Bohemian 
^jrethren,  xyho  \ver^  a  noble  prelude  of  the 
;|Veformation.-— II.  I  (hall  fpecify  fonic  of  the 
•  pioft  remarkable  Fcederal  Tranfadions  which 
Qb^aincd  intheRjCforn^ed  Churches  thenifelvcs. 

?IR,St, 
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FIRST,  I  Qiall  furvey  the  Testijvioity  of 
the  Waldcnfes  and  Bohemian  brethren.  The 
origin  of  the  former  has  been  involred  in  much 
obfcurity  among  ccclefiaftic  hiftorians  :  And  a 
variety  of  circumftances  have  precluded  me 
from  inveftigating  it  with  that  care  which  the 
fubje^^  demands.  I  (hall  follow  the  narrative 
of  Archbifliop  Usher,  who  underftood  the  fub- 
je<S  as  well  as  any  manin  his  own,  or  our  age  ; 
along  with  the  account  of  F.  Spanheim,  F.  F. 
and  fuch  audiors  a&the  reader  fliall  find  referred 
to  in  the  notes.  The  moft  certain  monuments^ 
refpefting  them,  find  them,  in  the  twelfth  cen- 
tury, aflbciated  under  Pet  e  r  Waldo,  a  weal- 
thy merchant  of  Lyons,  who  gave  up  his  (ecu* 
lar  employment  and  commenced  Divine,  who 
tranflated,  or  caufed  to  be  tranflated,  the  holy 
Scriptures  into  the  vulgar  language ;  tliat  is, 
both  the  Old  and  New  Teftament.  This  is  a 
fidficient  refutation  of  the  Popifh  calumny,  by 
which  they  are  accufed  of  the  errors  of  the 
Manichees,  in  reprobating  the  Old  Teftament:' 
Yea,  a  certain  inquifitor  acknowlegeth^  that 
**  the  vulgar  amongthem  had  the  greater  part 
of  the  Old  and  New  Teftaments  by  heart*." 
I  find  two  fummaries  of  their  faith  preserved 
by  Us  ft  ER, :  One  of  them  direcT;ed  againft  the 
Church  of  Rome,  and  the  other  againft  the  a- 
bominations  of  the  Manichees,  as  in  favour 
of  the  whole  Chriftian  fyfteni*     According  lo 

♦  Rbjnervs.Dc  Hxrcfi  Waldcnfiiun;  cap,  iii. 
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the  hiftory  of  iEncas  Sylvius,  m  Usher  *,  the 
dodrines  of  this  chui-ch  are, 

"  The  Pope  of  Rome  is  on  a  level  >vith  c- 
very  other  bifhop. 

Th  ere  is  no  difTcrence  among  Priefts  ;  and 
Preibyters  are  not  of  diiferent  degrees,  on  ac- 
count of  dignity  in  office ;  but  only  of  ufcful- 
nefs  and  purity  of  life. 

^  Vi^H  EM  fouls  depart  out  of  their  bodies,  they 
go  immediately,  either  into  eternal  punifliment 
or  eternal  joy. 

Th  ere  is  no  fuch  thing  as  the  fire  of  Pur- 
gatory. 

Prayer  for  the  dead  is  vanity;  and  the 
mere  invention  of  facerdotal  avarice, 

Imag  Es  of  God  and  Saints  are  to  be  demo- 
Kfhed. 

The  benedii5lions  of  Water  and  Palm-trees . 
Me  mere  folly. 

The  Devils  invented  the  Religion  of  the 
Mendicants. 

Priests  fliould  not  be  rich;  but  content 
widi  the  contributions  of  the  people*. 

Every  perfon  fliould  have  acceft  to  the 
free  preaching  of  the  Gofpcl. 

No  Sin  ought  to  be  tolerated,  though  for  a- 
voiding  greater  evil. 

He    who   is  guilty   of  any  capital    offence 

^  i^KSAS  Svivius,  De  Rebus  Boheui.  cap.  xxxv. 
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^Ught  to  enjoy  neither  Secular  nor  Ecclcfiaftic 
Dignity,  neither  ought  he  to  be  obeyed. 

Popi s  H  Confirmation^  Chrifm,  Extrenie  Unc- 
tion j  are  by  no  means  facramcnts. 

Auricular  Confession  is  rAere  trifling: 
It  is  enough  for  pcrfon3  to  confefs  their  fins  to 
God,  in  their  clofets. 

Baptism  to  be  received  by  watcr^  without 
the  mixture  of  oil. 

Consecrated  Burial-places  are  vainj  be- 
ing invented  merely  for  the  fake  of  gain  : 
And  it  is  of  n"o  importance  what  kind  of  duft 
cover  the  human  body  after  it  is  dead; 

The  Temple  of  the  Omniprefent  God  is 
the  whole  world  ;  and  they  limit  his  Maje- 
fty,  •'who  confine  his  prelcncc  to  conlecrated 
churches,  monafteries,and  oratories,  which  they 
build  unto  him ;  as  if  the  divine  goodnefs  may 
be  found  more  propitioUs  in  them  tlian  any 
where  elfe. 

Sacerdotal  Veftments  and  Veflcls  afc  of 
no  ufe. 

A  p  R  !■  E  s  T  iiiay  coniecrate  the  facranient  of 
Chrift's  Body  at  any  time,  and  in  any  place }, 
and  it  is  fullicient  to  fay  the  words  of  inflitu- 
tibn. 

The  Prayers  of  fuch  Saints  as  are  reigning 
with  Chrift  in  heaven  are  fought  in  vain ;  neir 
ther  can  they  lielp,  in  ahy  cafe. 

It  is  mere  fpending  of  time  to  chant  lay- 
ers in  certain  canonical  hows,  aind  at  other 
times  to  negleA  that  duty* 

There 
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T^HEUE  iS  nb  day  in  which  pcrfons  rtiould 
teafe  from  labour,  but  the  Lord's  Day. 

The  Feafts  bf  the  Saints  al^  to  be  rcjcAed; 

Th  E  Fafts  appomtcd  by  the  Church  have  nO 
iherit*/ 

T^H  E  ahcieiit  nioiiuments^  colleAcd  by  the 
Cicnturiators  Madcbilrgicnfcs,  add  to  the  a- 
bove^    • 

"T  fit  15  higheft  authority,  in  Articles  of 
Faith,  is  in  the  Jioly  Scriptures  ;  for  which 
caufe  they  are  to  be'  the  rule  of  judgment^' 
and  whatever  does  not  agree  with  them  nnift 
berejeAed* 

Fathers  and  Councils  are  to  be  approved 
of  only  as  far  as  they  agree  with  the  word  of 
God* 

The  rLeading  and  Knowledge  of  thtf  holy 
Scriptures  belong  iinto  all  men,  whether  prieft 
or  people  ;  and  it  is  not  only  free,  biit  necena-^ 
f  y  ;  yea,  they  ought  rather  to  read  the  Apoftles 
and  Prophets  than  the  commentaries  of  men 
on.  them. 

There  are  only  two,  Sacrii^ments  in  tlic 
Church  of  Chriftj  namely,  Baptifm  and  th6 
Lord^s  Supper  :  Chrift  inftituted  both  kinds 
(both  the  bread  and  wine)  for  the  ufe  of  both 
pried  and  people. 

^  Usher  DeSujc^d&ona  Chriftianaruia  £c«l.  p.  189* 
*  Gggg  Ma$SS$ 
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Ma s s es  arc  impiou's ;  and  k  is  ma<lne(s  to? 
fay  Mafs  for  the  DeacL 

PuRG^ATORY  IS  a  figment  of  men  :  For  be- 
lie vci-s  oTv  immediately  into  eternal  life ;  and 
unbelievers  into  eternal  damnation. 

It  is  idolatrous  worfliip  to  Pray  unto  Saints, 

The  Church  of  Rome  b  the  Whore  of  Ba- 
bylon., 

Tke  Pope  and  Iris  Clergy  are  not  to  be 
obeyed  j  as  they  are  wolves  to  the  Chiuxh  d 
Chrift. 

The  Pope  is  not  Head  of  .every  Church,  nei- 
ther hath  hfc  the  power  of  both  fwords* 

The  Church  of  Chriil  is  wherever  perfons 
hear  the  fincej'e  word  of  Chrift ;  and  ufc  fudf 
Sacraments  as  he  hath  appointed,  whatever  be 
the  place  in  which  fhe  exifts. 

Vo  w  s  of  Perpetual  Celibacy  are  human  %* 
ments,  and  nurferies  of  Sodomy. 

A*  many  Orders,  fo  many  charafters  of 
the  Beaft. 

MoN  K  E  R  Y  is  a  Feetid  Caixafe* 

Th  k  many  fuperftitious  dedications  of 
Temples,  the  itiemorials  of  the  Dead,  %hc  be- 
iiedidions  of  Creatures,  Peregrinations,  the 
multitude  of  forced  Falls,  fuperftitious  Feafts, 
perpetual  roaring  of  Unlieamed  Men,  the  ob- 
fcrvation  of  the  reft  of  the  Ceremonies,  maiu- 
feftly  hmdering  the  Dodrines  and  Inftitutions 
of  the  Word,  are  the  inventions  of  the  Devilr 
; '  The  Maniage  of  Priefts  is  lawful  and  nc* 

♦  Usher  utSnpra^  p.  ijo^  191. 
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Th  e  other  Creed,  or  Confcfllon,  may  be  ex- 
pre0ed  in  .our  language  thus, 

**  We  believe  in  one  God,  three  in  one; 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft :  And  that  the 
Son  of  God  took  our  flefli,  was  baptized  Hi  Jor- 
dan, faftcd  in  the  dcfart,  preached  our  falva- 
^lon,  faffered,  was  dead,  and  buried,  continued 
in  the  ftate  of  the  dead,  rofc  the  third  day,^ 
afcended  up  into  heaven;  fcnt  the  Comforter 
•on  the  day  of  Pentecoft ;  fliall  come  in  the  day 
of  judorment  to  judge  the  quick  and  the  dead; 
when  all  fliall  arifc.  We  know,  that  what  we 
believe  with  the  heart,  wc  ought  toconfefswith 
the  mouth.  Wc  believe,  that  he  is  not-(aved 
who  does  not  cat  die  body  of  Chrift  :  And 
that  the  body  of  Chriflr  ought  not  to  be  con- 
fecrated  but  in  the  Church,  and  by  a  mi- 
ntfter,  whether  he  be  good  or  evil  ;  neither 
docJ5  its  eflicacy  depend  more  on  a  good  one 
than  a  bad  one.  Wc  believe,  that  men  and 
M'onien  are  not  faved  unlefs  baptized,  and  little 
chfldren  are  faved  by  baptifm ;  and  both  men 
and  women  are  laved,  although  they  be  mar- 
ried ;  and  every  one  ought  to  repent  with  tlic 
heart,  profefs  with  the  mouth,  and  to  be  bap- 
tized in  the  church  by  the  pricft :  And  if  any 
other  thing  can  be  fhewed.  by  the  Gofpcl  wc 
ought  to  believe  it*.^ 

There  is  alfo  a  Confeflfion  of  Faith  to  be 
found  in  Pe trie's   Hiftory  of    the   fixteelith 

•  UShir  ut  fupra,  p.  294,  ^95. 

pSSS  *  century, 
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centuiy,  prefcntcd  unto  King  Vladislavs, 
anno  lyoS.  And  there  is  yet  another  Crectl 
to  be  found  in  Usher's  account  of  the  Weft- 
cm  Churches,  which  is  too  long  to  be  here 
inferted  :  It  was  oftered  to  the  King  of  France 
in  the  years  1544,  and  1551.  The  truth  is,  part 
of  the  Waldepfcs  who  fcem  to  have  emigra-^ 
ted  from  the  vallies,  fettled  in  Bohemia,  ancl 
became  of  the  n\nnber  of  the  followers  of 
Hufs.  Thefe,  immediately  after  the  murder 
of  their  leader,  in  like  manner  formed  a  Con-r 
feffion  of  their  Faith,  or  a  Covenant,  to  be 
fubfcribed  by  all  the  members  of  their  fociety*^ 
My  fcarcity  of  books,  and  diftance  frcim  a  pui- 
blic  library,  his  precluded  me  from  making 
fiich  a  (cnitiny,  on  this  part  of  my  fubjeA,  as 
it  merits  at  my  hand :  Vet  1  findfuch  evidence 
as,  to  me,  is  decifivc,  that  Foedcral  Tranfacr 
tious   obtained  amQng  the  follower^  of  Huf^ 

from 

♦ .  An  anon^nioiis  hiftorianx  of  the  Ppp^fli  rcligioni 
fleclares.  That,  inimed  lately  after  the  death  of  Jerom 
und  Hiifs,  they  extrai5led  a  formula  of  faith  from  .their 
writings,  in  oppofition  to  that  of  the  Rconifli:  *<  De  noniT 
mer  des  p^rfonei(  capables  4e  dreflcr  un  Fprmulairc  de 
Foy  tire  mat  a  mot  dcs  e^rits  ^e  Jean  Hus  et  de  Jerom^ 
de  Prague,  de  fc  fcparer  cntierement  de  la  Communion 
dcs  Cathpliquea,"  ficc.  <^  La  fubftance  du  Formulairt 
<onfifloit  en  ccs  propoiitions  que  1^  Pape  n'avojt  rien  4? 
plus  qne  Ics  autres  Evequcs,"  &c.  And,  after  giving  a 
fuqiraary  of  the  contents  of  thisXonfe^on,  he  adds, 
*<  Apres  que  le  Formulaire  eut  este  sigkk  lb$ 
JiuuSiTBs  ievercn^  pn^  Arm^i^,"  Hiftoire  ^e  L*H^refi« 
do  Jean  Hus,  et  Jcromede Prague,  Part II.  p.  4,  9.  From 
th^  ftngmco^  Pf  jQhu  a  lr?ft«>  hiftvy  of  *c  United  Brc 
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from  the  rery  beginning  ;  and  the  farther  they 
advarfced  in  reforrtiation,  their  Covenants  aP. 
famed  a  more  regular  form.  Their  Foederal 
Tranfa<9:ions  were  alfo  fplemnly  fwom,  uni- 
vcrfally  fubfcribed,  and  freijuently  renewed. 
For  a  Specimen,  I  (hall  infert  that  which  was 
fwgrn  aiuio  lyjx* 

*' Meanwhile,  the  reader  muft  neceflarily 
remark,  in  this  place,  the  facred  communion 
which  pt^evailed  at  that  period,  and  eren  at 
this  time  ftill  prevails,  between  the  Churches 
of  the  Waldenfcs  and  the  Proteftailts  of  Ger- 
many. He  muft  likeways  regard,  with  admi- 
ration, that  bond  of  union  which  was  drawn 
up -and  ratified  in  their  aflembly  on  the  nth 
of  November  1571  J  and  exprefled  in  the  fol-» 
lowing  articles ; 

I,  They  all  bind  themfelves,  under  the? 
faniftion  of  an  oath,  to  maintain  inviolably  the 
ancient  union,  continued  from  father  to  (on, 
|>etween  all  the  faithful  of  the  evangelic  reli- 

thren,wc  may  fee,  that  the  Renovation  and  Subfcription  of  . 
Covenaoits  were  nq  Itrange  thing  among  that  body  of  peo- 
ple. And  VoETius,  who  had  good  opportunities  of 
knowing,  aflarea  us.  That  both  th^  Wald^nfes  of  Tho- 
loufe  and  the  HulGtes  of  Bohemia,  ratified  their  Foederal 
Tranfatflions  wItHfolemn  oaths  :  ^^PoteftautemaciTibas 
in  Ftjtdus  Religionis  jurari.  Exemplum>  vide  ,25  P^ralip, 
I  f .  Talia  Focdera  ct  juramcnta  feccrunt  2iika  ct  Bohc- 
morum  pro  defenfione  Hufitarum  ;  in  Gallia  ante  faecula 
4li4UOt  Comitis.  Tholofiani,  aKor>Lmque  pro  Alblgenfi* 
bus.".    De  Juramento  RjcU^o^lIs,   apud  Difput.  Select, 
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gion  of  tlie  WaUlcnlcs,  down  to  their  o%vn 
time,  and  in  no  relpcA  to  deviate  from  that 
facred  conne^^ion ;  and  this  they  do  under  the 
following  conditions  and  proniifcs* 

II-  Thet  bind  theoilelves  to  perfevere  in 
the  profc0ion  of  the  true  Cbriftian  Reformed 
Religion,  hitherto  obferved  by  them ;  confift- 
ing  in  the  belief  and  wodhip  of  one  God,  a^id 
of  one  Head  of  the  Church,  and  Mediator  be- 
tween God  and  Man,  Jefus  Chrift: — To  ad- 
here tp  the  only  rule  of  faith  and  manners^  con- 
tained in  the  canonical  books  of  tlie  Old  and 
New  Tcftapicnt,  to  which  are  joined  the  facra- 
ments  of  Baptifm  and  the  Lord*s  Supper^  inlU- 
tuted  by  our  Saviour : — ^In  conformity  to  tlie 
fame  word  of  God,  they  promifc  to  fubmit  to 
the  good  external  regulation  and  ecclcfiaftic 
difcipline  already  eftabliflied,  ami,  to  this  pe- 
riod, maintained  among  tliem*  They  exprefs 
their  abliorrence  of  all  lierefies,  and  dodrincs 
inconliftent  with  the  word  of  God,  as  held 
fortli  to  us  in  the  books  of  the  Old  and  New 
Teftameiit, 

i;i.  Thet  promife  to^be  faithful  and  obe- 
dient fo  S.  A.  S/  and  to  tlie  authority  of  the 
magifti-ates  eftabliflied  by  her,  in  fo  far' as  their 
power  fliall  be  employed  in  a  manner  not  in- 
compatible with  the  rigjits  of  condience  anil 
divine  authority. 

IV.  Seeing  there  arc  always  fome  who,  in 
oppofition  to  the  capitulations  and  concetlions 
obtained  from  the  clemency  of  the  Sm'creign, 
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emdeavour  to  difturb  the  peace  of  the  Church 
and  of  its  members,  and  to  infruige  the  fa'ul 
concefTioufi  y  they  engage  themfelvcs  to  em^- 
ploy,  each  according  to  his  abifity,  every  meaft 
that  they  fliall  judge  neceflary  for  maintaming 
the  (aid  Churches  hi  general,  and  each  of  it* 
members  in  particular,  in  the  undiftnfbcd  en- 
joyment of  the  fliid  conceffions,  by  continual 
recourfe  to  S*  Ar  fo  long  as  (hall  be  neceflary, 
and  by  eveiy  otlier  conlVitutional  method  f 
and  fuch  as  are  not  prohibited  by  the  word  of 
God :  And  that  all  the  Churches,  in  general, 
fliall  afford  every  legal  protecflion  and  defence, 
proportioned  to  their  abilities,  to  each  Churchy 
or  particular  member  of  them,  who  fliall  be 
molefted  on  account  of  their  religion  j  aiding 
them  with  their  counfcl,  eftate,  and  perfons, 
as  need,  may  require- 

V.  And,  as  queftiohs  may  occur  in  regard 
to  religion,  application  fliall  be  made  to  the 
Churches  in  genei'al,  and  an  nnaiiimous  opi-  ' 
nion  be  retiwued  :  For  infl:ance,  if  any  particu- 
lar Church  i^  confulted  in  regard  to  a  matter 
of  religion,  or  toucliing  the  conceflions,  the 
(aid  Church  (hall  not  give  any  opinion  till 
they  have  taken  fuflicicnt  time  to  commnni- 
cate  the  buiiilefs  to  the  other  Churches,,  and 
members  of  the  Union  r  In  (hort,  they  are  to 
delibei'ute- in  common,  to  anfwer,  and  to  aft, 
by  common  advice  J  with  all  that  modefty, 
candour,  and  (incerity  w  hich  is  fuited  to  the 
fpirit  of  good  ChriftianSr 

VL  An. 
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VL  All  and  every  one^  in  cafe  any  flialt 
infringe  the  articles  contained  in  this  declare 
tion  of  Union,  are  to  be  cenfured^  and  even  cor* 
re^^cd  by  cliurch-diicipline,  fo  far  as  to  be  beldj 
by  the  reft  of  tlie  United  Body,  as  (chifmaticft 
and  peijured,  providing  the  crime  demands 
fuch  fcverity  ;  no  partial  regard  being  (hown 
to  perfons  or  characters  < 

To  the  i>erformance  of  thefe  Articles,  they 
foleiiinly  bind  themfelves,  with  hands  lifted 
up  to  God  Ahnighty,  Father^  Soil,  and  Holy 
Ghoft.     Amen. 

Done  and  Ratifie<^  the  I  ith  day  of  Novem- 
ber 157  I  • 

TitESE  ArticIeS^  of  Union  gteatty  animated 
the  faithful  of  the  Waldcnfcs ;  and,^  on   the 
other  hand,   very  much  damped  the  fpirit  of 
their  advei-faries,   whofe  arts  had  been  invari- 
ably employed   in    endeavouring   to    difunite* 
thofe  poor  people,  for  the  purpofe  of  deftroy- 
ing  them  more  effectually  in  fucceffion.  Meaii* 
Avhile,  it  appears  to  me  very  I'emarkable,  that, 
during  the  lateft  ftruggles  of  tlic  Waldcnfcs, 
when  they  had  done  nothing  but  renewed  their 
ancient  bond  of  tJition,  tKey  had  been  decried  j 
^nd,  by  the  manifeftOs  of  the  Court  of  Turing 
and  divers  other  publications,   have  been  re- 
prelented  as  having  entered    into   a  fblemn 
combination  to  throw  off  alle^ance   to    theii* 
Sovereign.    Whereas,  in  the  year  157 1>  there 
is  not  one  to  be  found  in  the  Court,  or  even 
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aiiiong  the  clero;}',  of  a  fpirit  fo  malignant  as 
to  take  advantage  of  any  parHcular  article, 
ill  order  to  make  it  believed  by  the  Prince,  far 
lefs  by  ftrangcrs,  that  the  people  of  the  Wal- 
denfes  had  entered  into  any  unconflitiuional 
nieafiires,  or  bound  lliemfelves,  by  oath,  to  re- 
bellion and  revolt.  Upon  the  whole,  It  will 
be  in  vain  to  look  for  any  article  of  imion  tliat 
has  been  made,  but  in  conformity  to  tlie  a- 
bovc  mentioned  ;  nor  any  one  elfe,  of  a  later 
date,  that  militates,  in  a  ftronger  degree,  a- 
gainft  that  fidelity  and  obedience  which  loyal 
fubjcds  owe  to  their  lawful  fovisreign  *." 

SECONDLY,  If  we  turn  our  eyes  unto  the 
Churches  of  the  Reformation,  we  will  fttid  co- 
venanting praiftifcd  in  every  form,  and  with  " 
every  folemnity  that  could  poffibly  be  append- 
<^d.  In  the  critical  lituation  in  which  the  fol- 
lowers of  Luther  found  themfclves,  at  the 
diet  of  Auglburg  1530,  they  ^flayed  this  im- 
portant duty ;  and  framed  the  fdmous  League 
of  Smalkaki,  which  was  renewed  four  years 
afterwards;  which  renovation  I  have  been  able 
to  infert. 

.  "  BY  the  Grace  of  Go|J,  Wk,  John  Fre- 
DER^lCH,  Duke  of  Saxony,  High  Marcfliall  of 
the  Empire  of  Rome,  and  Prince  EleAor,  Lant- 

*    Leger    Hid.    General    dcs    Eglifes    EvaHgeliques 
Vajlcs  de  Pic<Uiioiit,  Liv.  ii.  p.  46. 

*  Hhhh  grave 
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•  grave  of  Trurhigie,  and  Marquis  of  MiGie,  a^ 
Avell  in  our  own  name  as  in  the  name  of  the 
noble  Prince  John  Ernest,  Ukcwife  Duke  of 
Saxonye,  our  moft  beloved  Brother,  Ph  i  li  P  P  e, 
Ernest,  Francis,  Brethren  Dukes  of  Bruuf- 
wick  and  Lunenburg  ;  Ullrich  Duke  of  Wort- 
enbcrg,  and  in  Deck,  Eric  in  Montbelyard  j 
Philipp  Lantgrave  of  Heflen,  Eric  of  Catts 
in  Dietz,  Zigenham  and  Nycr ;  Be RjifiNU s  and 
Philip,  Dukes  of  Stetin,  Pomcm,  Caflabum, 
Wcnden,  Princes  of  Rug,  Erles  in  Gi&anf 
Wolfgang  John,  George,  and  JoAcniMy 
Brethren  Princes  in  Axihalt,  Erles  of  Afcanion, 
and  Lords  in  Berpburgj  Gebhard  and  Al- 
bert, Brethrenf,  Erlo^  and  Lords  in  MansfeW; 
the  Confides,  Decui'ions,  Tribunes^  Senate,  and 
People  of  the  within  named  Cities  of  the  High- 
Germany,  Saxon,  and  Hanfe,  or  on  the  See; 
that  is  to  fay,  Argentina,  Augufta,  Frankford, 
Conftantia,  Ulmc,  Efling,  Renthhg,  Meniingia, 
Linde,  Bibrac,  Ifua,]VIagdeburgh,  Breme,Brunf- 
\vick,  Goflaria,  Hamibria,  Gottingia,  Embcck, 
Hamburgha,  Lubeck,  and  Myndia,^  do  profcfs, 

.  by  thefc  our  Letters,  in  the  name  of  us,  *6irf 
Heyres  and  Succeflbrs,  and  do  fignifie  to  all 
men,  that  feen  the  ftate  of  this  Seafon,  is  every 
where  very  perilloufe,  and  appereth  (b,  that 
many  men  are  about  and  praAife  to  difturbe 
fiidi  as  do  caufc,  and  fuflFer  the  fyncere  Doc- 
trine of  the  Gofj^ell  to  be  preached  and  taught 
in  their  Dukedoms^  Provrnccs,  Cities,  and  Terri- 
tories,  (by  the  Grace  of  God)  and  which  (a- 
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liolifliing  all  abu{e8)*doc  ftiulie  to  brincr  in  Ce- 
remonies confenting  to  the  Wonl  of  God : 
and  effqrce  them  felfs  to  divert  them  from 
<Jhrifts  DoArine  ;  yea,  by  force  and  violence: 
and  fc'en  klfo^  that  the  office  of  every  Chriftian 
JMargeflrate,  is  not  only  to  fuft'er  that  the  fyn- 
cere  Worde  of  God  be  preached  to  his  (lib-  . 
jeifls  ;  bat  alfo,  with  all  his  ftadye,  care,  and 
fbllitiide,  to  provide  (to  his  power),  that  the 
holefomc  Doi^rinc  of  the  Gofpell  and  the 
Truth,  onfq  knowji  and  profefled,  be  not  vio- 
fcntly  extorted,  and  they  deprived  of  the  fame: 
For  this  caufe,  we  doe  knowledg,  that  it  is  our 
mod  Dnetie  and  Neceflitie,  of  the  offices  of 
onr  Magiftratc,  in  cafe  nowe  or  hereafter"  it 
ihvM  happen,  that  any  man  wold  attempt  and 
jaflay  to  diverte  us,  or  our  fubjeils,  by  force  or 
4Llede,  from  the  Wordc  of  God,  and  the  Truth 
known  ;  and  to  bring  in  again,  and  reflore  the 
nngodlie  ceremonies  and  abufes  already  abo- 
iiOied  (which  God,  by  his  good  clemence  wall 
forbyd,  as  we  truft  that  no  man  woU  attempt 
fiich  tiling)  for  to  repr^e  fuch  violence  and 
perill  from  the  bodys  and  fouls  of  us.  and  our 
fubjefts,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  and  for  to  ex- 
cufe  and  avoid  the  fame  to  the  Praifc  of  God, 
to  the  augmentation  of  the  (yncere  Doiftrine 
of  the  GofpcH,  and  to  the  confervation  of  the 
Uniform  Eftatc,  Tranquillite,  and  HoneiHe  Pu- 
blick,  in  the  Empire,  for  the  love  of  the  Nation 
of  Alemaync  ;  and  alfo  for  the  Commenda- 
tion, Honoiu',  and  Good  of  our  Dukedoms, 
Hhhh  2  Provinces, 
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Provinces,  Lordfliips,  and  Cities,  onely  to  pi-o- 
vide  for  the  caufe  of  our  defence,  and  tuicion; 
the  which  is  permitted  to  every  man,  not  one- 
ly by  the  Lawe  of  Nature  and  of  Men,  but  al- 
fo  by  the  Law  Written.  "I'hereforc,  we  have 
alfembled  and  concluded,  to  give  and  be  bound 
eche  to  otlier  of  a  Cln-iilian,  Lawfull  and 
Friendly  Leagc  and  Confederation,  and  by  the 
Vertue,  Foitlce,  andReafon  of  this  our  Lctterjr, 
we  agi'cc,  concUide,  and  bjnde  our  fclfs  eche 
to  other  upon  a  Confederation,  with  the  Con- 
ditions tliat  follovveth :  That  is  to  fav,  That 
all  and  cveiy  of  us  fliall  be  bound  to-  favour 
eche  other  harteTy  and  truely,  and  to  warn 
eche  other  of  all  Imminent  Danger,  and  to^- 
void  it :  And  that  noon  of  us,  openly  or  ffi- 
cretly,  fhall  willingly  give  Palfage  to  the  Ene- 
my, or  Advcrfaries  of  nJie  other,  nor  to  warn 
or  fupport  them. 

An  d  becaule  this  Confederation  is  onely  made 
for  caufe  of  our  Tuicion  and  Dcfenfe,  anduot 
to  the  entent  that  aily  of  us  fliall  move  warr, 
if  ther  fliall  happen  any  of  us,  whatfocvcr  he 
be,  to  be  violently  aifawtcd  for  the  Word  of 
God,  the  Doclrinc  of  the  Golpell  and  our  Faith, 
or  for  fuch  other  caufes  as  do  depend  of  the 
Word  of  God,  the  Doiftrine  of  the  GofpcU,  or 
onr  Faith,  or  be  annexed  thereunto;  or  if, 
under  any  other  pretext  or  coloiu%  there  ilniM 
be  any  Violence  attemptetl  againfl;  any  of  uh, 
and  that  we  the  refl:,  winch  fliuld  not  then  he 
invaded   myght   thinjke   and  judge  that  fuch 
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Wcrr,  or  MolcncejflmUl  be  moved  for  tlic  canfe 
of  the  VV^oril  of  God,  or  of  the  Religion  ;  and 
that  he  to  Whom  the  Werr,  or  Violence  is  Im- 
minent, wold  pennitt  it  to  our  knowleilge, 
arbitracion,  anti  detifeou  ;^  that  then  we  all 
•the  rell  of  this  Confedcracion,  and  every  of  ns, 
that  be  comprehendcil  in  this  Chrillen  Confc- 
deracion,  (hall  be  bound  to  take  no  Icllc  to 
fierte,  and  take  in  hanil  as  dcligcntcly  to  pro- 
vide for  the  f line,  incontinently  as  fuch  Ferfons 
that  be  in\'adcd  (liall  reqnii'e  our  Help,  or  that 
\v€  fliall  know  it,  (vvith  all  our  power)  ^as  tl)o'  ' 
we  Ihuld  be  alVawted  our  (elfs,  and  for  our  own 
proper  cau(c  :  And, ^therefore,  without  any  de- 
layc,  and  without  any  deccpte  or  gyle,  with- 
out taryeng  for  any  other,  with  all  our  might 
and  power,  we  (liall  be  bound  Yo  Succour,  De- 
fend, and  Helpe  him  that  (hall  be  aflhwtcd,* 
after  fuch  Form  and  Manner,  as  for  the  f^ia- 
lirie  and  Circumftances  of  the  Thing,  and  the 
Tyme,  it  Ihall  be  adjuilged  mod  util,  and  moft 
commodioufe  to  the  relt  of  us  ;  and  like  as, 
the  Fidelite  and  Charite  to  be  given-and  (hew- 
ed to  the  Neiglibors  upon  his  (^onicience  and 
Salut  fliall  teach  him  ;  and  that  wc  Ihall  trucly 
adminiflcr  and  dcale  oon  with  another.  And 
that,  in  fuch  cafe,  never  oon  of  us  Ihall  agree, 
compound,  or  make  any  'I'ranfaction  or  Tre  wes, 
without  the  aflcnt  and  will  of  the  rclh 

Also,  That  tliis  our  Chriften  Confederation, 
flial  be  taken  antl  undcrllanden  to  be  in  no 
wife   Prejudicial   or  lltirtful   to    the   Emperors 
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Majeftie,  our  Cleaicntiffinie  Lord  ;  nor  to  any 
State  of  the  Empire,  or  any  other :  But  onclj 
for  the  Confervatiou  of  tlie  Do^rine  and  Truth 
of  the  GofpcH,  and  of  the  Peace  and  Tran- 
quiUite  in  the  Empyre  and  Alemayns  nation, 
and  to  v^'ithlland  wrongfuli  Violence  from  us' 
and  our  fulgects  and  allyes;,and  onely  in  cafe 
<rf  Defence,  and  in  fuch  cafe  as  every  of  \uj 
may  bear  and  falfer  the  juft  KnowJegc  and 
Decifion  of  his  own  Caufe,  as  is  aforcfaid,  and 
aone  other  wife  ;  and  if  any  man  wol  be  joyn- 
ed  to  this  our  Confedcracion,  which  is  not  com- 
prehended in  it  already,  fo  that  he  be  dedicate  • 
to  the  Worde  of  God,  and  fliall  permitte  the 
iyncere  DoiSbiue  of  the  Gofj>ell,  conformable 
to  our  Confelfion,.  exliibited  to  the  Emperor* 
Majeftie,  and  to  all  the  Orders  of  the  Empire 
in  die  Aflemble  at  Augfburg,  freely  to  be 
preached,  tought,  and  kept  in  liis  Laiuls,  Pro- 
vince, and  Dominions,  and  woH  conftantely 
ftyck  to  the  fame  Do<ftrine,  he  or  they  ought 
to  be  afcribed  and  r.eceyvcd  in  this  Confedcra- 
ciou,  by  the  aflent  and -will  of  us  all. 

And  bycaule  that  Chriften  Confederacion, 
'which  (hall  be  fiuiflied  the  Sundayauvocnvit, 
the  year  of  our  Lord  1537,  hath  lafteU  the  o- 
ther  lix  years  laft  paft,  between  us,  excepted 
us  Ulrich,  Duke  of  Wertemberg,  &c.  and  us 
IJcrnim  and  Philipp,  Dukes  of  Fomcren  ;  us 
John,  George,  and  Joacliim,  Princes  of  An- 
halt ;  and  the  Cities  of  Auglburgh,  Frankford, 
Kcmpt^  Ifamibra;  and  Mynda  j   We,   at  their 
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Friendly  and  DiFigent  Pcticioir,  have  rcceyvetl 
them  into  tliis  our  Confederation ;  and  wc  do 
bynde  our  felfs  eche  to  other  agyn,  that  this 
ChriftcnLc age  (hall  be  prorogcd  and  extended, 
begynning  from  the  faid  Sunday  in  vocavit,  1 5377 
by  the  fpace  of  Ten  Yeres  next  enfuyng,  as 
this  ChrHlen  Lcage,  by  the  Ten  Yeres  next 
enfuyng,  ought  to  be  kept  and  prorogcd  con- 
ftantly,  fyncerely,  and  bona  fide,  by  us,  and 
every  of  i|s,  without  any  Fi-awde  or  Malign. ' 

And  if  it  (hall  happen  us  to  entrc  VVerre 
with  any  man  for  the  DoAiine  of  the  Reli-^ 
gidn,  or  any  other  Caufe  depending  of  the 
fame,  that  fhuld  not  be  finiilied  Nvithin  the  fpace 
of  the  faid  Ten  Yeres ;  yet,  nevenhelcs,  al- 
though the  faid  time  of  Ten  Yeres  be  utterly 
expired,  yet  the  faid  Expedicion  (liall  be  con- 
tynued  and  prolecuted,  and  the  Wcrre  brought 
to  an  ende  ;  and  that  then  it  fliallnot  be  Law- 
fbfl  for  any  of  the  Confederates  toexempte  him 
ef  the  flimc,  nor  hope  upon  exemption,  and 
fi"om  that  tyme  it  (hall  be  Lawfull  for  the  Con- 
federates, to  protraA  and  prolong  this  Confe- 
deration, if  tliey  (hall  fo  think  good* 

We,  the  forcfaid  EleAors  and  iMnccs,  Erles, 
and  Mao i(b*ates  of  Cities,  by  interiK)(ition  of 
our  Feith  indeed  of  an  other,  do  Promife,  and 
take  upon  us,  for  us,  and  for  our  Heircs,  con- 
ftantly  and  perpetually  to  obferve  and  per- 
fonne  all  and  (ingular  the  Premilles  truely  and 
lyncerely  as  itbchoveth  Princes  and  Good  Men. 
And  that  we  (liall   nor  doe,   nor  procui*eany 
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tlimg,  in  any  wife,  to  be  clone  againft  tills 
Leage  and  Confederation :  But,  in  all  Points, 
fliall  deale  and  procedc  tnicly  and  (^ucerely, 
without  any  Fi'awdc  or  Malcngin.  And,  for 
more  Credence  and  coniiraiacion  of  all  and  e- 
very  tbofe  Things,  every  of  us,  the  faid  Elec- 
tors, Princes,  Erics,  and  Cities^  hi  the  name  of 
us  our  nighnes  and  Succeffors,  have  caufed 
our  Seals,  wittingly  and  willingly,  to  be  fctt  to 
thcfe  Prcfents,  wjiich  have  been  given  the 
Yere  of  the  Nativite  of  our  Savyor  Jefiis  Chrift 
1536^/'      Cotton  Lib.  Cleop,  E.  vi.  p.  303. 

As  to  the  Churches  of  the  Reformed,  as  they 
are  ftyled.  Covenanting  will  be  foimcl  as  fre- 
quent among  them:  The  Church  of  Geneva, 
for  example.  The  form  of  the  bond  which  tliey 
ufed  has  eluded  my  refearches  j*;  but  Bcza, 
•who  wrote  the  Life  of  Calvin,  aUiires  us,  "^that 
he  contended.  That,  all  the  people  being  af- 
fembled,  they  fliould  openly  abjure  Popeiy, 
and  SWEAR  unto  the  Chrillian  Religion  and 
Difcipline,  comprehended  under  a  few  heads: 
And  althouo-h  not  a  few  refufcd,  through  the 
rage  of  favftion  ;  yet  God  granted,  that,  on  the 
2otii  day  of  July  15*37,  the  capital  articles  of 
the    Chriflian    Religion    and    Difcipline   were 

•  Apud  Burnet's  CallcL^ion,  p.  99 — 102. 
f  *"!  am   not  certain  >vhether  the  Articles  of  Faith, 
•wliicli  were  Sworn  to  aird  Subfcribed,  might  not  be  the 
Confefliou  of  Faith  which  is  entitled,  "  Fornuila  Coaftr- 
fioni3,*^  &c.  in.  Calvin's  Works, 
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SWOHN  by  the  Senate  and  people  of  Geneva  $ 
a  public  fcribe  felting  tlieni  an  example."  The 
fame  airthor  alfo  oives  us  to  underftand,  that 
this  League  extended  to  Bern. and  Loufanne^ 
as  well  as  Geneva.  The  Churches  of  Holland 
praAifcd  this  duty^  a&  well  as  thofe  of  Gcne^ 
va  and  Switzerland.  It  appears,  that  eveiy 
'  congregation  had  its  own  bond ;  and,  when 
perfons  offered  to  partake  of  the  facrament 
of  the  Lord's  Supper,  they  entered  into  a  fo- 
lenin  covenant,  as  the  term  of  their  admiffion, 
SaysZEPPERUs,  one  of  their  minifter?, ''  When 
perfons  are  admitted  to  the  Lord's  Table,  they 
make  a  public  profeflion  of  theiv  faith  be^fore 
all. the  Church  ;  and  lixeways  promife  and  co- 
VENANT,  that  they  will  continue  in  that  failli, 
and  lead  their  lives  accordingly  **/*  Calvim 
fecms  to  think,  that  it  was  a  prai^ice  of  this 
kind  which,  under  Antichrift,  was  transformed 
into  CONFIRMATIO.N  "I*.  And,  asCoMMENius 
obfcrves,  the  Bohemian  Churche?  preferved 
this  inftitution  in  its  purity  ;  For  fuch  as  were 
admitted-  to  ij^ecial  fellowfliip  among  them 
made  a  folemn  profeflion  of  their  faith  before 
all  the  congregation,  engaging  to  live  ac- 
cording to  the  niles  of  the  Gofpel  J.  This 
tcrhi  of  adrniflion  was  not  precipitately  recei- 
ved among  the  Churches  in  Hollai-d,  however; 

*  Zepperus  dc  Polit.  EccL  Lib.  I.  cap.  xii. 

t  Inftitut.  Lib.  IV.  cap.  xix.  §  13. 

%  Hifl.  p.  4$.  Rat.  ordin.  p.  4;,  46. 

^  1  i  i  i  but, 
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but,  the  cafe  being  maturely  confidered,  it  was 
enjoined  by  the  authority  of  feveral  fynodd*. 
IF  \v  e  furvey  the  Churches  of  Sweden,  wc  will 
find  them  equally  careful  in  bringing  individ'ual 
members,  as  well  as  public  perlans,  under  Ib- 
lemn  engagements  to  maintam  the  do«irine, 
worfhip,  and  difcipline  of  divine  appointment. 
PuffbndorfF  affures,  that,  as  the  light  of  tlie 
Gofpcl  was  diifufed  in  that  country,  by  the  pcr- 
ufal  of  the  holy  Scriptures  in  their  mothcr- 
tongite,  fo  "  the  Kmg  ^and'Eftates  obliged  them- 
fqlves,  BY  A  SOLEMN  o AT H,  to  maintaicf  thc 
Lutheran  religion  with,  all  their  power  j*:^' 
And  covenant-renovation  appears  to  have  ob- 
tained in  the  fame  church  j  they  afterwards 
formed  an  Association,  at  Icail,  under  the 
aufpices  of  Duke  Charles,  for  the  defence  of 
the  Proteftant  religion ;  and  to  defeat  the  in- 
sidious pracflices  of  Sigifmund  for  its  over- 
throw :}; .  As  to  the  Churches  of  Hungary  and 
Tranfylvama,  two  different  (ynods  prescribe 
AN  OATH  to  be  taken  by  fuperihtendants,  mi- 
nifters,  elders,  and  candidates  for  the  holy  riai- 
niftry,  and  (uch  as  are  converted  from  crnw 
unto  the  truth  §. — ^Froni  the  caftem  point  of 

♦  Increase  Mather,  Order  of  the  ChMrcUcs  in  New  - 

England,  p.  ao. 

f.  Puffendorff's  Inti'oducfiioii  to  tlie  Hiftory  of  Europe^ 

p.  476. 

I  PuFFENDORFF,  p.  486.  nt  fiipra. 

§   Vide   Canones   Ecclef.    Helvet.  in  Synod.  CoMjA- 

THiNJE  et  Varadjni  Statuti  ann.-i<32,  Clafs  !•  Caa.  7^ 

B,  27.  Clafi  II,  Can,  a,  ;>  7,  8, 

Europe  - 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


DISSERTATION     XVIH.         619 

Europe  unto  the  nioft  diftant  colonies  of  Ame- 
rica did  this  practice  prevail  in  the  laft  cen- 
tury :  For  example,  Mr  Higginfon  and  Mr 
Skelton,  and  other  good  people,  that  arrived 
at  Salem  in  the  year  1629,  fet  apart  the  fixth 
day  of  Auguft,  after  their  arrival,  for  fafting 
and  prayer,  for  the  fettling  a  church-ftatc^  a- 
niong  them,  and  for  their  making  a  Confeffion 
of  .their  Faith,  and  entering  into  an  holy  Co- 
venant, whereby  that  church-ftate  was  formed. 
Now,  the  Covenant  whcreunto  thefe  Chriftians 
engaged  themfelves,  and  which  was,  about 
(even-  years  after,  (blemnly  te'newed  among 
them,  I  ftiall  lay  before  my  readers,  as  it  was 
then  exprefled  and  enforced. 

"  WE  covenant  witii  our  Lord,  and  one 
with  another ;  and  we  do  bind  ourfelves,  inf 
the  prefence  of  God,  to  walk  together  in  all 
his,  ways,  according  as  be  is  pleafed  to  reveal 
liimfelf  unto  us  in  his  bleflcd  word  of  truth  ; 
and  do  explicitly,  in  the  name  and  fear  of 
God,  profefs  and  proteft,  to  walk  as  JFoUoweth, 
through  the  power  and  grace  of  onr  Lord  Je- 
fus  Chrift:  "  We  avouch  the  Lord  to  be  our 
God,  and  ourfelves  to  be  his  people,  in  the 
truth  and  fimplicity  of  oqr  fpirits.  W^e  give 
ourfelves  to  the  Lord  Jefus  Ghrift,  and  the 
word  of  hi&  grace,  for  the  teaching,  ruhng, 
and  fan^SHfying  of  us  in  matters  of  wor/liip  and 
converfation,refolving  to  cleave  unto  him  alone 
for  life  and  glwy;  and  to  reje*5t  all  contrary 
I  i  i  i  2  ^vaJS, 
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ways,  canons,  and  tcftimonies  of  men  in  his 
worlliip.  We  |>roniife  to  walk  with  our  bre- 
thren, with  all  watchfiilnefs  and  tendcmefs, 
avoidnig  jealouHcs  and  fiifpicions,  backbitings, 
cenfurings,  provokings,  fecrct  rilings  of  fpirit 
againft  them  j  but',  in  all  olFences,  to  follow 
the  rule  of  our  Lord  Jcfus,  and  bear  and  for- 
bear, give  and  forgive,  as  he  hath  taught  us. 
In  public  or  private  (hall  willingly  do  nothing 
to  the  offence  of  the  Church  ;  but  will  be  wil- 
ing to  take  advice  for  ourfclves  and  ours,  as 
occafion  flxall  be  prefcnted.  We^  will  not,  in 
the  congregation,  be  forward  to  fhew  our  own 
gifts,  either  by  (peaking  or  fcrupling,  or  thcYc 
difcover  the  weaknefs  and  failings  of  our  bre- 
thren ;  but  attend  an  orderly  call  thereunto, 
knowing  how  much  th»  Lord  may  be  diflionour- 
cd,  and  his  gofpcl,  and  the  prof^ffion  of  it 
flighted  by  our  diftempers,  and  weaknefles  m 
public.  We  bind  ourfelves  to  ftudy  tlie  ad- 
vancement of  the  Golpel  in  all  truth  and  peace; 
l)oth  in  regard  of  thofe  that  Are  within  or  with- 
out }  no  way  flighting  our  fifter  churches,  hut 
•  iifing  their  counfcl  as  need  lliall  be ;  not  lay- 
ing a  ftumbling-block  before  any,  no,  not  the 
Indians,  whofc  good  we  defire  to  promote; 
^iud  fo  to  converfe  as  we  may  avoid  the  very 
aj^pcarance  of  evil.  We  do  promife  to  carry 
ourfelves  in  all  lawful  obedience  to  thofe  that 
are  over  us  in  church  or  commonwealth,  know- 
ing how  wcll-pleafing  it  will  be  IQ  tlie  Lord, 

•      tlial 
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that  they  fliould  liavc  encouragement  in  their 
places,  by  our  not  grievilig  their  fpirits^  through 
our  irregularities.  We  refolvc  to  approve  our- 
Iclves  to  the  Lord  in  our  particular  callings ; 
rtiunning  icUt^ncls,  as  the  bane  of  any  ftatc;  nor 
will  we  deal  hardly  or  oppreflingly  with  any, 
-wherein  we  are  the  Lord's,  ftcwards.  Pronii- 
iingalfo,  unto  our  beft  ability^  to  teach  our 
children  and  fervants  the  knowledge  of  God, 
and  of  his  will,  that  they  may  fervc  him  alfo; 
^nd  all  this  not  by  any  ftrength  of  our  own, 
"but  by  the  Lord  Chrift ;  whofe  blood  we  de- 
iire  may  fprinklc  this  oUr  covenant,  made  in 
his  name*." 

Forty-seven  years  after  this,  a  Synod  met 
at  Bofton  for  the  purpoic  of  Covcnant-renova- 
tion»     The  tenor  whereof  follows  r' 

'^  W^E,  who  through  the  exceedmg  riches 
of  the  grace  and  patience  of  God,  do  continue 
to  be  a  church  of  Chrift,  being  now  aflembled 
in  the  holy  prcfencc  of  God,  in  the  name  of 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  after  humble  confellion 
of  our  manifold  breaches  of  covenant  before 
the  Lord  our  God,  and  earneft  fupplication  of 
pardoning  mercy  through  the  blood  of  Chrift, 
— ^after  deep  acknowledgment  of  our  great  ivn- 
worthinefs  to  be  owned  to  be  the  Lord's  cove- 

♦  Matukr's  Jiiftory  of  New  England^  Book  I.  p.  i8. 
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nant  people  ;  al(b,  acknowledging  our  own  in- 
ability to  keep  covenant  with  God,  or  to  per^ 
form  any  fpiritual  duty,  unlefs  the  Lord  Jefus 
enable  thereto  by  bis  Spirit  dwelling  in  us:  And 
being  awfully  fenlible,  that  it  is  a  dreadful 
tiling  for  linful  duft  and  afhes  perfbually  to 
tranfacl  with  the  infinitely  glorious  niajefty  of 
heaven  and  earth,  we  do,  in  humble  confidence 
of  his  gracious  afliilance  and  acceptance  thro' 
Chrift,  each  one  of  us  for  ourfelves,  and  joint- 
ly as  a  Church  of  the  living  God,  and  one  with 
another,  in  manner  following : 

We  do*give  up  ourfelves  to  that  God  whofc 
name  alone  is  Jehovah,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
Ghoft,  the. One  only  time  and  living  God,  and 
to  oiu*  blelled  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  as  our  only 
blefled  Saviom*,  Prophet,  Prieft,  and  King  over 
bur  fouls,  and  only  mediator  of  tlie  Covenant 
of  Grace,  promiling  (by  the  help  of  his  Spirit 
and  grace)  to  cleave  unto  God  as  our  chief 
good,  and  to  the  Lord  Jefus^Chrift,  by  faith 
and  goipel  obedience,-  as  becometli  his  cove- 
nant people  for  ever.  We  do  alfo  give  our 
offspring  luito  God  in  Jefus  Chrift,  avoucliing 
the  Lord  to  be  our  God,  and  the  God  of  our 
children,"  and  ourfelves,  with  our  children,  to 
be  his  people  ;  humbly  adoring  the  grace  of 
God,  that  we^  and  our  offspring  with  us,  may 
be  looked  upon  to  be  the  Lord's. 

V/e  do  aU'o  give  up  ourfelves  one  to. another 
in  ihe  Lord,  ainJ  according  to  the  will  of  God; 

freely 
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freely  covenanting  and  binding  ourfclves  to 
walk  togetRer  as  a  right  ordered  congrega- 
tion and  church  of  Chrift,  in  all  the  \^  ays  of 
his  worftrip,  according  to  the  holy  rules  of  die 
word  of  God  ;  promifing,  in  brotherly  love,  to 
"watch  over  one  another's  (bills  faitlifully,  and 
to  fubmit  ourfelves  unto  the  difcipHne  and  go- 
vemmetit  of  Chrift  in  his  Church,  and  duly  to 
attend  to  all  thofe  ordinances  vvhich  Chrift 
hath  inftituted  in  his  Church,  and  commanded 
to  be' attended  by  his  people,  according  to  th^ 
order  of  the  Gofpel  and  the  degrees  of  com- 
munion unto  which  we  have  attained  ;  not  reft- 
ing  in  meafures  attained,  biit  prcffing  after 
all :  And  whereas  the  meflengers  of  thofc 
Churches,  who  have  met  together  in  the  name 
of  Chrift,  to  enquire  into  the  reafon  of  God's 
controverly  with  his  people,  have  taken  notice 
of  many  provokmg  evils,  as  the  procuring 
caufes  of  the  judgments  of  God  upon  New 
England;  So  far  aa  we,  or  any  of  us,  have  ^ 
been  guilty  of  provoking  God  by  any  fin  there- 
in difcovered  to  us,  we  defire,  from  our  hearts^ 
to  wail  it  belore  the  Lord,  and  humbly  to  en- 
treat for  pardoning  mercy,  for  the  fake  of  the 
blood  of  the  Everlafting  Covenant :  And  as  au 
expedient  to  the  reformation  of  thofe  evils,  or 
whatever  elle  has  provoked  the  eyes  of  God's 
glory  amongft  us,  We  do  freely  engage  and 
promife,,as  in  the  prefencc  t>f  God^ 

First,  That  we  will  (Chrift  helping)  en- 
deavour, every  one  of  us,  to  reform  our  heart 

and 
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and  life,  by  feeking  to  nioitify  all  our  fins,  and 
labouring  to  walk  more  clofely  with  God  than 
ever  yet  we  have  done ;  and  will  continue  to 
worfliip  God  in  public,  private,  and  fecret ; 
^  and  this  without  formality  or  hypociify :  And 
more  fully  and  faithfully  than  heretofore^  to 
difcharge  all  covenant-duties,  one  to  another, 
in  church-communion. 

Secondly,  To  walk  ,  before  "  Ciod  in  our 
houfcs  with  a  perfeA  heart,  and  that  we  will 
uphold  the  worfliip  of  God  continually  there- 
in, according  as  he,  in  his  word,  cipth  require; 
both  in  refpc(5l  of  prayer  and  reading  the  Scrip- 
tures, that  fo  the  wor<l  of  God  may  dwell  rijch- 
ly  in  us  :  And  we  will  do  what  in  us  lies  to 
bring  up  our  chiUIren  for  Chrift,  that  they 
may  be  fuch  as  have  the  Lord's  name  put  upon 
them,  as,  by  a  fplenin  dedication  to  God  iu 
Chrill,  ought  to  be:  And  will,  therefore  (as 
need  fliall  be),  catechife,  exhort,"  and  charge 
them  to  the  fear  of  the  Lord  ;  and  endeavour 
to  fet  an  holy  example  before  them,  and  be 
much  in  prayer  for  their  converlion  and  falva^ 
tion.  .  . 

Thirdly,  To  endeavour  to  be  pure  from 
the  fins  of  the  times  ;  efpecially  thofe  fins 
which  have  been,  by  the  late  Synod,  folenwly 
declared  and  evidenced  to  be  the  evils  that 
have  brought  the  judgments  of  God  upon 
New  England  ;  apd,  in  our  places,  to  endea- 
vour the    fuppreflion   thereof,  and  bd  careful 

fo 
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To  to  walk  as  that  we  may  not  give  bcckfioii 
to  others  to  fin^  or  fpcak  evil  of  our  holy  pro^ 
feflion. 

Now,  that  wc  may  obfeire  and  keep  this 
facred  covenant,  and  all  the  branches  of  it, 
inviolable  for  ever,  we  defire  to  deny  ourfelves, 
and  to  depend  wholly  upon  the  power  of  the 
Eternal  Spirit  of  Grace,  and  on  the  free  Mer- 
cy of  God^  and  Merit  of  Chrift  Jefus ;  and 
where  we  fliall  fail^  there  to  wait  Upon  the 
X«ord  Jefiis  Chrift  for  pardon,  accfeptance>  and 
healing,  for  his  name's  fake*/' 

Time  ^ 

♦  Math c A  iit  fiij>ra>  p*  951.11  ■  tThfe  Acknowledg- 
luent  of  Sins,  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  bond,  confift- 
fed  of  fourteen  difliniEl  parts.  The  duty  of  confef?ing 
the  guilt  of  co"venaut- violation  preceded  that  of  cove- 
]fkant-renoTation  ;  and  die  manner  of  covenanting  id  de* 
fcribed,  by  this  hiftorian,  in  the  following  terms :  *'  In 
this  Renewal  of  Covenant,  there  were  foine  Churches, 
who,  fVom  1  know  not  what  pbjeiflions,  of  there  teing  no 
^xprefs  warrant  for  it  in  the  New  Teftament,  and  their 
doing  it  implicitly  in  every  a^  of  divine  woHhip,  and 
the  imaginary  danger  of  innovations,  would  not  com- 
ply with  the  advice  of  the  Synod :  But  all  the  virgina 
were  not  fo  flcepy  ;•  and  very  remarkable  was  the  blef* 
fing  of  God  upon  the  Churches  wliich  did^not  fo  fleep. 
In  ihort,  many  of  the  Churches  having,  on  previous  dayii 
of  failing  and  prayer,  confidered  the  expe<5lations  o( 
God  concerning  them,  they  were  willing,  ,a  new  to  de- 
clare their  mod  explicit  confent  unto  the  Covenant  of 
Grace,  and  moft  explicitly  to  engage  unto  a  growing 
watchfulnefs  in  fuch  duties  of  the  covenant  as  were 
mor^  peculiarly  accommodated  unto  their  prefent  cir* 
cumftances.  They  publicly  devoted  another  dayi:o  faft'- 
ing  and  prayer,  whereat  a  vaft  confluence  of  other 
i^cighboUrs  wcrQ  ufually  prefent ;  and,  on  tjhjs  day,  the 
♦        Kkkk  «ni;niA,cr 
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Time  would  fail  mc  to  detiheate  the  fodal 
covenanting  which  took  place  in  the  Prote- 
ftant  Churches,  by  their  mutual  fubfcription  of 
each  others  Confeflions  of  Faith;  yea,  and 
their  {wearing  to  maintain  the  articles  contain- 
ed in  them,  which  they  deemed  the  p  R  £  s  ent 
T  R  u  T  »»  Nor  can  I  flay  to  infert  the  Various 
leagues  which  were  formed  for  the  (upport  of 
the  Proteifcmt  caufe,  foch  as  the  Evai^gblic 
Union,  &c.  That  love  which  difpofed  the 
children  of  Chrifl:  to  fiirrender  thenoielves  unto 
him,  as  their  rightful  Lord,  diipofed  them  to 
rifle  tlieir  life  in  the  caule  of  their  brethren  in 
him.  And  greater  love  hath  na  man  than 
that  he  fliouid  lay  down  his  life  for  the  bre- 
thren. 

mlnifter  of  the  place  havings  in  tbe  forenoon,  prajcd 
and  preached  fuitablj  to  the  occafion,  he  proceeded  thtn 
to  read  the  Covenant ;  wherennto  the  aflent  of  thd 
Churches  vras  then  exprefle4>  hy  the  hrethren  Hftingiq* 
their  hands,  and  the  women  only  ftanding  up :  Apo 
nany  thonfands  of  fpeJlators  will  tefiify,  that  they  at* 
ver  faw  the  fpecial  prefcnce  of  the  great  God  our  Sa^ 
•ur  more  notably  difcovered  than  on  thefe  folemnitief*. 
MatheK;  utfupra. 
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ON       THE 


FOEDERAL    TRANSACTIONS 


OF      OUR 


RELIGIOUS    ANCESTORS 


I      M 


BRITAIN    AND    IRELAND- 


THERE  are  no  monuments  of  the  Church, 
in  our  native  land,  as  far  as  1  know, 
to  Inform  us  as  to  her  pratfticc  prior  to  the  rife 
of  Antichriftv  But,  fince  his  begun  downfall, 
the  Church  of  Scotland  hath  not  come  behind 
other  Reformed  Churches  in  refpeA  of  her  Foe- 
deral  Tranfa<Sions«  At  a  time  when  Mary 
of  Lorrain  was  violating  every  tie,  and  ftrain- 
ing  every"  nerve  to  wreath  nhe  iron  yQke  of 
Antichriftian  tyranny  in  the  Church,  and  abfo- 
lute  government  in  the  State,  upon  the  neck 
of  this  land,  the  Lord  was  pleafcd  to  ftir  up  a 
.       Kkkk  2  few 


Digitized  by 


Google 


628         DISSERTATION     XIX. 

few  friends  to  the  civil  and  religious  Hbertica 
of  mankind,  to  form  thcmfelves  into  a  Con- 
gregation;  unto  whom,  under  God,  we  owe 
the  prcfervatron  of  our  Liberties  in  the  State, 
and  the  Reformation  of  Religion  in  the 
Church.  To  accomplifh  tliefe  purpofes,  they 
entered  into  4  folemn  Covenant  as  follows: 

^'  WE,  perceiving  how  Sathan,  in  his  mem- 
bers, the  antichrifts  of  our  time,  cruelly  do  rage^ 
feeking  to  overthrow  and  to  defti'oy  the  Golpel 
of  Chrift  and  his  Congregation,  ought,  accord* 
ing  to  our  bonndcd  duty,  to  ftrive,  in  our  Ma- 
iler's caufe,  even  unto  the  death,  being  certain 
of  the  viAory  in  him.  The  which,  our  duty 
being  well  confidered,  we  do  pronufe,  befcnre 
the  Majcftie  of  .God,  and  his  Congregation, 
that  we  (by  his  grace)  fliall,  with  all  diligence, 
continually  apply  our  whole  power,  fubftance, 
and  oui*  very  lives,  to  maintain,  fet  forward, 
^nd  eftablifh,  the  moft  blefled  word  of  God^ 
'an,d  his  Congregation  ;  and  ftiall  labour,  at  our 
poflibility,  to  have  faithful  mafters,  truly  and 
purely  to  xniniller  Chrift*s  Gofpel  and  Sacra^ 
Kients  to  his  people  :  We  ftiall  maintain  them, 
xxourifli  them,  and  def<end  them,  the  whole  Con^ 
gregation  of  Chrift,  and  every  member  there- 
of, at  our  whole  powers,  and  waging  of  our 
lives,  again  ft  Sat  Ran  and  all  wicked  power  that 
doth  intend  tyi'anny  or  trouble  againft  the  fore- 
faid  CongregatioiTi,  Unto  the  which  holy  wqrd 
Wd  Gongi^g^tioA  w^  do  joyne  us;  and  fodo 
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forlake  and  renounce. the  congregation  of  Sa- 
than,  with  all  the  fuperftitious  aboaiination  and 
idolatry  thereof;  and  moreover,  ihall  declaim 
our  felves  manifeftly  enemies  thereto,  by  this 
our  faithful  promife  before  God,  teftifie  1  to  his 
Congregation,  by  our  fubfcrij^tiou  at  thefe  pre- 
feuts.  At  Edinburgh,  the  3d  day  of  Decem- 
ber 1557  years,  God  called  to  witnefs.  A. 
Earl  of  Argyle  ;  Glencarne  ;  Mortoun  ;  Arclii- 
bald  Lord  of  Lome  ;  John  Erikiue   of  Dun,** 

The  Occafions  of  the. preceding  Covenant 
were,  The  Danger  of  Perfecution  to  which  the 
preachers  were  expofed,  from  tjie  bigotry  of 
the  Queen  Regent  •  And  the  unfteadinefs  of 
the  Reformers.  Add  to  thefe,  the  importance 
of  the  Reformation  itfelf :  *'  Their  country 
was  in  a  miferable  ftate  of  opprcffion ;  the  bo- 
dies and  fouls  of  the  people  being  holdeu  ui 
bondage,'' — •'*  In  the  caufc.  which  they  ha4 
embraced  (the  Reformers  righdy  judged), 
they  ought  to  be  fervent  and  ftrenuous.  The 
Almighty,  fpeaking  to  their  confciences,  call- 
ed upon  them  to  hazard  their  lives  for  the  de- 
liverance of  the  nation.  Were  they  to  pre- 
fer their  worldly  reft  to  the.glory  of  God  ?  Or 
the  friendlliip  of  the  wicked  to  the  falvatiou 
of  their  brethren  ?  And,  while  tlicy  were  to 
receive  honour  and  homage  on  earth,  they  ex- 
peAed  eternal  comfort  and  joy  in  heaven  */'    ^ 

♦  Ov  Stvari's  Hiftorjr  of  the  Reftrmationj  p.  88. 
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The  next  Foederal  TranfaAion  runs  thus :    • 

*^  AT  Perth,  the  laft  day  of  May,  the  year 
of  God  155-9  years,  the  Congregations  of  the 
^Veft  Couiitiy,  with  the  Congregations  of  Fyfe, 
Perth,  Dundee,  Angus,  Meams,  and  Montrofc, 
being  conveened'in  tlie  town  of  Perth,  in  the 
name  of  Jefu*  Chrift,  for  forth  fettmg  of  his 
glory,  underftanding  nothing  more  nccciflrary 
for  the  fame  than  to  keep  a  conftant  amity, 
unity,  and  fellowfliip  together,  according  as 
they  are  commaunded  by  God,  arc  confederat, 
and  become  boundcn  and  obUd,  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  God,  to  concur  and  affift  together,  in 
doing  all  things  required  of  God  in  his  Scrip 
ture  that  may  be  to  his  glory ;  aud,  at  their 
whole  powers,  to  deftroy  and  away  put  all  things 
that  doth  didionour  to  his  name  ;  fo  tliat  God 
may  be  trewly  and  purely  worfhippcd.  Audi 
in  cafe  that  any  trouble  be  mtdnded  againft  the 
faid  Congregations,  or  any  part  or  member 
thereof,  the  whole  Congregation  fl)all  concur, 
affift,  and  conveen  together,  to  the  defence-of 
the  fame  congregation  or  p^rfon  troubled ;  and 
fliall  not  fpare  labours,  goods,  fubftance,  bo<lics, 
and  lives,  in  maintaining  the  liberty  of  the 
whole  Congregation,  and  every  member  thei'C- 
of,  againft  whatfoever  power  that  fliall  intend 
the" faid  trouble,  for'  caufe  of  religion,  or  any 
other  caule  depending  thereupon,  or  lay  to 
their  charge,  under  pretence  thereof,  althougli  . 
it  happen  to  be  coloured  with  any  other  out- 
ward 
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trarcl  cauie;  In  wkncfling  and  tcftimony  of^ 
the  which,  the  whole  Congregations  aforefaid 
liave  ordained  and  appointed  the  noblemen, 
and  perfons  underwritten,  to  {iiblcribe  thir  prc- 
ients.  Arch.  Argyle  ;  James  Stewart ;  G>en- 
came ;  I\.  Lord  Boid  ;  Wchiltree  j  Matthew 
Campbell  of  Tarmgannar/' 

The  alarms  of  the  Congregation^  with  re- 
fyc&,  to  Pcrrccution  from  the  Popifli  party  and 
the  Queen  Regent,  were  but  too  well  found- 
ed. The  Archbifhop  of  St  Andrew's  having, 
in  vain,  tried  the  force  of  addrefs  on  fome  of 
the  heads  of  the  Reformation,  re(olved  on  fe- 
verity ;  but  he  was  equally  unfucceftfiil.  It 
was  determined  to  pour  out  a  flood  of  perfd- 
cution  on  the  chief  of  the  Reformers,  while 
'  the  Church  fhould  exhauft  all  her  thunder: 
But  *AValt'Er  Mill,  a  pneft,  was  the  only 
viAim  ^hich  he  dared  to  facrifice  at  this  time. 
His  Chriftian  heroifm  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
barbarity  of  his  execution  on  the  other,  fli'uck 
the  Reformed  with.unfj)eakable  horror  :  "  By 
yielding  to  the  light  of  their  confcience,  they 
faw  therofelves  expoled  to  a  cruel  death*  By 
conforming  to  the  eftablifhed  faith,  they  ha- 
zarded their  falvation*.^  SubfcHptions  for 
mutual  defence  were  taken.  The  covenant  to 
eftablifh  the  new  form  of  religion  extended 
from  the  few  to  the  many.     When  the  lead* 


»  Stuart. 
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tYS  underftood  their  (b'ength  atjionir  the  ^>eo« 
pie,  from  the  great  imixibers  of  fubfcriptions, 
they  refolved  to  fupplicate  the  Regent ;'  and, 
-with  then-  fupplication,  tliey  prcfcntcd  a  fche* 
dule,  contaming  the  preliminary  articles  of 
the  Reformation  which  they  craved*  They 
al(b  addrefled  the  Council  of  the  Clergy,  and 
the  Parliament.  The  Regent  amufcd  them 
with  ambiguous- anfwers  till  (lie  procured  ad- 
vice from  France.  She  refolved  on  meadtrescif 
blood,  and  led  an  army  againft  them.^  But, 
dreading  the  unanimity  of  the  Congregation^ 
and  their  zeal  for  religion,  flie  had  recourfe  to 
a  negociation.  As  they  had  Uddreflfed  her  for 
peace,  and  not  for  war,  a  treaty  was  foon  con- 
cluded. The  treaty  was  not  executed,  how- 
ever, without  gieat  fufpicion  of  her  artifice. 
She  ftill  harboured  deiigns  of  blood  in  her 
heart.  To  prepare  againft  future  attacks, 
the  Congi'egation  judged  it  expedient,  juft  af- 
ter the  treaty  was  finifhed,  to  form  the  fore- 
going Covenant. 

A  THIRD  Covenant  is  to  be  found  iii  the  fol- 
lowing terms  : 

*'  WE,  forefceing  the  craft  and  fleight  of 
our  advcrfaries,  tending  all  manner  of  ways  td 
circumvent  us,  and,  by  privey  means,  intcndeth 
to  aflaylc  every  one  of  us,  particularly  by  fair 
heghts  and  promifes,  therethrough  to  feparato 
one  of  us  from  another,  to  our  utter  ruin  and 

.     deftruf^oni 
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deftfoiJtion  I  For  Remedy  thefcof^  we  faithfiiU 
ly  and  truly  bind  us,  in  the  prefenc^  of  God, 
and  as  wc  tender  the  maintenance  of  trew  re-* 
ligion,  that  none  of  us  Qiatl,  in  linie  coming, 
pafs  to  the  Qjiecn^s  Grade  Dowager,  or  talk  01* 
commune  with  her,  for  any  letter*  of  meflage 
Tent  by  her  unto  us,  or  yet  to  be  fent,  without 
confent  of  the  reft,  and  Common  coriluhatioa 
thereupon  .•  And  how  Toon  that  either  meflage 
Or  writing  (hould  come  ffom  het  unto  us,  with 
ulter  diligence  We  (hall  notifie  the  fame  one 
to  another  J  fo  that  nothing  (halt  proceed  there-* 
in  without  common  confent  of  us  all.  Att 
Sth-ling,  the  firft  day  of  Auguft  tSS9'^ 

TREATIES  Wefe  cheap  In  the  eftimatiort  - 
of  the  Queen  Regent ;  /he  could  ealily  make 
them,  and  was  ftronger  thati  Sampfon  in  break* 
ing  them.  By  a  treachery  abfolutely  iyftema- 
tic  and  incurable,  (he  violated  the  treaty  made 
with  the  Congregation,  aflembled  at  Perth,  as 
rapidly  as  poffible.  Tjie  Congregation  again 
betake  them(elvcs  to  arms.  Negociation  andl 
(kirmifhinor  fucceeded  each  othci*  till,  on  the 
^4th  of  July  15^9,  a  treaty  was  concluded^ 
allowing  tlie  Congregation  the  free  cxercife 
,  of  their  religion*  Immediately  after  the  pu- 
blication of  this  accommodation,  the  Congre- 
gation afiembled  at  Stirling,  and  entered  into 
the  above  Covenant. 
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The  Fourth  Cavenant  runs  thus: 

*^  AT  Edinburgh,  the  twmtie-fevcnth  ef  A- 
pryll,  the  year  of  God  ane  thoufand  fyve  hun- 
dred threefcore  years ;  We,  whacs  names  arc 
underwritten,  half  proiiiittit  and  oblicdgcd  our 
felves  faithfully,  in  the  prefence  of  our  God, 
and  be  thil*  prefent  promitts,  that  we  altoge- 
ther in  general,  and  every  one  of  us  in  fpccial 
be  himfclf,  with  our  bodies,  goods,  friends, 
and  all  that  wc  may  da,  fal  fct  for  wart  the 
Reformation  of  Religion,  according  to  Goddc» 
word ;  and  procni-e,  be  all'means  poffible,  that 
the  true  preaching  of  Goddes  word  may  half 
free  pafTage  within  this  realme,  with  dew  ad- 
aniniftration  of  the  facraments,  and  all  things 
depending  upon  tlie  faid  worde.  And  fick- 
Jyke,  deiply  weighing  with  our  felves  the  mif- 
behaviour  of  the  Franclic  nlinilters  heir,  the  in- 
tolerable oppreffions  committed  by  the  Franchr 
men  of  weir  upon  the  puir  fiibjci^ts'  of  this  re- 
alme, be  meyntenance  of  the  ^een  dowriarc, 
under  collour  and  pretence  of  authority;  the 
tyranny  of  their  Captains  and  leaders,  and 
nwnifeft  danger  of  conqueift,  in  whilk  thi* 
countrie  prefcntly  (lands,  be  regfon  of  diverfo 
fortifications  on  the  fca-coaft,  and  other  novel- 
ties of  late  attemptat  be  theuxj  promitts,  that 
we  fall,  als  weell  evei-y  one  with  others,  .as  al- 
together, with  the  Qupcn  of  England's  armic, 
prefently  come  in  for  our  deliverance,  efifeAual- 
ly  concurr  and  joyn  together,  taking  oncfoM 
and  plain  part  of  the  cKpiilfion  of  thci  faid 
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ftrayngars,  oppreflbrs  of  our  liberty,  furth  6f 
this  realnie,  and  recovery  of  our  ancient  free- 
domes  and  liberties;  to  tbe  end  in  tyme  co* 
ing  we  may,  under  the  obedience  of  om*  King 
and  Queen  our  foverains,  be  only  rculy't  be  the 
laws  and  cuftomes  of  the  coimtrie,  and  by  the 
men  of  the  land  :  And  that  never  any  of  us  all 
haiff  pryvy  intelligence,  be  writing  or  inclFage, 
or  comnmi^cation  Widi  any  of  our  faid  enemy » 
or  adverfars  in  this  caufe,  bot  be  the  advyce  of 
the  reft,  at  leift  fyve  of  our  numbers.  Attour, 
that  we  fall  tender  tlm  prefent  caufe,  as  if  it 
were  the  caufe  of  every  one  of  us  in  particu- 
lar }  and  that  the  caufe  of  every  one  of  us  now 
joyned  together  being  leiful  and  honeft,  lliall 
be  all  our  caufes  in  general:  and  he  that  is  e- 
nemy  to  the  caufe  forcfaid,  fall  be  enemy  to 
us  all; -in  fofar,  that  what(bmcver  perfon  will 
plainly  rcfift  thir  our  godly  inter)>ryfis,  and  wiU 
not  concurr  as  ane  guid  member  of  this  common- 
Weill,  we  fall  fortify  the  authority  of  the  coun- 
fell,  to  reduce  them  to  their  deuiy  ;  lykeas.we 
iall  fortify  the  faid  authority  of  the  counfale  in 
all  things  tending  to  the  furtherance  of  the 
faid  caufe.  And  giff  any  particular  debate, 
quarrell,  or  cantraverfee  fall  aryfe,  for  what- 
fomevcr  caufe  bygain,  prefent  or  to  come,  be- 
twixt any  of  us,  (as  God  forbid ;)  in  that  cafe 
we  fall  fubmit  ourfelves  and  our  laid  queftions 
to  the  decifion  of  the  counfale,  or  to  arbitra- 
tors to  be  named  be  them  ;  provydirig  allwayes 
that  this  be  not  prejudicial  to  the  ordinar  ju- 
LUl  2      '  rifdiaion 
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rifdidion  of  judges,  Jbut  that  men  may  perfiic 
their  atftions,  by  ordour  of  law,  civilly  or  cri- 
minally^ before  th^  judges  ordinars,  gif  they 
pleafe.'^ 

The  defign  of  the  Queen  and  her  French 
Catholics,  in  the  abovc-nicnuoned  treaty,  ap- 
pears to  have  been,  that  the  might  gain  a  little 
time,  and  procure  a  new  reinforcement  from 
France.  With  them  comes  fome  threats  a- 
gainft  the  Reformed,  from  the  hnlband  of  the 
Scotch  Qiieen.  But  the  Congregation  was  not 
to  be  intimidated  either  by  threats  or  arms. 
Having  received  a  confiderable  acceflion  to 
their  power  and  number,  and  finding  the  greats 
cr  part  .of  the  nation  in  their  intereft  j  finding 
aUb,  that  the  Qiieen  Regent  could  not  be 
l>oiuid  by  any  tie,  They  formed  a  council  of 
the  nation,  and  (blemnly  deprived  her  of  her 
Jlegency^,    By  the  afliftahce  of  England,  and 

thp 

♦  <<In  Ae  Dcinocratical  genius  of  the  ScottifhConftini* 
tioiiy  ui  the  inipartance  wbich  diftinguiibed  the  pcoplf 
•from  the  e^rlieft  pf  timesj^  there  is  %hc  ftrongeft  vindka* 
tion  of  thisineafare.  Limited  bylaws^  magtftrates jfot de« 
ipots^  even  the  Monarchs  of  Scotland  themfelves,  when 
^ey  prefumed  to  invade  the  rights  of  the  n^tlon^  wer^ 
w^xpofed  t^o  the  refiflan^e  and  coireiflion  of  tic  fubjeA, 
-The  indignant  people  might  vindicate  their  privileges 
4uid  honours.  Upon  flight  tranfgreffions,  they  alarm 
the  fears  of  tfeeir  Prince  ;  and  rcprefs,  by  remonftrance, 
|:he  intoxication  of  their  grandeur*  Upon  great  cnrcat 
ft^nSj  mi  in  the  Uwd  an^wwts  of  tyranny,  they  might 
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the  bleffing^of  Heaven  on  their  endeavours, 
though  fonietime^  checked,  they  triumphed 
over  every  oppofition,  and  eluded  the  fnares 
v^hich  had  been  laid  for  tliem.  That  they 
might  be  confoUdated  into  one  body ;  and 
that  fuch  as  had  lately  joined  them  might  b« 
knit  unto  them  by  an  indifloluLle  tie,  they  exe* 
cuted  the  preceding  Covenant. 

Th  e  Fifth  Covenant  we  have  as  follows : 

*'  WE  quhais  names  ar  underwritten,  do 
promeis,  in  the  prefence  of  Go%l,  and  in  prc- 
fence  of  his  Son,  our  Lord  Jefiis  Chrift,  That 
we,  and  every  one  of  us,  fall  and  will  mcmtejne 
and  ailift  the  preaching  of  the  holy  evangcll, 
now  of  his  mere  mercy  offered  unto  this  re- 
gime :  And  aUb  will  manteyne  the  miniftcrs  of 
the  fam  againft  all  perfones,  power  and  autho- 
rity, that  will  opponc  the  (elf  to  the  dodtrinc 
proponed  and  by  us  reccaved.^  And  farther, 
with  the  fame  folemnity,  we  proteft  and  pro- 
inile,  that  every  an  of  us  flill  affift  uthers  ;  yea, 
and  the  hole  bodie  of  the  Proteftants  within 
this  realme,  in  all  lawful  and  juft  a<^iouns,  a- 
gainft  all  per(bnes:  So  that  quliofoever  fall 
burt,  moleft  or  truble  ony  of  our  body,  fall  be 
reputed  enemy  to  the  hole,  except  that  the 

yield  to  the  fulhiefs  of  their  refentincnts  and  their 
wrongs  ;  making  him  a  facrifice  .to  jiiftice,  and  an  in* 
ftnidlion  to  poflerity^— €OQdu(fl  him  frum  the  throne  to 
the  fc^Sbld.**     StTa<it^  p.  148, 
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oflfendaTc  will  be  content  to  fubmit  himfelf  to 
the  judgement  of  the  Kirk,  now  cftablifched  a- 
niongft  us.  And  tlxi^s  we  do,  as  wc  dclyre  to 
be  accepted  arid  favoured  of  the  Lord  Jcfus, 
and  reaccompted  worthie  of  credite  and  hone- 
ftie  in  the  prefencc  of  the  godlic.  At  the 
burgli  of  Aire  tlie  ford  day  of  September  the 
yeir  of  God  1562/' 

A  GENERAL  peace  fo6n  (ucceeded.  The 
Confeflion  of  Faith,  which  is  ufually  denomi- 
nated the  Scots  Confession,  was  offered  to 
the  Parliament,  and  eftabliflicd  by  it.  The 
General  AfTembly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland 
met,  for  the  firft  time,  fbon  after  the  Parlia- 
ment ;  and  that  not  by  virtue  of  any  indicSion 
by  the  Prince,  but  by  tlie  Churches  own  intriii- 
fic  powpr.  At  the  third  AfTembly,  which  fat 
down  in  June  1562,  it  was  found  the  country 
was  ftill  in  danger  from  Popery ;  as  the  Quecii, 
who  was  returned  a  widow  from  France,  palro- 
nizcd  idolatry  ;  and  the  labourers  were  few, 
efpecially  in  Galloway  and  Ayrfhire^  while  the 
Iiarveft  was  copious :  Wherefore  they  fent  'Sir 
Knox  and  Mr  George  Hay  into  thefe  diftri^^s. 
Tlieir  fucccfs  was  remarkable.  A  great  pact 
of  the  Barons,  Gentlemen,  and  Burgcfles,  &c. 
aflembled  at  Ayr,  and.  executed  the  foregoing 
Covenant. 

The  ftmggles  of  the  nation,, againft  Popery, 
were  carried  on  with  various  (ucccfs,  t\ithout 

any 
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any  other  Foederal  Tranfa«5lion  thanthofc  men* 
"tioned,  till  1  j8o.  At  that  time,  (bme  Popifli 
Noblemen  fcemed  to  have  gained  the  King's 
car,  who  had  now  afTumed  the  reigns  of  go* 
vcrnment.  They  made  a  folemn  abjuration 
of  the  Romiflb  religion ;  but  as  their  fincerity 
was  called  in  queftion,  on  account  of  fome  di{^ 
penfations  fcnt  from  Rome,  which  were  intcr^ 
cepted,  they  cauied  to  be  framed  what  is  call- 
ed the  National  Covenant,  Mr  Craig, 
who  formed  this  bond,  aimed  it  directly  againik 
die  whole  of  the  Romifh  corruptions,  and  that 
of  difpenfations  in  particular.  The  Covenant 
runs  thus  : 

**  WEE  all,  and  every  one  of  us  underwrite 
ten,  proteft,  that,  after  long  and  due  examina-* 
tioa  of  our  owne  conlcicnces,  in  matters  of  true 
and  falfe  reUgion,  are  now  thoroughly  refol- 
yed  in  the  truth,  by  the  Word  and  Spirit  of 
God }  and,  therefore,  we  bcleeve  with  our  hearts, 
confelfe  with  our  mouths, /fubfcribe  with  our 
hands,  and  cOnftantly  affirmc  before  God  and 
the  wliole  world,  that  this  only  is  the  tioic 
Chriftian  Faith  and  Religion,  plealingGod,  and 
bringing  falvation  to  man,  which  is  now,  by 
the  mercy  of  God,  revealed  to  the  world  by 
the  preaching  of  the  blefled  evangel* 

And  received,  believed,'  and  defended  by 
many  and  fimdry  notable  kirks  and.realmes, 
but  chiefly  by  the  Kirk  of  Scotland,  the  King's 
Majedie,  and  three  Eftates  of  this  realme,  an 
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God's  etcrnall  truth,  and  onely  grouiul  of  oof 
falvation;  as  more  particularly  is  exprcffedirt 
tlie  Confeflfion  of  our  Faith,  ftablilhed  and  pu- 
blickely  confirmed  by  fundry  a<5ls  of  Parliaments, 
and  now  of  a  long  time  hath  been  openly  pro- 
fcflcd  by  the  Kingfs  Majcfty,  and  whole  body 
of  this  realme,.  both  in  burgh  and  land.  To 
the  wliich  tonfelFion  and  forme  of  religion,  wc 
willingly  agree  in  our  confciences  in  all  points, 
as  nnto  God's  undoubted  truth  and  verityi 
grounded  onely  upon  his  written  Word  :  and 
therefore  wc  abhorre  and  deteft  all-  contrary 
religion  and  dotflrine,  but  cliiefly  all  kinde  of 
Papiftric  in  gencrall  and  particular  heads,  even 
as  they  are  now  damned  and  confuted  by  the 
Word  of  God  and  Kirk  of  Scotland  r  but,  in 
fpeciall,  we  deteft  and  refufe  the  ufurped  au- 
thoritie  of  that  Roman  Antichnft  upon  the 
Scriptures  of  God,  upon  the  Kirk,  the  civillMa- 
giftrate,  and  confciences  of  men:  all  his  tyran- 
nous lawes  made  upon  indifferent  things  againft 
our  Chriftian  liberty/;  his  erroneous  doftrine 
againft  the  fufficiency  of  the  written  Word, 
'  the  perfeAion  of  the  Law,  the  office  of  Chrift, 
and  his  blelfed  evangel.  His  corrupted  doc- 
trine concemins:  orio-inal  fin,  our  naturall  ina- 
bility,  and  rebelfion  to  God*s  law,  our  juftinca- 
tion  by  faith  onely,  our  imperfeft  lanAification 
and  obedience  to  the  liaw,  the  nature,  number, 
and  ufe  of  the  holy  facraments.  His  five  ba- 
ftard  flicramcnts,  with  all  his  rites,^  ceremonies, 
and  falfe  doArincs,  added  to  the  miniftration 
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oiF  the  true  facramcnts  witliout  the  Word  of 
God.  His  cruell  judgment  againfl:  infants  de- 
parting without  the  facranient.  His  ahfolute 
necciliiie  of  baptifnie.  His  blafphemous  opi- 
nion of  tranfubllantialion,  or  reall  prefenceof 
Chrift's  bodic  in  the  elements,  ahd  receiving 
of  the  fame  by  the  wicked^  or  bodies  of  men* 
His  difpenfations  with  fbleninc  oathes^  perjuries, 
and  degrees  of  marriage  foi'bidden  in  the  Word  • 
His  cruekie  againft  the  imiocent  divorced. 
His  divciUlhmafle*  His  blafphemous  priefthood. 
His  profane  facrifice  for  the  finnes  of  the  dead 
and  the  quicker  His  canonization  of  mcH,  call- 
ing upon  angels  or  faints  departed,  vvorfliipping 
of  im^gerie,  reliques,  and  croffes,  dedicating 
of  kirks,  altars,  dayes,  vows  to  creatures.  His 
purgatory,  praiers  for  the  dead,  praying  or 
(peaking  in  a  ftrange  language,  with  his  pro- 
cedions  and  blalphemous  leta^ie,  and  multitude 
of  advocates  or  mediatoursj  his  nianifold  or- 
der, auricular  confeflion^  His  defjierate  and 
uncertaine  repentance.  His  general!  ahd  doubt- 
fome  faith.  His  fatisfav3:ion&  of  men  for  their 
fins.  His  juftification  by  works.  Opus  opera- 
T  UM,  works  of  fupererogation,  merits^  pardons, 
peregrinations,  and  ftations.  His  holy  water, 
baptifing  of  bells,  conjuring  of  fpirits,  croffing 
fainmg,  anointing,  conjuring,  hallowing  of 
God's  good  creatures,  with  the  fiiperftitious  o- 
pinionjoyned  therewith.  His  worldly  monarchy, 
and  wicked  hierarchy.  His  three  folcmnc  vowes, 
with  all  his  fhavellings  of  fundry  foi'ts.  His 
*         jW  m  m  ]tk  erroneous 
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erroneous  and  bloiidy  decrees  made  at  Trent, 
with  all  the  fubfcribers  and  approvers  of  that 
cnicU  and  bloudy  band,  conjured  againft  the 
Kuke  of  God.  And  finally,  we  deleft  all  hw 
vaine  allegories,  rites,  fignes,  and  t/aditions 
brought  in  the  Kirk,  withbut,  or  agaipft  the 
Word  of  God,  ;ind  doArine  of  this  true  Re- 
formed Kirk.  To  the  which  wee  joyn  oor- 
lelves  willingly,  iitdoi^riue,  faith,  religion,  dif- 
cipline,  and  ufe  of  thfe  holy  facraments,  as  live- 
ly members  of  the  fame,  in  Chrift  our  head: 
Promifing  and  fwearing,  by  the  great  name  of 
the  Lord  our  God,  That  we  fliall  continue  in 
the  obedience  of  tlie  dovftrine  and  dilcipline  of 
this  Kirk,  and  (hall  defend  the  fanxe,  according 
to  our  vocation  and  power,  all  the  dayes  of 
our  lives,  under  the  paines  contained  in  the 
law,  and  danger  both  of  body  and  foule  in  the 
day  of  God's  fearful  judgment.  And,  feeing 
that  many  are  ftirred  up  by  Satan  and  tliat 
Roman  Antichrift,  to  promife,  fweare,  fubfciibe, 
and  for  a  time  ufe  the  holy  facraments  in  die 
Kh*k  deceitfully,  againft  their  owne  confeienccs, 
minding  hereby,  firft,  under  the  external!  doak 
of  religion,  to  corrupt  'and  fiibvert  Iccretly 
God's  true  religion,  within  the  Kirk  and  after- 
ward, when  time  may  ferve,  to  become  open 
enemies  and  perfecuters  of  the  fame,  under 
vaine  hope  of  the  Popes  difpenfation  divifcd 
againft  the  Word  of  God,  to  his  greater  con- 
fufion,  and  their  double  condemnation  in  the 
day  of  the  Lord  Jefus ; 
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We  therefore,  willing  to  take  away  all  fu- 
fpicion  of  hypocrifie,  and  of  fuch  double  deal- 
irfg  with  God  and  his  Kirk,  proteft,  and  call 
the  fearcher  of  all  hearts  to  witnefle,  that  our 
minds  and  heai'ts  do  fully  agree  with  this  our 
confeflion,  promifc,  oath,  and  rubfcripiion :  fb 
that  we  arc  not  moved  for  any  worldly  rcfpecl, 
hut  are  perfwa<led  only  in  our  confciences, 
through  the  knowledge  and  love  of  God's  true 
religion,  printed  in  our  liearts  by  the  Holy 
Spirit,  as  we  fliall  anfwer  to  him  in  the  day 
when  the  fccrets  of  all  hearts  (hall  be  difclo- 
fed.  And  becaufe  wee  perceive,  that  the  quiet- 
ncfle  and  ftability  of  our  religion  and  Kirk 
doth  depend  upon  the  fafcty  and  good  beha- 
viour of  the  King's  Majefty,  as  upon  a  c6m- 
fortahle  inftrument  of  God's  mercie  granted  to 
this  countrey,  for  the  maintenance  of  his  Kirk, 
and  miniftration  of  juftice  amongft  us,  we  pro- 
teft  and  promife  with  our  hearts,  Tinder  the 
fame  oath,  hand-writ  and  paines.  That  we  fliall 
clcfejtd  his  perfon  antl  authority,  with  our  gear, 
bodies,  and  lives,  in  the  defence  of  Clirift  his 
evangel,  liberties  of  our  countrey,  miniftration 
of  juftice,  and  puniftimcnt  of  iniquity,  againft 
all  enemies  within  this  realme,  or  without,  as 
we  deiire  our  God  to  be  a  ftrong  and  merciful! 
cicfemler  to  us  in  the  day  of  our  death,  and 
coming  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift :  To  whom, 
^vith  tlie  Father,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  be  all 
lipnour  and  glory  eternally.     Amen." 

Mmmm   2  The 
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The  year  following,  the  General  AflcmWy 
adopted  the  meafure.  It  became  univerfal  in 
the  Church.  From  this  time  the  idea  of  Co- 
venant-renovation has  prevailed  among  cove^ 
nanters.  As  the  Church  had  afl'umed  a  regu^ 
lar  form,  fo  her  faithful  friends  purfucd  a  Cy- 
ftem  with  diftiaguiilicd  vigour.  The  iirjt  time 
this  covenant  was  renewed  was  in  1590,  as  a 
teftimony  of  gratitude  for  deliverance  from 
the  Spanifli  Armada.  The  manner  of  it  de* 
fervc^  our  attention;  it  was  done  with  a  bortd 
fiiited  to  the  ftate  of  the  Church  and  nation. 
It  was  a  fecond  time  renewed  1596,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  confirming  and  ftrengthening  their  at^ 
tainments  in  Reformation,  Court  influence 
produced  a  fccne  of  apoftacy,  and  coiruption 
in  the  dodtrine  and  Government,  tuitil  the  year 
1638.  This  was  alfo  done  by  a  bond  accbni- 
jnodated  unto  their  circumftances  ;  after  enut 
jncrating  various  a<9:s  of  Parliament,  which 
iecured  the  covenanters,  from  the  crime  of  re- 
bellion.     The  tenor  of  their  bond  follows : 

"  We  Noblemen,  Barons,  Gentlemen,  Bur- 
gcflfes,  Minifters,  and  Commons  undcr-fubfcri- 
bing,  conlidering  divers  times  before,  and  efj^e- 
ci^Uy  at  this  time,  the  danger  of  the  true  Re- 
formed Religion,  of  the  King's  honour,  and  of 
the  public  peace  of  the  kingdom,  by  tlie  mani- 
fold innovations  and  evils  generally  contained, 
4nd  particularly  mentioned  in  our  late  fuppli- 
vatiofls^  complaints^  and  proteftations  ;  Do 
'  ^       hereby 
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hereby  pi^ofefs/  and  before    God,   his  angels, 
and   the   vvorUl,    folemnly  declare,    That  with, 
onr  whole  heart  we  agree,  and  refblve  all  the 
tlays  of  our  life,  conltantly  to  adhere  unto  and 
to  defend  the  forefaid  true  religion :   And  for- 
bearing the  prav^ticc   of  all  novations  already 
introduced  in   the   matters  of  the   worship  of 
God,  or  approbation  of  the  public  government 
of  the  Kirk,  or  civil  places  and  power  of  kirk- 
men,  till  they  be  tried  and  allowed  in  free  Af^ 
femblies    and    Parliaments ;   to    labour,   by  all 
lawful  means,  to  recover  the  purity  and  liber- 
ty of  the  Gofpel,  as  it  was  ellablillied  and  pro- 
feifed  before   the  .  forefaid  novations  :  And  be- 
caufe,  after  due  examination,   we  plainly  per- 
ceive, and  undoubtedly  believe,  that  thjc  iimo- 
vationsand  evils  contained  in  our  fupplications, 
complaints,  and  protcftations,  have  no  warrant 
of  the  Word  of  God,   are  contrary  to  the  ar- 
ticles of  the   forefaid  Confeffion,  to  the  inten- 
'  tion  and  meaning  of  the  bleflTcd  Reformers  of 
Religion  in  this  land,  to  the  above-written  a<^ls 
of  Parliament ;   and  do  fenfibly  tend  to  the  re- 
cftablilhing  of  the  Popifli  Religion  and  Tyran- 
ny, and  the  fubverfion  and  vn'm  of  the  true  Re- 
formed Religion,    and    of  our  liberties,   laws, 
and  eftates:  We  alfo  declare.  That  the  fore- 
faid  Confeflions    are   to   be    interpreted,    and 
ought  to  be  underftood  of  the  forefaid  nova- 
tions  and    evils,   no   lefs    than  if  every  one  of 
theiii  had  been  expreflcd  in   the-^forefaid  Con- 
feffions ;   and  that  we  are  obliged  to  deleft  and 
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abhor  thciri,  amongft  other  particular  heads  of 
Papiftry  abjured  therein.  And,  therefore,  from 
the  knowledge  and  confcience  of  our  duty  to 
God,  to  our  King  and  country,  witliout  any 
worldly  refpeA  or  mducenient,  (b  far  as  human 
infirmity  will  fuffer,  wifliing  a  further  nieafure 
of  the  Grace  of  God  for  this  effeA  ;  We  pro- 
niife  and  fwear,  by  the  great  name  of  the 
Lord  our  God,  to  continue  in  the  profeflion 
and  obedience  of  the  forelaid  religion ;  and 
tliat  we  fliall  defend  the  fame,  and  refift  all 
thefe  contrary  errors  and  corruptions,  accord- 
mg  to  our  vocation,  and  to  the  uttennoft  of 
that  power  that  God  hath  put  in  our  hands, 
all  the  dayi  of  otir  life. 

And,  in  like  manner,  with  the  fame  heart, 
wc  declare,  before  God  and  men.  That  wc 
have  no  intention  nor  defire  to  attempt' any 
thing  that  may  turn  to  the  difhonour  of  God, 
or  to  the  diminution  of  the  Kings  greatuci's 
and  authority  :  ^ But,  on  the  contrary,  we  pro- 
luife  and  fwear,  That  we  (hall,  to  the  utter- 
luofl  of  our  power,  with  our  means  aiul  lives, 
iland  to  tlic  defence  of  our  dread  Sovereign 
tke  King's  Majefty,  his  perfon  and  authoritv, 
in  the  defence  and  prefcrvation  of  the  forefaid 
true  religion,  liberties,  and  laws  of  the  king- 
iloin  :  As  alfo,  to  the  mutual  defence  and  aflllt- 
ance  every  one  of  iJs  of  another,  iA  the  lame 
caufe  of  maintaining  the  true  religion  and  his 
Majefty 's  authority,  with  our  beft  couufel,  our 
bodies,  means,  and  whole  power,   againil  all 
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forts   of  pcrfons  whatfoevcr ;   fo  that  wliatfo- 
evcr  (hall  be  done  to  the  leaft  of  us  for  that 
cau(c,  {hall  be  taken  as  done  to  us  ajl  in  gene- 
ral,  and  to  every  one  of  us  in  particular.    And 
that  we  fliall  neither  diredly  nbr  indireAly  fuf- 
fer  ourfelves  to  be  divided  or  withdrawn,  by  . 
whatfoever  fuggeftion,  ^combination,  allurement, 
or  terror,  from  this  blefled  and  loyal  conjunc- 
tion ;  nor  fliall  caft  any  let  or  impediment  that 
may  ftay  or  hinder  any  fuch  refolution,  as,  by 
common  confent,  fliall  be  found  to  conduce. for 
fo  good  ends:   But,  on^the  contrary,  fliall,  by 
all  lawful  means,  labour  to  further  and  pro- 
move  the  fame  ;  and  if  any  fuch   dangerous 
and  divilive  motion  be  made  to  us,  by  word  or 
writ,  We,  and  every  one  of  us,  fliall  either  (up- 
prefs  it,  or,  if  need  be,  th^ll  incontinent  make 
the  fame  known,  that  it  may  be  timeoufly  ob- 
viated.    Neither  do  we  fear  the  foul  afperlions 
of  rebellion,  combination,  or  what  elfe  our  ad- 
Verfaries,   from  their  craft  and  malice,  would 
put  upon  ns;  feeing   what   we    do   is  fo    well. 
'  warranted,  and  arifeth  from  an  unfeigned  de- 
fire  to  maintain   the  true  worfliip.of  God,  the 
Majeft;y  of  our  King,   and   the   peace   of  the 
kingdom,  for  the  common  happineis  of  our- 
felves and  our  poftierity. 

And  becaufe  we  cannot  look  for  a  bleflfing 
from  God  upon  our  proceedings,  ^except  with 
our  profeflion  and  fubfcription  we  join  fuch  a 
life  and  converfation  as  befeemeth  Chriftiand 
who  have  renewed  their  coveuant  with  God  : 

We 
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We  therefore,  faitli fully  proniifc^  For  oiirfclves^ 
our  followers,  and  nil  otlicrs  under  us,  both  in 
public  and  in  our  particular  fauiilVes,  and  pcr- 
fonul  carnage,  to  endeavour  to  keep  ourfclves 
vVithin  tlie  bounds  of  Chriltian  liberty;  and  to 
be  good  examples  to  others  of  all  godlinefs) 
Ibbemefs,  and  righteoufnefs,  and  of  every  du- 
ty we  owe  to  God  and  man. 

And,  that  this  our  union  and  conjanAton  may 
be  oblcrved  without  violation.  We  call  the  Li- 
ving God,  the  Searcher  of  our  hearts^ 
to  w  itnefs,  who  knoweth  this  to  be  our  (incere 
dclirc  and  unfeigned  rcfolution,  as  we  (liall  an- 
Aver  to  Jesus  Christ  in  the  great  day,  anJ 
under  the  pain  of  God's  cverlafting  wrdth,  and 
of  infamy  and  lo(s  of  all  honour  and  refpcA 
in  this  world  :  Moll  humbly  bcfecching  the 
Lord  to  ftrcngthcn  us  by  his  Holy  Spirit 
for  this  end,  and  to  blcfs  our  defircs  and  pro- 
ceedings with  a  happy  fiiccefs,  that  religion 
and  righteoufnefs  may  floui-i/li  in  the  land,  to 
the  glory  of  God  the  honour  of  our  Kingt 
the  peace  and  comfort  of  us  all.  In  witncfs 
Ave  have  fubfcribed  with  om*  hands  all  die  pr*" 
niiffes/' 

Both  nations  having  entertained  ideas  of 
civil  power  direcMy  oppolite  to  King  Charles  L 
and  as  he  confidered  Epilcopal  government  as 
a  more  proper  inftrumcnt  of  prerogative  than 
any  other  form.  The  Parliament,  with  which 
he  differed,  having  called  together  an  Auem- 
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Wy  o£  Divines,  for  the  advancement  of  i-elioion^ 
they  made  confiderable  progrefi  in  the  buli- 
nefs ;  while  the  Parliament  promoted  the  caufe 
of  civil  liberty.  Charles  hadrecourfe  to  arms. 
His  opponents  meant  to  defend  thcmfelves  : 
And)  having  called  in  the  afliftance  of  thcii* 
brethren  in  Scotland,  they  would  comply  only 
on  condition  of  tlie  South  Britons  joining  with 
them  in  an  ecclcfiaftic  union^  for  promoting- 
uniformity  in  religion,  in  conformity  to  the 
beft  Reformed  Churches*  Though  tlie  mea- 
lure  was  difagreeable  to  many  politicians ;  yet, 
for  political  rcafons,  rather  than  religious  mo-- 
tives,  they  complied  with  it :  And  the  follow- 
ing Covenant,  entitled  The  SoLemnLeagub 
AND  Covenant,  was  entered  into: 

"  WE  Noblemen,  Barons^  KnightSj  Gende- 
men,  Citizens,  Burgefles,  Minifters  of  the  GoA 
pel,  and  Commons  of  all  foits,  in  the  kingdoms 
of  Scotland,  England,  and  Ireland^  by  the  pro- 
vidence of  God  living  under  one  King,  and  be-* 
irtg  of  one  Reformed  Religion,  having  before 
our  eyes  the  glory  of  God^  and  the  advance^ 
ment  of  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord  Jcfus  Chrift, 
the  honour  and  happinefs  of  the  King's  Maj^- 
fty  and  his  pofterity,  and  the  true  public  liber- 
ty, (afety  and  peace  of  the  kingdom,  wherein 
every  one's  private  condition  is  included  ;  And 
calling  to  mind  the  treacherous  and  bloody 
plots^  confpiracies,  attempts,  and  practices  of 
the  enemies  of  God  againft  tlie  true  religion, 
*  Nnnn  and 
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and  profcflbrs  thereof^  in  all  places,  clpcciaTfy 
in  thefe  three  kingdoms,  ever  fince  the  Refor- 
mation of  Religion  ;  and  how  much  their  rage, 
power,  and  prefumption  arc  of  late,  and  this 
time,  increafed  and  exercifcdj  \yhereof  the  de- 
plorable ftatc  of  the  Church  and  Kingdom  of 
Ireland,  the  diftrefled  eftate  of  the  Church  and 
Kingdom  of  England,  and  the  dangerous  eftate 
of  the  Church  and  Kingdom  of  Scotland,  arc 
prefent  and  public  teftimonies  :  We  have  now,, 
at  laft,  (after  odier  means  of  fupplication,  rc-> 
monftrance,  proteftations,  and  fufferings),  for 
the  prefervation  of  ourfelves  and  our  religion 
from  utter  ruin  and  deftrudion,  according  to 
the  commendable  practice  of  thefe  kingdoms 
in  former  times,  and  the  example  of  God'g 
people  in  otlier  nations,  after  mature  delibera- 
tion, refolved  and  determined  to  enter  into  a 
mutual  and  Solemn  League  and  Covenant, 
wherein  we  all  fublcribc,  and  each  of  us  for 
himfelf,  with  out: hands  lifted  up  to  the  Most 
High  God,  do  (Wear, 

!•  That  we  fliall  fincerely,  really,  and  con* 
ftantly,  through  the  grace  of  God^  endeavour^ 
in  our  feyeral  places  an<l  calfings,  the  prcfer- 
vrjiion  of  the  Reformed  Religion  in  the  Church 
of  Scotland,  in  doArine,  worfhip,  diicipline  and 
govermnent,  againft  our  common  enemies  j 
the  Reformation  of  Religion  in  the  kingdoms 
of  England  and  Ireland,  in  doctrine,  worfliip, 
difciplme,  and  government,  according  to  the 
Word  of  God ^  and  the  example  of  the  beft 

Reforroci^ 
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Reformed  Churches :  And  fliall  etidcavoiir  to 
bring  the  Churches  of  God  in  tlie  three  kingr 
<loms  to  the  nearcft  conjunc'lion  and  uniformi* 
ty  in  religion,  confeflion  of  faith,  form  of 
church-government,  direAory  for  worlhip  and 
catechiling;  that  we,  and  our  pofterity  after 
us,  may,  as  brethren,  live  m  faith  and  love  ; 
and  the  Lord  may  delight  to  dwell  in  the  midft 
of  us. 

il.  That  wc  fliall,  in  like  manner,  without 
reipecft  of  perfona,  endeavour  the  extirpation 
of  Popery,  Prelacy,  (that  is,  church-govern- 
ment by  archbifliops,  biihops,  their  chancellors 
and  commrllaries,  deans,  deans  and  chapters, 
archdeacons,  and  all  other  ecclefiaftical  officers 
depending  on  that  hierarchy),  fupcrftition,  he*- 
rely,  fchifm,  profaneneis,  and  whatfoever  (hall 
be  found  to  be  contrary  to  (bund  doi9:rine,  and 
the  power  of  godlinefs ;  left  wc  partake  in  o- 
ther  mens  fins,  and  thereby  be  in  danger  to 
Ireceivc  of  their  plagues ;  .  and  that  the  Lord 
may  be  one,  and  his  name  one  in  the  three 
kingdoms. 

III.  We  fhall,  with  the  fame  flncerity^  rea- 
lity, and  conftancy,  in  our  fever^l  vocations, 
endeavour,  with  our  eftates  and  lives,  mutual- 
ly to  preferve  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
Parliaments,  and  the  liberties  of  the  kingdoms; 
and  to  preferve  and  defend  the  King's  Majc- 
ftys  perfon  and  authority,  in  the  prefervation 
and  defence  of  the  true  religion  and  liberties 
of  the  kingdoms  ;  that  the  world  may  bear 
Nnnn  2  witnefs 
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witnefs  with  our  confcienccs  of  our  loyalty, 
and  that  we  have  no  thoughts  or  intentions  to 
diminifh  his  Majefty's  juft  power  and  great- 
nefs. 

IV.  We  fhall  alfo,  with  all  faithfuhiefs,  en- 
deavour  the  difcovery  of  all  fiich  as  have  been, 
or  fliall  be  incendiaries,  nialignants,  or  evil 
inftniments,  by  hindering  the  Reformation  of 
religion,  dividing  the  King  from  bis  people,  or 
one  of  the  kingdoms  from  another,  or  making 
any  fadion,  or  parties,  amongft  the  people, 
contrary  to  this  league  and  covenant  ;  that 
they  may  be  brought  to  public  trial,  and  re- 
ceive condign  punifliment,  as  the  degree  of 
their  offences  fhall  require  or  deferve  ;  or  the 
fupreme  judicatures  of  both  kingdoms  refpec*- 
tively,  or  others  having  power  from  them  for 
that  effeA,  fliall  judge  convenient, 

V.  And  whereas  the  happinefs  of  a  blefled 
peace  between  theft  kingdoms,  denied  in  for* 
iiier  times  to  our  progenitors,  is^^by  the  good 
Providence  of  God,  granted  imto  us,  and  hath 
been  lately  concluded  and  fettled  by  both  Pa^ 
laments ;  we  fliall,  each  of  us,  according  to 
our  place  and  interefl:,  endeavour  that  they 
jiiay  remain  conjoined  in  a  firm  peace  and  union 
to  all  poflerity;  and  that  jufVice  may  be  done 
ijipon  the  wilful  oppofers  thereof,  in  manner 
cxprefTed  in  the  precedent  article, 

VI.  We. fhall  alfo,  according  to  our  places 
»nd  callings,  in  this  common  caufe  of  religion, 
liberty,  and  peace  of  the  kingdoms,  aflHl  and 
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defend  all  thofe  that  enter  into  this  league  and 
covenant,  in  the  maintaining  and  purftiing 
thereof;  and  Ihall  not  fnffer  ourfelvps,  diredly 
or  indiredly,  by  whatfocver  combination,  per- 
fuaiion,  or  terror,  to  he  divided  or  withdrawn 
from  this  blefled  union  and  conjundlion,  whe- 
ther to  make  defeAion  to  the  contrary  part, 
or  to  give  ourfelves  to  a  deteftable  indiffcren* 
cy  and  neutrality  in  this  caufe,  which  (b  much 
concerncth  the  glory  of  God,  the  good  of  the 
kingdoms,  and  honour  of  the  King  ;  but  fliall, 
all  the  days  of  our  lives,  zealoufly  and  conftant- 
ly  continue  therein,  againfl:  all  oppofition,  and 
promote  the  fame,  according  to  our  power,  a- 
gainft  all  lets  and  impediments  whatfover; 
and  what  we  arc  not  able  ourfelves  to  fupprefs 
or  overcome,  we  fhall  reveal  and  make  known, 
that  it  may  be  timely  prevented  or  removed. 
All  which  we  fhall  do  as  in  the  fioht  of  God. 

And  becaufc  thefe  kingdoms  are  gtiilty  of 
manj  fins  and  provocations  againft  God,  and 
his  Son  Jefus  Chrift,  as  is  too  manifeft  by  our 
prefent  diftreflfes  and  dangers,  the  fruits  there- 
of;  we  profefs  and  declare,  before  God  and 
the  world,  our  unfeigned  defire  to  be  humbled 
for  our  own  fins,  and  for  the  fins  of  thefe  king- 
doms ;  efpccially,  that  we  have  nor,  as  wc 
oughr,  valued  the  incftimable  benefit  of  the 
Gofpel,  that  we  have  not  laboured  for  the  pu« 
rity  and  power  thereof,  and  that  wc  have  not 
endeavoured  tp  receive  Chrill  in  pur  hearts^ 

nor 
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nor  to  walk  worthy  of  him  in  our  lives  ;  which 
are  the  caufes  of  other  fins  and  tranlgreffions, 
ib  much  abounding  amongft  us  ;  and  oui*  true 
and  unfeigned  puipofe,  defirc,  and  endeavour, 
for  ourfelves,  and  all  others  under  our  power 
and  charge,  both  in  public  and  private,  in  all 
duties  we  owe  to  God  and  man,  to  amend  our 
lives,  and  each  one  to  go  before  another  in  the 
example  of  a  real*  Reformation  ;  that  the  Lord 
may  turn  away  his  wrath  and  heavy  indigna- 
tion, and  eAabliih  thefc  Churches  and  Kingdoms 
in  truth  and  peace.  And  this  CQvenant  we 
make  in  the  prefence  of  Almighty  God,  the 
(catcher  of  all  hearts,  with  a  true  intention  to 
perform  the  fame,  as  we  (liall  anfwer  at  that 
day  when  the  fccrets  of  all  hearts  fball  be  dif- 
clofed :  Moft  humbly  befeeching  the  Lord  to 
ftrengthen  us  by  his  Holy  Spirit  for  this  end, 
and  to  blefs  our  defires  and  proceedings  with 
fuch  fu'ccefs,  as  may  be  deliverance  and  (afety 
to  his  people,  and  encouragement  to  other 
Chriftian  Churches,,  groaning  under,  or  in  dan- 
ger of  the  yoke  of  Antichriftian  tyranny,  to 
to  join  in  the  fame,  or  like  aflociation  afid  co- 
venant ;  to  the  glory  of  God,  the  enlargement 
of  the  kingdom  of  Jefixs  thrift,  and  the  peace 
and  tranquility  of  Chriftian  kingdoms  and  com- 
monwealths/' 

I  SHALL  now  make  fome  Reflections  on 
the  Britifti  Foederal  TranfaAions. 

J.  These 
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1.  These  Covenants  were  perfc^ftly  agree- 
able to  the  laws  of  the  country,  and  the  reno- 
Tation  of  them  no  violation  of  the  conftitution- 
Ther^  are  a  dafs  of  men,  who  feem  to  be 
fymng  from  the  ancient  Samaritans,  they  fug- 
gefted,  that  the  covenanters  in  Nehcmiah's  day 
were  a  parcel  of*  rebels-  A  br'arwrh  of  the 
fame  tree,  haying  the  fan>e  root  of  bitternefs, 
fcems  to  have  exifted  in  the  days  of  the  Primi- 
tive Church.  Nero  and  Trajan,  however  op- 
pofite  in  charaAer^  agreed  in  finding  the  cove- 
nanting Chriftians  enemies  to  the  State.  It 
-was  upon  the  fame  footing  that  the  Wal- 
clenies  were  perfccuted  by  the  Court  of  Turin. 
The  patrons  of  the  dodrines  of  nou-refiftance 
and  paflflve  obedience  feem  to  have  borrowed 
thele  Antichriftian  weapons,  to-  fight  a  Cove- 
nanted Reformation  in  this  land.  This  needs 
not  greatly  furprife  us,  as  thefe  men  did  not 
choofe  to  underftand  the  civil  or  religious  rights 
of  mankinds  But  we  behold,  with  aftonifh- 
mcnt,  a  Reverend  Dodlor  of  this  enlightened 
age,  ftanding  at  the  head  of  the  roll  in  the  lift 
of  candidate^'  for  literary  fame^  announcing 
the  National  oath  to  have  been  employed,  in 
163S,  **  to  promote  violent  and  unconsti- 
TUT  lONA  L  M  E A  s  tr  R  E  s  /'  There  is  no  other 
method  to  account  for  it,  but  that  polite  ne- 
gligence for  which  the  works  of  that  author 
are  fb  renrarkably  ditenguifhcd.  Had  tl>c  Re- 
verend DoAor  found  leifure  to  confuh  thcv  law- 
authorities  quoted  in  the  introduiStion  to  the 
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bond  ufed  in  1 6  38,  as  they  arc  to  be  found  fah* 
joined  to  that  nearly  antiquated  ij^ftem,  tije 
Confession  of  Faith;  and  the  divine  au- 
thority, to  be  found  in  a  ftill  more  antiquated 
code  of  laws,  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and 
New  Teftauient,  I  have  little  room  to.  doubt, 
fuch  is  the  candour,  moderation,  and  Li- 
be  rallty  OF  SENTIMENT  which  falls  to  the 
portion  of  tlie  Reverend  Principal,  bilfthat 
he  iliould  have  found  the  meafiires  purfned  as 
conftitutional  and  falutary  as  the  Tranfa<Mons 
thcnifelvcs  were  warrantable  and  laudable : 
And  the  covenanters,  inllead  of  rebels,  the  beft 
patriots  which  that,  or  any  other  age  ever  pro- 
duced. 

a.  The  political  views,  and  hypocritical 
purpofes,  which  induced  fome  enemies  to  Re- 
formation principles  to  enter  into  the  National 
Covenant  and  Solemn  League,  are  no  objec- 
tions againft  thcfe  TranfaAions  thcmfclvesj 
nor  ao-ainft  the  conduct  of  fuch  as  entered  in- 
to  them  with  fiincerily  of  heart.  In  the  days 
of  danger,  the  Church  is  diminiflied  by  apo- 
ftacy  ;  and  in  the  days  of  profperity,  file  is  no 
lefs  endangered  by  a  too  rapid  increafe  in  hy- 
y  pocrif)'.  The  latter  was  the  cafe  in  the  laft 
age.  But,  if  the  argument  be  gooil  in^is 
cafe,  it  muft  alio  be  valid  againft  Chriftianity 
itfelf ;  as  it  is  well  known,  that  nations  and 
princes  have  fbmctimes  been  induced  to  em- 
brace Cliriflianity  from  political  views.      One 
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caiinot  eafily  explain,  however,  the  motives 
of  many  who  make  the  above  obje<ftion.  Who  • 
were  the  perfons  who  took  the  covenants  front 
political  motives  ?  Were  they  not  (uch  as  had 
a  fecrct  enmity  at  the  Prelbyterian  fyftem, 
and  a  monarchy  limited  by  law  ?  Were  they 
not  the  friends  of  Epifcopacy  and  abfblute  go-» 
vemment  ?  The  reft^  generally  fpcaking,  were 
in  good  earneft,  in  avowing  their  Creed  :  But, 
to  qualify  for  placed,  the  royalifts,  as  they  are 
jftyled,  fwallowed  all  the  national  oaths ;  and 
yet  their  fiicceflbrs  ,  cry  out  of  hypocrify  I 
*  Would  not  one  imagine^  that  a  decent  regard 
to  their  predeceflbrs  would  enjoin  them  filence 
in  this  matter  ? 

3.  These  TranfaAions  were  lawful^  as' to 
the  matter;  and  neceflaiy,  as  to  the  time. 
They  were  fuch  as  comprehended  every  attain- 
ment in  Reformation*  It  has  been  their  fate  to 
meet  with  much  oppofition  in  the  world,  indeed; 
as  well  as  their  friends  witli  amazing  obloquy 
and  /eproach.  I  ftiall  only  fingle  out  one  in- 
ftance  of  botli,  from  the  many  which  might 
be  produced.  They  are  reprefented  not  only 
as  ^encroaching  on  the  rights  of  private  judg- 
ment, but  alfo  as  binding  to  fanguinary  mea- 
fures  and  perfecution  for  confcicnc«  fake.  It 
has  been  faid,  that  the  Solemn  League  binds 
to  EXTIRPATE  Prelacy,  &c.  But,  let  it  be.  ob- 
feryed,  that  the  phrafe  does  not  appear  to  be 
ftironger  than  that  of  our  Saviour,  to  koot 
*  Oooo  euT 
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OUT  eveiy  plant- ivbich  the  Father's  right 
hand  hath  not  planted.  Prelacy,  in  the  view 
of  every  Prefbyterian,  who  believes  tlie  divine 
right  of  the  Prelbyterian  fcM-m  of  govemmeat, 
is  a  plant  of  this  kind.  Nothing  fanguinary 
was  intended  by  Chrifk  j  and  the  condaA  of 
Presbyterians,  when  in  power,  fuffers  nothing 
by  a  comparative  view  with  that  of  Prelates,  as 
Xo  complying  with  the  will  of  Chrift  in  this  mat- 
ter. The  former  provided  sustenance  for 
the  life  of  the  ejeded  j  the  latter  a  prison- 
No  meafure  which  was  ufed  by  the  Prefbyte- 
rians  ever  equalled  the  Bartholomew  Buihel, 
or  the  Corporation  AA;  not  to  mention  the 
Star  Chamber,  xinder  Laud.  The  doctrine  of 
the  right  of  confcience  was  as  well  under- 
ilood  by  the  Prelbyterians  in  Britain,  as  in  any 
of  the  Proteftant  Churches :  But  the  truth  is, 
it  was  referved  to  Locre  to  (ct  them  in  a  ftill 
clearer  point  of  view.  In  one  word,  if  any 
thing  fanguinary  was  meant,  we  exprefled  our 
diflent  as  early  as  1737*. 

4.  These  Covenants  had  the  ftal  of  Hea- 
ven's approbation  (et  unto  them,  not  only  by 
bringing  many  to  enter  into  them ;  but  alfo, 
by  the  eifiifioa  of  his  Spirit  on  the  Covenanters^ 
at  ihc  fcafon  of  their  entrance,  and  enabling 
them,  at  laft,  to  fcal  them  with  their  blood. 

♦  Vid^  Testimony. 

DISSERT 
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O    N       T    H    E 


RENOVATION 


OF      OUR 


SOLEMN     COVENANTS 


IN      T    H    E    ^ 


PRESENT     AGE. 


THE  foregoing  Covenants  were  renewed 
in  1648;  And  the  Confeflion  of  Sins, 
and  Engagement  to  Daties  are  to  be  found 
ufually  bound  up  with  our  Confeflion  of  Faith. 
From  the  violation  of  thele  engagements,  by 
what  is  called  the  Public  Resolutions, 
until  the  Revolution,  there  followed  a  fcene  of 
covenant-violation  altogether  unexampled  in 
the  annals  of  mankind.  If  the  violation  was 
lefs  flagrant  at,  and  after  the  Revolution  j  yet, 
the  proper  feafon  of  covenant-renovarion  Was 
utterly  negle<^d»  There  were  a  handful  of 
Oooo  2  fufFercrs 
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•fuffercrs  who  had  kept  themfclves,  in  a  great 
meafure,  from  the  pollutions  of  the  world,  \vho 
lurvived  the  Perfecution.      Thefe  were  (hame-^ 
fully  deferted  by  their  miniftersj^  and  left  in  great 
confufion,  as  to  both  their  political  and  religi- 
ous principles.    The  judicatories  of  the  Revolu- 
tion Church  were  a  very  heterogeneous  compo- 
lition  ;  They  were  compofed  of  members  who 
Jiad  failed  with  the  wind  for  thirty  years  bygone, 
for  one  portion ;   another  was  made  up  of  the 
indulged  ;   and  a  third  of  fiich  as  had  bejcn  re- 
fugees in  other  countries.      The  iron  and  clay 
w^re  tempered  together  by  the  force  of  civil 
authority.      Various    overtiu'es    and   propofals 
were  made,  for  putting  Ixand  to  a  Covenanted 
lieformation  ;  but  the  diverfity  of  opinion  and 
praAice  among  the  clergy  prevented  the  wifhes 
of  the  few  from  any  renovadon  of  our  Solemn 
Covenants     at    that    memorable    deliverance. 
Never  had  a  church  a  fairer  opportunity,  or  a 
louder  call  to  it,  than  at  that  time :   They  had 
been  delivered   from  flavery  and  abfolute  go- 
vernn^ent   in   the   State,    and    a  long    peri^jd 
(twenty-eight  years)   of  hot  perfecution    for 
confcience  fake..    Never  did  a  church  and  na- 
tion   fo  fliamcfully  neglect  the    golden   feafbn 
which  God  put  into  their  hand.      Thofc  who 
polluted  their  confciences  by  fwcaring  the  co* 
venants,  and  the  oaths  of  canonical  obedience, 
as  well  as  all  oaths  by  which  the  Covenants 
were  abjured,  could   not   well   be  exp^i5led  to 
be  honoured  by  God  as  iajftruments  in  fuch  a 
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noble  work.     Thcfc,  or  fach  as  had  been  or- 
dained by  them,  foi'med   the   greater  part,  by 
much,  of  the  minifters  of  the  Church  of  Scot- 
land.     The    indolofcd    feem   to    have   been   a 
rump  of  the  ^ancient  refolutioneirs ;  of  conle- 
quence,  political  maxims,  which  too  frequent- 
ly governed  their  Gondud:,  prevailed  with  them, 
at  this  time,  to  fuperfede  that  work.    The  few 
who  returned  from  their  lurking  places  were 
out-voted,   and  bon>c  down  by  the  perfuafion 
and  addrefs  of  others.     The  Synod  of  Gallo- 
way was  the  only  one,  if  I  nriftake  not,  which 
took  any  ftcps  for  the  renovation  of  their  fa- 
cred  engagements ;   but  as  much  Court-water 
was   procured   as   cxtinguilhcd     theu:   delires. 
The   perpetual  obligation  of  our  Covenants, 
however,  was  maintained  by  the  grcarer  part 
of  Prclbyterians;  and  minifters,  when  laying  the 
baptifmal  vows  on  parents,  mentioned  both  the 
National  Covenant  and  Solenni  League,  in  ex- 
prefs  terms.       Individual    minifters    likeways 
made   fome   appearance   in  behalf  of  our  na- 
tional vows;    Mr  Hog  appeared  their  fteacly 
fi-iend  on   the    north    lidc  of  the  Foith  ;  Mr 
Bofton's   fermons,   which  he  delivered  in  this 
country,  fliew  his  (enliments  on  that  fubjeft ; 
and  to  him  were  joined  Mcfirs  Wilfon  and  Da- 
vidfon,  as  well  as  various  other  minifters'of  in- 
ferior  reputation ;    prior  unto  thcfe,   Mr  Ga- 
briel Scmple,  who  came  out  of  the  funiace  of 
perfecution,  had   patronized   the  fame  caufe  : 
But  tlie  moft  vigorous  and  explicit  teftimony, 
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in  favour  of  our  Solemn  Covenants,  at  that 
time,  was  referved  for  Mr  John  Hepburn,  mi- 
nifter  at  Orr-  It  is  not  pretended  that  every 
.ftep  of  management  taken  by  him,  and  (uch 
as  joined  with  him,  was  unexceptionable ;  but 
it  is  certain,  that  his  labours,  by  the  blefling 
of  God,  fowed  the  feeds  of  foundprinciplcs  a- 
mong  many,  fo  far  as  they  extended ;  and 
multitudes,  as  far  as  we  can  judge,  of  gracious 
perfbns,  yea  lively  Chriftiaus,  formed  the  fo- 
cietics  which  he  fuperin tended-  As  many-mi- 
nirters  and  pe(4>le  were  dilfatisfied  with  many 
things  in  the  conftitution  of  the  Revolution 
Church;  To  the  judicatories  added  new  grounds 
of  offence  in  the  ftcjis  of  adminiftration.  Tliefc 
are  enumerated  in  the  Judicial  A*^  and  Tcfti- 
mony,  and  the  Acknowledgment  of  Shis  pre- 
fixed to  the  bond  which  is  now  in  ufe  among 
covenanters. 

PiiioR  to  the  year  1732,  various  teftimo* 
nies  had  been  given,  by  proteft  and  otherways, 
againft  thefe  ftej>s  of  mal-adminiftration  :  But, 
after  that  period^  the  liighell  eccleiiaftie  au- 
thority was  interpofed  to  put  a  period  unto 
them.  Uj>on  this,  Mr  Ebeneier  Erlkine,  in  a 
fcrmon  delivered  before  the  Synod  of  Perdi, 
turned  tlic  edge  of  his  doArine  againft  the 
growing  evil.  This  was  highly  refented  by 
the  courts.  He  maintained  what  he  was  per- 
fuadcd  to  be  the  caufe  of  Truth,  with  un- 
daunted courage.     Three  other  minifters  toc^ 
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part  with  him  in  framing  various  papers  re- 
Ipcdling  the  grievances  of  the  Church  and  her 
members,  one  of  which  bore  the  defignation  of 
a  Testimony.  In  the  year  1737^  the  mini- 
ftcrs  who  befriended  a  Covenanted  Reforma- 
tion, and  nraintained  a  teftimony  for  it  in  con- 
nexion with  Mr  Erfldne,  having  previoufly  con- 
ftituted  themfelvcs  into  a  Preibytery,  entered 
more  minutely  into  a  confideration  of  the  na- 
tional apoftacy  from  a  Covenanted  Reforma- 
tion :  They  recount  the  mod  capital  fteps  of  it, 
and  condemn  them :  They  avow  their  attach- 
ment unto  every  former  attainment ;  and  their 
refolution  to  profecute  the  ends  of  their  tefli- 
mony  in  connedlion  witfi  every  one  who  ihould 
choofe  to  join  them.  This  teftimOny  was  re- 
ceived with  avidity  by  many.  It  was  peculiar- 
ly tormenting  to  the  leaders  of  the  National 
Church :  They  drew  the  eccleliaftic  fword  a- 
gainft  its  authors:  They  did  not  (pare  their 
treafures  in  hiring  a  fcrvile  writer  to  confute 
it.  Thcfe  things  contributed  their  part  to  in- 
creafe  its  number  and  refpe<5l:.  The  bleffing 
of  God  fucceeded  the  laboiu-s  of  his  fervants  ; 
and  their  number  was  increafcd  both  by  ordi- 
nations and  new  accedions-  from  the  Ellablini- 
meut.  The  miniftcrs  and  people  were  una- 
nimous in  the  advancement  of  a  Covenanted 
Reformation.  As  errors  were  ftill  upon  the 
increafc  in  the  land,  they  proceeded  to  publifh 
an  AA,  entitled  the  Doctrine  of  Grace, 
for  their  morc^xplicit  condemnation :  And,  con- 
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fiderlngthe  calls  of  both  Word  and  Prondeilce^ 
they  proceeded  to  frame- an  Acknowledgment 
of  Sins,  coniilHng  of  an  enumeration  of  tJiofc 
things  \vhich  were  a  violation  of  former  cove- 
nant engagements;  and,*  at  the  (ame  time, 
made  out  a  bond,  tJie  tenor  of  which  follows  : 

/ 

*'  WE,  ALL  AND    EVERY-  ONE  OF  US,  though 

fenfible  of  the  deccitfnlnefs  and  unbelief  of  our 
own  hearts,  and  however  frequently  perplex- 
ed with  doubts  and  fcarrs  anient  our  aftiial  be- 
lieving, yet  defiring  to  eflay,  in  the  LoRix's 
STRENGTU,  and  in  obedience  to  his  com- 
mand, to  glorify  God,  liy  believing  his  word 
of  grace,  contained  in  Ws  covenant  of  promiffey 
to  devote  ourfelves  unto  the  Lord  in  a  cove- 
nant* of  duty  ;  We  do,  with  our  h^nds  lifted 
up  to  the  MOST  HIGH  GOD,  hereby  profefs,. 
and,  before  God,  angels,  and  men,  folemnly 
declare,  That,  through  the  grace  of  God,  and 
according  to  the  iricafure  of  Tiis  grace  given 
unto  tis,  we  do,  with  our  whole  hearts^  take 
hold  of  the  LORD  J3ESU&  CHRIST,  ak  the 
only  propitiation  for  our  fins  ;  Jiis  Righte- 
ousness, as  the  only  foundation  of  ourac- 
eels  to,  and  acceptance  with  God ;  bis  Cove- 
2i.iKT  of  free  and  rich  promifes,  as. our  only 
cliarter  for  the  heavenly  inheritance;;  his 
Word,  for  our  perfcA  eikI  cmly  rule  of  faith 
and  practice  ;  his  SPIRIT,  for  our  alorne  gnidc^ 
to  lead  us  into  all  truth  revealed  in  his  holy 
^Vord5  unto  which  notliing,  at  any  tiracyi^  to 
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be  addcd^  whether  by  new  revelations  of  the 
Spirit^  or  traditions  oF  men.  We  avouch  the 
LORD  to  be  our  COD;  and,  in  the  ftrength 
6£  his  proiwifed  grace,  we  promise  and 
swEAHs  by  the  GREAT  NAME  OF  THE 
LORD  OUR  OODi  That  we  lliall  walk  in  his 
way,  keep  his  judgments  and  commandments^ 
and  hearken  to  his  voice  .*  And,  particularly^ 
that  we  fhallj  by  the  Lord's  grace,  continue 
ami  abicLe  in  the  profclTion,  faith,  and  obedi- 
ence, of  the'  forefaid  true  Reformed  religion, 
in  dofftiine^  woi-fliip,  Prc/byterial  Church-go- 
vcniment  and  difcipline  ;  and  that  we  IhaH, 
according,  to  our  feveral  ftations,  places,  and 
callings,  contend  and  teftify  againil  all  con- 
trary'evils,  errors,  and  conruptions,  particular- 
ly, Popery,  Prelacy^  Deifrnj  Arianifm^  Armini- 
aniTm^  and.  every  error  fubver/ive  to  the  Doc- 
trine of  Grac^  ;  as  alfo^  IiKle|>endency,  Lati- 
tudiiiarian  tenets,  and  the  other  evils  named 
in  the  above  confeflion  of  fins. 

In  like  niauncr,  we  proAiisc  and  swear, 
Tlxat,  by  all  means,  which  are  lawful  and-  war- 
r'antablc  forus^  according  to  the  ^ord  of  God, 
the  approveti  and  received  ftandards  of  this 
Chui'ch,  and  otu*  known  principles^  we  fliall, 
iii  x)ur  feveral  llations  and  callings,  endeavour 
the  Reformation  of  religion  in  England  and 
Ireland^*  in  do^irine,  worfliip,  difciplinc,  and 
goveimment,  according  to  the  Word  of  God  j 
dnd  to  promote  and  advance  our  covenanted 
conjiin<5tion  and  uniformity  in  religion,  confet- 
^  Pppp  lion 
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Con  of  faith  and  catechifms,  form  of  Churcln 
government,  and  dire^Jtory  for  worfliip,  as  thcfe 
were  received  by  this  Church. 

And,  in  regard  we  are  taught  by  the  Word 
of  God,  and  bound  by  our  covenants,  National 
and  Solemn   League,   to  live  together  in  the 
fear  of  God,  and  in  love  one  to  another,   and 
to  encourage  one   another   in    the  work   and 
caufe  of  the  Lord  ;   and  that,  denying  all  un- 
godlinefs  and  worldly  lufts,  we  fhould  live  Co^ 
berly,  righteoufly,   and  godly  4n  this'prefent 
world*:    Therefore,  in   a  dependence   on    the 
LordV  grace  and   ftrength,   we,  m   the  fame 
manner,  do   promise   and  swear,  That  we 
rtiall,  in  our  leveral  places  and  callings,  encou- 
rage and  ftrcngthen    one    another's  hands,    in 
pnrfuing  our  end  and  dc(ign  of  tliis  our  (blemn 
oath  and  covenant ;   and  that  we  fhaH  endea- 
vour  a .  life   and    converfation    becoming   the 
Gofpel  of  Chrift:  And  that,   in  our  perfonal 
callings  and  particular  families,  we  (hall  ftudy 
to  be  good  examples  to  one  another  of  godli- 
ncft  and  righteoutiiefs,  aiul  of  every  doty  thiit 
we  owe  to  God  and  man ;   and  that  'wc  fliall 
not  give  up  ourfe,lves  to  a  deteftable  indiffe- 
r-cnce  and  neutrality  in  the  caufe  of  God  ;  buty 
denying    ourfclves,   and   our   own  things,   w« 
fljall,  above  all  things,  fcek  thchoinour  oFGod, 
and  the   good  of  his  caiife  and  people  ;  and 
that,  through  gi*ace,  forfaking  the  counfels  of 
Hefli  and  blood,  and  not  leaning  upon  carnal 
confidences,  we  Ihall  endeavour  to  depend  up- 
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on  the  Lordj  to  walk  by  the  rule  of  his  Word, 
and  to  hearken  to  his  voice  by  his  fcrvants. 
In  all  which,  profeffing  our  own  weakuefs,  we 
earneftly  pray  to  God,  who  is  the  Father  of 
mercies,  through  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift,  to  be 
merciful  unto  us,  and  to  enable  us,  by  the  power 
of  his  Holy  Spirit,  that  we  may  do  our  duty, 
unto  the  praife  of  his  grace  in  the  Churches. 
Amen." 

Besides  the'  Confeffion  of  Sins,  which  is 
ufually  read  before  the  fwearing  of  this  bond, 
there  was  alio  framed  a  particular  one,  fuited 
to  the  cafe  of  the  miniftry  ;  and  the  minifters 
themfelves  fet  an  example  luito  their  congre- 
gations. The  form  of  the  atteftation  of  their 
fubfcription  is  as  follows :  ,^^  We  under  fub- 
fcribing  minifters,  members  of  the  Aflbciate 
Prelbytery,  do  fublcnt>e  the  above  bond  with 
our  hands,  at  Stirling,  the  28th  day  of  Decem- 
ber 1743  ycar$; — the.  faid  bond  having  been 
this  day  folemnly  fworn  by  us. 

Ebenezer  Erskine,  Stirling. 
Ralph  E&skine,  Dunfermline. 
James  Thomson,  Burntifland. 
Alexander  Moncrieff,  Abernethy. 
Thomas  Mair,  Orwel. 
James  Fisher,  Glafgow. 
David  Smyton,  Kilmaurs. 
William  Button,  Stow. 
Adam  Oib,  Edmburgh. 
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•  And.  Clark  son,  Craigmailcn, 
,  John  Cl eland,  Balfron. 

Georgk  BitoWN,' Perth, 
,  "William  Camp b  ell,  Ceres. 

Thoma s  Ballantyne,  Sauquhar. 

David  Horn,  Cambufnethan.'* 

Four  minifters  who  were  not  then  prc(ent> 
and  another  who  was  not  then  ordained,— dicil 
join,  after  the  fanre  manner,  in  that  folcnin 
Avork,  at  Falkirk,  on  the  14th  day  of  March 
enfuing :  And  fubfcribed  as  follows,  \xf.- 

"Jamd^  Mair,  Limon. 
ipAT RICK  Matthew,  Mldholm,    ^ 
James  Scot,  Gatefhall,     m     ,-. 
John  W^H  YT,  Dun(e.     f    '  ' 
Henry  Erskine,  Falkirk*." 

Near  an  hundi'^d  congregations  have  cch 
pied  the  example  lince  that  time  ;  and  fomc 
of  them  have  done  it  frequently,  having  had 
occafion  for  fo  doing  on  account  of  the  num- 
bers who  voluntarily  offered  froa\  time  to  time. 

The  ferious part  pFtlus  nation  (fome  friends 
to  the  abdicated  family  exc^p^ed)  had  always 
•a  becomino:  reverence  for  the  Covenants,  tho* 
they  had  not  renewed  them  for  near  a.cen- 
tur}'.     The   firll   pppofition  made  unto  them 

*  The  laft  of  thefe  five  fubfcribers  was  prJained  the 
4ay  before.  All  who  have  1>e^  ordained  fince  th^t  thne, 
li^4  grevio oily  joined  ija  C/ovenajiUiifi-Work* 
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from  any  -dlhcr  quarter  was,  from  Indepcn- 
tlcnt  notions,  mttintaine<^l  under  the  aufpices  of 
JoHi^  Gli^s;  But  a5i  his  fyftcm  was  remark'* 
ably  obfcure,  and  fome  of  his  followers  travel- 
led ftiW  faither  into  the  land^-oF  darrlcrtels^  ivh^s 
not  proved  a  hurtful  inftrumcnt.  -  Oppodtion 
from  aifothcr  quartci*  has  been  mor^  fiiccefs- 
fnl :  The  famfc  of  W  h  i  t  e  F  i  e  l  o  induced  fe-- 
verals  to  invite  him  into  this  country;  Uut,  as 
he  formed  a  fyflcm  of  religion  (uited  to  the 
univcrful  taite  of  mankind  j  and,  fias  he  knew 
the  avenues  of  liuman  natifie remarkably  v^xll, 
he  dilCarded  the  plan'  of  a  Covenanted  Refor- 
mation, as  by  much  too'narrqw.  This  needs 
to  be  no  matter  of  fnrprize  :  The  Covenanters 
hav^  uniformly  rcprcrentcd  Epifcppal  govern- 
ment ajid  wordiip  as  corruptions  vi'hich  recjui- 
red  reformation  ;  and  called  fuch  as  have 
been  cornjptcd  by  them^unto  repentance,  hu- 
miliation, and  amentlment.  Thougji  thq  A- 
poftle  Paul  faw  the  propriety  of  being  in  fasts 
OFTEN,  yet  Mr  W  h  i  t  e  f  i  e  L  p  fcems  to  have 
reckoned  them  wholly  unneceflary.  Molirn-- 
ing  for  (in  he  confined  to  convicts  before 
converfion  :  Humiliation  he  found  diametrical- 
ly oppoGle  to  that  flow  of  afFeiS:ion  w  hich  was 
the  life  of  his  caufe.  His  principles  were  em-* 
braced  with  avidity  by  many  who  had  former- 
ly fignalizcd  themfclvcs  on  the  fide  of  Cove- 
nanting;  For  liis  fake,  a  Willison  and  a 
Rob  b  were  ready  to  run  dowii  what  they  had 
formerly  ^ftablifhed.      From  this  period,  vari^ 
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ou»  parts  of  a  Covenanted  Refornsation,  and 
Covenanting  itfelf,  were  looked  on  with  au 
evil  eye,  by  many  who  laid  ftrong  pretenfions 
to  fuperior  dcgi-ees  of  fancflity,  in  Scotland. 
Stnong  attempts  are  made  to  have  it  utterly 
exploded.  Covenanters  are  a  fc^St  every  where 
fpoken  againfl::  But,  from  fniall  beginnings, 
it  has  diffufed  itfelf  far  and  wide  over  the 
land ;  and,  *'  having  obtained  help  of  God, 
they  continue  unto  this  day,  witn easing 
both  to  (mail  and  great/'     Aitieu. 


THE     E  N  D, 
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No    I. 

[See  page  3.] 

THE  derivation  of  n^*D  from  ml  elegit,  is  moft  a- . 
greeable  to  the  genius  of  the  Hebrew  language; 
for  verbal  nonns  "which  rerminate  in  D,  n%  r\% 
r)\  &c.  are  derived  from  verbs  in  the  form  of  Ka>,  which 
Iiave  n  quiefcent  for  their  laft  radical.  Vide  WAsmVTH, 
Append.  No.  J.  ad  Gram.  Heb.  Clafs  ii.  {  2.  Buxtorf, 
Thefanr.  Gram.  cap.  LVI.  The  Htitchinfonians,  are  far 
from  being  fatisfied  with  this  derivation  :  But  the  term 
which  is  ufaally  tranflated  Covenant  in  the  Gld  Tefta- 
ment,  is,  by  them,  derived  from  another,  which  fignifies 
to* PURIFY  [na,  or  TO]:  Hence  they  conclude,  that  the 
term  purifier  ought  to  be  fubftrtuted  ii>  place  of 
the  word  Covenant,  throughout  the  traaflation  of  the 
Old  Teftament  at  leait.  Galoot's  Sermon  on  the  Elo-' 
him,  p.  15.  RoMAiN[£  apud  vocero. — ^Mr  Riccaltoun^ 
and  the  reft  of  the  Hutchinfonians  are  ncyt  quite  confid- 
ent with  themfelves:  lu  one  part  of  Mr  Riccaltoun's 
writings  we  are  taught,  that  th«  words  Carath  Berith 
exprefs  that  which  we  call  makino  a  Covbnant,  VoK 
III.  p^ai?-*  But,  in  Vol.  I.  prgai — 324.  we  are  in- 
formed, that  the  fam«  words  fignify  to  cut  off  a  puri- 
fier. But  it  is  eafy  to  /hew,  that  tlte  HmchinCbniajt 
derivation  is  uncertain  and  irregular.-— The  propofed 
tranflation  abfurd  and  unjnft. 

I.  Thb  Hutchinibnian  derivation  of  Beritii  muft  be 
abfurd,  even  on  their  own  principles  :  For  their  rule,, 
refpcif^ing  derivation,  is,  That  the  primitive  idea  of  the 
root  is  conveyed  to  all  the  derivatives.  Now,  the  idea 
of  purification  is  incompatible  with  the  term  Berith  iu 
many  places  of  Scripture :  Vor  example,  If.  xxviii.  15. 
♦'  And  ye  have  faid,  we  have  made  a  Covenant  (Eferith) 
with  death,  and  with  hell  we  are  at  agreement."  What 
purifier^  or  what  pdrificarion  can  be  here  intended  f 
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*rhc-pif«pofotl  derivation  iftolfo  irregular,  asitconfonnj^ 
Berirh  (cov^iinft)  with  Borith  {{bap).  Things  fuffi^lcnt- 
ly  different  indeed  i  BuXf  perha^^s,  thcfe  men  will  reply^ 
That  all  the  diiliiWtion  between  thefe  two  words  origi- 
nates in  the  vowel-points.  It  might  be  anfwered,  Be  it 
foi  their  divine  original  has.  beeij^-Ainiciently  demon-' 
ftrated  by  P.  Whitefield,  in  our  own  languacre,  as  well 
as  Dr  Owen  and  Dr  Gill ;  not  to  mention  what  has  been 
attempted  in  other  languages. 

2.  TME.propofed'tranflation  is  wijtift  and  improper. 
It  jBuft  h€  an  unjuii  tranflation  which  contradii^is  the  in- 
fplred  writers  of  the'  New  Teilament.  The  word  Br- 
lith,  when  quoted  from  tlie  Old  T^ft^nent  to  the  New, 
is  tranfiatM  Diatheke  i  but  no  one  ever  imagined  that 
Piatheke  ^gnified  purifier,  or  .purification.  A  few  ex- 
amples  inay  be  adduxied  .t*  our  purpofe,  Exod.  xxiv  S. 
*'  Behold  the  blood  of  the -Covenant  which  the  Lord 
hath  made  with  you,"  compared  with  Heb.  ix.  20.  '*This 
is  the  blood  of  the  Testament  whidi  the  Lord  hath  en- 
joined unto  you."  In  the  firft  text,  the  original  word 
for  Covenant  is  Beritii  ;  Iri  the  lait,  the  original  word 
for  Teftament  is  Diatheke.  The  Apofllc  is  there  treat-^ 
ing  of  a  teftamentary  Covenant ;  therefore,  Diatheke  19 
peculiarly  exprclfive  of  the  nature  of  ir.  See  alfo,  Jer, 
xxxi.  31,  g2,  3;?.  quoted  by  the  ApolUe  Heb.  viii.  8,  9y 
10.  and  X.  16.  1  believe  there  is  no  comparifbn  between 
the  Apoftlc  and  the  Hutch infoniaais  as  tranilatoi*s  :  Nor 
will  any  true  Chi^iftian  iicfitatc  a  moment  which  to  pre* 
fer.  But,  although,  the  ^pdftlc  had  nevec  tranfl^ted  it, 
there  is  abimdance  ofJigUr^in  vmmy  places^  in  the  cob- 
text,  to  fhew  flwabfurdity  ef  this  newly  propofed  tinnf- 
lation;  as  a  ChroB.  xvi.  25.  "  Then  Afa  font  to  Bcn^ 
hadad,  king  of  Syria,  who  dwelt  at  Damafcus^  faying, 
There  is  a  Leaode  (Heb.  Berith)  between  me  and  thee, 
as  there  was  between  thy  father  and  my  father.  B^- 
holdv  I  have  lent  thee .  fii>^r  and  gold,  go  break  thy 
Lracue  (Heb.  Berithecha)  M^ith  Bafha, king  af  Ifrael." 
This  text  is  aBb  fofficicnt  to  fet  aikle  the  force  of  a  dt- 
O:in(5li0n  whith  Mr  Riccaltpiui'  makes  to  the  following 
purpofe  :  **  That  Carath  Beritk  are  uied  to  exprefs 
the  tranfaiflion  we  call  making  a  covenant  may  be  grant-' 
ed  ;  but  that  Berith,  Handing  by  itfelf/  figniiics  a  cove^ 
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natit,  will  not  be  eafily  proveci."  Here  it  ftands  by  it^ 
fejf,  yet  it  fignifies  a  League,  or  Covenant  :  But  he  fur- 
ther  infifts,  *^  That,  when  it  itands  by  itfclf,  and  fi^ni- 
fies  God's  Berith/then  it  hgnifies^PURiFiER,  and  not  co- 
venant/* We  may  now  give  fome  inftances  of  God's 
Berith,  which  cannot  be  tranflated  GddVPurifier  : 
Pfair  Ixxviii.  lo.  *' They  kept  not  the  Covenant  (Heb. 
Bcritli)  of  Elohim:  and  refitfed  to  walk  in  his  law.'* 
If  Beiith  be  tranflated  purifier,  in  this  verfe.  What  is 
the  meaning  of  it  I  Or  how  has  it  any  meaning  left  in 
it  at  all  ?  See  alfo,  Deut.xvii,  2.  Jofh.  vii.  11.  and  xv.  2. 
2  Kings  xviii.  12,  &c.  It  is  ftill  obje^ed,  That  it  is  ab- 
furd  to  fay  cut  off  a  covenant  ;  whereas  it  is  a  pro- 
per expreifion  to  fay  cut  off  a  purifier.  It  may  be 
anfwered,  That  the  facrifice  by  which  the  C6venant«vaS 
confirmed  was  tnt  off,  and  alfo  cut  into  two  parts.  Gen. 
XV.  10.  and  the  facrifice  which  feals  the  Covenant  may- 
bear  the  name  of  it  as  %ell  as  circumfcifion.  Now^ 
Where  is  the  improprifely,  or  abfnrdity,  of  faying  cut 
off  a  facrifice  ?  Moreover,  this  objedlion  ftrikes  as  much 
againft  Mr  Riccalton  as  againft  the  doclrine  we  main- 
tain :  For  he  grants  that  Carat  a  BEMTH.fignify  td 
make  a  covenant  j  and  this  is  the  only  phrafe  which  can 
be  tranflated,  from  the  Hebrew,  to  cut  a  covenantj 
From  the  above  confiderations  it  appears,  That  the 
word  -Covenant  has  a  juH  claim  to  its  place  in  our 
tranflation. 


No    11- 

[See  page  580.] 

THE  School  of  Alexandria  is  a  clear  proof  of  tMe  ear- 
ly convcrfion  of  Egypt  linto  the  Chriftiah  Faithj 
If  we  fearch  the  records  of  the  Church,  we  will  find, 
that  Ifaiah's  prediclion  received  an  accomplifliuient  in 
the  literal  Egypt.  A  learhed  Roman  Catholic  (Huetj- 
us)  attempts  to  apply  the  oracle.  If.  xix.  18 — 25.  to  the 
temple  wliich  Onias  built  in  oppofition  to  that  of  (eini- 
falem  :  But,  ast  ViTRiNGA  juftly  obferves,  this  hiftory 
cannpt  agree  with  that  oracle :  The  oracle  /peaks  of  E- 
*        ^^^1^  gyptians^ 
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gyptians,  as  didlngniihed:  from  liraelites ;  the  Hiftor7 
of  Jews  as  diilingiiiihed  from  E^ptians  (Jofephns). 
The  fetting  up  of  any  altar  hefides  that  at  Jerufalem, 
was  ccmiidered  by  God  as  fetting  up  aa  altar  againft  his 
altar,  audit  expofed  perfons  to  his  curie;  but  this  oracle 
allures  us,  that  the  perfons  vowing  and  building  the  al- 
tar are  certainly  blefled  :  "  The  Lord  of  hofts  (hall  blefs 
them,,  faying,  Blessed  be  Egypt  my  people,'*  &c.  If 
there  were  proielytes  to  thejewiih  religion,  from  among 
THE  DWELLERS  IN  EcYPf,  at  Jerufalem  on  the  day  of 
Pentecoft,  who  were  converted  to  the  Chriftian  Faith, 
as  a  kind  of  firft  fruits :  How  much  more  copious  flioold 
be  the  harveft,  which  produced  a  regular  difpenfation  of 
Gofpel  ordinances.*  A  Julian  himfelf  attefts  the  fUfil- 
mtvf  of  this  prediiftion,  Epift.  H.  <'  By  the  gods,  I  am 
not  a  little  afliamed,  that  any  of  Alexandria  ihould  dare 
to  confefs  himfelf  a  Galilean.  There  was  a  time  when 
the  anceftors  of  the  Hebrews  ferred  the  Egyptians :  But 
ye,  Alexandrians,  Egypt  being  fubdued,  patiently  radure 
ilavery  to  the  defpifers  of  the  dogmas  of  your  anceftors, 
which  is  againft  all  right."  Upon  the  whole,  Vitring  a 
concludes  that  tliis  teftimony  is  an  evidence  not  only  of  the 
accomplishment  of  this  prophecy,  but  alio  of  that  in 
Pfal.  Ixxxvii.  4.  ^'  1  will  make  mention  of  Rahab  (or  £- 
gypt)  and  Babylon  to  them  that  know  me.**——**  En, 
cstteris  miffis,  verba  notabilik  Juliani,  in  Epiftola  ad  A* 
lexandrinos,  quibus  hanc  mutationem  exprobrat :  Equi* 
dem  pudore,  per  Deos,  hand  mediocii  teneor,  Alexandri- 
aii,  quodillus  apud  vos  Galiljsum  (Chriftianum)  ie  fa- 
teri  audeat  Hebraeorum  quondam  verorum  Parentei 
^gyptiis  fervicbant:  at  vos,  Alexandrini,  modo  uEgypto 
fuba<5ia,  (hanc  enim  conditor  vefterfibifubjecit:)  tmV  »*- 

TrmXmiir  turfim  l^UacvH.  patriorum  dogmatum  contemptori- 
bus  fervire  fponte  contra  antiqiia  jura  fuftinetis.  Sic  fi- 
des fa<5la  Oraculo  (Pfal.  Lxxxvii.  4.)  cjufHem  fenfus  cu- 
jus  haec  eft  prophetia:  Commemm-aboRAHABUM  (^gyp* 
turn)  et  Bab  EL  EM  inter  eos  qui  me  cognofcunt."  Vi- 
TRiNGA,  Comment,  in  Ifaiam,  p.  78a.  .Now,  it  is  well 
known  that  the  Primitive  Chriftians  literally  swore  unto 
the  Lord  of  Hofts,  as  appears  from  the  monuments  of 
antiquity  formerly  adduced. 
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[Sec  page  658.] 

COVENANTING  was  Icfi  general  in  Ireland  than  in 
V«/     Britain,  as  a  great  number  of  Proteftants  fell  by 
r  the  dreadful  jnaflacre  in  that  kingdom  ;  and,  probably^ 

^  becaufe  the  followers  of  Archbp  U«her  adhered  to  what 

was  called  the  royal  cause.  There  were  a  great  number  • 
of  Scots,  however,  who  had  fettled  in  the  northern  parts 
of  Ireland ;  thefe  clave  to  their  brethren,  and  fnpported^ 
with  diftinguifhed  courage,  every  part  of  Reformation 
principles.  The  labours  of  a  Blair  and  a  Livingftone 
were  eininently  fuccefsful  in  that  kingdom  ;  and  the 
fruit  they  afterwards  produced  appeared  in  the  ready 
acceptance,  and  renovation  of  the  Solemn- League.  And 
many  Iriih  Proteftants  followed  their  example ;  As  ap* 
pears  from  the  declaration  of  the  Prefbytery  of  Bangor 
in  the  year  1649,  That  they  and  others  had  renewed 
this  covenant.  In  the  feveraJ  congregations  of  Irifh'  Pro- 
teftants, at  reprefentation  was  read  againft  the  proceed^* 
ings  of  the  Sectarian  Party  that  beheaded  King  Charles 
J.  and  thefe  Proteftants  avow  the  Solemn  League  as  their 
own  covenant.  Not  only  fo,  but  as  late  as  1663,  fifty- 
nine  niinifters  of  the  Synod  of  Rellimenoch,  who  were 
moft  zealous  covenanters,  refufed  to  conform  to  Epifco- 
psicy,  confidoring  it  as  abjured  by  the  Solemn  League ; 
wrhicli  gives  us  the  ftirongeft  proof  that  covenanters  were 
not  fo  inconiiderable  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  as  fome 
Have  imagined* 


Q.qqq  2  to 
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TO    THE    READER. 

THOUGH  the  Author  revifed  the  proof* 
flieets,  when  at  home,  with  evei^  de^ 
gree  of  diligenee  poflibk,  yet  feveral  Er  rata 
have  crept  into  die  work.  It  is  hop*d  the 
candid  reader  will  forgive  fmaller  niiftakes, 
and  carred  the  following  thus : — ^P.  336.  Note, 
third  line  from  the  foot,  for  hearts  read 
?IEART. — P.  521.  fix  lines  from  the  foot,  the 
following  part  of  the  quotation  has  been  omit-^ 
ted :  -*'  And  I  will  eftabfilli  my  covenant  be-^ 
twecn  me  and  thee,^  and  thy  iced  after  thee,^ 
in  their  generations,  for  an  everlaftiug  cove- 
mant,  to  be  a  God  unto  thee,  and  thy  feed  af-^ 
tev  thee."^ — P.  548.  Note,  fecond  line  from  the 
foot,  after  the  marks  of  quotation  add,  See  Dr 
Whitby  xm  Matth,  v.  21. — P.  636,  line 
ninth  from   the  top,    for  comes  read  cams^ 

The  fpelling  in  ancient  deeds,  fuch  as  the 

League  of  Smalkald,  is  prefer v^d  as  in  the 
monism ents  in  which  they  are  to  be  founds 
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THE  Rev.  Mr  Andrew 
Arnott,  Midholni,  26 

The  Rev.  Mr  Michael  Ar- 
thur,  Aberdeen,  13 

Mr  John  Anderlbn,  preach- 
er of  the  Golpel,  Glafgov/ 

Mrs  Aikew,  Palinfburn 

Mrs  Arcliibald,  Redden 

John  Anderfon,  merchant, 
Alloa,  13 

Andrew  Adam^  tenant.  Over- 
town,  7 

George  Aitchifon,  hair-dreff- 
er,  Kellb 

William  Aitchifon,  tailor, 
Stitchel 

James  Ainfley,  \VTiter,  Jed- 
burgh 

William  Allan,  butcher,  Kclfo 

Jofeph  Arcliibald,  feedlman, 
Edinburgh,  13 

Mil's  Janet  Archibald,  Edin- 
bui'gh 

John  Archibald,  cheefe^moo- 
ger,  Edinburgh 

Adam  Armlfa*ong,  writer 

John  Auld,  merchant,  Glal- 
gow 

Thomas  Alifon,  painter,  Kel- 
fo 

Robert  Aitchifon 

B 
The  Hon.  Mrs  Baillie,  Mell- 

erftain,  2 
The  Rev.  Mi*  Thomas  Bell^ 

Clafgow 


The  Rev.  Mr  Arch.  Bruce, 
Whitburn,  13 

Thon:as  Baxter,  writer,  Mel- 

.    rofe 

John  Ballantyne,  merchant, 
Kelfo 

John  Bell,  bookfeller,  Edin- 
burgh 

J^mcs  Blackwood,  currier, 
Edihburgh 

Mary  Bkicfie 

George  Bolton 

Francis  Briggs 

Robert  Brown,  tenant,  in 
Haugh-head  Mill 

George  Burn,  weaver,  Stit- 
chel, a 

John  Bruce,  Kelfo  Mill 

Robert  Bruce,  ftay-maker^ 
Kelfo,  18 

Robert  Bromfield,  tailor,  Kel- 
fo 

Alexander  Bruce,  joiner, 
Sproufton 

John  Bruce,  tenant,  the;-e 

William  Bruce 

Thomas  Bifliop 

William  Bell 

Ann  Boyle,  Springwood-park 


The  Rev.  Mr  Robert  ColviJ, 

Lauder,  13 
The  Rev.  IVlr  Robert  Cun* 

niiigham,  Eaftbaf  us 
Alexander  Colden,  Berwick  . 
Patrick  Campbell 

Ralph 
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Ralph  C^nsy  tenant,  Com- 

faiU 
Alexander  CampbeU,  wright, 

Glai'gow    '  1 

Duncan  Carmiduel 
George  Caw,  printer, 'Kelfo 
Alexander  Craig,  tailor^Glaf- 

gow 
John  Clark,  tailor,  there 
Alexander    Chatto,    tenant, 

Caverton 
William-   Craig,     merchant, 

Kelfo 
George  Cranflon,  Plowland 
John    Curie,    watch-malcer, 

Kelfo 
TohnCurll,  Bank-oflkc,  Kelfo 
Xhomas  ChUliolm 
Mary  Clunie 


The  Rev,  Mr  John  Dalziel, 

Earlftoii 
The  Rev.  Dr  Dimcan  Small* 

holm 
Mr  Drumihond,  (hident  in 

Divinity 
Robert  Davidfon,  Efq;  Pin- 

naclehill 
Thomas  Dun,  Fairbaim-milJ* 
Andrew  Dobbie,    tenant  in 

Fiflieracre 
William  Dun 
Janet  Davidfon 
John  Davidfon 
Peter  Davidfon 
Ralph  Dickie 
Ralph  Dirkiefon 
Andrew  Davidfon 
William  Davidfon,  fervant, 

Sproufton 
Gcprge  Dickie 


JohnDodd 

The  Hon.  Lady  Helen  Dou- 
glas, Springwood-park 
Mils  Don 
Captain  Dickibn 
William  Dickfon,  E6\; 
C.  Douglas,  M.  D.  Kellb 
Mrs  Douglas,  Kdfo 
Andrew  ^uglas 
WiUiam    Dawfon,     tenant, 
^    Frogdean 
Andrew  Darling 
John  Denholm 
John  Dryfdale 
Ifabel  Davidfon 


The  Right  Hon.  Lwd  Elliodc, 

one  of  the  Senators  of -the 

College  of  Jiiftice 
George    Elliot,    bookfellcr, 

KeUb,  50 
Rob.  Ewen,  weaver,  ^rou* 

fton 
And.  Ewen,  weaver,  there 

E 

Mr  Ferrier,  A}tonhall 
Gavin  Frain,fupervifor,  Kcl* 

fo 
Tho.  Fair,  merchant,  .there 
Tho.  Frafer,  ditto,  tlwerc 
James  Forbes,  fclK)olniaiier^ 

tliere 
James  Fairbairn,  13 
John  Forfyth 
Adam  Foreman 
James  Foord,  weaver,  Stit- 

chel  . 
Mark  Fulton,  tenant,  Kaaies 
Agnes  Fair 
Margaret  Finlayfon 
Ja.  Forfyth,  baker^  Kelfo 
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The  Rev.  Mr  Adam  Gib, 

Edinburgh 
The  Rev.  Mr  Wm.  Graham^ 

Newcaftle 
The  Rev.  Mr  John  Gray, 

Precbiny  13 
Mr  GcH-don,  bookfeller,  E- 

dinburgh,  6 
WiUiam    Gavinlock,  hofier, 

Glafgow 
James     Galbraitlf^    coj^r- 

fmith,  Glafgow 
James    Galbraith,    weaver, 

Yetholm,  4 
George  Gray,  mafon,  Nen* 

thorn,  2 
Peter  Glen 

John  Gray,  maibn,  Stitchel 
WiUiam  Gray,  mafon,  there 
Margaret  Grant 
Thomas  Gentiles,  bftker,GIaf- 

gow 

H 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of 

Home 
JamesJIaig,  Efq;  of  Bemer* 

fide 
Mrs  Roddam  Heme 
James  Hardie,  merchant 
Alexander  Hogg 
James  Hogg,  gardener,  Kelfo 
James  Hunter 
Thomas  Hatlie,  tenant,  New- 

tonlee^ 
Robert  Hare,  hedger,  Hume 
Robert  Hopper,  tenant,  £• 

den-mouth 
WilBam  Hunter 
Rob.  Hunter,  china-mender, 

KeMb 


George  Hamilton,  Greenlaw 

Peter  Hatlie 

Robert  Hadie 

WiUiam  Hogg 

Peter  Hogg 

Alexander  Hunter 

Tames  Hood 

John'  Hope,  llocking-maker, 

Jedburgh,  < 
Margaret  Hafiewell 
John   HaU,  ftocking-nudDer, 

Glafeow 

John  mmilton 
lobert  Hope 
Robert  Hood 
John  Hatlie,  Kelfo 

J 

Charles    Jackfon,   M.    D. 

Nicolatownfield 
Richard  Jobfon 
Geo.  Jolmfton,  tenant,  Rum- 

bletonlaw,  13 
John  Jardine,  Kelfo 
William  Jobfon,  3 
Arch.    JohnAon,  merchant.. 

Kelfo 
Andrew  Jaffraw 
Betty  Inglis 
Robert  In^Us,  bookleller,  E- 

dinburgh,  2 
Nelly  Inglis 
George  fi^am,  printer^  E* 

dinburgh 
Mary  Inglis,  Sprouftcm 
Chriftian  Inglis 
Andrew     Lnmers.    cooper. 

Kelfo 


1  homas  Kerr 
Mungo  Kyle 


John 
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John  Kelt,  flioemakcr,  New- 

caftle,  6 
George  Kinghom 
James  Kinghorn 


The  Re\'.  Mr  John  Lawfon, 
Spittal 

Andrew  Lockie 

George  Learmont,  weaver, 
KeUb 

Andrew  Lockie,  gardener, 
Kelfo 

James  Lei  then 

William  Lockie 

William  Leek,  4 

John  lilly,  Efq;  Montreal, 
100 

Samuel  Lamb,  Greenlaw,  13 

Barbara  Lauder 

Andrew  Lookup,  writer,  Jed- 
burgh 

Anthoii}'  Lambert,  attorney, 
Berwick 

Ro.  Lindfay, M.D.Jedburgh 

Alexander  Leadbetter,  mer- 
chant, Kelfo 

William  Lilly 

M 

The  Rev.  Mr  William  Mon- 

crieff,  AUoa 
The  Re\\  Mr  James  Mori- 

fon,  Norham 
The  Rev.  Mr  David  Mori- 

fon,  Morebattle 
The  Rev.  Mr  William  Mac 

george,  Mid-Calder,  1 8 
The  Rev.  Mr  George  More, 

Shields,  iS 
Jolm  M'Caul,  blivefide,  2 
Julian  Middlcmafs 


William  Mather,  cabinet^fnd^ 

ker,  Kelfo,  2 
Peter  Mother,  joinef,  Kelfo 
James    Maibon,    gardener. 

Ridge 
James   Mcgget,    bocJdeller, 

Dalkeith,  13 
James  Morton,  weaver,  K^b 
Archibald  Moffat,  13 
George  M'Kerracher,  tenant 

in  Ward  of  Gowdie,  13 
John  Miln ' 

John  Mitchel 
/Ivs  M^Dougal 

Robert  M^Lintock 

William  Moodie,  merchanr^ 
Glafgow 

Will  a  1  MCliefti,   printer, 
Edinburgh 

William   McGregor,    book- 
binder, Edinburgh 

William  Marjoribanks,  mer- 
chant, Kelfo 
,Rod.   Merchant,   Efq;  Col- 
leftor  of  his  Majefty's  Ex- 
dfe,  Kelfo 

Charles  M'Kenzic,  Efq;  wri- 
ter to  the  lignet      |L 

William  Maxwell 


John  McQueen 
Jo 


John  Minto 

James  Mcin 

Elifabeth  M'Hay 

Peter  Morifon 

William  Muirhead  of  South* 

greens 
George  Marfliall,  Hiune 

N 

Tho.Nifbet,  tenant,  Lambdcn 

Rob^t  Nicd,  merchaiit,KeWb 

Mifs  Newton;  milliner,  Kdfo 

WilUam 
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William  Nicul 
William  Nicolfon 
MfoiiNifbet 

O 

William  Oliver,  fefq;  Weeps 
Thomas  Oliver,  Windy  walls 
^ohn  Oliphant,  fervant.  Red- 
den 
John  Orron 


The  Rev.   Mr  Paton,  Eck- 

ford 
The  Rev.  Mr  Alex.  Pringle, 

Perth,  13' 
mr  George  Paxton,  ftudent 

in  Divinity 
Mrs  Priiigle,  Kelfo 
lliomas  Potts,- writer,  Kelfo 
Tames  Pdtts,  writer,  Kelfo 
Ja.  Potts,  writer,  Jedburgh 
Alex.  Palmer,  Edinburgh 
Ja.  Palmer,  printer,  Kelfo,  25 
William  Pringle 
David  Porteous,  j 
'  Richard  Pringle 
William    Pinkerton,     tailor, 

Glafgow 
James   Paterfon,   merchant, 

Glafgow 
Mrs  Potts,  Jedburgh 
Ilabel  Paterfon 
William  Pringle,    tenant  in 

Hdefield 


The  Rev.  Mr  James  Ruther^ 

ford,  Hownam 
James  Redpath  * 
James  Robfoi^  tenant,  Bel- 

ford. 


William  Richardfon,  tailor^ 

Roxburgh 
Thonvis  Kiddle,  Mackerfton 
John  Rae,  fmith,  tliere 
Samuel  Rohertfon,  Ednam 
Ja.  Robertfon,  mafon,  McJjr 

lerftain,  14 

i.  Rutherford 
lary  Robfon 
Marrion  Robertfon 
'.-^^ — i-  Rutherford 
Jo.  Reid,  merchant,  Glafgow 
Andrew  Ramfay 
Adam  Richardlbn 
Henry  Richdrdfon 
William  Richardfon 
James  Robfon 
Adam  Rutherford,   printer, 

Edinburgh 
Chriffian  Robfon 
James  Richardfon 
Thomas  Richardfon 
Mary  Robfon 
Chriflian  Ren  wick 


The  Rev.  JWi* Andrew  Scotr, 

Stitchel 
The  Rev.  Mr  David  Somer- 

vil,  Strathaven,  13 
John  Scott,  tenant,  Lernpit- 

law,  8 
And.  Stark,  yarn-merchant, 

Glafgow,  26 
John  Smail  Efq; 
Robert  Scott,  Efq:  Kelfo 
John  Stuart,  f\n*geon,  Kelfo 
Ai-chibald  Stuart,  ditto,  Kelfo 
John  Stuart;  tenant,  Ednam 
William  Stuart,  ihoe-maker. 

Kelfo 
Richard  Stuart,  butcher, Kelfo 
Rrrr  William 
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William  Smiclv  writer, Kelfo 
James  Si  aims,  houle- carpen- 
ter, London,  65 
Mrs  Scott 
Robert  ^cott,   tailor,   High- 

"  ton,  39  ' 

George  Skeil,  b  Jeer  Kelfo,  6 
Robert  Savage,  Ihoe-maker, 

Edinluirgh 
fames  Stev^nfon 
Thomas  Stevenfon 
K^thcrine  Smith,  Sproufton 
Henry  Swan,  writer,  Kelfo 
Wm.  Scott,  merchant,  FaBdi-k 

iames  Smith 
>avid  Shiel 
He  my  Scott,  mafonj^  La<ly^ 

kirk,  13 
lames  Sibbald 
Ninian  Stevenfon 
Georce  Smyton 
]oIm  ocott 
Chriftian  Slight 
William  Spkvs 
Alexander  ^imm 


The  Rev.  Mr  Robert  Turn- 
bull,  Sproufton 

The  Rev.  Mi-  John  Turn- 
bull,  Ayton 

James  Tunibull,  tenant,  Not- 
tylces,  iB 

George  Tully 

Ciiarles  Taylor 

Jolm  TiKt,  3 

U^omas  Turnbull,  Krierlaw 

John  Thorn fon 

l[^hilip  Thoinibn,  mafon 

GeorgeTrotter,  tenant,ColcU 
chefter 

James  TurabuU 

hichard  Taylor 
-  AndrfA^  Tiirnbiill;i  Softlaw 


Betty  Turnbull,,  ditto 
Nelly  Turnbull;  ditto 
Janet  Turnbull,  KeHb 
Henry  Tours  of  Moorbead 
George  TunJjull,  Barn^ 

U 
Tho.  Ufher,  MTitcr,  Hawkk 

V 

John  Virtue,  writer,  Kelfa 
Jo.  Virtue,  tenant,  Chouflaw 
Janet  Virtue,  Greenli^w 

W 
The  Rev.  Mr  Richard  WalKsj^ 

Carbarn 
The  Rev.  Mr  W^ugh,  Lon- 

don 
ArcliibaW  White,  of  Eaftfidd 
Lancelot  Whale,  redlor  of  the 

Grammar  School,  Kelfo 
Patrick  Wilfon,brewer,  Kelfoi 
Thomas  Wilfon,  Kelfo 
Cha.  Waldle,  faddler,  KeMix 
John  Watt,  baker,  Kelfo 
James  Watt,  merchant,  Kelfo 
Wm.  Willbn,  wrigIn,Kelfo,  i 
William  Willon,  Greenlaw 
Mrs  Wood,  Woolcr 
Ja.  Walker,  yarn-merchant 
James  Wa^gh 
George  Why te,  Caftle-mill,^  3 
IViark  Wilfon  - 
And.  Wilfon,  M.  D.  Kelfo 
Robert  Waldie,  Cariifle 
Ja.  Walker,  tenant,  Ed.MiU 
James  Watlbn,  fui'gcon 
John  Wood 

W .  V/alker ,  inn.keeper,Kclfo 
Math.  Weir.,  ftocking.maker„ 

Glafgow 
George  Wait,  18 
Jwet  Walker,  K^lfo 
/-   ■   "  The 
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The  Rev.  Mr  John  Young, 
Hawick,  15 


George  Ybung,  Nairhain,  4 
Janet  Young,  Kelfo 
John  Yellowlecs 


SUPPLEMENT. 


JAMES  MURRAY,  dyer, 
Ednam 
Tbojnas  Shiel,  tenant.  High- 
ton-mill 
John    Weir,    fchoobnafter, 

Ednam 
Akxander   Hume,    cooper, 
•     Hiirklaw 
Samuel  Calvert,  clothier,  Ed^ 

nam 
Rob.  Shiel,  hibourer,  there 
hi.  M<Dougal,  wi^ight,  theye 
Wm.  Fairbairn,  fmith,  there 
Ad. Hunter,  inn.keeper,there 
Wm.  Watfon,]abourer,  there 
Geo.  Cairns,  labourer,  there 
John  Boyd,  tenant,  Ednam- 

Newftead 
William  Air,  merchant,  Cold- 

ftream 
James  Taytor,  weaver,  Wark 
James  Tait,  weaver,  there 
John  Waugh,  labourer,  Hen^ 

derfide 
Robert  Hoggart,  labourer, 

Ecdes-Newfte^d 
John  Hoggart 
Alexander  Foord,  Leggers 
George  Middlemafs,  Qume 
James  Leech,  there 
AlexanderBrownlees,Eafter. 

Howlaws 
JLlif.  Adamfon,  Wefter  ditto 
James  Waldie,  Northrow 


Mr  Dav.  GoodwilKe,  preach  • 

er  of  the  Gofpel 
Wm.  Archibald,  tailor,  KeH^ 
Wm.  Hardie, weaver,  there 
Margaret  Waldie,  H.  Byres 
Kath.  MarlhaD,  Blinkbonny 

iohn  Turnbull,  Hume 
lobert  Diepie,  there 
John  Johnfton,  Oxmuir 
John  Tait,  Nenthorn 
Mark  Rule 
Duncan  Sinclafar 
Margaret  Smith 
Thomas  Riddle 
James  Riddle 
James  Wood 
Jean  Willbn 
Gideon  Bell 
Thomas  Underwood 
John  Heatley 
William  Crozor 
Alifon  Wilfon- 
Ifabel  Davidfon 
Margaret  Cramond 
Jgnet  Heatley 
Henry  Leek,  Ednam 
Geo.  Kinghorn,mafon,  there 
Thomas  Ilichardfon 
Jo.  Kinghorn,mafon,Ednam 
Andrew  Smith 
Robert  Hunter 
William  Leek,  fervant,  New« 
,  tonlees 


N.  B.  If  any  names  are  omitted,  it  is  through  accident  •  ami 
(bme  cf  the  places  of  abode  were  not  given  iiu 
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EN'TLRED    IN    STATIONERS-HALL,   ACCORDING. 
TO  ACT  OF  PARLIAMENT. 
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